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Reader, 

F thou knew'ft the Author of theſe following Diſcourſes, it 
is needleſs to ſay any thing to thee concerning him or them. 
And if thou art ſtill a ſtranger to him, it is pity to de- 
tain thee from ſo profitable an Acquaintance as thou may ſt 
yet moſt happily redeem with him, by theſe his Excellent Works, 
in which he has given us a much better Account of himſelf, 

than it is poſſible now to receive from any other hand. » 
However, the Publiſher profeſſes ſo great a Love and YVenc- 
ration for his Perſon, and is ſo great an Admirer of theſe, and all . 
other Diſcourſes of his, which he has yet ſeen, that he dare not 
venture to tell thee his own thoughts of either, leſt he ſhould 
offend againſt the Spring, whilſt he commends the Stream. Upon 
this and ſome other conſiderations, which are to him of much 
weight, he declines doing any thing that may pretend to look like 
a Preface ; and believes upon thy due peruſal of what is here 
preſented to thee, thou wilt eafily juſtifie his Modeſty and Pru- 
dence herein. Nor wilt thou then wonder that our Author, and 
this his Book addreſſes thee ſo direAly, and without the recom- 
mendations of ſome of the Greater Lights aud Rabbies of our 
preſent Times. It would indeed be a new thing for a Perſon, 
and Diſcourſes ſo very heavenly and ſpiritual, to receive ſuch a 
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x Tomplement'; and efpecially'in an Age which: has all along diſcs 
wered ſuch a watchful jealoufic over, and oppoſiticn'ts al! rhe 
encreates and growths: of Truth above the piteh:aud flature of 
Opinions aud 't rinciples commonly received among us. An Age, 
which inſtead of forgetting thaſe things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto thoſe things which are before, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, Phil. 3. 13: has taken up its reſt and ſatisfattion in pre- 
/ent meaſures and attainments, making them the Rule, the Law, 
the Teſt, and the Standard to al! the further diſcoveries and 
breakings forth of God in the midſt of us, It has ſtill been the) 
Lot of the Divineſt Births, and Appearances of God in this 
lower World, to be moſi ſolitary and negletted as to.an outward 
pomp ant attendance. They are reſerved for the Glory aud 
Triumph of another day. We read indeed of a Ruler, who 
came to Chriſt by , night, being drawn by ihe fame of hrs Mi- 
racles ; and of the Multitade fo/lowing him for the ' Loaves - 
but upon that moſt ſpiritual Sermon' of our Saviour's iz the 6th 
chap. of John, 1he Text tells us, Many of the: Diſciples went 
back, and walked no more with him: And hat the Twelve 
were themſelves ſo: ſtagger'd, that our Lord. ſates unto them, 
Will ye a'ſo go away.? | WO 

Leaving then our Autbor, and his Book among thoſe excellent 
and beſt things, which have alwazes . ſtood a'one in this World, .| 
and teen contented ſoto da'; 1 now apply my ſe'f to the proper ſer. 

. vice of theſe Lines, which is to acquaint thee, that theſe Dif. 
courſes are poſthumous, . and net deſigned for the Preſs, when 
they were firſt Preached; but are now made publick, to anſwer 
the 1umpcrtunities of particular Friends, and th: requiring of a 
more unive! ſal Charity, that ſo much Geodneſs ſhould be come 
municat ive. | 

This is the reaſon, why in the diligrat peruſal of this Book, 
 thouwilt find an omiſſion of {ome few Heads of Diſccurſe, as to 

the particular enlargement upon them,- both in 'the Sermons upoy 
Matth. 18. and thoſe upon 1he. q5th Plalm: As. alſo. why neither 
of thoſe Diſcourſes are comleatly ſrnifhed +. Thoſe few Pa'iticnlar 
Heads Zeing forgotten by our Author in hrs Original Copy, which 
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is. here exatlly obſerved; and he by his death prevented bringing 
cf either Diſcourſe to their defired and deſigned perfeition, | 
I muſt alſo acquaint thee, that the State of a Saint's Soul and 
Body-in deach, which makes the laſt part of this Fook, was in- 
tended by our Author, as an Introduttion only to ſeveratSermons 
which he afterwards Preached upon that Argument, from thoſe 
two Scriptures, x Theſ. 4 14. and Heb. 2. 14, 15. in which he 
L diſpatch'd-the ſeveral Heads enumerated in the beginning, as al- 
2 /o thoſe which are wanting at the end of that Diſcourſe, belong- 
7 ing to. the firſt conſolation and joy of death to a Saiut ; which 
2? Sermons, tothe Reader's great ſatisfattion had been here publiſh- 
2 ed as the Author's finiſhing ſtrokes to bzs excellent repreſenta- 
7 tion of Death, had they not proved his own Funeral Diſcourſes; 
2 for before he could give us a Copy of them, or corrett one,which 
” was imperfetty taken from his mouth, he died ; confirming to us 
* bis Belick of what he had deliver'd upon that Subje&, by his 
7 haſtening to the higheſt proof: thereof, which is enjoyment. 
2 However, it is judg'd worth: the Reader's while, to make what 
2 our Author deſign'd for the beginning of ſeveral other Diſcourſes, 
= to be the-concluſion of theſe, it being ſo ſweet a ſtrain in his 
Dying Song, and ſo admirable an expreſſion of his Vitory and 
8 Triumph over the King of Terrors. 
* 7 mult alſo tell thee, that ſome few Errata's have eſcaped the 
RPreſs, which the more intelligent may rettifie as they read; 
although for the ſake of the more ordinary Readers they are care- 
Rrlly correfted in the end. of the Book. *'Tis hoped the Reader 
"3 w1ll not think it one, that theſe Diſcourſes are Printed in no 
Rbgger a Letier, and that we have left him no fairer a Margent, 
8 becauſe we have herein conſulted his Purſe, and taken care he 
= ſhould bay as little waſte Paper as was poſſible in the'purchaſe of 
= this Book. Nor will the underſtanding Reader complain it wants 
3 the Ornament > a large empty Margent, or the oſtentation of one' 
fied with Learned Quotations, whilſt in the reading of it he will 
Rind our Author has giten' him throughout his Book all manner 
4 of Humane, and Divine learning, after the belt ſort ; Well di- 
geſted, and converted into an excellent habit, ſtrength, and adtz- 
witty cf mind. _ | An1 


And now Reader, I have only ſome few requeſts to preſent to 
thee for thy own ſake, rather then our Authours. | 
Firſt, /t is probable thou maiſt here meet with ſome things | 


which not onely from the manner of the expreſſion, but chiefly % 
from the matter of them, may be difficult, aud hard tobe under- | 

flood. My requeſt here is, Thou would'ſt take great care not | 

to Judge and condemn what thou art not able = to hear} 

and underſtand, leſ# by thy raſh Cenſures thou Jhould'/t | 

blindly ruſh upon the hiding .of power, which theProphet Ha- © 
bakkuk ſpeaking of Ohriſt in the Spirit, zel/s us, Chap. z. ® 
ver. 4. isin his hand. That is, © In the ſpiritual diſcoveries © 
« of Chriſt, which are as hands cf light, by which he puts forth © 
himſelf, and taks hold of the World. As our Author ſome where © 
expreſſes himſelf, upon thoſe words. Who among us is yet able © 
to comprehend all the diſtind ages and growths of good minds z © 
To underſtand the various Improvements, meaſures and attain- |. 
ments, the ſeveral capacities, languages and operations, which * 
are peculiar to thoſe ages and growths ? 1t is impoſſible for us to | 
ſet the bounds | to ſprritual things ; To ſtint that Spirit in our 
ſelvesor others which is a fountain of Divine Light and Life in| 
all regenerated Souls, continually ſeuding forth new ſtreams, and 
running along with afreſh ſucceſſion of Waters without any ftop or | 

limit. We are toa' proud to underſtand the condeſcentions, tcc ® 
low to take the height, too thallow to fathom the depth, too nar- 7 
row to meſure the breadth, too ſhort to reach the length of the 7 
Divine truth and goodneſs, and the various communications of A 
themſelves to us. We cannot aſſign the higheſt or theloweſt 4 
ſtate of Saints, whilſt they are here below. We cannut ſay all a- © 
bove this is fancy, whimſie, dream,a»d deluſion; all betow that, 
75 common, carnal, formal and ſuperſtitious. 4s we ought not 
then to deſpiſe, and contemn that which is below ; So let us not 
cenſure and condemn that which is above us. Bleſſed be Godall |: 


height enough to reach, and hald as all. And if we cannot yet re- 
ceive and embrace each other in our ſeveral ages, growths meaſures, 


3 and attainments, it is becauſe we have little, low, dark, narrow 
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and contrafted hearts, feel but little of the love of Chriſt, and are 
wo more fil/dwithihat Spirit which is the ſpring, the center, the 
circle,the band 7o all good Spirits in heaven, and on Earth There-. 
is as great adifference in the ſtatures of Souls, as of bodies'; In 
the growths Chriſtians, as of men and all other things. Sr. 
John, Joh. 12. &c. diſtinguiſhes theſe growths 7nto little Chil: 
dren, Yourg men, Fathers,twice together ; That we might take 
the more diſtintt notice of them. Our Author was i» the higheſt 
of theſe ranks; Was indeed oxe of the talleſt among his Bre- 
thren, whether we conſider the height of his own ſpiritual di/- 
| coveries and enjoyments, or the depth of his condeſcentions to 
. the loweſt ard leaſt of them. For the true ſtzture of any thing 


! cannot be exallly taken without meaſuring from both ends. That 
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is not truly tall or great which ſeems to ſtand high, and look big, 
but that which reaches furtheſt, which zs moſt extenſive, compre- 
hending and Univerſal. Our Author was indeeda true Father in 
Chriſt, and fo eſteemed by all who knew him For his own great 
underſtanding, a»d experience 7» Divine things , for the ex- 
cellencyof his Miniſtery, whereby he dix{in Jeſus Chriſt tho- 


.. 3 row the Goſpel beget and edifie many; As alſo for the great ten - 


derneſs, and Father like bowels which throughout his whole Mi- 
niſtry, andin all his other converſes, he delighted to be ſtill ex- 
preſſing towards all the weak and little ones. Nor was his $kill 
herein leſs conſiderable than his Naturalneſs. This Charatter thou 
wilt find eminently due to him as thouperuleſt theſe diſcourſes, 7 
which he is ſtill careſul to provide Milk for the Babes, whilſt 
he ſets ſtronger Meat before the men ; Thoſe who are Spiritual, 
and by being ſo, are able ſpiritually to diſcern ſpiritual things, 
to compare them withthemſelves, and tp feed on them not only 
as they are brought down to us infleſhly Images, and reſemblan- 
ces; Put as they expreſs and manifeſt themſelves in us in their » 
own ſpiritual forms 11d glories. Sure T am if thou art truly come 
within the compaſs of the loweſt o thoſe growths before mention- 

ed 
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ed, if thou art become ſo much as alittle Child in Chriſt, if thou 
haſt but that genuine inſtin&, and naturalneſs of Soul towards 
God and all Divine things, which is eſſential to, and inſeparable 
from the New birth in its moſt infant ſlate, if thou- haſt but the 
leaſt degree. of a Spiritual mind, any ſpiritualſenſe and favour, | 
there are a great many things ia th's Book which thy Soul muſt of 
weceſſityuaderſtand, eccho to, relliſh, and acknowledge to be. | 
exceeeding good. | Let then the goodneſs of wh.t thou doſt un». | 
derſtand, encourage thy Charity to think that which is above thy | 
reach, may be better ; At leaſt let it prevail with thy reaſon not. ® 
zo judge, fentence, aud condemn 7r. 

. 1t is every where eſteemed an high and difficult Office 10 be a 
Judge in. the Afﬀairs of this lower World. The Wiſdom of our 
Nation has provided (as a Noble Author obſerves) that ſo great 
a Work ſheuld not depend upon One Ferſou, every Court of Fud 
cature having a certain number of Judges or Afliſtants belonging 
to it. Nor can aFudge depute his Authority to another, it being 
an Office and Work of greate(t Confidence, Truſt and Skill, aud : 
therefore perſonal and inherent And with what warineſs and 
caution do the Rules of all our Courts diredt their own proceed- | 
ing to a Judgment 7» every little caſe here belyw. It 3s certainly 
a much higher and harder work to be a Judge in the mat:ers of 
another World, in things not obTions to Senſe, and tranſcendent ® 
to Reaſon, in things above all the natural Principles of Wiſdom 
or Truth in any creature: The Jews ſpeak of it as one of the firſt 
things delivered by God to Moſes, by him to Joſhua, and ſo 
down to all their Elders and Wiſe men in all Ages, To be ſlow in 
judging. St. Paul cautions us, 1 Cor. 4. 5. To judge nothing 


before the time,. until the Lord come. To p2ſs a Judgment, to 7 


pronounce a Sentence upon Perſons and Principles 7n ſpiritual 
matters, is in its owa nature, and in the conſequences thereof, the ® 
greateſt, the weightieſt aft our Souls can put forth ; aud therefore * 
not to be haſtily 6xecnted ; nor indeed at all, without his pre- * 
ſence, from whom all the Authority, Power and Capacity of Jpi- 
ritual Tudgment is derived. God has committed all this Tadg- 
ment in a more eſpecial manner to Jeſus Chriſt, aud there can be 7 
no | 
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no true, right, authentich, valid, and jinal Judgment,” without 
him, and where he is not-preſent, He.has no where ſo deputed 
this Office and Work to anyPerſon or Company of perfons, as to 
alienate the diznity and glory of it from himſelf. And whether 
he diſpence it immediately or mediately, he cannot be excluded, 
It is his Preſence, and Power, the Appearances of Chriſt, and 
the manifeſtations of his Spirit, which do give: to any Society of 
men the Diſtinftion and Authority of a Church ; to every Church 
or Perſon, the right, the ability of Spiritual Fudgment. Noman, 


no Church has here any other Spiritual Power and Capacity, be- 


fidesthat of Chriſt, and his Spirit in them. And how rich, full and 
ſufficient ſoever the ſeveral Churches of Chriſt may at this day 
efteem themſelves to be witbout him; yet ſure I am, there is nd- 


thing more ſpeaks the atſence of Chriſt, and bis ſpirit ; And their 
| poverty, emptineſs, and weakneſs, then that haſty, raſh, ſleighr, 
| "partial, blind. and bold judging and cenſuring one another which 
| every where abounds in the Preſent Chriſtian Churches:Whilſt in 
: ſome of them, the}reateſt ats of ſpiritual judgment that can be 

Z done on Earth, (as a great man long fince complained, ) are 


made to lackey up and down for Fees, and become the moſt ordina- 
ry proceſs th.zt is. And in others which pretend to be more refin'd, 
zoattend upon outward forms, inward Opinions, our own par- 
ties, intereſts, and paſſions. As if inſtead of judging nothing be- 
fore the time, until the Lord comes; The Spirit of man would ſo 
nothing remain for him to judge. But Bleſſed be God the cauſe- 
leſs curſe ſhall not come. Al the judgments which are fondly 
and proudly made in mans day ſhall be cancell'd in the day of 
Chriſt. Your Brethren( as God ſpeaks by the evangelical Pro- 
phet to thoſe that tremble at his Word ) That hated you, that. 
caſt you out for my name ſake, ſaid, Let the Lord beglori- 
= : But heſhall appear to your joy, and they ſhall be an 
© x 

Be perſwaded then to do as God has done: _Leave all Judg- 
ment to the Son, to his manner and meaſure of appearing 


7 determine every thing, that nokiiot” ſhould be for him to unty, 
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Farth, to bring it forth in thy Spirit. Be firſt able to ſay, 
Thou art full of Power 5 the Spirit of the Lord, - and of | 
Judgment, before:thou takes? upon thee to declare unto thy Bre- | 
thren 1herr tranſgreſſions, miſtakes, folles, and errours. Do not | 
venture to ſtep into the Throne of Fudicature, till he, whoſe place \ 
\ tis, lead thee up, leſt thou find thy ſelf ere thou art aware, in 
the Chair ef Scorners, i»ſtead of the Seat of Judgment, + Judge | 
nothing till Chriſt comes, /e/t thou ſhouldeſt then be judged by i 
bim, as an evil doer, and a buſie body. 77s true, the Spiritual 
Man #s {aid to judge all things. But that Word, that State,that 7 
'Work, do all of them import a diſtin& and critical diſcernipg of '% 
things : ſuch muſt thine be of all things before they can be right- * 
ly judg*d by thee. Thou mazeſt indeed ſpeak evil of what thou 
knoweſt not, but thou canſi not fairly judge it, till thou doeſt the- | 
roughly underſtand it. As a ſpiritual man read theſe following . 
Diſcourſes, and as ſuch give thy judgment of them, Remember 
ſtill, that every Truth zs not ſpoken at once to every goed man, | 
nor any Truth opened to him in its full glory at the firſt ſight; Þ 
but as Luther ſpeaks, we are enlightened by Beam afier Beam, |: 
1t is ſaid of ſome things our Saviour did, and which were doye 
unto him, Joh, 12 That his Diſcip:es underſtood them not at the 
firſt, but when Chriſt was glorified, whez he took away his fiejil. © 
ly preſence, and came in more ſpirit, then they were acquainted * 
with them. What I do, /ays Chrilt 70 Peter, Joh. 13, 9, thou 
knoweſt nor now, bur: thou thalt know hereafter, Azd i» Joh. 
16.12, 13. He tells his Diſcigles, he had yet many things to 
fay unto them, /but they could nor bear them then ; howbeir, 
when the Spirit of Truth was come, he ſhou'd guide them in- ©? 
to all Truth. When St. Paul was a little beforehand caught up . 
into the World to come, the Text ſays, 2. Cor. 12. 4. that he heard 
unſpeakable words, which it is not lawful tor a man to utter ; 7 
that could not,that might not be ſpoken. Such things as would no 7 
d.ubt bave offended the beſt men then alive, if he had declared\* 
them. Good Souls have their ſeveral Orts aud Sphears of Spi- 
ritual I ight and Life; all below are += ra by them 3 
"above, and lie in their Bofoms ; bur the leſſer Circle can by no 
| \ | « means 
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weans contain the greater. 4 Soul got no further than the firſt 
Heavens, cannot hear;  canvot receive the diſcoveries and" e> 
joyments of one #n the third. '\ If a:Truth be very raiſed and ſpi- 
ritual, it is not.the firſt Beam of Chriſt\' himſelf can ſhew us 
that Truth : And if 1 by my glimmering light ſhall go about to 
examine and judge things ſpoken in a clearer day, I ſhall be ſub- 
jet to many miſtakes, and in great danger of rejefting the 
Truth, becauſe T do. not underſtand it, In my Father's 'houſe, 


3 Jaies Chrift, are many Manſions; 'Ti true of his houſe of grace 


here below; . as we// as that of glory above. 'Let every Chriſtian 
then' ſay of his \ preſent ſtate and' meaſure, This is my pre- 
ſent Heaven, my preſent Manſion ; here my God is plea- 
fed to meet me, thus he diſpenſeth himſelf to me; here 7 


will wait, until I am called up higher; and if another comes 


ard ſpeaks things beyond my preſent underſtanding and ex+ 
perience, I will judge no man's Light, Lite and Liberty in 
the Lord; being conſtaut 1o this, that as Chriſt in the fleſh 


| < came to his own, aud his own received him not ; fo alſo may 


Chriſt in the Spirit. Inſtead then of judging and cenſuring what 
thou dorſt not yet underſtand, . be faithful to that which thou at. 
ready knoweſt ; anſwer thy preſentNight with a ſuitable life, fo 
ſbalt thou grow up, not ouly into all the Diſcoveries, Truths 
and Myſteries which are in this, anudall other ſpiritual Pooks, 
but into him alſo. in. all things who is thy Head. Haſ# thou 
.received any one ray, any one glimpſe of ſpiritual Light into th 
Soul, watch it, cheriſh it, walk according to the direftion and 
inſtinCt cf zt; and this Beam hall quickly, ſwiftly grow up into 
aglorious day in thy ſpirit. For, the path of the Juſt is as the 
ſhining Light that ſhineth more and more unto the perfect day. 
Secondly ; 17 z5 poſſible thou mayeſt here meet with ſome few 
things very different from ſome of thy beloved Sentiments ; ſor 
cur Author z#tended in theſe Diſcourſes, to tell thee his own 
thoughts, ne? to gueſs at thine. My Requeſts 7» this caſe, are 
ſuch as theſe ; net to make thy felf overwiſe ; not to think 
thou knowelt any thing ; ot to abound in thy own ſenſe ; no? 
to lay too much weight upon thy own Judgment, nor too little 


upon 


'apoy thy Brother's ; not to overvalue thy own Notions a 
-nions, nor to undervalue bis ;, not to forget. that modeſty. :aud | 
Tobriety of mind which every good man ought ſtill to preſerve to | 
wards himſelf ; nor that moderation, forbearance, indulgence, 
allowance and reſpe& which not only charity, but reaſon and | 
intereſt oblige thee alwaies to expreſs towards all good 'men | 
that differ from thee. For we all ſtand in need of, and have a © 
right to ſuch a tender behaviour from one another. To impreſs 
"a little ſuch Requeſts as theſe upon thy mind, let me briefly offer © 
to thy larger thoughts upon them, theſe few Conſiderations. — 
1. 1t ts poſſible for us then to have wrong Notions aud Opi- 
nions of Spiritual Truth, when we think we have the righteſt. ? 
How eaſily do we miſtake an Obje&, and the true colour of it, : 
when we ſee it through a dyed and colour d Medium? The Staff © 
that is ſtreight inthe Air, ſeems crooked when it is ſeen under 
Water, through the groſsneſs and inconſtancy of that Element. 
Such are all our views, our reports of Divine Truths, whilſt we © 
take in, and give \forth the Copies of them through the thick, 7 
colour d, and ſpotted Glaſs ef our Natural Underſtanding. Thou 
confeſſeſt thy ſelf tg bee a poor fallible creature; thou bemoaneſt | 
daily thy Ignorance before the Lord,and beg geſt of him that thou * 
mayeſt underſtand thy own Errours: Be not then too haſiy in 
charging thy Brother with falſe Notions, whilſt thou thy [elf art ?! 
not exempted from miſtakes : Do not think thy ſelf an Infallible *? 
Fudge of his Errours, whilſt thou art but a Fallible Diſcerner of 
Truth for thy ſelf. J 
2. 1t is impoſſible for us to have clear Notions and Opinions | 
ef Spiritual Truth, whilſt we are inthbis dark and diſtant World. } 
We now fee butthrough a Glaſs darkly. We are z» a confuſed Þ 
ſtate. We can better make a ſhift to puzzle and perplex the No- + 
tious of another, than we know how to difintangle and extricate | 
our own. The Sun appears not to us in his true brightneſs and *! 
ghory, but as a red bunning fire, when we ſee him in the mornings 1 
and evenings through thoſe earthly vapours and miſts which in- \ 
rerpoſe. Such Fogs are ſtill gathering between the God of Truth } 
and our Vnderſtandings, whileſt they dwell below. We are as yet || 
: but 


- 


” 
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but like the blind man i» the Goſpel, who upon the firſt touchin 
of his Eyes, ſaw Men like Trees. How fond and obſtinate ſhould 
we think that man, who goinz' forth in the twilight, when it 7s 


| : impoſſible clearly to diſcover and diſtinguiſh any thing, is how- 
'| 


ever very confident he ſees, and reports all things aright ? - All 
our Notions of Spiritual Truths here below, are at beſt but as a 
2 Twilight, i» which Light and = meet, How unreaſonable 
A 7s zf 2G Hh own Licht is ſhaded with ſo much Darkneſs, to 
1 think there is no mixture of Light in thy Brother's Dark- 
neſs 2 | 
- It is impoſſible for us to have full and comprehenſive No- 
tions and Opinions of Spiritual Truth, whilſt we are in this ſe- 
| parated avd divided ſtate. Our knowledge here below is not on: 
\ ly dark {as was ſaid before ) but partial, Sz. Paulſwith excellent 
\Teaſon. puts theſe two together, 1 Cor. Ty, 12. We now Tee 
| through a Glaſs darkly; we know but inpart ; or, in diviſion. 
1 7t is indeed the partiality of our knowledge, which cauſes and. 
} creaſes the darkneſs and difficulty of it, and turns it intd2 
4 Riddle. That w2l/ be plain, eafie, and pleaſant to us, when we 
7 come at once 70 ſee the whole body of Divine Truth; when we 
4 /hall in one view behold the entire frame, and univerſal harmony 
A of at ; the connexion, proportion, conſent and ſympathy of one 
7 Truth with another, and of each Truth with every Trath; which 
7 being now ſeen alone, puzzles, perplexes, intangles, and labyrinths 
1 as, Spiritual Truths are now Anigma's to us, becauſe we know 
I #ut in part, in diviſion, AU our Notions and Opinions here can 
4 be but broken things, but little pieces of Truth. We are all run- 
4 ning away with ſcattered bits and ſcraps of Spiritual Truth; eve. 
4 ry one fondly calling his own ſhare the entire Purchaſe : But we 


> 
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. 7} *now not how to put things together, Some are zealous for one; 


2 others for another part of Divine Truth; whilſt we contend for 
7 one, we are apt to let go another ; whilſt we are ſeeking after 
4 one, we /oſe another : We continually miſtake one another, and 

| the Truth in each other, through our partial diſcovery of things : 
4 We have ſo much light, ſo much knowledge, as through the dark- 
'Þ} neſs and ignorance mingled with it, and prevailing over it, ſerves. 
E Us. 


Truth; but all Truth is not yet thus reconciled_in the head of | 


us to wrangle, diſpute, and quartel with our Brethren; But no? 
exough to receive and comprehend them. We have indeed a No: | 
tion of the Indiviſibility of Truth,,and are ſure of it in th? Theo. | 
ry, but we know-not how to make it out in our practice. Ut is |} 
true, that is not Truth which cannot dwell with any, with every | 


any Good man on Earth, although it be ſo in cvery Good man's 
heart ; he is im love with all Truth, but has not yet found out 
all its Alliances, the whole compaſs and circle of it. Truth is 
one 7» it ſelf, but it is broken into I know not how many pieces | 
as it is in us ; and thoſe pieces through the darkneſs mixt with © 
them in our ſpirits, fighting one againſt another. The next © 
ſlate will give us a clear and comprehenſive view of things; all © 
the diviſions of Truths and of Spirits, will then be at an end, © 
Thoſe Truths, thoſe Spirits ſhall then be reconciled, and ran into © 
the Embraces of one another, that feem now to.ſtand at the grea- : 
teſt diſtance and \ defiance: Then the Darkneſs ſhall no more |! 
predominate over the Light, nor employ it thus unnaturally to © 
cautend againſt /it ſelf ; but the Light running together from all © 
parts, and every where mingling with it ſelf, ſhall ſwallow up % 
all the Darkneſs. But we have now only a glimmering proſpett ® 
of this happineſs. It is impoſſible to attain here to a full view of * 

the whole face of Truth, which is great and glorious as God. 41! | 
our preſent Notions and Opinions are tro narrow, too contratted to | 

take in thoſe innumerable Rates and Beams of Divine Truth, 

which are every where ſcattered aud diſperſed among all the * 

Children of Light, Thou haſt but one litile part of it in all thy | 

Notions and Opinions ; thy Brother has another part in his. 

Tuſtead of undervaluing his ſhare, it becomes us much better to | 

acknowledge the fhortneſs of our own ; and to ſay of God (with * 

Job.upon another occaſion not much different) Job 26. 14 Lo, theſe 3 
are parts of his. waies, but how little a portion is heard of him ! ? 

4- The ſame Spiritual Truth may communicate it ſelf to wu 

in yarious, diflerent, and contrary Notions aud Opinions. The 7 

whole ſtate of things all along throughout the Chriſt ian World,is a |: 

ſuffctent POS this matter, 1t is ſomewhere well obſerv'd by 


our | 


hong” 5+ io 


* 


So taped 


our Author to. this purpoſe, as they ſay in Philoſophy, The Ef- 
ſences, and kinds of things, are unmoveable, and ever the 
ſame ; However there be an infinizeneſs of uncertainty and change 
in the Individuals by the variety and change of outward accidents: 
So ifyou compare one good man with all other good men in all 
ages, you will every where find the fame New Nature, the 


Z fame inward favour and relliſh, the ſame Divine Principle 
7 and God-like life in them all; Whilſt the 1award forths of 


truth and goodneſs upon their underſtandings, and the outward 


7 expreſlions of them in their converſations, and prattices, doex- 
2 ceedingly vary and differ, from the different degrees and waies of 
7 their light within aud their educations, and cuſtoms without. The 


Apoſtle ze/ls us, Rom, 14, One Chriſtian believeth that he may 
eat all.chings : Another who is weak eateth herbs. Let not him 


| that cateth deſpiſc him that cateth not ; And let not him, which 
; cateth not, jadgehim which eateth: For God hathreceived him, 


3 One man eſteemeth oneday above another : Another eſteem. 


7 ethevery day alike. Letevery man be fully aſſured in his own 
2 mind. He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto theLord ; 
2 And he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not 


regard it. Ke that eateth,- eaterh to the Lord, for he. giverh 


; God thanks; And he that eatethnot, to the Lord he eateth 
7 not, and giveth God thanks. Both theſe are different, and con- 
7 trary in their No: ions, Opinions, and prattices ; And yet in that 


difference, and contrariety, do both ſerve the ſame Lord, and 


7 are accepted by him, They both in their ſeveral opinions, No- 
! tions, andprattices, have the ſame apprehenſions of the glory of 


God, the ſame reference and regard to it, the ſame aim and inten- 


' #. 7:0nof Soul to make themſelves a Spiritual ſacrifice to him. Nor 
* does this hold only in the leſler matters of Religion, but inthe 
2 greater alſo. Beſides that Babel and confuſion of languages, that 
* variety and contrariety of opinions which are in the Chriſtian 


' 3 World, about things of a lower conſideration ; What diſputes, 


* what controverfies, what contradidtions, do we ſee at this day a- 
7 nong good men concerning the moſt ſubſtantial, and vital truths of 
7 zbe Goſpel? How even among the beſt Chriſtians themſelves, are 


c ſome 


ſonce of the greateſt points of C briflianity, darkened and perplexed! 
with Clouds of diſputes, with diverſity, and uncertainty of opini- 
ons, with different and contrary \exylications + What Frinciple 
of Chriſtianity ( how clearly and\ exprefly | ſoever it has bzen re- | 
-vicaled' to us in the letter of the Scriptures ) has been univerſally * 
received and explained alike by all good men 2 Do we not every | 
where ſee theſe very Perſons, who have (as we have reaſon to 
Judge) entertained the ſame Divine Truths in the inward power, 
life, and Spirit of them, do yet diſcourſe, interpret ,and preach them ; 
in Notions, Opinions, and Forms,wery different and contrary to one | 
another > Do we nct every where ſee good men puzling, and con- . 
founding each other with their own explanations of thoſe wery 
things, inthe life and power of which they are all agreed? Have : 
we not upon this accompt ſeen ſome of the beſt of men ſuch ſtran- 
gers to, and ſo jealens of one another, that they have been unable to * 
-bear oxue another.” Leokabread, lay afide all thy prejudice, fond. | 
neſs, and partiality; And then tell me if thou doſt not every where | 
meet with the ſame ingenuity, modelty,humility, a»d meekneſs 2 
of Soul ; The ſame detire aud diligence in the ſearch after truth ,* 
the ſame goodneſs , holineſs of heart and life ; The ſame Love to 7 
God, and his wares ;\ the ſame fincerity, and integrity, -the ſame 
purity of intention, aim and end ; i» perſons that appear to”! 
thee, and to one another, of very different, and contrary minds, 
and prattices, in matters of Keligion. Their Souls. are vitally 
quickened, and informed, their converſations beautified, and a-* 
dorned, with the ſame Spiritual truths; Which by their ex-# 
_ of them, they ſeem not to underſtand, yea to contra- : 
1ct, \ 2 
 T have fome where read a ſtory of a blind man who could diſtin- * 
grzſh and judge of all metals, or pretious flones, by weighing 1hem © 
7n his hand. 1 am perſwaded if we had learnt thus to jadge of Sji- | 
ritual things, not bythe beauty of ſome outward form and appea- | 
rance, or an agreeableneſs ?90ur own'Notions an Opinions ; But © 
by the weight of an inward Principle, and the Power of a Divine © 
life ; We ſhould diſcover a maſt harmonious agreement in the | 
Effential aud radical Prizciples of Diviye truth and goodnefs,c- 


mong | 


4 
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meig theſe who ſeem moſt of all to oppoſe onz another, za their Noti- 

4 ons,and Opinions. If we did but know how to getinto,to open, and 
T interpret each others Souls ; How toweigh not only words, and 
7 phraſes, but Spirits, as God is ſaid to do, Prov. 16. 2. We ſhould 
7 quickly find, that we differ more in words, then in thoughts, aud 
2: the Notions of things, then in the thi 


2zruth itſelf. St, Paul excellently 
imatter, 2 Cor. 4.6,7. Where ſpeaking of tbe light of the know- 
ledge of the Glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, he zells 
2:5, we have this treaſure in Earthen Veſlels, that rhe excellen- 
icy of the power may beof God, and not of us. That Spiritual 
*rruth which 7s the ſhiniug forth of the glory of God in the Perſon 
of Chriſt, the firſt, the ſupream}*he univerſal truth, zs the heaven: 
\21y treaſure ; The ſeveral Notions,and forms in our underſtand-- 
32ngs, by which this truth appears to us, are but apart of the Far- 
Zthen'Veſlel which holds this treaſure. How weak is tt, to lay the 
weight of ſuch a treaſure, apon ſuch a Vellel, ſubjet to ſo many 
2 frailties, flaws, aud cracks 2' How unworthy is it, toaſcribe the 
Fexcellency of that power to ourſelves, which belongs wholly to 
3God > Sure I am, it is not the Veſlel that mates usrich, but the 
treaſure which is in the Veſlel. Thus again, The ſame Apoſtle 
' ſpeaking of the ſame thing in another expreſſion,tells us,x Cor.q.20. 
x The-Kingdom' ot God is not in worc, but in power. This Kings 
2 dom oat not in the excellency of our notions and apprehenſions, 
3 of our words, and expreſſions concerning Spiritual things; But 
31 the inward Vertue, Vigour, Life, Power,and Spirit that isin 
the Nature of them,to change the whole man into one image of glory 
with themſelves. Spiritual knowledge is not a notional, yerbal, 
23 andtalking ; but a real, living, and practical thing. Divine truth 
2 is better anderſtvod, as It opens and unfolds itſelf in the holy, and 


| themſclves._ 
Our Spiritual wiſdom, holineſs, ſtrength, and happineſs, do 
not lye in our Notions, and nh 
Fl 


" Noth Spiritual truth, Ext in the 


inguiſhes, and explains this 


heavenly mind, and life of a good man, then by all the Syſtems of 


I Drvinity,and good Books in the World. 


Thy Brother has ( it may be ) ſeveral Notions and opinions of 


b Spiritual Truth, very different from thine ; But hz is really fan- 


C 2 


Ctificd 
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&ified through the ſame trath;He has purified his Soul in obey- 
ing the truth through the Spirit. Ze is become aliving Edition 
of_the truth, it is written in his heart,it ſhines forth 2» his life, 
he has ſo learned the truth, zhat he knows it as it 1s zz Jeſus ; 
although he cannot yet receive 11,as it 1$1n thee, nor thy notions 
and repreſentations of it. His Soul, his life, is dyed, coloured. 
ard figured with it ; the truth is transforming his whole being 
into one beautiful and bleſſed image with, framing, falhioning,, 
his whole man according, to, itſelf. This muſt needs be a better 
proof that he is truly one with thee in the ſametruth, then the 
higheſt complement he can pay to thy own, notions and Opinions 
concerning it, can poſſibly be; Holineſs is the Character, and ſeal 
of the Spirit of Truth. The reſult of this conſideration is plainly 
this, Th.it we ſhould not lay too gre.t aſtreſs upon our own notions 
and O;inions, nor deſpiſe our Brothers ; That we ſhould make the 
image of God, aud not our own likeneſs, the reaſon, rule, aud 
meaſure of our Brotherly Love ; Obſerving ſtill in all our Chri- 
ſtian converſes, that excellent League which our Saviour himſelf 
has eſtabliſhed. He that is not againſt us, is with us. Wh2//t we 
ſee the ſame truth vitally influencing, and quickening the Souls 
aud ſpreading itſelf throughout the lives of good men of different 
and contrary ſent iment\, let us no longer judge another by his com- 
primiſing with our own ſenſe of things, but his agreement with us 
zu the ſubſtance, power, efficacy, and Spirit of the truth. 

Thus the primitive Chriſtians judged, before the iniquity of 
the times, anda worldly intereſt corrupted the ſimplicity, and 
peenched the : fiſt ond pever. waraeng of, Religion. No may was 

Yocrnſirs for his Opinion, , that lived well, although there 
were very ſtrange notions then commenced. So much and ſo juſily 
did thoſe better ages of Chriſtianity, prefer a God like life, ta 
the righteſt notions aud Opinions. Nor did they want the | 
higheſt Example, Authority,and Reaſon in this matter, God him- * |: 
ſelf having told them, and us. He is no reſpeCter. of Perſons, 
but in every Nation, he that feareth him, and workethrighte- 
 ouſneſsis accepted with him, ACt. 10. 34. And again, Rom. 12. 
7. The Kingdom of God is not meat and Driok, but.righte- 
ouſneſs. 


ouſneſs and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and he that in 
theſe things terveth Chriſt, is acceptable t# God, and approv- 
edof men : That is, ſhall be juſtified in the day of all Divine, and, 
humane Principles. Whatever his outward form, or inward O- 
pinion be ; Whe, her he eat, or eat mot ; Reep a day, or keep it 
ot ; So it be to the Lord, to Charity, and to Adific 1tion. 

5. All the trueſt and beſt notions, and Opinions we can have 
of Spiritual truth here below,are to be done away.when we ar- 
riveat that ſiateabove, So the Apoltle expreſly tells us, 1 Cor. 
13.9. 10. We know in part, and we Propheſy in part. Bur 
when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part 
ſhall be done away. We /hall then loſe all our preſent Notions 
| aud Opinions of Spiritual things, not in a blackneſs of Darkneſs 
and Death, violently breaking in upon, and overſpreading them 
But in the brightneſs of an unmixt, andeternal light pars apon, 
\ and comprehending them in i'ſelf. They ſhall all be blotted out, 

uot as water quenches the fire ; But after ſuch a manner as the 
Beams of the Sun do pur it out, by drawing up the finer, and 
more fiery parts into themſelves. They ſhall be put out, not as a 
Candle is bythe Extinguiſher ; Bat as the darkneſſes, and ſha- 
dows of the night are ſwallowed up by the light of the morning: Or 
rather, as the ſeveral colours of light .in. the firſt dawning of the 
day, are afterwards drunk up into the pure and perfet light of the 
encreaſing day. 1t is yet but a morning light with the moſt enlight- 
ned Souls hereon Earth. In the firſt breaking of the day, the 
Light ( you know ) appears to us ina variety of colours, one after. 
another ; Till at laſt as the day comes on, all thoſe colours are 
changed into an unſtained and pure light. Such are the diſcove- 
ries of Spiritual things to our underſtandings,whilft our true day is 
yet but Springing. All our Notions and Opinions of them are as 
fo many colours of light, growing clearer and clearer, unto a Noon 
day brightneſs. Now all theſe colours vaniſh;New all our miſtaken, 
dark, mixt, ſhort, and diſproportioned notions and. apprehenfions, 
break up into alight which has nothing of privation, mixture, im- 
perfettion, or ſhadow in it. But till then it is impoſſible forus, to have 
ſuchNotions© Opinions of Spiritual truth as can admit of no change; 
or 
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'or emprovement We are here ina growing..® travelling tate. And 
whilſt we are ſo, motion is better thenreſt. We can now'no more 
ſtint, and fix our ſenſe of things, then we can hinder and ſtop our 
owngrowth ; Or keep day out of the World, when the Sun ariſes. 
It is not here, our reproach, but our praiſe, 70 be [till changing our 


minds, to be ſtill transformed in the renewing of them, that we” 


may prove what the good and acceptable will of God is. To 
change for emprovement,to alter our minds for the better,is not our 
inconſtancy, but our virtue. This zs only tochange, as all things 
do, when they encreaſe ;, nothing ſpeats us more rooted, fixt, and 
eſtabliſhed, ther ſuch a\change. Thou art not (it may be) of the 
ſame mind, at this inſtant, thou wert in, a few dates paſt, neither 
dſt thou know what mind thou ſhalt have tomorrow. The ſpirit of 
man changes Opinion every moment ; And what one reaſon brings 
inthis hour, aſftronger may carry out the next. Nor wil/the good 
Spirit (. if thow'art indeed afted, and informed by it) ſuffer thee to 
reſt in thy preſent light, and much leſs in thy remaining darkneſs, 
Thou art not yet ſo knowing, ſogood as thou ſhouldſt be, if thou 
canft be ſatisfied with thyſelf, and thy preſent Notions of things. 
Art thou not waiting for Chriſt to: touch'thine Eyes. a ſecond 
time? Doſt thounot prayfor his Spirit to lead thee into all truth 2 
Can'ſt thou be contented to loſe thy ſhare in the riches of that 
glory, thou art yet a ſtranger to? Thou thinkeſt ( it may be) that 
thoa anderſtandeſt all myſteries, and haſt all knowledge, but ſtill 
all thou canſt attain to here below, is but a little part of what is 
vet to come ; And will bedone away, when that which is per- 
tect appears. Why then doſt thou lay ſo great @ weight upon thoſe, 


Notions and Opinions, which. thou hadſt not the other day, which | © 
thon mayſt loſe ta morrow, and whichare finally to be ſwal'owed: 


up? Whyfhouldan obſcure, dark, intricate, curious, unneceſſary, 


wacertain, and fading Notion and Opinion, be imploy'd to the pre-. 


judice of that Charity that ſhall never fail > Ail our Notions and 
Opiniens are changeable, remporary, tranſient, and periſhing 
things ; They paſs away, and confute: themſebves, whilſt we are 
contentling for them. but Love is alaſting, permanent, a» Fter- 
nal Duty, and perfection. This fhall remain, when all our Noti- 
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o0#F and Opinions of one ſort and auother, ſhall for twer ceaſe to'be ; 
Shall either ſink down into their firſt darkneſs out of which they 
 (prung ; Or riſe up into, and happily loſe themſelves in thetr 
Original Light. | | | 
6. Letus ſeriouſly confider how miſchievous the want of that _ 
moderation, 7 am pleading for, 'has all along been to Chriftians 
and toChriſtianity it ſelf. _ What depths of inward filthinefles 
have the differences and animoſities of good men about Opinions, 
diſcovered in them, and drawn forth trom them 2 What floods of 
outward miſeries have they brought upon them ? 7! is this has 
given ſuch a ſcope, and power to our luſts, to our pride, ambition, 
covetouſneſs, anger wrath, bitterneſs of Spirit and revenge, as has 
been more wounding to Religion, then the malice of all the wick- 
ed men in the World can poſſibly be. Tt is this has ſet us to rake 
into the Tnfirmitres, Weakneſſes, and Miſcarriages of our miſta- 
ken Brother ; And whilſi men have been thus employed, what 
heaps of dirt, and folly have they poured out of their own Spirits, 
to the greater ſcandal of themſelves, aud thezr protefſion ? 7t.zs 
this, has for ſeveral ages delivered up the Chriſtian Worl# to dif. 
order, bloud, and deſolation. Tt is this, has rendred a, great par. 
of it_unhabitable_to_a_mas_that afſerts the juſt Iiberty of hes 


-_- 


mind, 1t is this has made Chriſtians ( who'ſhould be the brig 
S of 


men ) much worſe toeach other, than wild Bears and Rea 
prey, for they devour not one another of the ſame kind. It is this 
has raiſed ſs many ſuſpitions, jealoufies, fears, beapt-burnings, 

* evil ſurmiſes, mutual provocations to wrath, and'theughts of re- 
venge, and ruine, among our ſelves, that we are almoſt become an 
eaſy prey to our common enemies ; And if we ſhould eſcape them, 
are in —_ to be conſumed one of another. We have laid the 
ſtreſs, and weight of our Religion upon Notions, Opinions, out- 
ward modes and forms, and ſome of thoſe ſubſervient only to a ſe- 
cular intereſt,and reaſons of ſtate, and not upon thetruth and ſub- 
ſtance 2t ſelf, which is Jeſus Chriſt, aud his Spirit. For this 
reaſon the Righteous God ſeems tohave gitzen up the wholeframe' 
of Nature to confuſion and deſtrution, and to be drowning the face” 
of the Earth in-bloud. 

St 


St. Paul, 2 Theſl.'2; 1. pats theſe two together : Thecoming 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and, our gathering together to him. 
And we often read :n the Scripture of his coming with. all his 
- Saints. Lines are at therr greateſt diſtance in the circumference ; 
the nearer they come to their center, thenearer ſti they are to 
one another. As we are drawnforth from all thoſe things which 
we have ſet up in the room of Chriſt, and are made to unite in 
his Perſon alone, ſo ſhall we alſo draw near to,and be at peace with 
one another. It is he alone who is our King of Righteouſneſs,and 
Prince of Peace, the true Shiloe. 7/nto him ſhall the {gathering 
of the People be, and unto each other in him. Nothing more proves 
him to be ſo far oft from us, as our being ſomiſtrably ſea'tered, 
divided, and driven away from one another, When he ſhall again 
return, and appear to us inhis own Perſon, when we /hall for his 
fake caſt away all our Idols, and unanimouſly running into his Bo- 
ſom, cry out with an univerſal ſhout, None but Chriſt, he alone is 
that eternal image zt ſelf of all truth, and goodneſs, which 
we have been every where ſeeking, our center and reſt for ever : 
When we ſhall no more place our wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanTifica- 
ton, and redemption, our Religion ix thoſe forms and Opinions, 
which are but the outfides, and dreſſes of it, and muſt pais away 
with the faſhion of this World; Which are but the leaves and 
husks that ſhall fall to theground; But in him whois that Trath, 
Life, Power, and Subſtance which endures for ever. Then ſhall a 
peace which is toencreaſe without end, bleſs the World ; All 
our Swords ſhall then be beaten into Plow-ſhares, our ſpears 
turned into pruning-hooks, and nothing be lefr to hurt, and 
deſtroy in Gods holy Mountain. 
A mutual forbearance, indulgence, allowance, and kindneſs a- 
mon all honeſt hearts of different perſwaſtons, and prattices, has 


ot only thy own intereſt, but the concern of all thy Brethren, 


and the welfare of the whole Chriſtian World after the higheſt 
manner contained in it, For it is the ſafety, ſtability, ſecurity, 
ſtrength, and ſubſiſtence of a good intereſt, and of all good men, 
in the midſt of a very unkind,angry and wicked World ; Whoſe 
rage aoth not terminate in the extirpation of any one particular 
ſet, 


_—__ "0-0. 


fe, 8r-party of men, but would by degrees, and as ff a5\13 
gutfyion Ai wes #{eff. Se. Paul with admirable reaſon joint 
theſe two together; Eph. z, 2,4." Our walking with all towlinefs 
and meeknoſs, with long ſuffering, - forbearing one another in 
love; 4nd, our endeavouring-to keep the umty of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace. 73 is moſt plainfrom this Scripture, - That 
the unity of the Church of God, is not anagreement in inward O: 


piniens. andoutwaril forms ; But an 'Unixy of Spirit; as Unity 


's rhar Spirit, wdihiis-rhccomm#n Soul of the Church, Hhiſje- 
cificating form, the conſtituting and conſerving Principle "of. all © 
trac Chriſtianity, We are not united to Chrift, and toone anos. 
ther, &y the fame Opinions, and Forms; but byone and the ſame 
Spirit,nor can any Opinions and Forms divide us fromChrilt, (and 
therefore ought not to ſeparate us from each other if they have 
v0? in their own nature an - enmity to - the heavenly image” of 
Chriſt, which js Spirituality 5 Or: #othenatural image of - him 
which is morality. 7? is again expreſly told us in the connexion 
of this Scipture. Th. the way to preſerve this Unity of the 
Spirit in-the Body of Chriſt, is by walking towards one another 
with all lowlineſs and meekneſs, with long-ſuffering, forbears 
ing one another in love; And nt by ' a proud, haughty, impa+ 
tient, peeviſh were yy wee, of - our own Notions, and modes 
of Religion upon them. This may indeed be a miſtaken piece of hn 
_— to ferve our own Worldly intereſt upon Chriſtianity ; 
but I am wery ſure, there is nothing of the true Spirit of Chriſt is 
this temper, nor of 4 right endeavouring to keep the Unity of his 
Spirit in ſuch a proceeding. - - 5: 
- How tlear is it again from this Scripture, That the bond of \ 
peace has zts ſtrength, and root, not in an Unity of knowledpe | 
and uniformity of worſhip, but in the Urtity ofa Divine Spirit ; / 
As the Jympat'y, and Union of all the members in the body a-' 
riſe from, and is preſerved by the Unity of the Soul, - + © x 
Whilſt there is asgreat a difference in the Original make o 
Souls as of faces ; ir the complexions of minds; as of bodies 3 
whilft the variety of humane underſtandings is ſogreat; Whilſt we 
are under the power of different —_—_— educations, a»d _ 
SALES. reſts 


rells, ſeveral-meaſures anddegrees of light; Whilft there is'1m- 
perfe&tion.in our flate,negligence in our ſearchings after truth; & 
aw;envious one a/waies ready, to ſow Tares ; 1? 75 unreaſonable 


40 expett a propertion,and analogy 'of Notions\and Opinions among. 


good men, Whilſt we are thus ' circumſtanced,, there will be ſome 0. 
therwiſe minded ; Nor do / know any remedy in ſucha caſe, but 
a mutgal forbearance, zi// God . cleares up the matier of ditte- 
rence 7his forbearance cannot be- more. our Duty, then it is our 
intereſt, ard neceſliity ; for it i5-0ur preſervation in the mid/t 
of, powerful luſt's within, aud potent Enemies without. If allgood 
men.could but make aſhift to tollerate one another, this wicked 
World muſt be: bound to:endure; them all. Could: they but hold tos 
gether and lyve one, another ; Noforreign violence could break 
them... Goodneſs is ſtrenger then Evil ; and therefore the gocd 
thus.united, -and-in-an Ailociation; Muſt be too powerful for the 
Evil, aw#th all jts Plots, Confpiracies, and Force. What a root 
of mi/chiefs hate the Diviſions - of .good men been in all ages to 
themſelves. © From hence we may derive all the. Evils we.tee), 
qgnd thoſe alſo.we fear. . When the ſheep puſh, andrun-heads a- 
gainſt one another, the Shepheard ſaies, we ſhall have foul wea- 
ther. We have already ſeen the truth of ibis obſervation, .: and 
Lam aff raid muſt feel jt once. again. *71s eaſy to-preſage a-ſ!orm 
when ſo much. 111 weather appeares in the Spirits, faces, and a- 
Aions of men.. Gad grant it may prove but a ſtorm, for from the 
animefities that are.zet between good men, and an implacableneſs 
of Spirit which-is ſtarted among. us, we have cauſe to fear a De- 
luge. | | 

' Theſe Reader;are ſome few General conſiderations ?0 impreſs a 
little upon thy mind; that moderation which is thy Duty, and ex 
very goed mans Right, how different fſoever his Notions, and Opi- 
nions may. be from thine. T-might now add: ſome others, which 
more particularly relate-toour excellent Author, but I have at. 
ready too much exceeded the bounds of my own intentions, and thy 


| patience; yor would I pilengty expcs from the Medeſty of my firſt 


Refolution, which was to do wthing in this ſervice, that might 
pretend to paſs for a Preface ro theſe following Diſcourſes. 7 
| therefore 
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therefore leave the Book itſelf to opento thee its own unſpeakable 
worth, as thou readeſt it. And T perſwade my ſelf, when thou haſt 
duly peruſed it, and well obſerved thoſe excellent rules by which 
our Author governs himſelf throughout theſe diſcourſes; That 
admirable ternper, and Spirit ; That pleaſant, and powerful ten- 
dency to holineſs, and ſpirituality , that is every where to be 


found inthem 2. Whatever thy thoughts may be concerning ſome of 


his ſentiments,thou muſt needs have a great love for his memory. 

* There is not in the univerſal Nature of things a more 
intimate Sympathy ,then that of Truth,aud Gooodneſs; they are 
really one ; They are for ever inſeparable: They differ only as 
the feal andthe {tamp ; Goodneſs being but the Impreſſion of 
Truth, -” 

"Thes confideration ( I muſt confeſs) has ſo far prevailed with 
me, that I cannot defend my ſelf from thinking, there muſi 6+ 
ſomethin 4 truth 2 all or Author has bere delivered to us, 
whilſt 7 7 4 there is ſo much goodneſs in zt all. : 

And now Reader, according to cuſtom, 7ſhould ſpend a great 
deal more of thy time in a long Apology, for having already ta- 
kenup ſo much of it. But in my Opinton to excuſe this matter, is at 
once to abuſe my ſet, and thee. For it was in my power not to have 
given thee all this trouble, if for the ſake at leaſt of ſome Rea- 
ders, I had not judged it reaſonable ſo to do ; and if thou thinkeſt 
otherwaſe, it is ſtill in thy power to eſcape as much of it as thou 
pleaſeſt. T chuſe rather totake my leave of thee with this ſerious 


. Requeſt to the, Tha? thou wouldſt read theſe Heavenly Diſcour- 


ſes with the ſame Divine Love which firſt brouzht them forth from 

the fountain of all Loves, It is not by the ſagacity of our own Na- 

tural underſtandings, &ut by being rooted axd grounded in Love 

that wecome to comprehend Spiritual truths, hat this Love may 
abound in thee yet Ly and more in knowledpe, ' and inall 

judgment, or ſenſe, rhat thou mayſt approve things that are ex. 

cellent, Ts t he-hearty prayer of 


Thy Well-wiſher and Servant - 
7. WHIT F. 
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Except ye be converted, and beccme as little Children, ye cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 


N the Firſt Verſe, the Diſciples 'of our 'Lord meaſuring the State. of 
Things above, by the Principles of Reaſon, and the Faſhion of this 
World; make this Inquiry ;' Who ſbould be Greateſt m the Kingdom 4 
Godzas if Ambition wult follow us into Heawen,there a)fo.to make a Hel!. 

Our Savior would undeceive thoſe, whom He lov'd, by anfwering not fo 
much to their Propoſals, as their Principles. Therefore He gives them a full 
Deſcription of the Chriſtian Myſtery, which is expreſt in the words of 'my 
Text : Except ye be Converted, and become as little Children, ye cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 

This Deſcription hath Three Parts. 

Ii. A Riſe to a Kingdom. 

2. The Race towards it.. 
| 3. The Rogalty it{clf. 

I. The Riſe to the Kingdorzs lyes in theſe words : Exceps ye be converted : 
The Greek word fignihes a Turn or Change from the preſent Principles, and 
Forms of things to another wvertue and view. 13. 4 

2. The Race tothe Kingdom 1s thus ſer forth : and become as little Children : 


. Diminutives are {ignsof Afﬀectiou, Delight, and Dependence ; as that ; One of 


thoſe little Ones, that belicveth on Me : Mar, 18. 6. 

3- The Royalty itſelf, is magnificently deſcrib'd : Ye cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. The Kingdom of Heawen hath a Twofold Signihcation. | 
Sometimes it is generally taken tor both States of Grace and Glory : one being 
the Inchoaticn ; the other the Conſummation : Man in one, being asa Ring Elef : 
in the other a King Crows'd. Sometimes it hath a particular lenſe,, and points 
out one peculiar State of Liberty, and Spiritual Glory ; as Rom.14.17, The 
Kingdom of God conſiſteth not in Meats and Drinks : but m Righteouſneſs,Peace, 
and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt. So again, 2. Per. 1.8, 11. If theſe things be in you, 
and abound, a large entrance ſhall be made for you into the Kingaom of Heaven. 
The Reaſcn of. the Expreſſion in both ſenſes is ; becauſe God 1s both the King... 
of Believers, and their Kingdom, either in Fleſbly Types, or in his own Spiritual 
Appearance, EEE THIEST 


B Thee 


Theſe three Parts thus opened, afford us three DoFrines for our Diſcourle. 

* Do. 1.'The firſt Riſe to true Religion is a Converſion or Change. | 
Do. 2: The ſecond Courſe of chings in Chriſt ianity,ss a Childhood or Sonſhig. 
DoR. 3. The third Degree im Chriſtianity #, an entrance into the Kingdom 

of Heaven, or the Royalty begin. - oo 
"0 Doct. 1. The firſt Riſe to true Religion, is a Converſion or Change, This 15 
the firſt Do#rize ;, and | begin with it, . | 
David's language makes it good, Pſa. 51.13. Then will T teach tranſgref 
ſours thy ways, and ſmners ſhall be converted unto thee. He that will pats fron 
the diſmal Depths of fin and Woe, to thoſe Heights of Strength, Holineſs and # 
Sweetneſs in God, muſt make his ;fir/# Motrom a Converſzon, a Change trom a } 
Deſcent to an Aſcent; from going Owrward to the Circle, to go Inward to 
wards the. Center of things, which comprehends and caſts forth: all the Circles, =P 
| "The Explication of the Point will be its fulleſt Confirmation. . I will open it Þ 
i three Parts. | ; 
x. The Change. 2. The Circumſtances. 3. The Cauſe of this Change. 6: 
Part 1: The Change. There are two States to be conſidered in this Parr, 
I. The State of Man before this Change. | 
| 2. TheState, to which this Change is made. | 2 
% | I. State. That of Man before this Change. . Man before his Converſion 7 
walks in a threefold Image. . ER 
I. The Image of Nature. %. The lnage of the Devil, 3. The Image of Divine 
_1. Image of Nature. St. Pau tells us, 1 Cor. 15.49. As we have born'the bE 
Irnage of the Earthy,we ſhall alſo bear the Image of the Heavenly Man. Earth and 7 
Heaven are here oppoſed, nor'as Mex and Angels, Viſible and Inviſible thing, | 
bur as the Stare of things i the|Creature, and iz Chriſt, So it appears mani- : 
feſtly by the Context of that place, that the firſf Adam, the Earthly Man, the 5 
firſt Creation, Nature in the Vilible and Inviſible things of it, are all the ſame 
thing, and One Imaze. Into this Image Man 1s born of his Natural Parents. In 
this he lives Naturally. | 
This Image hath three thin 
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35 in it. : 
- I. Ts a Repreſentation. 2. *T'is a Meer Repreſentation. g. *T'is a Mixt One" þ 
1. The Imnge of Nature is þ. Repreſentation. The Earthly Man is an Image : 
of God, as well as the Heaverty. St. Paul teacheth us, Rom.5.1 4. in the latter * X: 
part of it, that the firſt Adam is a figure of him, who is to come; that is, Jeſus hs 
Chriſt. Whatever Rich workings, and various forms are in him, who is the = 
Wiſdom of God. Whatever Depth of Life. Heighth of A&tvity,Store of Virtmes | 
are in him, who is the Power of God : Whatever raviſhing Beanties are in 
him, who: is the Brightneſs of the Father's Glory: Whatever: endlefs Sweet- 
meſſes of Love, Lovelineſs, mutual Relations are in him, who is the fr, the Only 


begotten 
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Teporren of the Father; Al theſe are figtred chtt, and yepreſeiied ts us in the 


Earthly ImSge. "This is the firſt rhing. 

"2. The Image of Nature is a Meer Repreſentation : It hath a ſhow of 
things, but not the very things themſelves. We Tead Pſal. 39. 5. Man at his 
beſt Eſtate is altogether vanity. Takethe firff Man athis Beff; ashe was crowti'd 
with the whole Quire of Angels when they were the firſt and freſheſt Rayes of 
Divinity among the Creatures ; as he was cloatt'd with- the heavenly Bodies, 
Sun, Moon and Stars, while yer they were the near and tranſparent Images of 
Angels living in them ; as he hath ſpread abour his Feer, all the Delicacies of 
Air, Earth and Sea, when they were, Pure and Chryſtalline, Reflettions of the 
heavenly Bodies : The fr/f Man 1n this State was a meer Phantome, a Heeting 
Fancy, a Bubble, Vanity quite thorow, and { he vamſht in his Fall. wh 

Gen. 1. 27. God made Man in his #19 Image, Þſal. 49.6. Surely Man 2valk- 
eth in a vain ſhaw. ' Thoſe two expreffions ; Image, vam Show,” are both'the 
ſame in Hebrew, TSelem. 1f you rranflate the fame word in Geneſis, as it'js 
tranſlated in 'the P/alm, you will then read thus; God made Man in a vain 
7 4. NTT ES TIDES | , " 

Obj. But you may object thus againſt this; *If God be O-7njpreſent, and fill 
All, how can any thing be a Repreſentation of bi, 2vithout bin ? He is'at the 
bottom of the Sea, in the ſhafles of Death and Hell, Pſal. 139.8, 9, 10: Cah 
any thing be'a meer Show, when he who is 411, is every where, and fills each 
Show of things, 

Anſ. *Tis true, as Euthydemus the Heathen taught of old; AlI things are 
mn each thing : Or as St. Paul {nce him hath Preacht 'upon clearer grounds : 
God is a Fulneſs filling all in All, Eph. 1. 23. But this alſo is trge, that All 
things are in each thing according fo rhe Manner of that in 'which they are. 
God is as truly in the Froward as in the Gentle Spirit. But we learn the Diffe- 
rences of his Preſence from David, Pſal. 18. 26. With the Pure thou wilt ſhew 
thy ſelf Pure; with the Froward thou wilt ſhew thy ſelf Froward. | 

God is not only on Mount Sicn, but on Mount Simai ; yet fo, that on Mount 
Sinai he is a flame of fire ; on Mount Sion a calm and clear Light. So God is 
in Himſelf, and in the Creature: In Himſelf he is Himſelf; the Eternal Rock 
and Subſtance of things. He is #n the Creature, only as his 6wn Shadow. 

This is the Infiniteneſs and Unſearchableneſs of God. He comprehends the 
thinneſt Shadows m Himſelf, and makes them.there Subſtantial. Again, he 
caſts Him/elf into every Shadow or Show, and Himſelf there becomes but ſha- 
dowy. Thus he is All in All. Thus much for the ſecond thing in the Natural 
Image. | 
n The Image of Nature is a Mixt Repreſentation. "The Making of the 
World. was divided into fo many Parts, as Days ; each Day had its Night; a 
Morning and an Evening made the Day. This was to figuihe that the Funda- 
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mental Conftitution of this une of things, was laid . in a commixture of 
Light and Darkneſs. Theſe two mutually catch and enfoldrone ansther. 

The Light diſcovers God : ("The Darkneſs cbſcures that Diſcovery ; 1o that 
ſeeing, we dont fee. The Light pleaſetb us ; the Darkneſs perplexeth thoſe plea- 
ſures ; ſo that this Life is as a Shady Valley,as a Shadow of Life and Death, Hea- 
wvenand Hell both in one. The. Light invites and allures us to thoſe Immortal 
Seats above, pointing our a ſhining Path ro them, "The Darkneſs affrighrs us, 
and drives us back, caſting a miſt of Doubt upon rhoſe beautiful Beings, pre- 
ſcnting it ſelf between them and us, asa Dreadful Gulf to be paſs'd, 

Nature is by this means an Image of the Perfetions, which are beyond Na- 
ture; but an Imperfect one. God ſpeaks it, I/a.55.9. As the Heavens are 
higher than the Earth ; ſo are my wates higher than your waies,and my thoughts 
than your thoughts. "The-waies of God are the unchang'd workings of Glory, 
perpetually caſting it ſelf into all Changes in the Divine Nature. "The Thoughts 
of God are the deepeſt Roots,the moſt ſpatious Expan/ion and Putting forth, the 
xt and glorious F latforms or Figures of things, in the GoJhead. The Waies 
and Thoughts of Man, are the figurings of things in Nature, or according to the 
. Forms of Nature. This is a certain Rule: "The firſt thing in every kind is. the 
Original and Subſtance ; all ſecond things are Images of that. The firſt thoughts 
and waies arethoſe in God. "The IVazes of Nature, the Thoughts in Man,are 
ſecond to thoſe, and ſo Images of them ; but with as vaſt a Difference, as the 
Diſtance 1s between Heaven and Earth. "Thus Imperfe# and Mixt is Nature, 

yer an Image of Divine Perfections and Purity. 

We have now taken a view of the fir## Image, in which Man walks be- 
fore his Change. | 

Uſe 1. Excitation. The firj# Uſe 1s to awaken in us a Senſe of our State, as 
'weare Men. This would very advantagiouſly direct, ſweeten, ailiſt our Con- 

verſion. Lt us then to this end conſider theſe four .Quyeſt ions. | 
1. What we are. 3. Whence we come. 
2, Where we are. 4. Hyw we came hither. 

Queſt. r. /b4t are we? David anſwers for us, Pſal. 39. 6. Surely Man 
walketh in a vain ſhow, and dyquieteth himſelf in vain. Man is a Shadowy 
Show. Deſcend O Man ! to thine own Bcirg : Enter into the ſecreteft Retire- 
ment of thine own Spirit; there fit, lo9k round about thee and ſay, Can [ 
comprehend my ſelf ? Can I tell into what form my will would grow up? or into 
what ſhapes I ſhall paſs after this moment,while I live, &r when I am dead? It 
I cannot tell this, then ſure Iam not my on Origms!. 

Vain Main! why doſt thou exalr thy felt by Pride, as if thou wert /om- 
thing, ſeemg thou art not the Beauty, but the Face in the Glaſs ;, too flight a 


thing for thy ſelf to rake hold of ; roo weak a thing to refle& upon it ſelf ? 


Fooliſh Man ! What doſt thou, feeding upon thy Spirit ſuch a numerous - 


flock 


AA 


I 


nn, i Snooonn rn tr 
Ls 


ee ane SF FIERO. OR L OP tes , 


i. TEASES od on 


[5] Rb. 
flock of Cares, Contrivences, Confidences, Plorsand- Paſſions ? Haſt thou no. ſenſe 
of this, that, it 5 not in Man, that walks, to guide his own ſteps ? There is 
ſome Eternal thing above thy reach,paſt thy underſtanding,which faſhions thee, 


and carries thee on in its own Image. 


© Look upward then, and ſay, O thou hidden and ſupreme Subſtance ! which 
' haſt caſt me, as thy Shadow, upon this Earth; comprehend me. O thou ſupreme 


Pattern! which haſt ſent me forth to paſs thorow this world in thy Image ; 
Guide me. 

Q. 2. Where are we ?.1ſhall give a twofold Anſwer to this Queſtion. 

Anſ. 1. We are in a world of Images. This world is a Type of God, inſo- 
much that ſome Heathens call'd the world, the Great God. Solomon faith, H#3/- 
dom lifts up her woice, and cryes in the corner of every ftreet. Wiſdom 1s the 
Brightneſs of Eternal Beauties ;, the Streets are the Outward Forms, on which 
all the Creatures walk forth ; the Corner or Head of the Street is the Power or 
Principle in theſe Forms thorow which, as by ſeveral Tongues of Fire, the 
Forms above ſparkle and proclaim themſelves. Ther ſound, ſaith St. Paul, 5 
gone forth into the whole Earth. 

Canſt thou ſleep, be {lothful or fad here ? Hear and ſee. O Man! thoa art 
in this world, as at a Show. A Neije of Diving Glories deſcending thorow the 
Clouds : Apparitions of heavenly Eflences, or Excellencies coming forth ſha- 
dowcd ; theſe fill the empty ſpace. A Repetition of Bleſſed Sounds ; a Reftection 
of Holy Tmages falling from above; This is the World in which thou liveſt. 

Doſt thou not feel Deſire awakened in thee ? Haſt thou not a ſecrer' ſenſe 
of high Joys infus'd into thy Soul? then ſpread rhy Spirit thorow this world; 
take it into thy Spirit, as the Noſe of a Harmony ſounding from far. "Take in 
thy ſelf, as a Part of this Noiſe. Paſs thorow this world, as a Throng of Appa-' 
ritions, thy ſelf being One among the reſt. Aſcend now with theſe ; for if thou 
flide d:2ward, thou ſiak:f# out of them into a waſte Deſert : Bur if thou be 
carried upward in them, they will ſtill grow ſweeter, brighter, and fuller to 
thee, til they bring thee to their fi Fountain, where thou and they toge- 
ther ſhall drink. and be wrapt up into an immortal Fulneſs. | 

Thus this Shallow world will have a Dep:h in it, {Ell to conterrt thee, and 
ſtill ro carry thee on farther ; while it ihall till have a Relative Delight, int 
Repreſentative Beauty. Jeſus Chriſt is brought in {peaking after this manner,[/z. 
8. 18. I and the Children wo5ich thow. haſt given me, are for ſigns and wrenders. 
So let my Soul fay to my God. Hzzheſt Beauty | Greateft Lowe! I and this 
World, i.:to which thou hoſe brought me, are for ſigns of thee, [0 to move won- 
der and delight.O! that I waight be 1n the midſt of them ;, that they might be unto 
me, as figures only of thee, [ubſiſtins «nly in thee. So thele ſlight things wenld 
have a Divine Fulneſs ; for even they would be thy Pleaſures, thy Gleries,O Ged! 
as in a figure. 


Lnſ. 2+ 
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An. 2. We are in a World of Meer Images. The multitude of Creatures is 
often in Scripture compar'd to Waters ; for as Water they receive the Images 
of heavenly things without the Subftance into their thin paſſing ſtreams. Look 
then on Theſe, and immediately caſt th * upward to the Subſtances which 
ſhine hixt above, and ſhed theſe Glimpſes of themſelves. O Men! why do you 
caft your ſelves fo ardently on the Faces of Beauty in theſe unſtable Waters? 
You can embrace Nething ; you can meet Nothing to ſuſtain you. You: ſink 
and periſh in the midſt of theſe wavy Sun-fhines. | 

The firſt Creation is often call'd a Sea. The Sea 15 unfruitful ; nothing can 
take Root in the floods ; untam'd, devouring all things. We are launcht forth 
upon this Sea of Appearances,'in this Veſiel, the Body, not ro Dwell or Grow 
upon ir, much leſs ro Throw our ſelyes into it ; but to Glide ſwiftly over the 
Face of it, to a firm Land of Bliſs. But, alas! what throngs of people are there 
on every {ide caſting themſelyes with a furious Delight into this G#/f, where 
every Wave is a Grave, when it once receives thee ? Mot, the W3ſeſt, linger 
and dally on this rolling, roaring Deep, ill their Yeſſe? worn our, or ſplit up- 
on ſome Rock, they be ſwallowed up in the midſt of the Floods, and never 
reach the wiſhed Shoar of Immortaluy. Di 

Angels ignitie Meſſengers. The Beſt things. of this world are Invitations 
only, Meſſergers ſent forth to call the Gueſts: They cannor Feaſt us : "They 
have not for zs. All cry Wiſdom ; That which we ſhow, and you ſeek, is not 
in ts. I am not He. We are not The Life, Beauty, Foy, but a Voice crying in 
the Wilderneſs, in a vaſt Empiine(s. Come, taſte and ſee hew good the Lord 1s ; 
what ſatisfactory ſweetneſſes are in the Godhead. 

Foſeph ſcar Alles laden wiyh proviſions, and Waggons, to bring his Father 
Facob with his Family into Egypt. Our Younger Brother, the New Man, the 
Lord Fefrrs, hath ſent torth rhe Contents of this Life, as Waggons and Aſſes, 
to bring the Old Man our the Fleſh, into the Boſom of the Father, the Pal- 
lace of Eternity, there ts rejoyce/for ever with our Brethren, all the Children 
of the Great King. How, fooliſh/a thing is it for us to miſtake the Waggon for 
the Court, which 1s only the Convoy ? How brotiſh a thing is ir to forger the 
Gloriesof our Father's Houſe, that we may run, feed, lie down with the 4ſſes ? 

Q. 3. Whence came we? \Whenceare Shadows caſt ? from their Subſtances. 
Whence do Images flow? from their Original, From an Immutable Yub- 
ſtance, from an Eternal Originalare we then come forth into this world. Then 
ſhall we never have Reſt, till we Return thither again. Our firſt Secd will be 
moſt Iward with us,and Inſeparable from us ; it will travel with us thorow all 
Forms ſtill working in us, {til wearing out, and caſting oft all Forms, in which 
t /ojourns with us, until it bring us back into z ſelf, and become our only 
Clothing, our only Content. 

Hegar was flying from the face of her Miſtreſs Sarah; _ but ſhe meets an 
Angel 
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[7] 
Angel-that fwyeetly ſends her back thicker, where God: would provide for her-. 
Sarah.is the Divme Forms in the Spirity Hoger, . this #leſbly_Being,. the Band: 
wowran. This Eartbly Nature is unable to bear the frowns and ſeverity of her 
Heawenty Miſtreſs ; ſhe flies from her Face, her Appearances, which oppreſs the 
Fleſh, with their Glory. Bur the bright Images of this Beauty, as Ange/s,mect 
che Natural Mas inthe way of his flight, inthe Principles of Nature. By the 
flaſhes and breakings forth of theſe, Man is perſuaded to return, and ſubmir 
hinaſelf; ro the ſupreme Beauty, his Miſtreſs and Parent ; fo only ſhall he have 
proviſions of Foy and Reſt from his wandrings. | 

Our Saviour takes a {weet farewel of the Earth in this language, 6h. 16. 
7.28. 1 came forth from the Father into the world; again I leave the world, 
and go to the Father. Happy is that Soul, thar after all her weary ſteps tho» 
row the world, to ſeek Content, now tyred,thinks of Returning to her Father, 
her firſt Husband ; and breaths forth ſach ſighs as theſe rowards him: O my 
God! Thy Fulneſs is the womb, out of which I was brought forth into this world : 
Thy Sweetneſs is the Boſom, in which I muſt eternally reſt. How long ſhall T linger 
bere ? O when ſhall Ionce leave this world, and come again to thee * 

 Q. 4. How came we hither ? Thorow a Darkneſs. You ſhall in the firſt of 
Genefss (ee, that Darkneſs is the Ground of this Creation, and all Ligbt-Colours 
are laid upon that Ground, Darkneſs is the Bound between God and the Crea- 
ture, thorow which all things paſs outof one into the other. 

This Darkneſs ho/ds forth to us the Light nf a Twofold Rule. 

Rule 1. Let us not think to know eternal things by the Light of this World, or 
any Creature. When we come into this life, we come well drencht, drawn. 
thoraw 2 Sea of Darkneſs. There 1s no more any Remembrance of former 
things. We know not where we were, when God laid the Foundations of the 
Earth ; or, what wewere before that, when all our Boxes were firſt ritten- 
by God, in bz Book; when thirſt thoſe Erernal Forms, wi.ch were to frame 
and ſuſtain every ſhape or ſtare, into which we ſhould paſs, were brought 
forth in the Divine Wiſdom. | 

We are of Teſterday, and know nothing, We are ſtarted upynto this Life 
thorow a Darkneſs behind us, which lies upon 2! things which are beyond. 
this Image before us, and ſwallows up this into it ſelf, as it paſſeth along. Yam 
Man would be wiſe, though he be born, as the wild Aſſes Colt. Why ſhould 
Man undertake to bring torth from himſelf the Beauties of Wiſdom, when he 
comes upon the face of the Earth out of the ſame Darkneſs with the Afles Colr, 
as void, as that, of all Eternal Images ? 

Rule 2.. Care not to. cloath your ſelves with the Contents of this World, all 
which you muſt put off, ſo ſoon as you touch the Brim of this Darkneſs, into 
which you muſt return. Carenot for the Cares or Sorrows of this Lite. Thoſe 
waters of Forgetfulneſs, mto which we muit all defcenc, will waſh them all 
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away. Imagine'this Life, as an T/and, ſurrrounded 'with a Sea of Darkneſs ; 
beyond which lies the 91ain Land of Erernity. Bleſſed is he, - that can raiſe 
himſelf to fach a Pitch, as to look off this Ifland, beyond that Darkneſs,” to the 
utmoſt bound of things. He ſees his way before, and behind him. W har ſhall 
trouble him, on this 7Twig of Life, on which he is like a Bird but now aligh- 
red from a far Region, from whence again he ſhall immediately take his Flight? 

Thou camiſt through adarknefs hither,but Teſterday when thou wer't born. 
Why then ſhouldſt thou nor more readily, and cheerfully return thorough the 
ſame darkneſs back again to thoſe everlaſting Hills? 

Let us then ever be in Tune to ing, that ſadly ſweer Song of Far-ſeeing, 
and ſo much-ſuftering, Fob, Job. 1. 21. Naked came out of my Mother's 
womb ; Naked ſhall I return thither again.The Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh. 
Bleſſed be the name of the Lo-d. Naked cameſt thou, my Soul, thorough a 
Darkneſs into this World, ſtrip't of all the Glories above. Naked muſt thou re- 
turn again out of this World, quite ſtrip't of all the Glories; and Griefs here- 
"Phe Lord gives thee forth thorough this Darkneſs into this Life : the Lord 
takes thee in thorough the Darkneſs cur of this Life to Himſelf. Bleſſed is 
the Name of the Lord. Relt thou in the Bleſſed and Glorious Workings-' of 
the High God, while thouarrt in that Darknefs. Thou ſhalt ſuddeniy be paſ#d 
beyond it ; where thou ſhalt in an open Light enjoy the Hidden workings 
there; where thou ſhall ſee the Higheſt Beatirudes and Glories, Eye tro Eye, Heart 
#1 Heart ; They and Thou, being made One Life, One Spirit, and withour 
Partition or Vail, | | 

Uſe 2. The endearment of the Lord Feſus to us. If this Face of Nature, 
wh'ch now preſents it ſelf to us, have ſuch Beauties, Greatnelles, Varieties ; as 
raviſh us from all fenſe of our ſelves, our preſent ſatery, our ſouls, our. God ; 
from the Love and Delight, which from them flow into our Spirits : - what 
Sights, what Things above IVords are there then in Feſr;s Chriſt ? what Rawiſh- 
ments would furprize us, and ſnatch us out of Fleſh, if we ſaw Him ? For 
Nature and this World is but the Earrhly, Infericur, Imperfet# Image ot God, 
and of the Perfon of Chriſt, which is the Heavenly, and Supreap Image. 

Now we under-value and negle& the ſweernetles of our Saviour for this 
Worl#s joyes. But if we ſaw Him, we ſhould much more deſpiſe, Ten rhou- 

ſand Worlds, ten thouſand rimes heightned in Glory ; as a heap of Dunghills, 
in Compariſon of Him. 

Our Blindneſs, our Blindneſs clips the wings of Deſire, clogs the Spirit of 
Delight in us. O Feſzs ! caſt rhou . but one Gl:mpſe of thy ſelf into our ſouls, 
and we ſhall run from all things after thee,fly beyond all things rowards Thee. 
How Dark and cold thingsare thele Shadows ro him, that harh ſeen the. Light 
of Beauty in thy Perſon, and felt the warm Life of Love in Thine Embra- 
ces? Shew thy ſelf ro me, and fer marry Worlds, many Deaths more between 

me 


2 
= 


Pf Sa ; 
$ >; Of, ER "jt is 
__ TEES Pty Shy fy 


SiMe CS. a6; Mk nat Hae 
ART OS: LIES 


7" Ry bt Rt n 8-462 Pearl Ea Ly _—_— " _ A nes REY "W IOIETIFT'Y "In PEN GS Ie . I AAS 5 gab; nt thu v oo TA EI] * Z 
N a 2D Sz; 6 DO Ra AB Shar. IE F "PETITE a Ab : O - 24 : be Saedynyrs x2: 4; | CIwe 677 2 BOkA RE 2 + = Su YR $ 
© if UNS 24G th VE IN: It 0 $9 Ea Hoa af op aps I cine 3 BOP I OPS ; GO to ef #e\Þfr- 1 = \ SH-07 ved, 3 


ft 


« *_ 


CO cn 


I. Power, of Darkneſs. 2. Power, of Diviſion. 

1. Power of Darkneſs. Tha is the Form, and Diviſion the Figure of this 
Black Spirit. Darkneſs is made his CharaGter ; The Power of Darkneſs his 
Princely Title: Colof. 1. 1 3. Who hath delivered us out of the Power of Dark- 
neſs into the Kingdom of his Dear Son. It is read thus in Greek : ont of the. Prin- 
cipality of Darkneſs, into the Kingdom of the Sen of his Love, The Devil, as 
the Prince of Darkneſs, which implies Diwi/ion, is oppoſed to Feſers Chriſt, the 
King of Love, which is wnity, and lives only in Light. 

a. 77 : Epheſ. 6. 12. We fight againſt the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this 
World. You may thus tranſlate it more to the words : againſt the World-compre- 
bending Powers of the Darkneſs of this State. As God is One and Many,by a 
grateful Diſt inftion in the Unity, lo is the Devil,One and Many by a grating Di- 
viſion without Unity : many Powers of Darkneſs in one Power. 

The Devil in this Darkneſs lies, as a Stamm upon the Beauties of the whole 
Creation ; defacing the Image, dimming the Glory of God in them. He lies, 
as a Cloud upon al the Contents of the Creature; ſpreading a melancholy Shade 
vyer them, infuſing a Poyſon of Fears, Falſhoods, Deceits, Miſtakes, Dangers, 
Death into them. He is a Priſon, and a Chain Shutting up, holding down the 
Spirits of men, when they would break forth, and raile themſelves into that 
Light of Divinity, which faintly glimmers in this Darkneſs. Such is the Fir 
Part of the Image, the Power of Darkneſs. x 

2. Power of Diviſion. The Name,- Devil, comes from the Greek Word, 
AﬀdCor@. which {ignifties molt properly one, that caſts in Principles,or Seeds 
of Diviſion. So he is deſcribed by our Sawicur, in the Parable : The Ervicus 
man, the Enemy hath ſown Tares. Our Lord with a Divine depth defines this 
Spirit in thoſe words : A Kingdom divided againſt it felf cannot ſtand. What- 
ever ſtands, muſt be founded upon a Unity. 'The Devil is a divided Kingdom, 
a Duality, a Ruinous Thing. 

This Power of Diviſion divices utfelt into a Seven-feld Power , which is 
known by theſe Names. C I. Self- 


I, Self- love. 2. Loſt. 3- Covetouſneſs. 4 Py ble. | | 
| 5. Emoy. 6. Paſſion. 7. Enmity, or .Deſparr. 

t. Power, Self-love._1 John 4. 8. God'is' Love: Lowein the Aſtral? ; 
Love Abſolute, Unlimited, Infiite, a Univerſal Sweetnels. The Devil-1s Seif- 
love ;a particular Being cutting off atſelf from the reſt of things; from Him, 
whos the Great, Tam ; in whom all things have their Being. Theſe are the 
Circlings of the Serpent, by which he folds,-and wraps up himſelf in hiaſelf. 

This Serpent, before he ſpake to'the Woman, rempted himſelf with 'this 
glittering language. EC 14. 14. I2v#ll be like the moſt High. The rſt word 
inthis aſpiring ſpeech is that, which firſt-made him a Devil of an Hg : I; 
The eſtabliſhing of a Proper Intereſt divided from the general Intereft of things 
in the God-head. This Self-lowe-is the Horned head; into which he then fprou- 
ted forth ; the Clowen Foot, in which he ended ; when he firſt with-drew him- 
ſelf from the all-comprehending Unity, intoa Circle, and Center 'of his own. 

2. Power, Luſt. This is a pregnancy to multiply himfeif'; to -bring forth 
himſelf in ſtrange, and diverſe forms ; upon ſtrange and diverſe Images. \God 
. 3s One, Gal. 3. 20, God brings 'forth himſelf 43 One Image, Jeſus Chriſt #8 
his Only-begotten Son : Foh. 1. 14. God brings forth all things by this One 
Image, and in it : Colofs. 1. 16. In him were all things Created. 'The Devil is 
contrary to God in all this. He 1s that Sox of God, which broken, and de- 
form'd by his Fall from the Firſt Unity ; goes full of 'monſtrous.Luftafrer the 
Daughters of Men, dark, divided, fleſhly Images of the Creature. With theſe 
he mingles himſelf; ſo he/ brings forth himſelf and them into Gyanly ſhapes, 
and in a Brood of Gyants. Gyants, in Hebrew, fignifie, Dead, Diſtratted;Pro« 
digious Forms, as appearing from the ſhades below ; or faln, andſunk thither, 

Our Saviour calls this Spirit of Laſt: Joh. 8. 45. The Father of Tyes : 
becauſe he begets himſelf upon all things in baſe, ſpurious, and various Shapes. 
Solomon repreſents the Image of the- Devil in Fleſh,and this World, by a J/ho- 
riſh Woman ; becauſe ſhe luſts after, and wanders thorow all'the diverſity of 
divided Forms in the Devil. 

3- Power, Covetouſneſs. Pro. 30. 16. There are two things,that never fay, 
enough : the Grave, and the Barren Womb. This Inviſible Power is a Womb of 
Darkneſs, which takes in all things ; but brings forth nothing. So the Dark- 
neſs is never enlightned, but ever increas'd, made deeper and moredevouring. 
This Spirit is the »wi/ible Grave, which draws all things into it. But then it 
crumbles them into Duſt ; it divides them from themſelves. So the Principte 
of Diviſion is ſharpned, nor ſatisfied : fretted to a greater wideneſs, - not filPd. 

Thisis the Serpent feeding upon Duſt ; ever encompaſſing the Earth, 'This 
5 the Bottomleſs Pit. | 

4. Power, Pride. 'The Devil under this property is calPd If. 14. 12. Luci- 
fer, the Son of the Dorning. He faith, w. 13. I. will exalt my Throne above 
Oy | the 


[14] 
the Stars f God. His ambition 1s to ſhine alone ; and as he riſeth toput out-all 
other Lights by the Malignity of his appeararice. He goes on + v. 13. I will 
fit upon the Mount of the Congregation,” m the ſides of the North. "The appea» 
rance of our Lord Jeſus in the double flame of 'Ferror and Triumph':; Conſu- 
ming,'and Crowning ; is from the North: Ezek. 1. 4. Fhe Mount of the Con- 
gregation is Mount Son, where the General Aſſembly, and Church or C ega- 
gation of the Firſt-born are, Hebr, 12. 22, 23. 'This is the Mount lied up 
above every Mountain : 'The Spirit exalted above every Spirit. | 

The Devil would ſeat himſelf upon this Mount in the place of Jeſus Chriſt ;, 
to be, as he is,the Onely One. Yet he would have it with this difference; to be 
the top of the Mount, while the great Congregation fit, . as the Clouds, under. 
his Feet ; to be a conſuming Fire to all others ; a Crowning Glory,only to him- 
(elf. | 

God is the Heavenly Hieruſalem, where all things are Fellow-citizens. The 
Devil is that Babe, which faith ; I fit alone as a 2uecen, Revel. 18. She thinks 
her ſelf never Great, till ſhe have ſwallowed up all her Companions ; never 
Great enough, till ſhe be Great alone. 'This is the difference between Pride, 
and Phenty.. IBHE 

5. T_ Ervy. This Power is a Refieion of Darkneſs and Diviſion upon 
it ſelf, from the Senſe of Beauty and Unity elſe-where. It is Myſtically deſcrib'd, 
Revel. 20. 1. An Angel came down from Heaven with a Chain m one hand, 
a Key in the other, v. 2. He took hold of the Dragon, the old Serpent, and bound 
him up inthe Bottomleſs Pit. Divine Wiſdom is that Chaim which reacheth 
from the Top' of Heaven to the Center of the Earth ; where at both ends, ir 
meets,and 1s © ned in God. The ſeveralRanks of things, the diſtin&t Orders of 
Cauſes and efteRts are theLinks of this Chain mutually enwrapping each other. 
The Key is a Divine Light, and Spiritual Power, which faſtneth , or looſeth, 
draws up, or lets down ; waves this Chain, and every Link of it at pleaſure. 
The Angel repreſents our Lord Feſws. | 

When he brings forth this Glory from God to men ; He by it takes ſuch 
hold of that Power of envy in the Devil ; that he makes him to fink himſelf 
deeper, lock himſelf up faſt, into the Bottomleſs Pit, into his own dark and di- 
viding Principle. 

6. Power, Paſſiun. Paſſion 182 Rage kindled, and heightned by Reſiſtance. Tt 
is ſaid of the Devil, He hath great wrath, becauſe he. hath a ſhort time, Revel. 
12, 12, He is in that Chapter ſet before us, ' as a Dragon, A Dragon hath his 
upper part ij like a Bird, that flies in the air : his lower parts Snaky, like 
a Serpent crawling on the Earth. So 1s Paſſion, partly rais'd to its own pitch, 
and height, there breathing flames,and ſparkling fury : partly kept down, laid 
low in the Duſt by oppolition. | 

The Devil in this Power is, as Fire ſhut up in cloſe matter, Earth, or Iron ; 
where it burns with a Fierce and diſmal Rednes. C\ 7. Power 


[12] 

7. Power, Enmity, or Deſpair. God is Eternal Life: The Devil is Eternal 
Death and Ruine : Apollyon, Abaddon : Revel. 9g. 11. The Myſtery of God 
is 4 Fellowſhip, Ephel. 3.9.The Myſtery of the Devil is a Deſolation: E.66.2.4. 

Jeſus Chrif isa Braſen Serpent, lifted up ; a Glorious, Eternal Principle of 
Diſtin#ion, dividing between the neareſt Forms, bringing each one forth to a 
naked Diſcovery in its own Property ; and all in his own Divine Light. The 
Devil is a Fiery Serpent below on the Earth; a Dark, Furious Principle of Di- 
wiſion, ſeparating all Forms of things, ſetting each apart in its full Power, in 
the midſt of his Helliſh Flames. | 
- "Theſe are the Sever Heads of that monſtrous Half of the Devil's Image, 
the Power of Diviſion. 

The Man in the Goſpel poſſeſs'd by the Devil was a ſhadow of the Devil in 
this Twofold Shape of Darkneſs and Diviſion. He was ever among the Tombs, 
rearing and rendng his own fleſh. So this Diſtracted Spirit dwels in himſelf, as 
in a Living Tomb, into which he labours to draw all other things. He is per- 
perually dividing, and Tearing all things, but moſt of all himſelf; 

Qu. I cannot paſs from this '[mage, till I enquire how Man was brought 
forth in ir. Our Saviour fully ſets Sh the Truth, and manner of this in one 
word : Ye are of your Father the Devil, Joh. 8. 

Weread in the Third of Geneſis, of Two Seeds: The Seed of the Woman,. 
who was the Image given by God to Man, out of himſelf, through Man; 
in which Image Man was to enjoy, and bring forth himſelf : The Seed of the 
Serpent. When God had brought forth Man from a Divine Seed into a beauti- 
ful, and bleſſed Image : the Serpent ſows his dark, and dividing ſeed in this 
Fair Field. He brings forth man the ſecond time from this poyſonous Seed into. 
his own Image, in which he captivates. the Image of God, Thus the Son of 
God is become the Son of the Devil. 

The Spirit of lies and murthers by the Forbidden. Tree,as by his own Image, 


begets the Woman into the Form of ſin, and death : through the Woman. 


he begets Man. in the ſame Principle and State. 
Thus we ſee Man before his Converſion in the Image of the Devil. 
3- Imageof DivineWrath, "This is God ina Twof5la appearance : 
I, Fae. 2. Smoak. 

7. Appearance, Fire. Who ſhall dwellwith Ewerlaſting Burnings : EL. 2 3. 
1.4. The Nature of. Fire is to work upon Confuſed things, to- Separate them 
in their Diſtin&:ons ;, to gather them pu. eta 1n. their Affinities. So the 
Fire ina Stick, makes the Fiery part to. take its way by it ſelf ; while the Airy 
part vapours into Smoke ; the Earthy fallsdown-ward into Duſt ; the Water 
weeps out at the ends of the Stick. 

The Forms of things in Fleſh lie hudled, and imprifon'd one inanother.God 
comes down upon the Creature ip his #ath, as in.a Fire; to Conſume that 
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| [13] 
dark Band of Confuſion, that Bar of diviſion, the Fleſh; to Diſpoſe all things 
into their ſeveral Varieties; to Colle& all things into their proper Unities, both 
the Vailing, and the Vailed Forms, i 

2. Appearance, Smoak. So the Wrath of God is deſcrib'd : Pfal. 18. 8. A 
Smoak went up out of his Neſtrils. Fuel by Smoak paſleth into a Flame : the 
Flame again works itſelf into a Smoak, and fo vaniſheth. God, as a Smoak 
darkens the Glory of the Creature, and ſo draws it into the Fire. Again he 
carries it out of the Fire into a fine cloud of white Smoak, which + aaa 
to appear again in the God-head, Thus the Smoak is God's clothing, as he 

oes into the Fire, as he comes out of it; both Aſcending, and Deſcendave. Yer 
withal the Smoak, and the Fire are mingled too. + 

Man ſtands Natzrally in this Image of Wrath, as in his deepeſt Root,.next 
the God-head in its naked being. Our of this he Springs, into this he Sinks. 
So St. Paul ſignifies, Epbeſ. 2. 3. And were by Nature the Children of Wrath, 
as well as others. We are the Children, of this Three-fold Image; Nature ; 
Devil ; Wrath; Subordinately. 

God comes forth in. an Image of H/rath. This brings forth Devils. Theſe 
wrap themſelves up in the Natural Seed, which firſt brings forth the Natural 
Image, then thorow that breaks forth into a Devil, out of whichit grows 
up into a Formof Divine Anger. So the moſt Radical Principle puts forth it- 
ſelf laſt into appearance ; as the Rational life in Man. 

Thus much of the Threc Images. 
| Application. | | 

Uſe. Admonition. Letus take heed of Sim, for its Father's ſake the Devil; 

and for its 07. This Admonition will make its way into your Spirits; if from 


that, which hath been ſaid, you ſeriouſly conſider 7290 Things. 


I. The Nature of the Devil. 2. The Nature of Sim. 
1.TheNature of theDevil.Behold in this,as in.aGlaſ, Fowr unlovelySpeFacles: 
| I. Solitude. Þ Torture. 
2. Horrour. © 4. Upglmeſs. 


'1, SpeHacle, Solitude. As a high and dreadful Cliff upon ſome dangerous 


; Shoar:ſuch a Solirude is the Devil.I;ſaith he 5yill be like the moſt High: as high 


as he; but with this difference :God is above all, and in all : The Devil would 
be above all,and without all : God is ſuch a Height, as is all in. all : The Devil 
would be all alone : God is alone, but ſo,. as that he is One with all Things: 
The Devil would be alone, but as a Precipics broken oft from all things.. 

As the Mouth of a Burning Mountain,which waſts all things round abour 
it, and makes the neighbouring Circuit a, wide Deſolation : ſuch, a. Solitude is 
the Devil, Revel. 12. He is repreſented, as a Dragen ready to. devour the: Man- 
child, ſoſoon, as he is born. As a Dragon in his lonely Den,the Country a Wil-: 
derneſs all about: So is this Fiery Spirit eager to conſume. all appearances. of 

| As 


Life,andGod upon their farſt diſcoycry. 
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As the Night, which entombs all things in it ſelf, and'makes the richeſt yas 
" riety of Shapes, but one Lonely ſhade : ſuch 2-Sohitude'ts the Devil. ool* 
Conſider this, all ye who cleave to the Noiſe,Glories;Ptcaftres of this world; 
and-feave your God, leaf you ſhould'be' Melancholy: See, and tremble _to ſee 
into what 2 Melancholy Shade, whar a ſolitude your fouls paſs, when-you die. 


2. Spettacle, Horrour. Imagine a world, where over your head inſtead of a | : 


Sky, black, pitchy Clouds perpetually roul,not ſuffering any Glimpſe of Light, | 
or Day ever to appear : under your feet, inftead of Land, or Sea; a vaſt, amaz- | 
ing depth, which no where by nothing bounds your fight, or thought : round 
about yeu, a DeloJate Narkneſs, preſenting near,and at furtheſt diſtance, all thoſe 
Forms, which are bred in the womb of' darkneſs,” and carry” an aſtoniſhing 
datkneſs with them to the Senſes, and Spirits of Men; like apparitions,Light- 
nings, Shrieks, dying Groans, - roaring Tempeſts, Howling of wild Beaſts ; to 
a man alone in a Forreſt at Midnight. Such a world: of Horrours is this Evil 
Spirit.Fherefore he is ſet forth by the: Outward Darkneſs, where the Worm dits 
not:a Darkneſs withoutLight or Limit,in which all -gnawing Forms of Horrour 
live. Let him, that hates not that world of Curſes, love this world of 'Vatiities, 
For the Vanities of oneare the Porch-to the Vexitions of the qther., ' ':- 
3. Spettacle, Torture. Every Wound is a Diviſion. What are Fears, Pains, 
/ Griefs, Death ? Separations of Deſires from their Delights, Facalties from their 
| Objetts, Principles from their AF, End, Perfettion ; in a word, Things from 
.- | Themſelves. All Deaths and Tortures then are inthe Devil, at'their heighth, 
\.- | in their fulleſt Power. For he is the Prineiple, and Power of Diviſion. ._ 
| 'TheLifeof this Mighty Creature is a Twwedged, Flaming Sword in-'the 
"midſt of itTelf. Each'ACt, and Motion of life is the Brandiſhing of this Sword, 
c_ and Burning in every Part, and point of life with ten thouſand Ari- 
hes. ; 
IPs Spe&acle, Uglineſs. Deformity is Darkneſs with a Diſpropertion. Darkneſs 
in harmony with Light makes a Beauty. So the Eyening and the Morning 
make a Day. So the Night, and ſleep are the ſhade of an Angel's wing, drop- 
Ping ſweet ſleep, and reft on Men, - tt 
Proportion is a Kind, and Image of Unity. vs vs ebermp is a Diviſion without 
any form of Unity. Where this Diviſion, and Darkneſs firſt meet, there is the 
Center of Uglineſs, the Fountain of ugly things. This is the Babel, where 
Ziim and jim dwell, Unclean Birds ; Forms dry without any beautiful Wa- 
ter; deſolate,no pleaſant plant of Life, putting forth it ſelf there ; irkſome,and 
tateful, being ſurrounded with a rude Darko, like rocky, uncouth Iſlands 
in a Tem 7 os Sea ; or Screech-Owvles in a Melancholy Night. "+; 
Theſe are the Four SpeFacles of dread, & death, in the Nature of the De- 
vil : Solitude, Horrour : Torture, and Uglineſs. Now make up theſe Four into 
One, let that One be a Living Spirit of greateſt AFivity, and Capacity : This 
L 1s 


[i5}. - 
s-the Dev4, tlie Bottomleſs Pit of ' Things; rhe" Unpaſſable Gulf, which divides | 
Heaven from?Hell. \ This is the F'a+her af - Sr, and Swners. - - fi 19790 

Now before you commit a'Sin,propound this :Qweſtion to your ſelvesCan I | 
exernally wanderina:Darknefs, where T ſhallnever meet —_— or. Com- | 
fort? Can I:make everlaſting Clouds my Canopy? Can I lie under theſe ar | 
Reſt? Can I ſleep ſweetly over an'unknown, roaring Deep ? Can1 imbrace | 
Fire, feed: on Payfons, drink-down 'Tortures, like Water ? CanI-make thoſe | 
hateful Shapes, ar which, when they appear, the ftouteſt "men grow iff with | 
horrour,and feel ther hair to ſtand on end upon their heads ? Can I make theſe | 
ghaſtly, difmal things my Phay-fellows ? | "TON 

I youcan doall this, then go, fin freely, Bur if theſe be Terrours above 
Man, to bear :take heed, and ftart at a Lwff, more than you would at a Ghoſt, 
for theſe-arebut weak Types of thoſe Tormenting Truths, which Sinners mult 
try below. For, as God makes Heaven; ſo the Devil is the Hell, intohun do / 
all polluted Souls deſcend; they dwell, riot ofily with, but + Him. Fs 
047. Why:ſhould-any \doubr, whether there'be a Devil. But alaſs! who be- 
lieveshim tobe anything beſides a Scar-erow ;exceprt Children, or /weakand. 
faperftitious'Spirits ? | 

nſw. Yet, you that thus reaſon, ask thoſe 'Primeiples, that govern you : 
Do not Senſe and Reaſon thew, that all things have their Roots, out of which 
they riſe?. Are there not fuch things, as 'Folhes, Filths,and Furies ſpread through 
the World? Are they inot, if not the Al}, yet the Greateſt part-of the word ? 
Can theſe be,andino' x whe. Hr 1 whichthey are United; and at their Height ? 
This Spromg is this Spirit, which we caltthe Devil. This is that untany'd Sea,of 
which Fob ſpeaks.Job.7. 12.449 I a'Sea, or'Whate, that thou ths breakeſt me ? 

What pity then is 1t to ſee Millions of men go with merry dalliance down), 
'the ſtreams of fleſhly delights ; and at the fame time to ſee that Cloudy Sea of ! 
Horrours,into which they.are within a few moments dehvered by theſe ftreams?/ 

"If "every thing make haſt'to its own Princeple, and Element; Fire tothe up- 
per Circle ;'Earth to its' \Center- below-: If it be Natural'for every Plant to. 
bring forth its own Seed: then ſure, it cannot be, but'that each guilty Soul 
honld fink downward to the Element of Woe, and Horrours, the Center of 
Darkneſs : then ſure, every $5 mult at laſt bring forth a Dew1/. 

You that love your /uſ?s, 'more than your God, learn from your Bodies, the 
ſtate determin'd upon your Souls. Your-Bodies are Duſt, and to Daft they muſt 
return. Your deflled «Spirits are of their Father the Devil, and ro him they: 
-mult again go, when they leave this World. "This is the firſt conſideration to. 
preſerve us from Sin : The Nature of the Devil. 

2. The -Nature of Sin. We read no where of Mary Magdalen, that ſhe: 
was Poſſeſs d according to the common acceptation of that' word. We read, 
that ſhe was a Simmer, emmently, abſolntely, without reſtraint, as if ſhe, who is: 
(aid, 


ſaid to have been ati Hoſteſs, had. been an Tyre to all Sins. Yet ſhe is thils des 
ſcrib'd : Mark. 16. 9. Mary Magdalen, out of whom he bad taft Seven Devils, 
All S#rs are rankt under Seven Heads. Theſe are the Seven Powers of Evil, 
in the Dewi! ; which are, as ſo many! Devils: there. Theſe :are the Unclean 
Spirits,which go forth from the Mouth of the Dragon into the breaſts of all 
the Sons and Daughters of Adam. Fly then from a Sz ;for "tis a Dewil. Fly 
from the ſweeteſt Temprations. They | may look like Angels : but they are 
the Devil's Angels, the moſt immediate Emanations or Images. from that foul 
Principle; © | [5 | 1 {iy 

2s. Bur you will fay ;YVhat is Sin? How ſhall T know it?That I may fly from it. 

 Hnſ. You may know it by the Image, it bears. Whatever you meet with 
like a Devil any where, that's a Sim. Whereyer you ſee the Cloven Foot of 
Diwiſiong or the Horned head of Darkneſs ; fiy, and cry: an Apparition from 
Hell, | WIT | 

Take then Two Rules, which meaſure out every Sin, | 


” 


Rule 1, Every choice of an Aﬀ. or Qbjedt, that draws you down,. out of the 
Light of - God ; is Sin. In the Light of. God, we; worſhip and lovetheSupream 
Beauty ; we poſlels the moſt pertect, and pureſt Pleaſures ; we grow up into 
the Divine Image, wh:ch continually appears te us; we have all our Faculties 
f1Pd, enlarg'd to a Freedom, an Infiniteneſs. When we leave this Light, we 
fall down before Idols, empty Shows of |Beauty ; ſo we become 1dolaters, and 
Adulterers ; we mingle our ſelyes with mixt Pleaſures, Dark Delights ; ſo we 


pollute our ſelves : we are eo iphone into every baſe, inferiour Image, with 
$ 


which we converſe: Our Souls are #priſon'd in low, and narrow Objedts, 
where they beat themſelves againſt the walls of their Priſon into perpetual 
VEXat1ons. | ; 

Such are the Loves, Luſts, Ambitions, Entertainments of this World. The 
Love of the World is Enmity with the Father : Ja. 4. 4. He that cafts his eye 
down upon the Earth, muſt neceſlarily take it off from Heaven. He that ſets 


his Face, as if he would go into the Embraces of Vanity ; muſt have his back 
upon the Eternal Glory. 


Rule 4. The Divided enjoyment of any particular Image apart from the 


Image of God ; is Sin. God is one. The Image of God is that, in which all z 


things are United. He that takes any Piece out of this Image, he breaks the 
Unity, he makes a Wound, to let in Death, and Ruine. 

This makes Fleſhly Luſts,Sins. Man and woman ae each toother,the Image 
of God, which is One. When therefore they reſt not in the boſom of Oze 4- 
other, they commir the Sin of the Devil, in a Type. 


St. Fude makes the Luftful Sin of Sodom anexemplar Copy of the Sin of 5 
Angels : Fude 6. 7. The Angels kept not their firſt ſtate, but left their own habi- | 


tation, &c. Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, in like manner, giving themſelves 


over 
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| [139] - | 
over to Fornication, and going after ſtrange ( divers , irie#s Fleſh, &c. The 
Sin of Devils was hy YR Whoredom, in which they diflolv'd the. Unity of 
the Divine Image, and fell into a Dsver/ity of divided Images, as into-a deep 
Pit. ' wn ;þ | F- 035 thy 
Both are join'd togerher in So/omon. . At once he multiplyed Hives, and 1dels. 
A Converſe with'the Creatures in Diverſe Princ iples and Images 1s, as the Fa- 
miliarity of a Man with many Women. Fleſbly Luſt is the =_ Image, and 
Fruitfulneſs of the Devi by which he brings forth himſelf into this Viſible 
World moſt Naturally, and therefore moſt Fotently, moſt Plentifully. 

* Ohj. Bur you will ſay; may we 'not enjoy the delights of the Creature, 
which.is an Inferiour Image ? | 

' Anſc Yes, as a Man may have a Converſation with many Women, fo that 
he break not the Marriage-Union. Thy Fcuntain muſt be thine own. All de- 
lights abroad muſt be, as Srreams of this Fountain, not divided Springs. All 
other Images muſt be onely Refle&ions of this One, & concentred in it. 

Pleaſe thy {elf rothe 'fall with every Content. Only let it be no Cloud to 
cut oft : but a Chrialto take in the Divine Glory, that this may ſhine, and 
flame in them. 7S | F 

Uſe: 2: Conſolation, W retched Man ! What wilt thou do ? Hell is ſown 
in thy Nature. .'T his'is the Paradiſe, which is planted in thee ; all manner of 
loathſom, bitter, venemous deadly Plants.” The Sap of thele is the Life of thy 
Spirit : the Frait of theſe the Food of thy Life. What ſhall deliver thee ? 
Shall Time ? No: As Nature puts forth itſelf in thee, fo theſe 'Trecs of baleful 
Woe grow. up. | What ſhall reskue thee from them ? Shall Death ? No: When 
thou putreſt oft this Natural Image,thou muſt then be transforn'd into theſe 
Inviſible. Plants, to be everlaſtingly, :nclos'd in; them, 10 have one Root,one 
Stock, one Sap, one Fruit for ever with them, that is, with Devils. 

.. Is there then no Help ? There is. behold, God deſcends to be thy Saviour. 
He comes by a Two-fold Step, ani brings Salvation into thy Boſom. _ 

' I. Step.' God | comes into our Nature, as. the Reor of each ſingle Perſon, 
Here he becomes our Feſws, making himſelf a_New Seed Out of this Seed he 
brings forth a New Image of Divinicy, by which he breaks thorow-the Image 
of the Dewi, and Nature, brings forth an out of them, brings them into 
ſubjection to this growing Beauty. As the Fuel is diſlolv*d into Soak, and 
the Smoak again breaks up into Flame : So the Image of the Pew] riſeth up 
out of the Image of Nature, ſhaking that to Duſt, as ir rifeth : "The Image of 
God again, ſprouts forth in the midſt of the Dewils Image, Firſt ſpoiling, then 
Triaumphing over, and #n both. | | 

2. Step. Godthorow Nature, as the Root, grows. up into ſmgle Perſens, as 
the Branches, Then, as'the ſhades of Night flic away before the Afcending 
Day ; fo, asthis Divine Seed our Jeſus fends forth 1t{elf in an Image of Beauty 

|  - thorow 
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thorow our Souls ; the Image of Darkneſs and Death' (inks down into its own 
Place, and Principle. | | 14 | | | 
Love this Jeſus then. You will love Him, when He ſhall do this.” And He 
that ſhall do it, 43 do it. He 1s the Root and Branch, He is a Root, which holds 
every other Root of Pollution and Perplexity,c. He will grow up thorow 
them the Laſt of All.He is the Branch,that is 1mpriſon'd inevery other Branch 
of Death,and Hell,which will at laſt ſpread forth itſelf over All; if than wait 
for it. Asthe Head of the Devil is Enmity and DeſFair : fo the Lord Feſws is 

an Eternal Root of Hope, and Eve. | 
2. State,That to which the Change #s made in our Converſion. This is Three-fold. 
I. The Inward State in Nature. 2. The Spiritual State, in Chriſt. 

The Divine State, in God. 

1. The Inward State, in Nature. The Change is for the moſt part, at firſt, 
a Corverſion,or Introverſion into this State. This needs a Three-fold. Explication. 

1. Explication. The Inward State, in Nature as it is tm itſelf. Man is natu- 
rally the Off-ſpring of God, A. 17. 2.8. We are all bs Off-/pring. God hath 
an Inward Glery, and Outward Cloathmg. "The Seripture ſpeaks ot both theſe, 
Hebr. 1. It faith of One, v. 8. Thy Throne, O God, is for ever, and ever. It 
faith of the Orher, v. 10. Thou haſt laid the Foundations of the Earth + the 
Heavens are the Work of thine hands, v. 1 2.Thou foldeft them up, as a Garment, 
ond they are changed. God over-ſpread his Outward Cloathing with his Inward 
Glory. he poſlefleth both his Perſon, and his Veſtwrre in One Fountain of Life. 
So both become to him Oze Life and Beauty. 

Man is in Nature the Off-Spring, and Reſemblanee of God. So Man alfy 
in his Natrral State is compoſed of a Tweofold Image, the one Imvard, the 
other Outward ; the one the linage of God in Man, the other of the Creature. 
While man ſtood in Innocency, he abode m the Inward Image, as his Center : 
in that he Comprehended, and Commanded the Image of the Creature. The 
Image of God was Eden, the Fountain of pleaſures within, from thence a R;- 
wer went forth watering the Image of the Creature, and making that a Parg- 
diſe. All things were Trees in this Paradiſe, good for food, and pleaſant to the 
Eye : Trees of perpetual Touth, Beauty,Pleaſwre to Man,Man was ſeated in this 

- Imward Image, as on his Throne, from which he commanded, and changed all 


rhe Creatures into divers Shapes of Delight, at pleaſure. This is the Firſt Ex- 


phication. 


.2. Explication: The Departure of Man out of this Inward State. When 


Man fell, he went forth from his Inward Glory, into the Outward Image, this 
is ſignified, Gen.3.by the Woman yielding her ſelf over to the Will of the Ser- 
pert : and the Man giving himſelf up to the Will of the Woman. So it was 
true of Man, what 1s ſaid of the Devils, Jude 6. He left his Firſ# Eff ate, and 


his Proper Habitation. Now he lived wholly in the Out-forms of things which 
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he broke off from the Inward Image, and ſo made them all an Image of. Vani- 
ty, Darkneſs, and Death ; keeping the Image of God impriſoned in this Qut- 
ward Image, which ſuffered ir not to put forth itſe]f, or appear. 

St: Paul expreſieth this Departure, as the Root of all Sin, Row. r. 18. All 
wickedneſs is there ſum'd up in this; Deteining the Truth of God in Unrighte- 
ouſneſs. That is, keeping dawn the Image of God, and True Glory, in a cor- 
rupt, and falſe Image. 

3. Explication. The return of Man into this Image, Man hunting, and hun- 
ted thorow the exteriour face of things, finds neither hjs defired Prey, nor 
Reſt, Poor Man ! oppreſled with cares and forrows, he finks down by a fad 
Retirement to the bottomof his own Spirit. There he happily falls into the 
boſom of the Divine Image, which lay buried under the Ruines of his Soul. 
Here he catcheth ſome Glimpſes of Immortal beauty, ſome Taſts of a high 
delight, ſome ſenſe of a true Reſt, Now he loaths the Empty, Tedious, Tor- 
menting Follies 'of this Quter World. 

David experimented this in himſelf, P/al. 16. 7. My Reins inftruft me in 
the Night-ſeaſon. When a Night of nature, ar melaychaly takes away theſe ſen- 
ſual forms of things from us, or makes them a Torture to us : then this Hidden 
Image from the retired Principles of Nature, from the ſecret of our fouls,puts 
up itſelf before us, draws us down into itſe]f, makes its own Impreſſions upon 
us ; Impreſſions which have another manner of Light, Strength, Sweetnels in 
them. . 

Now the Soul cries out in the language of Cain,toa ſweeter purpoſe : How 
have I been a Fugitive, and a Vagabond upon the Earth, while I have been dri- 
wen out from thy Face, and. Preſence, and thou beautiful Image of things! Come, 
leck me up in thine Embraces, that 7 may never go forth more into that Outward 
Court of things, which is troden down by the Feet of Luſts, and Confuſions. Or 
if Imnſt go forth again; O that Imight carry thee forth with me, as my Brother, 
that ſucks the Pats of my Mother-Natyre. I would kiſs thee, and I ſhculd not 
be deſpiſed. I would enjoy perpetual pleaſures in thee and no ſhame, but ſtrength, 
and glory ſhould reſt upon me. TY, 

This is the Firſt Change into the Inward State, in Nature. 

2. The Spiritual State, in Chriſt. The Change tothis State Wegare to con- 
ſider in Three Parts. | | 

I. The Preparation in Man. 2. The Spiritual State. 3. The Paſſage of 
Man into it. | | 

r. Part. The Prepararion in Man to this Spiritual State. Man purſued by 
Griefs from without, retired into the Inward Image, the Receſs of Nature, as 


David into his Cave, meeteth with a freſh, unexpeCted view of Beauties here. 
Now he is refreſh't, now he comes to himſelf. Now he begins to raiſe himſelf, 
and fay, as Sarmel did, when the eldeſt Son of eſſe was preſented to him : 

p D 2 Pehold 
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Behold the Annointed of God is before me. Suxely this is no other,than the Gate 
of Heawven. LIE Go 2 | | 

Bur after a little T'ryal,Man finds this to-be,but a Natura! Image of God, an 
Earthly Paradiſe only,which ſo ſoon as it puts forth is ready fo ſoon to diſ-appear 
again. He finds it too weak to raiſe itſelf clearly from the bottom of thoſe Wa- 
ters of Vanity,Sin and "Trouble, which have over-flown, and over-whelnr'd it. 
He perceives it too {light to ſarishe him.” T's an Intimation of true joys, rather 
than the' Foys themſelves. ?Tiis a fair Invitation, no full Entertainment... .: 

Mans joys and hopes here prove to him like the Seed ſown in Rocky Ground; 
which ſprings up ſuddenly, but ſiddenly”: withers, when once the Sun,'the 
Tempting Glortes, or Scorching Furies of this World beat upon ir. | 

Now the Soul is, as Mary Magdalen at the Grave of her Saviour; She looks 
into her Heart for this Image but finds that gone, and her heart, as an empty 
Grave. 'Then ſhe cries; O my God; who hath taken theſe Comforts. away? I 
thought, that theſe ſhould have delivered me, and dwelt for ever with me. But 
wipe away thy Tears, diſtreſſed Soul. As Jeſus carryed away his Natural 
body from Mary, to bring it again a Spiritual body: So thy God hath with- 
drawn this Natural Image of divine joyes m thy Spirit; but he will reſtore, 
and bring it into thy ſoul again a Spiritual Image. | 

St. Paul gives thee this Conſolation, Rom. 8. 3, 4. What the Law could not 
do, being weak thorow the fleſh. &c. That the Righteouſneſs of the Law might 
be fulflPd in us,vho walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. The weakneſs 
of Natures Inward Image prepares the Spirit of Man for the Spiretual Stars of 
things. ; \ vo | 26s 
"a The Spiritual State itſelf. The Prophet repreſents this in a Promyſe. 
Joel 2. 28. I will pour forth my Spirit upon all Fleſh. Three things are here to 
be explained. ; 

i. The Spirit. 2. Fleſh. 3. Effuſion, or Pouring forth of Spirit upon Fleſh. 

I. | The Spirit is the Unity of things : Epheſ. 4. 3. The Unity: of the Spirit. 
Unity 18 appropriated to the Spirit. This Spirit 1s the moſt High God. For, he 
is the Firſt, Supream, only. Unity : Gal. 3. 20. God x One.. God, eminently, 
and excluſively, is One. This Spirit, the Unity 1s the Fountain, and Life of 
'Fhings. All forts of Life, all Beauty every where are Images of this Self- 
comprehending, A:l-comprehending Unity. Thas is the Spirir. 
2. Fleſh. Fleſh, and Spirit difter, as Unity, and Diviſion ; or which is the 
ſame, as Life, and Death : Rom. 8. 6. To be Carnally-minded is Death: to be 
Sp:ritually-minded is Life, and Peace. Life 1s the Unity of Things,in which they 
Contain themſelves. Death is the Diviſion of Things from themſelyes. 


Fleſb is all Divided Forms of things in the Creature according to-the lan- | 
guage of the Scripture. The Scripture 1n this ſenſe reckons Angels, and Souts | 
of Men, as Fleſbly things. Though Angels are the moſt United Things, the # 
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[21] ; 
Firſt Unities, or- Springs in the Creature ; and fo Spirits. Yet they compared 
with God are Compounded, and Divided Things, and fo fleſhly. | 

St.. Peter thus ſums up under the name of Fleſh, all things, that havea 
Principle of Diviſion in them, by which they are cut oft from their own Beauty 
or Bemg ; by which they fade, and fall away. This is Fleſh. "2 

3. 'The Effuſion, or Pouring forth of the Spirit upon Fleſh. This fignifies 
Three things. 2's 3,2" 

I. The Spirit nakedly ſuſtaining the Creature, as its Immediate Root, and 
Principle. So the Spirit is a Spring pouring itſelf forth into Fleſh,as it's Channel.- 

2. The Spirit filling the Fleſhly form with its Waters, with its clear and freſh 
Streams, the workings of its own Life. | 

3- The Spirit planting its own Image upon each Created Image; clothing and 
overflowing it with its own Appearances, | 

Thus St. Paul exprefleth the Efuſions, the Owerflowings of the Spirit, Rom. 
8.. 6, To be Spiritually-minded is Life; and Peace.” To be Spiritually- minded 1s 
to ſee Things, as they are in their Spiritual State. In this Srate all things have 
a Twofold Repreſentation. | oF'4; I 

I, Re 7: Life, true Life, without, any mixture of Death. -Every Sight 
here is Life. For all thingsare ſeen ; as gfowing up our of this Life-Princrple, 
the Spirit ; and Themſelves, as Powers of this Life diſplaying themſelves, and 
working in themſelves. 

2. Repreſen, ' Peace. This is the Efficacy of that Life, in the Harmony of an 
Inward Sweetneſs, an Outward Beauty. | | 

Thus this Spiritual State brings forth to Light again' in itſelf, the Imyard 
Image of ,in Nature, For it ſhews all Fleſhly. Forms, being yet Fleſhly,and 
yet Harmomious Images of the Supream Unity, or Beauty. Bur it brings forth 
this Natural Image with this Twofold Advantage. 1. It formerly grew upon 
2 Natural Principle, and fo was ſubjeCt to Decay. Now it 15 rooted in this I13- 
mortal Spirit, and ſo becomes Immortal. ' 2. It was'in Nature an Image only 
Now it is an Image, and a Glaſs. It doth not only Repreſent the Glories of: the 
Spirit by an empty Show ; but ir ſets them before you as Preſent in- their pro- 
per ſubſtances, and fo ſhining thorow it. nent I] 

Thus we have gone thorow the Second Part in this Head,and ſeen the $ Pri 
tual State in itſelf. | 

3. Part : The Paſſage of Man into this Spiritual State: When. the Soul is 
taught by her Experience, and her God ; tit the Secret Delights of the Na- 
tural Image are for a Repaſt only, not a Repeſe ; thar in the ſtrengrh of theſe ; 
as Eliah's food, brought by Angels, ſhe is to travel thorow a Wilderneſs, the 
Ruines of Nature, with all its Principles, and Images ; till ſhe comes to the 
Mount of God : "Then ſhe takes upa reſolution; to ſtay no longer in this Field 
of Swine with the Swine; but to make haſt to her Fathers Houle, where every 
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Servant bath Bread enough; each FleſWy Form is ld with a Subſantial Glory. 

When God harh ſecretly inſtruted the Soul thus to reſolve, he asa tender- 
hearted Father meets her in the beginning of theſe reſolutions, falls upon her 
neck, and kifleth her. God ſhews himſelt in the Soul, gives her ſiweer Teſti- 
monics of his Love, carries her further off from the Outward Image, carries 
her thorow the moſt retired Principles of Nature beyond, and above them, into 
this Spiritual Principle, and State, which is the Spirit of Chriſt ; where God 
and the Creature are United ; where the Spirit is,as Water ; the Fleſh as a flou- 

.riſhing Earth ſtanding in that Water, and out of it ; being continually fed,con- 
tinually made Fruiful, and Beautiful by it. 

As & cob at the fight of the Waggons,which came from Foſeph ; fo this Soul 
now revives, ſhe begins to be her [elf and to live again,as after along 'Trance, 
or Death. She looks about, and ſees her ſelf at home, ſhe "co hrnca, th ſelf in 
thar Spirit ; in which ſhe came forth from God ;in which ſhe ſees the Face of 
God again ; by which ſhe is affiired to be carryed onto the full and eternal 
enjoyment of her God, and Father. 

Now, faith the Soul; I hawe enough ; I have not only ſeen the Face of my 
God ; but He hath made me to ſee His Seeds alſo; the Face of each Objet, as the 
Face of an Angel of Ged. Now let me die.; that I entirely in my Body,and whole 
Soul may be cal d home frem my Bamiſhment into this remote part of Things,the 
Out-/ide of Nature. Now let me die in Peace, with this Spiritual Image m my 
Embraces, this Senſe of Toys, and Glories in my Heart. Let me ever abide here, 
O my God ! never to goforth more from this Inner Chamber of the Great King 
into the Tunultuous ſtreet of my ſenſes, or ſenſual Reaſon. O that ths Spiritual 
State ſo full of raviſhing Sights, which life the Sheet full of all lnving Creatures 
before Peter, is now let down out of Heaven into my Soul ; O ! that it might 
never be drawn up again ; until it take me alſo up with it mto Heaven. 

I have finiſht the Second State of onr Change at our Converſion : The Spiri- 
tual State, in Chriſt, 1 paſs to the Third, 

3. The Divine State of things, in God. As Chriſt is the way to God. So the 
Divine State is the Spiritual State made Perfet?. "The Soul having been a while 
taught in the Boſom of Chriſt, begins to grow-upto afuller ſenſe of God, in 
a more naked, abſtrafted, abſolute, and I manner. Now fhe begins 
to put off all, that ever ſhe put on, that God may be her on/y Clothing. She be- 
gins tothink it not enough to live and walk m the Spirit of God; except ſhe 
be One Spirit with Chriſt, and Gal. She perceives ſome dark glimpſe of that, 
which is meant, 1 Cor. 13. 12, To Know, as we are Known ; that 15,5n patrid, 
at home in God, Comprebenſively, by being Comprehended in God, and fo 
Comprehending him again. | 

The Soul in the glimmering Light of this State brought forth in her Fleſh, 

as & ſinall Candle in a dark Lanthorn,or faint twinklings of a Star in a Cloud ; 


the 
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the Soul radely deſcries a difference between making the Creature the Glaſs, 
thorow which we fee God, and having the Godhead for the Glaſs, placin 
itſelf next our Eye, | and difcovering all the Creatures m itſelf, this the Sou 
climbs” op towards, this makes her long for Heaven, that ſhe may enjoy this 
Beafifical Vifiew clearly, uncas#d of Fleſh. | 

The imperfeCteſt Beginnings, and rudeſt Hints of this State in the Soul are 
to the other State ; as Honey, and Wime, to Milk. They melt the Spirit of Man 
toa TT ranſcendent Sweetnefs, and heighten it to a 'T'rrumphant Strength. As 
Fefus Chriſt faith of God out of the Pſalmift, Plal. 82. 16. He ſaith of rhoſe 
to whom the word of God came: TI have ſaid: Ne are Gods. Joh. '10. 35. 
So faith the Soul to all things, as ſhe looks upon them 1n this Divine State. Ye 
are God-like Appearances, riſmg b out of God, and abiding in him. 

Saul cries, 1 Sam. 28, 13. I ſee Gods c_ up out of the Earth. But 
this Soul in this Drvme Principle fees God Himſelf with the whole 'Froop of 
the Sons of God, God-like Forms afcending out of every Point of the Earth, 
and the loweſt parts of things. : | 

Uſe. Cormvittion. Confider with thy felf after this manner, Am I Chang'd ? 
If I be not, I ſtand in the Circle of Vanity, Darknefs, and Woe. Tam gone 


forth from my Center, outward, into a Waſte Wilderneſs, whither no clear 


Line of Light, or Life ſtrercherh itſelf ; where are no Sparks of peace, or 
joy, whrch are not fcattered into wild Diſtraftions, torn in pieces and devou- 
red by Confufion. | 

Am 1 till wandering in this World? Tam already upon the very Brink, and 
Preciptce of Things. Whither do I wander ? Whither | ſhall I fall, when I 
die? Is there yet any thing beyond this World, further from God,and Good- 
neſs, beſides the Place of Devils. 

There are Four Diſcoveries of a Chang'd, or Unchang'd State. 

I. Difcovery. Have I feen a Reſurretion in my ſelf. Our Converſicn is made 
the ſame thing with the Reſurre#ion of our Saviour, Coloſs. 3. 1. If ye be 
riſen with Chriſt. When Jeſus roſe . again, He returned to that Glory, which: 
He had with God, before he was in Fleſh. His Reſurre&ion was a Return not; 
to that Life, which he had in the World ; this was part of his Death: bur to- 
that Life, which he had before This among Earthly Men. So when we Tur 
to God, we Returntruly to our felves. We perceive our Selves now to be our 


 Selves, and all below this, to have been a Shadow of us, or a Diſguiſe upon us.. 


The Converſion of Man is call'd an A»akening,Ephel. 5. 14. Awake thou, 
that ſleepeſt: and up from the Dead. My God isa Light, in which all Things . 
are ſeen ever, as they were from the Beginning. My Jeſus is a Life, in which 
all things are the fame Yeſterday, before the World, as they ſhalt be to. Mor- 
row, and for ever. My Soul ! Art thou awakened into the Light, the Life of 
thy God, thy Jeſus? If thou art, what ſeeſt thou ? Thou ſceſt thy true, and 


ſubſtantial 
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ſubſtantial Being, thy proper Perſon appearing ;, thou ſeeſt all things in their 
fort Principle, in_their right ſtate ; thou ſeeſt every Inferiour Perſon, which thou 


haſt been cloth'd with, and each Lower State of Things, in which thou hatt _ | 


ated any Part, as D*cams of a {leeping May. in the Night, out of - whichhe 
awakens the ſame, that he was, when hirſt he lay down, and they vaniſh; as 
Airy Images. 

The Geſpcl declares the Myſtery, that was hid in God from the beginning of 
the World, Epheſ. 3. 9g. It you have not beheld preſent things, things to come, 
. Heaven,Glory, your futare State , as 1t was in the Myſtery of God from Eternity : 
you are {till buried under the Runes of; this Contuſed //orld, beneath which 
that Myſtery lies hid, | 

2. Diſcovery. Can I tell the Difference between Fleſh, and Spirit? A Con- 
verted, and a Regenerate Condition are thus diſtinguitht by Walking in Fleſh, 
or Spirit, Rom. 8. 4. "The Eye guides the Feer. How can 1 walk after One, and 
not the Orher, if I know not, how One differs from the Other. The Light ſbi- 
ned in Darkneſs, but the Darkneſs comprehended it not. The Fleſh 1s the Darkneſs, 
which underſtands neither the Spirz7, nor itſelf, The Spirit 18 the Light,in which 
bothare underſtood, and diſcern'd. | 

Say thus to thy Heart: My Heart ! Canſt thou tell a way to poſle(s all Things 
in one point, in a Unity of Life ? Haſt thou lookt on all Things az once, ar.d 
ſcen them in a Harmony of Beauty ? Haſt thou taken in. the Tunes and Mo- 
tionsof all "Things Created and Uncreated in a Concent of Pleaſures? Did(k 
thou ever yet delcry a glorious Erernity in each winged Moment of "Time ; a 
Bright Infiniteneſs in the narrow pornts of every dark'Object ? Then thay 
knowelt what rhe Spirit means, that Spire-rop of Things, whither . all aſcend 
harmoniouſly, where theymeet, and fit together recolletted, and concentred in 
an Untathoni'd Depth of Glorious Life. From hence thou lookeſt down, and 
ſcelt all Fleſ, as a heap of Single Duſts ; Dark, though falling from the mid 
of a bright Flame ; Divided, though laid together. 

He that knows-no Spirit, but that which breaths thorow. Fleſh, and. feeds 
on the Air. He that underſtands the higheſt Spirit, but as a Fleſhly Fancy 
exalted ; i yer, Fleſh, condemn'd like Nebucchadnezzar to graze on the fading 
Field of Fleſh, till he know, this £lefh_ to be that Darkneſs, which covers all 
Truth ; and the moſt high Spzrzr, to be the only Light, which diſcovers all 
things, and uf#]E. 0 

2- Diſcovery, Have Tſeen a Night uycn this World? One Day paſſeth not 


away for another to ſucceed, - except a Night come between.. My foul is nor © 


yet born aga.nout of the Light of this World into the Day of Chriſt, if ſhe 


hath not gone thorow 2 Nsght,a Night of Eternal Darkneſs upon all Earthly 2 
/Contents. Thou canſt not look down upon Flefhly "Things with a Delight, © 
' from the Throne of Chriſt ; except thou - haſt looktupon them, asa Proſpect 4 


| of Horrcur ; from the Croſs of Chriſt, Fein: | 
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F eſus Chriſt threatens Fezabe!, and her Companions, to throw her into 
Bed, and great Tribulation: Revel. 2. 2.2. He never comes into the Bed of Eter- 
nal Repoſe with Feſus Chriſt,as his Spouſe; that hath not been ina Bed of affizet- 
ions, and Flames, with his Fezabel the Fleſh. | 

4. Diſcovery. Have 1 taſted the Sweetneſs of a Life withm, in my own 
Spirit ? Haſt thou not made a Retreat into thine own Depths ? Haſt thou nor 
ſeen the Beauties, that ſhine in this Glaſs ? Then art thou far from the Depths 
of the Divine Spirit, and the Glories that diſcloſe themſelves in that Glaſs. 

Solomon tells us, Prov. 2.0. 27. That the Spirit of Man is the Candle of the 
Lord in his Bowels: if the Spirit of Man within be buta Candle; what 
then is this Senſual State witnout ? Neither Life, nor Death ; nor Light, nor 
Darkneſs : but Shadows of Life, and Death between both. But who can think 
he hath receiv*d the Beams of the Sun, when yet he hath not ſeen a Candles 
Light ? 

WW c read of a Strumpet, Prov. 7. 11, 1%. That her Feet abide not in the 
hcuſe ; but ſhe loves to be abroad. While the Feet, the Aﬀections of our Souls; 
are ever gadding and our eyes gazirg in the broad ways of Sexſe ; while they ; 
love not to dwell in the Habitation of their 0271 Spirits ; they make themſelves) 
Strumpets to every unclean Spirit. | 

I have ended the Firſt H:ad of this DeCtrine, the Converſion, or Change it 
ſelf. I am now to paſs to the Second, the Circumſtances of this Change. 

2. Part: The Circumſtances of the Change. Theſe are Two. 

1. Circumſtance : A Univerſal Motics, in all the Paſſions. 

' 2. Circumſtance: A General Alteration in Prattice. | 

1. C r-umſt ance: A Univerſal Mction in all the Paſſirns. Theſe are moved 
at the time of our Converſion, for the moſt part, in this Threefold Order. 


I. Order. 2. Order. 3- Order. : 

I: Grs: f. 1. Hope. 1. Love. I 
2: Shame. 2. Deſire. 2. Hatred, 

3. Fear, ' -.* $... Kage: 


1. Order of Faſſiors in our Change. 

I, Paſſion : Grief. John 12. 32, 33. And I, if I be lifted up, will draw 
up all men after me. This he ſpake, ſignifying, by what Death he ſhculd die. The 
Explication of the Exaltaticn, the lifting up, the drawing up, is Death. The 
lord eſs was lifted up to Glory by Death. He draws up all men to himſelf, 
and Immorrality, by Death. Grief is the Souls Death. God by this for the moſt . 
part begins to draw us up, out of Sin, and Fleſh to himſelf, and eternal joys. 

Crief naturally is the Senſe of [cme Great, and Preſent Evil oppreſſing the 
Sou. Grief Spiritually is the Senſe of. ſome Great, and Preſent Bl” croeeiio b 
the Soul, and preſſing it thorow itſelf into the lap of the Godhead. EE, 
 Pſal. 119. 67. David communicates his Experience : Befcre I ys ; 

| ifled, 


>X 


[ 26] | 


flited, I went aftray : but now I keep thy Commandments. The word afflicted 
fe nifies to be brought Io, or down. When the Soul gone torth into the midſt 


| of the Creatures 1s arrived at, the utmoſt point of one Contrary, then it be- 


gins to return towards the other : as the Sun, firſt turns itſelf towards us again 
at Midnight. The utmoſt Point of 'a worldly life in Sio, and Vanity, is Grief, 
or Torment taking away all our Reſt, The Soul hurried hither by the Toor- 
rent of her luſts, here begins to look, and move towards God. So the Grawe 
of our joys, our Grief becomes a Womb bringing us forth, to a. Spiritual life. 
Pſal. 4o. 2. David ſpeaks of God, and himſelf : He hath drawn me up out 
of the Horrible Pit, and Dirty. Clay. This world hath a Root of Darkneſs, 
which bears for a Flower. the Images of Light. When the Spirit of Man lives 
upon, and makes itſelf. One with theſe Imaginary Pleaſures ; they. quickly fade: 
So both together {ink down into their Root, where they are ſwallowed up in 
a Mancha darkneſs. Here the Vanities, which before were Light, now 
grow heavy, weighing down the Soul. . Here all her former Contents meet 
her again, as Parts, and Powers of this Darkneſs. Thar, which was before 
beautiful Clay, ſoft Clay, eafie to any Impreflion of Defire, is now ftiff, and 
dirty Clay, holding the feet of the Soul faft in the bottom of this Horrible, P:r. 


Now God takes hold of us thus low, thus loſt, and draws us upward, Sv- 


our Change begins in Grief. 

2. Paſſion : Shame. EC. 6. 11, 12, 13. Shame ariſeth from a Mixt-ſenſe 
of Light, and Darkneſs ; Good, and Evil ; Beauty, and Deformity. Ir is a 
mixt Paſſion of Grief, Anger, Fear. As when the Light, and Day firſt ſink 
into Night, and Darkneſs in the Evening ; or firſt aſcend out of theſe in the 
Morning, the Sky looks red: Sq the Soul bluſheth in the midſt of her Sins, 
and 1s j ny » When God firſt dawnes upon her, and begins to draw near to 
her. 

Exzek. 4.3. 10. Son of man, ſhew them the Houſe that they may be aſhamed 


7 all their i 17 and let them meaſure the Pattern. Shame is a Refletion of 


foul, and hateful Deformities, made upon our Spirits by the Light of Beauty,Good- 
neſs, God ſhining forth upon them. Shame is the Divine Glory glowing thorow 
our Darkneſs, and Filth ; before yet it is broken forth into. a clear Flame to 
featter, and conſume them. | | 
God faith to Feſus Chriſ#, of man : Som, go and ſhew thy ſelf to him, as the 
Image, in which he was made, in which be ſhould have lived. So let him be a- 
ſhamed of that dark, narrow, wile, brutiſh Image, in which he walks. Let bim 
' rake meaſure by Thee, as his Origanal and Pattern. 


' 3. Paſſion: Fear. As Grief awakens Shame, ſo Shame rowleth Fear out of 
its Den. Pſal. 119. 120. David cries out : My Fleſh trembleth' becauſe of 


Thee : I am afraid of thy Fudgments, Fear is the Commotion of the Soul, upon 
phe ſenſe of ſome approaching Evil, As the Sea trembles before a Storm : So » 
| tne 
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(27) | 
the ſign of God's breaking forth, upon the {Soul, the fleſhly part trembles,and 
ſhakes before its fall. | 

The Man himſelf is afraid of the Fudgmenrs of God ; the ways of God 
with the Creature. The Devils at the Preſence of Chriſt feared rwo Things : 
1. A Baniſhment from off the Face of the Earth. 2. A Confinement to the 
Lower-moſt parts of the Earth. Such now is the Fear of a ManJleſt he ſhould 
be calſ'd off from his Carnal Contents, and caſ# dow into the Straittiels, and 
Horrour of his Carnal Principles. *7-I00 

He diſcourſeth with himſelf thus : 14yft not T, who have lived tn Fleſh,noip 
be ſeparated from all the delights of Fleſh,and be ſhut up in the Darkneſs of it? Muſt 

* Tnot abide there, till I have paſs d thorow the Fire, and endur d- the Cohſurptic 

of all that which is Corruptible in me? The longer I live tw the Fleſh, ill not 

the Fire be the ſtronger tf 

Thus Fear becomes a Spur in the {ide of the Spirit to increaſe her ſpeed ont 
of the World, to God. This is the Firſt Order of Paſſions : Grief, Shante, Fee. 

2. Order of Paſſions. N 
1. Paſſion: Hope. Lament. 3. 21, 22. This I call to mind, therefore have X 

T hope : It is the mercies of the Lord, that we are not conſumed. Hope is the 

* CSpringing of the Soul towards good, or God, firſt dawning upon it, and diſpenſing 

Himſelf toit. Feremy, was all before wrapt up m Sorrows, Deſpairs, Death: 

* Now one lingle Beam of Hope, and that a fimall one, glimmers in his Soul : IF 

3s the mercies of the Lord, that we are not conſumed. Yer this lights him ints 

: freſhFields of Contemplations, and Conſolations in God. . 

4 There is Mercy with thee, that thou mayſt be feared : ſaith the Scripture t6 

: God. When Fear aftrights the fainting Soul from God : Hope invites it to ens 

tertain that Fear. Fear faith : The m—_—_ God will take away thy Natardl 

Strength, and Foy. Hope anſwers : I ſhall find a better Strength, and Foy in God. 

Fear goes on : The Glory of God will be, as a Fire in thee. Hope replies : This 

Fire will be a Glory to me. Fear ſtill urgeth : Canſ thou ly down with Everlaſt- 

ing Burnings * Hope concludes : TI ſhall have everlaſting Arms beneath me. $9 

> the Soul caſts herſelf into theſe Arms to be carried, whitherſoever they will 

: bear her. 

2. Paſſion : Deſire. 2 Sam. 7. 27. David thus conveys his Deſires to God : pad 
® Becauſe thou O Lord, haſt revealed it to thy Servant concerning his Houſe : there= 
fore hath he found in his heart to pray this prayer. Hope is the Conception of Bleſ- 
ſednefs. Deſire is the Teeming, the Breeding, Bearing, and Growing big with 
ir, rill it be brought forth. "The Veſtal Virgins firſt kindled their Spark by a 
Beam : then they from that Spark kept a continual: Flatme- up6n their” Altar. 
So the Revelation of God in Man is the Foundation of 29pe: Hope the Follis 
tain of Deſires, which grow into great Streanjis, atid ſo pour forth themſelves 
into their Sea, into God again. 

| E 2 Y The 
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[28 ] : 
Thi Defres of a New Convert, when once they are kindled, increaſe ſid- 
'denly to a mighty Flame. For they are proportion'd by Two thms : The” 
Geod, ar which he aims: The Evil, trom which he flies. Deſrres here are the 
Atttaftions of the higheſt Good,the moſt high God : backed- by the Impreſſions 
of the greateſt Evils, Sin, Death, Devils. As one draws ; the Other drive. Thie 
Soul ſees God before her opening a World of new Hopes, and Delights, She 
ſees Luſts'avd Furics behmd her, labouring to overtake her, .and hold her back 
from thoſe freſh Glories, which are now 1n her eye; © "This makes her Deſires, 
as ſwift feet, as ſtrong Wings to her. | 

Now the newly-converted Spirit begins to diſcoyer her ſelf by continual, 
violent Breathings, and cries towards Heaven : How lowg Lerd? Now ſhe 
ſpeaks in Davids tune, and tone Pſal. 84. 2. My ſoul longeth, yea even fainteth 
for the Courts of the Lord : my Heart, and my Fleſh cry owt for the Living God. 
Grones are now the conſtant beatings of the Heart ; Longings and F aintings 
become the Language of all parts inward, and outward : Longings after, 
Faintings for, the Lite of God, the Living God. Fes 

3 Paſſion Rage... Corio. 7. 31. The Corinthians had flept ſecure in a 
foul Sin. They now awakened by Sr. Par, give thoſe "Teſtimonies af their 
Change, which ne reckans up mn this place:: What vebement Deſire : yea, what 
Zeal? yea,what Revenge? As a Flood fozming,and roaring,when it 18 {treight- 
med :-or ſwelling, and over-bear.ng all, when it is ſtopt in its Courſe: So are 
Anger, or Rage, Deſzres multiplied, and growmg Mighty by Reſiſtavce. S 

"There are Three, that Teliſt the Soul in her Conterſzon : the Fleſh,the Firld, 
the Devil. The Fleſl Infteth againſt the Spirit : Gal. 5. 17. 'The In-linations of 
the Fleſh croſs, and quench the Motions of the Spizit. "The World infuſeth a 
poyſon of Delires and Delights into the Heart, which kill Heavenly Loves, 
which infeCt the Heart with hatred, and enmity agaivlt God and his Glory, 
Fames 4. 4. The Friendſhip of the World is enmity with God, "The Dewll is 
like a Lyon, ſeeking whom he may devour. 1 Pet. 5. 8. He would draw down 
our Souls into himſelf out of the Arms of our Saviour. | 

The World works upon us thorow the Fleſh in our felves. For this is the 
Property, and the Birth of the World in us, fobn 8. 2.3. Te are of the World : 
Ye, that is they that are Fleſhly. The Dew prevaileth upon. us by the J/o71/. 
This is the Body with which he cloaths himſelf, when he comes, he is Prince of 
this World. This world is his Power. ; 

As God, Chriſt, ang a Saint are all united in the Spiritual part of a Chriſtian : |: 


So the Dewil; the World, the Fleſh are all in one, in the Natural part. 'Theſe © 2 


the Soul at her Converſion now underſtands to be, the Enemies of her Hope, # 
the Tyrants over henoy, the Rubs in the way of her Deſires. She riſeth roa 3 


brave heat of Rage, and height of Revenge againſt theſe. 'Thus ſhe vents 4 


ker Rage, thus ſhe takes Reyenge. By faſtning her own Fleſh to the Croſs of i 


57 
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[29] 
her Lord, She Crucifies Spoils, Trumphs over, them all. Ga/. 6. 14. I Glory 
Cith Paul, #” the Croſs of Chriſt, by which the World is erucified to me, and 1 
to the World. o 

Nothing now is ſo (weet,notihing ſo Giorious to this Soul, as the Creſs of her 
Telus, By this ſhe revengeth. her ſeit upon ker Spiritual Eremy, as they trea- 
red her Lord, her Life ; that 1s with Scorn, ans Deſpight. 

Firſt ſhe puts them to open Shame. She uncloaths them of all rheir fair Ap- 
pearances. In the tace of Hcawen, 1n the eye ot her Sn, her God, fhe dif: 
plays them naked in their ugly monſtrous Shapes ; in their loathſom, and 
hateful Unclearnelics; | 

Then ſhe nails them by a conſtant force to the:r Pa'ns, and Sufferance ; till 
they languith ro Death. . 

I have gone thorow the Secona Order of Paſſions : Hope, Deſire, Rage. 

3. Order of Paſſions. 

1. Paſſim : Low!. Love is a Conjunition with, a Complacency in Goodneſs, 
God. Gal. 2. 20. I am, ſaith St. Paul, Crucified with Chriſt, and now I live, 
yet not I, but Chriſt Iivath in me, &c. Ihe Holy Soal having ſtrugled thorow 
the Streights of Grick, anc Shame ; tho! ov the Cro;s tides of Hope, and Fear ; 
having wreſtled with the Principles of Nuture, the Pr:ncipalities,and Powers 
of thus world ; Fleſhly Honours, ard heights : now comes to taſt the Freedom, 
and Sweetneſs 05 life ; which is L:2v.; now the knows what *ris to Live 72- 
deed, ro live in the Embraces, and mutull T'w:inings of the Lord Jeſus. Now 
ſhe hath no Life, but his Live: now her Love bath no Objett, bur Hss Life. 

By this time our Covert is grown up our of a $74, to a Spouſe-l:ks tern- 
per : likeher in the Carricles : She grows Sick cf Liwe. Her Love to God 
conſumes her ſtrength, waſts her Life, ciſpoſlefieth her of ior f2lf. Nothing 
can be Strengto, Life, Self to her, fave her Sa</our only. She is it: ong, only 
when he 1s preſent . She 1s happy when he is pleaſed. 

A man in this State breaths nothing, bur AﬀcQion ro-Ged. He cries con- 
tinually, as Dawid doth : Pſal. 18. 1. I ive Thee. The word lignifies: I lowe 
thee dearly, tenderly, inwardly :T twiſt thy Icve upin my imwardeſt, and tendereſt 
bowels, O my TFeſus. | | 

2. Paſſion : Hatred. P\al.139.22. Thate them, that hate thee with a perfett 
Hatred. Hatred is the Life of Contrariety, Caſting out from itlelf, yet Compre- 
hindmg int felt, as in a Chain, Conquering zo it (Ulf, its Contrary. God pro- 
miſeth Chriſt thus much : P/a/. 10. 1, Sit theu at my right hand, till I make 
thine enemies thy Foct-ſtool., We hold our Feoor-ſtcol near us, but under us. We 
hold it down, yet we hold up, and raiſe our ſelves by it. 

There 1sa Twofold Hatred. 

i. Hatred before Lowe. 2. Haired from Fcwve. 

Hatred before Lowe is weak, and imperfect, rell:ſhing much, of ſelf love, 

Darkneſs, and He!!, Hatred 


[30] 
Hatred from Love is Perfe#, it ſprings from the Heart of ſweetneſs, it ſub« 
ordinates atſelf to it, it ends init. 'The Life of this Hatred is Love. 

As the ſoul ar her firſt Converſidn is ſtrong in Love, fo is ſhe ſweet in her 
Hatred. She hates perfetHly likea God, not a Devil, every thing, which brings 
not the Lovelineſs of her Saviour along with it, as a Pals-port : She turns 
away her face from it, ſhe ſets her feet upon it : not ſuffering it to riſe up a- 
gainſt the Life of the Lord Jeſus within her : forcing it to ſerve his Glory. 

So much for the Third Order of Paſſions, Love, Hatred. So much for the 
Firſt Circumſtance in our Converſion : The Univerſal Motion in our Paſſions. 

2. Circumſtance : A General Alteration in Prafice.This Alteration is Twofeld: 

I. A Manifeſt withdrawing from all Compames, and Contents, that draw 
the Soul outward, or That wats 

2. An eminent Delight m all Perſons, and P@hs,that draw the Spirit imward, 
or upward. 

David expreſleth both theſe in himſelf: P/al. 16. My delight is in the Ex- 
cellent of the Earth. As for them, that go after other Gods,I will nat make men- 
1:01 of their Name. 

1. Uſe: For Diſcovery. Religion is no empty Name, but a Real Thing. Two 
Things make a Reality in the Soul, 

I. The Object. 2. The Inward Aﬀettions, 

I. The Objef. As the Woman is to the Man his Image, his Glory in the 
Image: So is the Sor! to her Object. If ſheeſpouſe her ſelf ro the Lying Vani- 
ties of this World, ſhe makes her ſelf one with-them, both Vanity, and a Lye. 
If ſhe cleave to the Rock of Ages, the Rock of the Godhead, growing to 
that, growing up out of that, ſhe becomes a Living Stone,a Rock of Eternity 
in herſelf. / 

This is the Firſt Motion 1n Religion, the winding of the Soul about the ut- 
moſt point of the Creature, and turning in towards God again. 'This is the 
Difcriminating, Dividing Temper ; between Religious and unregenerate Per- 
ſons ; the Teuching of the Soul with God, as the Needle is touch't with the 
Load-ſtone ; when it may have various agitations,yet it feels the Impreſſions of 
God inthe midft of all : when it can nevereſtabliſh, or quier itſelf in any poſt- 
ure,fave then only,when it is pointed on God. My Soul hath ſaid to the Lord,thou 
art my Portion :| Lamen, 3: 

Pfal. 16. 8. I have ſer the Lord always before me : He is at my Right hand: I 
ſpall not be maved.God is our Aſſiſtant there, where he is our Objet: atour Hand, 
if he be in our Eye. This 1s the Life and Eſſence of Religion ; the exaltarion 
of God in our Spirits, asour Chief ObjeF, to which, and by which we are di- 

rected. 
Examine thy felf, by this. If the” world be all to thee, and God a Fancy : 
then art thou like that world, a Fancy, and a Bubble. If God be all to thee, 


and. 
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and the world a Dream : then thou haſt Strength, Life, and Subſtance. For _ 
thou art one. with him, who 1s the Life, Strength,Subſtance,Being of all things. _ 
- Is thy Heart, as a Hearth, on which "Thorns only blaze? Are the workings 

of thy Spirit like thin, and fine Smoak, ſlight and vaniſhing ? Can then there 
be any Religion,where there 1s no Reality? He is the Religious man. who graſpes 
Subſtance ; who digs thorow all things, 'till he meets with a ſure Foundation ; 
who hath taken hold of ſomething Solid, Satisfaftory, Everlaſting at which 
his Soul ſtops, on which ſhe ſtays her ſelf. I hate them, ſaith David, thas look to 


lying Vanities : but. my truſt is inthe Lord. 


There. is a Three-fold Senſe of things,, which makes a Religicus man Real : 
I. Senſe,. of this World's ſorrows. 2%. Senſe, of Divine Wrath. 3. 
Senſe, of Divine Love. | 

1. Senſe, of this Worlds ſorrows. No man is in the Spirit of Chriſt, who 
hath not been at. the Croſs, in the Grave of -Chriſt, and there ſeen the end of 
all this world's Glories. Who beholds things in the Eternal Light ? He, tha 
hath firſt ſeen this world in a Fire,ourt of which it falls into blackneſs of Dark- 
neſs? By. the. Croſs of Chriſt, the World is crucified to me ; ſaith St. Panl. I come 
to kindle a Fire in the World, faith our Saviour, and what will I, if it be already 
Kindled. 

They that go down into the Deep, ſee the Winders of the Lord : faith the Pal- 
milt, Whoever is gone up to Heights of Grace, hath gone down into the 
Deep of the Firſt Creation, and teen Wonders of Darkneſs there. 

Fonah tells us of himſelf : Fcn.2,6 T ent down to the bottom of the Aluns 
tains, the bars of the Earth were about me for ever. Haſt thou delcended with 


2. Senſe, of Divine Wrath. We, faith St. Paul, knowing the Terrours of the 
Lord, perſuade men: 2. Cor. 5. 11, If we know God, we know h's Terr 
and what the Power of his Wrath 1s; can we not then perſuade our ſelves to 


' beſerious? Have you ſeen the Treaſures of wrath laid up with God for thoſe 
2 that harden their Hearts in Sloth, and Senſe, to an inſenſibleneſs of Spiritual, 
Z andEternal things? Have you heard thoſe ſeven-times-ſeven fold increaſes of 


Fury upon thoſe, who go on in Vanity ; and yet ſay, it ſhall not be fo, it ſhall 


E be well with them ? Cannot theſe things make you Real, and Sober ? 


If ſtill vanity be your Life, your Food, your Joy ; if ſtill Lightnefs be your 


2 Air, and Shadowsthe Game, which you hunt with your Reaſon, and Senſes ; 


then fear, leſt you have ſeen Shaddyys only of theſe Objects, leſt your Religion 
too be vain. 3- Senſe, 


JW 


| / 2 

2. Senſe of Divine Love. The Scripture faith in ane place to good men : 
The Joy of the Lord ſhall be your Strength. Such as the. Nouriſhment of our 
Spirit 1s, ſuch will its Conſtitution, and our Converſarion be.. It our Food, our 
Joy be Divine, and we eat the Bread of Angels, our Lives will be Divine, and 
our Faces ſhine with Angelical Beams. If our Delights be Vanity, and we 
feed on wind our Spirits, and Converſation will be windy. bl 

The ſame Solomon, that ſaid of Mirth, what deſt thuu? And of Laughter, it 
is Madneſs : Ecclel. 2. 2. He ſaith Prov. 9. The ways of Wiſdom are ways of 
Peace, and all ber Paths are pleaſantneſs. Spiritual Pleaſures are Serious ones, as 
Grave, as Wiſdom itlelf : tor they are her Walks. The Love of Chriſt conſtrains 
rus : faith St. Paul, 2 Cor. 5. The Love of Chriſt holds in, binds up, and unites 
the Spirit, not ſuffering it to pour forth it(elf looſely. 

That Liberty, which is Daughter to Divine Love, what a Stranger is it to 
Licentiouſne/s? T hole Sweetneſles, which flow from God and his Glories how 
do they look down upon, and deſpiſe Empty Mirths, and mad Laughters? A 
Bride,made a \Voman of a Cat,and ſer among the-Gueſts in the bridal Cham- 
bear, on a ſudden runs after a Mouſe which ftird im a Corner of the Room. If 
thy Sou! be till ready ro fly at every vanity, which 18 at any time ſtarted in 
the eye of it: thou maiſt becloth?d with the Form of a Heavenly Bride; but 
fure thou haſt {till a Bruriſh Spirit. 

Thus you ſee,how the Obje# of a Religious man makes hum Rez! The Seccnd 
Reality in Religion is that of Inward Aﬀections. | 

2. The Imyard Aﬀections. My Son, faith Wildom in the Proverbs, give me 
thy Heert.. Perhaps you give to God your Feet to carry you to Sermons ; you 
give him your Hands to/work, or fight for him ; you give him your Tcngue to 
diſcourſe of Him : but have you given him your Heart ? Doth that cleave to 
him, long and pant after him, ſigh for him, live only in Him ? Dawidſaith to 
God :Pſ-1 5 1. Thouloweſt Uprightneſs m the Imvard parts. "The more Inward 
any thing is, the more Upright it is. Are thy frequenteſt Groans ſuch, as thou 
doſt not expreſs, chou cantt not expreſs ; ſuch, as thy Spirit only feels, God's 
Spirit only hears ? 

_.Ir is the Counſel of our Lord Jeſus : Pray to thy Father in Secret, end He 
ſhall reward thee openly. "The moſt Secret things are the molt Series. Doſt thou 
commune with thine own Heart upon thy Bed abour rhe things of God, and 
Erernity ? D> the workings and Labourings of thy Soul atrer thy Saviour 
hold thine eyes waking, while others are fleeping ? 

Solomon tells us : The Heart knoweth its own Sorrow, and a ſtranger intermed.- 
dies not with its Foys. Bleſled/is he who hath a ſenſe of a Sorrow for Sin, and 
theabſence of God, whichtus own Heart only 1s conſcious to. Bleſſed is he, 
who lives on hidJen Manna, who hath his Boſom ſtill warmed with a ſecret 
Flame of Divine L2ve, and Joy, to which all others are Strangers. 


Man 
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[33] 
Man hath, as St.Pau! teacheth, a Spirir,a Soul,a Body. So hath Religion. God 
the Erernal Object and Spring otour Religion 1s the Spirzr : our Inward Af- 
fedons are the Soul ; our outward Ations, the Body. Outward Afﬀtions moſt 
olorious,'f they go alone,make but a Dead Rel:gion,are a Body without a Soul. 
Inward Afettions without God make but a Brutiſh Religion, a Soul in a Body 
without the Immortal Spirit. I now conclude this Application. : 
2. Uſe: For Dire&ion, I will divide this into a Threefold Dire#ion. 


1. Direion. Entertain mournful Tempers as Angels ; Improve them as Trea- > 
ſures. When Fonah was 1n the bottom of the Sea, and belly of the Fiſh, his 
Soul fainting within him ; then he remembred the Lord; Fonah 2. 7. As 
Pearls are found at the botrom of the Sea: ſo, frequently do the Beauties of 
the Lord Jeſus diſcloſe themſelves to us in the depths of Grief, when we are 
ſink below the waters of this world, and are ſwallowed up into a Spirit of 
Darkneſs. Ir 18 St; Fames's advice, Fam. 1 4. Let Patience have its perfett 
work and it ſpall make you perfett. As one Element ſtretcht to the utmoſt paſ- 
ſeth into another, Water into Air,Air into Fire : as a Cloud big, and ſwelling 
diflolves it ſelf upon rhe Earth : ſo thy Griefs, if thou wait calmly upon them, 
as they ſwell,and grow, will at length diſſolve themſelves into God. As Snow 
and Froſt-- cheriſh:the Sced' -in the ground: fo do biting and binding Sor- 
rows both kill rhe weeds of Vanity,and ripen the Seed of Divinity in Man. -I 
can no more want Sorrows for my Soul,than the Husband-man can want }ir- 


'fer ſeaſons for his Corn fields. As natural Melancholy draws the Soul deeply 


into her ſelf, and her Divineſt Principles; whence ſhe iſſues forth again, with 
the moſt great and glorious Lights: ſo do ſad things work upon a holy Spiric 
ſinking her thorow her ſelf into the Depths of the Godhead, out of which ſhe 
riſeth renewed to a freſh Spring of Life and Joy. 

2. Direftion. Look ſtedfaſtly to the end of all Fleſh.In every Pleaſure,Strength, 
Glory,ſee the Worm, and the Fire which 1s bred in all fleſhly things, the one 
never to go out,the other never to die till Fleſh be no more. The belly for meats, 
and meat for the belly; but God ſhall deſtroy them both ;, and I will be in hon- 
dage toneither, faith St. Paul. If thou engage thy Soul in any earthly Contenr, 
thou putreſt thy ſelf into a Priſon, whence you muſt come by Death, or where 
Death will bnd you. Why ſhould I pur on that, which I mult Zeep oz with 
laſting vexations,or put off with preſent Pains ? 'Ihe world and my ſenſes were 
made one for another. The Devil hath defiled, and diſordered both : God 
diſtr:ct2, and will deſtroy both : The Joy of my Life, and my Life ſhall de- 
pend ou neither, | 

3. Direction. Preſerve Hope towards God ever alive m thy ſelf, Hoſ. 2. 15. 
We read of the Door of Hope. Hopes the Door of Happineſs. This admits us 
into the Godhead, He that ſufters Hope to fink under Deſpair in his Spirit, 
locks and bars up the Door of Heaven againſt himſelf. Prov. 13. 12. Hope 
--, F | by deferr 4 
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defer d makes the heart fick. But Hope cut off &ills the Heart, and makes it 
lie dead in Sin, and Fleſh, He will lay his mouth in the Duſt, if there may be 
Hope, Give a man Hope, and you caſt the Seed of a New Soul, of God into 
hun. What ? ſaith one, May I, the vuileſt of men, the loweſt of creatures, bope to 
be pardoned ? Nay more, to be lowed? to be made pantaker of a Divine Spirit, 
and Glory ? May I this Iſt, hope this ? Then will I fear, worſhip, [ere God, do, 
ſuffer any thing for him,or from bim ; I will lay my mouth in the Duſt at hs feet, 
if I may bave Hope. Hope declares the moſt right, and moſt ſweet thoughts 
of Gad. Ir ſets the Soul in the righteſt and ſweeteſt frame towards God. He | 
exalts God, and gives him the higheſt Glory, that dares at worſt, to bope for i 
the beſt things trom him. He that praiſeth me,be honoureth me, faith God, Pſal. 
50. "There are Two Grounds for Hope, which never fail. 3 

1. God & nigh thee, Afts 15. Thou haſt 1by Being in him. Thou wer't 3 
made by Jeſus Chriſt, thou ſubſiſteſt in him, as in thy Rocr. Thou art the Z 
work of his hand ; the Son of his Hendmaid, Nature. "Thy Natural Being is © 


a putting forth, a manifeſtation of Chriſt, Wait alwaies in Hope, for his highs. '* 


et, and divineſt manifeſtations, which come after this. Thine eyes ſhall ſee 2 
them, if thou let not go thy Hope, but wait confidently to the end, 2 

2. God # Infinite. He is All: All that thou canft rink or wiſh. For thou * 
could{t not think, or wh any thing, if it were not hrſt in him. He is beyond 7 
thy Diſtreſſes or Deſires. Hope then ever 11 this God, who is already i thee, * 


who is Inferite, whoſe Power is above all thy Preſſwres, whoſe Love is above 2 
his own Wrath. Chriſt is called eur Hepe : Chriſt in you the Hope of Glory, + © 


to {agnifie, that Hope is the Son of God, and his Image growing in us ; that 3 
Hope 'thould have no Greand, but Chriſt ; and then be as its Ground ; Damer- * 
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tal, Infinite. Thus much for the Second Part in this Point of Converſion ;. | * 
The Circumſtances. There is yet remaining the Third Part ;. the Cauſes of this |? 
Change. L E 
3. Part, TheCauſe of our Change or Couverſion.. This is manifold. Some 5 
Cauſes are eſſential, ſome only Occeſional. Some remote, ſome zear. Yet all are 
as Links in a Chain, one depending on another. St. Paul ſcatters all theſe- * 
Cauſes within the compaſs of a few verſes; 1 Tim. 2.1, I will therefore that 
prayers be made for all men. 3. For God will have all to be ſaved, and come to | 
the knowledge of the Truth. 4.. For there is one God, and one Mediator, the man * 
Chriſt Telus. 5. Who hath given himſelf a ranſom for all to be revealed in due 7 
time. All the Cauſes of our Converſion are in thele words comprehended un- 7 
der Five Heads. 2 
* The Relation of God to Man. 
* The Mediation of Feſus Chriſt 
: The Manifeſtation of the Truth. 
: The Mmiſtry of Man to Mar. 
F. Cauſe : The Manages of Providence. 


| I of every man is Chriſt, This is the difference between God, an 
2 contains eternally all the creatures m one Nature and Perſon in himſelf. God 
* 25 One. Feſus Chriſt comprehends the crearure in one Perſon, not Nature, to- 


[33] | 
'1. Cauſe: The Relation of God to Man, 1 Tim. 2.5. There « one God. All 
Mankind//all creatures are gathered up ints one point of Life, which is Love, 
the Unity of Life, in God. There « one God, the Father of all, Epheſ. 4. 6. 

God is a Father in Fulneſs, in Sweetneſs. | METS 2s, = 
t. God is a Father m roar Luk.2.0.38. Our Saviour ſpeaks thus of God : 
He is not the God of the Dead, but of the Living. For all Irve to God : mivras 
All things live to God, Aﬀeer the fame manner, with the fame force you may, 
reaſon thus: God is not the God of the Dead, but the living ; of the wncleay, 
but the pure; of the i7p-rfet?, bur the perfett ; of the miſerable,but the bappy 3 
of the fading, but the eternal. For all things are living, pure, perfett, happy, 
eternal, to God. So all things have pare, happy, eternal lives in God, 'Thele 
are the Original and Radical Lives ; the Fir 5 the haireſt Seeds of all things 
in the Divine Nature. Thus God is All. This is the Fulneſs of God. ; 
2. God is a Father in Sweetneſs. God is Lowe, t Joh. 4. 16. God is Love 

in the Fount4i». As waters in their Spring, fo s Love in God, It makes him 
gow into creatures, it makes him flow forth in Love upon: the Creatures ; and 
{till he purſues, he chaſeth one Love with another in a Stream, till all return 


'} ro their Original. Thus, as Sr. Paul ſpeaketh, Rom. 11. 36. All things are 
3 from him, thorow him, and tohim, From him, as the Fountain of Love z tho- 
2 row him, as the Stream of Love ; to him, as the Sea of Love. Al Caitel are 


mine upon a thouſand bills, ſaith God, Pſal. 50. To. As a Father looks upori 
his Children, as his own, as Images, parts of himſelf, himſelf multiplied : So is 


3 God a Father in Sweetneſs. 


Theſe two, the Fulneſs, the Sweetneſs of God, as a Father, are the Firſ 
Ground of Hope, and Root of Happineſs to the creature. 'The Falneſs is that 


3 which we call the All-ſufficiency of God ; the Sweetneſs is that which we call 


Free Grace. Theſe are the Two Pillars in the Temple of Glory: Booz (ſtrength) 


J Jakin, (He will prepare.) The Fulneſs of God is one, Sweetneſs the other. 


2. Cauſe: The Mediation of eſis Chriſt : There is one Mediator, the Man 


I Feſus Chriſt, 1 Tim. 2.5. Our Lord Jeſus is Mediator two waies : He is 


1. A Divine Head to the Soul, 2. A DivineSeed inthe Soul, 
1. Our Lord Teſus is a Divine Head to the Soul, 1 Cor. 11; 3 » The Head 
d Ch 


riſt, God 


gether with himſelf. Therefore as in one place he is ſaid to be the Head of 
Man, 1 Cor. 41.3. So in another place he is called the Man, 1 Tim. 2. F 
Our Bleſſed Saviour is God uniting the different Natures of God, and the 


Creature in One Perſon, and that.his Own Perſon. From this Perſon he commus- 
- 3 nicates the Being of the creature, and-ſtreams forth immediately info it, in a 
2 different Nature and Perſon. In this Perſon he holds the' creature 1n its proper 
3 anddiſtin& Being, by being annext and unitcd to himſelf. Thus the Lord 
F "= | ; 
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is a Head to Man, . And as the Head puts a beauty upon the whole: Body, fo 
doth Jeſus Chriſt upon the whole Creation, by making himſelf a Head ro-ir, 

2. Our Lord TFeſus is a Divine Seed in the Scul. He is called the Seed : Gen. 
23.16.19. till the Seed came : He is the Seed of the Woman, Gen, 3. 15. But 
what Womas is this? He is the Seed of the Earthly Woman, Eve. For he lies 
hid in her, as in a Womb. He groweth up out of her in the Virgin Mary, 
clothing himſelt with her Fleſh. . But there is another Woman beſides this, 
which is a Mother, and hath her Seed ; a heavenly Mether of a heavenly Seed, 
St. Paul makes mention of her, Gal. 4. 26. The Hierufalem above xs free, 
which is the Mother of us all. Jeſus Chriſt is a Seed. God is the Father, this 
heavenly Woman 1s the Mother, the Spiritual State of the creature. He derives 
himſelf from borh theſe, He unites both theſe in himſelf, So he lies in the earth- 
Iy- Woman, the fleſhly Image, and becomes her Seed in the ſecond place ; a. 
Seed thrice over, bearin;. b-r, abiding in her, bringing her forth the ſecond time. 

As every creature hath 'this Seed in it, fo it kuth lying hid in it the Eternal. 
Beauty of the Divine Nature, the Immortal Beauty of the Spiritual Creature, 
which both are wrapt up together, in this Seed, to grow up together out of 
it in ther Seaſon, Thus our Saviour 18 a Divine Seed in th? Soul. 

Theſe two, Chrift the Head of Man, the Seed in Man expound that of St. 
Paul, Epheſ. 1. 4. He| hath elected us in bim. We are c|Ctcd in Chrilt by a 
double meaning -: | | 

1. We are made \the Deſire, and Deligh: of God, in Chrif, as in-our 
Head. 

2. We are deſign dito be ſaved by Chriſt,as the Seed of Grace and Glory. 

3. Cauſe : The manifeſtation of th: Truth, 1 Tim. 3. God will have all to 
be awed, and come to the knowledge of he Truth. As in Hebrew,ſo in the Greek 
of. the New Teſtament, and hath various fignifications. Scmetimes it ſtews 
a Cauſe, ſometimes an Iſtrumznt, ſometimes a Means, or Way; fo 7eh.17.3. 
Thus #s eternal Life, to know thee the only true God, and (that is, in, or by ) him, 
2vhom thou haſt ſent Feſus Chriſt. So 'tis here : God will have all men to be 
ſaved, and come (that is, by coming) to the knewledge of the Truth. The mani- 
feftation of the Truth is One Cauſe of 'our Converſion to Holineſs and Happineſs, 


But what # Truth ? ſaid Pilate to Chriſt. Chriſt had often ſaid of himſelf; | : 


I am the Truth. Weread of him, Rev. 1.5. that he is the Faithful Witneſs, © 
And he is faid to reveal the Father: No man knows who the Son is, but the © 
Father. No man knows who the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son 
will reveal him. 2 

The Firſt Truth in General and Particular, is the Life of God, and the Life 2 
of the Creature in God. Jeſus Chrilt is Truth, as he 15 a True Diſcovery of this * 


Truth. He reveals the Father, that 1s, he opens the boſom of Ged ; he mani- | 3 
fiſts the Life. of God,as it.enfolds the Life of the Creature in it ſelf ; he mani- |? 
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feſts the Life of the Creature, as it abides in the Life of Gad, and grows upon 
the ſame Root with it. "Thisis Truth, But what is the Manifeftaticn of this 
Truth in Man? No man can come unto megexcept the Father draw him, ſaith Je- 
ſus Chriſt, 70h.6. 4.4 Tocome to the Truth , to have the Truth manifeſted in us 
arc both the ſame thing. The Commg is not Natural, nor the Manifeftation 
Moral; both are Supernatural and Spiritual, tl.e Drawing of the Father. A Seed 
hath a Power or Principle, which ſent it forth, abides in it, and works thorow 
ir, Ic hath alſo an Image, which grows up out of it. Jeſus Chrilt is the Seed 
in the Soul of Man; the Father 1s the Power, the Son is the Image in this Sced. 

When a Corn is caſt into the ground, a Power goes forth from it into the 
Earth round about, which attracts, and draws it ; which unites, and incor 
rates it with the Seed, which ſends it forth again in the Form of that Plant, 
fict in the Herb, then in the Blade, laſt in the Ear. So the Father thorow Te- 
ſees Chriſt diftuferh himſelf into the whole Soul, draws it into Chriſt, who lics 
there as a Seed, makes it One with him, who brings it forth again into his own 
Form and Fruit. St. Fames ſaith, Fam. 1.18, Of bis own Will begat he us by 
the Word of Truth. The Word is the Seed of Truth, Chriſt Feſes in us. 

The Ill of God is compoſed of thoſe 1299 forementioned 3 4 Supreana 
Fulneſs, a Soveraign Sweeneſs : Theſe powerfully and pleafantly ſtir up the 
Godhead to bring forth the creatures, and to bring forth it ſelt in the crea- 
tures: Theſe delightfully and effetually move God to propagate himſelf 
endleſly and infinitely. Theſe hears of love, the delights of fruitfulncſs are 
the inward and only. Motives which put on our heavenly Father to quicken 
his Seed in uz, to make it grow up by degree:, till it hath perfe&tly brought 
forth it f*lf into its own form and fulnefs. 

ThusSr. Pau! tells us, Gal. 1. 16. I: pleaſed the Father to reveal his Son in 
bim. As the Sun draws up the Plants our of their Roots, and diſcovers them 
ro the open Air; fo the Father reveals and diſclofeth Jeſus Chriſt in the Soul.” 

4.. Cauſe: The Miniſtry of Man to Man; Heb. 1. 14. We read that An- 
gels are made Miniſtring Spirits for the geod of thoſe that are 19 inherit Salua- 
tion, $9 it pleaſerh God often to make men as Angels, -to miniſter Spiritual - 
things to their Brethren. x | 

Ir is one of the Myſteries of Godlineſs, 1 Tim. 3.16. God manifeſted in the 
Fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit. The great God 1s pleaſed by the Fleſhly waies of 
man's doing, (peaking, writing yeading,l;ving, to expreſs and convey himfelF.” 

A Learned man admires it, as having @ Height of Wonder in it, thitfo 
low, ſo narrow; {o dark, dead, divided things, as words, and letters ſhould car- 
ry into our Souls the hipheft Images of the divineſt Life, Truth, and Glory. 
This is the Iyfiniteneſs of the Godhead, which brings forth itſelf in the grea- 
teſt Vari:ty of Shapes, yer ſtill keeps the Unicy, preſerves it ſelf entire, and full' 
in every one.. Thus the Divine Nature imprints it ſelf upon the thoughts of 

| | Exrthly / 
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Earthly man, as ſcattered Duſt, and by the Motions of this Duſt in words im- 
plants it ſelf by one Man upon the Soul of another. 

There is a Three-fold:A4niſtry of Man by which God works in the Conwer- 
ſion of men : | 


1. Elcvation of the heart in Prayer to God, 2. Exhortation by words to mens. © F 


2. Example of life before men. 

1. Elevation of the heart in Prayer to God for men. St.Paal deſcribes Prayer, 
Rom. 8.27, God heareth His Spirit, for it makes interceſſions in us, according to 
his will. Prayer is the Conception of the Soul,when it hath taken in from Hea- 
ven the Spiriz in the Forms of fome Divine Bleſſing : Then it grows big with 
this Bleſſing ; it travels with it ; itlabours to raiſe it ſelf ;nto God, that by the 
clearneſs of his Light, by the fulneſs of his Life, it way bring it forth ro per- 
fection. A Spiritual man 1s like Abraham, who had in himſelf that Seed, in 
which all the Nations of the Earth were to be bleſſed: He hath conceived with 
a Secd of Blefledneſs to7 all Creatures. Therefore as Paul travelled in birth 
with the Galatians, till Chriſt was formed in them © fo doth a good man travel 
in birth by Prayer, having\many Pangs, and Throws in the Spirit, till this 
Blefſedneſs be formed in each Soul, 

St.- Paul tells the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 3. 22. All things are yours, &c. A 
Heavenly Spirit is an Univerſal Father ; it look: upon all Creatures, as its own 
Off-/pring, or Bowels. As Fob ſacrificed conſtantly for his Children, while they 
were feaſting in their courſe : So 1s this Spirit praying for the Souls of men, 
while they are playing away themſelves in Vanity. This is the Fort Miniſtry. 

2. Exhortation by words to men. David promifeth, and propheticth, F/al. 
FI. 13. I will teach tranſgreſſcurs thy ways, and Sinners ſhall be converted unto 
thee. Before in the former verſe he had prayed; Reſtore thy foy, and eftabliſh 
thy free Spirit in me, Then he adds ; 1 will teach tranſgreſſours 1hy ways, (the 
ways of thy Love and Wifdbm with man ) Sinners ſhall be converted unto 
thee, that is, by the report of thy ſweet Centrivances upon me, and Compaſ- 
frons towards me.. When the Heart feels the Waters of Divine Lite and Joy 
bubling up warm from the boſom of rhe Godhead, then the Tergne becomes 
the Pen of a ready Writer, labouring to imprint the Form of the ſame Life 
and Joys upon” other hearts alfo. | 


If you will have me weep when you ſpeak, weep your felf, you that ſfeak, 'i 


ſaid a Wile man. When a man utters thoſe heavenly Loves, Truths, De- 
lights of Jeſus Chriſt, in which his own Soul lies melting and bathing her ſelf, 
while he reports them : 'Then he often hath his Toygue made the Lwill of the 
Godhead, by which he toucheth other Souls, and makes the fame AMzſick upon 


them. / 
David calls his Tongue, \his G!cyy, becauſe by it he diſplayed that Glory of 


God, which was treaſured \up in h# heart, to the view oi many Hearts, 


» 
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# Soul, when the Waters of the Natural man work high a contrary way ; as 
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Sr. Paul tells us, that God hath choſen the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching to make 


it Hs Power unto Salyation.God ſends down the higheſt Glory into inferiour 


Forms, in-which they deſcend by degrees ; then in the loweſt they become a 
Seed, our of which they grow and rife again by degrees to their firſt Height. 
So the Divinity puts its ſelf into our Saviour,then into our Hearts,then into owr 
Tongues, fo into Words hovering in the Air, thus low it is become. Now by 
IWords,as a Seed it is caſt into the Ear of another, fo it paſſeth into the Hearr, 
where it ſpringeth up into the Farrneſs of Chriſt, and from that into the Ful- 
neſs of God, : : 

3. Example of Life before Men. St. Paul tells the Saints! Philip. 2. rg. 
They ſhould be blameleſs, and harmleſs, m the midſt of a crooked generation, in 
which they ſhine, as Lights. When one Candle 1s lighted, we light many by 
that. When God hath kindled the Lite of his Glory in one man's Hears, he 
often enlightens many by the Flame of that ſpread thorow his Converſation. 
Philoſophers tell us; that, every thing hath Beams, by whieh it manifefs, and 
»ultiplies itſelf. Sure nothing hath fo piercing,ſo plentiful Beams, as the Divine 
Nature. When this is brought forth in any Spirit, it cannot but manifeſt itſelf 
by beautiful Beams of Love, and Holmeſs; as it manifeſts, lo it often multiplies 
itlelf upon other Spirits. 

When thou &t Converted, faith Chrift to Peter ſtrengthen thy Brethren, Tt is 
the Perfection. of Life to bring forth its Like. When a man is himſelf made 
partaker of the life of God : The PerfeCtion of this life diſplays itſelf with ſuch 
power, and luſter thorow the whole man ; that it many times draws ſtrangers, 
firſt into the Love, then into the Likeneſs of it. | 

5. Cauſe : Manages of Providence, Theſe are often Mural Helps to Man, 
Outwnrd Hints, which God is pleaſed to make, and take for the Inward, and. 
Spiritual work of our Converſion. Bur as they ſay of Stars: they do not operate, 
but indicate only; not produce,but poznz out eftects,and events inEarthly things: 
So outward Providences, when they are moſt, are Concurrencies only, not 
Cauſes in a proper ſenſe : not Living Hands to do any thing in the Truth of 
this Clange;but as Hands in aMargin,to declare ſometimes, whar God 'is doing. 

Theſe Workings of Providence, by Natural effetis in our Bodies; civil ac- 
cidents in our Life ; Moral Impreſſions on our Hearts are as the motion of the: 
Waters, when the Angel deſcended into the Pool, which motion: accompanied, 
but contributed nothing to the Healing Vertue. It is not of him, that wills, nor 
of him, that rum: ; but of God, that bath mercy, | 

Sometimes God brings forth this Change ; when the Waters of outward: 
Providence are quite calm ; as when the Apoſtles were called from their Nets ; 


; Matthew from the Cuſtom ;, Gideon from the Flail ; Eliſha fromthe Plow. 


Sometimes God ſpreadeth this healing, and enlivening vertue thorow the 


when: 
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when Saul was chang'd into Paxl,. he was then ſurprized with the Love,and 
appearance of Jeſus Chriſt, 2uhen he was perſecuting him. 

Yet it pleaſeth our Father very often to manage, and forelay outward things 
fo ; that he takes holdiof them, as occaſions, or opportunities to make his way in- 
ro our-Souls, 

There are Two, things in cutward Providence, which God eſpecially makes 
uſe of to this purpoſe : | | 
| 1. Natural Affe&1ons. 2. Temporal Afﬀlittions, 

__1. Natural Aﬀe&iens. As we ſeaſon Veſſels for the Liquor, with which 
we mean to hill them;and astheThreſhers of old had theSraff tor the more tender 
Corn, and the Wheel for the Harder : So God made Fohn the Evangelilt of a 
gentle Heart, ſeaſoned with ſ#i//, but ſfrong afteCtions ; like a River, that runs 
quiet, but ſwifr. and deep. This Fobn Jeſus Chriſt takes into his boſom,makes him 
his Lute, on which he ſounds forth his ſofteſt, ſweeteſt Loves, Beauty,Delights : 
So he lives, ſo he dies. 

Sr.Peter: was naturally more of the Rock,and Flint;ſharp,hard,and fiery, Jeſus 
Chriſt brings the heel over him,and breaks him forely,while he firſt fortwears 
his Saviour near his Croſs ; then afterwards is forc'd to foilow his Saviour to 
the Croſs. . | 

St. Pavl had a vigorous, profound Sp:rit by Nature, and Ecucation ; Jeſs 
Chriſt faſhes upon hima withGlory from Heaven; fills him with the deep,and 
hizh Diſcoveries of Divine Glory ; makes him to fill the world with the loud re- 
ports of them ; as the Trumpet of Chriſt, 

Our Lord found fume of his Apoſt'es Fiſhing. He takes hold of them by this, 
which was their Employment, and Enjoyment ;their Inclination,o; Education: 
Come, ſaith he, follow me, and I will make you Fiſhers of Men. 

One Man 1s caught and carried by ſenſual! Beauties, and Pleaſures : Jeſus 
Chriſt covers the Golden Hook of His Love, and Spirit with a Bait of Beauty, 


and Pleaſure to take this Man : come, faith Chriſt, and follow me. I am fairer * 


than the Sons of Men. I havea Beauty beycnd that of any Creature. I am the 
Brightnefs of the Eternal Glory ; the Lively Image of the Inviſibile God, I am 
the Light and Life of all Lovelineſs in all the Creatures, They, when they ſhine 
ſarceteſt, are but ſhadcws to me, ſhadows of me. I am all Pleaſant altogether ; all 


Pleaſanineſſes, and Delights together. As Jcſus Chrilt whiſpers this to the Soul, +7 
kelets fall upon it a Ghmpſe, a Touch, a Tiſt of Himſclt, which makes all 
this Rea). So he raviſheth the Soul of this Man from the midſt of his Vanitics, 2 
Senſualities, Luſts, into his own Embraces, by the ſtrength of a higher, though 2? 


purer Delight. 


Anorher man is Rational, and Philoſophical, led, by inclination, and ſtudy 
to'trace the hidden ways of Nature, to ſearch the firſt Springs, and continued 3 
courle of Things. | The Lord Jeſus works Himſcit into the Reafon, and ſpecu- "8 
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fation of this Man : Come, faith our Saviour, and follow me. I am the Wiſdow 
f God, 7 which the whole Creation was contrived, came forth, and is carried ov. 

am the beginning , the way, the end of all things. Time draws out its Line, 
and runs its Race, #4; me. Eternity comprehends itſelf, in its Center, and Circle, 
in me. All the Treaſures of Knowledge are ini my Love. You ſhall ſee all Myſteries, 
all Forms, and Motions of God, and the Creature, bare and naked in my Light. 
As He ſpeaks this, He opens ſomerhing of Himſelf upon the Soul, which gives 
it a Glance of this Light, and Sight. Now He, that ſat before at Gamaliels 
feet, like Paul, ſers his feet upon the head of all thar learning, and fats with 
Mary, at the feet of Chriſt. Now Jeſus Chriſt is the Reaſon of his Reaſon, and 
the only Reaſon to it. Now TFeſus Chriſt is all his Philoſophy, and Srudy. Thus 
God makes uſe of Natural Affe#1ons. 


od Tempars, ons, ou have a Platform of Gods working by theſe, / 
om the mouth or "Elba: Job. 33. 19. He is chaſtned with pain upon his bed, 
the multitude of his bones with ſtrong pain. The place of a mans Reſt, and 
Pleaſure, is made the place af his 'T'ormene. All the ſeveral Principles, and 
Strengths of Life are ſeveral Springs,Seats,and Strengths of Pain, and Miſery, 

20. v. His Life abborreth Bread, and his Soul dainty Meat. The Nouri 
ment of Life 1s tedious, and becomes a Burthen. "The moſt pleaſant Enter- 
tainments, the ſweeteſt delicacies of Nature, and the Creature are now loath'd. 

21. v. His Fleſh is conſumed away, that it cannot be ſeen, his bones that were 
not ſeen, ſtick out. All the cloathings, all the Beauties of his Being wither, and 
wear away. Thoſe Forms in which he walked, diſappear. The Foundations, 
the lowelt Principles of being in him, are diſcovered, and left naked ; like the 
Sea without waters, a Deep having no Face, but that of Darkneſs ; an Earth, 
void, and without Form. | 

22. v. His Soul draweth near unto the Grave ; and his Life to the Deſtroyers. 
The Lite of the Spirit in the Body is now ſinking into a Silent Darkneſs. 
The Lite of the Spirit in itſelf is almoſt ſwallowed up into thoſe Spirits, which 
are the Principles of a dark, a dying Life ; or a living Darkneſs, and Death. 

23. V. If there be a Meſſenger with him, an Interpreter, one among a Thou- 
and, to ſhew to man his Uprightneſs. Now in this Ewvening-cloſe of life, and joy ; 
ir this ruſhing approach of a dreadful, eternal Night ; Jeſus Chriſt ſteps forth, 
a5 a Meſſenger,an Interpreter between God, and Man. He opens upon him his 
own Beauty, the 7475 022, proper, and true Beauty ; which was his own , 
in Eternity. 

24+ V. Then he is gracios to him, and ſaith : Deliver him from going into the 
Pit. I have found a Ranſom. 'Then the Father ſmiles upon the Soul. "Then He 
gives a command in the Ears of the Soul toall the Invi/ible Miniſters of Dark- 
neſs, and Death ;to let him go : To all the Spirits of Life, and Light; to take 
charge of him, to hold- him in their Arms, that his Life come not into the 
Prifon of Spirits. G 25. V. 
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25. v. His Fleſh ſhall be freſher than a Childs ;, he ſhall return to the days of 
his Youth. He ſhall be tranſlated into the KingJom of Chriſt, into that Para- 
diſe of God, out of which he came. There he ſhall flouriſh with a Fleſh more 
beautiful, more heavenly, than thar of Adam in Innocency. There he ſhall ſee 
thoſe Teuthful Days, which were before this World. 

Tous God takes hold of Temporal Afiitions, in them to convert us to Erer- 
nal Aﬀetims, and Objects. | 

1. Uſe. Inſtruttion. See how abſolute, and univerſal thy dependence is. on thy 
God fer Happmeſs. His Fulneſs is the only Treaſury, in which every minute of 
thy Life, every moment of thy Grief, or Joy is laid up. My times ſaith David, 
are at the Right hand of the moſt High Pfal. 31. 15. H's Sweerneſs is the only 
Port, or Gate, by which this Fulneſs iflues forth on thee, and brings thee home 
to its own Place. Theſe Two are the Mine, and Mint of thy Natural, and 
Spiritual Life. | 

Jeſus Chriſt is the Way of both theſe. A man can receive nothing from 
God, can never come to God; bur thorow Jeſus Chriſt, Thus nothing comes 
to us, or from us ; nothing comes to paſs round about us ; which is nor firſt 
paſs'd through a Double Strainer, the Heart of the Father, and of Chriſt. 

Not a Sparrow falls to the Ground ; much leſs a Soul, without both theſe 
our Heavenly Father, and Saviour. Not a Hair falls from our Heads ; much 
leſs a Thought from our Hearts without this Divine Pair. The Father works, 
and I work : Saith Chriſt. Every thing of Man, and the Creature 1s diſtilPd, or 
dropt thorow this Deuble Heaven of the Father, and Chriſt. 

We have cur Being in theſe Two. Nothing then can be without them. 7+ 


live in theſe Two. Our Life then, and each article of it, is Their Life in us. . 


We move in Them. Each Moticn then would be none, if it d:d not run upon 
this- greater, and /eſs Wheel. We ie (till, when they move not. 

Thus, thou knoweſt, O God, that it"is not in him, that walks, to order his 
own ſteps, Jere. 10. 23. { 

Wi hart then ſhall we caſt our ſelves into a Gulf of Ryor.or ſenſual Pleaſures; 
becauſe we cannot reſj# His Will, nor rule our own ? Unhappy he, on whoſe 
mind the Almighty God ſtamps this Image of His Will in the Wrathful, and 
Dark Part of it ? Yet he alſo ſhall go, as it is written of him,upon the Heart 
of God, but in Fiery L2tters. God hath made all things for Himſelf, even the 
wicked for the Day of Wrath: Prov. 16. 4- 

But how can we abide in the Dark, or bitter Part of things ; in Fleſh, and 
Sin : If weknow, that the of God is the Rule of all things, and an If. 
nite Light, Love, Goodneſs, the Rule of this Will? He, that ſaith, he hath ſeen 
God, and walks in Darkneſs, lies; gnd the Truth is not in him : 1 John 1. 6. He 
that faith, he ſees the Will of God to at all things, and yer is himſelf = 
by a Contrary Will, checks and contfadidts himſelf, while he ſpeaks, and acts. 
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. How can we, that are dead toſm, live any louger in it ? Rom. 6. 2. If the 
Divine Fulneſs and Sweetneſs have diſcovered themſelves to us ; they have 
overſhadowed us ; darkning by an Eternal Death the Light of our own Life 
in Vanity, and Fleſh. "They have drunk up our Spirits into themſelves, and 
infuſed their Spirit into us. "Thus they themſelves are become the Death and 
Reſurre&ion of Chriſt in us ; that we live no longer, but Chriſt liveth in us, 
and the Father in Chriſt. 

Obj. But you will ſay, If I be wicked, what can I do? I have no power 
upon my own Spirit, but am over ruled by a Power above me, which com- 
mands All. MuſtI then ſtill fin, ſtill be forlorn without any hope, or help in* 
my felf? Muſt I fit down with Deſpair, and make that my only comfort to 
hope for no comfort ? | 

Anſ. No,No! Let this be not my Deſpair, but my ſareſt Hope,and ſweeteſt ; 
that I am no more in my own fower, who am a fooliſh, weak, inconftant 
Creature ; but form?d faſhion'd, commanded, managed entirely by Him,who 
is the Greateſt and Beſt of all things. 

Let me draw from this Conſideration, theſe holy, and happy Reſolu- 
tions. 

I. I will re/gn my ſelf to my God. I will give up the rudder of my Spi- 
rit to him, who alone gyides it, and guides it by a Sweerneſs unclouded, a Wiſe 
dom unquettioned, a Power unchecKt. 

2. 1 will repoſe my ſelf in my God. Whar the bad King faid fooliſhly, I 
defire ever to fay upon a holy and divine Principle: This alſo is of the Lord: 
Therefore will I wait upon him. 2 Kings ch. 6. v. laſt. He hatha Glory in 
this; He will make this a Glory to me, if 1 wait ſtedfaſtly tro the end. For 
he doth this, who doth all, and doth all well; who hath no Frinciple, but 
Love; no af, but Poxver ; no end, but Ghry.. | 

I have hniſh'd the} Fn ft Part of my Text, which was, The Riſe it the 
* Kingdom. I have concluded the Dottrme, which was propounded from that 
Part: The firſt Riſe to Religion, u a Change, cr Converſion. 


Fart. The Race to the Kingdom : and become as little Children. 

Theſe Words afford this Second Deftrine. | 

Doctr. 2. The ſecmd Step in Religion 15 to a ſtate of Childhood. Read Gal. 
4. 1. The Heir, while he is ackild, differcth not from .a Servant, though he be 
Lord of all. We have here a Child, a Regenerate perſon, 'one born a Son of 
God, made a Saint ; yer at firſt, nothing diftcring from x Servant , coming 
afterwards in the ſecond place, to the quality of a Sox and Heir. 

The Perſon of a man, in the Non-age, till Rea/on, which is the Principle 
of a man, puts forth irſelf in him, is but as a Plant, or at beſt a Brute, a ſen- 
ſaive Creature. So that Soul which hath the Seed of the Divine Nature 
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ſown {in it, until that Seed be grown up, is as a Servant, nor as 2 Son. 

Theſe are the Two ftates in Rehpion : 

t. A Servile State. tY. A Soxlike State. 

As St. Paul faith in another caſe: Firſt is that which is Natural, then that 
which is Spiritual : (o it 15 true uy this; Firſt 15 the Servite State in Religion, 
then the Son-like. So we read, Gal. 4. 7. Now are ye no more Servants, but 
Sons. | 

Thus the Son-l;ke State is the ſecond ſtep, or Remove in Religion. Ry. 

Bur it will be neceſlary for me to open the Servile Stats firſt, that the Son- 
kike may be the better underſtood. 

1. State, Servile. "This State hath Four Signs. 
I. Sign: Fear. 3. Sign: Forms. 
2. Sign : Dependencies. 4- Sign: Solicitude. 
1. Sign: Fear. A Saint in a Servike State ſerves God chiefly from a Princi- 
le of Fear. of | 
F = 8. 15. Ne have not received the Spirit of Bondage again to fear. St. 
Paul doth not ſpeak here-of a Smfu! State in Nature, but of a Servile State in 
Grace. This will appear clearly, if you compare this place with the 
forrth Chapter of the Ep:#/z to the Galatians. You ſhall ſee in both Places , 
the Twofold State of 2 Servant, and a Son in Religion deſcribed alike, almoſt 
in the ſame terms. Rom. 8. 15. Ne have mot received the Spirit of Bondage 
again. Galat. 4. 1. The Heir, while a Child, differeth nothing from a Servant. 
V. 3. Ye were im bondage to worldlyE!ements. v. 7. Now are ye no longer Ser- 
wants. Rom. 8. 15, 17.. But the Spirit of Adoption, whereby ye cry Abba Fa- 
ther. Now are ye Sons, if Sons, then Heirs. Galat. q. 6. He hath ſent forth the 
Spzrit of his. Son mto our Hearts, whereby we cry, Abba Father. 7. Sons and 
Heirs &c. | | 
Thus the Spirit of Bondage is a Spirit ſent forth from God inthe miniſtry of 
the Law. Therefore the Apoſtle ſaith, Ne have not received the Spirit of Bou-- 
dage. This Spirit begets men to. God, but it is in a Servile-Stare, by, and to 
Fear, Fear 1s the Seed and Fruit of this Spirit; So a man by it becomes a 
Son to God, but by the Bond-woman. So he is partly a Son, partly a Servant ; 
or rather a Sox in the State of a Servant. 
But I muſt further explain this Fear by, 


I. The Diſtinttion of Fear. 2. The ObjeF. 
1. The Diſtinttion of Fear. There is a Twofold Fea. 
I. Fear, Slavih. 2. Fear, Filial. 


I. Fear, Slaviſh. This Fear comes before Lowe, and is caſt out, when 
Love comes: 1 Fobw. 4. 18. Perfet# Love caſteth out Fear. But what Fear 
15 this ? That, which is S/aviſh. So it is added : Fear hath Torment. A Slaw- 
iſh Fear 1s to the Heart, as Fire is to Gold, Gold is wrought by the _ toa 
; - | ſoftneſs 
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ſoftne(s, and firneſs, toreceive the King's Image : then i5-is taken out of the - 
Fire. So th's Fear fubdues- the Heart to a yielding tempe, to receive the Im- 
prefſions, and Ima e of: God in Love. Then it 18 calt our, 

2. Fear, Filial. "This follows after Lowe, flows from ir, is as ſweet, and defi- 


D —— — 


Fear ſaith: I will no more be mine own. Love faith : God will come down into 
thee, and fill thee,Fear ſaith : I will fink down out of my ſelf, aud give way toGed, 

The Filial Fear is proper to the Sew-like State. It 1s the Slawih Fear,which 
isthe Sign of that Serwile State of which we now ſpeak. - 

A Sow-like State hath Love tor its Eldeſt Child ; Fear for its Tungeſt. A Serv 
vile State hath Fear for its Firſt-born: Love here is a Nounger Brother. 

In the Son Fear is the Motion of Love, In the Servant it 15 the Motive to 
Love. 

The Servant 1s the Son of the Bond-woman. "The Son is born of the Free- 
20an. The Soul in a Servile State of Religion aſcends out of Fleſh rowards 
God. So Fear is Firſt, and Love riſeth out of Fear,as Fire out of Soak. The 
Soul in a Son-like ftate deſcends, comes down from God,as a Bride ready trim'd. 
So L ve 1s Firſt, and bring, forth Fear, asa pure Flame breaths from it a fine 
Arr. 2 r 

This1s the Dif mion of Fear, This the Sign of a Serwile State,a Slawiſh Fear. 

2. The Objett of Fear. 'This is expreſt by the Holy Ghoſt : Heb. 2. 15 Thoſe, 
-- that were beld in bondage, by the Fear of Death. "The Jews were under the 
Law, in a Servile State,under a Slawiſh Fear. This Fear had Death inits Eye, 
for its Objett. Death hath two things in it, Loſs, and Pain ; Loſs of Lite, with 
all the Sweets, and Comforts of Life: Pain in the Labours, and Pangs art the. 
parting.of Soul, and Body, 

Thus a Slawiſh. Fear hath a Twofold Objett : 

I: Objef, Loſs. 2. Obje#, Pain. 

1. Objed, Loſs. A Chriſtian in a Serwile State fears the Loſs of God, more 
than God. The Fear of God makes a man fink out of himſelf into God. Fear 
of Loſs of him makes a man apr to ſink into himſelf in Deſpair. A Servile | 
Chriſtian fears the loſs of Gods Faveur, more than the loſs of God : the loſs 
of the Fruits of his Favour, which are Peace within, Proſperity wuhour; 
more than the loſs of his Favour. | 
2.. ObjeF : 
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2. . Obje# :Pain. A Spiritual, Son-ltke Saint fears the Departures of God, 
the lok of Divine Enpyments, more then all Pains or Tortures. But the Ser- 
wvant in Religion is not any thing ſo much ſenſible of the loſs of all the Joys 
in Heaven; as he is ſtruck with, trembles at the pains of Hell. 
Fohn the Baptiſt was a Figure of the Serwile State. He prefleth his Exhorta- 


tion with ſuch Reaſons, as theſe : The Axe is laid to the Root of the Tree. Save © 


your ſelves from that wrath, which is to come. | 
Feſus Chriſt was the Head, and Figure of the Son-like State. He moveth by 
other Arguments : The Kingdom of God'is at hand. Light is come into the World. 
Come to me, ant have life in abundance. - 
I have done with the Firſt, and moſt apparent Szgnof a Servile State : Fear. 
2. Sign : Dependencies. A Serwile Chriſtian ſeeks God chiefly by ourward A(- 
ſiſtances. Gal. 3.24. The Law was a School-mafter to bring us to Chrifft. A 
School-maſter ties Children to their ſet Times, Rules, Exerciſes ; till they can 
ſpeak a Languages judge of 'Truth, converſe with wiſdom naturally, from in- 
ward, and free Principles. So the Law, which is the Miſtris, under whom we 
are in bondage, teacheth us, to ſeek Communion with God at peculiar 'T'imes : 
The Forming of our Spirits according to God, by particular Rules: The 
Deriving of "Truths, Strengths Comforts from God, by ſeveral Performances. 
'This is our way of Life, till the Seed of Life be come up in us, which makes 
Divine Love, as our Pulſe : Faith, our Breath : Holineſs, our Conſtitution. 
Galat. 3. 23- We were kept under the Law,ſhut up unto the Faith,that ſhould 
be revealed. A Legal Chriſtian having a perpetual Alarm of Fears within him, 
entrencheth himſelt ſtrongly in Promiſes and 'Threatmngs, Ordinances and 
Duties in the outward Letter, as a Wall, or Mount of Earth. He plants a 
Guard about his Spirit,of Reſolutions, Vows, and ſuch like Fleſhly obligations. 
He takes care for a conſtant ſupply of Proviſion from without, from the Gifts, 
and Parrs of men, for a maintenance of theſe Forces. 
Angels, faith Chriſt, Marry not, nor are grven im Marriage. Angels are ever 
ſtrong, ever fealted, yer have no Meals : "They are always refreſt'r,and at reſt, 
yer have no ſeaſon for Sleep,z\ They marry not to any thing without them- 
ſelves, yer they multiply themſelves, their Images, and Fruits to Erernity.Earth- 
ly man muſt have hisMeal,and Sleeps in their appointed time,or elſe he dies. He 
muſt joyn himſelf in marriage to another wirhout himſelf, or elle he remains 
barren. Such is a Chriſtian | under the Law, if he have not his Duties, Ordi- 
nances, Rule-, and Retirements, to which he 1s true, and conſtant ; he falls 
down into Duſt and Deadneſs ; or runs out into Luſt, and Profaneſs. There- 
fore ſaith St. Paul, we were ſhut up. | | 
A Saint is now like an Ivy, which cannot bear itſelf up, or bring forth fruit 
vpon its own Roct, or Stock; but muſt twine about ſome outward Prop ; elſe 
it lics on the ground, and withers. 
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I defer the other T2yo Signs, that I may now divert my ſelf to ſome Appl; 
cation of theſe. | 

1. Uſe. Exhortatumn. This is Double : | | 

I. Exhorta. Serve God from a Principle of Fear, till you know why to 
ferve him, from the Freedom of a Natural Life:. - 3 94 22+ N 

2. Exhorta. ServeGod by outward Rules, till you know how to ſerve Him, 
by the _—__ of an Imvard Light. ; 

'I. Prhorta. Serve God from a Principle of Fear, till you know why to ſerve 
Him from the Freedom of a Natural Life. We read, 2 Pet. 1. 4, of a D+- 
vine Nature. Nothing is ſo skilful, ſweet, ſtrong, laſting, as that which is Na- 
tural : as the Sun ſhines, God is kind, a man truly Spiritual is holy, and hea- 
venly. But where is thar- man among the whole race of men, who loves God, 
lives in God, as his Element, lives to God, as his Joy, and Glory ; and all this, 
be-auſe it is his Nature ? | 

Are rot theſe the times of which our Saviour ſpake, when he ſaid : Shall 
the Son of Man find Faith upon the Earth ? In what heart can we find ſuch a 
Faith, ſuch a Union between God, and Man, as that theſe 'T'wo ſhall have bur 
one Life ; that the Man may ſay, as Saint Paul did : Now Chriſt Iiveth in me ? 

In this univerſal Dis-appearance of the Divine Nature, it were happy, if _ 
men would ſerve God from the Force of Fear, when they cannot do it from 
a natural Freedom : Tf men would be wrought by an awe to a Compliance 
with God, while yet they have no Complacency in him. 

O that men would fear, if they cannot /ove that Omni-preſent, Omnr-poe- 
rent God, in whom we all live, by whom we breath ! 

I ſhall urge this Exhortation by Feur Perſuaſrues. 

1: Perſuaſive. Fear the Loſs of the Divine Preſence here on Earth. fob ex- 
prefleth a great ſenſe of this, Fob. 29, He ſighs out his complaints : v. 2. O 
that it were with me, as in the days of cld,when God preſerved me! v. 3. When 
his Candle (bined upot my Head, when by bis Light I walked thorow Darkneſs. 
'The Candle is the Image of God in Nature, which burns in the Seven-fold 
Candleſtick of the Angelical Nature. This Glory reſted upon the Spirit of 
obs Natural Man, as a Light upon his Head, leading him thorow the Dark- 
neſs of his Fleſhly Being. wv. 4. As Iwas in the days of my Youth, when the 
Secret of God was upon my Tabernacle. "The Secret of God is the Inviſible 
Glory of the Divine Image among the Angels, which before he expreſs'd by 
the Candle. The Angels ſeem to be the Secret. For they are the Chambers, the 
Paviii»ns of God. God was in the midſt of them in the Dark at Mount Smai. 
The Tabermacle is the Body, or outward Man. 

'To this place agrees that in the Pſalm. Pſal.. 34. 7. The Angl of the Lord 
pitcherh his Camp round about them, that fear him. The Angel of the Lord, or 
the Angel the Lord, is the Divine Image tn Nature, and the Law. 'The Camp, 
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the Hoſt, or Armies of Angels. In the Goſpel, inſtead of this Image is Jeſus 
Chriſt ; inſtead of Avgels in their Natural Gloryare Angels in a Spiretual State, 
reſiding upon the Head, the Spirit ; the Tabernacle, the vilible Frame, the 
Bodily Being of a Saint. . 

V. 5. When the Almighty was yet with me : When my Children were yet about 
we. Fob in his firſt days was'a Type of man in Innocency. "The Preſence of 
the Almighty in the Angelical Nature on, the top of his Spirit was, as the Head 
of his Being. The Angelical Lives putting themſelves forth in the reſt of 
bodily things, as Souls to them, were as the Children, Images, and Dependen- 
cies of the Soul of Man. Bur at the Fall, the Almighty withdrew from man : 
Theſe Lives were drawn .in from the reſt of the Creatures. 

V. 6. When I waſht my ſteps in Butter ; When the Rock poured me out Rivers 
of Oil. The fteps of Fob were his wayes below 1n the vilible part of things; 
which were waſh'd with thePeace andPlenty of Inferiour Contents,raiſed from 
theſe Inferiour Creatures, as Butter, Riversof Oyl. TheSpirit of Angelical , 
Divine Life, among inviſible, Superiour Glories did flow forth abundantly 
upon him, fromthar-Rock, which was the Almighty. 

K Theſe Words of Fob afford us a Twofeld Principle of Policy for Natura 
things. io | 
_ Principle. The Divine Preſence is the ſpring of all Earthly Com forts. 

2. Principle. The Removal of this Preſence is the Root of all Bitterneſs in this 
Life. " 

_ Principle. The Divine Preſence isthe ſpring of all earthly Comforts. Tell 
me, O Man ! whart hath kept thee thy Peace, and Plenty, all thy Dayes , 
Months, and Years? Thy God hath preſerved thee, When thou haſt been in 
a doubtful, difhcult, dangerous State ot things; what then hath pointed out a 
clear and ſhining path to thee in that darkneſs ? When thou haſt had trouble 
in thine Aﬀeairs, calamities in thy.Perſon, confuſion in thy Soul ; what then 
hath ſent forth a Beam of Comfort, and Council through thy Spirit, to light 
thee out of all theſe; The Candle of God hath been upon thy head: God hath 
look'd ſweetly forth from the\top of thy Spirit, through the Principles of Na- 
ture, and this: hath been | thy Light. When thou haſh wall'd thy Feet as 
thou haſt walk'd, in ſmooth, ſoft, \flowing ſtreams of Peace, and Plenty : when 
thou haſt feen thy Children playing about thee, like lively Lambs in pleaſant 
Paſtures; while thou haſt been as their Sheepherd , feeding thy Spirit from 
inviſible Spirits, and then feeding their Spirit from thine z who gave thee all 
theſe? Theſecret of the Almighty was with thee. 

2. Principle. The Removal.of the Divine Preſence is the Root of all Bitter- 
neſs in 'this Life. When God withdraws, he draws 1n all his Bletfings, as the 
Sun often goes in, and givesup the Sky, and Day to dark Clouds. What 
wilt thou do, when like wretched Saul, The Philiſtines are upon thee, and God 
hath 
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bath. fcrſaken thee? When Perplexity ſhall take hold, of thy Spirit, when 
there ſhall be no Counſel or Comfort left, becauſe God hath forſaken thee ? 
What then can all thy Pleaſures or Honours do? Will they not, be” as miſe- 
rable Comforters, as the Titch of Endor to Saul; preſenting thee with Devils 
ander God-like-forms; ill-boding, foretelling thy death and Ruine? 

When our dear Saviour Was on the Croſs, he did not cry out, .O my Diſct- 
ples! why ds ye fly from me, or deny nie? O ye Fews, my Brethren! why do ye 
wound ſo bloodily my Feet, Hands, and Head ? No, but he'cries out 3 My 
God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me ; This broke his heart, ___. 

David complains in Pſal. 30. 7. Thou haſt made my Mountain ſtrong ; bilt 
thou didſt turn away thy face, and I was troubled. Place a man in a Wilder- 
neſs of Horrours, in a Sea of Flames, let the Secret of God be with him, and 
he will fear, he will feel no Evil. Plant a man on a Mountain, where he 
may not only with Chriſt ſee, but poſſeſs all the Delights and Glories of this 
World ; let God be gone, and you may call them all Ichabod; where's the 
Glory? Where's the Delight ? The whole Mountain will mouldcr into Me- 
lancholy, anq crumble away into Griets. 

O! Fear to eſtrange this God from you by a negle&t of him, on whoſe 
Preſence all your prefent Joyes depend. Fear to put out his Light in your 
Souls, by your Luſts: fear to chaſe away by your hardneſles and Rebellions , 
that God ; who, when he removes his Glory from off any Perſon, or Place; 
gives up all to ruine, and leaves a Hell behind him. 

This 1s the firſt Perſuaſrve. | 

2, Perſuaſive. Fear the ifs of Divine Enjoyments after Death. Is there 
any thing, any where, more moving, more full of {weetneſs, than the lan- 
guage of the Apoſtle : 1 Thef. 4. 18. Then 2e ſhall be for eur with the Lord. 
Comfort ye one another with theſe words. © _ — 
TI will pr«ſent your Spirits with the force of this place, in three ſhort Propo= 

If 10735, 
f 1. Propolition. There zs a Lord over all; a ſupream Principle, or Power, 
which makes, maintains, manages all the Creatures; a Spirit of Strength and 
Wiſdom, which governs the affairs of the whole World. Thus St. Paul 
ſneaks, 1. Cor. 8. 5. To zs there as one God, the Father, of whom are All; one 
Lord Feſwus, by whom are All. | 

2. Propolition. Thzs Lord zs the beſt of all things. As he is over, fo he is 
above all. 1 Cor. 2. 8. St. Paul calls him, the Lord of Glory. The Heathens 
teach us, that the God of the Sun, is the God of Mulick; becauſe he tempers 

with his Beams, and tunes all the viſible world. This Lord, our Lord'is the 
God of Light, Beauty, Muſick, the God of all Sweetnefles, Glories, Blefled- 
neſles. For he tes both the vitible, and inviſible World, to a happy 
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. 3. Propoſnion. All good Sprrits are the Friends; all evil Spirits the Enemies 
of this Lerd. Each pure, lightlome, peaceful Spirit comes from this Jeſus, 
and goes to him again, when it goes off the Stage of this Earth; as a Beam 
darted from his Glory, and drawn up to him again. Each dark, unclean, 
diforderly Spirit is cut off, and caſt out from him. One 1s every where in 
Scripture ſtiled, Hi Child, His Brother: The other is thus ſpoken to by him; 
Depart from me, ye curſed. | 

Now what joy is it, when a man in all the troubles of Life, can comfort 
himfelf with theſe words, and ſay: This Life will quickly end; then ſhall I be 
ever with the Lord, my Lord, the Lord of Bl fſedus? Who can expreſs the 
Peace and Pleaſure of that Soul within, which lies upon its Death-bed, and 
in the laſt moment of its abode in the Worid, comforts itſelf with theſe words, 
Now I muſt be uncloath'd of all Being,or Appearance among men on Earth for 
ever : But it 1,that I may be for ever in the naked Embraces of the Eternal $ pirit 
of Life, and Beanty.I 3" from hence for ever,but I go to be for ever with th: Lerd, 

Thad faint: d finth David, if I had not h:ped to ſee the Gooenefs of the Lord in 
the land of the Living. Who can tei] thoſe tainting fits in the midlt of higheſt 
Pleaſures, thoſe birrer, Soul-turning Quaulmes in fulleſt G!lor'es ; which thoſe 
men have, that have no hope to ſee the Goodneſs of the Lord after this Life ? 
Many pangs, many pangs of remorſe, and *anguith, pangs far beyond the 
pangs of a natural Death, hath that dying Soul, wh:ch hath no hope to live 
with God after Death. | 

Fear then this Ly/s fo gredt, fo irreparable. Fear to be prophane, like F/aw; 
to {ell your Birth-right for a [Meſs of Portage, to fell your hopes of Heaven for 
a thort S.usfattion to your ſenſual Apperite. 

2. Perſuaſive. Fear, what God can Ao. What cannot he do to make you 
miſerable, who is the God of the Spirits of all Fleſh? He can let forth Five 
Spirits upoR you : . vi 

I. Spirit. of Diſeaſes. | 3. Spirit of Melancholy. 

2. Spirit of Folly, and Falſhcod. 4. Spirit of Rume. 

r. Spirit of Diſeaſes. God, can fend a Spirit of Diſeaſes into thy Body, to 
ſtrike thee with Worms , with ſome foul and ſharp ſickneſs, til! rhou dye a 
loath'd, and horrid Death. i'Fhus he did to king Herod in the A&s. Can all 
thy Phyſicians then cure thee ? ; 

2. Spirit of Folly and Faljhood. God can ſend to thy Breaſt a Lying 
S2irit,' that ſhall carry the on) to fooliſh Counſels, that thou mayſt periſh. 
"Thus he did with King Ahab. Can thy Wiſdom toreſce,or prevent this ? 

3. Spirit of Melancholy. God can let forth upon thee a Sprrit, that ſhall fit 
upon thy Brain and Heart Jike a black Cloud, diſtilling poyſon upon both. 
"This ſhall be thy inſeparable /Companion at "Table, and Bed ; in ſociety,in ſoli- 
vde ;to vex thee perpetually.'Fhis thall make thy ſweetelt Delights,thy deareſt 
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Relations a Burthen and a diſcaſe to aheThi ſhall make thy ſureſt Strengths, 
and firmeſt aids a matter tof continual Suſpicion, and mortal Jealouſy to thee, 
'Thus he did with King Saul.W hat delights or buſineſſes can now divert thee? 

4. Spirit, of Rume. God can let upon thee, as upon Fob, a Spirit, like a de- 
vouring Sea, or Storm. "This ſhall take away from thee, thy whole Eſtate ; 
from thy Children, their Life; from thy Wife, and wiſeſt Friends,their AicCti- 
on, and Tenderneſs. "This will fill thy Skin with Noyfomneſs ; thy veins with 
Fire; thy Bones with Pains; thy Head with black vapours.This ſhall take away 
all reſt from thy Sleeps, hlling them with aftrighting Dreams ; all peace from 
thy waking hours, filling them w:th 'Tumult, and Sorrow ; till Life become 
more hateful to thee, than the molt hateful Death I choſe Strangling, rather 
than Life; faith Fob, Chap. 7. 15. What can help, or comfort thee, at ſuch 
a time as this ? When an evil Spirit over-whelms all the Creatures to a man ; 
what can the Creatures do ? 

5. Spirit of God. I cannot expreſs, I tremble to think this ; God can make 
his own Spirit a ſtream of Fire and Brimſtone in thy Spirit, If. 3o. 33. The 
breath ( the Spirit ) of the Lord, a ſtream of Brimſt5ne. God can himſelf be an 
everlaſting Burning upon thy Immortal part. Who can lie down with everlaſting 
Burnings ? Can all thy "Tears, or Pleaſures quench theſe Burnings ? 

Well might Moſes cry out: Pſal. go. 11. Who knows the Power of his 
Wrath. According to thy Fear, ſo is thy Wrath. You may read the lanter Clauſe 
thus : As is thy Wrath,ſo ſhould the. Fear of thee be.There is an unſearchableneſs, 
an Incomprehenſibleneſs in the Wrath of God. No Creature can take it in, 
but is \wallowed up by it. | 

Let men fear God, according to his Wrath. Let men fear to make him their 
Enemy,or if they doylet them meet fo potent an Enemy betimes, while he is yet 
on the way, that they may caſt themſelves at his Feet, with Submiſſion, Repen- 
tance ; Fears, and Tears. 2 

It you harden your Heart by Inſenfiblenefs, or ſenſuality, he can -multiply 
the Stroak of Sorrow upon thy Heart ſeyen times, ſeven times more, {till ſeven 
times,nay ſeventy times ſeven, endlefly, till thy Heart be ground to the ſmalleſt 
Duſt, and fo lie under his Feet. 

If thy Soul be as high, rough, untraCtable, as a Whale, or Sea; He can 
tame, and calm thee by Griets. | 

If thy Soul were a Leviathan, arm'd w:th impenetrable Scales over-lobking 
every lofty thing : God can-make his Sword, which is his Spirit, to approach® 
thee : he can put h's Hook into thy Noſtrils, draw thee forth our of thy ſwel- 
ling Seas of Luſt, and Pride, lay rhce Panting,and Languiſhing upon the dry 
Shore before him. | 

Thus ends the Third Perſuaſrue. 


4 Perſuaſrue. Fear what God will certainly do, to puniſh,and purge Sinners. 
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1,Cor. 3. 1.3, The Fire ſuall oy every mars work, Mack. 9. 49. Every one fualf 
be ſalted with Fire. That,which 1s the hignelt Primciple,the Supreameſt Power 
in every kind, will ſubdue all other Powers, and Pars of things to itſelf, Sg 
it is nd of Chriſt : Philip. 3,21, According to that working, whercby he js able 
even to ſubdue all things to himſelf. RA: 

If rhis Principle of povrer meet with any thing ſuitable to ilelf,;t cheriſheth, 
and hc ightens that till ir be perfect!y like, pertectly one with 1tle]f. Thus every 
Sacrifice is ſeaſoned with the Salt of Divinity. 3-50 

But where it meets with a Centrarrery, it conflicts, and conteſts with it, ma- 
king the Conflict as fierce, and laſting ; as the Contraricty ; till it have conſi;- 
med it. "Thus eyery man ſhall be Salted with Fire. 

| Thus is Fire among the Elements. Thus 1s, God among the Creatures, as a 
Fire Salting every man's Perſon, trying every man's Work, It- he . nicer with. 
any holy work, he reſts uport it in the Secret of ris Giory, as.a Fountain, of, 
Beauty, and Bleſſings It he mect with any pure, and ſweet Spirit, like h'm- 
{elf ; he cloſeth with it, in all manner of gentleneſs,and fottacts, as 73po Flames 
embrace one another, | | 

| But where he mcets with oppoſition he rageth. He burns upon dark, un- 
clean, untractable Hearts, as Fire in the Tron-works ; mull he bath puurcd them 
torch into the "Temper, and Mold of his Spirit, and Image. 

' Take heed then of feeding upon flethly Picaſures without Feargas Sr. Jude 
ſpeaks. O men, and women, what Go you, wiule you ive upon the Worjd, 
3nd in Sin ? 

* As the Woman faid of herſelf in the ſtory of the Rings, 1 Xxg. 17. 12, 
Tam gathering ſticks to bake a Cake for me and my Scn, that we may eat it, 
and die. This is your poſture. You are cvery where wandring, and buljed to 
gather the Greatneſles and Pleaſurcs of this worid, that you may feed with 
theſe your Fleſhly part fat, and ſtrong; as a Sacrifice , that the Fire of Di- 
vine wrath, may come down upon you, and devour you. 

' T ſhall conclude this whole ſe thus : If there bea God, wh.ch hath brought 
forth all the Sweet, and good things, which are before us here, which now 
move Deſire, or Delight in us : ſure this God 1s Almighty, and can yer heigh- 
ren this Goodneſs, this Sweetnels, to an Infinrconeſs, as well,as an Endleſneſs.Fear 
then for a Drop to loſe the Sea for a Taft, the Feaſ? thy ſhare in ſuch Delights, 
for the ſhort temptation of a Darling-S'n. 

IF there be 2 God which hath contrived, and ſent abroad all the Evils, which 
now afflict, affright,amaze mortal men : ſure this God 1s this way too Almigh- 
ty, and can extend theſe Sufferings, till there be no Bound to them in our ſenſe, 
no end of them in our Eye, Fear then to dare this Godi'by your Dalliances 
in Fleſhly vamrics. | 

If there be a God, who 1s pure, juſt, true, ſweet, meek; ſyre he loves ſuch 
things 
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things as theſe, and hates the.contrary. : ſure he! will” ſer himſelf ggainſt -all 
-roud, impure, falſe, tery Ways, and Spirits ; till he have conferded ahem, or 
conſumed theſe things in them. Fear, then, to befgzind before, the Byezof: this 
God-without the Righteouſneſs, and Spirit of your Saviour as.a:Garment:faſt;, 
and cloſe girt to.you., Fear to beſcen-by him in your: Nakednels. Far his-Eyes 
arc a bright and hot Flame, which, wall d:i\coyer.thy Shame, and: burn thy 
Fleſh, as the Whore's in the Rewdation,with Fire. | 

I have ſpoken of T320. Signs ut. a Serwile; Sratesn Religion-: Fear.z and:Ne- 
pendencies. There Remain 70 more.: Forms ; Selicitude. 

3. Sipn : Forms. "There, are. Two Sirts, of Furms,: which the Holy Ghoſt 
mentions, 1n the Scripture.: 

| I. Eternal Forms. 2. Temporary Forms. 

1. Eternal Forms. Philip. 2. 6. Jeſus, Chriſt;/is ſaid to be: Inthe Form. of 
God, o» p29: and in that Form He thought itn Rekbery 10. be-equal. with God. 

Tms Form 13 the Subſtance.itic]t; Spirit, and Truthy This 15 the Eſſential 
Form, wihuch 15 ng Shadow, but One with the Subſtance. ; -NO-Lppearance St» 
parable from 'T'ruth, but that Appcaranco, wh:ch.is 'T'rath. ; no-Letter or Outs 
ide, bat One Spirit with the Spirit, having; Life.in iff. 

Sr, Paul ſpcaks of this Ec517.: Rom. 12, 2. Be ”; trans/crmed in. the . Re- 
wing of yur Mind ; Mer:(63*9% Again Romg,. 0: 2.9. He hath predeſtrma- 
ted us to be, crnfcrmed to the. Image < bis Sen. : Suytappss:, Tins: is an. Inward, 
and Spiritual, Firm, It is the Evangelicel Form, which is ſeen by Evans 
gel'cal Eyes ; which is felt, as well as ſcen; being - Fower, as. well as Form: 
1 fohn 1, 2. 

2, Temporary Forms. The, Apoſtle ſpeaks of ; theſe. Firms : 1 Cor. 7. 31; 
The Faſhien of this World paſſeth away. St. Paul uſeth the Word Syv2which.; 
Igniheth the .Oztward Figure, and. Shape in. Bodily Things, which-is a-mcer 
Kecidert, vary ng often, while the Subſtance remains, the ſame, not reacking 
to the Spirir, but Inhering in the Outward Body, and Periſhing, with it. 

He makes uſe of the ſame word : Rc. 12, 2. Be not ye Ccnfermed. to the 
World : Euyyuang And this is oppoſed to. Menuwpororr but be ye Transformed. 

Temporary Forms are Empty Figures ; Accidental Out-{ide Shapes. But Di 
vine Forms are Subſtantial, Spiritual, Efſential, 

We ſpeak now of ſuch Forms, as theſe, under the Law. ; which are not the 
Lite, and Power of God ; but may be yirhout theſe, and yet as Fair in theme 
ſelves. 

"The Scripture makes uſe of. this Word, Formgin this Senſe frequently : Rom. 
2. 2.1. St. Paul faith of the Jew, who 1s One Outwardly, not Inmward!ly,. as he. 
concludes in the /aft Verſe of that Chapter ; that he hath:a Form of Knowledge ; 
Mcp2o7y. The Word is Elegant,and. ſeems to fignify a Form not Natrral,ſpring- 
ing forth from the Life, or Subſtance; but a Form Hffefate, Aruticially made, 
2 7im - 
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2 Tim.\. 5. St. Paul ſpeaks of the fame thing, and uſerth the ſame Word : 
Having a Form of Gedlineſs : Mippzow : but denying the Power of 1t. (ES 

Thus much for the Explication, and Juſtification of the Word: Forms; as 
they are a Sign of Legality. | 

The Thing, which I underſtand by Forms, is the Image of God, and God-\ 
lineſs taken in, or held forth according to the Principles, and Appearances of/ 
This Creation. f 

St. Paul faith : Galat. 4. v. 3. When we were Children, 2ve were in Bendage 
under the Elements of the Werld. v. 4. But when the Fulneſs cf Time came, 
God ſent forth His Son. v. 9. After that ye have known God, or rather are 
known of God, ( or, are made to know by God) how turn ye again ro weak and 
Beggerly Elements, to which ye deſire again to be m Bondage. 

Mark, what Oppoſitions the Apeſtle maketh. 

1. Oppoſition : Between the Elements of the World : and the Son ſent forth. 
When Jeli Chriſt the Heawenly Image of God is revealed in our Spirits, then 
we are free from that Slavery of Spe/ling the Name of God out of the Ele- 
ments of this Creation. We no more go to the epgyprians for their Learning ; 
that is, to the Principles of Nature for the knowledge of God. 

2. Oppoſition : Between the Kncwing of Ged, ſoas being krown, or made 
to know þ> God, and the Elements of the World. We know God by Divine 
Principles, when we know him by an Immediate Union with Him, which gives 
us the Naked Appearance of God in our Spirits, by the Mutual Comprehen- 
fron of our Spirits in that Appearance, and Spirit. 

'T':ll we thus know God, we know Him not. We haveno Image, but Sha- 
dows only of Him. We know Him by Worldly Principles, which are Dark, 
and Beggerly. 

The Scripture often links together zheſe,as in a Chain : The Law, the Let- 
ter, the Fleſh, Man, the Werld, the Outward an, the Few, Forms, ___—- 

Rem. 2. 28, 29. You have a Few, Outwardly, in the Letter, Outward in 
the Fleſh, whoſe Praiſe is of Mem. 

Rom. 8. 2. the Law 1s weak thorow the Fleſh. 

2 Cor. 3. 6. 7, There are Coupled ; The Letter, which kills : and the 
Miniſtration of Peath engraven in Stone. | 

Gal. 4. 3. 5. Thoſethat areunder the Elements cf the WWorld,are the ſame 
with thoſe, that are under the Law. 

Rem. 2. 17. There 18a Few reſting in the Law: v. 18: Heis inſtructed 
out of the Law, and approves the things, that are Excellent : v. 20. He hath 
a Formot knowledge, and of "Truth in the Law. 

All theſe, and the;-Parrticular ig of a Servile State now in hand, which is 


Forms, will be clearly underſtood. y the Opening of Three of the Fore-mentio- 
ned Terms. 
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rt, The Fleſh. 2. The Spirit, 9%. The Law. | 

1. The Fleſh. Fleſh, and Spirit; Carnal, and Spiritual are oppoſed, a; 
Time, and Eternity ; the Firſt, and the Second Creation. All the Empty,and Tem- 
porary Things of this World are Fleſh. Foh. 6. 63. 1 Pet.1.24. fob. 17.2, 
' Sometimes Fleſh is taken for rhe Corrupt Srate of Things: as FTude 23. The 
Garment ſpotted with the Fleſh. 

Sometimes it is taken for the Viſible Part of Natural Things : as 2 Cor. 7. 1, 
All Filthine(s of Fleſh and Spirit. In the Former place Fleſh was the Filth,thar 
defiled the Garment of Nature. Here it is Natures upper, and Outward Gar- 
ment, which is in danger of being dehiled. 

Thirdly, Fleſh is taken for the 2ybole Frame of Nature in the Viſible, and In- 
wiſible Part of it. So Mat. 2.6. 41. The Spirit zs willing, but the Fleſh is weak. 
The Spirit there 15 the Sprritual ; the Fleſh the Natural Man. So Luke 3. 6. 
All Fleſh ſhall ſee the Salvation of the Lord. Thus place is cited from Eſ 4.0.5. 
The Glory of the Lord ſhall be revealed, and ll Fleſh ſhall fee it together. Com- 
pare this with 1 Tim. 3. 16. God manifeſt in the Fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, 
jeen of Angels Angels are Part of that F/eh, which fees the Glory of God,and 
hath ir revealed in them. 

Laſtly, Fleſh is taken for Created Nature, both Body, and Spirit; as it is [pi 
ritualized. Jelus Chriſt ſpake in this ſenſe ; Fohn 6. 55. My fleſh is meat indeed. 
He expounds himſelf afterwards: w. 63. It zs the Spirit, that $quickeneth ; ths 
Fleſh profiterhnuthing. Our Siviour means thus much : The Creature in me, as 
it & ameer Creature, w uncapable of ſo near an Union with youu, or [0 great a 
wertnue m itſelf, as to be the food, or Conveyance of Etetnal Life ro you. Bus as it 
zs become a New Creature, and is made One in Perſon, and Spirit with the Dis 
wine Natnre: So you may feed upon it after a Spiritual manner, and be nouriſh» 
ed up by it to Eternal Life. For to the Lord adds; The Words that T ſpeak, are 

Spirit and Life. So we read of the Fliſhly Tables of the Heart. 

' ** But the Common Acceptation of Fl:ſh, when-it i5:oppoſed to Spiritual 
Things, and joyned w:th the Law, isthe Third: that 2s, the fſ# Creation, or 
this World. | 

This is manifeſt from the ſeventh of the Epi/le to the Romans. v. 2. The 
" Woman is bound by the Law to her Husband, while he liveth; ſaith St. Pawl 
V. 4. Ye are dead to the Law by the Body of Chriſt, that ye may be married to 
auother, even to him who 4 raiſed from the Dead. He goes on, v. 5. When we 
were in the Fleſh, the Motions of Sin, which were by the Law. "Then, v. G6. 
But now we are delivered from the Law, that bzing dead, . wherein we were 
held. | 

The Principles and Frame of Nature in the Invictble Powers, and viſible 
Parts of it are our H:rshand by the firſt Creation. For we were made ſubject 
to Angels in that State, as in the New Creation we are to Jeſus Chriſt, And 


We. 
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we were made by Nature a little Lower'than Angels, in the next degree of In- 


feriority to them: as the /oman'to the Man. "This -is plain by comparing 
thoſe T'wo Places: Pſal. 8, 5. Thou haſt made him (that is, man) a little low- 


er-than the Angels: Heb. 2. 5. Unto Angels he bath not put in [ubje&ion the 
#Porld, which is to.come : But unto Jeſus Chriſt , That is implyed in the 
Place. 

The Law is the Law of the Husband, *Now the Law was adminiſtred by 
Angels, the Miniſtring Spirits, which are Principalities. and Powers of this 
Creation, as the Vice-Gerents of God. 

Now St. Pau! faith; that by the Body of Chrift that Hizband died, which 
held us in SubjeCtion to the Law. The whole Frame of Nature was fhaken 
by the Death of Chriſt, and muſt fall by the Power of it. 

Then St. Pan! adds, that we were ſubjett to the Law while we were inthe 
Fleſh. 

X theſe things make it plain, that by the Fleſh he underſtands the State 
of Nature in its higheſt Principles, and utmoſt Extent. 

Thus much for the Firſt Term, Fleſh. 

2.Letter. This is the Image of God in Fleſh. Letter and Spirit are © poſed 
by St. Paul, as Old, and New: Rom. 7. 4. And he teacherh us, that Yy the 
Death of the Fleſh in the Body of Chriſt, we are freed from our Service to 
God in the Oldneſs of the Letter. 

Sr. Pau! oppoleth Spirit, and Letter, as Inward and Outward. He calleth 
that the Lerrer, which is Outward in the Fleſh: Rom. 2. 2.8, 29. 

The Spirit is Jeſus Chriſt, as He is the Heavenly Image of God within in 
the Heart of God; 2. Cor. 3. 15. This is that which is Inward, under the 

ail of Fleſh. 

The Letter is the Image of God in the outward Man, as it is drawn forth 
from , and diſcovered in the Principles of the firſt Creation , which is the 
Vail. - S | 

3. The Law. This 1 the Fate of rhe Soul, while ſhe lives in the Letter n 
and hath Communion with God only by the Letter. mw 

St. Pau! thus deſcribes a Legal! State: Gal. 4. 3. When we were Children, 
(im, Infants) we were in Bondage under the Elements of the World. 

While weare under the Law, we are Infants, we have neither the Exr,nor 
the Heart, nor the Mouth of the Spirit, and the Spiritual man , in our Souls. 
We are Uncapable of Taking in, or making out God in his own Divine 
Image, according to Spiritual Principles, or the Elements of the New Crea- 
tion. Therefore weare in BotJage to Natural Principles, and Reaſonings, 

We are bound up within the Compals of this Creation, as in a Priſo79, We 
are unskilPd in, unacquamred with any Principles, or Appearances of things ; 
befiles thoſe of this Creation, We compare Spiritual Things by theſe Things 

of 
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of Nature. We hear God with the Ear,weſpeak of him with the:/Tongue, of 
this Creation, We receive, and cheriſh ſuch Notions of God, as are agreeable 


with this Frame. 


e are under the Law. 
To theTaw of Nature, to the Teſtimony of Reaſon, to the Elements of 


Law. 


Theſe Elements, or-Forms in which we are tied up, whileſ we are under 
the Law, are, | 


2. Dark. 4. 

1. Forms are weak Things. They have only the Shadows of Good Things 
to come. "They have not the Subſtance. They cannot give us the Good 
"Things Themſe/ves. 

Forms ſet the Pifure of our Beloved before our Eyes ; but they cannot lay 
the Perſon Himſelf in our Arms, They are but a Lerrer from our Husband. 
They have not the Spirit of our Husband in them © © 

2. Forms in the knowledge of God are Dark Things. They can give us 
no clear, or certain Diſcoveries. 

The greateſt Light of Communion or Comfort, that can come, while we 
are ſhutup in Forms, is but like a Spark from a Flint at Midnight. It hath 
much Doubt, Diftidence, and Fear mingled with ir. 

J. Forms are Beggerly Things. "They cannor lay open before us the Unſear- 
chable Riches of Chriſt. 

Jeſus Chriſt is Rich in Glory. He can fill all Appearances. He can bring 
"forth Innumerable Appearances. He hath Glory above all appearances, which 
the Creature is capable of. He can bring forth more Glory into thy Heart, 
than can be made out in thy Heart itfelt by any Appearance, The Power of 
Glory which thy Spirit feels, ſhall be above the Appearance, which it ſees, 
1 Corin. 14. 14. Epheſ. 3. 19. 

How poor then, and Beggarly muſt that Spirit be in the knowledge of the 
Glory of God, which is ſhut up in any one Form, in any one Sort, or Degree 
of Manifeſtations? . 

While thou canſt not paft with any Particular Form of Appearance while 
thy Spirit is not indifferent, and univerſal, extending itſelf to all Forms in the. 
Manitfeſtation of God : while thou art not aboye the Forms of this World : 
Thou wilt be but a Beggar in thy Divine Diſcoveries or Enjoyments. 


He muſt be above, the Letter, in the Spirit; above and out of all = 
I Images, 


I. Weak. 3- Beggarly. 
' off 
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| Imagesin the Light of Life itſelf, that will attain to.thoſe Riches. of aſſurance 


- afull 4/0 in the Myſtery of God, and Chriſt, which Sr.. Paul ſpeaks 
of : Coloſs. 2. 2. | CADE 

4. Forms are Old. God hath blaſted all Forms and Ways of his Appear- 
ing by. the Principles, and Elements of the Creature. If they have had any 

Beauty, yet now they are Blear-eyed. If they have been Fruittul,yet row they 
are become a Barren Womb, which is as the Grave. 

The Croſs of Chriſt, and the Glory of his Appearance in the Spirit have 
taken away the Life, and Glory of all Maniteſtations, or Adminiſtrations in 
the Fleſh. | 

They are Old, Withered, Decayed, and Dying. The more our Saviour 
ſhines out in the Glory of his Father, the more will they Droop till they drop 
quite into the Duſt, | 

4. Sign : Solicitude. Reſt, and want of Reft are the diſtinguiſhing Notes of 
a Legal, or Evangelical State. His Reſt ſhall be Glerious; faith the Prophet of 
the Lord Jeſus in the Times of the Goſpel, Eſa. 11. 10. Come to me,faith our 
Saviour to thoſe under the Law, You that labour, and are heavy laden, and. 1 
will givve you Reff, Mat. 11. 28. 

A Legal Spirit hath a Four-fold Sulicitude. 

I, Solicitude, for Acceptance of the Perſen. 
2, Solicitude, for Affrance in Perplexittes. 
Solicitude, for Light in the way. 
4. Solicitude, for Life in the work of Grace, 

I. Solicitude, for Acceptance of the Perſon. W hile the Soul isunder the Law, 
the Seed of God, Jeſus Chriſt is not yet come up, nor revealed within her.She 
fits therefore trembling in the Dark, ſometimes Confident, that it is a Seed of 
Love ; ſometimes as Peremptory, thar it 1s a Sced of Wrath, which lies hid in 
her. So ſhe is perplexed, and anxious in herſelf. 

Sr. Paul teacheth us, Coloſs. 2. 2. that Aſſurance ariſeth from the 4c kucoue 
ledgment of God in the Myſtery even of the Father, and of Chriſt. 

The Myſtery of the Goſpel lies hid under the Law, the Heavenly Image is 
covered, and kept out of Sight by the Earrhly. All this while a Saint is apt to 
be looking down into himſelf, and to judge of Lowe, or Harred, by thoſe Ap-/ 
pearances, which he finds of either in himſelf. But fti]l he finds thoſe Appea- 
rances Mixt, Unconſtant, Doubtful. So he is ever toſt from one thing to ano- 
ther with much Unſtableneſs, and Unquietneſs, | 

If he look up to God, he ſees Him in a Cloud, thorow the Principles of the 
Creature, in which he judgeth of God after the.manner of Man-; and fo one 
= he believes him. to-be a Sweet Friend ; another while, an Irreconcileable 

emy. | 
But he that is truly Evangelical, looks upward ſtill, like Stephen, He ſees with 
| | the 
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the Eye of his Spirit Heaven, that Divine Image, and State of -thi q 
to bir. He ſeeth the Farber, and Feſus Chrif Tanding, at-che og 35 ary : 
the Father, and 55mſelf in the Arms of Jeſus Chriſt, as Lazarus was ſeen lying 
in Abrabam's Bolom. 


This Diſcovery of the Myſtery of God above, gives him a full Afurance 


concerning the Acceptance of his Perſon in the Beloved One. 

2. Solicitude, for Aﬀeiance in Perplexities. The Temper of a Legal S pirit 10 
this Point is fitly exprels'd, P/al. 116. 10. 11. I was greatly afflifted, 1 ſaid i 
my haſt : All men are Lyars. 

While our Comforts depend upon the Forms of our Saviour's Appearing to 
us, either Inwardly, or Outwardly : weare, as caſt off,and at a Loſs upon every 
Change. When a 'Temprarion, or unexpected Trouble ariſeth, we are like a 
Ship 1n a Storm, that hath loſt its Anchor, We are Carried away with the vio- 
lence of the Tempeſt. 

Then we cry: All our Signs for Good have deceived us. All the Marks of 
Divine Love, which men have gruen us, all. the Encouragements, and Comforts, 
with which they have carried us on : All the Manifeſtations, and Workings,which 
we diſcovered, as Grounds of Aſſurance, in our own Hearts ; All theſe, have de- 
ceived us. Good God whom, or what ſhall we truſt? What ſhall we do, that we 
may have reſt in the Time of Trouble ? 4 

This is the uncertainty of his Comforts, who is under the Law, who hath 
not all his Comforts, and Confidence wrapt up in One Spirit with Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is the Same, without Change, in the midft of all Changes; Tefterday, and 
to Day. It is this alone, which can make us ſweetly to Rejuyce in our Infirmi- 
ties, and 'T ribulations. 

3- Solicitude : for Light in the way. While the Law is our School-maſter,the 
Let ter is our Way, and Guide. "The Letter hath a Twofold Inconvenience in it. 

Firſt, the Way of the Letter is cut out into. great Diverſity of Paths. It 1s 


" full of Windipgs, and Tarnings. It hath manifold Rites, and Obſervations in it. 


Secondly, the Letter itſelf is O/d, and Dim. So the Dire&tions,which it gives 
us are very Dark, and uncertain to us. 

Theſe 'Two Inconventences make us perpetually full of Diſputes, and Doubts 
in our ſelves, cvery ſtep, that we take, whether we be in a right way, or no. 

We never can be delivered from this Solicitude, till we be brought into the 
High, and Plain way of te Spirit, in which the wayfaring Man , though a 
Fool, cannot errc. 


4. Solicitude: For Life in the Work of Grace, Rom. 8. 3. The Law being 


weak thorow the Fleſh, Heb. 7. 16. Teſus Chriſt is made a Prieſt, not after 
the Law of a Carnal Command; but after the Power of an Endleſs - 

The Life of Grace under the Law is very Weak. For the way of its Work- 
ing is by Fleſhiy Principles. Ir is ſo conveyed thorow them, as if it were 


wrought out of t':em altogether. Lt 3 in 


K 
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In this State the Soul eats the Bread of Life, with the Sweat of her Brows. 
She 3s fain to till an Earth full of: Bryars, and Thorns. She carries on the 
Working of Grace with much Difficulty for the preſent, and Anxiety for the 
Future. For the Life of Grace is weak, and it puts forth itſelf after the Way 
of the Life of Reaſon, by Parts, AﬀeCtions, Paſſions, Reſolution, Induſtry. 
"This way of Working by theſe Powers naturally carrieth along with {t much 
Care, and Vexation. Whereas under the Goſpel the New Earth bringerh forth 
the Fruit of the Spirit of its own accord, according to the ſeveral Seaſons, and 
Growths of it. And this is done, while the Husbandman fleepeth, while the 
Spirit lies ſweetly at Reſt in the Boſom of her Saviour without any Care, or 
Toll, 

The Life of Grace in the Law, isas Water drawn up outof a Deep Well 
by Bucketrs-full at a time. But in the Goſpel itisa Living Fountain ſpringing 
up Freely, Plentifully, Unceſlantly, 

So much for the Signs of a Serwile, or Legal State in Religion. 

I will conclude this Head with one Uſe of Conſolation. 

Application. 

Uſe. Conſolation. You, who feel not your ſelves carried up into the Glory of 
God by the Spirit, as upon the Wing of an Eagle ; bur are creeping towards 
Heaven, like Worms upon the Ground : you have great Priviledges belonging 
to you, and a great Portion of Comfort. 

Your Privileges, in which you that are under the Law, may Glory, and 
take Comfort, are thele : 

You have an Adoption, or Son-ſhip; a Proteftion; a Preſence of Glory ; a Pe- 
culiar —_ ; a Pledge, and Type , you may have a Precious Seed wm you. 

1. Priviledge : Adoption, or Son-ſhip. Rom. 9. 4. You are the Iſraelites in 
rhe Letter, or Fleſh, to hom pertaineth the Adoption. God is your Father in a 
more eſpecial way, than to the Reſt of Men, 1n a nearer Relation, than that 
of Creation. You are Sons, though by the Bond-woman. You are begotten a- 
gain'of God intoa New Image of Himſelf : though this Image be in the 
Fleſh, and of the Fleih, as the Mother. 

2, Privikedge: Proteftion. God was with all his Thouſands of Angels on 
Mount $74: in the midſt of the Fire, and Thick Darkneſs. This was an Alle- 
gory, and ſignified thy Heart with its Fears and Agonies under the Law ; in 
the midſt of which God, and His Angels dwell, as a Defence over thee. The 
Law was added becauſe of Tranſgreſſions : to ProteCt thee from the Power of 
the Devil in thy Luſts, and Corruptions. . 

3] Priviledge: the Preſence of Glory. This is reckoned up, Rom. 9. 4. 
The Glory. The Glory is ſome Manifeſtation above the Work of Nature, ſent 
forth from God, and having God preſent in it, converſing with us by it. Such 
was the Pilar in the Wilderneſs ; fach the Smoak in the Temple ; the Appea- 
pearance at the Orach. E 4 B68 34 Thou 
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" Thot: alſo who feareſt God, and workeft Righteouſheſs, though under the 


| Law; yet haſt a Glorious Work of God upon thy Heart, a Divine Appearance 


of God in thy Spirit, a near Preſence of God with it ; by which thou haſt 


Acceſs to Him, and Communion with him. 


Weread of thoſe that are near, and thoſe, that are far off Thou in the 


State of Nature waſt far oft from God. Now being brought under the Law, 
thou art 7ear to Him. When thou ſhalt be brought up into the Light of the 
Goſpel, thou wilt ſee thy ſelf in Him. 

4. Priviledge : Peculiar Worſhip. The Covenants ; the giving of the Law ; 
The Service of God pertained to the Iſraelites: Rom. 9. 3. Thou art an Ifrac- 
lite, a Kinſman of Chriſt, and all the Saints, nay a Brother according to the 
Fleſh: if thou haſt the Work of the Law upon thy Heart. The Covenant, 
nay both Covenants,in the Letter, in the Outward Diſpenfation, and Admini- 
ſtration belong to thee. Thou haſt a Right to all the Ordinances,and toevery 
Inſtituted Service of God. The Promiſes in the Propoſal of them concern 
thee in the Firſt Place. 

" Go then to the Sacraments; Pray ; Read the Word ; Hearken to the 
Promiſes ; whatever thy Troubles, or Terrours be. Theſe are appointed for 
thee to keep, to Comfort, to carry thee on, till Chriſt be revealed m thee. 

5. Priviledge : The Pledge, and Type of Spiritual and Eternal things, Re. 
9. 4. The Promiſes ; The Fathers ;Chriſt according to the Fleſh. 

When thou fceleſt the Bondage of the Law tolie heavieſt upon thee, thou 
haſt this to comfort rhy ſelf with : All the Saints of old, in whoſe Loyns, the 
Life, and Heirs of all Grace, and Glory lay ; lived in this State, and were ſub- 
ject ro the Law, even unril death : Jeſus Chriſt Himſelf was born of Legal 


Parents, and made under the Law. 


— 


of the Prophets. 4 
As Chriſt according to the Fleſh was an Ifraelite, fo the Law is the Beauty, 

and Glory of Chriſt in the Fleſh, teſtifying of itſelf, and its own coming in 

the Spirit. . « 

Sic down then under thy Fig-tree, under the Shadow of tae Law, with 
good Nathaniel, till thy Vine be grown up. There look on Him, who ſeeth 
thee. Behold that Glory, which looks forth in the Law,as in a FleſhlyImage 
of itſelf, Feed thy ſelf with the ExpeRtations of his Shining out, whom this 
Image propheſies of to thee. When he diſcovers himſelf, thou ſhalt know, 
that He was in Covenant, and Communion with thee, even when thou wert 
under the Fig-tree. oo 


6. Privis 
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6. Priviledge : You may have a Precious Seed in you. While you are Le- 
gal you are in Bondage to many Fears, and Terrours: You weep, for you 
ſay ; you candiſcover nothing of Chriſt in you. Ir 'is true the Seed is-not 
come up yet; but it may be Sown.. You come not Repoycing,and bearing your 
Sheafs with you : yet you may be thoſe, who go forth weeping, and carrying 
your Precious Seed with you. | | 

When Darkneſs would drive you to Deſpair, then take to your ſelves the 
words of St. Paul, Gal. 3. 2.3. Before Faith (that is,the Revelation of Chriſt 
in my Fleſh) I am "y_ under the Law, under 'Terrours, and Rigours; Shut up 
in Darkneſs and Fear, trom all Comforts, or Confidence unto the Faith, (thar 
Appearance of Chriſt) hich ſhall/be revealed ; but now is hid, as a Seed only 
in me. | 

Though thou canſt not yet with good old Simeon, ſing over Jeſus Chriſt in 
thine Arms, a Song of Peace, and Reſt to thy Soul : yet thou maytt with Mary 
have him in thy Womb. This Burthen, which thou beareſt,and goeſt with fo 
heavily, may be the Burthen of the Lord, the Immortal Word in thee. 

Theſe Pargs, which thou feelefſt may be,not to the Death of thy Soul, but 
the Birth of a Sor, a Saviour, whoſe coming forth ſhall make rhee to forget all 
thy Sorrows, and Rejoyce; becaule a Soz 1s born unto thee, by which Birth 
thou art no more a Servant,but a Son. | 


] have now dotle ſpeaking of the Servile, and come to the Sow-like State in 
Religion. 

ag The Sow-like State. This is known by a Four-fold Property. 

” - =_ 3- Spirituality. 
2. Life. 4. Reſignation. 

1. Property : Lowe. I ſhall chew this in :200 places of Scripture. 

Tr. Scripture: Galat. 4. 6. Becauſe ye are Scns, be hath ſent forth the Spirit 
of his Son into your hearts, crying, Hbba;/#ather. St. Paul in theſe words tou- 
cheth four Things, which will much open this Pozzt, and this Particular. 

I. The Sonſhip of a Saint. J3- The Diſcovery of it. 
2. The Concealment of this Sunſhip 4. The Effet of this Diſcovery. 

1. The Sonſhip of a Saint. 'This is the Union of a Saint in one Spirit with 
kim, who is the only begotten Son of the Father, Jeſus Chriſt. It is the Fel- 
jowſhip of the Perſon of a Saint in one Life, one Image with the Perſon of 
his bleſſed Saviour. The Apoſtle unites theſe 70: our teing Sons ; and our ha- 
wing the Spirit of his Son. And that which Sr. Paul in this place calls The Spirit 
of His Son : he calls the Spirit of | Adoption, Rom. 8. 15. That Spirit, which 
38 the Spirit of all the Sons of God. | 

2. The Concealment of this Sonſhip. The coming of the Spirit into our Souls 
doth not make us Sons, but manifeſts us to be ſuch. Weare Firſt Sons, and then 
rhe Spirit of his Son is ſent forth into- our Spirits. So we read plainly : Becauſe 


Je 
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ye are Sons, he hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into your Hearts. 

While we hve in fin and {lavery, we are in truth Sons, though we be, as 
Princes in diſguiſe. Yet ever God retains in himſelf, the Roor, and Image of 
our Perſons, as of Sons. 

So our State of Sonſhip is twice hid : once in the Secret of divine Glory + 
again under the Shadow of our Fleſh. es 

3- The Diſcovery of this Sonſhip. This is by the ſending of the Spirit into 
' our Hearts. This Spirit is manifold. Epheſ. 4. 3. Keeping the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace. Where the Unity is kept by a Bond, there a Mulriplicity is 

clearly ſignihed. = 
1 Cor. 12. 13. We are all baptized by one Spirit into one Body. Chriſt and 
his Saints are there ſpoken of. All theſe together are one Body of Divinity, and 
Glory. Each particular Saint is a Member of this Glory, a Son, or Child of 
this Divinity. Each one hath the,fame Spirit, which comprehends all the Per- 
ſons of our Saviour, and his Brethren. 

God in his own time ſends down this Spirit upon every one of his Sons. 
When it comes, it diſcovererh in itſelf, thy Saviours Perſon, and thine, in one 
Light, Life, and Form ; in one Relation to God, as being both Sons. 

The Spirit ſhining forth in thy Spirit, ſhews itſelf at once, One with God, 
and One with 'T hee. So it heck the Witneſs, and the Evidence of thy 
Relation to God, as of a Son to a Father. 

Therefore St. Paul teacheth us: Rom. 8. 16. The Spirit beareth witneſs 
with our Spirits, that we are the Sons of God. The Spirit is the Brightneſs of 
the Godhead ; which, as it deſcends into our boſoms, opens the Godhead to 
us, there d:{covers us to our ſelves. as we were Erernally comprehended in that 
Reot, as we grow up out of it, as we abide, and flouriſh in it. | 

This Spirit being immediately united tro God, immediately united to our 
Spirits, 18 an 1mmediate Teſtimony of our Sonſhip, | 

4, The Effet of this Diſcovery. He bath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
our Hearts, crying ; Abba, Father. "The . natural Effect of aur Sonfhip made 
manifeſt in us is a natural AfeFttionto our Father. While we are in the State of 
Nature we know not whence we come, nor whither we go, when once we 
have received the Spirit of Sons, we then ſee God to be the Farther, who did 
bear us in his Loyns from Eternity, who broughtus forth into this World; 
who can never forget us, thougha Woman ſhould forget her only Child ; who 
hath ever Bowels of a Father, care, tenderneſs,{weetneſs towards us ; who can- 
not always hold, but He mult diſcover himſelf to us. 

When a Saint feels theſe Workings of the Spirit of God in his own Spirit, 
then his Bowels turn within him, then he melts, then he caſts himſelf into . the 
Embraces of his God, and cries ; My Father : Abba, Father. 

Thus God gives a Check to our Luſts, changing them. into a Civine Love, 
by Diſcovery, This 
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This is the Firſt place. of Scriprure. 
2. Scripture. 1 Joh. 4. 16. 17. He that dwells in Love, dwells in God, 
and God dwells in him. For God is Love. In this is Love made perfett, that we 


may have Boldneſs before him in the day of Judgment. Becauſe, as He is, ſo are 
we in this World. 


Two things are taught us in theſe words : 

1. The Relation between God, and a Saint in an Evangelical State. 

2. The Aﬀettion of ſuch a Saint towards God. 

Ii. The Relation between God, and a Saint im an Evangelical State. The 
Relation between a Father, and a Son in Nature hath three Parts. 

I. Part. The Nature of the Father is in the Perſon of the Son. It isone 
in both, as the Sap, and Seminal Power 1s the ſame thorow the whole Tree. 

2. Part. The Perſon of the Son ſubſiſts in the Nature of the Father ; as 
the Body of the Tree in the Root. 

Part. The Perſon of the Father propapates and multiplies itſelf in the 
Perſon of the Son ; as the Body of a Tree runs out into Branches. 

Such a Relation with ſo many Parts is there between God, and a Saint, as 
between Father and Son. 

i. Part. TheDivine nature is in the Perſon of a Saint, as the Fountain 
of his Being, the Fulneſs of his Perſon. Thus St. Fohn faith : Ie dwell m 
God ; not in the Fleſbly Image of God, as a Servile Chriſtian ; but in the Spzr+ 
tual Image, the naked Boſom of the Godhead. t 

2. Part. The Perfonof a Saint is in the Divine Nature, as in his Root, in 
his Element, in his proper Primciple ; as that, which comprehends him, communi- 
cates irſelf to him, ſuſtains him, flows in upon him, fhows itſelf in all things, 
Poſſeſſeth, afts him entirely. Thus faith Sr. Fohn : We dwell in God : that is, as 
a Worldly Spirit dwells in the Spirit of this World. 

Part. God propagates himſelf in a Saint. Both are one Life, one Spirit 
multiplying itſelf into various Forms : Both unitedly, and in One,paſs thorow 
all Forms. So St. fohn again teacheth : As He is, ſo are we in this World, 

This is the Relation berween God, and a Saint in an Evangelical State , as 
that between a Father and a Son. 

2. The Aﬀettion of a Sow-like Saint towards God. 'T'o dwell in God, and 
dwell in Love: to have God, and to have Lowe dwelling in us, are both One 
thing. For God is Lowe. | 

God is an Inhnite Sweetneſs,which is both Fountain,and Sea in one : a Foun- 
rain ſending forth many Streams, many Sons : a Sea drawing all into its own 
Boſom again by a Natural courſe. 

He then that is a Son of Ged is a Son of Love : Love of that firſt Loye, 
coming forth from it, and returning thither, whence it firſt came. 

'T his Son-like or Filzal Love hath Two CharaFers, 
. | 1. Charafer : 


>. 

F 

| 
L [2 

et 

”F = 
- 
922 
Da 
3s 
B74 
38; 
RN 
265 
13 
tf 
Pac 8 
x 
«0 
Tk 
a 


(65] 
1. Charafer: The Degree. 2. Charatter : The Extent. 

't. Charatter: The Degree of Love. Lowe in a Son-like Saint riſeth to a 
Confidence, a Boldneſs in the preſence! of God, even then, when he puts on the 
moſt terrible Appearance in the day of Judgment. h 

The Ground of this Boldneſs in a Filial love is Three-fold. 

1. Reaſon. A Saint, that is, a Son, knows, and feels God to be Lowe. 

2. Reaſon. He knows himſelf to be in this Lowe, to-be One with God in 


' his Heavenly Glory. 


. Reaſon. He knows this Love to be in him, God to be one with him in 
his worldly Diſguiſe : We have boldneſs;becauſe as he is, ſo are we in this World. 
All theſe Three Reaſons are wrapt up in this One Clauſe. 

As he is in the World ; Love ſelf : fo are we with Him, ſenſible of Him. 

As He is in the World, andat once above the World, in Glory : foare we in 
Him. 

As heis in the World, clorbing his Divine Subſtance with Fleſhly Amore 
ces: ſo are we, becauſe he is in us. "This is the firſt CharaFer of a Filial Love. 

2. Chara&er: Extent of Lowe. A Saint, that is a Son, hath not a particular 
Love to God,or any Object. He is,as his Father is, Love in its full Latitude. He 
dwells in Love. Love is the Air, in which he breaths, in which he receives all 
Shapes of things, in which he communicates himſelf to them. 

A Son of God is like his Father in Two Things : 

1. Heisa beautiful Light ſhining upon all things equally, ſtamping its 
own bright Form upon them, ſo beholding them. | 

2. HeisaCloud of Sweetneſs, like gentle and ſoft Rain falling upon every 
thing, till it have ſweetned it by degrees to the ſame height; and enjoying 1t 
in that Sweetnelſs : 
 Exbhortation. Make God your only Mark, and Aim. What is it, which you 
ſeek for ? Love ? God is Lowe, Whatis it, which makes every Action, or ſuffe- 


Ting ſweer? This, if Love be the beginning. What gives you Reſt in every - 


End of things ? Love. Then ſeek God above all things. Make-him the Begin- 
ni19, and rhe End of your way. So you ſhall have a ſwcer Reſt in all. For He 
is Love. 

How ſtrange 1s that perverſencfs, which is in the Nature of man! When 
man was firſt made, he was placed in a Garden, where he had liberty to eat of 
all the Tees, excepting one Tree only, which bare all manner of Curſes for 
Fruit, the Forbidden Tree. Yet then man eats of this one Trec, and lets the 
reſt alune. Now all the "Trees in the ſame Garden, which are all Creatures in 
the World, have wo, and death growing upon them. There is one Tree only 
In the m'oft of rhe Garden bringing forch Glory,and Immortality. This 'Tree 
15 God, Now man w.ll teed plentifully on all the other Trees; but will noc 
touch this Tree of Li/e. 


8 We 
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We all have Notions inour heads, and Expreſſions upon our 'Tongues con- 
cerning God ; that, if we ſpeak of Wilder, He is Wiſe ,, if we Focal of 
Strength, He bath power ; if we ſpeak of* Glory, He is beawtifal ; if we ſpeak 
of Joy ,and Delights,He is /2veer. But oh that there were ſuch Hearts in usto ſer 
up this God in our Spirits for the ſupream 7/5ſdow, Power, Beauty, Sweetneſs ! 

1 will divide this Exhartation into Three, 

1. Exhortation. Seek |the Knowledge of God. As our Saviour once ſpake 
paſſionately over the Jews : O Hiernſalem, Hieruſalem, if thou hadſt known the 
things of thy peace ! In like paſſion doth my Spirit breath forth this over you, 
that now read it : O Many! O Woman ! If thou kneweft the One thing of thy 
Peace, the Knowledge of thy God. This is the Chief, the only thing, the All- 
things of thy Peace. For when thou knoweſt him, thou knoweſt Lowe in 
truth, the Life of Love ; and this is Eternal Life, Fohn 17. 4. This 4s Eternal 
Life to know thee. 

Prefs the knowledge of God upon thy Spirit by theſe Three Motives. 

1. Motive: The Knowledge of God is the Inlet of all Grace, and Comfort, 
Rom. 10. 14. How ſhall they believe im him, of whom they have not heard ? 
IF Faith be the mother, and nurſe of a Spiritual Life ; the knowledge of God 
is the Father, and the Food of Faith,and of that. If Faith be the Fountain,that 
ſends forth the Streams of Divine Strengths,and Conſolations; the Knowledge 
of God is the Sea that ſupplies this Spring. . 

Rom. 10. 17. Faith cometh by Hearing, and Hearing by the Word of God. 
"The Hord of God is the Image of God, which is Jeſus Chriſt. This Ford re- 
preſents itſelf Three ways : Eternally : Internally : Externally. 

1. Eternally the Word of God repreſents itſelf ro Glorihied Spirits. That 
Knowledge of God, which is begotten upon the Spirit by this Repreſentation 
3s call'd Seeing. For jt is a Repreſentation in a clear Light, as before a man, 
as face to face. 1 Tim. 2. laſt, Seer of Angels. 

2. Internally to men on Earth by the Principles of Natural Reaſon, or by 
Supernatural Principles from the Spirit, or from the Written Word. 

3. Externally by the outward Creatures, by the Senſes, and Obje&ts of 
Senſe. Theſe two laſt ways of Repreſentation are call'd ; Hearing or Report.For 
they are Repreſentations of God conveyed thorow the darkneſs of our Na- 
tures, as a Voice ſpeaking from behind us, from behind the wall of our Fleſh. 

When God is pleaſed thus to give hisWord,to put forth'a Diſcovery of him- 
ſelf thorow our dark Principles, as by the Hearing of the Ear, in our Souls ; 
then God, in all that he appears to be, appears to be Lowe. "This Senſe of God 
thus 1mpreſt upon the Heart, nies it ro God, makes it to believe him, truſt it- 

ſelf to tum, repoſe ifelf on him, reſt in him, leave its defires, and hopes with 
him ; that as He lives, fo this Heart may live ; as he works, and carries -on his 
own Delire, fo he may work on this Hearr, and advance the Happineſs of it. 
Thas Faith cometh by Hearing. Hear 


9. After that ye have Known Go 
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© 'Hear then what Natwre without you, ſpeaks aloud of God.: that He is good, 
true, juſt, full and free. Liſten to that report, which is made of God by all 
your Senſes, by all the things of Senſe, in the ſeveral Languages of their Beaw- 
ry, Power, Plenty, Pleaſure, Variety. | 

- Liſten to the inbred voice of your own Reaſon. Hear the clear report,which 
thar makes of God ; that there muſt be One, the Firſt, and ſo the Beſt of all; 
above All, i All, gathering up all into himſelf ; the Beginning, and the End of 
All. | 

-. Liſten to p—_— Principles. If you cannot hear,or underſtand the lan- 
guage of the Spirit ; yet hearken to the ſound of the Written Word, which 
cries in your Ears: God gave his Love, and Glory toman, before he gave @ Being 
to the World. When man had made himſelf Miſerable,God gave Himſelf to miſery, 
and death for man : God all along quite thorow Time to Eternity carries on this 


work of making himſelf wonderful in man, and Man a wonder of Bleſſedne/s m 


Hm. 
He that ſtops not his Ears againſt theſe ſweet Reports of ſuch a God, a God 


of Leave, cannot but be charmed by them. A man that hears this, will beleive, 


he will at leaft caſt himſelf on God, and ſay : Whither-ever thou goeſt, carry 
me with thee : Where- ever thou ſtayeſt,be thou my Reſt. To thee only, O my God ; 
to thee entirely, O my Love, do I truſt my ſelf. This is the firſ# Motive to the 
knowledge of God. 

2. Abvtive: The Knowledge of God emproves, and exalts the Scul. Pfal. go. 
14. 1, ſaith God, will ſet him up on high, becauſe he hath known my name. None 
can tell, but they, who have taſted, what a Divine Height, what a Height of 
Divine Strength, and ſweetneſs there is in the Knowledge of God. I will jet hims 
on high : the wordin Hebrew ſignifies: I will ſeat kim in a ftrcng Caſtle ſituate 
on a high Rock. Such a Caſtle is the Knowledge of God for Ar, Proſpet,and 


| Strength.As 2 man grows in the Knowledge of God ; he feels himſelf lifted up 


mto a Divine air, in which purity, peace, pleaſure, Angels breath ; he perceives 
himſelf wal/edin with an aſlured ſafety, and reſt, which nothing can reach, 
nothing can ſhake. h 
The Knowledge of God opens a man's Eyes, to ſee Fields 'of Glory, and 
Rivers of Pleaſure, in the midſt of which he is every where ; together with 
Horfes of Fire, and Chariots of Fire, which continually platt themſelves be- 
tween him, and every Enemy. 
3. Motive: The Knowled Cf God Preſerves a man == Evil. Gal. 4. 
, or rather are kncwn of him, how come ye to 
m_ back to thoſe weak, and beggarly Principles, ro which ye defire to be in bon- 
age. 


Theſe Beggarly Principles are the Principles of this world, in which welye 


by nature, as in a Priſon, in a Houſe of Bondage, where Sin binds us, Shame 
K 3 covers 
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covers us, Death feeds upon us. What ſhall deliver us from this Priſon, this 
Slavery ? The Knowledge of God will doit, and that alone can do ir. 

When God puts forth his own Image in us, he then owns us, and makes us 
to know, and own him. 'Thus we know, and are known by this Image of God 
living in our Spirits. As the- Serpent of Moſes devoured the Serpents of the 
Magicians: So this Image of God in our Spirits ſwallows up all the wy and 
Shapes of this inchanting World, which are as Serpents tempting,and ſtinging 
us, caſting forth the Poyſon of Sin, and death upon us. This Image preſents 
us with Heavenly Forms ; plants us in itſelf; cloths us with itſelf ; fo furni- 
ſheth us with Treaſure, and Armour. Now having thus known God, and the 
ſweet Freedom of his Love ; how can we delire, or bear to be again in bon- 
dagetoour former Vanities. 

" 4. Motive: the Diſcovery of God fhews us, all, that our hearts cau wiſh to 
fee. Pal. 37. 4. You have 76> Counſel given you : Delight thy ſelf in the 
Lord, and he ſhall give thee thy hearts deſire. Acquaint thy ſelf with the Lord, 
and he ſhall ſhew thee thy hearts deſire,in ſhewing thee himfelf. 

What is God? Ela. 57. 15. He is the High and Holy One,that inhabits Eter- 
ity. What then ſhalt thou ſee in the Diſcovery of God ? Thou ſhalt ſee Ex- 
cellency, and Joy at their Height, and fixt there, unchangeable, Eternal, as 
Eternity itſelf ; without any Change,which is the cauſe of all Loſs, and Death ; 
without any Shadow of Change, which makes all Fear and Melancholy. 

What is God 2 See by Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Image of God, You read of 
tum : Epheſ. 1. 10. God bath gathered up all things into One, in Him, Whar 
then ſhalt thou ſee in the Appearance of God ? Thou ſhalt ſee all thoſe Forms 
of things, which affrighted, and oppreſt thee in Shapes as Delightful, as Delight 
itſelf. For thou ſhalt ſee all things #” One, in Criſt. Thou ſhalt ſee all Varieties 
of things in One Beauty, as the various Mixtures of that with itſelf, or Mult 
plications in itſelf, Thou ſhalt ſee +thy ſelf immortal in a State of full Glory: 
according to that, which St. Paul ſpeaks: 2 Tim. 1. 9g. The Grace, which was 
gives us in Chriſt, before the World was. Thou ſhalt ſee thoſe dearRelations, 
thoſe ſweet Contents, which thou haſt loſt, and over which thou bitterly 
mourneſt, breaking thine Heart ; or which thou feareſt to loſe, and fo liveſt ever 
trembling in this Fear : 'Thou ſhalt /ee all theſe living together in one Bleſled- 
neſs ; preſent before thee in one view, never to die, never to be loſt, when 
once thou ſeeſt God in thy Soul, For all things Irve to God. Thy dead Joys are 
{ill :ving in him ; Death itſelf, which kill'd them, and threatens thee, lives a 
kevely life there. | 

What is God? God is Lowe. What then ſhalt thou ſee, when thou ſeeſt God ? 
Thou ſhalt ſee a pure, unmixt, abſolute, unconfin'd Love. Thou ſhalt ſee all 
th.ngs having their Being in Lee. becauſe they have their Feing in God, Thou 
thalt ſee all things animated by a Lite of Love, inſpired by a Spirit of Lowe : 

becauſe 
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becauſe God 1s the Ryickning Spirit of all. O Sweet Sight ! "To ſee every thing 
quickned by Love, and fo made perfeQtly Loving ; every thing clothed with 
Love, and fo made perfeftly Lovely. This he ſees, that ſees God made mani- 
feſt to him. | 

Now, as the Woman aid of our Saviour: Behold a man, that hath told me 
all, that ever was in my heart : may not we fay this of the Knowledge of God : 
Behold a Light, in which you ſhall ſee all, that ever was in your heart to hope, 
wiſh, or imagine ? s 

Is not this the Wiſdom, which is ſweeter than Honey ? Richer than Pearl ? 
Better for traffick than fine Gold ? Even the Knowledge of God, in the opening 
of which, all delights flow forth, all Beauties ſparkle, all wares of Blefledneſs 
offer themſelves, and preſs in upon your Spirits. Seek then the Knowledge of 
Ged in the firſt, and /aft place, in all places, for it isin the place of all things. 

This is the firſt Exhortation. : 

2. Exhortation: Let nothing keep yeu_at a diſtance from God? Where can 
you be ſo well, as in the Boſom of Him, who loves you ? Nay, who 1s Love? 
Nay who 1s Love to you if you will receive Him ? For he is all Love.. 

hatever departs from God, departs from Lewe, and goes towards Wrath, 

Enmity, Hatred, take heed how you truſt your ſelf to any thing, that tempts 

you from God, whatever it pretends : It cannot come hom Love, or bring 

Love with it. It is an Enemy, and ſeeks to betray you by winning you from 
your ſweeteſt Strength. "The Bloſſom of a Vanity, or Sin may be fajr_to the 
Eye. But Hatred 1s the Root, and will be the Frucr. 

Every thing of Lowe is of God, and carries the heart to God. Hatred, faith 
Solomon breeds ſtrife. Canſt thou look for Peace, I fay not, Pleaſure, in that 
Temptation, which draws thee down from Leve into Hatred. 

3- Exhortation: Walk worthy of God ; If you. be His Sons, you are'Sons 
of Love ;a Love which isuntainted with Particular reſpects; a Love, which 


* is Invincible by any unſuitableneſs, or oppolition, a Divine Love. Cheriſh ſuch 


a Love our ſelves, ſhew it to others. 

Let your Love be your Selves, as it is in God, that you may as ſoon ceaſe to 
be, as Ceaſe to Love. Ler Love appear, wherever you appear like your Selves. 
Let your Lowe be as Univerſal, as your Converſation. Let it be your Nature. 

Let your Lyve be like Aarons Ointment poured forth upon the Head of 
things, the Godhead, and running down thorow all the Creatures, to the very 
loweſt Skirts, the leaſt of "Things. . 

Be you Love, as God is. Love exalteth- not itſelf. For it dwelleth with all- 
things as Ore, in One. Love thinketh no Evil. For it looketh upon all things 
thorow One, and judgeth of them, as they appear in that One. Love 1s not an- 
gry. For Union is1ts Life, and all its Streams are ſent forth from that ſweet 
Spring. Love is not ſu{picicus, For it makes nfelf One with All, and gathers 

þ : up , 
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up all into One Principle with itſelf, Lowe worketh no all, For it poſleſleth, | 
converſeth with, enjoys each ſeveral thing i» Oxe. So every thing to Love is 


Lowe's Self. Thus God is Lowe. Thus be yougif you be Sons of God. This is | 


.| to be Perfef, as your heavenly Father is. 


2. Property : Life, Heb. 7. 16. Who, ( that is, Chriſt ) was not made ac- 
cording to the Law of a carnal command, but the power of an Endleſs Life. A 
Compariſon is made in this Scripture between the Prieſthood of Aaron, and 
our bleſſed Sawiour. Aaron was a Prieſt of the firſt Covenant, the Law: The 
Lord Feſus was the Prieſt of the New Covenant, the Goſpel. He that Lives 


| under the Prieſthood of the One, isa Servant. He that lives under the Prieſt- 


/ 


hood of the Other, is a Son. 

We havea Threefo!d Oppoſaton berween theſe Two States, the Servile, and 
the Sor-like. | 

- The Firſt Oppoſition is between Law and Life. 'A Law is ſomething impo- 

fed, a Compatt, a "Treaty between T'wo. Life is ſomething Inbred. A Principle, 
a Spring, a Unity. | __ 

"The Second Oppoſition is between a Law-command, and a Life-power, A 
Command works by violence, and force, from without, uncertainly : A Power 


| of Life works kindly, conſtantly, inwardly, and ſweetly. 


The Third Oppoſition 1s between Time, and Eternity. The Law of a. Carnal 
Command, a carnal, or Fleſhly Command decays, and dies, it begins, and ends 
» _o- as everything of Fleſh doth. But the Goſpel is the Power of an End- 
&/S H7FE. J 

He, that lives, as a Servant under the Law, lives in Fleſbly Principles, which 
are frail, falſe, and fading. The impreſſions, which he hath of goodneſs are 
made by terrour, and work unkindly. They are like Images in water, dark ; 
ever vaniſhing, if they be not maintained by outward objects, Ordinances, 
Duties, Sermons, Books, Men. | 

He, that lives, as a Son, under the Goſpel, lives in a Divine Pranciple, is natu- 
rally good. It you ask, why this man is good againſt the ſtream of all earthly 
things, which are evil. Ir is his Natureto be fo. For he 1s made partaker of the 
Divine Nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4. If you ask, how he comes to love, imitate, grow 
up into an unſeen Glory, the Eternal Spirit. Ir is his Life to do. ſo. As every 
Plant hath irs proper Life, by which it is formed, and grows. So to this man 
h;s God, his Jeſus is his Life. You may wonder, that a Son of God ſhould con- 
tinually ow forth into Spiritual Diſcourſes; continually bath himſelf, in high, 
hidden, heavenly Joys ; continually be maſtering Luſts, and Paſſions, in rr: 
pight of Temptations without, and within him ; continually maintain a Low- 
ly, and Lovely temper in this ftroward world. But all this is no wonder, for he 
is carried on by the Power of an Endleſs ( indifloluble, invincible ) Jfe. 

"This is the Second Property of a Sor-like State. 


3. Pre- 
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2. Property » Spirituality, 3 Corin. 2. 1. 7 could not ſpeak to you, as unto 


Spiritual, but as unto Carnal, Babes in Chrift. Galar. 4. 1. The Heir, while he 
5s # Child, differs nothing at all from a Servant, though he be Lord of all. Theſe 
two places laid together ſhew, that a Babe in Chriſt, and Servant inweligion 
are both the ſamething ; as alſo, that a Servant and a Sonare diſtinguiſhed by 
their Spirituality, and Carnality. He is a Son, that is Spiritual. 

St. Pawl giveth Two Deſcriptions of Spirituality m this Chapter to the Corin- 
thians. 

1. Deſcription : Spirituality feeds itſelf on Meat, not on Milk. v. 2. I could 
wot feed you with Meat, but with Milk. A Spiritual Peron feeds, and lives on 
Dovme things ; not only, as they are pegs in Fleſhly Types, and Images ; 
but as they are preſented in their own Shape, and Figures. 

Our Saviow complains of Nicodemus : John 3. 12. If T have ſpoken to you 
of Earthly things, and you receive them not : how would you underſtand them, if 

ſhould ſpeak of Heavenly, If now you do not underſtand me, when I ſpeak 
of Heavenly things in an Earthly manner, by reſemblances taken from below : 
how would you take in,or bear Heavenly things expreſs'd in their own language, 
kt before you in their own form, and Glories. 

The Heathens have a Fable of Semele, a Lady, who had the chief God for 
her Lover. She deſired that ſhe might ſee him m the Form, and Majeſty of a 


God. She had her deſire, and dyed, oppreſt by the weight of Glory. In like 
/ manner, if you ſhould fſhew the myſteries of God, and the Goſpel to low, and 


legal Spirits by cheir on Light, without the Shadowings of Fleſhly Simihiudes, 
and Parables z you would undotheir Religion, confound their underſtandings,” 
drive them to deſpair, deadneſs, or profaneneſs. : 
This is the #'r/# Deſcription of Spirituality. | 
2. Deſcription : Spirituality keeps the Unity of things, 1 Cor. 3. 7. While 


there are druiſions among you, are you not carnal ? Every thing is Carnal, which 


* makes Diviſion ; that alone is Spiritual which maintains the Unity. 


1 Gen. 28. Manwas madein the Image of God, and to have dominion 
over all the Fow], Fiſh, and Beaſts. Man was the Harmony, and Unity of this 
lower World. He knits up into one Frame of Life, and Beauty the divers Na- 
rures of all the ſeveral Creatures. "Thus he was the Image of God. 'Thus Firſt, 
Earthly man was the Type only of the Second, the Spiritual man. | 

Coleſs. 2. 18. Many are blamed, not ſo much for looking into the Nature 
of Angels, as for not looking upon them by a right Light, ina right Poſture: 
Not holding the Head : Not beholding the various glories of Angels in the D:- 
vine Unity of Chriſt's Perſon. | 

A Spiritual man takes not away the Differences of things, he allows, owns 
them in their utmoſt variety, latitude, and d.ſtance. Bur he tunes them, and 
attones them, 1 Cor. 12.23, 25. St. Pan! makes the Body of man a Figure 
| of . 
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of this truth. There are many Members. The greater Comelineſs is put upon 
the more uncomely parts . So there 4s no ſchiſm m the Body. 'Thus the Son of 


| God knows, that there are divers Parts of things : the pleaſant, and the pain- 
ful Part: the dark, and the light Part : the comely, and the uncomely, He 


knows alſo, that the higheſt Pleaſures are put upon the moſt painful Part : that 
the eternal /igh: reſts upon the greateſt darkneſs, that the molt uncomely Things 
are cloathed with a divine Comelinefs, as the Death of Chriſt. So there is no 
Schiſm in the Body of things to him. He makes, or finds a Unity every where. 

St. Paul ſets out Spirituality at large: 1. Cor. 2. 10, 11. , No man knows 
the things of a man, ſave the Spirit of man. No man knows the things of God, 
but the Spirit of God. The o_ ſearcheth out the me things of God. A Saint, 
while he is Carnal, knows thoſe things only, which lie within the Compaſs of 
a humane Spirit : and divine things only ſo far as they are ſhadowed our in 
the Spirit of man. But he that is Spiritual, knows all things, the things of God, 
as they ſhine our in the Spirit of God. He fees the great Deep of the GoJhead 
diſcovered in the Spirit; and all things, as forms floating upon this Deep,as the 
waters of this Abyſs. : 

'This is an eminent difference between a Carnal, and Spiritual Chriſtian, A 
Carnal Chriſtian ſees Heavenly rhings only, as Images ſtamp'd upon an earthly 
Subſtance, repreſented in an earthly Principle. A Spiritual Chriſtian ſees earth- 
ly things, as Images in a Heavenly Subſtance, and Principle. 

I, Cor. 2. 13. Spiritual things are ſpiritually diſcerned : Comparing ſpiritual 
things with ſpiritual. A Serwile Saint 1s in the Fleſhly Principle, as in bis own 
Place. He therefore meaſures every thing by Flefhly Grounds, and Objects, 
He reccives each thing, as it.is proportion'd to fleſhly Appearances, and Noti- 
ons; or prompred by tiſhly Apprehenſions, and Impreihons. A Sw-like Saint 
is in the Spirit, as in his Element. He therefore reccives thingsaccording to the 
Suggeſtions and Infuſions of the Spirit: he compares them with the Appear- 
ances, anc \Workings of the Spirit : ſo he tryes, and judges them. 

This is the Third /roperty of a Son-like Saint, Spirituality. 

4. Property : Reſignation; "The Son of God practiſeth this Reſiznation in 
Three Caſes: mn \ 

i. Wants. { 2. IVoes. 3. Works, 

I. Reſignation in Wants, \Matth. 6. 31, 32. Our Saviour takes off his Dif- 
ciples from a Solicitude concerning Worldly Supplies, by putting them in mind 
of che Relation between their God, and them: After all theſe things the Hea- 
then take care : Your Heavenly Father knows, that yeu have need of theſe things. 
A Son-like Chriſtian, thus diſputes ut in himſelf : The little Child plays freely 
before his Father. He takes n» thought, what he ſhall eat at Supper, what he ſhall 
put cn to morrow. He leaves all that to his Father to provide. I alſo will caſt 
cff all care from me upon my Father. He knows wiat is neceſſary for the main- 
tenance 
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tenance of my Being, of the Beauty, Comfort of my Being, every moment, Let. 
thoſe be f led with theſe anxieties, who know no God, ay re that God to 
be their Father. It is my Fathers Pleaſure to take care of me. It ſhall be my 
only care to pleaſe him. If I be careful for any outward thing, my care ſhall benot 
a Solicitude for my ſelf, but Obedience to Him. Yet the care of this alſo ſhall be 
upon him. For if my Father cloath the Flowers, and my Fleſh, will he not much 
more cloath my Soul: if He fecd the Birds, and my Body,will He not much mere 
feed my immortal Part with food convenient for it. | 

-2. Reſignation: inWoes. When our dear Lord faw a black Sea of Hor- 
rours ready to break upon him, when he heard the 'Tempeſt of Divine wrath 
now roar about him : in the midft of all this he maintains a Calm upon his 
Spirit by a Reſignation of himſelf, and all things to his Father : Father, not my 
Will, but Thine be done. | | 

There is nothing ſo natural, as for a Child to run to the lap of its Parents 

in extremities, and to have a Confidence in them. Tt isas natural for a Child of 
God in pains, or griefs to caſt itſelf into the arms of God, and there to breath 
forth its ſorrows after ſuch a manner as this: My God, rhou art my Father ; 
hou haſt a greater ſhare in me, than I have in my ſelf. I was thine, before I was 


mine own. Thou gaveſt my Being to me, and me to my ſeif. O how great is thy 


Dearneſs towards me thine own! How great is thy Delight in me ! Thou art, far 
nearer 10 me, than my Self to my Self, Ihave my Being nct in my Self, but in © 
Thee. I am the Branch, theu art the Sap, the Sprrit that runs thorow this Branch, 
and quickens it. How much more quick, more deep, more full a Senſe haſt thou,my 
God, of all my Sufferings, than I can have ?. Thou canſt ds all things. Thou haſt 
Strength, I have none. Thou knoweſt all things. Thou haſt Wiſdom, T have none. 


| Then give over my whole Being unto thee. Bear me, as thou deft ahvays,-sn thine 


Arms, ard carry me, whither thou wilt. Comprehend me, as One with Thee. Let 


. me be Thine, be Thou mine ; and do, what thou wilt with me. I can fall no lower 


than thou falleſt with me. When 1 am at loweſt, I ſhall bgue thy Power, and Wiſ- 
dom beneath me. As thou riſeſt; thou ſhalt ra-ſeme together with toy ſelf by Theſe. 
Application. CO 
Uſe. 1. A Convittion of ihe Evil m Sin. CanT think, and not think, rhar *, 
[ have a Bezny ? CanlT think that I have a Being, and not think, that I haveit 
from God,the Fountain of Being ? Can I think, that I have my Being from Hin, 
and not think of Him,as my Farber ? Can I think of Him, as of a Father, and 
oppoſe y Will to Hs Will,and cheriſhin my Breaſt an Enmity againſt him ?,/ 
"This 19o, as often as I Sin. Is thereany thing ſo Unnatural, as Sin? _ _— 
I will preſs this Diua/zen from Sin by a 'I'wo fold Aggrawation of the Evil 
i. 1T, 

1. Aggravatim. Thercis no Obligatia itke tothatof a Child to its Fa- 
ther, A Mans Wite 1s his Glory, 1 Ceri. 11, 8, But itt the Glory of an 
_ . Image 
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Image. For the Man is the Head of the Woman, who is of the Man. But-the 
Father is the Firſt, the Fountain Glory of the Child, its Head. For the Child 
is of the Father. 

God is the Father of us all, our Head, our Glory. Do we then refuſe to be 
guided by him ? Do we chule our Shame inſtead of him? Can we cur our 
ſelves off from him, to unite our ſelves to vamity,and make our Luſts our Head ? 

A Man ſhenuld love his Wife, as his own Body; faith St. Paul : Ephef. 5. 28. 
A Man's Wife, is as Him/2/f. But a Father is more. The Lord Jeſus laid : Ir zs 
wore Bleſſed to groe, than to recerve. The Child is to honour, to love its Father 
_ as a greater, a more Bleſſed Thing ; as that which gives itſelf ro 
itſelf. - 

Our God is our Father, How unnatural rhen, 1s 1t to prefer our Seff;, nay 
the Brutiſh, the ſenſual part of our ſelves, nay the Dilorders of that part be- 
fore Him? 'The Apoſtle hitly joyned thele Two: Levers of Pleaſure more than 
Lowers of God: without natural Affection. 

2. Apgravation: There 13 no ſuch Father, as God is. God is rice our Fa- 
ther : once by Nature: another time by Grace. When weSin againſt-him, we 
are his Enemies four times over. 1. Ie deface his Image in our Natural man. 
2. We obſcure, and oppoſe his Heavenly Image. 3. Me grieve the Spirit of His 
Grace. 4. We crucihe his Son. Shall we be leſs than Men to him, becauſe he is 

more than a Friend to us ? Shall we be worſe than Single Enemies to him, be- 
' cauſe he is better than a S:ngle Father to us ? 

O Let us take heed, how we refuſe the Co9992ards of our God,as a Father ; 


leſt we receive not from him the Comforts of a Father in our Confuſions, and * 


Deſolations, when we ſhall moſt need them; leſt we be not received by Him 
into the Boſom of a Father, when Death hall cake away all other Refuges. 

Uſe. 2. Exhortation;Conſelation to the Children of God. Maintain the Aﬀett- 
ions, and Obedience of Children towards God. Have the Confidence, and Com- 
fort of Children in God.Remermber tis always,that God 1s your Father.It was 
this, that carryed on Feſus Chriſt with ſo much Integrity, and Induſtry, thorow 
Life, thorow Death : Fohn 17 4. Father, I have finiſhed the Work, which thou 
gaveſt me to do. It was this comforted Feſus Chriſt in the Darkeſt Night of 
Affliction, when he was forſaken by all his followers, and Friends : Fohn 16. 
24. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me. 

Would you have Oyl for the Wheels of your Spirit to make it run ſwiftly, 
ſmoothly,and ſweetly thorow the hardeſt,and rougheft Employments ? Say this 
over often to your Spirits: This is the Work of my Father. Would you have 
Oyl for the Lamp of your Hearts, to make it burn with a bright, and chearful 
Fiame in the greateſt 'T'rouble: Sy rhis over often to your Hearts : This zs the 
Will of my Father. | 

Euforce this Gouvie Le won thy (elf by Three Conſiderations, 

3. Cor 
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1. Conſider. God is by Nature more than a Natural Father to thee. "I'hou 
haſt chy Being not only of, but i» Him. In Him we live, and move, and have 
our Being : Atts 17. 28. 

Can then rhy God forger thee, or thou negle# Him, while thou art in his 
Power, his Preſence, his Arms, his Boſom ? There thou art ever. Canſt thou 
liein his Embraces, grow up out of his Heart, and ſee him frown at Sin, and 
yet Sin, and yet not melt under his Frown ? Can he hold thee in his Spirit, as 
one Spirit with him, and hear thee groan, and feel thy heart beat, and yet not 
melt over thee ? 

2. Conſider. God is by nature many Father#to thee: The Continuation of 
thy Being is a contizued Creation, For it flows forth from God freſh every mo- 
ment.So many moments as there are in thy |:fe ; ſo many times over is thy God 
thy Father. Gen. 2, 7. God breathed into Man the Breath of life, and he be- 
came a Living Soul. The iſſuing forth of our Life, and Being from God is 
compared to Breathing. *T'is as perpetual. | 

Can God caſt off all affe&tion,and care for me,in the ſame momenr,in which 
He brings me forth ? Or can in that very moment,in which I receive my Being 
from Him, rob Him of 7, pollute it, rurn ;r againſt Him. This I do every mo- 
ment in which I fin. For bur now camel torth from God ; - that Appearance, 
which 6]Pd the laſt minute, being vaniſhr, and giving way to rhis. A Mother 
forgets her Sorrows fo ſoon, as a Man-child 1s born into the World, Sure 
then God cannot forget his Delights in me, his Loves to me, fo ſoon as He 
hath brought me our from Himſelf into this world : and this he doth frefhly 
each minute of "Time. : 


On Ws oo 


Himſelf, make all Proviſions of life, and joy tor thee ? It 1s the rule of God, 
He that provides not for his Family ( in Nature ) hath denyed the Faith, and ts 
w1rſe than an Infide!. Can Himfelt then ever deny Himſelf fo far, as to prove 
unfaithful, or unnatural rowards h's Family of Grace, his own Children that 
way ? He will certainly take all care of them with all tenderneſs. 

He that blaſphemed, or ditobeyed his Parents under the Law, was to die. 
What deaths then 1s he worthy of, who doth not think ſweetly, ſpeak {ſweetly 
of, ohey cheartully this Father of his Spirit ? 

Ue. 2. DPivettion. If you wou'!d attain to the State of. Sons, and know 
Gad, as your Father : feed well upon this Four-fold Meditaticn. 

| FiY, © t. Medi 
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1. Medita. I lay Eternally in the Fulneſs of the God- Head, as in the Loyns 


of my Father. Epheſ. 1. 5. Hawing predeſtinated us to the Adoption of Chil- 
dren by Feſus Chriſt to Himſelf, accordmg to the Pleaſure of His Will. 

When God had his Firſt and moſt retired thoughts before the World ; then 
was I in his thoughts, as a Son of Delights, all lovely, without a ſpor. When 
no other thing yet was,when no Creature was yet made,when God lived alone 
in the higheſt, and pureſt Joys of his-own Nature ; then in the midſt of all 
thoſe Joys was I in the Fnineſs of the Divine Nature preſented to him, as an 
Image of Himſelf ſpringing up in him, to be ſent forth into this world, again 
ro grow up out of this world 1ntothat Eternal Image of His Pleaſure, and 
Will. 'Thus was I Predrſtirated a Son, | 

2. Medita. God hath made? me his Son a ſecond time by Purchaſe. He hath 
given his Sen,his Belowed,his Only Son for me, that I might be his Son, 2 Cor: 
5. 21, He was made Sm for us; that we might be made the Righteouſneſs off 
God in Him. God hath given the Body of his Son to reproaches, and pains ; 
h's Soul to Guilr, and Horrours; H's Perſon in both parts to Death ; his Name 
to Infamy. Thus he was made Sin for us. Andall this that we might be made 
the Righteouſneſs of God, Images of his full Beauty, Sons of his higheſt Glory 
in Him, as He 1s, who is the Subſtantial Image, the Eſſential Son. _ 

As the Seed is by Nature placed loweſt in the Earth, at the bottom of the 
Plant, that by the Diffolution of itſelf, it may bring forth its kind : So was the 
Son of God laid below, at the bottom of the Creatfire, in the depth of Dark- 
nefs; that by his Diffolution he might reſolve himſelt into us, and as by an 
Exchange bring forth his Sox-ſhip in our Perſons. 

2. Hledua. God hath made me his Sin yet cnce more by Deſign. He hath 
1oyned me in Affinity with [his on!y-begotten Son. Marriage on Earth is a 
Type of that True Marriage betwcen my Saviour, and my Spirit, Epheſ: 5. 3o. 

He hath joyned me with 'Him in Conſanguinity, Heb. 2. 12. He that Saw 
<izfies, ( which 1s Jeſus ) and rey that are Santtified are both of One. 

He hath made me One-w:th his Erernal Son Myſtically. "The Myſtical Union 
13 a Myſterious one, hidden, Divine, the higheſt Union, ſuch as is among Di- 
vine things ; not to be reſembled by any thing among the Creatures, not to be 
comprehened oy any mere Creature. I in them, and they in me; that all may 
ve made perfet in One, John 17. 21. 23. 
4+ Aedita. God bath made me his Son fmally by Generation, 1 Pet. 1. 3. 
He hath begotten us again to a lively hope by the Reſurreftion from the dead. As 
the Eternal Spirit lay like a Seed in the dead body of our Lord Jefus, which 
putting forth itſelf, brought forth Eternal Life, and Glory in it : So God the 
Father ſenJs forch rhe ſame Spirit into our Spirits by which the Divine Lite, 
and [mage of His Glorihed Son ſpring up in us, making us alſo Sons to Him 
1a the ſame manner, 


, Thus 
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This if you would lead Son-7/R2 lives with God, conſider hum as your Fa- 
: ther. There is no Earthly Relation, or Form, which more ſets out the Spiri- 
F tual, Evangelical, Eternal Unioti between God, and Man, tnan this of a Fa- 
fl ther. Trace it, apply it from the beginning to.the end, and it will lead you 
into all the Myferzes of Eternity. Only retiember theſe 720 Cantions. 1. Take 
; away all the Imperfe4ion, which this Relation hath in the Creature. 2. Add 
to it all Perfeftion,thar it is capable of, or can be imagined. So apply it to God, 
i and a Saint. For the Brighteſt Beauty ih Nature, is but a Shadow of Spiritual 
; Glories. 
; I have finiſh't the SecondParz of my Text,which is the Race to theKingdorn. 
F. Part. The Royalty, or Kingly State itſelf : Enter into the Kingdom of God. 
oct. 3. The Third Dottrme from this Third Part is this: The Third, 
and laſt State in Chriſtiamty is a State of Royalty, or a Kingly State. F 
This Kingly State is deſcribed by St. Paul, Rom. 14. 17. The Kingdom of > 
God is Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Foy i the Holy Ghoſt... 
» Te Ringly State or Royalty of a Saint hath Four Properties. 
| I. Righteouſneſs. «a 
| © Fa 4. The Holy Ghoſt. #Y 
' 1. Property. Righteouſneſs, This is the Conformity of a Saint ro Ged, as to > 
his Rue, Genef. 17. 1. Walk thou before me, and be perfef : Saith God to 
Abraham. To be Perfeft, and to be Righteous are the ſame thing. Set thy 
God, the Supream Glory, continually in thine Eye, as thy Pattern, and thine 
Atm : So ſhalt thou be perfectly Righteous. | 

I will endeavour further to unfold the Nature of this Righteouſneſs by two 
Illuſtr ations, and one Diſtin&ion. 

1. Jiluftr. Then a thing is truly Right, when it anſwereth to its Idea, that 
is, toits Firft Principle, and Pattern in God. God himſelf in the Fulneſs of his 

. Perfon 1s the Principle, and Pattera of Man. 

Righteouſneſs is the Image of God in Man. Ccloſs. 3. 10. The New man, 
which 1s the Righteous man, and the Righteouſneſs of man 1s ſaid to be Crea- 
ted mm Knowledge, after the Image of - Him, who hath created Him. There is a 
Twofold Image of God, one Earthly : the other Heavenly : "The Earthly Image 
of God in.Man, is the Righteouſneſs of Nature : The Heavenly Image is the 
Righteouſneſs of the Spirit, or # the Spirit. p 

2. WVuſftr. Then a thing is truly Right,when it anſwereth its End in God. 
God is the End of all things : Prev. 16. 4. God made all things for Himſelf. 
The End of Man is the Poſſeſſion, and Fruition of God as his only Pcrtion of 
Being, Beauty, Blefſedneſs, Pſal. 16. 5. The Lord is my Portion, ſaith my Seul. 

This then is the Righteouſneſs of man, his Unicn, and Communien with . 
God, to live i» Him, by Him, with Him, to Him. For this reafon is Chriſt ſa:d 
to be made of God Righteouſneſs, and Sanitification to us, 1 Cor.1, 30, Becauſe 
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in the Perſon of Chriſt it is, that God and Man are made One, one Love, one 
Life, one Likeneſs. 
Diſtin#. There are two forts of Righteouſneſs. 
| 1. Imputed, 2. Inherent. 
I. Righteouſneſs imputed. You may read of this: Philip.3.9. That I may be 
found in Him, not having mine own righteouſneſs, which is of the Law,but that 
which is of God,by Feſus Chriſt. "There 1s a Righteouſneſs of the Firſt,and of the 
Second Adam. That of rhe Firſ# Adam, 1s our own, the Righteouſneſs of the 
Law. It riſeth out. of the Earth, it is but a Shadow, at beſt, the G:lding of. an 
Earthen Veſlel,a Refle&tion upon a Brick Wall. That of the Second Adam 
comes down from Heaven, is of God, 1s the true Gold, the ſure, ſubſtantial, 
_ everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 

As whena Cloud is placed in that part of the Sky,on which the Sun ſhoots 
forth his Beams, the Cloud 4s over-ſpread by thoſe Beams, and made Glorious 
in their Glories : So/are there four Things in this Imputed Righteouſneſs. 

1. ThePerſonof Chrift, as the Sky, or Heaven. | 

2. The God-head, asthe Sun ſhining tn this Sky. 


2- The Cloud, poor man drawn up from the Earth into the boſom of his 


Sav:our, by his Union with Him. 

+ The Glory of the God-Head falling upon him, encompaſſing, and clo- 
thing his whole Perſon in Jeſus Chriſt. This is that Righteouſneſs, which is of 
Ged by Feſus Chriſt. , 

1 Cer. 12. 26. St. Paul teacheth us, that if one member be honoured, all 
the members rejoyce together with it. When a Crown 1s ſet upon the Head of 
a King, it puts a Royalty, and Majeſty upon his whole Perſon. The Head of 
Mans Chriſt, the Head of Chriſt is God. The Ghoryof the God-Head in Chriſt 
is the Cro2n upon the Head of the Heavenly man; this puts a Royal Beauty of 
Holineſs,the Majeſty ot that Divine Righteouſneſs upon every myſtical mem- 
ber upon each Soul, how mean ſoever, that 1s united to Jeſus Chriſt in one 
Spirit thorow believing. 

'The Beauty of the Gov-head ſhining thorow the Humane Nature of Chriſt, 
thorow his active, and paſſve Obed:ence, thorow his Wounds, and fo- falling 
upon that Sonl, which hath caſt herſelf into the Arms of her Saviour : this 1s 
the Imputed Righteouſneſs of man. 

Take tis Camtion concerning this Righteouſneſs. Ir is ſaid ro be 7puted,not 
becauſe 1t is nor truly Owrs,, and 2 #5 : but becauſe it 1s not Primarily Ours, 
dut by or Union with another)Perſon. 

"The Colours in the Rain-bow are ſaid to be Apparent, not Real ; becauſe the 
Rain-bow 1s nor their Spring, though it be their Sear ; but they are reflected 
from the Sun ſhining on the watry Cloud. So this Righteouſneſs is ſaid to be 
zmputed to us, becaule it is Firſt (cated in Jeſus Chriſt, and ther refleted from 

| | Him 
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Him on Us. Yet it 15 a true Righteouſneſs,it is 1ruly, immediately on our Peiyons, 
in our Perſons, as Feſus Chriſt 1s. 

It is therefore ſaid to be imputed, becauſe it is not ours Primitively, but Con 
ſequently ; becauſe Chriſt is onrs , yet not as Abſent from us, but Preſent m us, 
poſſeſs d by as. | 

2. Righteouſneſs Inherent, 2 Cor. 3. laſt. We all as in a Glaſs beholding 
the Glory of the Lord, are Tranſlated into the likeneſs of the ſame Image from 
glory to glory, as by the Lord the Spirit. The Lord Jeſus at once enters into a 
Two-feld Relation to man : one of a Sunſbining all over him : the other of a 
Root growing up 1n him. We ſee his Glory in our ſelves, as in a Glaſs, we bring 
the face of Glory with us. We have the Glory in our ſelves, and are our ſelves 
the Glaſs. There is the Sw ſhining, which beaurifies, and juſtifies a St. We 
grow up into that Image, by the Lord, the Spirit of that Glory, planting it- 
ſelf in us. There isthe Root growing, which purihes, and ſantifies us. 

Our Saviour, when he diſcovers Himſelf, appears at once, without us, and 
within us. Without us he rifeth upon us, as a Light of Lovelineſs. EC. 60. r. 
Riſe out of the Duſt, and ſhine, for thy Light is come, the glory of the Lord is 
riſen upon thee. Within us He riſeth, as a Light of Life, Galat. 1. 16. When it 
pleaſed the Father to reveal his Son within me. 

'This 1s our Righteouſneſs, Imputed, and Inherent. 

= Righteouſneſs 1s the Crown, Robe, Scepter of Royalty in rhe Kingdom 
of God. 

1. The Crown. So St. Paul tiles it, 2 Tim. 4. 8. Henceforth is laid up 
for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which God, the righteous Fudge ſhall give me in 
that day. 'The Righteouſneſs, the Glory of God reſting on Man, is that Crown, 
which both entitles him 70, and enſtates him # the Kingdom of God. 

Asa King ever poſleſſeth his Crcpn, though he wear it only on high days, at 

. ſolemn meetings of the people: fo a Chriſtian may have this Crown, though 
laid up, while he is on Earth.. But he doth not appear with it openly, till that 
great day, the ReſurreCtion, when the whole world ſhall meet. 

2. The Robe. The Righteouſneſs of God, and Man is the Imperial Robe, 
which both, as Kings, areclorh'd with, Eſ. 61. 10 He hath covered me with 
a Robe of Righteouſneſs, as a Bridegroom decketh himſelf with Ornaments.Behold, 
a Royal, and a Bridal Robe ! It is Rightecuſneſs which purs upon the Spirit the 
beauty of a Bridegroom ; the Majeſty of a King. That Soul, which ſhines 
torth in Righteouſneſs makes itſelf a King not by Right only, but Choice too 
by Love, as well as Law. | 


Phal, 45. 4- 5- In thy Majeſty ride proſperouſly, becauſe of Truth, Meekneſs, 
and Righteouſneſs, &c. Thine Arrows ſtick m the hearts of thine Enemies, the 
people jall under thee. "This was ſung of the Lord Feſus ; Righteouſneſs clot}? 
him w;th ſo ſweet aMajeſty,that he pierc'd theHearts of Hb 
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rows of Love. Such a King every Spirit, which is Brother to this Jeſkt. 
Rigbreouſneſs ſits upon him, and ſhines from him,as a Garment of Light, Truth, 
and Wiſdom ; it ſhews, as wrought into a Harmony of Courage, Juſtice, Tem- 
perance ; it ſparkles with Tempers of Goodneſs, Gentleneſs, Meekneſs, Hu- 
mility. Theſe things,like Arrows,wound the ſtubborneſt Hearts with a Liking, 
aud a Love ; tnat a man's bittereſt Enemies bow to him. 

3. The Scepter. Pſal. 45. 6. It is ſaid to our Saviour : The Scepter of thy 
Kingdom is a Righteous Scepter. Righteouſneſs 1s the Scepter of Strength in 
the Kingdom of - Chriſt, by which all things are ſwayed,and governed, Pſal. 
10. 7.1f a mans ways pleaſe the Lord, his Enemes ſhall be at peace with him. 
Holineſs, or Righteouſneſs 1s ſuch a Harmony,ſfuch a Mulick berween God and 
Man, as all things hear, and obey. | 

They that make uſe of helliſh Charms, make the PiCture of a Perſon in 
Wax, and as they work the Wax by the Fire, fo they work upon the Perſon. 
Goodneſs hath Heavenly Charm in at. For a Righteous man hath in himſelf 
the Heavenly Image of God, which 1s the Frrſt,and radical Image of all things. 
By this Image, he hatha power upon all things. | 

. Thus Righteouſneſs 18 the Crown, Robe, Scepter in the Kingdom of God. 
1. Uſe. Learnto hate Sin by the Rule of Contraries. For, if Righteouſneſs 
clouth you with the higheſt Honour, Worth, Strength of Kings; if it crown 
you with the Glory of God, if itcarry youup to the Life of God : then what 
doth Sin? Sin by the Rule of Contraries puts upon you the Baſene/s, Badneſs, 
Weakneſs of Slaves; Sin wraps you up in the Shape, fows in you the Seeds of 
Devils. 

Let us then look on Sin in this Five-fold View : As it puts on us. 1. Weak- 
meſs. 2. Baineſs. 3. Rajeneſs of Slaves. 4. Shapes of Devils. 5. As it plants in 
us Seeds of Devils. | | 

I. Si puts upon us the Weakneſs of Slaves. Gen. 49. 3. 4. Reuben, thou 
art my Firſt born, the Beeumning of my Strength, Excellency of power. O Man ! 
0 my Soul ! conftider what thou wert in thy Beginning. . A Divine Flame 
{hor forth trom an Angels Boſom into this lump of Clay, not to abide impriſo- 
ned in it, but to feed upon it, as fuel, ſo to return, and make its way upward, 
making all things that refilt, its prey, and nouriſhment, W hat is it, that hath 
tius enteeb.ed,and coold thee,and chang'd thee from Fire into Water ? Sin hath 
cone thiz.Now thou lyeſt ſpread upon the Earth,ſwayed by every weak Breath, 
or Spirit, that blows upan thee ; unable to contain thy ſelf ; caſting rhy felt 


into the Figure, and Shape of every Object, on which thou toucheſt, Thy Si | 


' hath thus weakned thee. 


Man was the Reuben of God, the Firft-born in the firſt Creativn, the Ex-\ 


celency of Dignity, and Power ; the Head of Strength. He was the Chic! 
Ivage of the D:vine Nature, made to be the Spouſe, and Queen of the God- 
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Head, the Onely One of her Mother.”'The Reſt of the Creatures were to be,as 
Concubines only, particular, inferiour Images of God, The Soul fooliſhly for- 
fakes the Boſom of her God,to throw herſelf into the Embraces of theſe Con- 
cubines; ſo ſhe defileth herſelf, and them ; ſo ſhe diſhonoureth her King, and 
Husband in both ; fo pours forth her ſelf looſely upon the Ground as fpilr 
Water. : 

2. Sin puts a Badneſs into men. It puts intous a Three-fold Badneſs ; of Folly, 
Filth, Fury. : 

1. Sinfills us with folly. Sin ſo far befools thee, O vain Man, as to-deſpiſe, 
deny Bleſlednefs, Beauty, Eternity there, 2yhere they are, #2 God, the Firſt, the 
Fountain, the Subſtance of all Beings: and to ſeek thent there, where they are 
not, in Fleſhly, ſhadowy, fleeting 'T rifles. ; 

This is that Folly, the Head-Spring of all Sin, which St. Pau! complains of, 
Rom. 1. 21. They became wain in their Imagiations, their fooliſh Heart being 
darkned. This was the Folly, "The Eternal ms I and Fulneſs was darkned 
and diſappeared in their Spirits, which brought forth inſtead thereof 'erapty 
Images. So St. Paul explains it at the 2.3. v. Changing the glory of the Incor- 
ruptible God into an Image made like to Corruptible Man, and Birds cc. 

What degree of Follyis this, to refuſe to acknowledge, or own the ?rve 
Ged, who is Eternal Life : and to make each painted, periſhing Vanity a God to 
us, while wemake it the Obje&, and Spring of our Hopes, and Happineſs ? 

But thus iti moſt juſt, that they to whom the true God, is bur as an Idol, 
an empty name; to them each tas. each empty Appearance ſhould be their 
God. This is the Fiſt Badneſs in Sin, Folly... NI ae R 

2. Smfills a Man with Fitth. Carnality, and Corruption ſignify both the 
ſame thing in Scripture. To be Spiritual is to be Holy ; to be Fleſhly, Sinful, 
To be Carnally minded, ( that is, to be Fleſhly-minded ) is Dearth : but to be 
Spiritually minded is Life, and Peace : Rom. 8. 6. 

Is there any thing more foul than this ; for a Soul, which was made, asa 
Spirit, for Spiritual] Joys, and Glories ; {6 to mingle itſelf with Fleſh, . as to ſee, - 
receive, rell:iſh nothing but by Senſes of Fleth-; fo to drown itſelf in Fleſh, as 
to be uncapable of converſmg with, taking contept in any, but Fleſhly ob- 
jets ? This is the State of a Sinful Soul : Thus is the over-ſpread with Fleſh, - 
as one great SÞor. 

The Interpreters of the Proverbs teach us, that the Tuwmg Man there, 1s the 
Soul, which 15 naturally Immorral, ever young, ever flouriſhing : the Matron, 
the chaſt Spouſe, that woes this Young Man, Divine Wiſdom, the Heavenly. 
Image of the Divine Nature : The Srrumpe? this Worldly Image of things. O 
fay now, when thou Sinneſt ; Alaſs ! Hew do I diſhonour, and defile my [elf ? I, 
who ſk:uld, 2099 might live chaſtly, conſtantly, ſweetly with the Eternal Image of 
CGlery, my Ged, my Spouſe, mine own : 1 pour forth my ſelf into the lap of Stran- 
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gers, of Unconſkant, Whariſh, Flattering , Fading Beauties im Fleſh. 

OFllth ! O Shame ! That Spirit,that ſhould tread upun the Stars, ride upon 
the Angels, rejoyce with God everlaſtingly ;' that Soul labours and ſweats in 
Duſt, and Death, asa Slave ; rowls in the-Mire of Fleſh, like a Beaſt ; rakes in 
the unſavory {inks of all various Lufts, as an unclean Spirit. / 

3. Sin fills a man with Fury. Solomon in h's Proverbstells us of One, that 
throws about Fire-brands and/Swords, and ſaith, Am I not in zeſt ? Prov. 26. 
18. 19. "This is Solomon's Fol, which:is a Sinner. Can it be, that any ſhould 
make Ruines, and Reproaches their Delight, nay their Devotion too ?_Fonah 
ſaid once. He did well-to be angry even pnto Death. Cn it be, that any ſhould 
cheriſh a Rage to the Death, Deltruttion of Men, Kingdoms, and Souls ; and 
then think ſuch/a Rage,Religion ; ſuch a Fury, Zeal ; and that theſe things they 
ought to do? Can it be that any ſhould draw Teors, and blood from others, 
from Millions, from ſuch as do them no harm ; and then ſay, With ſuch Sacri- 
fices God is well pleaſed ; that God, who is Love? ; 

O take heed of Sin,it blows up in a mans Breaſt,the Fire of Hell ; it ſtrange- 
ly corrupts Nature itſelf conſumes all g.od Nature in Man. "There 1s no Notron 
fo common, no Principle ſo plain in the minds of men,which it will not darken, 
and deprave. It will make you believe that Heliiſh Patſions,are Heavenly Mo- 
tions; and that there is Fury,and Fire in the Boſom of Sweetneſs itſelf, of God. 

"This is the Second Ewil in Sin, Filth. | 

3. Sin puts upon aman the Baſeneſs of a Slave. Prov. 2.8. 1. The wicked 
fleeth, when none purſues. Sin makes a man the verielt Coward in the World, 
the objeCt of the greateſt Pity and Scorn. When thou haſt committed a fin, 
how art thou aſham'd toſce the light, to look up in the Eyes of God or any 
man,to behold thine own Face in a Glaſs?How dot thou ſtart at every Motion, 
tremble at thine own Shadow, fly from the Reflection of thy ſelf in the 
thoughts of another ? How doſt thou wiſh to be tranſported into ſome Wilder- 
neſs, where thou mighr'ſt be a Stranger to all things, and eſpecially to thy ſelf ? 

Gen. 4- 14. Cain complains : I am driven from thy Face, and from the 
Face of the Earth, a Fugitive and a vagabond ſhall The in the Earth. Behold 
the weight of Shame, with which Sin oppreſſeth a Guilty Soul. Who would 
buy all the pleaſures, and profits of Sin at ſuch a rate, as this? To be driven 
by Shame from the Face of God, and every Creature? 'To be hunted by the 
wretched Senſe of Guilt; as|a Deer with the Arrow ſticking in his fide ? 'To 
run reſtleſs thorow all Companies, and Conditions, as a Fugitive, and Vaga- 
| bondin them all ? c | | 

Gen. 3. 7. It is ſaid of\ bur firſt Parents, when they had eaten the forbid- 
den Fruit, their, eyes were opened, and they (aw, that they were naked, and now 
they were aſhamed. Do you ask, what 3s Sin ? There 1s an inſeparable Peace, 
and Pleaſure goes along with every good deed ; There is an unavoidable ſting 


of 
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of - Shame, and Horrour in the rail of every evil A&. He that doth evil, hath 
his Eyes immediately opened by that, which he feels in himſelf ; and now he 
knows what he hath done. | | 

W hat 1s that, which when you have doneait, takes away your ſweet Peace, 
and Reſt from you ? which makes you wiſh for a thick Darkneſs to fall upon 
you, that may hide you from every eye ? This is $7», hate ir, and fly from i. 

This is the Third Evil in Sin. | RG 

4. Sin wraps up @ man inthe Shape of a Devil. Man being in Honcur con- 
tinues not, but becomes like the Beaſt, 6 periſheth. What doth the Body of a 
Man now difter from that of a Beaſ#, more than the Body of one Beaſt differs 
from thar of another? Nay the Bodies of many Brute Creatures excel it in 
Beauty, Strength, Vertue, Senſe. ; 

W hat hath thus chang'd Man, and put upon his Body the form of a Beaſt ? 
Sin hath done it. But if we could ſee the Sou! of man, as plainly, as we ſee 
his Body; we ſhould ſee that far more like to Dewils,than this is to Beaſts. The 
Evil Powers, and Spirits might well fay of Man,when he had finn'd ; He ts be- 
come as one of us. 

What reaſon hath man to abhor this Poyſonous, this Potent Evil, which 
transforms him into this monſtrous Shape, thar he appears, as a Beaſt among 
the Beaſts,in his Body ; asa Devil among the Devils,in his Soul ? 

5. Sin plants the Seeds of Devils in Man. Daniel teacheth us in his Pro- 


_ pheſy, that the Meſſiah ſhould come 70 rake away Sim,and Iniquity. Dan.9.2.4. 


We read inthe Promiſe, Gen. 3. That there ſhould be Ennuty between the 
Seed of the Woman, and the Seed of the Serpent. "The Seed of the Woman 
is the Meſlias : Then the Seed of the Serpent muſt be Sin. Each 'Siz 1s the 
Stgp of a Devil inus, which as it grows up, becomes a perfect Devil. A Lying 
Sprrit entred-into Ahab's Prophets, and poſleſt them when they became Lyars. 


Happy were we, if as often, as we feel motions to Luſt, Covetoufneſs, Fal: 


" ſhood, Ambition in us; we would then ſay : Now a Luſttul, Coverous, Falſs 


Ambitious Devil enters into me;- if I yield ro him, he will carry me away into 
the Waters, and Fires, of Confuſion, and Torment, he will be ſtil] growing 


into me, all I become ee Dewil with him. — 


2. Property : Peace. This is the Second Property in the Kingdem of God, 


that is, in the Royal State of a Saint on Earth. 
The name of Peace in the three Learned Languages ſigniheth Three things: 
a Ceſſation : a Combination: a PerfeFion ;, a Ceſſation from trouble ; a 'Combi- 
nation, or league with all things : Perfe&ion of excellency,and joy to give Reſt. 
'Fnhere is a Three-fold Peace. | 
I. Natural: the Peace of the Elements in the great World, and the httle 
Worid of Mar's Body. : 
2, Civil; the Peace of nn among themſelves in their outward Conver- 
lation. l M z 3- Keligious: 
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J. Religions : this is the Peace of the Soul in relation to God. This Re- 
ligious Peace is Two-fold. | F.2 

1. Rational: that which is built upon rhe Princaple of Reaſon. | 

2. Spiritual : that which is ſprung Got a Devme Light. 'Thus is the union 
of mans Spirit with the Spirit of God, which is the Band of peace. 

It isa Spiritual Peace, which E now {| peak of : This hath Two Parts. 

i. Part: Silence. . 2. Part: Satisfalws. 
He, ( that is, God ) makes me to-lye down in green paſtnres, and leads me by 
iH waters. 
F I. Part: Silence. Pſal. 23. 2. In this Pſalm God is brought in, as a 
Shepherd ; rhe Soul as a Sheep. In this verſe Three Things are put together, 

1. TheProſperityof the Soul. 2. The Repoſe of the Soul. 3. The 
Stilueſs of all things about the Soul. 

I. The Proſperity of the Soul iz expreſs'd by green paſtures. The Lord 
Jeſus makes the Soul to feed on the green Paſtures of the Freſh, and Flouri- 
ſhing diſcoveries of his Perfun, and Excellencies. "That this is the Souls Paſture 
appears by that place of Scriprure, John 6. 57. As the lrompg Farber hath 
ſent me; and 1live by the Father : So he that eateth me, = live by me. As the 
Father is the Paſture-ground of the Son, on which he tceds, and out of which 
he is raken into this World, to be mace a Sacrifice : So the Paſture-gromd of 
the Soul is Feſus Chriſt. 

2. ' The Repoſe of the Soul is lignified : He makes merodye down in green 
paſtures. Jeſus Chriſt, as a Shepherd makes the Soul rp lay herſelf down to 
zeſt with Rcurity im the midlt of his appearances ſpringing up roundabout her. 

. The Stilneſs and Silence of all things about the Soul is fet down : 'He 
leads me by ſtill Waters. ©) | 
Waters are often uſed by the Scriptures to repreſent the nature of Spzrirs, John 
7. 38. 39. He that believeth on me, as the Scriptare ſaith, out of his belly ſhall 
flow Rivers of living waters. This he ſpake of the Holy Ghoſt, which they, that 
beleive in him, ſnould receive. 

The Scriptuve maketh rwo reſemblances between Iaters, and Spirits. 1. As 
the Springs of water nouriſh the Earth, and make it fruitful : So every fleſhly 
thing hath a Spirit, which ſends forth its ſtreams upon it, to refreſh it. Pſal.4.6. 
4. There is a River, that makes glad the City of our God. The Holy Spirit is 
the River, that maintains, aþd renews the lite, and appearances of 'God in the- 
Fleſh, which make the Cry. of God on Earth. 2. The Second Reſemblance is 
this, 2. Pet. 2, 5. We read of the Earth Ganding in the Water, and out of the 
Water. In like manner we learn, Heb. 1 1. 3. that the things which are ſcen, 
were not made of things, that do appear. Some read it thus :. the rhings which 
are ſeen, were made of things. that do not appear 

As the-Earth ſtands in the Jater, and out of the Water : So.every. Viſible 
Thing ſtands in a $97riz, and ſtands up out of a Spirit. "'The- 
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The'Tumultuous workings, and agitatians of theſe Spirits 10 vs-4re the 
cauſe of allunquietnefs in our- Spirzts. But when Jeſixs Chriſt leads forth our 


Souls into the Fields of his Excellencies,and gives us of his Love : He calmsall; 
ſo that every Spirit by winch we =_ along, 33 by a River {ideys ſtill,and (Gent. 


The Peace of the Soul deyendeth upon the Silewcing of a Three-fold Spirit 
inher. | 


1. TheSpirit of Wrath from God. 2. Tae Spirit of the Devil, 3- Her 


00 bs 7 : 

, Pk. Spirit of Wrath: from. God ruſt be filenc's in usthat we may have 
peace, Fere.''2.5. 30. You may:read of: this: Spirit of Wrath. :The Lord ſhall 
roar from above, and ſend forth bitwoice from hjs boly babitation': He ſball roar 
upon bis habitation, aud ory aloud, as they that preſs the Grapes, againſt all the In- 
habitants of the Earth. | 


The terrours,and troubles.of the Soul do not — come from, or by ſome 
from Gad Himſelf. God 


Secundary cauſe; byit fornerienes they come awmedzately 
comes forth-into theSoul,like a Lyon : He ſends forth his voice quite thorow 
the Soul, as the roaring of an enraged Lyon : He prefleth, and ſqueezeth the 
Souls with his own weight, with acry of Wrath ; as Grapes are troden. This 
may be the caſe of any Soul, even the moſt Holy Hahitation of the Lord,while 
ſhe is the Inhabitant of an Ezarthly body. | | 

Whar ſhall the Soul now do, that 1s/in this caſe ? 'To what Creature ſhall 
ſhe call to help her againſt the mighty God? What courſe will you take to 


find reft to:this Soul ? No creature, no courſe can give any reſt, till it pleaſe 


God to change Himſelf from a roaring £Zy0n,;to a ſtill, and quiet Lamb in the 
Soul. He can make this _— 1n.a moment,and by this change make the Soul, 
though ſhe were but juſt before,as a dreadful Foreſt to herſef 
a ſafe, and ſilent Fold, that ſhe may 1ye down quietly, and take her reſt. 

See, whar' Fob complains of, and what he prays for, Fob 10. 16. Thou 


' hunteſt me, as a fierce Lyon : Thou ſheweſt thy ſelf marwvelleus upon me : v. 17. 


Thou reneweſt thy witneſſes againſt me : Changes, and War are upon me. v. 2.0. 
Ceaſe, and let me alone, that I may take a little comfort. 


Oft-times God purſues a Soul hercely, and ſwiftly,as if ſhe were ſome great, 


end mighty creature. He hunts her from thought to thought, from place to 
place, from creature tocreature ; not ſuffering her to take her breth. He re-- 
neweth his Witneſſes againſt her , He maketh her guilt, her miſeries, her fears, 
his wrath, eternal horrours to appear continually before her in freſh, and new 
Shapes , as'witneſſes againſt her. So he makes himſelf marvellous upon her in. 
thoſe various, and heart-ſhaking Forms of darkneſs, with which he clothes 
himſelf in the-mid{t-of her. He brings Changes : He ſuffers her not to abide 
Þ any temper or ſtate,. but tofſeth and changeth che whole appearance of 
things to her ;, till ſhe be quite loſt in confuſion, and amazement. 
AnJ. 


, now to:become. 
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And poor Soul, whither ſhall ſhe go.? What ſhall ſhe do, that ſhe may 
have eaſe, that ſhe may have ſome comfort,: though :never-ſo little ? She can 
have no-eafe,' no comfort at all, till Gods.time become, till-his will be,to ceaſe, 
and take his plague'away from her, and-filence the Spirit + of his wrath within 
her. All tharthe Soul can.doin the' mean timeus:3-and: that by bis Strength 
alone, to wait, and cry : Ceaſe thou from me, O God. There is a Time to bregk 
in pieces: and a T'ime to bind up, that which is broken. - | 

Obj. But ſome one may ſay : How can God trouble or diſquiet a Soul, im- 
mediately, and by Himſelf, Fury is not in Him, 'E(. 24. 4. There is no Prin- 
ciple of Evil or Torment in the Perſon of God. There is no Spiritof angui 
or vexation inthe Divine nature, We read of him, P/al. 16. 1 1. 2 4 pre- 
fence is fulneſs of joy.» When God brings forth his own preſence into the Soul ; 
he brings along with it all peace, and pleaſantneſs, a Fulneſs of Foy. 

Anſ. You muſt diſtinguiſh upon the Appearances, and the Perſon of God. 

Diſtinet. You muſt diſtinguiſh upon the Appearances of God.God puts forth 
Himſelf immediately two ways, either in his 0wn Appearance, or in a ſtrange 
Appearance, 4s . J 

1. Faſt, God puts forth Himſelf immediately, ſometimes in his own Ap- 
pearance : and then he ever' makes peace. This Apppearance of God, calms, 
quiets, and {weertens all in the Soul, E/. 4. 5. Upon all the Glory ſhall. be a 
Defence. "The Preſence of God in his proper Glory, the naked Face of God 
looking forth in the Soul is a Defence from trouble,and terrour.This is the Holy 
Moun!, on which nothing candurrt, or ſpoil. This Diſcovery of God. is a Lighr, 
which hath no darkneſs in it, no trembling, or fear, . 

Therefore, when the Holy Ghrft had ſaid, Pſal. 16. 11. In thy preſence is 
the fulneſs of Foy : He adds for explication : At thy right hand are pleaſures for 
evermore. "The prefer.ce of God at the right Hand of his own proper Sweet- 
neſs, and Glory ; which is his Strength : this ;s ever accompanied in the Soul, 
with a Fu neſs of Foy, andewerlaſting pleaſures. 

2. Secend(y, God can puttorth Hinoſelf immediately in a trange Appearance, 
w.thour the interpolul of any Created Subſtance between God, and that A 
pearance; between that appearance, and the Soul, Joh. 20. 15. Feſus Chriſt 
#ppeared ro Mary, and converſed immediately with her in the /ikeneſs of a 
Crardiner,which made her weep for fear, that the had loſt her Saviour, who was 
ti : under this ſtrange Shape ; which drew forth her tears. 

£9 God' can fet his own Perſon, and preſence in our Souls in the Shape of a 
Stranger, of an Enemy, of a devouring Tempeſt, of a burning Fire, P/al. 18. 


11. It is written of God: He maketh Darkneſs bis Secret place : and thick . 
C! uds of the Sky his pawilimm. God can make Darkneſs i thy Soul His Secret | 
place, out of which 'he thoots his invenomed arrows into thy heart. He can * 


make thick Clouds upon thy Sul, his Pavilion, from whence he will make 
| X war 
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war upon thee, 'Thus -we muſt diftinguiſh : upon: the- Appearances of God. 

%.  Difind. Secondly, we mult Siffinguiſh upon the P emiof God, as He 

is m Himſelf ; and as He is in Feſus Chriſt. | 

1, Firſt , God as: He 5s #n\ Himſelf is One, Onereſt,and bleſſednels in every 

State ? ThusGod is Al] in 4, all that ſweetneſs, peace, . joy in every Appea- 
rance, Which he is in«any Appearance. | 

It is ſaid. in. Fob of ,the Earth, as it was in its firſt State : iNo Joungs poſſed 
thorow it. -So-1t is true. of the God-Head in its firſt State,im-its hmphcity; that 
there is no. Strange Appearence there. This Throne of: God wherever it is ſet 
up, isa Circle; and every hand 1s the Right Hand there, every Shape, in which 
God puts forth Himſelf is Lowe. . 

2. Secondly, God, as He is in Feſus Chriſ?,hath his Right,and his Left Hand; 
his Sweer, and Srrange Appearances ; Light, and Darkneſs ; Lowe, and Wrath : 
Revel. 6.. 16. They cry to the Rooks, and the Mauntains to fall upon them, to 
hide them from the wrath of the Lamb. | | 

\ Feſus Chriſt witnefſeth: Fobm 5. 2:2. The Father judgeth no man, but hath 
committed all judgment to the Son. This diſtinguiſhing,and dividing Judgment, 
by which God puts forth Himſelf in Lowe upon ſome, in 1/rath upon others, 
is not exerciſed by the Father, that 1s, by God, as He is in Himſelf ; but by the 
Sun, that is, by God, as He is in Feſus Chriſt, | 

This is the Kingdom of God, the ſhining forth of the God-Head from the 
right hand of the Lord Jeſus, in its own proper Glory, calming, and clearing 
up all in the Soul; ſcattering, like Clouds, thoſe ſtrange Appearances of Dark- 
neſs, and Terrour, into which God had before put himſelf. 

This 1s Chriſt ſhewmg us the Father, diſcovering God in his Firſt Light, as 
He is the Fountain of Love, where there is neither Fear, nor Torment. | 

Uſe. 1. For Tryal, By this we may try our ſelves, whether we be the 
Kingdom of God, or no. The Kingdom of God is Peace. It you be truly in 


:Peace, youare of a truth in the Kingdom of God. 


I will enlarge this Tryal by Three Inſtances, which are the Glory, the Grace, 
the Bleſſing of God. 

1, Glory: Firſt the Glory of God, and the Peace of God ever go together, 
Luk. 2. 24 In the Angeis Song theſe two are united : Glory to God on high, 
Peace on Earth. Feſus Chriſt, when he came down from Heaven, and was in- 
carnate : Angels ia their Praiſes, and Prayers at the Incarnation, joyn theſe 


two, Spiritual Glory, and Spiritual Peace, as undivided 1n their Life, and Death, 


n their abſence, 2nd preſence. | 

The Soul, that is without Peace, is indeed without in that Darkneſs, which 
s without ; whither nothing-of the Glory of God comes, whence no Glory is 
given to God. If thou canlt live without Peace ; thou liveſt in a true Hell, 


where there is nothing of the Light of the Glory of God ; nor any defire of 
It. If 


[188] 
IF thou hadft-any.taſte:on: le: of the Glory of God in thy'Sout';/ then 
would(t feel Ry peare bes Sie uhy God, wickthy ſelf, and with 
all things. TO EIODLE wc x 
The Glory of God us a Healing, «Uohng a PerfeCting thing : it-makes all 
perfe&t in One, Mal. 4. 2. 4 Sun of Rog ouſneſs ſhall ariſe with healing- in 
his Wings. The Sun-ſhine of Glory falling trom the Face'of God upon es 
in any degree, ſweetly and ſoundly cloſerh up wounds,maketh up breaches,and 
divilions in the Spirit. The I/mgs of the Sunare his Beams. Each touch of any 
one Beam of the Glory of God upon the Soul, carries a healing, lenifying, ap- 
| Vertue. 
R—_—_ Secondly the Grace, and the Peace of God ever: go together. St. 
Panl, when he prays for the Saints at the beg] ing of all ts Ept les, joyns 
theſe Two: Grace, and peacefrom God our Fat _ from our Lord feſus Chriſt. 
So rauch of the Grace of God, as goes forth into the Soul ; ſo much of Peace 
goes along with it. Where there is no Peace, there is no Grace. 

There is a Two-fold Grace of God, the Loveof God towards the Soul; the 
Lovelineſs, or Image of God in the Soul. 

1. Wherethere is nothing of Peace, there is nothing of the Grace of God, 
thar ie, of the Love of God, yet appearing to that Soul. Where the Love of 
God is poured forth,it is an overflowing Sweetweſs, 1 Corin. 13. 5. Charity 
thinketh no i]. This Charity, which is faid inthe fame Chapter to be perfeF, to 
remain for ever, can be no other, than the Love of God let down from - Heaven 
into the Soul, and revealed there, gathering the Soul up into itſelf, to dwell in 
this Lowe. 

"The Soul, that dwells in this Love, thinks 20 evil of God, of itſelf, of any 
thing : buris ar peace with ail, hath ſaveet thoughts of all. For the Love of 
God is its Eye, by which it ſees, and ns Heart by which it thinks. Ir ſees God, 
x[elf, and all things by the Light of this Love: it thinks of all things by the 
Strength of this Love. 

2. Where there isnothing of Peace, there is nothing of the Grace of God, 
that is of the Jowe!ineſs of God, of the Beauty of Holineſs in that Soul. So 
much of Peace, ſo much of Holineſs, and Spirituality: Somuch of DiſtraQtion, 
and Diſquier, ſo much of Corruption, and Carnality. 

Where things begin to de/cend, there begins Fleſh, and Diviſion. As things 
deſcend, and go lower, ſotheſe things increaſe. Where things begin to aſcend, 
there begins Spirir, Spirituality, Unity, and Peace. The, more we aſcend, and 
go upward, the more we increaſe in theſe. 

3- Bleſſing. Thirdly, the Bleſſing, and the Peace of God ever go together, 
Prov. I5. 17. Better is a Dinner of Herbs with Love, than a ſtalled Ox 
with hatred. Love is the Womb of Peace, and Hatred is the Mether of | Unquie:- 
nc/s ; as appears by that place, Prov.* 10. 12. Hatred ſtirreth up ſtrife: but 
Love covereth a multitude of Sins. | Didft 
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Didft thou live at the higheſt rate of all content in thine outward man,and 
hadfſt no peace in thy. Soul ; thou couleſt have nothing ble to thee. All thy 
delicacies would havea bitterneſs on thy palate, and a. venom in thy bowels, 
that will never ſuffer thee to have a true joy in any thing,which thou enjoyelt. 
Hadfſt thou but a Dinner of Herbs the loweſt fare, ſuch as the Cattel may 
have together with thee; and hadſt Spiritual peace with it : theſe;:Herbs would 
have ſuch a bleſſing in them, that they would be, as the foud-of Paradiſe was 
ty man, when he had Herbs, and all Green things given him for meat. 

If thine inward man had a ftalled: Ox, thoſe Oxen, which Wiſdom lays, 
Prov. 9. 2. prepared for it ; the ſtrongeſt notions, the higheſt Mjfteries' ſet be- 
fore thine underſtanding : if thow.hadit not the peace of God in theſe, theſe 
could be no Bleſſing ; thy Soul with them would not thrive, it would :be but 
as Pharoah's lean Kine, that devoured the fat ones, and were ſtill, as lean : All 
thy notions, and Myſteries would be bur a tinkling noiſe, an empry /cund vani- 
ſhing without any profit, or laſting pleaſure. | 

But Herbs, the loweſt adminiſtrations, the darkeſt diſcoveries of , Chriſt toge- 
ther with peace, is a Feaſ# of fat things, and Wine upon the Lees, which though 
it have not fo clear manifeſtations, yer may have,as ſweet,and [?rong conſelations, 
, Osj. But now ſome good Soul may cry out : Alaſs ! this fhurs me quite out 
of the Ringdom of God : by this I have nothing of the Glory of God, or of 
His Grace 1n me, or of his Bleſſing goivg along with me, for 1 have no peace. 
My Tears are my Drink, Day, and Night. 

Anſ. Thou art no good Fudge in this cauſe. For thou mayſt be deceived 
two ways, and this is the Tzyo-fold Anſwer, which thou art to make to thine 
own Soul. | 

I. The Kingdom, and the Peace of God may both be grown up to a 
good degree in thee, though thou diſcern them not. | Fol 
2. "The Kingdom, and the Peace of God may be ſown, though they benot 
grown up in thy Soul. | | 

Anſ. 1.” Firſt, the Kingdom, and the Peace of God may be grown up to a 
good degree m thy Soul, though thou diſcern them not. 

Mar. 4 27. The Kingdom of God is compared to Corn,which while a man 
Sleeps and Riſes, Night and Day, Spr.ngs and Grows up,lie knows net how. The 
Image and Peace of the Lord Jeſus may be ſpringing, and well ſprung up in 
ty Spirit, while thou ſſeepeſt in the Darkneſs of ſome Temptation, and halt 
no ſenſe at all of th's Spring, and Growth, taough it be continual, and flouri- 


| | . thing within thee. This is hard to believe, or underſtand,how 1t ſhould: be. Yer 


into a Tyree-7+{d State : v. 2.8. The Yarth bringeth forth fruit of herſelf ; Firſt 


: WI. 4 þ 
thus the Lord telis thee, that his Kinzdem, which 1s Peace: puts forth ifſelt in 
the Groand of thine Heart, and Prc ſpers, and grows 4 tall Plant there, While 
thou halt o ſerfe of it, bur ſleepeſ#; though thou knoweſt not how. _ 

Our Sawonur diſtinguitheth this growth of the Kingdom of Gadin the Soul 


the 
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the  blade' 3 then the Ear ; after that the fall Com mm the Ear. 
'' ''The Earth is the Lord-Jefus in his Earrhly, or Fleſhly Image ; as he is the 
 Grownd qut of which we all Spring forth in our Firſt Srate, or Inape. Hein 
us of. Himſelf ſends forth and'fhoots up his Kingdom naturally in our Souls, as 
Tree, (et or planted #m Him. 4 

The full Corn in the'Exr ; the Ear ; the Blade fignify a Three-fold Evan- 
gelical State 'of a'Saint on Earth, in the Body. | 

The -FiyſÞ is the 'Rojal, or Kingly'State, of which Tam now ſpeaking. "The 
other Ti» are diſtin degrees of the State of Senſhip, or Child hood, as it is dif- 
ferent from the State of a Servant, which hath the Kingdom of God only Son, 
fbr- yet grown up in him. 

1: Firſt, the full Corn im the Ear. This is the Royal State, in which the 
Aerie of the Goſpel are Pupratc, the Spiritual Perſon of the Lord Jeſus in 
all his Proportions is form'd, and puts forth himſelf in the Soul with a fu/neſs, a 
fulnefs of Spiritual Light, Peace, Strength, and joy. Yer all this clearneſs, and 
fulneſs is under a vail, m the Huck ſhil of Fleſh. Ir ts rhe full Corn #» the Ear, 
not threſtt out by Death, and 1mo27d by a Relurrection ; burſtill ſtanding 
in the World. | 
- Thou mayſt have this State in thee, and yet not ſeethe Corn for the Husk : 
but miſtake, and miſ-interpret Chritt in thee ; becauſe rhou ſeeſt the Fleſh till ; 
and feeleſt thy ſelf ſhaken with Winds, and beaten with Storms, as being Kill 
in the oper: Field of this world, | | 
' 2, The Second State is the Ear. Thou mayſt have the Bleſſing, Grace, and 
Glory of. the Lord Jeſus rughing up in thy Spirit to a good height, with great 
ſtore of Sap : thou mayſt be now near to a kind of perfeCtion in Spirituality, 
Yerall this may be ina form of Darkneſs, Emptineſs, and Confuſion. 

Take heed of judging the Stare,in which thou art ; the power,and wertue in 
thee,by the appearance.For fo doing thou maylt call Light, Darkneſs ; becauſe 
it ſhines in the Dark. Be not hike a fooliſh Husbandman, that ſhould look upon 
his Corn'in the Field, when it were new Earez, and ſhould. complain, that all * 
his hopes were caſt away ; that he'had Straw or Graſs, inſtead of Wheat ; be- 
caufe he yet fees not the Corz formed in the Ear. 

3: The Third State is the Blade. Do not deny the Kingdom of God with the 
\ Peacethercof to þe come up in thee; becauſe thou canſt not diſcern it. Tt may 

be truly comevp in thee ; but perhaps *r:s yet in the Blade, in tender, weak, 
low appearances; hardly ſhewing itſelf above-the Cleds of the plowed Earth, 
the trouble'sf thy Viokea heart ; hardly diſtinguiſt from weeds,the workings | 
of the Fleſh-in thee. | ee Oz | 

Now -take this Three-fold Caution.) | | 

1: Caut. Firſt, take heed of over-ſeeing or undervaluing the full Corn, be- 
cauſe ir is ſtill in rhe Ear-or Hask. Donot caſt away from your ſelf the Praiſe 
of Chriſt, apd Joy of Spicit,which belong to a ſtrong, and reigning Chriſtian 


becauſe 


bectuſe yorhave Sirone, dhd r25in; 
O41, Cart. eh = Reſuſe SS acktio E Jefi 1 the” Er. ; 
becaiſe yob have not yet the full Corn. WE? 
2. Cart Thirdly : Derly nor Jefus, Chriſt'to have appeared itt yott7'be-' 

cauſe-he is as ye& only in the Blade or tendef Herb. _ © oy os 

Thus T have diſcourgd upon the Firſt Anſwer ts a Doubting Soul. * 

Anf. 2. The Second Aufwe is this: The Kinpdom, and Peace of God may bt 
ſown, though they be not grown up in thy Soul. You myſt diſtinguiſh herween 
the DeviPs Madmen, and God's Mourners. | Ty {8 

1. The Devifs Madmen are fuch,as throw abroad Swords,and Fire-brarids 
1; the midft of their own Spirits, and ſay ; Are we not ' in Feſt ? They toſs 
Vanity up and down 1n their Souls, and Lives; they brandifh,znd blaze their 
Pride, Paflion, and Luſts: 'Theſe are their Peace, and Kingdom ; their Pleaſures, - 
and Glories. Bnt they have no ſenfe of the Peace of God, and his Bungee. 
They underſtand not how they drive thefe far from their Souls, afd Kin 
Fire of Hell-rotments in their Hearts, while they roul themſelves. n' carnal fe- 
curity, and Fleſhly Pleaſures. Againſt theſe rhjs uſe is directed, and the Ter- 
rours of God are diſcovered. | | 

2. But Secondly, there are God*s Mourners, holy Souls, which can take no 
Toy in any Worldly thing, becaufe they have no ſenſe of the Peace of .God in 
their Spirits. Theſe good Hearts are cloth'd with a Garment of  Heavineſs,. 
bur that Garment-is as a vail only upon the Beauty of Jeſus Chrift,which is of” 


, 


- a Truth im their Hearts, though as yer it he h'd from their Eyes. And there- 


fore their Eyes are full of Tears, they go on weeping ; but they carry their, 
precious Seed with them in the Secret of their Souls. ea 
Theſe are Gods Mowrners, and theſe are 9 apply to themſelyes, that ſweet 
Promiſe, Eſ. 57. 18. I have ſeen his ways, I will heal bims ; 1 will lead him 
alſo, and Twill reſtore Peace to him, and ts bis Meurners, the verſe before was :, 
For the iniquities of his Covetouſneſs I a; Wroth with him, and {mote him : 
bid me, and was Wroth, and he went on ſfrowardly in the way of | bis Heart. 
How abſolute, how ſweet, how full is this Promiſe ? What abjeQion canſt 
thou make againſt thy felf, which the Lord doth not” here punAtually anſwer ? 
I. Objef?. Thou ſayeſt : have been very finful;and till continue ſo. Mer- 
cies, Judgments do me no good; but make me more wariton, "or - more froward 
in an evil way. An{. Hark, the Lord tells thee, that he knows all this, 'He 
bath ſeen t%y ways, the Evil of thy ways, and every Aggravation of the Evil- 
= them: yer he faith : I 24!l heal thee. He undertakes to be Himſelf thy Phy- 
cian, 4 ol 
2. Object. But thu crzeſt cut :T am Sick with my Luſts-; Iam wounded' 
with miſerics, I am broken with horrours. And I have no Strength. to recover 
wy ſelf put of any of theie. Anſi But the Lord Jeſus faith:-T il heal thes 
of all thz/s Evits, of thy Sins, thy Sorrows, and thy Fears. T will d6 it fur thee, 


Ul 


by mine own Rizh: Hand, and for mine 0wn Sake. N 2 . 3- Obp. 
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- 2- Obj. Still thou objeFe inſt thine own Mercies, and complaineſt ; 

ths Pang knowelt mig Cheri , nor the way = Him : Or: if thou 
didſt ; thou haſt neither Will, nor Power to come to him, that thou mayſt 
be healed by Him. Ar/. - Burt what faith the Loged ru thee? I 24ll lead thee 
alſo: 1 will firſt come to thee, I will ſtretch out my Hand towards thee, and 
rake hold of thy Spirit, I will draw thee towards my ſelf, I will direct thee in 
the right Paths of my Love, I will bear thee up in the way, that thou ſhalt 
not fall in: it, nor fall from it. 

Obj. But thy Melancholy, Dark, and Sullen thoughts ſtil] abound in 
thee, and ſuffer thee to have no Peace, Theſe hill thee with Fears, and 'Trem- 
blings, that thou canſt not take comfort in any thing. Anſ: But God will 
reftore comfort to thee, and to thy Mourners, He will bring again, that Comfort, 
- which thou had(t oncein thy Spirit, -which thou hadſt in Paradiſe. It is now 
but laid aſide, hid, ſown in thee. God will bring it forth to Light, and fer it 
before thee, and make it to/grow up out of thine own Spirit, n the fight of 
thy Spirit,and in the fight oF all thy Mourners ; all thoſe melancholy thoughts, 
which now fill thee with ſo much heavineſs. 

I will reſtore Comfort : Saith God. "The Comfort, the Joy, for the want of 
which thou Mourneſt, is :>jne already, it was thine Eternally, it was the Grace 
given to thee before all times in Feſns Chriſt, as St. Paul ſpeaks to Timothy. Bux 
as-the Trees were firſt in the Creation, and then the Seed, and then again the 
Trees are reſtored to themſelyes out of their Seed. So thy Comforts have been 
hid in thine Heart, in which they lye in their proper Seed, and out of which 
God will make them to grow up, and fo reſtore them to thee, and thee to thy. 
Spiritual, and Heavenly felf. 

Thus much for the Second Anſwer : The Peace, and the Kingdom of God 
may be ſown though they be not grown up in thee, 

SoI have done with the Firſt Spit to be ſilenc'd in the Soul that ſhe may 
have Peace ; which is the Spirit of Wrath from God. 

' 2. The Spirit of the Devil. This is the Second Spirit to be ſilenced in the Soul 
far her Spiritual Peace. Read thoſe Verſes, Pſal. 4.6. 2. 3. Therefore we will 
not fear, though the Earth be removed : and though the Mountains be carryed into 
the midſt of the Sea. Though the Waters thereof roar, and the Mcuntains ſhake 
with the ſwelling thereof. Selah. In the verſe following you read of a River, 
whoſe ſtreams refreſh the City of God. "This River is clearly the Spirit of God. 
Thus Sea then, which troubles the Earth, muſt be the Spirit of the Dewil, the 
Natural Power of Darkneſs in the Creature, which, while it kept its own place, 
and order, had a Beauty in it/; but for/aking its own habitation,as St. Fude ſpear 
keth, it brings Confuſion. | | 

You may confirm that ſenſe of the Seg in this place, by comparing 'T'wo, 
or 'Three places of Scripture more, one with another. 

Gen. 1. 2. That Darkneſs, out of which the Ligut, and Strength of the 

| | Crea- 
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Creature was firſt raiſed, is expreſs'd by. a. Sea; Darkneſs was up the Face 
of the Deep, and the Spirit of God moved upon the Face of the Waters, 

Rewel. 20.'.3. The ue caſts the Devil into the Bottomleſs Pit. "The 
Word here, which is tranſlated Bottomleſs Pit, &fuanc anſwers in Greek,to that 
in Hebrew, Tehom ; which 1s expounded, the Deep, in that Firſf of Geneſis. 
And the Sea is frequently called by this Name thorough the Scriptures ; Tebim; 
” ABugoo; ; The Deep. The Devil was caſt down into the great Deep of his 
own Darkneſs, and ſhut up there. | 

Revel. 21. 1. T1 fſaw @ new Heaven, and anew Earth, and there was no 
more Sea. The Spirit of the Devil,and the Power of Darkneſs was now ſhut 
in irſelf,and no-more troubled the Peace and Beauty of the Creature. Thoug 
there was ſtill Night, and Day; Darkneſs, and Light ; yet there was no more 
Sea, the Darkneſs, was as a ſweet Calm Stream n——_— the Earth,and ming- 
led with the Light of Life. 

This Sea of Darkneſs,and confuſion lies at the bottom of the Spirit of every 
man »aturalh.It encompaſſeth us on every ſide. This often opens itſelf u 
us, and the Mountains of all our Strength, Joy or Glory are ſwallowed up in 
the midſt of it. 

When the Waters of this Sea, evil Spirits roar upon our Souls ; they fill 
them with Fear, amazement, and Horrour. 

The Sea is accounted the Cauſe of Earth-quakes. The Earth ina Man, all 
the Foundations of his Life, and Joy are violently ſhaken in him, when this 
Sea {wells beneath them. . | 

What Peace, what Eſtabliſhment can there be to the Soul,while this Power 
of Darkneſs rageth? As the World ſhall have no Peace, till it be bound up 
inits own Deep, ſo neither can the Soul. | 

This is the Second Spirit to be ſilenced. 

; The Spirit of a Manin Himſelf. Before the Soul can have Peace, her 
own Spirit mult be ſilent in the midſt of her. 

Pſal. 4. 4. We have this advice givenus : Commune with your own Heart: 
wpin your Bed, and be ſtill. "This feems to be a Contradiftion Commune, and be 
ſti}. But the Selah added, points out a more hidden ſenſe. 

_ are Two Terms in this Scripture,which have a various Senſe; Heart,and 
Bea, | 

I. Heart. Commune with your Hearts. What is the Heart? The Heart is 
the Inward Principle, the Life-Principle. 

I. The Heart is the Imward Principle. So you read of the Heart of the Sea, 
Exod. 15. 8. anil the Heart o the Earth, Mat. 12. 4.0. 

Mark 7. 18. Whatſoever thing cometh from without, defileth not the Man. 
V. 19. Becauſe it entreth not into thy Heart, bat into thy Belly ;, and paſſeth into 
the Draughts. v, 21, From within,from the Heart of men proceed Evil thoughts, 
Adulteries, &C. | 

The 
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The Meats, which we'tike in front without, teach rhe Body all the parts 
of it.; and rhey reach rhe Sou}, as' it hives in the Body, working" apoen it, - and 
making changes in it." Both theſe then are the Belly, the Outward Mar, which 
is maintained from an Oirward Principle, and pafſerh away into the" Dwf#; and 
Darkneſs. 5 - P- I M2$K% His 

But 2 Heart is more Inward, and Immutable. Tt js that,” which abides in 
the Inviſible part of things, - and is that Hidden Sprmg, the Praciple* both of 
oe and Body. . _ © | 2201f 7 | O28. IV 
' This Heart "iti the Natural May is the Spirit "of Man, in the” Spirit of the 
Devil, orfin the Spirit of Divine Wrath ;or rather in borh. So from; the Heart 
* core evil thoughrs. $6 St. *fohn faith, 1 Fohn. 3: 20. If our Hearrs condems- 
#5, God is preater than our Hearts and knoweth all things.But if our Hearts com 
demn us nor, then have we confidence before God. Every man hath in him a Prin- 
ciple more. Imward, than the Spirit of the Devil, which is the Spirit of God, 'as 
it cones forth into his Spirit, and gives his Spirit, a Created Inviſible, Immortal 
' Being in itfelf among Angels. $ns Tagen | 

This is that Heart of man, with'which he 1s to commmne, this is the Seat of 
Fuſtification, or Condemnation : The Spirit of Mans it lives above m the Spirit 
of God, according io. his Wrath, or his Love : Or the Spirit of God, as it be- 
comes.the Principle of Nature, a Principle in the Spirit of Man. 

If this Heart condemn. us; that 1s, the Spirit of God, as ir is the Principle of 
our Spirits: God is greater than our Hearts: that'is, the - mp of God, asit is 
in itſelf, above our Spirits, hath a greater Fulneſs of Majeſty, and Light m + 
{elf, where it is, as the Lighrtin the Sun ; when asin our Spints, 1s, bur: as the 
Light in the Srar. If therefore it reſtifie J/7arh to us in this rclation, m which 
It is, but as a Gſance ; it ſhall more fully teſtify wrath againſt us in thar State 
in which it is the Full Glory.) As it isa Principle m our Spirits it opens itſelf 
truly, but imperfe&1y : ina right Senſe ; but in a part only of its own Senſe. 
Bur. as it is 72 zſelf, it knows. all things; it opens irfcif to the utmoſt of its 
own ſenſe, and eternal purpoſe. 

A man ſhould neither comfort, nor condemn himſelf from the language of 
his own Spirit, as it lives inthe Outward Soul, or Body, and fpeaks of 77s on. 
[This Spirit ſhould be ent, and ſtill. 

But we are to commune with the Divine Principle in us, with our Spirits, as 
they dwell within, in the Spirit of God. For fo the Spirit of God, and our 
Spirits, are twiſted in One, make One Heart, teſtify One thing, and'thar truly, 
whether it be for Life, or for Death ;' from 1ath or from Love. © 

For the Spirit of God, and of Man in this Principle, are an Image of the 
Spirit of God,as it is abſolute, and ſupream in the God-Head. | 

But there is a Heart, within this Heart. 'This Heart is a Principle of Life or 
Death, Love or Wrath. There 15 within this a Heart, which is the Life-Princi- . 
ciple, and the Lowe-Principle. s 
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S MOOT Prov. 4. 23. Keep thy Heart with all 
Diligence : for out "of it are the Tues of Life. What: is this Heart, which we 
are to keep, when we are to deny our ſelves? Were to keepit,not with Cantion 
to preſerve our ſelves from it ; but with: Confidence, to' preſerve our ſelves by it; 
his place of m_Os is like that before it, Prov. 4. 3. Where Solomon ſpeak- 
ing of W/dom, or Inſtrutfie:, faith: Keep her, for fhe is thy Life. 5.5 
. Jeſus Chrift as he is in rhe Spirit, .s our Lyfe-Primciple, Coloſ. 9. 4. When 
Chriſt, who is eur Life oped! oh | hte. - 

He is the Treaſure of - our Hearts, and our trueſt Heart. For from Himyas He 
is in'the Spirituality of his own'Perſdn, are the Jes, the Out-goings, of owr 
Life, Mat. 6. 21. Where your Treaſure is, there will your 'Hearts be alſo. Our 
Treaſure, and our Hearts are both with Jeſus Chriſt'in Heaven,' Colof. 3. 2: 

The Heart, 1 the Yreaſory of all good things. A good man ont of the good 
Treaſury of his Heart bringeth forth good things; Mat. 12. 35: Jeſus Chriſt 
is this Heart, which hath the Treaſure in it. For in him are all the Treaſares of 
Wiſdom, and Knowledge hid, Colof. 2. 3. nates et nh. 

Jefas Chriſt is the Hear?. as he is the -Head of Man, 1 Corin. #1. 3. The 
Heal of 'every Man is Chrift + The Head of Chrift is God. * | | 

The Lord Jeſus, as he is the Heavenly Man, is the moſt proper Head, and 
Heart of man: the Firſt Principle before all others, the moſt ward Principle 
lying within, and beneath all other Principles; the Life-Prineiple.”” 

Thus we ſee, what the Heart 1s. 

1, Jeſus Chriſt, as He puts forth Himſelf -in the Nataral Spirit of Man, to 
be the Principle of Nature either, in a Power of Wrath, or Love. fl 
2, Jeſus Chriſt; as He is'm his own Heavenly'Spirit, and Perſon,compre- 
hending the Life, Perfe&tion, and Blefledneſs of Man. in Himſelf, as in aDi- - 
vine Root, or Treaſury. 

2. | The Bed. Tis is the Second thing,of which we areto ſeek the meaning. 
We read of a Bed of Tribulation, Revel, 2. 2.2. This Bed is a Spirit of Dark- 
neſs, Weakneſs, Woe, and Torment. | 

We read of a Bed in Tribulation, which God prepares for thoſe, whom he 
loves, P/al. 41. 3. Thou wilt make all his Bed in his Sickneſs, or, Thou 
wilt turn it, the Inſide of Peace, Love, and Glory, for the Outfide of Pain,and 
Trouble : or thou wilt change it from a Bed of Languiſhings,into a Bed of Reſt, 
ora Bed of Love.. 

Weread of Beds of Foy, and Glory, Pal. 149.5. Let the Saints be joyful 
i Glory, let them Sing aloud on their Beds. | 

In the Canticles there is mention made of the Bed of Chriſt, and His Spouſe : 
Can. 1. 16. Our bed is Green. "There is alſo Solomons Bed, who was a Type 
of the Heavenly Bridegroom, Cant. 3. 7. Behold his Bed, which is Solomons, 
threeſccre valiant men are about it, of the waliant men of Iſrael. 

This Bed. is the Spiris of the Lord Jeſus, which ſhines forth, and buds with 
| | Sweet» - 
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Sweetneſs, and Beauty, which goes forth in the midſt of the Angels, cloathing 
iſelf with thoſe Mighty, and Glorious Spirits. This Spirit draws the Soul 
forth from the T'umults of the Fleſh, rakes her off from her own Strength,and 
caſts her upon itſelf, as upon a Bed of Reſt. 

By this time we ſee, what the Holy Ghoſt means by the Heart, and the Bed. 

Let us now return to that place of that P/almiſt, tor the opening of which 
we have brought in all theſe Scriptures, P/al.-4. 4. Commune with your own 
Heart upon your Bed, and be ſtill: that is, diſcourſe not with your Spirit, as it 
lives in this Body, upon theſe Outward Appearances. For fo it is one with the 
Strange Woman, itis a Strange Heart : it 1s a Fountain, that makes itſelf -com- 
mon, and dehles itſelf ;. it is not your own Fountain alone, your own Heart ; but 
a wandring, falſe, lying Hears. | * IPO 

Retire your ſelf into your Chamber,in which the\Candle of the Lord ſhines; 
that is, into your Spirit, as it hath the Spirit of God, for the Spring of Natw- 
r2l Light, and Life in it. Here wait quietly, and filently for the openings of the 
Spirit of God in the ſecret Voice of Nature within you. 

But, ſtay not, here, Szlence this Spirit too, draw your ſelf yet more inward, 
into the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus, as He js the Inward Man, within, the more 
inward than, the ſecreteſt Retirements of the Natural Spirit. 

Here caſt thy ſelf upon thy Bed in thy Heart,and commune with thy Heart 
upon thy Bed. "This is thy Bed, and thy Heart both in one. Here lay thy ſelf 
at Reſt, upon this Spirit, which is the Comforter ; adviſe with this Spirit, which 
is the only Counſellor, the Spirit of Truth. So be thouſtill, let thine own Spirit, 
the Spirit of this World, and Nature in thee be filent. * #- 

He that thus hearkens in Sz/ence,what the Lord will ſay, ſhall certainly hear 
him ſpeak Peace to his Saints. | 

The Spiritof God in thy Natural Man may ſpeak of F/rath to thee; and 
God will confirm that voice of Wrath in the Spirit of thy Natural Man. And 
ſo here thou canſt find no Bed to comfort thee. Bur go a little beyond thy Na- 
tural Man, and thou ſhalt meet with the Spirit of God,as it 1s in its own Free- 
dom, and Fulneſs in the Lord Jefus.Here is a Bed ready prepared for thee. Now 
filence thine own Spirit for ever ; and hear no more, what the Spirit in thine 
own Spirit ſpeaks; bur, whar this Spirit ſpeaks, as it 1s here, 2 Oh Chriſt ; 
and this Spirit will certainly make thee to hear the voice of Joy,and Gladneſs, 
"Thus the Lord giveth his Beloved Reſt : not in themſelves, but in Himſelf. 

Ll have now Foiſhed the Eirſt Part of Spiritual Peace, which 1s Silence ; the 
Silencing of a Three-fold Spirit ; the Spirit of Wrath from God ; the Spirit of 
the Dev:l; the Spirizx of Man. | 

2. Part: Satisfaftion. The Second Part of Spiritual Peace 18 Satisfation. 
This conſiſts in Two Things.” 

I. A Sweet League with all things. 
2. ASatisfaftory Reſt in this League. 
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1. A Sweet League with all things. "There can be no Satisfattion, 
where there is any thing wag, and not made np; or any thing Crooked, and 
not made ſtraight : as Solomon ſpeaks, Eccl. 1. 15. There is no Satisfatin, 
where there is Diviſion, or Contention. 

Fobs Friends promiſerh this Satisfa#ion to Fob, Fob 5. 2.3. Thou ſhalt be is 
League with the Stones of the Field,and the Beaſts of the Field ſhall be at Peace 
with thee. v, 2.4. And thou ſhalt know, that thy Tabernacle ſball be in Peace. 
Behold a League wich all things below thee, Beeſ?s, and Stones : Principles,and 
bs of Life deſcending are the Beaſts : The Stones are the Principles 
and Appearances of Darkneſs deſcended to the loweſt , the Dead Images of 
things. Behold a League here with all things above thee ; r&y Tabernacle ſhall 
be in Peace. The Powers above thee are thy Tabernacle : "The Angels are thy 
Tabernacle, God is thy Tabernacle. Thou ſhalt dwell peaceably in theſe. 'Thele 
ſhall be in Peace, not in ſtormy or fiery Appearances upon thee. 

Behold a League with all Times, with E:ernity : Thou ſhalt know, that thy 
Tabernacle ſhall be in Peace. Thou ſha't not fear, what is to come; becauſeall 
Times to come ſhall be in Covenant with thee. Whatever Times come to 0+ 
thers, ſtill thy Tabernacle, thy Angel, thy God ſhall be peace upon thee ; and 
this thou ſhalt know before hand. 

This is that League with all things, which Fobs Friend promiſeth to him, 
without which there can be no Satisfa#ion or Peace. - 

Leſt. But you will perhaps ask me, how this L-agueis made. 

Hnſ. 1 anſwer, that it is made by living in the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt. This 
Spirit i you 1sthis League or Covenant. For the Spirit is the Unity, and hath 
the Band of Peace in itlelf, Epbeſ. 4. 3. 

The Lord, who is the Spirit,is calPd,the God of the Spirits of a'l Fleſh, Num. 

16, 1%. and 27. 16. "This place agrees with that, Luk. 20. 38. God 2s the 
God of the Living, not of the Dead, for all thmgs live to Him. 
* Asour Saviour ſaid ; rhat Little Children had their Angels, which beheld the 
Face of God in Heaven: So it is moſt true, that each Fjeſbly Appearance hath 
:t3 Spirit in which it lives with, and to God. Every Beaſt, or Stone hath its 
Angel, in which it is comprebended after a Irving manner, and by whichir is go- 
verned, Every Angel hath its Spirit in Jeſus Chriſt, which itſelf is again cor- 
Srehended after a Divine manner, and by which it is entirely managed. 

Thus the Spirits of all things are in the Sprrit of Jeſus Chriſt. The Spirir 
of every Creature, which is the Scepter, that ſways it, the Law- giver to it, 1310 
the hand of the Spirit of Chriſt, and goes forth from between his Feer. 

If then thou would(t be in League with all things, and at Peace with them: 
be thou Oze Spirit with Jcſus' Chriſt 3 ſo all Things, and Times ſhall be One 
Spirit with thee ;and this Unity of Spirit is the Bond of Peace. | 

To be Spiritually-minded is Life, and Peace, Rom.'8. 6. If thou wouldſt live 
comfortably, take heed of dwwclling in the Fleſul; Tabernacle, inthe Fleſhly Sa- 
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'vour, and relliſhof things. Let thy underſtanding,and Soul abide in the Spirit 
of God. So thou ſhalt converſe-always, every where with /vely,” and lovely 
Objects.. All things round about thee, within thee,. without thee, ſhall have 
Life, and a Harmony, a Tuneableneſs with themſelves, and with thy Spirit,' a 
'PeaceSfiilneſs in their Life. All things ſhall have an Angelical Life and Sweet- 
[neſs to-thee as = have to the Ele& Angels. All things ſhall have a Divine 
Life and Sweetnels ro thee, as they have to God. 
| This 1s the Firſt thing, in which Satisfattion conliſts, a Seer League with 
all things. 
2. = Satisfatory Reſt in this League. This is the Second Thing, in which 
"the SatisfaF#ion of Spiritual Peace conlifts. 

Ef. 14. 3. And it ſball come togpaſs in that day; the Lord ſhall give thee Reſt 
"from thy Sorrow, and from thy Fear, and from thy hard Bondage, wherein thou 
waſt made to ſerve. . . 
> | Poor Soul ! while thou liveſt in the Darkneſs of Fleſhly things, thou haſt 
Sorrow breaking thee by the Oppretſion of preſent Evils, thou haſt Fear pur. 

' Taing thee with the expectation of more Evils yet to come,thou haſt thyDetires 
" Earried forth unceſlantly, and violently toward thoſe ObjeRts which cannot fa- 
risfy, but divide, diſappoint, \and diſtract rhem, making them to labour under a 
"hard Bondage, to work in the' Fire, and feed on the Wind. 
But when the Day of the,Lord, the Day of the Spirit comes ; then the Soul 
1s #2 Covenant with all things; the hathall Evils ſubdued to her,fo her Paſſionate 
part is Satished, andcalm ; ſhe hath: all good things freely to enjoy, fo her De- 
frres are at reſt in the boſom of their proper Objetts ; thus the whole Soul hath 
Peace, all her Faculties acquzeſce in their ſeveral PerfeCtions,all her Powers move 
with a full Complacency in their ſeveral Operations. 
| Thus that is made good which is propheliedin another place, Eſ. 32. 17. 
The work of Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace, and the Effect of Righteouſneſs, Duiet- 
neſs, and Aſſurance for ever. \When thou haſt the Lord Jeſus in the Spirit, then 
thou haſt Righteouſneſs brought forth to victory in thee. For all things are then 
gathered up into One Body, or Fulneſs of Divine Glory in thy Soul. Now thou 
haſt Peace with .2uietneſs, and Aſſurance for ever. This is the SatisfaFory Reſt, 
whe! no Paſſion hath any thing, to diſturb it, no Deſire wants any thing to 
diftraf it. Bur all is quiet in the Soul for preſent, and aſſured to Eternity. "This 
God doth,when he brings us into lus Kiugdom,which is the Unity of the Spirit. 
" Thus much for the Second Property of the Kingdom of God, which is Peace 
in the Two Parts of it, Silence, and Satisfattion. | 
| .  Apphication. - 
Uſe. 1. Dire&ion. If you would have Peace, underſtand, and diſtinguiſh 
rightly the Grounds of your trouble. As they are Three,fo you ſhall know them 
by their ſeveral ways of working. 
x, Ground. TheSparit of Wrath from God hath its way of Working in 
| | Be. 08 the 
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rhe Sout petuliar:to ſelf.” Is. makes preſent Imprefione'of ”Trquble,y..andT ere 
rour. Bo dat with an. Abfolemyan A birarinſy laying a, remaes 
drawing-no Conclyſrons-.. 9 7 >3 Bidguods out mSIW ST Ik 7 FEA. 
This was the great Difpute'between'Fob,arid-his Friends. Fob complained 
that God ſet a Watch over him; a Spirit of [treable, that; ſhould ſuffer: him to 
take no Reſt; no way,-on no fide : that He.ſcar'd-bim aun lifiens,and frighted 
him with Dreams ; God appointed a Spirit. ayer him, which 1d him tleeping 
and waking with dreadtui-Appearances; Jadyr7 12." I 4, I art] 
Fobs Friends charge him to have Iniquity in his Hand, Fob-11. 24And 
Hypocriſy in his Heart, 7o&+1'3« rotheewilſe fay they: Thou: ſhouldſt ave 
proſper d ſtill ; thy hopes ſhou/dnet thus have periſhed. . So they laid Premiſes to 
the Hrath of God, which fell upan;Fob. ..+. .: | £04 
On the othevd1de Fob maintains ; the. Vanity of this Lite, where+all things 
fall alike to all : the Abſeluteneſs of God, who dealsalike with all, at Pleaſure: 
the Slightneſs, and Shadowineſs of Manin.this Flefhly. State, where God alike 
[ſweeps away the Lives, and Clories of all ſorts of. 'men, as Shadows : The Ex- 
cellency of AfMfiiftions im the Saints: the Propriety of this State of things,which 
is properly ſubject to the Principalities, and Powers of Darkneſs, Fob 9. 22. 
22. 24+. He deſtroyeth the Perfett,and the Wicked. None therefore can ſay,that 
any Sufferings are a Srgn of. a Reprobate:Man, or of Hatred. in God. If the 
Scourge ſlay ſuddenly, be will laugh at the Tryal of the Innocent. God will laugh 
at the miſeries of a Good man, as being, but a Melancholy Dream, when the 
Man is alleep, which wakes him, and he finds himſelf well in Glory.The Earth 
35 gruen into the Hand of the Wicked, and hath covered the face of the Fudges 
of it. It is 1mproper to expect any thing right in 7hzs State, which 1s the Seaſon 
or Darkneſs, and the time of the Reign of thoſe Spirits which are the Powers 
of Darkneſs, under whom the good Angels are yailed, and impriſoned. ” ” 
Thus Fob ſhews his Friends how they plead deceitfully for God. And Fob 
hath this Teſtimony given him by God, that his Friends had nit ſpoken right 
things of God, as' he had done. q | | | "$*f 
+: Fob would grant, that he had ſinn'd. But the Lord could forgive him all 
hw Sins, and he knew, His. Redeemer liw/d, his Record was on High. He would 
never.grant that his Sufferings were any Argumert of his Sinfulneſs, or want 
.of - Sincerity::n him. + Ps 
-Feremycomplains, Lamen. 3. 6. He hath ſet. me.in dark places,.as they that 
be dead of old. The Spirit of Wrath from God can make itſelf a Priſon of Dark- 
neſs to' thee, depriving. thee of all the Sweet, Comfortable, - Lighrſfom Ap- 
pearances of things ; leaving thee only Shady, Frightful, Empty, Melancholy 
Shapes havering.abour thee, as they that are Dead. "This Spirit can keep thee in 
this Darkneſs, that-thou ſhalt find no way out of it, by Friends, Ordinances, 
Prayers, Endeavours of thy Spirit-within thee. This Spirit can bind. thee faſt 
up 1n itſelf, fit heavy upon thee, nk thee ſtill lower, as. a Chain.. So he Foes 
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on complaniing, v. 7. He hath hedg'd me about ; he hath made my Chain heavy. 

But te Spirat of Wrath from od never draws forth any uncomfortable Cows 
cluſions for Eternity. No when ſuch thoughts as theſe ariſe: I ay: caſt away for 
ever © Tſhall be eternally damri'd in Hell. Theſe thoughts are not from the Spirit 
of God, but from ſome other Spirit. And ſo Feremy brings them in. v. 18. 
T ſaid ; my Hope, and my Strength is ak we from the Lord, Ir is not: He, the 
Lord (aid, though he were\m His Wrath : bur, I ſaid. | 

Thus we ſee, how we may know, when the Spiris of Wrath from God is the 
Grownd of our Inward Trouble. 

There is a Four-fuld Remedy againſt this Trouble. 

I. Remedy: Reſiznation. Say in the midſt of this Darkneſs, and Fear : I: 
x the Lord, let him do, whatſocver pleaſeth bim. T am in His arms, theſe are Hws 
ways with me. Can the fame Fountain bring forth Bitter, and Sweet Waters ? 
Be not deceived, be not diſturbed O my Soul, but leave thy ſelf with God, as 
a Faithful Creator ; let him make, what He will of thee. The Word of the Lord, 
every Appearance, in which God comes forth unto thee, # good. Fear not to 
recave him, and to fit down, though it be in Darkneſs: for then thou fitteſt 
under bis Shadow. Only neither take from, nor add to his Words, or Appearan- 
ces in thee ; by the Suggeſtions of any other Spirit. 

2. Remedy: Retirement. Withdraw from the Fleſhly Man, together with 
this Pilar of Clouds and Fire ; which fits upon that. Draw thy Spirit up to 
the Unchangeable Spirit of Glory, and the State of thy Spiritual Man in that 
Glory. So did Fob : My Record is on High. Appeal from that "Teſtimony, or 
Diſcovery, which God gives of Himſelf below in thy Earthly Man; to that 
Teſtimony, or Diſcovery, which God gives of thee, above, in the Simplicity, 
and Nakedneſs of His Divine Nature. So did Paul : Of ſuch a man I will boaſt ; 
4 man caught up into the Third Heavens, into Paradiſe. Though thou canſt ſee 
nothing but anger, and frowns in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, as thou ſeeſt that 
in thy Fleſh below : yet thou mayſt ſee Joys and Glories in thy ſelf, as thou 
ſeeſt thy Perſon in the Heavenly Perſon of the Lord Jeſus above. 

3- Remed) : Prayer. Cry to God continually for 'I'wo "Things: Firf, 
that He onld take bis Hand off from yeu. No means, or Power can remove 
your Trouble, till the Hand of God be removed, "Tis that, holds down your 
Eyes, that you cannot ſee the Light of Comfort. Noart, or force, can remove 
the Hand of God, till Himſelf pleaſe to do it : 'The Second is, that He would 
turn unto thee. | 

4- Remedy: Wartmg. Submit, and Wait. I waited patiently for the Lord, 
2d be inclined unto me: Saith David. Give the Lord leave firſt to fit down 
Himſelf, and Feaſt on his own Will, and thy Cumforts ; while thou waiteſt,and 
maniſtreſt all thy Peace, and Strength to Him ; then will God fay to thee: Sir 
thou down,and Feaſt thy Will in mine,upon thy Joys rogether with mine. 

So muck for the Diſcovery, and Remedies of the Firſt Grownd of Inward 
Trouble. 2. Greund : 
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2. Ground : The Spirit of the Devil, whenhe is the cauſe of Trouble,mani- 
feſts himſelf by his Lying Arts; and Murthering Aims. He increaſcth thy 
Feelings by Fears, and thy Darkneſs by falſe Reaſonmgs. He would teach thee , 
to argue againſt thy ſelf from the preſent Anger ot the Lord towards thee 
that he eternally hates thee. He would teach thee to diſpute againſt thy ſelf; thar 
no Sufferings are like unto thine,and therefore never any Sinner like unto thee. 
What clear Falſhoods are theſe, when God plainly athrms in his word : that . 
All things come alike to all, and no man can know either Love, or Hatred by any 
thing under the Sun? 

The Dewi] is ever drawing Inferences of Deſpair from Deſertions, prompting 
thee to ſuch Language, as this in thy Spirit : This Evil 3s from the Lord ; why 
ſhould I wait any louger upon him ? There is no hope for me in God. 

Thus the Devil is known by Lies leading to Deſpair,which leads to Death, 
and Deſftrudion. 

There is one Remedy againſt this Ground of Trouble befides thoſe mentio- 
ned before , and thar is this: Refiſt the Devil, and he will fly from you, 

Beat back his Suggeſtions, by ſtopping your Ears againſt them.: Anſwer * 
him, that he #5 zhe Accuſer of the Father, and the Brethren one to another. When 
he puts into you Dark thoughts of God ; Deſpairing thoughts towards God ; 
that he is a Lyar, and a Murtherer. But God is Lzghr, and there is no Darkneſs 
in Him: God is Love, aad Fury isnot in Him. All theſe Fears are thy weak- 
2e/s, and thy Low Eſtate, in which thou ſuffereſt with Jeſus Chriſt. 

3. Property. The Third Property in the Kingdom of God is Foy. St. Paul 
in 1 Theſ. 2.19, 20. joynstheſe Two, Foy, and a Crown : Ne are my Foy, and 
my Crown. 

Spiritual Foy hath Three Parts. 

1. The Exaltation of the Soul. 2. "The Enlargement. 3. The 4%; 
. vity of the Soul in God. | 

I. Part: "The Exaltation of the Soul in God 1s Tawo-fold. 

1, There isa Spiritual Exaltation of the Soul over her Spiritual Enemies. 
2. Chron. 20.2.7,lt is ſaid of Fehboſhaphat, and all Iſrael, that, they returned to 
Feruſalem with joy. For God had made them to rejoyce over all their Enemies. 
This is a Figure of the Souls Joy over her Spiritual Enemies ; when Jeſus Chriſt: 
brings her, as a Conqueror into the Spirit, which is the Feruſalem above. 

This Exaltation, and Foy is deſcribed in the Perſon of our Lord Jeſus : Coleſc 
2. 15. He ſpoyled Principalities and Powers,making a ſhew of them openly trium- 
phing over them. Thus 1s her Royal State, ſet above the Principalities of Hell, 
the Powers of Darkneſs; Corruptions, Temptations, Death, and Devils. She ſees 
them ſet under her Feet, that 1s, beneath her loweſt Appearance ; She ſees them 
poyled of all power to hurt, and glory to tempt her. She ſhews them, and makes 
hem manifeſt in the Light of God. She 7riaumphs over them, exalts herſelf, 
and rejoyceth over them ; raifing a Joy,and a Praiſe to herſelf,and her Saviour 
out if chm | This 
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{| This 18 the Firf Exaltation of the Soul in her Spiritual Foy.  - 

2. The Second is the Exaltation of the Soul 70: the Spiritual State of Jefus 
Chriſt. 'T'his is fer forth in a Parable, by our Lord Feſus : Mat. 25. 23. The 
Lord faith to him that had jemproved, and multiplyed his Talen:s : Well 
done, thou good, and Faithful Servant ; thou haſt been Fauthful in a few things, 
I wil make thee ruler over many :) enter theu into the Foy of thy Lord. Here 1s a 
Rule, and a Foy : the Kingdom, and the Foy of the Lord. To both theic the 
Saul is at once exalted with her Lord. | 

This Parable is worth our ffay upon it tor a while, The Opcring of it will 
add much Light to this Particular of Spiritual Foy. 

A Chriſtian hath a T»o-fold State on Earth. 

I. State of ſad Employment. 2. State of ſweet Enjoyment. 

I. A Chriſtian hath a Stareof ſad Empleyment in a Two fold Seaſon ; while 

he is a Servant ; and while he ts a So, before he is yet paſt the growth of a 


152 Servant. He then lives under Legal Adminiſtraticns, which are the Mani- 


to till the Ground, and to cat his Bread in the Sweat of his Brews. So a Saint 
in this Sea/07 is put to dig into the Earthly Image, and to tecd upon the Bread 
of Heaven in the toil, and labour of his Natural Principles. 

2. S:9/on. The other Seaſon of a Saints ſad Employment 1s, when he 1s a Sen, 
but not yet grown up.out of the Age of a Young Man, to thatof a Father, 
or a K2g. Now he hath in his Soul the Evangelical Appearances of God, and 
Jcius Chriſt. But he bath then), after a FliſLl[y manner, and in a Ficſhly way. 
"Theſe Appearances are the Five Talmts. The Lord Jeſus, while he was 1n the 
1th, had not, whe to lay bis Head. SD it is with the Soul in this Seaſon. She 
- hath nor yct attain'd to her State of Ref? She 15 nor yet come 10 ber /avcet Er 
joyments. As her Saviour, fo the hath a Baptiſm to be baptized with, an ſhe ts 
firaighined, til! it be cver. She is in dithcuity,pam,and travel, till thee Talcrrs 
te multiplyed. "I'hen comes the|ſavecrt Enjoyment, which is rhe Second State of 
a Chriſtian on Earth. 

2. .- A_Chriſtian hath his S:ate of ſaweet Enjoyment, when the Talmts are 
zautiplzed. Bit what is the multiplying of the Talents ? \Vhat is the caſting of 
them intothe-Bank to receive them again wuh immcreaſe? Our Saviour teacheth 
us, what all this means by another, a plainer Parab/e, John 12. 24. If rhe 
Corn dye pat, it abides alone. But if it dye; it brings forth much fruit. 

; The 14bly Appearances of Chriſt are the Talents un-wultiplyed, the Corn 
abiding alone. While they ſg continue, they are ſolitary, melancholy, bearing 
little fruit of Glory tq&ad, or Joy to the Soul. Bur then the Soul caſts theſe 
Talents into the Bank, then ſhe ſows this Corn, when ſhe refigns them to God, 
| when 
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when ſhe criicitiesthem, and dies to them by, the power of the Death of the 
Lord Jeſus in her, | | | 

Now the Soul hath them within her rifpng a2a7 in the Spirit, aftar'a Sprri- 
tual manner. Now ſhe receives them again with an creaſe of Holineſs, Peace, 
and Joy. | 

Now the Lord Jeſus fairh to the Soul : W done,gerd, and faithful Servant; 
thou haſt been faithful in a few things, in poor, lia, and dark manifeſt ations.Thou 
haſt ſubmitted them to my will,and yielded then up to the power of my Death. 1 
therefore will make thee ruler over many. Thou: ſhalt no more be ſubject to low, 
and ſingle Appearances. Thou ſhalt reign m the power, plenty, and variety of more 
Gloriuns Manifeſtations. Enter thou mto theſe high, and. Spiritual Diſceveries of 
God, in which thy Lord and Savicur now enjoys Himſelf. \So the Kingdom, and 
Toy of the Lord ſhall be thy Kingaom, and oy. 

A pplication. 

Uſe. 1. Examination. Theres nothing of more concernment to us, than 
to diſtinguiſh, and diſcern aright our Foys. Serſnal, and carnal Foys are apt to 
make us ſenſua), and fleſÞly, ignorant, and brutith, as the Beaſts. Deluſirve Foys 
make our Souls, as Dewsls in the form of Angeis of Light. Spiritual Foys, 
when they are truly ſuch, make us moſt like to God. 

The Delights of Nature, and ſenſe are indfferent things, lawful, if they be 
lawfully uſed. They are therefore to be taken with much moderation, and cau- 
tion, as the 1//;ne, that St. Paul ſpeaks of to Timothy : Drink not alwaies Water : 
but drink a lutle Wine for thy healths ſake. 

Deluſions, and falſe Raptures of Spirit are a ſweet Poyſon, which are taken 
in greedily, and kill ſo much the more ſpeedily. "The Soul is naked, open, free, 
jimple in her joys, ſhe mingles herfelft inwardly, and deeply with the Spirit of 
her joys : As Herod offered tothe half of his Kingdom to Heredias, when ſhe 
pleated him, with dancing betore him, 

It is thena thing of great moment to underſtand the nature of our Joys - 
that we may know, hen to admit, and to reject them ; How, and to what 
height, ro cheriſh, or check them ; 

I will propound Four Tryals of our Joy. | 

1. Tryal. The Firſt 'Tryal is this. Sparitual Foys ever ſpring from a Spirt 
iual ſenſe of the Love of God towards us. Rom. 5. St. Paul ſpeaks of his Ry 
V. 5. Rejoycing in the hope of the Glory of God. He goes on d:ſcourfing of rhe 
growth, ſtrength, effects of this Joy. Then v. 5. He ſhews you the Ground 
of his Joy : The Love of God is ſhed abroad m our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt that 
be hath grvuen us, 

Spiritual Joys can give an account, and a reaſon of themſelves, There are 
Three things, which goto make up the Reaſon of Spiritual Joy,when it 1s Right. 

I. The Love of God, not any Lovelincſs of our own, or the Sweetnels of 
any Creature, | 

# 2. The 
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2. ' The Diſcovery of this Love in anopen, manifeſt way, with a Fulneſs, 
and Clearneſs ; like a Liquor that is poured forth, and ſpread abroad. 

3- The Holy Ghoſt making this Diſcovery, and evidencing it by his own 
preſence, and power in the Soul. "This is the Reaſon, which Spiritual Rejoy- 
cings, and Gloryings give of themſelves : The Lowe of God ſhed abroad in our 
Hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt, which he hath given us. 

Are your Foys ignorant, ſudden, and violent, fuch, as ſpring from no ap- 
pearing cauſe, an1 can give no account of themſelves ? 

Whence do your Joys ariſe from a Senſe of the Love of God, or from a 
Reflection upon your Selves, upon any thing, of, or # the Creature ? 

Whence have you your Senſe of the Love of God ? Is it wrought upon you 
by Fancy, by the ſtrength, and frequency of Imagination ; or by the Perſuaſimns 
of your own Souls ; or by the Reaſonings of your own Hearts conſulting with 
themſeives, and with the Letter of the Scriptures, without the Holy Ghoſt ; 
by any of the Words, or ways of mans Wiſdom, or Power, without you or 
within you ? 

If your Foys be ſuch, as theſe, you have reaſon to ſuſpe&t, and fear them, 
leaſt they be from the Father of Lies, and not from the Father of Lights ; from 
the Fountain of bitterneſs, and enmity, not of ſweetneſs, and Love. 

2. Tryal. The Sccond Tryal of your Joy is the Effe# of it. Spiritual 
Foys increaſe Spiritual Strength in the Soul as they increaſe themſelves. 

Nehem.. 8. 10. Go your ways, ſaith Nehemiah to the People, Eat the Fat, 
and Drink the Sweet, and ſend portions to them, for whom nothing 3s prepared. 
For this day is holy to the Lord. Be ye not ſorry : for the Foy of the Lord 1s your 
Strength. "Thus the Lord Feſus ſpeaks tothe Soul in the Miniſtry of the Gof- 
pel : Go your ways, Feed upon the Fat of my Glory, Drink the Sweet of my Love. 
Send forth Portions, and Manifeſtations of this Glory, and Love to them, who 
have nothing of it yet prepared, and ſet forth in their own Spirits. This day 1s holy 
ro me ; in it you are to live altogether to me, and in the Light of my Appearapces. 
Then let not your Hearts be heavy, nor your conntenances [ad, For my Foy ſhall not 
weaken, or betray you. My Foy ſhall be a Preſervative againſt Corruptions, a 
Strength againſt Temptations, the Power of a new life carrying you up on high into 
further Communion with God, and Conformity to him. 

38 1s a Threefo!d Foy that takes to itſelf often the name of being Spiri- 
tual. 

- 1. A Foy flowing from our zatural temper, and Complexion, from ſpark- 
lings of Blood, or Flaſhings of melancholy is many times miſtaken for a Spirt- 
tuai Joy. Bur this Joy d:ſſstves, it makes the Soul airy, light, and looſe: it ex- 
poſeth the Soul to Vanity, and Sin. | 

2. A Foy brought forth by/an Evil Spirit of Deluſion carrics the Appea- 
rance of. a Spiritual Joy. 'Thisf3vells the Soul, makes it vain-glorious,confident, 
ſecure in itſelf. In this State the Sou! caſily falis iato Tempration, cafily falls i 
the Tempratioa. | 3: Spiri- 
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3. Spiritual Foy truly fo called: This Knits the Union between Chriſt agd 
the Soul more cloſe,and ſtrong : It gathers up the Soul more fully into the Spirit 
of the Lord Jeſus. 

St. Zohn faith : He that dwells in Love dwells in God. Tt is as true : He that 
dwells in Spiritual Joys, dwells of a Truth in the Lord Jeſus. 

Vanuty, Luſt, Paſſion, Pride come to the Soul in other Joys, and fnd her fit- 
teſt for them. But, when they come to the Soul in her Spiritual Joy, fo far, as 
ſhe is inthat Joy, they find nothing in her, nothing to comply with them. 

This is the Second Tryal. 

3- Tryal. The Third Tryal of Spiritual Foy is the Luality of it. Spiritual 
Foy # a Glorious Foy, 1 Pet. 1. 8. Tou Rejoyce with Foy Glorious,and unſpeak- 
able. Spiritual Foy hath a Spiritual Glory reſting upon it,and puts a Spiritual 
Glory upon the Spirit, and Perſon of that man, in whom it 1s. 

Spiritual Foy ariſeth from a fight of the Glory of God. "Therefore it hol- 
deth forth the Image of this Glory in the Spirit, and in all its workings. 

Try your Joys by this : What of the Glory of God ? What of the Myſte- 
ries of the Goſpel? What of the Heavenly Man ? What of the Spiritual 
manifeſtations of the Lord Jeſus have you ſeen, or known ? St. Fames faith, 
that ; Faith is dead without works, that is, without the life, and power of God 
working in you. So Foy without the Spiritual Diſcoveries of God in it, is car- 
nal, dead and empty. 

Tell me not, that your Heart is full of Fey. But unfold ro me thoſe Diſco 
weries, thoſe Shinings out of God, which you have met with mn your Spirits. 
So ſhew me your Foy. 

'__ Ohj. But you will ſay perhaps: T fee « Glory, but it is unexpreſſible, and yeu 
are uncapable of it. | 

Anſ. 1 anſwer to that Four Things. 

I. A Spiritual Glory cannot be expreſt by any infericur Principle,or Power, 
* by any abilities of the Natural man. Bur it can expreſs -iſelf. As it can beſo it 
can be manifeÞed in the Soul. Spiritual things give a Subſitance to themſelves 
in the Natural man : So they can give 2n Expreſſion to themſelves there. 

Rom. 10. 8. The Word is nigh thee in thy Heart, and in thy Mouth. v. 10. 
With the Heart man believeth unto Righteonjneſs, with the Mouth man confeſſetb 
unto Salvation. 'The Life of Chriſt, who is the Glory of God, hath a Moxrh 
as well as a Heart in the Soul of man. 

The Glory of God unites itſelf to the Spirit, and Principle of man, for the 
adopting of him, and entituling of him to Heaven ; for his Fuſtification. Ir 
purs forth irſelf by the Mouth, thorow the whole Image of the man, for the 
Change, and Transhgurarion of that ; for his Glorification. 

Anſ. 2. Secondly ; it 15 true, thatche Glory of God in the Soul cannot 
expreſs itſelf, in its own Form, thorow the natural man. But it can expreſs 
itſelf by Earthly Imeges, by T'ypes,qnd Figures ; ſo as to convince eyen Car- 
nal Hearts. Pp Jeſus 
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| JefisChrit o ſhewed forth the Glory of his Father, while he lived in Fleſh, 
that the very Officers which came 40 apprehend him, confeſſed, and faid : Ne- 


wer man ſpake like this man: Fohn' 7. 4.6. He ſpake to their fenſe, as heving 
Auberity; $7199 He put forth thorow his Fleſh, Declarations, of that Power 
of Light, and Divine Glory, which dwelt in him, beyond all that any orher 
Sprrit, or Principle could fend forth. | 

Anſ. 2. Thirdly, though a Spiritual Glory cannot evidence, or teſtifie irlelt 
/ to Natural men, yetit may to ſuch as are Spiritual, As Face anſwers Face w 
a Glaſs, ſo doth the Heart of man : Saith Solomon. Prov. 27. 19. So doth the 
Spiritual Heart of man. There is a Proportion berween Spiritual men, and 
—_ things. The Glory of God in one. Heart ſhews i{elf ro the Glory 
of God in another Heart, thorow the Natural! man, #s a Face ſhews itlelf uw» 
itſelf in a Glaſs. 

He that hath an Ear to hear, let him hear, what the Spirit ſauth to the Chur- 
ches, Revel. 2. 7. A Spiritual man hath an Ear in his Heart by which he can 
hear, and take in thorow the outward Ear, the things ſpoken by the Spirit, 
even as they are inwardly ſpoken by the Spirit 1n its own Language. 

The Spirit of the Prophets is ſubje&t to the Prephets, faith St. Paul, 1 Cores. 
14. 32. Spiritual mes can judge of the Workings, the Appearances, the Joys, 
the Glories of the Spirit in another man ;as Ratinal men can judgeot Reaſon. 

Anſ. 4. Spiritual Foy is as unexpreſſible, as Spiritual Glory. You may hold 
forth, as much of one, as of the other. If you can declare nothing of either 
diſtinfly, and clearly ; then both) are at the beſt, but confuſed and uncertgin 
1n your Souls. | 

Spiritual Love, and Spiritual Foy have both this Property ; they ſer the Heart 
on work, to be ever enditing a good matter, \weer matter, touching rhe Kimg,the 
Glory of the Lord Jeſus. "They make the Timgue of a man like the Pen of a 
ready writer, F ſal. 45. 1. ſweetly, ſwiftly, forming,and warbing forth diſtin&t 
Expreſſions of the Divine Glory. 

Thus much for the Third Tryal. 

4: Tryal. The Fourth 'Tryal of Spiritual Joy 1s this : Spiritzal Foy is 4- 
bove the Natural man, 1 Pet. 1. 8. Foy Glorieus, and Unſpeakable. 1 Cor. 2. 

. The Eye ſecs not ; the Ezr hears not ; the Heart takes not in the Spiritual 
wh, of a Chriſtian. Senſe, Fancy, Reaſon, all the Faculties, and Powers of the 
Rational man are too low to reach, too narrow to receive thefe Joys. 

Obj. If it be thus, how can any man have theſe Foys, or have any fenſe of 
of them, while he is on the Earth ? | 

Anſ. Tanſwer to that by Two places of Scripture. t. The Firſt place of 
Scripture 15, 2 Corin. 4 7. We bave this Treaſure m Earthly Veſſels, that the 
Excellency of the Power may be of God, and not of us. The Spiritual man pol- 
felleth the Treaſure of Spirnual Joys in itfelf. Bur the Natural man holderh 
Wnklf this Foy ; becaulc @ koldeth the Spricwal mar in wfclt, as che —_— 
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life im a Veſſel. So the Excellency of the Power, which takes in Spiruvat Jop, 
5 of the Spiritual man, though 1t be 5» the Natural man, who is united wath 
the Spiritual man i» One Perſon. 

2. The Serond Place of Scriptnre is, 2 Cor. 4. laft. We as ins @ Glaſs be- 

botding rhe Glory of the Lord, &c. The Nataral man is the Glaſs, the Spiritual 
man is the living Face. As a living Face makes an Image of itſelf in a Glafs, 
and then fees, eryoys itſelf in thar Image. So the Spiritual man makes an lmage 
of its Joys in the Natural man; and hath a livirtg, fubſtantial Enjoyment of 
chem that way*: while the Natural man holds the Image only. After the fame 
manner the Soul in the Body contermplates,enjoys itſelf, and all infmaterial things, 
in the imagination only, which is a Material Glaſs. 
Examine your Joys; do they admit a Stranger, the outward man into their 
Fellowſhip, to mrermeddle with them ? Do they flow alike thorow the Regene- 
rate, and the Unregenerate part,as upon a Level? I would then queſtion,though 
I would not condemn them. | : 

Thoſe Spiritual Joys have the greateſt Doubtfulnek, and Danger in them, 
which make the greateſt Impreſſions, Motions, and Diſcoveries of- themfelves 
in the Natural man. 

St. Paul ſpeaketh of the Spirits putting up from rhe Heart of a Saint, Ur 
expreſſible Groans, Rom. 8. Thoſe Griefs, and Joys are molt likely to come 
from the Spirit, which make the leaſt Sound, Noiſe, or Alteration in rhe Fleſh- 
ly part. | 
: I have done with this Uſe of Exammaticn. 

Uſe. 2. Convittion. Do not think Religion, or Holmeſfs a Melancholy rh.myp. 
Do not fear to be Religious, as if then you muſt part with all your Delights, 
and put your ſelf into the perpetual Deſert of a ſolitary, fad fou r Converfation. 
Holineſs, and Religion have their ov, Foy, and will rake none of yours. © 

1 Tim. 6. 6. Godlmeſs is great 9aim ith Contentment. Ler me commend 


- Holineſs to you in Three Particulars. 


1. Particular. The Firſt Particular 18 this : Holineſs is a Kingdoms in it= 
ſelf _ — ev0i$<12, the Right way of taking in, and holding forth the 
Maj od. 

Holinef, is the Uniting of the Soul, by awiral, and conjugal Union to God, 
who 1s the Lord of All, who is All m All. Thy Maker is thy Husband. Ef. 54.5 

Religion is a Diſcovery in the Soul, of God,as the Eternal Spiritthe 2nickning 
Spirit; as bringing forth Himſelf, as working his own works, as fulfilling his 
Toy, as ſetting up his Kingdom im the Soul. He hath fhmed into our Hearts the 
Glory of the Knowledye of God, 2. Corin, 4. 6. . 1 03 2 

Religion is a Drawing of the Soul up to God, into the Glory of God': ' as 
the Sheer, which St. Peter faw, was drawn up into Heaven, Brethren, partakers 
of the Heavenly Call, Heb. 9. 1. | 31 
Can this be a Melancholy thing, where there is fo much of Heaven, fo muth 
| P 3 of 
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_ of the Love, Life, Glory of God-himſelf ? Can there want Content, where 

there is a Kingdom, the Kingdom of God ? Or Delights, where;the Immortal 
King Jeſus Chriſt keeps his Court ? | or oy 7 \gd 

Why ſhouldſt thou think it ſtrange, when all things in Nature-are united.to 
their Head, and 1n that have their Perfe&tion ; that thy Soul ſhould be re-umi- 
ted to her God, and partake of his Fulneſs, and there poſleſsa Fulneſs of Joy ? 
Thou art our Father : Say they inthe Prophet, I will return to-wy Father ; faith 
the Prodigal Son, Luke 15. 18. | 

This is the Firſt Particular. OR | 

2. Particular: Godlineſs, or true Religion is Gain. It is ſo far from making 
you looſers in any point ; that it gives you your own again with Uſury and 
Increaſe. It will not divorce your Spirit from any of your Joys ; but it will - 
make the Marriage-bed of your Delights, Honourable, and Undefiled : Green, 
and Flouriſhing. 

There 1s a double Gain of Joy in Holineb. | 

I. Thereisa Gainful Change made upon your Joys, when you come to be 
truly Religious. Your former Tos are transhgured like the Garments of Jeſus 

Chriſt. They are changed from a YVileto a Gloricus Stare, from a Corruprible to 
an Immortal State. | 

2. There is a Gainful Addition made to your Joys, by being Holy. Holinets 
brings in upon your Spirits higher, greater, and more Heavenly Joys, ſuch as 
you were ever acquainted with before. 

Godlineſs hath the Promiſes of this Life, and that, which is to come, 1 Tim. 

4- 8. Gen. 49. 26. Facob bleſieth his Son Foſeph after this manner: The 
Almighty ſhall bleſs thee with the Bleſſings of Heaven abvve,and with the Bleſſings 
of the Deep, that lieth under. v. 27. He adds: The Bleſſings of thy Father hath 
prevailed above the Bleſſings of my Progenitcrs. Come, taſte, and ſee, what 
Sweetneſs, what a Bleſſing there isin being Holy. "The Blefling of a Holy and 
Spiritual Prmciple in your Hearts will prevail above the Bleflings, and Joys of 
ah your Natural, and Worldly Principles. You ſhall have the Delights of 
Heaven above, and the Delights that are in the Deep of Nature which lies be- 
low. . 

All theſe you ſhall enjoy, while you are on Earth; *tis true indeed you ſhall 
enjoy them in the Promiſes, which is, asa Spring in the Earth ; which is by 
the Life of Faith as under a vail of ContradiQtien ; in a hidden way ; but a 
ſweet, ſure, ſubſtantial way. * | 

Do not thou Doubt, but that God can make Abrahams dead Body a Father 
to an Tſaac , even thee in this Earthly State, which is dark, and dead to poſſeſs, 
as thine own all mirth of Angels, men ; all the Precious things of the Su, and 
Atoon, the Creature, and the Creator, if thou put thy truſt in him. 

Do not fear to give up, and Sacrifice thy TJaec,thy Natural Joys to thy God, 
by devoting thy ſelf 16 Him in a Religious way. lt ſhall be no loſs or Death 
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to thy Joys.” He ſhall give thee thy 1ac, thy Joys again, in the Figure, and 
pe i as a Seed of Eternal Joys. | 

2. Particular: Religion gives you Foy with Contentment; with Affurance, 
und Reſt When you-come to. God, and: have- your. Joys in him, you are at 
home, at your End, in your Center :. So all the Workings, Defires, Inclina- 
tions of your Soul are ſatisfied, they acquieſce, and are ſtill. 

God is your Beginning, and your End : When you live to him,he gives you 
aflurance in your Foys, he ſeals them to you ;- becaule he is the Beginnmg, the 
firſt of all. He gives you Reſt in your Joys, that'you care for, you are capable 
of nothing more. ; becauſe he is the Exd, the cloſe, the fulneſs of all. 

Happy, and Bleſſed is he, to whom the Kingdom of God is come : God 
giveth that man Fey, and no trouble ; no Stain, no Shame, no Sting with it. 

Happy, and Bleſſed is he, who bath ſhare in this Foy, for to him the Bitter- 
neſs of Death, and every evil is already paſt. 

2. Part: Enlargement. 'The Enlargement of the Soul in God is the Second 
Part of Spiritual Foy. This is fitly expreſt by the Prophet. Eſa. 52. 9. Break 
forth into Foy, Sing together, ye waſs places of Feruſalem : For the Lord hath 
comforted his people, he hath redeemed Feruſalem. The Lord firſt Redeems the 
Soul, delivers her from the State of Servitude, and SubjeCtion ; then ſhe breaks 
forth into Foy. | 

Natural ; 1s the Dilatation, or Enlargement of the Heart. Spiritual Joy 
is the Dilatation, or Enlargement of the Holy Spirit in man. When the Di- 
vine Principle 1n the Soul breaks out of rhe Darkneſs of our Nature, when it 
breaks forth from the Bonds of Fleſh into its own Liberty, and Freedom : this 
is the Kingdom of God, and the Foy thereof in the Soul. 

You havethis Foy of the Kingdom hily, and fully deſcribed in a Parable, 
by our Lord Jefus : Mar. 13. 44. The Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a 
« Treaſure hid in a Field : the which, when a man hath found, he bideth, and for 
Foy thereof goeth,and ſelleth all that he hath,and buyeth that Field.The opening 
of this Parable will tend very much to the Explaining of this Particular, of ' 
which I am now ſpeaking. 

There are Five Things to be opened in the Parable. 1. The Fie/d. 2. 'The 
Treaſure in the Field. 3. The Concealment of this Treaſure. 4. 'The 
Diſcovery of the Treafure. 5. "The Purchaſe of the Field. 

1. "The Field. This is the Firſt "Thing. The Kingdom of God is like unto 
a Treaſure hid mm a Field, What ſhould this Field be ? Can it be any other 
thing, than the Natural Image of Godin Man ? This is that in which the Hea- 
venly Image hes hid, as the S#bſance in the Shadow, as the Child in the Mother, 
as the Seed in the Field. This is that, which is not quite hid, but-is quite /oſ# 
in us ;and to be recovered, and re purchaſed by an Exchange of our Selves, 
and all that we have. | 
As the Se@ in the Creation exprefſeth rhe Darkneſs of the Creature; So the 
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Earth repreſents the Contrary Proxciple of Lizhr, and Beauty m the Crearnre, 
which ſtands up out of that a —_— founded it u (Fw above) 
the Waters : Pſal. 24. %. God hath given to the Earrba Principle of Strength, 
and Emmency, by which it appears 648 of, and above the Darkneſs, There 

the P/almiſt adds in the fame place : He, ( rhat is, God.) bath eſtabliſhed ir, 
( that _—_— adorned, and fixed ir, he hath put a Beauty and Strength in- 
ro it) above the Floods, ( that is, all Dark,confuled,and wandring Principles. ) 
Then he goes on. v. 5. Who ſhalt go up imo the Holy Hill? (thar is, out of 
the Waters of the Darkneſs of the Creature, which now have over-flown all, 
into this Hill, this Habirable Earth, which is above the Waters ; the Princyple of 
Beauty in the Creature, as it is in its Flower.) This s the Earth, of which 
Chriſt (praksina Parable, Mark 4. 28. The Earth of its own accord ſendsforth 
the Fruit. 

The Field now is the Natural Image of God ſpringing up out of the Prin- 
ciple of Lighrin the Creature, and clothing that with itſelf ; as a Fie/d doth 
the Earth. This Field in its Flouriſhing State was the Garde of Eden, or Para- 
diſe, which Paradiſe, though outwardly, and mn thelerter, ir was a real Garden 
yet was it allo, and principally Inward, and in the Spirit, the Natural Ima 
of God fhining forth with a peculiar Glory upon the Beauty of the Creature. 

It is very obſervable, that Adam, when he fell, was caſt out of the Garden, 
out of Paradiſe only : Gen. 3,-2.3. Therefore the Lord God ſemt him forth from 
the Garden of Eden, But Cam, when he had killed his Brother, was caſt off 
from the Face of the Earth. For-ſo he complains, Gen. 4. 14. Behold I am 
driven away from the Face of the Earth, and from thy Face fball T be hid. 

There is the Earth, the Face of the Earth, the Field, which is the Natural 
Image of God;the Garden, which is the Glory of the Field, the Fare of God 
in this Image. : ; 

Man fallen from = in Adam is baniſhed out of the Garden. He hath loſt 
the pleaſant, and glorious Appearances of God in him, by the Natural Image. 
Yer he hath the Field left in him ſtill, rhe Natural Image itſelf: which though 
it be beſet, over-grown, ſhut up with Bryers, and Thorns from the Earth, cor- 
ruptions, Cares, mileries trom the Image of the Creature; yet it affords us ſome 
low, weak Strength, and Sweetneſs for man to feed upon. So you ſhall read, 
Gen. 3. 18. Bryavs, and Thorns ſhall it bring forth to thee,( that is the Gromnd ) 
and thou ſhalt eat the Herb of the Field. Though thou, O man ſeeſt no more 
the Trees of the Garden, the high Appearances of God in the Glory of his 
Image ; yet thow-ſhalt have the Herb of the Field ſtill left thee. 

; Man, like Cav falling into the depth of Sin, murthering in Abel, the Image 
of God remaining in him, hath a Darkneſs brought upon him, which takes 
away from him, all the Diſcoveries of God, with every thing of the Beauty, 
and Sweetnefs of his Image. He alſo hath withdrawn from him all the Com- 
fort, Chearfulneſs, Vigour, and Life of the Lighr-Principle in the Creature. 
| Though 
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Though that Loght-Principle rernzans "hill ialkim, yet hems reſtleſs int, and as a 
Stranger'to it, xepeter by at. Thus. be. 55-udtiven from the Rue of the Earth, he * 
5s bidfrom rhe Face of God, be xs a Vagabond m the Earth. | 

We ſte now, what the Field is. | 

2. The Treaſure. 'This'ts thee Second Thieg in the Parable, the Treaſure hid 
in the Field. 'This ws Fefws Chriſt, Eph. 3. 8. Pau faith of himſelf, that he 
was to rake known among the Gentiles, the Unſearchable Riches of Chrift, Jeſas 
Chrift iv the Treafare of Liſearchable Riches. - 

The Lord isrhe Szed, m which all the Verrue, or Powers of God, or the 
Creature lie wrapt up. . He wthe Roaor, which bears the variety of all Divine, 
and Humane Excellencies. 6 

Colofs. 1. 29. it 4 bother, --rhits 21] Fulne(s fhoutd bvell in him: 
namely, mn Jefas Chriſt, as in its Pronceple. 

Clif 2. 9. Allthe Fulne(s of the God-Head dwelleth in him Bodily : chat 
is, fwlhy, floursſhmgly, ſhot forth into ull its diſtinct Branches, and Fruits, 

This Fe/#s the Treaſure of Heaven hes hid in the Natural Image of God 
m Man, as the Seed lies hid m the Fizld, or as the Plant lies hid in us Seed, or 
as the New Creation lies hid in the Firſt Creation. So St. Paul tells us, the 
Myſtery of the Goſpel vas hid from the Beginning of the World, Epheſ. 3. 9. 

Jeſus Chriſt is called the Seed of the Woman an this ſenſe. As Feſus Chriſt 
is to God, his Image, in which he beholds himſelf : So the Homan wasto be to 
the Man, who was made m the Image of God. She was to be, as that Image 

God, drawn forth from Man, ſet continually before the Man, that he mich 
bring forth Children i that Image. | 

Gen. 2. 23. Itis fd : Adam called her name Woman, becauſe ſhe was ta- 
ken out of Man. Woman in Hebrew is Iſhah, Which is the Name of God, and 
the Name of Man,joyned in one, to {ignify,that the Woman was as the Image 
of God in Nature, ſprung forth from Man, and united to him. 

Jeſus Chriſt is the Seed of this F/oman, the Natural Image of God in the 
Creature. 'Thists the Treaſure m this Field, as in a Womb. 

3. Concealment. "The Third Thing is the Concealment of this 'Treafure:; 
There 1s a great deal of difference between the State of Innocency in Nature ; 
and the State of Grace in Chriſt. The Firſt Adam had only the Natural Image of 
God appearing and flouriſhing in him. Bur a Szint under the Goſpel hath the 
Lord Jeſus revealed in him, who 1s the Super-natural, and Heavenly Image, 
which lay undiſcovered in the Perfection of Nature, and did not as yet pur 
forth irſelf thorow thar Inferiour Appearance of God in the firſt Creation. 

The Scripture tells us of T2v0 Paradiſes : an Earthly, and a Heavenly Para- 
diſe. | 

2M Glory of Natare before rhe Fall, was but an Earthly Paradiſe, Gen. 
2. 9. God planted # Garden Eaſtward m Eden. And out of the Ground the Lord 
God made to grow every Plant, that was pleaſam, &c. Here you have a Para- 
4iſe made to grow up out of the Earth. | The 
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The Glory of the Goſpel in Chriſt, to-which's /Saint is to be advanced is's'- 


Heavenly Paradiſe, 2 Cor. 12. 2. I knew a may, faith'St. Paul, caught up in- 
20 the Third Heavens. v. 4. caught up into Paradiſe. Here you have a Para- 
dife #», or above the Third Heavens. fY + 

We read, that the moſt Holy place was not yet opened while the Firſ# 7a- 
bernacle ſtood : Heb.g.8.The way into the moſt Holy place was not yet made mani- 
feſt, while the Firſt Tabernacle was ſtanding. So the Heavenly Paradiſe was not 
diſcovered,while the Earchly Paradiſe flouriſhed in the Creature, but there was 
a vail between them. Jeſus Chriſt lay hid in the Imape of the Earthly man. 

Thus the Treaſure was hid in the Field, before the Fall of Man. 

But by the Fall, the Field itſelf was loſt. The Natural Image of God with- 
drew, and diſappeared in all the Glory of it, when man ſinned. So far, as it re- 
mained ; it remains captived, impriſoned by the Devil, under Darkneſs, Luſts, 
monſtrous Images, Rom. 1. 2.3. Sinful men are ſaid to change the Glory of 
the incorruptible God ( in. the Natural Image ) into the Image of a Corruptible 
Man, of four-footed Beaſts, &c. The Fall of Man brought in this Corruptible 
Image in which Man, and all the Creatures now are, which deraits the Image 
of God, as a Priſoner in it(elf. 

Thus now the Treaſure is doubly hd, in the Field, and in the Bryars, which 
over-grow, and hide the Field itſelf. | | 

4. Diſcovery: Which, when a man finds, faith Chriſt. 


When ſeſus Chriſt was tro come in the Fleſh, he ſent Fob» Baptiſt to pre- 
pare his way. This Prepatation was to be made by a reſtoring of the Divine 
Image in Nature, which is the Firſ# Ref:rution of all things, that was to be 
made by E'iah ; and this Eliah was John the Baptiſt. He was alſo to point out 
Feſus Chriſt ; to ſhew how he was figured out in that Firſt Image, and now 
ready to break forth thorow this Image. 

So, when the Seaſon comes 1n the Soul, Jeſus Chriſt, the Eternal Image puts 
up the Natural Image of God in the Soul ; and puts forth himſelf thorow it : as 
the Seed of Corn hr{t comes up in the tender Blade, like a low Herb, an ordi- 
nary Graſs before it comes forth into the ſhape of Cor. 


So the Redemprion, and the Diſcovery begins inthe Soul, which makes way | 


for the Foy of the Kingdom of God. 

5. ThePurchaſe. He hides it, and goes with joy. and ſells all that he hath, 
and buys this Field. Here the Purchaſe of the Field for the Treaſures lake is ex- 
preſt. Abour this the Soul goes with Joy. 

But what means this Second Concealment? "This Hiding of the Treaſure a- 
gain, after that it is once found ? "This Hiding of it 1s, the laying it up in a 
Mans Heart : 'The hiding of it in a Mans inward Spirit ; and tbe hiding of a 
mans ſelf in it, according to his Inward Spirit. A man now draws this Trea- 
ſure of Glory out of that\Fleſhly Darkneſs, under which it lay, into his i:- 
ward I'rincifle; and withdraws his inward Principle out of the Fleſh, and 
the Luſts of it mto this Treaſure, * | Thea 
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Then a Man for the love of this Treaſure, and 1n the Strength of it, ſells 
all that he hath, caſts away his Corruptions, the Creatures, his own Being; as 
they are his own, as he hath them 7 himſelf, that he may have his own _ | 
and all the Creatures, in the Natural Image of God ; and that Image, in Jeſus 
Chriſt : And this the Soul doth with Joy. For this is that Enlargement, that 
Liberty, which is the Kingdom of Ged, and the Foy thereof in the Soul, 
Now the Fir# Image of God 1s brought out < its Priſon ; now Jeſus Chriſt 
is brought out of his hidden, ſtreightned State to Freedom in the Soul. Now 
thoſe Diſcoveries of God, which lay ſhut up in Jeſus Chriſt,as in a Seed, thruſt 
forth themſelves into Liberty in the Spirit of Man. 'The Spirit of a man 1s 
brought forth from the darkneſs,narrownelſs of Luſts,and the Fleſb,into the Li- 
berty of theſe divine Appearances, into the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus, where 
the Spirit of man isin a Depth, Height, Pronckly Length, without any Limit, 
or Confinement. "This Liberty is the Divine Foy of the Spirit. 
| I will conclude this Particular with that place of Scripture, Pal. 96. 12. 
Let the Field be joyful, and all that is therein : then ſhall all rhe Trees of the 
Food Rejoyce. SS | pf | 
This Pſalm isa Fropheſy of the State, and times of the Goſpel, as appears 
by the Firſt Verſe, which calls this Pſalm a New Song. This is the Name, by 
which the Goſpel is frequently expreſſed in Scripture. The Scnſe then of this 
P/alm is chiefly Spiritual | 
In the Verſe before this Twelftb Verſe we read thus. v. 11, Let the Heavens 
rejoyce, and let the Earth be glad, let the Sea rear with the fulneſs thereef. The 
Natural Image of God, as it is above the Creature, and the Head of the Crea- 
ture, is the Heavens: The Earth, the Light-part : the Sea, the Dark part ; 
which both make One Creature, as Earth, and Sea make One Globe. Then fol- 
lows. v. 12. Let the Field rejoyce. The Field is the Image of God,as it gro ws 
up out of the Creature, and is the Life of that. 
| While a wan isin a Sinful State, the Field languiſheth ; the Vertues, and Ex - 
cellencies of God are withdrawn, and hid in it. But when a man is New borw, 
then this Field rejoyceth, and breaks forth into Singing. The Diſcoveries of 
God grow up high, full, and thick, as Trees of the Wood, and Sing together 
in the Soul ; which is now at Lyberty, and in Foy, in the midſt of them ; as in 
her Paradiſe reſtored. 


Application. 
' Uſe. 1. Information.. That which hath been ſpoken on this Particular 
inſtructs us in Three Things of very great Concernment. 

1. Inſfir. What Manis. 2. Inſtr. IWhat a Sinner. 3. Inftr. That 
a Saint. 

I, Inſtr. What Man is. That,which makes a Man, is the Natural Image 
of God. Firſt is, that which is Natural, thn that which 45 Spiritual, 1 Corin. 
15. 46; 

Q. Three 
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Three Things go to make up the Being of a Man. To be a Maris, 

' &x. Tobe the Imageof another. 2. To bethe Imageof God. 3. 'To 
be the Image only, and no more. 

Ii. To '# a he, is to be the Image of another. Gen. t. 26. God made 
Man #n an Image, in 4 Likeneſs, He that 1s a May is to have no Principle, Form, 
ABivity, Appearance of his own. But in all he is to anſwer the Principle, Forms, 
ARings, Appearances of another, in that manner, of which Solomon ſpeaks, 
Prow. 27. 19. As in the Water, Face anſwers Face : ſo is the Heart of Man. 
Man in this Creation is the Face in the Hater, which anſwers to another Face 
above the Water. : 

All Creatures are Repreſentations. Man, the chief Creature is the chief Re- 
preſentation. The Philoſopher called Man, £9 wm a Creature made for 
Imitation ; to hold forth ſomething before, and above himſelf. 

St. Paul calls the Firſt Adama Figure or Type: Rom. 5. 14. St. Paul in 
one place tells the Corinthians, that he transferred things to himſelf, and to A4- 
pollos, as in a Type,or Figure, for their ſakes. Man is to poſleſs his Being, and all 
things, that appertain to it, as iz @ Figure, asa Type of ſome higher thing. 

With what Humility, and Peace ? In what Silence, and Satisfaftion would! 
Man live, if he did but know himſelf; that he walks in a Figure ; that his' 
whole Being, and Life is altogether a Figure of ſomething above him, ſome- 
thing to come, which is to be revealed in him ? x 

What would become of all our Pride, Plots, Paſſions; if we knew ; that: 
Man is as the Refle&ion of rhe Light of the Sun froma Glaſs upon a wall. 
That refle#40n, that Light upon the wall Jancerh, and trembleth, as the Glafs 
moveth, from which it is caſt ? "The Sun is God: rhe Light Feſus Chriſt: the 
Glaſs, the Angelical Nature: the Refle&on, or Light onthe Wall, the Earth!y 

Alan. 
This is the Firſt Thing in the Being of a Man. 

2. Tobea Man,is to be\the Image of God, Gen. 1. 26. God made man 
in his own Image, and Likeneſs, Rom. 5. 14. The Firſ® Man was the Figure 
of him, who was to come : |that is, of Jeſus Chriſt. 
| Man is the Supream, and Univerſal Image of God in the Firſt Creation ; as 
Teſus Chriſt is in the Second, Ecclef: 6. 10. That which hath been, it is named 
already, that it is man : and he may not contend with him, who is mjghtier ' than 
he. Mamn'is all in this Firſt Creation which is that, which hath been already, 
and is now faded, paſſing away, but this Man muſt yield to Feſus Chriſt, who 
is coming, and bringing with him a New Creation. 

| So far thouart a May, as thou comprehendeſt; ſultaineſt, ſibdueſt, poſſeſſeſt 
enjoyelt all Images.of things among:the Creatures,in thy ſelf, as the Univerſal 
Image ; and thy ſelf.as :n Image,in the Appearance of God. 

He indeed is a Man, and hives, as the Image of God, who lives at a Height 

abave the Creatures iz bimſe!f ; and at a. Height above himſelf, zz God. 
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That, by which we ſee a Building, a Wood, a-large ProſpeQ&or the Body 
of Heavenzis a very /ttle thing, and lies in a little compaſs 1n the. Ape of. the 
Eye, as one With it. But it ſhews not the Eye, to the Eye; nor itſelf to the Eye ; 
but only thoſe things, which it repreſents. Mans the great Repreſentative of 
God. He ceaſcth to be a Man, fo far, as he ſees any thing, befides himſelf, in 
the Creatures; and any thing beſides Gogd,in bimſelf | 

As God in Divine things : ſo Man, þs the Image of God in Natural things, 
is to be All in All. This 1s the Natural Righteouſneſs, and Perfection of Man, 
thus to ſtand in the Image of God. | | | 

This is the Second Thing. : x ny 

3. Tobe a Man, « tobe the Image only, and no more. David ſauh,Pſ[al.39. 
6. Man walks in a vainſhow: an empty Image. And leaſt you ſhould think 
that this is ſpoken of Man only fince his Fall : when man was firſt made in a 
State of Perfection, Ger. 1, 26. it is ſaid, that God made man in his ou 
Image, and Likeneſs : the very ſame word 1s uſed there by doſes, which ts uſed 
here by David : TSELEM. The Word {ignifhies a Dying Shadow. ._ 

Man is only a Shadow of God without the Subſtance : a Shadowy Image, 
not a Subſtantial one : an Image, which ſubliſts by the Subſtance, and hath the 
Likeneſs of it: but poſleſſeth not the SubPance with the Life in itſelf. 

The Difference between dan,as he was created ar firſt, and the Lord Feſus, 
is expreiled by St. Paul, 1 Corin. 15. 49. As we have born the Image of 
the Earthly, ſoſball we bear the Image of the Heavenly aiſe. Man 1s an Earthly 
Image: Jeſus Chriſt is the Heavenly Image of God. 

Earth is an Image of Heaven in a baſer Subſtance, or Kind, Man is an 
Image of God ina Principle of Darkneſs, which hides, and vail the Subſtance. 
Jeſus Chriſt is a Perfe&# Image, which holds forth the Subſtance clearly, and is 
One with it. 

Thus Mas at his beſt Eſtate is altogether Vanity, as David ſpeaks. 

Sy we have ſeen, what Man is: by which we ſee, from whence we are 
fallen : How little of Mar there is left in May. When Man was perfe&t, Hu- 
mility, Submiſſion, Obedience was the Perfection of man, as being an Image 
only. W hart little reaſon then hath empty, wretched man now for Pride, Vain- 
glory, Confidence, Self-love? 

I have done with the Firſt Inſtrufticn. 

2. Inſtr. What a Sinner is. A Sinner uw-mans himſelt. He puts himſelf out 
of the Image of God into ſome low, inferiour Image of a Creature. God com-/ 
plains of ſinful men, Pſal. 4. 2. How long will ye turn my Glory into Shame? 
Man is the Glory of God , Saith Sr. Paul; that 1s, the Image of God. Man by 
by Sin exchangeth this Glorious Image for ſome baſe Image among the Crea- 
tures, which becomes an Idol, and a Reproach, when 1t is not held in the Image 
of God, as in its Head, "Thus Man turns the Glory of God into Shame. 

O! That we did underſtand, how Glorious an Image ar is by his Crea- 
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tion ; what a change Sin hath made in him ! Weſhould then bate $; to pur- 
poſe, and tremble at every Ad of it. | 
£4 1. The Ape of a Man, and not a May. 
A Sizmer ie] 2. A Monſter. 
A Devil. 

rt. A Sinner is the Ape of a Man, and not a Man: He is a Beaſt in the 
Likeneſs of a Man: or the lmage of Man thut up, and impriſoned in a Bru- 
tiſh Principle,and Image, | | 

Pſal. 49. 12. Manbeing in Honour continueth wot, but becomes like the Beaſt 
that periſheth. By each aft of Luſt, Paſſion, any inordinate Inclination roward 
any Created Appearance, thou un-clotheſt thy felf of the Image of God, 
which is thine Honour, and clotheſt thy ſelf with a Particular Image, which, if 
it be without Life, is a Stock, or a Stone, if it have Life is a Beaft, So, whil'ſt 
thou liveſt in it, thou art but the Ape of a Man, and a true Beaft; putting on 
contempt, ſcorn, and Death; inftead of Honour, and Immortality. 

2. DA Sinneris a Monſter. When thou finneſt, thou confoundeſt the Ex- 
cellent Image in thee with a baſe Image, ſo thou makelt thy ſelf a Monſer. 

Gen. 6. 2. The Sonsof God ſaw the Daughters of men, and took Wives of 
them. "Then at the fourth v. we read; that there were Gyants upon the Earth 
in thoſe days. Give me leave to make an Altegory, or an Alluſion of this Story, 
which you pleaſe. | 

The Divine Image isthe Man, the Sow of God: All the Inferiour Ima-” 
ges of the Creatures deſcend from this, depend on this, are the Secor- 
dary, and weaker Births of it. So they are the Daughters of Men. 

While the Image of God in Man holds the lower Images of things in a 
Subjefion, and ſubordination to ſelf, as Daughters totheir Father : all things 
then are in their Order, and Beauty. 

But when the Son of God, the Sypream Image, which is Man, looks down, 
and dotes upon the Inferiour Images the Daughters of Men ; when it marries, 
and mingles itſelf with them, then confuſion comes in : then this Beautiful 
Image, Man, becomes a Monſter, and brings forth Monſters. 

ow Gyants are born : "Man comes forth ina greatneſs,and force reſembling 
the Image of God in Man; but is in the true Form, and Principle of a Beaſt. 
The Divine Image is fallen,impriſoned,dead | in the midſt of all this Greatneſs. 

Thus of a- truth Si» is the higheſt Inceſt, the moſt unnatural confuſion, the 
true Engendring of Monſters. % 

3- A Sinner makes himſelf a Devil. A man by Sin. withdraws the Crea- 
ture from the Image of God: ſets it up in its own Principle, . and Image : fo 
maintains it in the place of; and againſt the Image of God. <. 

Rom. 1. 2.5. St. Paul ſets forth the Nature of Sin after this manner . why 
changed the Truth of God into a Lie, ſerving the Creature more than the Creator, 
who ts bleſſed for ever, See here the nature of. the. Devil diſcovered in a Sinner. 


When. 
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Whenthou fathereſt any Sin,thou by that A&t makeſt thy ſelf. the Father 
of Idolatry, Lies, and Murther. ' 

I.  makeſt thy ſelf by Sin the Father of 1delatries : Thou ſetteſt up 
the Creature above the Creator, and ſerveſt that, more than thou doſt him ; 
Sacrificing thy Heart, thy Love, and thy Life toir. 

2. Thou makeſt thy ſelf by Sin the Father of Lies: thou ſetteſt up the 
Creature ; as if ,it were ſomething of, and #2 itſelf ; when as it is meerly no- 
thing, fave as it is #3 the Image of God. | 

. Thou makeſt thy ſelf by Sin the Father of Murthers : Thou killeſt, and 
deſfroyeſt, theImage of God-; which 1s the Firſt Murther, and the Fountain 
of all Murthers. Thou changeſt the Truth of God into a Lie. Thou makeſt 
away that Image of God, which is the Truth, and Life of all the Creatures; 


by ſetting up inſtead of it thoſe things, which as they are in themſelves, with- 


out that Image, are not only Vanity, but a Lie too. | 

He knows very little of the Nature of Map, of the Creeture,of God ;who 
knows not Sin to be the moſt ridiculous Apiſhneſs, that he may deſpiſe it: the 
moſt horrid Monſtrouſneſs, that he may hate it : the higheſt Deviliſkmeſs, that - 
he may tremble at it, and fly fromit. 

So much for the Second Inſtruftion, which ſhews us, what a Sinner is. 

. Inſtr. What a Saint is. Then a Man begins to be a Saint, when the © 

Natural Image of God begins to be reſtored in him with advantage; with the 
advantage K. the Super-natural Image bringing it forth again from itſelf, and 
iſelf #1 1t, together with it. | 

The Kingdom of God brings forth itſelf, and the Kingdom of Nature a Se 
cond t:mein itſelf, Behold, I make all thingsnew , Saith Feſus Chriſt, when he 
appears in the Soul, | 

The Seccnd Adam revives, and reſtores the Firſt Afam,in us; but as in its 


. own Spirit, and Boſom ; that ſo the Earthly. Man may become Heavenly, and 


Immortal. 

I will conclude this uſe with Conſolation to Two Sorts of Mourners, Gods 
Mourners. EIS 

1. Ccxſolation. You who have loſt the Innocency of your Natures in Sin, and 
Guilt ; be you comforted in the knowledge of this: The Righteouſneſs of God, 
the Eternal Image of Glory ſhall break forth in your Souls, ' and bring forth 
the Firſt Image of Beauty, your Natural Innocency again upon you ; with an 
Increaſe of Glory. | 

It is the Lord that juſtifies, who ſhall condemn : Saith St. Paul, Rom. 8. 34. 
Who, or what Guilt ſhall condemn thee, or be able to fink for ever the Inno» 
cency, and Beauty of thy Nature; though it now have lain long buried un- 
der thy Luſts ? The Lord, the Lord himſelf ſhall come, and this Beauty of 
thine ſhall come with him, and thou ſhall ſee - it again with Joy. 

2. Conſolation. You, who have loſt the Cheartulneſs of your Spirits, and 
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the ſweet Pleaſantnefs of your Natural tempers in-Melancholy, and Terrours, 
comfort-your ſelves in the knowledge of this. The Spring of Joys,.: the Eter- 
nal Spirit, the Spirit of -our.Lord Jeſus ſhall open itſelf within you. . and ſhall 
ſend forth from'irſelf the ancient ſtreams of -your firſt Peace, and. joys ; of 
your natural chearfulneſs. Your natural Spirits ſhall once more dance, and ſing 
together in this Spirit. 

All your Springs arein this Heavenly gs : the- Springs of your firſt Inno- 
cency, Beauty, Peace, Pleaſantneſs. All ſhall open themſelves again upon you 
from the Boſom- of this 1 , atthe Appearance of it, never to be ſhut more, 
And this Heavenly Image Thall certainly'appear in you. Only do you wait 
with Hope, and Patience for the appointed Seaſon. 

- + Do notmonurn at the Death of any natural Beauty, or Content , as without 
Hope ever to-ſce it again; the Hour comes apace,and perhaps now is, in which 
thy dead Innocency, and Joys ſhall hear the Voice of the Son of Man, Jeſus 
Chrift in thee, and hive again by him. 5 

Do not donbr, but believe. "The Earthſhall hear the Heaven. The Earthly 
Image of Life, Paradiſe, and Heaven'inithee- ſhall'be awakened again in thy 
Spirit by the manifeſtation of thy Saviour in thee. 'Thine Eyes ſhall-fee rhy Re- 
deemer ; and he ſhall tandthe laſt upon the Earth. 'Thine Eyes ſhall certain- 
ty ſee Jefus Chrift, when he ſhall redeem the Earthly Man in thee with all its 
Excellency, and Sweetneſs from theſe Powers of Sin, Fear, Death, and Hell, 
which have carried it captive. And thou ſhalt ſee this Jefus the Heaven of God, 
the Heavenly Image, laſt of all ftanding, and appearing in thy Earth, thy 
Earthly Man, thy Tir Image. 

Be of good chear, faint nor. Death ſhall not prevent this Bleſſedneſs. Thou 
ſhalt live, when God ſhall do all this ; thine Eyes ſhall behold it, and thou ſhalt 
taſte of it, and feed upon it; For God hath undertaken it, and he will bring it 
to paſs. Behold I make all things new ; faith He, who is the firſt, and the laſt. 
Believe, and wait: for theſe words are True, and Holy. Revel. 21.5, 6. And 
'he that ſate upon the Throne ſaid : Behold I will make all things new. And he 

ſaid, Write, ( write upon your Hearts this Sentence, behold, I the Lord make 
all 'things new. ) For theſe words are True, and Holy. And he Jaid unto me ;, It 
2 done: ( This is the Finiſhing of all things, the ending of the Myſtery ) 7 
am Alpha, and Omega, the Beginning, and the End: I will groe unto bim, that 
is a thirſt, of the Fountain of the Water of Life Freely, that 1s, without any 
thing of Sujtablene(5 to it, or Satisfation for it, without any Condition, or Con- 
finement. 

3. Part: The Afivity of the Soul in God. "This is the Third, and /aft Part 
of Divine Foy. : 

The Pſalmift expreficth Foy by Shouting, and Singing : Pſal 65. 19. The 
Paſtures are clothed with Flocks; (the Appearances of God areGreen, and 
Flouriſhing, they bring forth, maintain, and put forth themſelves into nume- 
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rous Flocks of Saints: ) the Valleys alſo are covered with Corn; ( The loweſt 
State of things in the Fleſh, and the Natural Man are cloathed with Jeſas 
Chriſt, and grow up into him, who is the Bread, and Beauty of Eternal life. ) 
they Shout for Foy,they alſo Sing. "This is Spiritual Muſick,the working of Spiri- 
tual Foy, to Shout, and to Sing. 

We read of a Two-fold Song, which Spiritual Perſons ſing, Revel. 15. 3. 
They Sing the Song of Moſes, and of the Lamb. The Song of Moſes is the Law ; 
;he Song of the Lamb, the Goſpel. When the Children of 1/sael had paſſed 
thorow the Red Sea, and faw their Enemies he dead on the Shore : then they 
Sung the Song of Moſes, who drew them out of thoſe Waters, according to 
the Signification of his Name. 

When the Soul hath eſcaped out of the Sea of Blood mingled with Fire, 
which is the Diffolution of her Natural Principles in Troubles, and Terrours 
by the Baptiſm of the Spirit ; when ſhee ſees her Spiritual Enemies ſlain on 
the Dry Land of Chriſts Spiritual Ap ce: then ſhe Sings the Song of the 
Lamb, who was dead, but is aloe, and leyes for ever ; the Song of Peace. 

Singing naturally, with the outward voice, is the higheſt, and fulleſt A+- 
wvity 7 hs Natural Spirits. So Singing Spiritually, and with the Inward Man 
is the higheſt A#ivity of the Spiric in our Spiritual Part, 

This Spiritual Mafick, or Singing, which is the working of the Wine of 
Spiritual Foy in the Soul! conffts of Three Things. | 

Ii. The Heightning of the Soul towards God. 

2. The Tuning y the Soul to God. 

. The Exerciſe, or Entertainment of the Soul upon God, and with God. 

1. The Heightning of the Soul towards God. 'This is one Piece of that A#i- 
wvity of Spiritual Foy, which is the true Muſick of the Soul, 

In that.place cited before, Pſal..65. 13. Singing, and Shouting are put to- 
. gether, 1 Theſſal. 4. 16. The Lord Feſus is ſaid to deſcend from Heaven with a 
Shout. This Shout 18 the Awakening, and the Elevation of the Soul, or Body 
rowards the higheſt State of things, by the Powerful breakings forth of the 
Glory of God upon them. 

P/al. 57. 7. David had faid :.T will Sing, and give Praiſe. "Then he calls 
upon himſelf, v. . 8. Awake up my Glory, awake my Pſaltery, and Harp: I 
my ſelf will awake right earl). 

Some ſay, Dawids Glory was his Towgue : but then ſure it was ſuch a Tongue 
of Fire, asfat upon the Heads of the Apoſtles, a Tongue of Spiritual Manifeſta- 
ttons, and Heavenly Glory, like a Flame, enlightning, and heating both at once. 

Ma is the Glory of God ; faith St. Paul, 1- Corin. 11. 7. The Spiritual 
Min 1s the trae, and Spiritual Glory of God. The Natural Man is but a Sha- 
diy Glory, 

David calls upon his Glory to awake; as diſtinct from himſelf; and then he 
Luith ; I frall. awake ; like that of St. Paul, Galat. 2. 20. Ilivemnot, bat Chriſt 
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in me : there is the Glory awakening itſelf : and the Life, that I liave, js by the 
Faith of the Son of God : there is himſelf awakened in that Glory. 

Then the Soul ſings, when the Lite of Jeſus Chriſt, which is her Glory, 
awakens itſelf in her, and awakens her together with itlelf, into the Light of 
God, to a Contemplation of, and fixing upon his Beauties, Now the Soul is above 
ber ordinary Pitch, as Waking 1s above Sleeping. Now ſhe fits above herſelf, 
upon the top of her Spiritual Principles, as a Bird upon the Top-branch of a 
7 ree, Singing in the Sun-ſhine, the higheſt Light of Divine Diſcoveries. 

This is the Firſt thing in this| AFivity, or Spiritual Muſick. 

2. The Tuning of the Soul ta God. In that fore-mentioned Pſalm, P/al. 5 7. 
7. David ſpeaks of awakening three diſtinct Lives : His Glory : His P/altery, 
and Harp: Himſelf. The Glory' is Feſus Chriſt in the Soul. Self is the Soul. 
The Pſaltery and Harp thoſe oy Principles, and Powers,which as Miniſt- 
ring Spirits, go forth from Jeſus Chriſt into the Soul, ſuiring, fitting, and runing 
the Soul to. her Saviour. | 

Revel. 15. 2. St. fobn ſaw the Saints, that had gotten the viftory over the 
Beaſt, ſtand upon a Sea of Glaſs mingled with Fire, and the Harps of God in their 

ands. Then in the next verſe they Sing. E 

The Sea is this Creation, eſpecially the Inviſible, the —_ Part of it. In 
this State it is a dark, troubled, foaming Sea. But in the Kingdom of Chriſt ir 
ſhall be a Sea of Glaſs, a Chryſtalline Sea, clear, calm, freſh raking in, and ho}- 
ding forth the Lord Jefus, the Image, and Face of God, as a Glaſs, as a pleaſant 
Stream. The Fire, with which jt thall be mingled, ſhall be the Spirit of God, 
and of Glory reſting upon the Creature. : 

The Saints ſtanding upon this Sea,ſhall havethe Harps of Godin their hands. 
Angels are tne Trumpets of God,}'This State of the Saints, which is here deſcri- 
bed, is their Angelical State, when they ſhall be /ike the Angels. Theſe Harps 
of God then are Argelical Tempers, and Principles, which Jeſus Chriſt brings 
forth, and puts into the Soul, as' Harps into their Hands, by which they are tu- 
ned, and fitted, made ready for Him, to {ing to Him. 

Thus the Soul is tuned ro God, being pur into a Spiritual, and Heavenly 
Temper, like an Angel beholding the Face of God, and in a readineſs to Sing 
forth, to Sing aloud his Glory. 

Coloſs. 3. 16. St. Paulſpeaks of Spiritual Songs, which they were to Sing 
with Grace in their Hearts. This 1s that, which David calls bis Harp. This 1s 
the Harp of God inthe hands of the Saints, the Grace of God in their Hearts. 

This is the Tuning of the Soul to Chriſt, the Receiving of Grace for Grace 
from Chriſt, the winding up of Grace in the Heart to a pitch of Conformity, 
and Communion with Jeſus Chriſt, like the Tuning of two voices, or Inſtru- 
ments one to another ; that {ſo Chriſt ard the Soul may make Mukick each to 
other, and have their Foy f#u/f/!2d in one another. 

$2 much for the Second Thing, 
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. The Exerciſe, and Entertainment of the Soul upon God, and with Goa: 
This is the Third thing in the Souls Singing for Foy. 

David ſaith in-one place: I will Sing of thy Righteouſneſs : and in another : 
I will Sing of thy Power. 

The Spiritual Foy, and Muſick of a Saint is to fly abroad among the Excel- 
lencies of the Divine Nature : to enlarge,and aCt his Spirit tothe Height upon 
the Beauties, and Brightneſſes in the Face of God ; the Uprightnels, "Truth, 
Perfection in the Heart of God ; the Freedom, Fulnefs, Fruitfulneſs, Infinite- 
neſs, in the Spirit, and Life of God. 

David hath often expreſſions to this purpoſe : I il Sing tothee: I will Sing 
to the Lord. So St. Paul ſpeaks: Making meledy to God. "The Holy Soul Sings 
of God, to God. 

Spiritual Foy 1s the Free letting forth of the Spirit with God, concerning God, 

It is often the Work, and Delight of a Holy Soul to open ker mouth wide, 
to take in to the utmoſt,the contemplation of God, the communications of his 
Greatneſs, Fulneſs, Sweetneſs, Glory : and then, when ſhe 1s fulleſt, to pour 
forth herſelf again into the Ear, and Boſom of her God. 

You may ſee this in the Pſalmiſt, Pſalm 45. 1. My Heart is enditing a 
good matter. I ſpeak of the things tcuching the King. My Tongue is as the pen of 
a ready writer. 

The Heart was here full. A Spring of Heavenly Sweetneſs had opened itſelf 
in it. Ir bubled, and boyled up apace. It enlarged itſelf into a Flood of mat- 
ter. But all was zcuching rhe King, the Beauty, the Glory, the Graciouſnels, 
thePleaſantneſs, the Love, the Power of Jefis Chriſt. And the Heart f#ul/ of 
this Bleſſed matter, empries itſelf again as fully upon Jeſus Chriſt, My Tengae 
zs as the Pen of a ready Writer. 

[ have now ſhewn you the Third Part of Spiritual Foy, which w the 41- 
vity of the Suul in God, 7 

Uſe. i. For Inflrutlion. Spiritual Foy is no Secure, Slothful, Carnal thing, 

Ii. Spiritual Foy 1s no Secure thing. It hath the /eaf?, and the preateſ# Seen - 
rity in 1t. Ir fufters a man to be leait of- all ſecure in himfelt, or in any Crea- 
ture; that he may be moſt ſecure in God. 

True Foy conlifts in the Heightning of the Soul towards God. The Soul,that 
35acquainted with this Joy, hath a Fear, and Trembling upon her, while Te 
is among the Creatures, though ſhe be in the Fulne(s of them. She can relt no 
where, till ſhe get up above themall, and come to God. 

God makes a Gracious Promile to a good Man, Fſal. 91. 14, I will {ct 
him on high, becauſe he hath known my name. The word (ignihies the ſetting of 
a man in a Strong Caſt/c ſiraate on a High Rock. The God-Head is the Rock, 
the Meſſiah, or the Humanity of Jcfus Chriſt, is the Caſtle upon this Rock, 

A Holy Soul 3s in Safery, and may be in very great Security ; but not in her 
{clf, nor in the World, Her Sgfety, and Security lies in being carricd upward, 
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and ſet on high, in being- encompaſſed with Jeſus Chriſt, and God, as with a 
Tower oft Defence. | 

The Soul th her high Reck, and her Strong Caſtle of Spiritual Joy, and 
Triumph ; not in the knowledge of any thing here below, not in any Earthly 
acquaintance ; but in the knowledge of God. I ll ſet him on High, becauſe 
be hath known me. - 

It we bein the Light, as God is Light ; then is our Joy full ; and the 
conſolations of the Lord Jeſus cleanſe our Hearts from all Clouds of Griefs, 
and Fears. | 

This 1s the Firſt Inſtrufton. 

2. Gpiritual Joy is no Sluggiſh Thing. It is the Enlargement, and A#ivity 
of the Soul. 

I went by the Field of the Sluggard, fath Solomon, end I ſaw it over-grown 
with Thorns. Thy Spirit 1s thy Field. If thou be not plowing it up with the 
Croſs of Chriſt ; and ſowing it with the Seeds of Grace, Glory, and Immor- 
rality by the Lite of Chriſt ; and waiting for, and gathering, and feeding upon 
the Appearances of theſe in thee ; thou art this Sluggard, and canſt expect no- 
thing but Thorns. U 

"That Soul which is not Spiritually a&:ve in Chriſt, will be miſerably paſſive 
in Cares, and Confuſions, 

Divine Joy is the Higheſt, and moſt Harmonious Activity of the Soul upon 
the higheſt Excellencies of the Beſt, and moſt Bleſſed Object, which is Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

While the Husband-man ſleepeth, Tares are Sown. If Jeſus Chriſt be aſleep 
in the Ship, the Winds tols it, and the Waves fill it, -A ſleepy, or ſluggiſh tem- 
per of Spirit breeds Fears, Cares, and all Sorts of "Troubles. 

Awaken the Lord Jeſus in thy Spirit, and bethy ſelf awake in his Spirit, if 
thou wouldſt have Peace, and Joy. . 

\ 3- Spiritual Foy is no Carnal, or Fleſhly Thing. "This is the Third Inſtruttion. 
"The Joy of the Spirit is the Exerciſe, and Entertainment of the Soul on God. 

Mark the Temper, and Spirit of Sr. obs, 1 John 1. 3. That, which we 
bave ſeen, and heard, declare we unto you, that ye alſo may have Fellowſhip with 
us ; and truly our Fellowſhip is with the Father, and with the Son Teſus Chrift. 
V. 4» And theſe things write we unto you, that your Foy may be full. v. 5. Thu 
then 1s the Meſſage, which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God 
Light, and in him there is no Darkneſs at all. 

Spiritual Foy ſprings from ſeeing Spiritual ObjeCts, and hearing Spiritual My- 
ſteries. The Eye is not ſatisfied with ſeetng, nor the Ear with hearing : Sauth Solo- 
om, Eccl. 1. 8. The Natural Eye, and Ear can convey no Satisfaction to us. 
For they are bur a Dream. The Sight, and hearing of the Things of has 
Life can give no Satisfaction; for they are but a Shadow. 

A Full Foy, Foy and fulneſs both together come by a Spiritual way of ſeeing, 
and. hcaring the 'Things of Eternal Liſe. You 
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You may have a ſlight, wioh vaniſhing Joy by Fellowſhip wich the Plea- 
fares, and Glories of the Fle 

But if you will have a f#/l, and ſolid Joy, which may endure for ever, your 
Fellowſhip muſt be with the Father, and the Son Feſus Chriſt. 

Bring before your Spirits the Excellencies,and Delights of the whole World. 
Let all the Creatures ſend into your Souls from the bej# Hand, Meſſages of their 
Lovelinefs and Loves. You for all this can have no true Joy, no compleat Joy 
in any of theſe things. For all the Creatures have in their higheſt Sweetneſles, 
and Glorics a Darkneſs, which will beget Doubts, Fears,and DiſtraCtions in you. 

Would you have Joy ? Seek it in the Declaration and Diſcovery of God,ovto 
is Light, and hath no Darkneſs in him. Seek it in the Contemplations of God 
by his own Light. : . 

So long thou ſhalt have Peace, and Joy, as thou turneſt away thy Spirit from 
the Lying Vanities of the Creature ; and takeſt in, and liveſt upon Meſſages of 
God, which are brought in upon thee by God himlſelt. 

Behold the Face of God, and thy Heart fthall live in Pleaſures. For in his 
Face is the Fulneſs of Joy, with all manner of Pleaſantnefſes, without any 
uncomfortable Daſh, or Mixture of Darkneſs. But, while thine Eye looks upon 
the Sparklings, or Appearances of any Creature, thine Heart ſhall never be 
without the biting of the Serpent. 

So much for the Firſt Uſe. 

Uſe 2. Exhortatimm. Preſs forward toward the High Calling of this 
Royal, and Joyful State in Religion. 

Your Fears, Doubts, and Servile Tempers in your Religion arife from a 
want of Growth. Forget that, which you have already attained, and follow 
hard after Jeſus Chriſt.. "There is before you a State of Peace, Pleaſure, and 
Perfection ina kind. | 
*.. Travel on thorow this vale of Tears, in which you now are,from Strength 
to Strength ; till you come toſee the God of Gods, on Mount S:7, in this 
State of Royalty, and Joy. 

But you may now ask me T7vo neſt 1429, 

Leſt. 1. Whetheris this Royal and 7 o5fu! State of Holinels attainable in 
this Lite ? May we enter into the King of Heat, before we go out of 
this Body * Doth not Sr. Paul ſay ; that Fleſh, and Blood cannot inherit tle 
Kingdom of Feawen ? 1 Corin. 15. 50. 

My Anſwer to this Queſtion 1s Ferrf 1! 

I. Anſw. Sofar, as we are ries wil: Chriſt, while weare on Earth ; So 
far we are entred imo the Kingdom of Hea5en, before we are out of the Boay. 

St. Paul ſpeaks to the Coloſſians, as being; Riſea with Jeſus Chriſt, Col. g. 1. 
If ye then be Riſen with Chriſ?, ſech. thoſe 1:25, which are above, where Chriſ 
ſitteth on the Right Hand of God. 

2. nſw. We may in this Life attain to a State of Reyalry,and Joy Com- 

R 2 OO parativnh. 
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Paratively. We may come to that Degree of Liberty, Power, Peace,- and 
Pleaſure in Holineſs ; which may be a Reſurreon into the Kingdom of God, 
aad Heaven, compared with lower Degrees of Grace, thorow which we paſs. 

St. Pau! ſpeaks to the Galatians : But now after that ye have known God, or 
rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak, and beggerly Elements, 
whereunto ye deſire again to be m Bondage ? Galat. 4. 9. Here you have deſcri-.. 
bed a T2vo-fold State of Grace on Earth. 'The Firſt is in theſe words: Afrer 
that ye have known God, or rather are known of God. This knowledge of God 
is 12 1he Spirit, and Truth. There the Apoſtle expreſleth it rather, by a being 
02m of Ged, or, as ſome interpret it, a being made to know by God. The 
tenſe 3s rhe fame, whichis this: Thecoming in of: God after a Spiritual man- 
zer,and making himſelf 4» the Spirit One with our Spirits ; ſo that God inthe 
Power of his Spirit is the Principle by which we know : and God in the Appeas, 
raxce of his Spirit is the ObjefF which we know. | 

tow we know God, not an Earthly Figure only of God. Now we are known 
ef God, For weare taken upinto the Light, and Spiriz of God. Now we are 
1ade to know hy God. For it is God, who both knows, and is known in us. I 
is the Light, and Spirit of God, in, and by which we know. 

The Second State ceicribed 1s in theſe words: How turn ye again to weak, 
and beggerly Elements? The Principles of this Creation are theſe Elements, 
which are week, becauſe they cannot hold forth God to us, but in a very un- 
certain way, full of Fear, and Doubt. "They are Beggerly,becauſe they can con- 
vey to us very littte of the Riches, Fulneſs, Greatneſs, Grace, Glory of God. 

When we firſt come to the knowledge of God, for the moſt part we know 
him after this manner, by the Radiments of the Fleſh, the Elements of this 

Verld. And fo long we are in Bondage, carried on by Fear, and Hope, in a Ser- 
vile way : ſeeing very little Glory,enjoying very little Freedom in our Religion. 

You that are..in this Condition, wtioſe Feers are your Food, whoſe Tears are 
your Drink, by Day and Night: Up, and be.travelling- forward thorow this 
Shadowy Vale,you iay-come to ſuch a State of Holinels even-here in this Life, 
as will bea Heaven compared with this Wilderneſs, in which-now you wan- 
der. When you ſhall attain to'a Spiritual underſtanding of 'Things, you will 
think your ſelves come. forth from a Priſon-houſe, in which before, like Samſon, 
you were made to Grind,with your Eyes out ; into a Palace, where you fit,and 
reign like Kings, in a Divine Light, Liberty, and Foy. 

Thus we may, while we live here, attain to a State of Royalty Compara- 
tively, in reſpect to the former State of our Spirits, in an befiriew Degree of 
Holineſs. | 

3+ "7-5 We may enjoy the Kingdom-of Heaven on. Earth in the Firſt 

ruzts OL 1t. 
Pp Rom. 8. 2.3. St. Paul faith in the name of thoſe Saints, that were as he 
was.:. Not only they, (that ts, the Creature) but we alſo, who have the Firſt- 
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fruits of the Spirie even we our ſelves,groan in our ſelves, waiting for the Adof- | 


tion, that is, the Redemption of our Bodzes, 

The Firſt-fruts of the S ou 15 the Kingdom of God in the Firſt-fruits. For 
the Kingdom of God is in the Holy Ghoſts, And where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is Liberty. | | | 

Theſe Firft-fraits are not from that Life, which the Soul hath in the Body. 
For in-that Life ſhe groans for the Adoption, But they are from that Life,which 
ſhe hath above the Body in her Spirit, of which ſhe hath ſome Glympſes, Re- 
fle&1ons, and Fore-taſts, as ſhe is in the Body. And theſe are her Firſt-fruits. 

The Body is, as yet, Un-redeemed from a Double Darkneſs, that of the Fleſh, 
and that of the Devil. "The'Soul, as ſhe hives inthe Body, hath her Commu- 
iow with God in the Elements of One, in the Enmity of the Other; as kept 
under by a hard Maſter, and oppoied by a cruel Enemy both at once. 

Anſw. We may on Earth enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 2nd the 
Foy of our Lord, by Faith. | 

2. Corin. 5. 6, 7. We are alwaies Confident, knowing, that, while 2ve are at 
home in the Body, we are atſent from the Lord. For 2e walk not by Sight, but by 
Faith. | | 

St. Paul plainly ſignifies ; that owr Preſence in the Body neceſſarily imports, 
and carries along with it an Abſence from the Lord 7eſ#s. Bur this 1sin reſpe&t 
to the Preſence of Viſion, and Sight ; not of Faith. 

While we are in the Body,we may have that Preſence of the Lord by Faith, 
which-we fhall have by Sighr, when we are out of the Body. 

This Body is an Image, which bears a Repreſentation of the Divine Body, or 
Image of 'T'hings in the Spirit ; but together with a Darkneſs hiding that Di- 
vine Image, which is Chriſt, and a Contrariety oppoſing it. 

The Lord Feſus by his Spirit chews forth himſelf in this Bodily Life to us, 
ſo that we ſee him in the Flefhly Image, as in a Glaſs ; under a Fleijhly Vail, as 
in the Dark ; thorow the . Contrariety of the Fleſhly Appearance, as in a Rid- 
dle. Yet we ſee Him, we enjoy. his true Appearance in the mid{t of all theſe 
Diffcalties. And while we ſee him, we ſee all theſe Difficulties reconciled, and 
ſubdued in Him ; we our ſelves live in Him. Thus we enter into the Kingders, 
and Foy of Heaven by Faith, even while we arein the Fleſhly Body to Sight. 

When we dye, then the Fleſhly Body, and Image is ſwallowed up in Erer- 
nal Darkneſs. Our Souls then come Home to Jeſus Chrilt ; they enjoy the Hea- + 
wvenly Appearance of Things in its own Likeneſs, Face to Face, by Sight ; no 
more by Faith : no more 1n a Glaſs, or in-a Riddle, becauſe the Fleſhly Body 
is taken away : but yer inthe Dark {hill ; not with a Perfect Clearne(s, or Ful- 
neſs ; though with a Nearneſs, and Likeneſs; until the Body be re-aſſumed out of 
that Darkneſs, as a Divine Body. 'T hen, as in Chriſt, ſo in us, the Fulneſs of the 
God-Head ſhall dwell Bodily, in its own Body, which is our Body riſen again 
out-of. Fleſh, and Nature into the Spirit. 

Till - 
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Till then we have the Fulneſs of the God-Head dwelling in us in a Cor- 
trary Body, before-Peath : We have have it dwelling in us without a Body, like 
an Appearance, or Apparition, like a Soul without a Body, in Death. 

I will attempt to make the 4»ſwer to this Zweſtion more plain, and perfe&t 
by a T'wo-fold Diſtintt1on. | 

1. Diſtinft. The Spiritual Man hath a Three-fold State. | 

1. 'The Spiritual Man art frſt lies hid under the Natural Man,as Seed'under 
the Ground. So Sr. Paul ſpeaks of it, Gal. 3. 19. Wherefore ther: ſerved the 
Law, it was added becauſe of Tranſgreſſions, till the Seed ſhould come, to whom 
the Promiſe was made : and it was ordained by Angels inthe hand of a Mediator. 

While a Man lives under the Law, the Seed of Promiſe is not yer come, 
that 1s, the $ piritual Man, which 15 One with Chriſt, and ſo the Promiſed Seed 
is nat come up, or put forth in the Soul. But it lies hid underthe A4niftry of 
Angels, which reſtrain Sin by inward Tmpreſſions, and outward Diſpenſations of 
the Good, or Evil Things of this World : and it lies hid under a Mediater, 
which is the Earthly Image of God, according to this Creation, in which God 
ſtands as a Mediator, between Man, and Himſelf in the Spiritual Image, which 
is the Heavenly Perſun of Jeſus Chriſt. God in this Earthly Image Heightens, 
and Swuppreſſeth Sin, by his Divided Appearances of Mercy, and Wrath; by 
his Divided Adminiſtrations of . Allurement, and Terror ; Reward and Puniſh- 
ment. | 

Thus God as a Mediator ſtands between Man,and the Perſon of Chriſt ; hi- 
ding that Perſon, together with the Spiritual Man, which 1s in Chriſt from 
Man. And fo God converſeth/ with Man, at this Diſtance, after this manner, 
till the Seed come, in which God and Man are no more Two, but One Spirit in 
Teſts Chriſt. 

T's is the Firſt State of the Spiritual Man. | | 

2. Secondly, the Spiritual Man breaks forth thorow the Natural Man, ap- 
pears # it, and together 29115 it, Gal. 2. 20. I live, yet not I, but Chriſt l;- 
weth in me ; and 1he life, which I live, ts by the Faith of the Son of God, 8c. 

Chriſt, and the Spiritual Man are joyned together by an inſeparable Union. 
When theſe break forth in a Man yet clothed with Fleſh ; they draw the Perſon 
of a Man, to have his Life in themſelves, as in his proper Principle. They ſhew 
forth themſelves ro him, as that Appearance, and Image of Things, in which 
he is to dwell. The Principles of Nature are now asa Death to a Man, fo far, 
as he abides in them. "I'he Flejhly Image of Things, is a Priſon, or an Inchant- 
ment, or a Whoriſh Woman to him. He loaths the Embraces of it, though he 
cannot quite ſhake it off. A Saint now labours to crucify,and caſt off both theſe. 
Yet while he is ſhut up in them, he comforts himſelf 7», he caſts himſelf upon 
the Spiritual Man; and the Lifeof Chriſt, which dwell in The/z together with 
him, and look forth rhorow theſe, as thorow the Lattices upon him, 

3. TheTtird State of the Spiritual Man, is that, in which he is Abſolute, 


free 
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free from the Bonds of the Fleſh, no more Comprehended by,but Comprehending 
the Natural Man in himſelf. | 

St. Paul ix of this State, 2 Corin. 5. 2. In this we groan earneſtly,de- 
firing to be cloathed upon with our Houſe, hich is from Heaven. 

As Teſus Chriſt 18 at the ſame time, Bleſſed, and Glorious in Heaven ; yet 
withal living in thy Flefh, who art a Member of Him,and ſuffering with thee : 
So thy Spiritual Man, even while it 1s frezghtned here below in thy Natural 
Life, 1s at Liberty above in Heaven in Jeſus Chriſt. | 

This Man at once comes down from Above in its full Glory upon thee; and 
breaks forth from Below, from out of thy Fleſhly Life toa full-Liberty. And 
this is the Houſe, which comes down from Heaven, tocloath thee, that thou 
mayſt not be naked. | 

But this Houſe from Heaven doth not cloath thee, till thy Earthly Taberna- 
cle be diflolved in Death ; as appears by the firſt verſe of that Chaprer cited next 
before, 2 Corin. 5. 1. When our Earthly Tabernacle is diſſolved, we have a 
Houſe not made ith Hands, Eternal inthe Heavens. 

Theſe are the Three States of the Spiritual Man. The Firſt of theſe is the 
Legal State of a Chriſtian. The Second, is the Evangelical State before Death. 
The Third 1s the Angelical State, thar State to which we cannot come, but by 
Death, or a Change inſtead of Death, when, as Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaketh , 7e ſha!l 
be as the Angels m Heaven. 

Thus much we have ſpoken of the Fir? Diſtinfion. 

2. Diſtinit. The Second Diftinttion 15 upon the Spiritual Man mn the Evan- 
gelical State ; or upon an Evangelical Chriſtian in this Life. He alſo hath Three 
Diftint Growths. 

St. Fohn ſpeaks of all Three in One Place, 1 John 2. 12. I write to you 
Little Children, becauſe your Sins are forgiven for his Names ſake. v. 12. 1 write 
wnto you Fathers, becauſe you have known Him, 20ho is from the Beginning. I 
write unto you Young Men, becauſe ye have overcome the Wicked One. Iwrite un- 
to you little Children, becauſe ye have known the Father. v. 14. T have written ' 
unto you- Fathers, becauſe ye have known Him, that is from the Beginning. I have 
written unto you Toung Men, becauſe ye are ſtrong, and the Word of God abideth 
7 you, and ye have overcome the Wicked One. 

The Apoſtle doubles his mention of all Three Grohe, for Certainty, and 
Efficacy ; that we may take the more Clear, and Diſtin# notice of it, He pla- 
ceth the Two Extreams, the Children, and Fathers, Firſt. Then he puts the 
AMiddle-State in the Laſt Place ; becauſe that is the more Remarkable,and Aftive 
in the World. The Children are not yet grown up to the Conflift. "The Fathers 
are paſt the Brunt, and violence of it. For the fame Reaſon in his Reperition 
he adds ſomething, when he ſpeaks of the Young Men to encourage them. 

Now let us ſpeak a word or two particularly of Each of thefe Growths. 

i. "The Firſt Growth of an Evangelical Ghriſftian-1s his Ghild-hood. The 
| Spirt-- 
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tual Man, when it firſt begins to pur forth itſelf in us, fuits itſelf much to our 
Natural Capacities, puts irſelf into Fleſhly Forms, and Appearances, as into 
Swathing Bands. Yet it ſubmits and ſubordinates all theſe Appearances, to the 
Spiritual Appearance itſelf inthe higheſt,and moſt grown State. Ir Owns 'That ; 
It Depends upon That: Ir Directs its, Growth: ro "That. "Thus it is a Zurrle 
Child, and Knows the Father. | | 

2. Secondly an Evangelical Chriſtian comes to be a Young Man. This is 
then, when thou comet to diſtinguiſh between the Fleſhly, and the Spiritual 
Appearances of the Spiritual Man,, or of Jeſus Chriſtin thee. 

When a Saint grows ſtrong in Spiritual Appearances, when he begins to 
avide firmin them ; then he ſers himſelf againſt the Fleſhly Appearances ; be- 
cauſe the Devil hath his Chiefeſt Srrength, and Seat in them. 

And now thou haſt overcome the Wicked One, when once thou haſt diſcove- 
red, and diſcerned the Fleſhly Appearances from the Spiritual Life itſelf. When 
thou laboureſt to crucify the One, as faſt, as it Grows up ; that thou mayſt live 
more abundantly in the Orher : thou haſt now taken from the Devil his moſt 
Principal Power, and Engine. He is now falling apace, like Lightning from Hea- 
ven, 1n thy Soul, 

Thisisthy Growth, when thou art come to be a Toung Man in Chriſt. 

3- Thou art a Father in the Goſpel. when thou knoweſt Him,who 2as from 
the Beginning. This is the End, and Perfettion of the Goſpel in thy Hears, to 
bring torth that Xy/tery of God, which was hid from the Foundation of the 
World : to Diſcover God in thee, as he 1s the F:rff,and the Laſt ; the Beginnivg 
and the End; the Almighty ; the All-comprehending ; the ſame Yeſterday, ro Day, 
and for ever. 

\V hen thou knoweſt God,as He was from the Beginning ; thou knowelt him, 
as the Fulneſs,Gathering up all things into Ove G/ory in Himſelf ; rhou knoweſt 
him, as the Fountain, ſending forth all things from himſelf ; thou knoweſt him, 
as 2 Father, living in all things, as his own Oxt-gegs, and loving al! things 
for his own fake. 

When thou knoweſt God after, this manner, thou knoweſt zhy ſelf, as thou 
wert #2 God from the Beginning. This Appearance of God,and of thy ſeif,which 
wasfrom the Beginning, being brought forth in thee, changes thee into their 
own Likeneſs. So thou becomeſt like God,a Father, Poſſeſſing the Fulneſs of all, 
Flowing forth into all, Enjoying thy (elf ſweetly in, and chorow all. 

But this is to be remembred all along, that thou haſt this D:ſcovery of God, 
and Conformity to God in this High State, not Abſolutely, or Nakedly : but thou 
haſt it vailed under the Darkneſs of the Fleſh, and mingled with rhe Frailties 
of it. 

This 1s the Higheſs Degree of the Evangelical State on Earth. But it falls 
ſhort af the Angelical Stare after Death. It is next to it, the Image, and the 
Firſt-fraits of uw. 

This 
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[This is the Anſwer to the Firſt Queſtion: How far one may enter into the King- 
dom of God on Earth ? | 

Peſt. 2. How may we attain to this State of Spiritual Foy, which is the 
Kingdom of God? | 

Anſ. My way of anſwering to this Queſtion ſhall be by Shewing you thoſe 
Myſtakes, which keep very many Saints very long from this Joy ; It then by 
endeavouring to remove thole Miſtakes. | 

Theſe Miſtakes are Principally Three : 

1. Miſtake: That Spiritual foy is indeed the Delight, but not the Duty of a 
Samt. 

2. Miſtake : That we are to take the Riſe of cur Foy from a Reflefion upon 

ſomething mm our ſelves. 

3- Miſtake: That Spiritual Darkneſs, Deſertions and Griefs cannot ſtand to- 

gether with Spiritual Foys. 
I will begin with the Firſt of theſe Miſtakes. 

. 1. Miſtake: That Spiritual Foy may be-the Delight, but is not the Duty of a 
Chriſtian. "This is a Secret Principle, which works very often in the moſt Up- 
right Hearts: That Thus Foy is rather the Prerogative of a grown Saint ; thana 
Precept from God to every Child of his: thar it is, aReward for great Services,and 
Progreſles in the Way of Chriſt;bur nor a'Work Enjoyned,andExpedted byChriſt. 

I will propound to you Five Rules for the taking away of this miſtake. 
Rule : The Command in Scripture. | 
Rule: The Inſeparableneſs of Knowledge, and Foy in Spiritual Things. 
Rule : The Inſeparablensſs of Faith, and Foy. : 
Rule : The Inſeparableneſs of Lowe, and Foy. 
Rule :. The Injeparableneſs of Purity, or Holineſs, and Foy. 

I. Rule: The Command im Scripture. T could give very many Inftapee; in 
the plain Zetter of the Scriptures, where 41 without any Note of Diſtin&ion 
are commanded to Repoyce. 

I will fatisfy my ſelf with the mention of that One Place: Philip. 4. 4. 
Rejoyce im the Lird ahvay : T ſay again, Rejoyce. | 

See how the Apoſtle Dowvles the Command, and ſpeaks it with a wehemen- 
cy, and tells you plainly, that 1t 1s his Command, and Charge to you from the 
Lord. Tſay again, Rejoyce. He ſpeaks, as if he knew, how apt we were to 
Miſtake in this Point, and think Spiritual Foy were no Precept from God, or 
Duty 1n us. | - 

The Apoſtle extends the Command to al! Perſons, and all Times: Rejoyce 
alwaies. No Perſon is excuſed, no Condition is exempred from this Delightful 

Duty of Repoycing. | | | 

St. Paul clearly implies the Reaſon, why the Command 1s lo unlimited, in that 
word : In the Lord. Can any Condition be fo Sad, as to take away thy Foy 
in Jeſus Chriſt ? Is there any Affi&ion mn which thou haſta Greater Cauſe of 
Sorrow, than thou haſt of Adrih in thy Saviour? S _ Hath 
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Hath not He Comforts for every Seaſon? Cures for every Sore? Cannot He: 
make thy Aftition ſelf matter of Glorious Foy ; and turn thy Covering of 
Sack-cloth into a Garment of Praiſe? 

There is no Perſon, which is not a Proper Subjeft for Foy, as he is in Teſs 
Chriſt. There is no Condition, which is not a Proper Object of Foy, if it be 
ſeen in Chriſt. 

This is the Fir/# Rule. 

2. Rule: The Inſeparableneſs of Knowledge, and Foy in Spiritual Things. 
Thou &howeſt no more Spiritually,than thou Rejoyceſt. Spiritual Knowledge,and 
Spiritual Foy are born together, grow together, ſleep together, wake together in 


the Soul ot Man. 


Thou art no longer in the Light of the Lord, than thou art in the Foy of 
the Lord. 


Prowv.3.17. Her ways are ways of Pleaſantneſs; all her Paths are Peace. Solc- 
2801 ſpeaks of W/i/dom,and underſtanding. This Place hath a Two-fold Senſe: Firſt, 
all the F/ays of God, as He goes forth in them by Feſus Chriſt, who is the W/(- 
dom of God, are Peace, that /1s,a S2eet, Agreeable Harmony in themſelves, and 
with the Soul of Man. "They are leaſantmeſs, that is, a Sparkling forth with 
Good, and Satisfattion to every Faculty, or Deſire. 

Secondly: "The Ways, and out-goings of Wiſdom in thy Soul carry Peace,and 
Pleaſure along with them. IF the Light of God ſhine upon any Thing in thy 
Spirit, it will put a Foy upon that Thing. So far as theu ſeeſt 'Things in the 
Lighe, and Method of God, as he goes forth in them ; thou canſt not bur have 
Peace, and Pleaſure. 

All Want of Foy proceeds from Ignorance, or a Fleſhly underſtanding, which 
is Darkneſs, and not Light ; or a Perverted Knowledge. 

So far as thou halt a Rig he underſtanding, a Spiritual Knowledge of God,thy 
felf;,or this Creation, thou canſt not but have Foy. | 
" 1. Firſt,if thou haſt a Spiritual Knowledge of God, thou wilt be fild 
with oy. If thou knoweſt God in the Spyrit, thou knoweſt Him in Glory. For 
the Spirit of God, and of Glory are both One, 1 Pet. 4. 14. 

hen thou knoweſt God Spiritually, thou knowelt Him, as He knoweth 
Himſelf. For God is a Spirit, fohn 4. So thou haſt the ſame Objett of Foy, 
thou haſt before thee the ſame Image to Rejoyce #n,as God himſelſ hath. 

When thou comeſt to a Spiritual knowledge of God,thou Rtandeſt in a Liglt, 
in which thou ſeeſt all Things, as Horſes of Fire, and Chariots of Fire, of thu 
Fire, which is God mm Glory, | 

If thou knoweſt any thing of God Spiritually, thou knowelt God, to Bring 
forth All, to Fill All, to Be Al] : Thou ſeeſt all Things, as Light in His Light, 
Living m His Life, Spirits in This Spirit. : 

Canſt thou want Foy, when thou meeteſt with every thing in God, the FÞ 
Fruit of God, Full of God, One Spirit with God to thee? | 
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2. Secondly, it thou. know thy /eif Spiritually, thou cariſtfnot want 

A Spiritual Knowledge of thy ſelf holds theo forch to thy ſelf, as ah 
with Feſus Chriſt. Thou ſeeſt rby /elf there, where thou ſeeſt Chriff. Thou ſteſt 
Feſus Chriſt there, where thou ſeelt thy ſelf. He that is joyned to the Lord, is one 
Spirit with Him, 1 Corin. 6. 17. 

Doſt thou in any Sufferings know, that Feſus Chrift and Thou make butOne 
Spirit in thoſe Sufterings ; and canſt thou forbear to Rejoyce in them ? 

Canſt thou :h;nkof no Glory or Blefledneſs in Heaven itſelf, but thou know- 
eſt, that Jeſus Chriſt, and Thou make but One' Spirit in that Glory ; and canlt 
thou chuſe, but Joy in it ? | 

Haſt thou this Knowledge, that thy Saviour and thy ſelf run along thorow 
all Things. T'wiſted into One Spirir, undivided in Light, and Darkneſs, from 
the Beginning to the End of Things? and haſt thou not Foy in all Things ? 

A Spiritual Knowledge of thy ſelf teacheth thee to look upon thy ſelf, as 
made in the Image, and Likeneſs of Chriſt. 

Jeſus Chriſt ſaith of Himſelf, Fobn 3. 13. No man hath aſcended up into 
Heaven, but He, that came down from Heaven, even the Son of Man, that is in 
Heaven. | 

Jeſus Chriſt had One Par: of Himſelf above in Heaven, at the ſame time, 
that the Other Part of Him was below on Earth. | 

As Jeſus Chriſt unites God, and the Creature in his own Perſon ;. his Face 
being as the Su ſhining in the Higheſt Glory, when his Feet are in the Fur- 
nace, the Fire and Fading State of the loweſt "Things : So the Soul of, Man in 
her Nateral State unites the Heaven, and the Earth, the Inviſible,) and the 
Viſible Part of this Creation. es 

Thy Soul in her Top, and Swpream Part, which is her Trueſt ſelf, and ſub- 
ſtance, lives ever Inviltbly, and Immortally among the Angels. She in the mean 
time ſubſiſts here below among theſe Fleeting Shadows, only 1n ber Lower 
Part, in which ſhe is, but as a Shadow of herſelf, 

He that knows this, hath this Foy alwaies, -that the Inconſtancies, and Tu- 
mults of this Life wet bur his Feer, trouble his Dreams only : His Better Part, 
his Faking Part, His Life is Conſtant above theſe Flonds 1n the Company of 
Spirits. Death catcheth thy Shadow, and no more of thee. "Thy true {elf 1s. a- 
bove the Region, and Reach of Death, Immertal, as the Angels,  . | 

But behold ! A Greater Cauſe of ſoy ! Thy Soul in her Spiritual State hath 
a fuller Reſemblance of her Saviour, That Life, which. thy. Soul hath at the 
Top of this Creation, is yet but a Dream, a Show, the Feet uy. a+. wy 

Pſal. 17. 15. Tſhall be ſatisfied, when T awake with thy Likeneſs : Saith 
David. The Sox in this Creation is fallen inro a Sheep, the hath her Sleeping 
Part only here ;and'her Life at Higheſt even in the Angelical S:ate of at, 1s 
but a Dream. | _—_— 

"The: Lffe, the Truth, the Waking, and Chief Part, the Head of thy Soul 1s 
ubove Angels wuh Chrift in God. = Y 2 Toh 


[132] | 
Folm 13, 9, 10. Peter ſaidto Chriſt : Not my Feet only, but my Hands,and 
ny Head. OF ſaith unto him, He that is waſhed, needeth not ſave to waſh his 
Fe, but is clean every whit. . | 

All of thee,.that comes within the Compaſs of this Creation, thy Immortal, 
as well, as thy Mortal Part, all 1s but thy Feet. For all that needs Waſhing. Thy 
Head, and thy Hands are above Nature, in a Spiritual, ani Supernatural Glory, 
ever un-troubled, un-ſpotted, the Jame Yeſterday, to Day, and for ever, |'ke C briſt. 

Dot thou thus Sprritwally diſcern thy ſelf ? Thou canſt nor then bur rejoice 
in the mid{t of all. Changes, and. Confuſrens. For thou ſeeſt thy Life, thy 
True Being ; thou ſeeſt thy ſelf awake ; in an Uzchangeable State, with all Con- 
tents round about thee, as Chriſt in God. 

Thirdly : 1f thou know ths Wor'd Spiritually, thou canſt not want Foy: 

When we look upon this Worldafter a Spiritual manner we ſee it, as a Show: 
Man walks in a vain Show, Pſal. 39. 6. What Pain have all the Miſeries of 
this World to Him, that looks on them, as an Empty Show, without any Sub- 
ftance of Evil ? Nay, whatzPeace, or what Pleaſure do they afford thee, when 
they are, as a Tempeſt in a Pifture, or a Battel in a Story ? 

A Spiritual Eye perceives this World in all the Pzeces, and Particularities of 
it, to be an Image of Heavenly Glories, Rom. 1. 20. The Inviſfble things of 
Him are clearly ſeen by the Things,that are made : Even His Eternal Power,and 
God-Head. g 

The Mindot Man naturally rejoyceth to ſee a Refſemblance of any thing, 
eſpecially of Exce/lcyt Things, eſpecially of Things Beloved. Thou canſt nor 
carry a Spiritual underſtanding with thee thorow the World; but thou wilt 
rejoyce over all the Works of God in the World, when thou ſeeſt thy God, 
with his Beawties, and Bleſſedneſſe; Imaged forth, and brought to thy mind by 
them all. . 

If there be any Thing, which 1s moſt Dark to thee ; thou wilt ſay of that : 
Tet here is ſomething of my God pittured out,though I know not,whbat of Him it s. 

This World 1s a Principal Part of the Myſtery of God. When the Seventh 
Trumpet ſhall ſound, then ſhall che Myſtery of God be finiſhed, Revel. 10. 7. 

This World is indeed a Deep of Darknels, yet it hath the Wonders of God 
in it, They that go down into the Deep,ſee the Wenders of the Lord, Pſal.1 07.24. 

"The Soul ſports itſelf, and plays with the Miſerableſt Things of the World, 
when ſhe perceives herſelf to be in them, as in the midſt of the Adyfery of 
God, and among his Wonders. | 

I have done with the Seeond Rue, by which you ſee, that your Spiritual _ 
Knowledge, and Foy go Hind in Hand. 

Rule : Faith, and Foy are ever in an Equal Degree, and Afivity. Sr. 

Panl prays for the Romans, Rom. |15. 13. Now the God of Hope fill you with 
alt Peace, and Joy in Believing. \\._ 

Faith, Peace, and Joy are Companions of equal Stature, and Fawour in the 

H—— Heavenly 
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Heavenly Life. Fairhand Foy arelike the Su, and Light. Foy is the Davgh- 
ter of " ever as old, and ſtrong, as the rom eng T9 mY 

There are Three foyful Things in Believing. 

1. A Foyful Proſpetf. 2. A TFoyful Poſſe ton. 3. A TFoyful Purchaſe. 

1. A Toyful Proſpett. Faith is the Evidence of Things not ſeen : Heb. 1 r. 
1. Faith ſets Heaven, with all its Angels, Spirits, Joys, Glory, Chriſt, and 
God, whatſoever is Excellent, and Inviſible, i thine Eye. Faith diſcovers all 
theſe Things to thee, with a Conviftion, and Demonſtration of their Reality. ' 

He that believes, hath preſented tothe Sight of his Mind, that Frame of 
Things, in which Go# lives ; and that not as a Show, or Apparition, but in a 
Subſtantial manner. | | 

The Angel of the Lord pitcheth his Camp round about thoſe that Jon hom: : 
Pſal. 34. 7. This Camphath in it all the Powers of the Angelical, and Di- 
wine Nature. "Theſe continually encamp abour a Saint, and encompaſs him in 
the midſt of themſelves. But they are I14/iible, and Faith is their Evidence,the 
Diſcovery of them to thee, in their Trurh. : 

When Jeſus Chriſt had his Safferings upon him, he had a Foy before Him, 
Heb. 12. 2. So much of Faith, as thou haſt iz thee, ſo- much © Foy thou 
haſt continually before thee. | | ; 

Faith, when thou art in a Dungeon gives thee fuch a Proſpe# into Heaven, 
and the God-Head ; as refle&ts a 'Foy, and a Divinity upon the Dungeon itlelf. 

2. Secondly Faith gives thee a Foyful Poſſeſſion. A Wiſe man among the 
Heathen telis us, that there are Three ways of being united to God ; by Knows 
ledge ; by Love ; by Faith. Bur, faith he, this Faith 1s no Empty Image, or Thin 
Perſuaſion; but a Subſtantial incorporation of the Things themſelves with the Soul. 

So faith the Holy Ghoſt, Heb. 11. 1. Faith is the Preſence umazzns the 
Subſiſtence of Things Hoped for. 

Can you have, what you Hope for, and not have Joy ? Do you Hope for 
Heaven, for Jeſus Chriſt, for Freedom from Sin, and Troubles? Do you Hope 
for Foy? So much Faith, as you have, fo much Foy you have, fo much you | 
have already of all that, which you Hope tor. 

Doſt thou fay ; thou haſt Faith, and by Faith the Preſence of thy Saviour, 
the Poſſeſſion of G'ory, and yet haſt thou no Foy ? Say nor, thuu Believelt ; but 
ſhew me.thy Faith by thy Foy. 

He; that believes, cannot but have Foy im Believing ; no more, than he that 
walks in the Light of the Sun, can be without its Hear. | 

. Thirdly, there is in Faith a Foyful Purchaſe. The Life, that T live, faith 
St. Paul, is by the Faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for 
me, Galat. 2. 20. | T: 

Faith makes an Exchange beiween Chrilt, and a Saint. If thou believeſt, the 
Lord Jeſus hath given Himſelf fir 8 bee. Chrift ſtands in thy Stead. And thou 
ſtandeſt in the Stead of Chr, 

Chriſt 


[ 134) 

Chriſt fills thy Room, in the Fleſh ,the world, and all Sufferings. He bears 
the Place of thy Perſon in them. | 

Thou filleſt the Rooms of Chriſt,and beareſt the Perſon of Chriſt in all theſe. 

Can ſuch an Exchange, as this be without its Foy, when Chriſt fands for thee 
in Sorrows, under the Guilt, and Infirmity of them : when thou ftandeſt for 
Chriſt in the Myſtery of Them ? 

This Purchaſe, or Exchange is made in Glory too. The Lord Jeſus is ſet in 
thy place in Heaven, as Thou being the —_— and he the Depwty. I go to pre» 
pare @ Place for you, ſaith the Lord to his Diſciples, Fobn 14. 3. 

Thou ſhalt be taken up into Chri/ts Place there ; Where I am, there ye ſball 
be alſo, Fohn 14. 3. y 

My Beloved is Mine, and I am His : faith the Spouſe in the Canticles. Is not 
this abundant matter of Joy at all Times to thee ? That Glory, which Jeſus 
Chriſt hath now in Heaven, is Theme, as it is His. That Glory, which thou ſhalt 
have hereafter ſhall be Chris together with Thine. 

Thou haſt no Miſery ; Feſus Chriſt hath no Glory alone. 

This is the Parchaſe, or Exchange of Faith. 

4. Rule : So much Spiritual Love, as there 1s in any Soul : ſo much Spire 
tual Foy is there alſo, 1 Pet. "2. 8. Whom having not ſeen, ye Love; then it 
follows a little after : Ne Rejoyce with Foy unſpeakable. 

There 1s a Two-fold Love; | 

I. A Love of Benevolence. 2. A Loveof Complacency. 

1. A Loveof Benevolence. If thou haſt this Lowe to Jeſus Chriſt; thou 
wilt Rejozce to accompliſh His Will, to Glorify Him in thy Self, to make thy 
Self -a Sacrifice in any Kind to his Good Pleaſure : even, as He oftercd Himſelf 
up inthe Fleſh to the Father. : 

2. A Love of Complacency. Is thy Saviour thy Delight ? Is He to Thee, as 
He is to the Father ? Is He thy Beloved, im whom thy Soul reſts * Then is thy 
Foy the /ame,in the midſt of all Changes,while thy |" 0pukt ak Unchangeable. 
\ - If Jeſus Chriſt be Altogether all Pleaſantneſſes, all Lovelineſles to Thee, as 
the Spcuſe exprefſeth Him to her ſelf in the Song of Songs : then, thou canſt 
want no 7oy,though thou be in want of all things; while thou haſt Feſus Chriſe, 

"This 18 the Fourth Rule. | ; 

5. Rule : Foy, and Purity are ever in the Soul in a like Degree. Holinefs, 
and. Happineſs are both One Thing in God, and the Soul. Each is an Elevation 
aboveall Inferiour, and Corrupting, or Corruptible Things: and an Habitarion 
in the Suprearm Good. | 

It is ſaid of God in the Prophet Eſay, that He inhabweth Etermity ; that is, 
Himſelf, Ta. 57. 15. 

Ir is faid by the Saizts toGod in the Pſal. go. 1, Thou haſt been our Dwel- 
ling place from One Generation to another. 


Pure Religion, and Undefiled befere God, and the Father 1s; to keep Himſelf 
Unſpot- 
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Unſpotted from the World, Fames 1. 27. The World is Pitch, For it hies in a- 
Principle of Darkneſs, and Blackneſs. Where it Touches, it Spots. 

He only _ himſelf Pure, who keeps himſelf Choodle by the World ;' 
Un-affe&ed with it. 

So long, as your Parity 15 Un-ftam'd: Your Pleaſure will be Un-troubled.For 
Troubles are below,n the Changeable State of "Things. But a Holy Soul dwells 
on High, in Him, who hath no Shadow of Change. - 

Trouble is in the World, and #; Chriſt all is Peace, Fohn 16. 33. Hold up 
thy Heart, that it ſink not into the World : Hold off thy Heart, that it ſettle not 
onthe World ; and thou at once ſhalt preſerve thy ſelf from Sim and Sorrow. 

Abide in Jefus Chriſt, A# thy ſelf perpetually from, and upon Jeſus Chriſt ; 
fo ſhall thy Purzy, and thy Pleaſures flow continually like a Mighty River, 
which is both Clear, and Calm. | 

I have now fniſh't that, which I had to ſay in the Removal of the Firſt 
Miſtake, which hinders the Soul from attaining to a State of Spiritual Foy. 

2. Miſtake: That we are to take a Riſe of our foy from a Reflettion upon 
ſomething in our ſelyes, We are generally apt to think,that we are tolook to 
our ſelves for the Ground of our Foy ; and that weare to meaſure our Foy by 
that, which we find in our ſelves. 

Go to moſt Chriſtians, when you perceive them full of Foy, and ask of 
them a Reaſon of their Joy : you ſhall hear them telling you, that they have 
Examined their Hearts, and find a Lowe to Ged, to the Children of God, a 
Truſt in God,an unteigned Defire to Pleafe God,an Univerſal Indeavony to. keep 
all the Commandments of God, an Uprightneſs before God, a true Sorrow for 
Sin, a Deteſtation of it, a full Purpoſe to torſake all Sin,with many other Goodly 
Things in Themſelves. 

Go.to other Chriſtians, who put out the Flame of Lite in their Hearts by 
their Szghs, and dim their Eyes with their Tears: Ask them, why they have 
no more Joy in their Lives ; you ſhall have ſome ſuch Anſwer, as -this from 
them: Alaſs! What Joy can there bein my Lite? God with-holds His Grace 
from me, and I can find no Abatement of Corruption, no Life of Holineſs in 
my Soul. I; have ſtrong Temptations, mighty Lifts, and no Powey to with-- 
ſtand them. I cannot Truſt in God, or Believe in Jeſits Chriſt, I find no Profie 
in the Ordinances, I take no Pleaſure at all in Spiritual Things, 

Obj. But you will ſay ; may I not rejoyce, when I diſcover the Forkings of 
Gracein my Heart ? Is 1t nota juſt Cauſe of Grief, when I feel my Heart hard-- 
xed from the Lowe, and Fear of God 2 

Anſ. There is a Right,anda Wrong Way of Rejoycing and Grieving in theſe 
Things. The Miſtake lies here in not Diſtinguiſhing between theſe Ways. 

P/al. 3. 7. David rejoyC'd that the Lord by his Favour had made his Moun- 
tain ſo ftrong. But this Mirth was quickly tarn'd into Monrnrmg. It would not: 
have been /o, if David inſtead of Rejoyeimg in the Mountain made ftrong by 
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the Favour of the Lord, had Rejoyed in the Lord, and bx Favour, which 
made that Mountain ſtrong. . \ 

Or rather, if inſtead of that Favour of the Lord he had made the Lord of 

that Favour.his Foy. i} | 

P/al.: 77. Aſaph abandoned all Foy, and gave himſelf over to Grzef, for 
Gods With-drawings from him in the Senſible Conveyances of His Grace to his 
Soul. v. 2. 3. &c. 1 

But he repents himſelf of Meaſuring his Foy, or Grief, by this Standard ; 

and finds a Cauſe of Joy above theſe 'T'roubles. v. 10. IT ſaid; This s mine 
Infirmity, but Twill remember the Years of the Right Hand of the moſt High. 
| Tihall ſpeak of Spiritual Mourning, when I come to the next Mit ake. 

In the mean time I will give you Two Rules for the Removing of the Miffake 
in this Point of Groundmp our Joys. 

The Two Rules are Theſe. — \ 

I. Rule : Make God, as He js in Himſelf, the Obje&t of your Foy, without 
any Conſideration of your ſelves at all. ; 

2. Rule : Take the Riſe of your Foy from Feſus Chriſt, not, as He Commu 
micates Himſelf to you: but, as He Comprehends you in Himſelf. 

I will begin with the Firſt Rule. 

I. Rule: Make God, as He is im Himſelf, the Obje&# of your Foy ; without 
any Cenſideration of your ſelves at all. 

When St. Paul commands Joy, he confines us to the Perſon of God, for the | 
Matter of our Joy. Philip. 3. 1. Finally, Brethren, Rejoyce in the Lord. 

The Perſon of the Lord hath Space, and Room, and Entertainment enough 
for thy Joys in their largeſt Extent. Thou needſt not wander beſ1lcs the Tents 
of any Creature, within thee, or without thee. 

Do bur ſtill Pzzch thy Thoughts upon this Mark , and thou ſhalt have Plen- 
ty of Joy. He that makes God,as He is Alone, the Matter of his Rejoycing ; will 
tind Abundant mazter of Joy in every Seaſon. 

You have David's Example in this kind, Pſal. 118. 14. The Lord is my 
Strength ; and Song; He is- become my Salvation. 'The Lord is then Strung 3n 
you, and for you,when you receive Him in the Simplicity of His Nature, wn 
mixt with anything of the Creature. 

God 1s weakned, and ſtraitned, when He is Compounded with any other 
thing. You bring Him out of Himſelf, and below Himſelf, when you joyn Him. 
with any thing beſides Hiraſelf. | ' | 

Iris ſaid of Feſis Chriſt in the Goſpel ; that iz One Place He could do no 
Great Work, becauſe of Their Unbelief. 

Faith is the Emptying, and Fallmg Grace, It Empties the Soul of z2ſelf, and 
the Creature. It Fils the Soul with God. 

While we abide in Unbelief, that is, in any Thing of our Oy», or the Crea- 
tures ; we weaken God in us, we bind Him, and make Him w-able: He can do 
0 Great Work in us. We 
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We have God 1a Power, when we have. Him in Purity; we have Him in 

Parity, when we have Him in the Siplicity, and Nakeaneſs of his own Perſon. 

Thus the Lord is thy Strength. And thus muſt He be thy Song, the Subje&t 

of thy Fey. When thou /ingeſ# of God alone, then art thou ſtrong, and haſt 
ferong Foys. EERLEE 

\The Lord is thy Salvation. So far, as thou goeſt out of thy ſelf, and the 
IVerld ; fo far, as thou entreſt into God, thou entrelt 1nto*Salvarion, Foy, and 
Heaven itſelf. | 

L will back this Rule with ſome Particular 1otives. 

i. Motive: Look to God in the Nakedneſs of His own Perſon, and you ſhall 
ſee Light, without any Darkneſs. 

Fohn 8. 12. Feſus Chriſt faith of Himſelf : I am the Light of the World, 
He that followeth me, ſhall not alk in Darkneſs,but ſhall have the Light of Life. 
Our Saviour is the Light, that points, and chalks out our way to us, He is the 
Star that goes before us, and ſtands over the God-Head, as the Houſe, in which 
He, and We mult hind our Reft, and dwell for Ever. 

Follow Chriſt. Which way goes Chriſt ? He gocs by the Croſs, and thorow 
Death. He deſcends to the Lowermoſt Darkneſs, Then He aſcends thorew all 
things,till He comes above All. He goes up above the Higheſt Heavens,zato God. 

Go you after the Lord Jeſus. "Tread in the Steps of this Shepherd of the 
Flock. Go by the Crofs, the Death,and the lowelt Darkneſs.Carry every thing 
of the Creature with thee, this Jay into Theſe. Then riſe up our of All, pals 
thorow All, till thou come beyond All unto the High, and Ho!'y Habitation of 
the God-Head, | 

« TF thy Heart be in this Treaſure of the Divine Nature, if thine Eye be upon 
it, and thy Way be rowards it : thy Way uicit ſhall be a Light of Truth, and 
Joy without any Darkneſs. ft) 

P/al. 104. 2. IVho covereſt thy ſelf with Light, as with a Garment, and 
ſeretcheſt out the Heavens !tke a Gurtain. 

Every Thing of the Creature is a Covering upon God, even the Brighteſt, 
the moſt Beauritul Piece of the Creature; the Lig4t wfelf. 

'The Highef, and moſt Glorious Things, the Heavers themſelves, are Cur- 
tains drawn before the Lord, Hidmeg, and Darkning Him to us. 

You muſt break thorow the Light ot Angels, the Hightlt Heavens, the Di- 
vineſt Excellencies of this Creation, into the Open Face of the God-Head ; if 
you will have rhe true Light of Peace, and Joy in your Spirits. 

While you fit under any Thing Created, you hit under a Cloud, in the Dark: 
you can never be free from Fears, Dovbrs, Uncertainiies, and Unſatisfactions. 

This 1s tne Firſt Motive. | | 

2. Afotive. Set your Heart, and Thouzhts on .Gcd im the Simplicity of His 
own Nature ; and you ſhall fit down under Lewe, without any Mixture of Wrath. 

Eſa. 27. 4. The Lord faith of Himſelf: Fury is not in me, who would 
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ſet the Bryars, and Thorns againſt me in Battel ? Ivould go m_ them,T] would 
burn them together. God, as He is in the Singleneſs of His own Perſon, and Na- 
ture, hath nothing of Wrath'in Him, bur all Sweetneſs, Love, and Blefſedneſs. 

God in Himſelf is Light, and Love, He is a Fire, a Principle of Wrath, on- 
ly as He is in the Fleſhly Creature, Straitned, Imprifoned, and Reſiſted. by the 
Darkneſs of the Fleſh. 

If you hold up any Created Strength or Excellency before God ; you ſer 
Bryars, and Thorns againſt Him, upon which God Kindles in his Wrath, as a 
Conſuming Fire. | 
1 Corin. 3. 11. St. Paul tells us, that Feſws Chriſt is the Foundation, and 

 y. 12. If any Man build upon this Foundation, Gold, Sitver, Precious Stones, 
Hay, Stubble; then faith He. v. 13. Every Mans work ſball be made mani- 
Feſt ; it ſball be revealed by Fire.-- 

Letthy God be laidin thy Heart, as the Foundation of thy Joy. Hevws a 
Living Rock, a Living Corner-Stone. It thou reſign thy ſelf to Him, and re 
on Him : He will grow up unto a Building of Pleaſure,and Glory in thee. Li- 
ving Precious Stones of all Joys, and Beauties, will fpring up out of Him. 

But take thou heed of laying ouany Thing, thy ſelf, upon this Rock. For 
whatever it be, though it be not Hay, and Stubble only, but Gold, and Precious 
Stones; though it ſhould be the Immortal Excellencies of Angels, the Glory of 
the Firſ# Image in Nature, the Bequties of the Earthly Paradiſe : This Rock of 
the Gol-Head will be, as an Irreſiſtible Fire at the Bottom of them, breaking 
forth upon them, and Devouring them. 

| Then thine own Perſon may be ſaved, becauſe it 1s Roozed in the Rock,and 
hath the Foundation of the Lord in it, which abides Sure. But this will be, as 
by Fire. 'Thou muſt paſs thorow the Fire, in which thou ſhalt leave all thy 
"ops behind thee, which have been thy ples rn and Additionals upon 
the Foundation. 'Thy Perſon alone ſhall.eſcape naked out of the Fire, having 
nothing left, but the naked Foundation, or the Rock, for a Clothing to it. 

St* Fobn faith : He, that dwells in love,dwidl.s in God. So far, as you dwell in 
any thing of the Creature, you dwell under the Vail, in the Fire, under the 
Law, under an Adminiſtration of Wrath, and Death: you cannot be free 
from Trouble, and Torment ; Death will feed upon you. 

Dwell Nakedly in God, and you dwell Entirely in Lowe. Let a Naked God 
dwell in you, andas you take ina Nsked God, you take '1n Naked Love into 
your Souls. | | 

Thus much for the Second Motte. 

2. Motive: Clofe with Godin the Abſtrafedneſs of his own Being, as he 1s 
unclothed of all the Creatares ;and. you cloſe with Eternal Life itſelf, where there 
25 no more any Death. \ | 

See how David Rejoyceth: Pſal. 18. 46. The Lord lives, and Bleſſed be 
my Reck, David look'd off. from all other Things, and turned his Eyes upon the 

7 OE Lord 
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Lord alone.In the Lord he fees Life,and this is bis Life. He conſiders nothing 
Tranfitory,or Moveable. His Rock is alone in all his 'Thoughts.He Bleſſerh his 
Rock. He triumpheth in the Bleſſedneſs of his Rock. And this is hisBleſſedneſs. 

Follow Davids Example, and :by Heart ſhall Je, while there is Life in God, 
Say ; my Friends, and my Body may die ; my Graces, and my Comforts may 
wither, bur the Lord lives. Imay be miſerable, the whole #r/4 may be miſe- 
rable round about me; but Bleſſed be my Rock: "There [ ſee, and tind a Life 
in the midſt of Death, and Bleſſedneſs in a Heap of MMſeries. 

The Lord lives Truly : all other Things below Him, are Dead, and have 
only a Shadow of life. The Lord lives Eternally: He hath no End of Days, 
no Chayge of Life, or Shadow of Change. 'The Lord lives Univerſally : He 
lives in all Things, He comprebends all Lives in Himſelf, He gives a Life to all 
Things in Himſelf : All Thmgs live to God, Luk. 20. 38. 

If thou look to, or for an thing below, or beſides God, thou ſhalt certainly 
find it in the Region of the. Shadow of Death; and Death feeding upon it 
with his Iron Teeth of Divitions, DiſtraCtions, Cares, Changes, and Griets. 

Look into the Book of this World, and thou ſhalt find it a Book of Death, 
where thou ſhalr ſee every thing Dead, or Dying, Betraying thee to Death, and 
Amazing thee with the Fear of Death. 

Look into thine own Heart, and thou ſhalt find that, ' a Book of Death, and 
Hell, fl'd with Darkneſs, Guilt, Fear, Torment. The beſt things there, thy 
Graces are written with Black, and Bloody Letters, in much Obſcuriry, hard to 
be diſcerned ; in much Impurity, baving little Life of Comfort in them. 

But if thou wilt look into the Perſon, and Nature of God, thou ſhalt fee the 
Hook of Life opened to thee. God 1s that Book of Life, in which thou ſhalt ſee 
thy Self and all Things F/ritten with the Beams of the Light of Life. Here 
thou ſhalt neither read, nor hear no more fad Stories of Death. 'T hou ſhalt ſee 
Neath itſelf Shining in the Light of Lite. 

God is a Bright, and the Laſt Darkneſs. The Darkneſs of Death itſelf is 
{ſwallowed up into Life, and mortality in Him. O Death I will be thy Death. 

Live only to God, and wpor God ; Confider nothing but Him only. So ſhall 
thy Foy alwaies be as Life from the Dead, as the Foy of Harveſt, I mean that 
Heavenly Harveſt, the Reſurre&107. 

4. Motive : Pitch thy Spirit upon the Single Perſon of God ;, ſo thou ſhalt fall 
mto an Infinitene[s of Satisfattion. 

This is the Advice of David, Plalm 37. 4. Delight thy ſelf im the Lord, 
and he ſhall give thee thy Hearts Deſire. The Deſires of man are Tufmiteneſs 
budding forth from its Seed in the Sou]. Theſe Defrres are ever in Motion,and 
Reſtleſs, till they put forth into Tnfnireneſs ifelt. All the Creatures are tos 
Strait, and Narrow for them. "They are Unquict, while they are contained 
within the Compaſs of any Creature ; becauſe every Creature 1s Fire. 

They beat againſt the {des of it,till they break thorow it into the Innfinite- 
ne/s of God. T Make 
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Make God thy Delight ; and there is nothing which thou canſt :hizk of, 
or wiſh for, but thou ſhalt have it in him. In God thou ſhalt meet with thy 


Self, in any State, or. Form, in all States or Forms, which thou canſt delire, at 


once.In God thou ſhalt meer with whatever thou haſt Enjoyed,and wouldft fain 
Enjoy again, with whatever Enjoyment thou haſt fallen ſhort of, and ſongeſ# for. 
If there be Loſs, Shame, Grief, or Evil, which thou wouldft fain have aboli- 


ſhed, and to be as if itmever had been. If thou wouldſt have any Time paſt 


brought back again ; any Good, or Content, which hath been defac'd, or 
ſtained, renew'd; thou ſhalt have this Aboliſhment of what thou wilt, this 
Reftitution'of what thou wilt,in God. For He will give thee thy Hearts Deſires. 

God is All, if he be Alone, As He is in 11:m/elf, He is Infinite. If you add 
any Thing to Him, or take Himcloath'd w:ichany thing of the Creature; you 
raake Hun Fmite, and folooſe Hims quite. | 

Itis a Joy from the Creature, which is a Confined Joy. If thy Joy be purely 
from God ; if it be from an Un-compounged Cauſe,it will be an Us-confined Joy. 

Search then, if thy Griefs encreaſe, as thou applieſt Spiritual Comforts to 
them ; thou then doſt bur rake ſomething of God, as a New piece of Cloth; 
and foweſt that to the O/d Garment of the Fleſh, and Creature in thee ; fo the 
Rent becomes worſe, For it thou think to patch up that which 1s Thine, or the 
Creatures, with that, which is Gods ; He will tear more of it away and leave 
thee ſtill more Broken, and Naked. 

Ler thy Heart go out of all Things into God,make Him thy Delight Alone, 
and He will give thee Al] thy Defires. 

"Theſe are are the Motives to perſuade you to the Firſt Rule, to make God 

in the Smgleneſs of his own Perſon, your Foy. 
- Obj. Butnow ſome one may fay : Shall we fo giye our ſelves to look up to 
God. in Contemplation, as never to. look down upon our own Converſation ? 
Shall we conſider God only, and take no Care of our Selves ? Shall we fatisfy 
our Selves to-think, that God'is moſt Holy, and moſt Excellent, though we 
1a. the mean time be never fo Sinful, and- Vile ? Is not this like Him, who 
gazed upon-the Stars, and fell into the Ditch ? 

Anſ.. While we thus Ohj2#, \ we err, not knowing the Power of God, 
nor the Way of the Spirit of Man. And this is my Two-fold Anſwer: the Fir 
from.the Power of God; the Second, from the Spirit of Man. 

i. Anſ. From the Power of God. The Light of God is the L:ght of Life, 
as Teſus. Chriſt calls it. It is no Dead' Light, it works, Tranſplanting the Soul 
into the fame Principle, Transforming the Soul into the ſame Image with itſelf. 

Asthe Beams of. the Sun have a Heat, and Influence going along with their 
Light :.ſo have.the Appearances of God to the Soul, a Fire in them, which 
baptizeth it; 

The Dyſcoveries of - God carry the Spirit.of God along with them, by which 

thoſt. Excellencies of: God are, and. A#, whereſoever they: Appear, according 
”" 
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to the Manner, and Meaſure of their Appearance, 2. Cor. 3. 18. Beholding 
the Glory of the Lord, we are changed into the Likeneſs of the ft Image, even 
as by the Working of the ſame Spirit. 

To know thee, is Eternal Life; faith Teſus Chriſt to his Father, John 17. 2. 
Spiritual Changes are made in Spiritual Contemplations. "The Knowledge of God 
is the Life of God in the Soul, which firſt brings forth itſelf in the Flower, and 
then in the Fruz, | | 

It was ſaid under the Law; No man can ſee God,and live : that is in,or to him- 
ſz1f.But the Goſpel ſaith : No man can ſee me,and lie dead in Sin,or Fleſh, x John 
2. 4. He that ſaith, I know Him, and keepeth not his Commandments,is a Liar. 

Look wnto me, and be ye [aved ; faith God in the Prophet, Ta. 45. 22. 
Santtification, and Salvation, Holineſs, and fcy come down upon us when- 
we lock up to God - 

2. Anf. From the Spirit of Man. What is it Draws Man on to any Courſe? 
Is it not ſome Image ſet up before the Eyes of His mind ? What is it, which 
. Drives the Soul ſwiftly forward in any way ? Is it not the Delight, which it 
feels and enjoys? 

1. Our Saviour tells thee, Mat. 6. 22. The Light of the Body is the Eye : 
if thine Eye be Single, thy whole Body ſha!! be full of Light. Such asthe Image 
1s, Which is in the Eye, ſuch is the whole Man. It the Eye takes in One,Pure, 
Simple Image of Him, who 1s One, who alone is Good ; then is the Eye Single : 
for 1t becomes Oye with this Image: Then 1s the whole Body Light. For every: 
Member is formed, and moved according to that Imape. 

But if the Eye be Evil, taking in the Double,the Divided Image of any Crea- 
ture ; then the who:e Body is Dark ; it is Uncertain, Confuſed, Diſtrafed inall 
its Members, and Motions. | 

This is the Ad;ſery of Men,that their Light is Darkneſs. They have no other 
Images of 'Fhings before theirEyes,no Appearances of God in their Underſtan- 
dings, befide thoſe of this World,” and the Creature. 'Tkis fills their Life witly 
all manner of Diſorder. $20 | 

It were Happy for us, that we were always in the Contemplations of God, 
that we had Him aloe in all our Thoughts: ſo ſhould the Eye of our Soul be 
Single, and we ſhould be ever carryed on towards that Single, Supream Good,ac- 
cording to Him, as Children of Light. 

'Fhe Eye, wherever it 1s ; is the Higheſt Image, and Repreſentative ; the Im- 
mediate Predu&ion, Habitation, and Tulet of the Superiour Principle, or Power: 

As the Appearance is in. the Eye ; fo are the A#imgs and. Out-goings thorow 
the whole Body. 

The fame Word in Hebrew ſignifies the Eye, and a Fountain. 

The Eye, and the Heart are the ſame "Thing in Spirituals ; having only this 
diflerent: Notton ; the Heavt is as the Princip/e in the Image; the Eye as the Image 
in the.Prixciple: the Heart as the Unity.in the Variety; the Eye,asthe Variety, us 
rae. 


| [142] 
the Unity : the Heart, as the Father in the Sox ; the Eye, as the Som, which 
hath the Father inghe Trinity. | 

But to return, thus you ſee,that it 1s the Image,which we have in our Minds, 
which draws us to Good, or Evil. ' 

2. It is Delight, which drives us. 'This is the Oy] to the heels of our Soul, 
The Foy of the Lord 5 your Strength. 

Where your Treaſure, there will your Hearts be : ſaith our Bleſſed Lord, Mat. 
6. 21. That is a Mans Treaſure, in which he hath Foy. O that we had lefs 
Foy in the Creatures, and more in;the Creator : then would our Treaſure, and 
Hearts be in Heaven | 

Cant. 1. 3. The Spouſe ſaith to Jeſus Chriſt : Thy Name is as an Ointment 
poured forth : therefore do the Virgins Ive thee. See the Kindly, the Spiritual 
IVay of the Lord, with that\Soul which he eſpouſeth to Himlelf. 

1. He poureth forth his Name, the Diſcovery of his Perſon, and Excellen- 
+ cies inthe Soul. Hefilleth tbe\ Zye of the Soul,the underſtanding of Man with 

the Contemplation of His Riches, and Glories. 

2. This Namethus poured out becomes as an Ointment in the Soul.It perfumes 
the Spirit. It ſpreads a Strong, Delicate Sweetneſs, and Delight thorow the 
Heart, and AfﬀeSions. | 

. Thy Perfume of Delight makes the Soul in Lowe with Jeſus Chriſt, 
makes her full of Longings after him, of Breathings, and Cries to be taken up 
into Communion with Him, and made more Conformable to Him. 

Thus, as the Conremplations of God draw the Soul, ſo a Complacency, and 
Joy in God drive her on to Beljeve, Love, Obey. 

And this is according to the/ Natural Way of the Spirit of Man. The Ob- 
Jett informs the Underſtanding, the) Underſtanding moves the Will, and Aﬀedtions, 
theſe. put the Whole Man into AGion. 

O then fear not any Danger inyDelighting your ſelves in the Excellencies of 
Godas he is Naked in himſelf. If you be not Good, this Foy will make you 
Such. If you be Good, this-Foy will make you Better. k 

So much tor this Objection; and the Firſt Rule for the Removal of the Second 
Miſtake,by which we are apt to look into our Selves for the Ground of our Foy. 

2. Rule : Takethe Riſeof your Foy from Teſus Chriſt ; mot, as he Commu- 
nicates Himſelf to you ;, but, as he Comprehends you in Himſelf. 

St. Paul expretleth this D:ſt:n#ion , and Rule in the Life,in his own Exam- 
ple, 2 Corin. 12. 2. He tells us of a Man in Chrift, caught up to the Third 
Heaven. v. 2. Such a Man Paul knew. v. 4. This Man heard Un-utterable 
Wards in Paradiſe. v. 5, Of ſuch a One, ſaith St, Paul, I will glory. 

Three Diſtin& Perſons are mentioned in this Diſcourſe. Yet all theſe Three 
prove One. 

1. Firſt, here isthe Perſon of Chrift, as itisin the Third Heaven. 'The Firſt 
Heaven 1s the Starry Heaven : For fo we read : He called the Firmament Hea- 
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ven, Gen. 1. 8. Thenature of Ange/s makes the Second Heaven. So we 
read , Gen. 21.17. The Angel of God called to Hagar out of Heaven, and 
they are called The Angels of Heaven. The Third Heaven ſeems to be the 
Natural Image , and Preſence of God, as he is the head of Angels. This is 
called The face of God, Pial. 42. 2. Mat. 18. 10. 

In this Heavenly appearance was Paradiſe , the flouriſhing State of all the 
Creatures in the Divine Image. This Image vas withdrawn at the fall, and 
not brought forth again in its own naked Appearance till Jeſus Chriſt brought 
it forth to Light, after a Spiritual manner, in His own Perſon, by His Re- 
ſurretion from the Dead. «hg 

2. Secondly, here is the Perſon of St. Pawl, as it 1s wholly Spiritual , in 
Union with the Perſon of Chriſt ; Comprehended in One Spirit ; Aſcending,and 
Caught up into One Glory, with him. 

3. Thirdly, Here is the Perſon of St. Paul, as it is a Mixt Perſon , partly 
Spiritual, partly Natural. "This Man, as he was ſpiritual, had a fellowſhi 
with the Man in Glory,knew him,did bear that Im.ge, and Impreſſion of thoſs 
Words which were ſpoken , and thoſe Glories , which were ſeen in Paradiſe. 
But as he was Natural, fo he could not Utter thoſe Heavenly Words, nor Un- 
derſtand that State, whether it were the Laſt Reſurrection to the Glory of the 
Body ; or the firſt Entrance , and Abode of the Soul naked in Glory , art 
Death. 

Of ſuch an one I will Glory, ſaith St. Paul: wv. 5. that is of the Heavenly 
Man , the Man of Paradiſe , that is, of the Natural Man , as it is caught up 
into the Spiritual Man ; of the Spiritual Man, as it is Comprebended in Chriſt, 
and together with Him caught up into Paradiſe. 

Thou mayelt Joy,. and Glory in that Man, that Self only, which is above 
a Man, above thy ſelf . which is compleat in Chriſt, as Chriſt is compleat in 
the Glory of God. | 
* Of Such aOne I will Glory, faith St. Pau]: that is, of that Man, whoſe 
Reſemblance , and Likeneſs I faw , and was taken up, and trans{igured into 
it, when I had that Revelation fourteen years ago. | 

But of my ſelf , faith he, I will not boaff. He calls himſelf , the Man in 
that Moxt State, in which he now was on Earth, having the Power of Chriſt- 
made manifeſt in his Weaknep. 

This Rule hath two Parts init, One is Negative, the Ocher is Affirma- 
tive. | 

I. Part, The Firſt is the Negative Part of this Rule, which is "This : Take 
 0t the Riſe of your Foy from Fiſus Chriſt, as he communicates Himſelf to you 


on Earth. 
The Communications of Chriſt to us-in the Natural Man, are, 
I. Uncertain. 2. Unſatis/attory. : 
2. ImperfeF, 4. Unſafe for an Obyett of Joy. 


I, Firſt, 
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I. Firf, The Communications of Chriſt in our Natura! Manare Uncertaip. 
"They are like the Shining of rhe 'Sun upon the Earth, which is ever and anon 
cut off by.a Cloud comi'g between the Earth, and the Sun. So Sins, Tempta- 
tions, Deſertions rake the Breakings forth of Chrilt upon Us Fleeting,and Chan- 
geable. | | 

- Pefus Chrift complains of his Fathers forſaking Him. Neither 1s there any 
Member of Chrſt that lives in the Body, which Coth not often find caule to 
grieve for the [/hdrawings of Jeſus Chrilt. 

The Pſalms arc the Diſcovery, and Hiſtory of a Holy Soul in her whole 
Ccurſe, and in all her Tempers. How often have ye there Sad mention made of 
Gods hiding bis Face. 

IF thou rake thy Foy no higher, | than from the Puttings forth of Chriſt in 
thee, thou wilt be very M/avering, ant Unconſtant in all thy Comforts. 'Thou 
canſt have no Sure, or Setled Foy this way. Thou wilt be able to bear no 
Tryal, when thou ſhalt be carried thorow the Taters of Darkneſs, and Deſola- 
tion, thorow the Fires of Terrour, 'and burning Tribulation, The Strength 
of thy Toy will be Swzaland thou'wilt faint in the Day of Adverity. 

2. Secondly, "The Communications of Chriſt mn our Fiſh are Imperfef. 
They are Imperfect Two ways. | 

1. InDepree. / 2. By Mixture. 

I. In Degree. All our Graces are thus Imperfe&,while we are in This World, 
T connt not my Self to have apprehended ; (aith St. Paul Phil 3.13.1 preſs towards 
the Mark. v. 14. F 

While you look upon your Graces for Comfort, you can never have a Full 
Foy, becauſe you have no Grace, which doth not in Many Degrees fall ſhort 
ot the Mark in Jeſus Chriſt, the Glory of God, to which ye are called. 

He that takes his Joy from the Manifeſtations of Chriſt in his Fleſh, 1s like 
him, that feeds upon Unripe Fruit, which.hath a Sowrne/s in the Taſte, and a 
IWatcriſhne/s in the Nouriſhment. So will this Man have a Bitterneſs and Weak- 
e/s in his Deareſt Comforts. 

2. By Mixture. This is a Second Tay in which the Graces of Chriſt are 

Imperfect wn us. 

Rom. 7. 21. St. Paul complains : I find a Law,that wicn Iwould do Good, 
Evil is preſent with me. How many ſad Throws have we, how near are we 
brought to Deſpair full many a Time, when we go to derive our Joys, from 
what wecan d:/cover of Jeſus Chrilt iz us ? If we pitch our Thoughts upon 
Faith, Lowe, Obedience, Humility, Heawenly-Mindedneſs; we find theſe only, as 
Weak Inclinations mus : We would do good; But then Evil is preſent with us. 
Ar rhe ſame time like Satan in the midſt of the Sons of God, Unbelicf, Luft, 
Hatred, Pride, IWor!dlineſs appear together with our Graces,and ſo mingled with 
them, that it becomes very dithcult to determine, which 15 the Son, that is to 
aþide 1n the heart; and which the Servant, that is to be caft out ; which is the 


True 
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True, Predominant Principle in the Soul, and which is a Temporary Appearance 
only. Who can tell, which are from the proper Will of the Soul, as the Chil- 
dren of the H5band; which are from Violence, as begotten by a Raviſher? 

This Mixture in thee will make that Foy, which depends upon any Thing in 
thy (elf, a Mzxt Thing of Hope, and Fear ; of Pain, and Pleaſure. 

Thy Life will be like an Apri! day; which hath far more Showers than Sun- 
ſhines in it. "Thou wilt far oftner with Paul cry; O wretched Man! than ſay 
with him; I ble6 God: Rom. 7. 24.5 

As the Hand, that gathers a Roſe in the midſt of Thorns: fo will thy Heart 
be, while it gathers its Joys from the Beauty of Chriſt growing up 1n ztſelf; Tf 
it do reach any Sweetneſs, it will have with it many a ſharp, and Bloody 
Scratch from its Corruptions, as from Thorns. 

3-Thirdly,The Puttings forth of Chriſt in us are Un/atufaTory.This One thing 
I do, ſaith the Apeſtle, forgetting thoſe things which are behind; Treach for- 
ward towards that which 7s before. What is that? Obſerve, the next verſe will 
tell us: The Mark of the price of the High Calling of God in Feſns Chriſt. 

That which is come ferth of Chriſt into thy Natural Man; that is now Be- 
hind thee. That which is Before thee is, the Per/crr, Poſſeſſion, and Life of Jeſus 
Chriſt m the Spirit, and Glory of God. "The Unity of this Spirit, the Fellowſhip 
of this Glory, as it 1s in the Perſonof Chriſt : this is That Mark which 1s Be- 
fore us. | 

All that, which is in our Perſons, while we are in Fleſh, is Behind us, and to 
be forgotten by us. It hath a Darkneſs, a Shadowynefs, an Emptineſs, a Tranſitc- 
rineſs trom the Flefh, in which it1s incloſed. So it cannot ſay with us,or ſatwfie 
us. It cannot hold us. It vaniſheth,it paſleth behind us,and is to be forgerren b 
us. | 

Our beſt Things, while we are in this vile Body, are a Heavenly Treaſure in 
an Earthen Veſſel, as St. Peul ſpeaks. They are Pure, and Sweet, as they flow 
froth the Spirit of Chriſt, but as they are in our Spirits, they taſt of the Veſſel, 
they receive an Un{avourinef, or Un/atisfa&torines from their Communion with 
our Larth, and Fleſh. | 

The Grace. of Chriit in thee, is like a Peam, wh'ch is at once 1n the Boſor of 
the Sun, and in the Foſomz of the Earth. "That End of the Beam which 1s to the 
Sun, 15 pure, and perfett Light : But that which is towards the Earth, 1s Dim, 
fall of Adetes, and Duſt. "The Shinings forth of Chriſt in thee, have ſuch a dou- 
ble Relaticn, to Chritf, and to thee. As they are Chriſ*s, and in Union with hum, 
they are Light, and Life m Chriſt, without any Emprineſs or Mixture. But as 
they arc Thine, and have their Being in thy Heart, they are like Gold an the 
Mine, partaking very much of the Earth, in the midſt of which they he. 

The Power of Chriſt magnifies it {«If in thy Weakneſs: as the Apeſtle ſpeaketh 
of Himſelf. 'Fhe Lite of Chriſt in thy Spirit, is-F/ine mingied with Water, If 
thou take it #2 ;r/e/f, anG in Chrift, it is' the Power of Chriſt. But if you look 
upon 
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upon it, as it 15 in your Spirit, it is Wine and Water, Power in Weaknefs. On 
Chriſt's part it is Magnified, but on thy part it is Weak, and can afford thee 
but a Weak, Unſatufymg Joy. 

4. Fourthly, and Laſtly, 'The Communications of Chriſt in us become Un- 
ſafe, when we build eur Joys upon Them. St. Paul is ever very careful in this 
One Main Point; when he rejoyceth at any time in the Grace of God, to ſet 
aſide hx own Perſon, and to et up that Grace in the Perſon of Chriſt. I thank 
God thorow Teſirs Chriſt my Lord : Rom. 7. 1. What ever matter of Rejoy- 
cing, or Thankfulneſs a holy Soul finds, it ſtill finds, and acknowledges zz to 
haveall its Vertue, Sufficiency, and Safety om, and mn the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Therefore doth it draw all through that Peffbn out of its own Perſon, leſt it 
ſhould think of zr ſelf above what 1s meet. | 

Look to Jeſus Chriſt the Beginner, and Finiſher of thy Faith, and Joy. For 
God hath appointed Him, as the Mediator, in whole Perſon alone every Thing 
is made truly Acceptable unto God, and Man : He alone mult be thy Beloved, 
in whom thou mult be 2yell-pleaſed. 'Thou muſt be 2wel-pleaſed and Joy'd with - 
every Grace, onely in Him, as Thou, and It meet in hiz7. Otherwiſe thou art in 
danger of Spiritual Adultery, and Idolatry, by which thou wilt grieve thy 
Hz5hand the Lord Jeſus, and rob thy ſelf of his blefſed Preſence. 

This is a JVay by which thy Soul often falls on a ſudden from High Enjoy- 
ments intoa Dark, and Deſelate Condition. 

When the Lord Jeſus fills thee with the Warmth, and fruitfulneſs of his Em- 
braces, fir## thou lookeſt upon the Fruirs of Chriſt in thy Soul, and art exceed- 
wgly taken with the Beauty, and Seetneſs of theſe. Now thy Heart, and 
thine Eye begin to go a whoring from thy Heavenly Spouſe, when they begin 
to look off from his Perſon, though it be upon ſomething ſent forth from Him. 
Secondly, thou then refleQeſt upon thy ſelf with Delight, to ſee thy /elf fo ad- 
orned, 1o ſtrengthened. 'T'hou thuzkeſt thy. ſelf Rich, and Safe. So ere thou art 
aware, thy Scul makes her ſelf like rhat Whore, which ſaid, T fit like a Queen, 
and. ſhall ſee no ſorrow. Thirdly, 'Thy Saviour now grows Fealorzs, He turns 
away his Face, He withdraws his Graces, the Teſtimonies of his Preſence from 
thee, He leaves thee to the Power of Temptations, and Luſts. "This he doth, 
that thou mayſt learn not to Exalt thy ſelf by his Gifts, nor His Gifts in thy Self, 


but Both in him, whoſe Perſon's the Life of Both, and ought to be the On!y Os- 
Jett of all thy Lowe, and Foy. Bc! 


Thus the Apoſtle had the Buffetings of Satan, and a Stzmg in his Heart, that 


be might not be exalted by his)Revelations, bur bz Sawiorr, and be only in hs 
Saviour. 4230 


Take heed then of looking\tpon the moſt Gloriczrs Graces of Chriſt in your 
own Perſon. But keep your Eye unmoved cn the Perſon of your Savicur, and 
look upon Both, your Self, and your, Graces in that true Glzfs, and perfett Image. 

So I paſs from the Negative to the Affirmative Part of this Rule. 


% Part. 
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To _ Take the Riſe of your Foy from Feſus Chiift, as He comprehends 
ou in Himſelf. ; 
: It 1s —_— for me here to make plain this Rule, by Propounding, and 
Anſwering Three Lueſtions, which perhaps moſt of your Spirits will be:ready 
to ask in themſelves. | ; 

I. Lueſtion, Firſt you may ask me, What I mean by Jeſus Chriſt. 

Anſwer. I ſhall anſwer ſo far only, as I apprehend moſt pertinent to the 
Point in hand. | | 

My Anſwer to this Queſtion ſhall be Six-fold. 

I. Anſwer. Our Lord Feſus is a Spirit, 2 Corin. 4. The Lord is that Spirit. 

A Spirit hath a Three-fold Power. 

I. A Penetrating. 2. A Receiving. 9J. A Uniting Pawer. 

1. Power, Penetrating. When Teſus Chriſt was made Spiritual by his Reſiz- 
reCtion, He could paſs thorow the Door, when it was ſhut, and preſent himſelf 
in the midſt of the Room, and the Diſciples on a ſudden. | 

All Bodily Subſtances are forc'd to remain one ithont another. "They touch 
and joyn only by their Our-ſides, "They cannot mingle, but by Breaking them- 
ſelyes into little pieces. .So the Golden Calif was ſtargpt to Powder, thar it might 
mix itlelf with the Waters. 

Bur this is the Excellent Nature of Spirits, that they can be a whole Army 
of them in One Spirit, or inthe Body & any Creature, paſling into the very 
Eſſence, or Being of it, molt Imyardly, moſt Univerſally; and yer neither D5- 
vide, nor Stretch 1t. | 

The Lord was in this manner preſent with His Ten "Thouſand Thoufands 
of #9 on Mount Size, which was a Bodily Subſtance, that might be 
touched. 

So the Lord, and all the Angels, and all the Spirits of Juſt men ; the Gene- 
ral Aflembly of all Glorious Spirits meet on Mount Son, which is a Spiriz,thar 
cannor be toucht with hands, | 

The Perſon of thy Saviour is ſuch a Spiritual Subſtance. 'He can come into 
thy Cloſer,thy Boſom,thy Heart.He can dwell in the ſame Body,in the ſame Soul 
with thee, in the moſt Inward Parts, in every Part of Both; and yer take up 
no more Room. 

The Word, which 1s Chr:t, is within thee, even in thy Heart, and in thy 
Mouth ; in the moſt Inward, and moſt Outward Part. AY of Man, andevery 
Creature is either Heart, or Mouth , an Indrawing, or an Out-driving Power ; 
the Inward Principle, or the Out-ward 4ppearance, 

Our Saviour 3: des the whole Man into Heart and Mouth, when He tells 
us; that Nothing, which enters into the Mouth, defiles a Man ; but that which 
comes forth from the Heart. 

| Feſus Chriſt is a Spirit in thy Heart, and in thy Mouth. He pierceth to the 
Bottoms of the moſt Secret Principle of Life, and Being in thee. He is as w 
| uU 2 War 


Aa 


| 


[ 148 1/ | 
ward with That, and Thee, as That is with Thee, He paſſeth quite through, all 


over the Bredth, and Length of that Body, that Appearance, in which thou 
walkeſt, He makesit His Clothing, as it'is Thine. 


This is the Firſt Power of a Spirit. : 
' 2. Power, Receiving. A Spirit receives other Things into ſelf, as Inwardly, 
&s Entirely , as It conveys uielt into Them. 

We read of the Depths of Satan, Rev. 2.:24. of the Deep Things of God , 
1 Cor. 2. 10. 

We read of a Pit for the Dewil, which can be no other than a S pirit of 
Darkneſs, and Wrath in himſelf or in God: Rev. 20. 3. 

We read of Chambers for the Saints: Ef. 26. of a Houſe, and Manſions 
ſor _ above; which can be no other than Spirits of Grace, and Glory in 

God. 

A Spirit hath an Opening, and a Depth in utfelf, into which it can receive 
all things without any Breach in it ſelf. 

An Evil Spirit hath its Pit, into which it taketh in, and ſwalloweth up , 
whatever it taketh hold of. 

A Good Spirit hath its Chambers, and Manficns, its Retreats, and Abodes in 
 niſelf, for what Gueſts it pleaſeth to admit, or draw in. | 

Abide in me, faith Teſws Chrift to his Diſciples, Fob. 15. 4. As every Thing 
may be a Temple to a Spirit.Your Bodies are the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt : 1 Cor. 
6. 19. As a Saint 1s the Temple of Chriſt ; So a Spirit may be a Temple to any 
"Thing : So the Lord Feſws is a Temple, into which the Saints may at all times 
enter, and have Communion with God. Deftroy this Temple, and in three days I 
will build it again. This he fpoke of his Body, John 2.21. 

The Body of Chriſt was a Temple ſhut up with a Vail before it, while it 
. was Natural. But when it was made Spiritual by the ReſurreCtion ; it was the 
mnoft Holy __ ſet open for thee to-come into it, and never to go out more: 
Heb. 9. 1, 2, 8. | 

Fleſ is 4 co Shadow, which can only touch upon Things, but can take in 
Nothing. A Spirit is the Life, and hath a Depth in it, for which it is com- 
pared to Water. 

This is the Second Power of a Spirit. 

3- Power, Uniting. The Spirit is the Band of Unity. Tis true of every 
Spirit, ſo far as it hath the Nature of a Spirit in it. Bodies in Fleſh, are Divided, / 
and Broken things, being held together only ſo far, as they are Bound up in One 
Spirit. Bodies in Fleſh converſe with all things at a Diſtance, in a Divided Man- 
ner. Our Saviour is ſaid ro take away the Wall of Partition in his own Fleſh, 
when he crucihed the Fleſh in himſelf, for Himſelf, and the whole World, Eph. 
2. 14. | | 

A Spirit is Uncapable of Diviſion, being One in it ſelf,and making all things 
Ore with it, which it takes 1n, or converſes with. 

| Spurits 
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Spirits are compared to Flames: Heb, 1. As Flames they lick up into them- 
elves, and Incorporate (as it were) with themſelves, whatever they light upon, 
or work upon. | 
| $o the Power which caught up Eliah was repreſented by a Chariot of Fire. 
It was, as a Chariot, becauſe it took him into it ſelf. It was a Fire, becauſe it 
took him up into the Fellowfhip of One Life, Glory, and Spirit with it ſelf. 

This is the Firſ# Anſwer to that Pueſtion, which asketh,Y/hat we underſtand 
by the Perſon of Chriſt, when we ſpeak of his comprehending us. . 

2. Anſwer: Chrift is the Higheſt Spirit. He is Lord of all. We read 2 Cor 4., 
. the laſt words thus; the Spirit of the Lord. It is in Greek, the ou the Lord, 
Feſzes Chriſt is the ſupreme Spirit, that Spirit, which is Lord of All. 

The Majeſty of our Saviour's Perſon conliſts in this, that: he is that Sprrit 
which hath the moſt Abſolute Power over all Spirits, Perſons, and Things ; 
together with the moſt comprehenfive Greatneſs. | 

A Spirit is like a Proſpect, the Higher it is, the more Commanding, and Com- 
prehewſve it is. "MN 

3. Anſwer. Chriſt is the Brighteſt Spirit. He is the Brightneſs of the Father's 
Glory: Heb. 1. 3. *Amwaoua, the Out-ſhining. 

All the Effuſion of Beams from the Godhead,is through the Perſon of Chriſt. 
All the Beams meet within the Compaſs of that Perſon. 

We before cited a Place of Scripture, which calls the Spirit, A Band 0 
Unity. The Lord Feſws is that Spirit, in which all the Goings forth of the God- 
head are united, as a Knot of Beams, a Band,a Bundle of Divine Irradiations, or 
Manifeſt ations. 

This Bleſſed Perſon, and Spirit 1s the Higheſt, rhe cleareſt Light, which as 
a Garden-bed, diſcloſeth, and expoſeth all things to view, in rhe moſt natural , 
naked, and diſtinft manner. This is the Word, which being poker, all things 
are expreſff. Heb. 4.12, 13: The Word of God is lively: All things are naked 
and bare before him, with whom we have to do. 

4. Anſwer. The Perſon of Chriſt is the Firſt, and Fountain-Spirit.- The Se- 
cond Adam is a Quickning Spirit, a Life-giving, or Life-making Spirit. 

All Spirits, Perſons, and Things, that have Life, or are from Like: they are in 
this Spirit, as Waters in their Fowntain. They are in Him Primarily, and Emi- 
ently. 'They.are in Him, more truly, than they are in themſelves. For they 
derive that, which they are in themſelves, from Him. 

5. Anſwer. Chriſt is the Image of God: Col. 1: 15. He is the Image of the 
Inviſible God. 

But you may fay,that every thing 1s an: Image of God one way or another. 
It is true; for St. Paw! faith, that the Inw1/ible x A of God, are made manifeſt 
by the things that are made. Rom. 1. 20. 

Therefore the meaning of Sr. Paul in-that other place is, that Heis 
the Image, the-Full Image, the-Proper, the Perfe# Image of God. 
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All the Workmgs, and Manifeſtations of God are in this Bleſſed Spirit ; and 
that according to their ſeveral Srates, with their Proper Diſtin&jons : Orher- 
wiſe the Image were Imperfedt. 


All the Dzſcoveries of God are in this Perſon, as One with it. For all make 
One Image, and that a Spiritual Image. 

Thus this Image is, as it were a Body to the God-Head. All the Vertues,Ope- 
rations, and Appearances of God are containedin Feſus Chriſt,as One Body. Yet 
every. One hath his own Diſtinct Place, Power, Form, Attivity, Enjoyment ; as 
Diverſe Members, The Fulneſs of the God-Head dwelleth in Him Bodily, Colof. 


2. 9. 

4 Anſwer. Teſws Chriſt is the Head-Spirit. God hath made Him the Head 
of All, Epheſ. 1. 22. 

Our Saviour is the Univerſal Spirit, that takes in all, and unites all in Him- 
ſelf. It pleaſerh the Father, that all Fulneſs ſhould dwell in Him, Colofſs. 1. 19. 
 Heis a Particular Spirit,diſtinCt from all. For God hath given Him a Name 
above every Name which is named in this world, and that which is to come, 
Ephe. I. 21. Thus He 1s the Head. 

Thus our Saviour becomes a Perſon, that both Repreſents, and Preſents all 
in Himſelf: char both Perfetts all-in Hunſelf, and Himſelf bears the Imper- 
feftions, Sufferings in, and for all. 

I have now anſwered the Firſt Queſtion, what Tunderſtand by Feſus Chriſt : 
not according to the Exa&tneſs, or Latitude of the Queſtion, but fo far, as 
rends tg my preſent purpoſe, and\the making plain of the Second Lyeſtian, 
which follows. | 

2. neſtion : How we are ſaid to be Comprebended in Feſus Chriſt. 

I ſhall indeavour to open the Nature of this, which is one of the moſt Prin- 
czpal, Spiritual, Profitable, Comfortable, and yet Difficult Points in all ourDi- 
vinity. I ſhall proceed in the opening of i by a Three-fold Step, which ſhall be 
a Three-fold Anſwer to the Lueſtion. 

The Lord Fe{us comprehends us Spiritually, Myſtically, Eternally. 

I. Anſwer. TheLord Jeſus comprehends us Spiritually. 

Our Blefled Saviour, as @ Spirit, comprehends usin Himſelf, x Cor. 15. 45. 
The laſt Adam was made a Luickning Spirit. Feſus Chriſt is the Second Adam, 
. a Univerſal Perſon, comprehending the Second Creation, in His Spiritual Perſon, 

in the Spirituality of His Nature, He is the Heavenly Adam, a Colle4ion of 
all-rhe Saints, as He 1s a Spirzr. Wy 

Jeſus Chriſt comprehends us by the Spirit, 1 Cor. 12, 13. By one Spirit 
we are all Baptized into one Body. Chriſt, and we live both in One Spirit, fo we 
are Both bound up in Oe. It 1s the Unity of the Spirit, Epheſ. 4. 4. The 
Spirit is Chriſts Radically, and Primitively, by drawing us down, and Baprizing 
us into this Spirit, Feſus Chriſt comprehends us. 

The Lord Jeſus comprehends thee, as thou art a 
_the Lord is One Spirit, 1 Corin. 6. 17, 


Spirit. He that is joyned to 
Our 
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Qar Saviour, and Husband comprehends us Inwardly, Powofully, Fully :not 
as Bodies, Waters, Flames, but as Spirits comprehend. one another, 'nay as One 
Spirit, as the Higheſt Spirit comprehends itſelf. De 

Chriſt comprehends thee, as Spirit of His Spirit, as a Spirit #» His Spirit, as 
One Spirit, as the Se/f-Image of Himſelf, 

2. Anſwer: The Lord Feſus comprehends us Myſtically. The Myſtical 
neſs lies in Three Things, in the Glory, or Divineſs of the Umion ; in the Near- 
neſs of it; in the Diſtinttneſs preſerved together with the Oneneſs. 

Weare comprehended in Chriſt My#:cally, becauſe: Incomprebenſibly. The 
Loveof Chriſt paſſeth Knowledge, Epheſ. 3. 19. Thar Love, which is an 4f-- 
feftion only, and loves by Impreſſion, and unites by | Imag mation ; ſuch a Love + 
may be taken in by Knowledge only, which is a Notion,the taking of. a Pidfure 
the Catching of a Shadow. Such a Love may be known by the Underſtanding, . 
which 18 a Faculty, an Accident. 

But the Love of Chrift is above 4f{e4ions, and bp It is a Naked 
Comprehenſion of Subſtances, and Spirits, ina Unity of Subſtance and Spirit. 
So it paſſeth knowledge, not being to be repreſented by any Image, or Notion; 
Nor to be conceived by any Faculty ; but to be Felr, and Enjoyed only, after an | 
Immediate, and unconcewvahle manner. yh, 

We are comprehended in Chriſt Myſtically, becauſe with an Appearance of 
Contrariety. - 

We are One Spirit, and Qne Body in Chrift. The Body of Chriſt in the Uni- - 
ty of itis a Spirit. The Sprit of Chriſt in the Variety of it, is a Body, * © 

We are comprehended in Chr:/t, as Members in the Body. Each Saint hath 
his Diſtin# Perſon, Place, Power, Appearance : I fay Diſtin# both from- the 
Perſon of Chrilt,as the Head, and from all the other Saints,as Particular Mem- - 
bers. 

Yet again each Member is Ove Man with Chriſt, pollcfiing the Fulneſs of 
God, and of the whole Body, being in itſelf conformed to the Image of Chriſ. 

3- Anſwer : The Third and Laſt Anſwer to this .2weſton is, that we are 
Comprehended in Chriſt Eternally,- 2 'Tim. 1. 9. Who hath ſaved us, and ' 
called us, &C. according to his own Purpoſe, and Grace, which was given us in 
Chriſt, before the World began. v. 10. But is now made manifeſt by the Appea- - 
rance of Teſus Chriſt. 

Three Things hie clear in theſe words. 

1. Firft, Thy Perſon was in Chriſt from Eternity. 'Thou hadft a Caparts 
and a Subſitence in thy Saviour, before the World began. For thou wert then in 


Him, as a Sabjef, on which the Father ſetled his Purpoſe, and confer'd his 

Grace : The words of the Apoſtle are : Grace given us. 54 
2. Secondly, Thy Perſon with all manner of Grace and Glory, was in Chriſt 
before all Times, as it is or ſhall bein any Time. For One 1s the Meaſure of 
the Ocher. That Eternal State in Chriſt is the Pattern of the State of _ | 
| afrer- - 
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afterwards, according to That, is This exaQly faſhioned, who hath called and 
Jarved ns according to, &C. | | 

J- Thirdly, "That State of our Perſons comprehended in Chriſt is U- 
changeable. | 

When Jeſus Chriſt appears ro us, or #7 us as we are in Fleſh; then is that 
Grace put upon our Perſons in Chriſt made Manifeſt. "The Diſcovery is now 
of thar, which in Truth was before. 'T'he Maniſeſtation is here below, but the 
Subſtance abides ſtill above. 

The Manifeftation in thy Fleſh is as the Appearance of Chriſt ' upon thy 
Fleſh, ſubje&t to Change. But as is the Perſon of Chriſt in the Glory of God, 
{o-1s'thy Perſon of Chriſt comprehended in Chrilt, Unchangeable. 

Let us now paſs from the Second Zueſtion to the Third. F 
We have ſeen in ſome meaſure, what it is to be Comprehended in Chriſt. Let 
us now proceed to enquire ; how we ſhall know our ſelves to be Comprehen- 
ded in Him. There is indced Unſpeakable, and Unchangeable matter of Joy for 
thoſe that are ſo Comprehended ; but how fhall any Particular Soul be affured 

of. this concerning herſelf ? 

3.) Lueſtion ; How ſhall I know wy ſelf to be comprehended in Chriſt ? 

Anſwer. Art thou comprehended in the Wiſdom, or Imageof God ? Then 
thou art comprehended in Chriſt. For he is the iſdom of God in its Latitude, 
and the Image of God in Large. | 

| Haſt thou any place in the Fulneſs of God, or any part in the Fulneſs of the 
Creature'? 'Then haſt thou a I4anſion, and Habitation in the Lord Jeſus. For tt 
hath pleaſed the Father, that all Fulneſs, ( both of God, and the Creature, ) 
ſhould dwell in Him, Coloſs. 1. 19. | 

Obj. But you may 64j-&, and fay ; It is true, all things, that have a Being, 
or Subſiſtency, have it in Chriſt:For all things ſubjiſt » «7% in Him, Coloſs.1.17. 

Bur there are T2v0 ways of being in Chriſ#.: One, as He is Head of the Firſt 
Creation, So Plants, and Brute Creatures have their Being, Motion, and Lite 
in Him, as well as Men, or Angels.) What Happineſs, or Joy can I have in 
this ? | 

Another Way ot being in Chriſt 1s, as He is Head of the Second Creation ; the 
Firſt-born from the Dead. 

The Lord Jeſus in this State comprehends the Spirits of men jn Himſelf 
with a very great Contrariety ; ſome in Love; others in J7atiz. So weread 
that there were Sheep ſet on his Right Hand ; and Goats on His Lefr, Mat. 25. 


What comfort can I have in the Lord Jeſus, till I know on which Hand 1 
ſtand? W hat ſhall diſcover to me, whether I be comprehended in his Love, or 
his Wrath? 

An|. 1 entreat thee to underſtand, and Jay up this, which I ſhall now ſay, 
carefully in thine Heart. It is a Preparation to the Anſwer to this Obje4ion 
which thou haſt made, and the only way of Satisfatiom. © It 
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ſt is this : The Left Hand of Jeſus Chriſt is his Peakneſs ; his State,and Ap- 
pearance under a vail of Fleſh, as he bears the Image of the Creature upon 

Himſelf. 

For this Reaſon, the Works of 1/7ath are the Strange Works of Chriſt,and 
God, E/. 28. 21. This Expreſſion, His Strange Work, hgnifies ; a work with 
which he is notacquainted #7 His cwn Perſcn, and Nature; a Work, which is 
wuncouth to Him, in which the Height of his Skill, and Power delight not to 
pur forth themſelves; a wor in which he is d{cended out of his own Form 
into lome inferiour Form of the Creature, and ſo become a Stranger to Him- 
ſelf. | | 

'The Right Hand of Chriſt is the Perſon, or Spirit of Chriſt in its full Po- 
wer, and Glory : as Chriſt is at the Right Hand of God, that is, in Immediate, 
and Perſonal union with the Father, : 

W hen the Love of Chriſt is ſignified by his Right Hand, the meaning is 
that Love belongs to Chriſt in the Fropriery of His Perſon. Therefore St. Fobs 
ſaith : God is Lowe, 1 Fohn 4. 16. s 

Now the Anſwer to the Objeftion follows clearly from theſe Premiſes, if they 
be clearly underſtood. 

You ſhall know, that you are compreended in the Love of the Lord Jeſus, 
if you look within the Va:l, beyond the Creature ; to the Eng, to Jetus Chriſt 
inthe Simplicity of his own Perſon, as heis the Beginning, and the End of all 
the Works of God, 2 Cori. 3. 12. 

It is only the Diſcovery of the naked Perſon of Chriſt in you, which can 
diſcover your Perſons naked in the Love of Chriſt. 

2 Corin. 4. 6. God hath ſhined into our Hearts, the Light cf the Knowledge 
of the Glory of Ged in the face of Feſus Chriſt. You carnot ſee the Glory of 
God in his Erernal Love to your Perſons, but by the Shining out of God from 
the Naked Face, or Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt within your Hearts. 

-1 Jchn5. 10. He that believeth on the Son of God, hath the Witneſs in 
Himſelf; becauſe He hath the Son of God in H.mlelf, waos the only True, 
and Faithful Witneſs. Od 

While you look at any thing below Chriſt, whether without or within your 
ſelves ; while you look at any thing o or i Chriit, belides himſelf ; white you 
look upon Chriſt in any Relation, Capacity, or Conl1deration 3 and nor in the 
Singleneſs of his own heavenly and 1ivine Perſon : you w.1i fit uncer a Cloud, 
though light may be ſown for you. 

He that folluweth me, ſha!l net walk in Darkneſs, but ſall bave the Light of 
Life, Folm 8. 12. You can have Light in your Eye, no !oager, thut your 
Eye is upon the Perſon of Chrilt. Every uther way i Darkneſs 

Then do this: T'.ke off the Eyz of your Souls trem alt Outwara Tings. 
Turn it Inward into the Sccret of your own Spirits. There lay afide all Ap- 
pearances of your Scif, or any Creature, which would craw your Eye to it; 
as 
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'$ a Glittering Cloud at beſt, or a Shining Vail. So wait, till Jeſus Chriſt ſets 
fhisown Perſon before your Spirits in the Light of God. When you ſee him, 
you ſhall in the fame Light ſee your Selves in Him, and together with Him, 
i Love. | 

Now for ever after make your ſelf, your Graces, but Glaſſes to ſee the Face of 
Chriſt im ; and Chriſt will be a Glaſs in which you ſhall ſce your own Face in 
the Love, and Glory of God. | 

Ob. Still you may urge, and ſay : But how, 'and 2vhea ſhall I have th's 
Appearance of Jeſus Chriſt ro me ? 

Anſ. 1. St. Paul tells thee how Jeſus, Chrilt ſhall appear to thee : 2 Corin, 
4. 6. God, who hath made Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, hath ſyined into cur 
Hearts. 

As Light ſhined out of Darkneſs, fo ſhall Jeſus Chriſt appear in thine heart 
out of the midit of Ignorance, Unbelief, Liſts, and ail manner of Cemrariety. 
Thy Evil ſhall no more hinder his Diſcoveries, than Darkneſs can the ſhining 
of the Light. His breakings forth no more depend upon , or are affified by 
thy Spirit, than the ſpreading of the Light through the Air depends upon the 
World 

As Light was brought forth upon the Waters, when there was no Lighr , 
by the Moving or Hatching of the Spirit of God, and by the Word of God : 
So ſhall God upon thy Spirit, as eaſily, as ſoon, as a Word is ſpoken; bring 
torth inthy Spirit the Sight of Chriſt, where there was no Sight at all of him. 

Thus you ſee How the Lord Jeſus ſhall be diſcovered in thee, Bur itill thou 

creſt, How Ing Lord ? When ſhall this be? 
' 1 anſwer thee tothat alſo ; that it ſhall be in the Fulneſs of thy Time. As the 
World | hath its fulneſs of "Time, ſo hath a particular Soul for the bringing 
forth of Chriſt in it. | 

God hath ſeveral works upon thy Soul, various Forms to bring thee tho- 
row, and to bring forth himſelf in before thee. When theſe are full, rhen 
will he laſt of all come forth to thee in his Laſt and ful! Appearance, which 
3s the Manifeſtation of the Lord Jeſus. 

God hath his Ordinance with the\'Sun and Moon, which run their Race 
from one end of the Sky unto the other. Theſe at length enlighten every part 
of the Earth inits Seaſon, as they come to it in their Courſe. 

The Ordinance and Covenant of God is, as ſure with Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
the Day-ſtar and Day-light of thy Spirit. He hath his Goimgs forth decreed 
and ſet Him from Eternity. Wait thou for him, as the Watch-men watch 
for the Morning. For thou ſhalt fo certainly ſee his Appearance in thy Soul. 

The Viſion of Chriſt is for an appointed Time. Ir is like the Birth of 
yu Ro was the Type. It hath \its Ser time. In its Set time it ſhall 
nor . | 

Go thy ways then , be at Reſt, have this affurance in thy (elf, that thou 
Salr ſtand up in the Light of Chriſt, 7 :hy Lo:. Centic. 
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Cantic. 6. 13.You have a Song in Parts ; Chriſt and his Sages anſwering 
one another, or the Spirit of Man anſwering it ſelf. Return O Shulamite, that 
we may ſee thee. What will ye ſee in the Shulamite ? As it were the Company 
of two Armies; Iovitible Things, and Viſtble ; Divine, and Humane; God and 
the Creature united in a Holy Soul, 

HithertoI have perſuaded you to ſee nothing beſides the Simgle Perſon of 
God, and Chriſt, if you would have true Foy. Now you may fay to me, has 
ſhall 2e ſee in the Single Perſon of God and Chriſt to give us true Joy ? 

I think it therefore neceffary for me to point out to you the Several Sprize. 
of Joy for all Seaſens in the Perſon of God, and Chriſt, before leave this 
Subject, that ſo my diſcourſe upon it may be more full, and SatisfaCtory to the 
Soul. 

| There are various Springs in the Perſon of God, which but look't upon by 
any Spirit in any Condition, would certainly bubble up a Sweet Delight into 
that Sparit, 

I will indeavour to lead you to theſe Springs. 

Thereare Five aiſtin&t Springs of Fey inthe Perſon of Chriſt, or God. 

I. Love. %. Beauty. 2. Power. 4. © Wiſdom. . 5. Glory. 
' 1. Spring, Love, Pſal. 63. 3. David conteſleth to God : Thy Lowing 
Kindneſs is better than Life. 

Solomon ſaith : A living Deg is better than a dead Lyen. Life is the belt of 
all Created 'Things. Yet the Love of God is better than Life, 

Inſtead of Better, you may read Sweeter. Did you ever taſt a Sweetneſs in 
Life ? In your own Life ? Or in the Life of any Thing, that was deareſt to 
you? The Loveof God can make this Sweetnels none atall, overcoming it 
witha greater Sweetneſs in itſelf, 

The Love of God can Sweeten the Loſs of your own Life, or the Life of 
thoſe in whom you have moſt Delight ; becauſe iris irſelf far Sweeter. 

Waters are Sweeteſt in their Fountain. The Love of God is the Fountain of 
T ite, All Lives derive themſelves, as Streams from this Head. 

Hath Life ever been Sweet to you ? Come to the Lowe of God, and you 
{hall raft the Sweetneſs in a Sweeter manner, in its Fountain. | 

The Love of God hath a Six-fold Soeerneſs in it. 

1. A Pardoing. 4. A Cheering. 
2, A Healing. 5. A Crownmg. 
A Clearing. Oo. A Conquerinig Sweetnefs. 

I, There is in the Love of God a Pardoning Sweetneſs. Dawvid melts out 
this, Pſal. 103. 3. Who pardoneth all thine Iniquities, 

O hear this, you, who with Mary Magdalen, have a full number of Sins in 
you, and thofe ripened into ſo many Dew4ls: Though your Iniquities be, as a 
Mountain reaching up to Heaven ; the Love of God hath a Sea of Sweernefs 
n it, which can ſwallow up this Mountain, that nothing of it ſhall ever appear 
any more. | X 2 2. There 
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2. There is a Healing Sweetneſs in the Lowe of God.David adds this in the 
former place, Pſal. 103. 3. Who bealeth all thy Diſeaſes. 

"The Woman, who had many years been afflicted wich a Bloody Ifſae, - and 
had ſpent all on Phyſitians, was cured by one "Touch of the Hem of Chriſts 
Garment. Here is Comfort for you, who have oid Sins, or Sorrows, like Sores 
running continually upon you, and can hnd no help or caſe. The Love of 
Chriſt can cure you ina Moment 'with ce Teuch onely of its Sweernes upon | 

our Spir:ts. 
F 3. "Ihe Love of Chriſt hath a\ Clearing Sweetnels, 1 John 5. 20. The 
Son of God is come, and hath given us an underſtanding, by which we may know 
Him, who 1s true. 


W hat ob ſaid of himſelf, is true of the Love of Chriſt : Ir is Eyes to the 
Blind. . | 

The Pſalmift makes a Sweet Conjunttion of Tafting, and Sciing, I ſal. 34. 8. 
O traſt and ſee, that the Lird is pracicus. 

1 Sam. 14. 2. fonathan (aid, See, I pray how mine Eyes have been Enlight- 
ned,becau'e I tafted a little of this honey. Do bur taſt this honey,the Sweetnels of 
the Love of Chriſt,and ſee how the Eyes of your minds will be Enlightned, ro 
a Diſcovery of Spiritual and Heavenly Things. 

4 The Loweof God hath a Chearing Sweetneſs,the Heavenly Spouſe faith to 
her Saviour, Thy Lowe is better than I ine, Cant. 1. %. | 

It is the Advice of Solomons Mother, Prov.3 1 6,7. Give ftrong drink to him 
that is ready to periſh ; and wine to thoſe that be of a beavy heart. Let him drink, 
and forget his Poverty, and remember his Mijery no more. | 

The Sweetneſs of our Saviour's Love, 1s the True Wine,the New Wine, as He 
is the True Vine. This 1s ſtrong drink, of a ſtrength to raviſh and tranſport the 
Soul our of, and above her ſelf. 

Give this drink to that Spirit which is dropp.ng into Hell or Deſpair. Give 
(his ſpiritual wine to him that hath a heart heavy with guilr,wrath and terrours. 
Ler him drink freely. One draught of this Sweerneſs ſhall make hint forget his 
guilt, and remember his fears no more. 

The ffth Sweetneſs in the Lowe of Chrilt,is a Crowning Sweetneſs, P/a. 1 03. 
wV. 4. God, faith David to his ſoul, crowneth thee with lowing kindneſſes and ten- 
der merctes. 

The Love of God caſts its Sweetneſs all round about thee, that thou canſt 
turn thy ſelf no way, but thou meeteſt w:th this Sweerneſs. 

Jeſus Chriſt encompaſſeth thee with a Ring of Sweernefs, as a Garland of 
Roſes encompaſſeth the Head. Nothing can come at thy Perſon, bur it muſt 
come thorow this Sweerneſs, and ſo be Sweerned by it 

St. Fohby calls Jeſus Chriſt, Revel. 1. 5, 6. Him that loved us, &c. and 
made us King 5, and Prieſts to God his Father. 

The Love of Chriſt Crowns us Kings : Kings to God, not Imaginary, but 
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True Rings; not Puppet-Kings n the Play of this Life, but Real Kings 3 not 
Kings 70 ſhadows,tor the Dream of Time,but Kings for Eternity,to God; Kings,. 
as Gcd and Chriſt, whoſe Ringdom is nor in this world, but in heavenly places, 
and inthe Power of an-Endlefs Life. , 16,2! | 

6. A Cenquering-Sweetneſs. - This is the /aff. Of this St. Fohbn teſtifies con- 
cerning Chriſt ; Fob. 13.1. Having loved his e-n,he loved them to the end. The 
Love of Chriſt hath a conquering and triumphant Sweetneſs indeed ; for it 
bring all things,Sin,Miſery,Ficth, Time, the World,Death, to an end,but hath 
;rſelfno end. ; 

Fear not leſt thy corruptfons or evil ſhould outwear thy Saviour's Love. 
No; Ir is made of a'durable gnd everlaſting Sweerne(s, which will outlaſt all 
things beſides it ſelf, or ſubd them to itſelf. | | 

Here you may change the Riddle, and (ing; Out of ſweetneſs comes ſtrength, 
and out of the heavenly meat of our Sp'rits comes forth the Eater, that devours 
all other things, and makes them its wr.eat. 

Eph.3.19. St. Paul faith of the Love of Chriſt,that ir paſſerh knowledge, This 
is a Conquering Sweetneſs, hich conquers all our faculties, our largeſt,evenour 
Underſtanding utlelt. X 4 

The Underſtanding is the Gate of the Soul ; according to the capacity of this, 
ſo is the capacity, of rhe7/3/ and AfeTions of tbe whole Soul of Man. ; 

The Love of Cariſt is too ſlrong, too great for them all. 

All the Powersof Man are hcre overcome : They cannot take it in. Let® 
them then caſt themſelves into this deprh of Sweetneſs, and lay, Becauſe we 
cannet take thee into us, de theu take ns into thee. Yeats - 

2. Spring ; Beauty, This.s the ſecond ground of Foy in the Perſon of God, 
H.s Beauty. h h 

David veaks of this, P/a.2.7.4.. One thi-g have T deſired of the Lord, that will 
T {rek after, that I may dwell in the Hyu'e of the Lord all the daies of my life, to 
behold the Beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in bus Tempe. 

Three things are remarkab!e in thele words concerning the Beauty of the Di- 
v.ne Nature. & 

1. David wasa Kin;, aKing mn the Eaft, where the Pomp and Glory of 
Courts excelled that of theſe Heſtern parts of the world, as much as Courts here 
outthine the Countrey. Yet David could have for ever left his Court tor” the 
Temple, and the Glories of rhat, for a {ighc of thoſe Beauties which'are in the 
face of God. 

2. David was a Hushand,and a Father ; he was tweet enough in both Rela- 
tons, an Aﬀectionate Rusband, a Tender Father: Yet Dawid could have beeu 
content never to have feen Wife or Children more, fo he might have ſeen cone 
tinually the. Beauty of God. 

3- Phe Sou! of man hath a Seminal Infiaiteneſs, by which her defires grow 
enileſly, She therefore is delighted molt with thoſe things, which leaſt b:und 
her,waich {il draw forth freſh delires by opening freſh delights. 'The 
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The Spirit of Man loves that beſt, which makes the utmoſt Satisfation an 
Engagement upon atarther purſuir. 

_ Such1s;the Beauty of God. Dawid prays , that he may be in the Temple 
to behold it,and to be ſearchimg | fix. The Lowelineſs of the God-Head actuates 
that Seminal Infinitene's in the Soul, ,giviog her the. ſweeteſt reſt by ſuffering 
her never to relt from feſh Enquiries 1n her fulleſt Diſcoveries. 

| There are Two things '1n the Beauty of God, which will make thee glad at 
all times, if thou turn thine Eyc towards them. 

I. The Beauty of God drowns all other Beauties, Luk. 5. 39. Our Saviour 
tells us ;* No man having drunk old Wine ſtraightway deſireth new, for be ſaith 
the old ts, hetter, If thou once drink the old Wine of Eternal Beauties in the 
face of Jeſus Chriſt, thou canſt not miſs or delire the new Wine of any Crea- 
ture Lovelinels, while the reliſh of that Beauty 1s upon thy Spirit: For thou 
wilt ſay; 'The Lovelineſs of my Saviour 1s far lovelier, and all other Loveli- 
neſs is not lovely, compared with this, which ſo much excels it. 

2. The Beauty of God draws all other Beauries into itſelf. 

Elihu (auth, Fob 34. 14, 15. If he ſet his heart upon man, if he gather unto 
himſelf hw Spirit, and his Breath: All Fleſh ſhall periſh together, and man ſhall 
turn; 4gam t0 duſt. | 
All Creatures are moulded vut of Darkneſs as out of Duſt. 'The Beauty of 
each Creature is a Spirit or Blaſt from God ſhining upon this darkneſs, which 
*-makes thee different Fleſh of all kinds, | 

As the Sun-beams put out the fire, by drawing up the finer fiery parts into * 
themſelves; So God fers his face on man, draws in the Spirit of Lovelineſs to 
that face of Lovelineſs in/himlfelt. Then the fleſhly form fades, and the Duſt 
remains alone. Tea 

Keep thine Eye upon this Lovelinefs in the Perſon of thy Saviour. So thou 
thalt never mourn for the lofs of any lovely thing, which was, as the Light of 
thine ILyes to thee : For thou ſhalt nicet with every lovely thing, with every 
reliſh of Beauty in this Beauty, as a man meets with the taſte of the Sugar 1n 
the Hize into which it was melred, and difloly'd. 
"., 3. Spring: Power, No man can ever. want Matter of Rejoycing in any 
Caſe, that unecritands and confiders the Power of Gad. 

Our Sewzonr {aid tothe Sadduces, that denied the ReſurreCtion : Ne err not 
knowing the Scriptures and the Peer of God. If you err and exceed in Grief 
ar any time, 1t-33, becauſe ye know not the Power of God : For if ye did 
ye would ſee there the Rejwurrettzon, and Immor:ality of all your Deſires, Hopes, 
and Joys. 

When our Saviour was entring 1ato the blackeſt Cloud of ſufferings, that . 
ever came upon any Creature; He comforted himſelf in the Power of God. 
Mark 1 4. 36. Abba Father, all things are poſſible to thee. 

With this he comforts his Dy/ciples in that great mater of their Salvation : 


lat. 
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Matth. 19. 26. With men this # Impoſſible ," but with God all things, are 
Poſſible. ' 

The Power of God can do Three Thing-. | 

1. It can change One contrary into Anither, and make them to Embrace 
each other. 

2. It can call back time that us paſs. 

! 7 

3. It can give a Being to Things, that have been, and have ceaſed to be any 
more. 

1. The Power of God can change One contrary into Another, and make them 
both to Embrace each other. Pal. 139. 11, 12. If I ſay, the Darkneſs ſhall 
cover me, even the Night ſhall be light about we. When thy Soul faith, the 
Darkneſs of this AfMiiction will over-whelm me, and quite ſwallow me up : 
then can the Power of God make that Njght of Affliction to be 2 Light of 
. Comfort, and Joy round about thee. BEE 

Yea, the Darkneſs hideth not from thee, faith David to God, but the Night 
ſhineth as the Day. No Darkneſs:no Mid-night of Sorrow can hide or lock up 
itſelf, or a Soul from the Power and Glory of God. Theſe will dwell together 
with the deepeſt darkneſs, and the blackeft night. Theſe can make themſelves 
One with them, and ſo make them to ſhine equal with the cheerfulleſt day of 
Proſperity. ; 

The Power of God can pierce into the thickeſt Cloud of Grief. Ir. can bring 
in thither all the Love, Excellency,Delight of the God-Head. Ir can make the 
Darkneſs of Grief a bright Light to diſcover all theſe, and lay them open to 
the view of your Spirits. 

David goeth on: The D arkneſs and the Light are both alike to thee. O Won- 
derful Union of Contraries ! O Unſearchable Power! O Powerful Matter of uni- 
verlal Joy! 

God " the onely Truth, and the Meaſure of 'Truth, Darkneſs, and Light 
are both al:ke to him, who 1s the fir, and /afe. & 700 

As Light holds forth Darkneſs, and makes Manifeſt all Excellencies in itſelf: 
So Darkneſs holds forth Light, and is a manifeſt ation of all Glories, an Image 
of all [mages of Beauty and Pleaſure before God. 

Light hath its own proper Appearance, and is ſeen by God in its own di- 
ſt:inct Shapezas it is in urſelf. Yet in the ſeeing of it all Thingsare ſeen. So doth 
Darkneſs appear before God im its darkeſt and righteſt Form; and all Lights 
of Comforts, Holineſs, Truth appear together with it in tHe ſame Appearance. 

Bleſſed are they rhar abide in God, or are like to God : For no Darkneſs 
h:deth any Foy from them, not the Darkneſs of Dearh itſelf. The Grave ſhines 
to them, as Heaven, and ſhews the fame Spirit, Life, and Glory to their eyes. - 

This 1s the work of the Power of God, which makes Light from above , 
and darkneſs from below to meet, and kiſs; and like the Man, and the Wo- 
man to bear One Image, to became One Light, 

Teſs 
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* », Feſats Chriſt Mark, 1 4.35. prayed to his Father, -That if it were p*ſſivle that 
hour might paſs from him. Art the 36th verſe he tells his Father, that 41] things 
were poſſible to him. "hen it was poſſible to the Father, that That hour 
ſhould paſs away from him. Andſo his Frayer was abſoiuteiy for it. 

Other Scriptures tell us, that God)jalwaies heard his Son, and denyed him no. 
_ thing; and thar he was heard i» ihut which he feared. 

Then it follows, that That Dreadtul Howr did paſs away From Jeſs Chriſt, 
though it 4id not paſs away. Th's was the Comfort of Chriſt, that Pier of 
God,which could reconcile two, which were contradictions ; that the fad Hour 
ſhould paſs away, in not paſſing away. Z 

2. Secondly, The Power of God can call hack Time that is paſt, and make it to 
be preſent again. Heb.1 3.8. You'read of Feſus, rhe ſame yeſterday, to day and 
for ever. The Lord Feſus is the Fulnels, the Image, and the ſhining out of the 
God-Head. | 

They are the Purtings forth,and Diſcoveries of Jeſus Chriſt, which make all 
Times, Ages and States, Jeſus Chrilt hath co"day the ſame Powers and Ap- 
pearances in himſelf, which being ſent forth made yeſterday. ' They are only 
drawn in. If then he pleaſe to day, to pur forth the [ſame Appearances to thee, 
or pull thee into them; he can make- yeſterday preſent to day. 

When he ſhall open himſelf fully to thee from the Beginning to the End ; 
then he will make the Sun to ſtand {till over rhy head; he will make all Times 
pait ro ftand forth, as at the firlt, and ro ſtand fill before thee eternally. For 
he is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. | 

Rev. 20. 12, We read, that at the Reſurrection, the Books were opened. 
Tame is as a Book, which Life opens, and Death ſhuts. Daies and years pailing, 
are a5 the turning over of the Leaves of this Bouk. Hbatever God doth, he 
doth it for ever, faith Solomon in Eccleſiaſtes. © Whatever is written in this 
Book, is never to be blotted our, bur remains there to beread to eternity, If 
any Leaf, or Line were pleaſant to thee, and thuu mournelt, becauſe it is tariyd 
over, and paſt ; God can art his pleaſure turn thar Jeaf or line back to thee again. 

3- The Power of God can make things which have been,and which have ceaſed 
ro be, to be again. It is a ſweet, ſpnitual, and deep diſcourſe that, which is be- 
tween the Lord and Martha, concerning Lazarus ; Foh.1 1.23. Jeſus faith unto 
her, Thy Brother ſhail riſ: again. V. 24. Martha faith unto him ; I kngyy that 


he ſþall riſe again in the Reſurrection atthe loft day. V. 25. Pens ſaid thilto her, 


I am the Reſurrectiof, and the Life, | | 

Jeſus Chriſt is the Power, the Treaſury of God, from which ail things are 
brought forth, ;» which they are laid up again, and ever to be found. 

The Perſon of Chriſt is the Life,and the Reſurre&1on ; while things are, they 
are in him, as in their Root. When they are no more # themſelves,they are ſtill 
in him, as in a Repoſitory. They return into him,as the beauty of dying Flowers 


into their Reot,to come forth again at Spring, in a better manner. 
The 
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: The Perſon of the Lord Jeſus is the Life. "This world is but as the ſhadowy 
Image in the Glaſs, or Water. All things have their trueſt, and ſtanding Lite 
in him. | 1G 1451 | 
The Lord Jeſus is the Reſurreion. For when he diſcovers himſelf to us,then 
we ſee all things again ina full, high, immortal manner.” .. | | 
Haſt thou loſt any comfort by Death, orany other change in this world ; 
do but look with a Spiritual Eye upon the Spiritual Perſon of thy Dear Saviour, 
there thou ſhalt ſee thy comforts ſtill /zving. For he is the Life. Nay,thou ſhalc 
ſce them living immortally,never to dye more, For he 1s the Reſwrrett10n. 
Thou ſhalt ſee them, and enjoy them ſubſtantially, ſatisfaftorily, without 
fear of loſing them. For that which thou feeſt in him is not 2 Shadowy Image, 
but the Life it ſelf. | 
4. Spring; Wiſdom. "The Wiſdom of God rightly underſtood is a Fountain 
of Peace and Pleaſures, which will low perpetually into the heart of man. 
Two Scriptures teſtifie of this Wiſdom. 
x Scripture, Eph. 1. 11. This Scripture ſpeaketh of God, who worketh all 
things after the counſel of his own will. 
Theſe words hold forth four things: | [i 
1. 4 Workman. 2. The Latitude of his Workings. ' 3; The Pattern. 4. The 
Original of that Pattern. | | 
I. The Workman. This is God, who worketh. The chief Agent, tl.e Ma- 
ſter-wheel in all Motions is the God-Head. Learned Men fay, that if the Hea- 
vens ſhould ſtand ſtill,all 'Things here below would be immediately at a ſtand, 
as in the c/£gyptian Darkneſs. It is moſt true of the Trinity, which moves, and 
_— and works all things by the Movings of that Life, which it hath in it- 
ſelf. | | 
If the Trmity ſhould ſtop in the courſe of its marual Communion, and Ens 
joyments : This ſtop would be a Spoke ſet in the Wheel of the Creation z no+ 
thing could ſtir any more. 
2. TheLatitydeof his Workings. God worketh all Things. _._ 
God worketh all Things Colle&:welyin the General and whole Sum. | 
God worketh all things Diſ#ributively,in Particulars.' The Earth is the Lords 
Work, and the Fulneſs thereof, Pſal. 2.4. 1. There is no time,nor any minute, 
or moment of Time, which isnot faſhioned,and'carried on by God.-A4y times 
are in thine Hand: Saiuth the Pſalmift, Pſal..3 t. 15. There is no Aﬀair nor the 
the leaſt Circumſtance of any Afﬀair,be it good, or evil, which is not the Work, 
and the gift of God, Shall 2e receive Good, and not Evil from. the Hand of 
God; faith Fob, Fob 2. 10. | 
: God rides upon the Circuit of the Heavens, Pſal. 68. 4. So he is the Uni 
verlal Canſe of Things. | 
God alſo fills All m All, Epheſ. 1. 2.3. So He deſcends into the Loweſt Re- 
lations, the narroweſt Compaſs, and becomes every where the moſt Particular 
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God faith of the Tree 3m the Prophet for the Cluſters ſake : Spare- it, there is 
a Bl:fſmg # it.--So raayſt:thou fry of any Thing,whatever it be,great- or ſmall, 
for which thou mourneſt, or frexteſt : Spare thy ſelf : There is a Bleſſmg, for 
Phere is a God in this Thing. + a ay 

_ God 15not only a Conzurrent cauſe, working his'Part,. and leaving to- other 
Cauſes their Parts apart. ' But he is a. Comprehenſive Cauſe, uniting all m himſelf 
and OnY himſelf thorow all, x Corin. 8. 6. There ts One God who wor- 
herh all in all. | ; | | 

Wherever there is any Agent that works : God works all in that Agent. 

W herever there is-any Form of working:: God works all in that Form, 

Wherever there is any Subjet7-to be wroughtupon, or to receive the work ; 
God works all in that Subjet?. 

Wherever there is any Effet to be wrought : God works all in that Effet. 

Not an Angel, or Bird flies, or falls: not a Thought, a Hair, a Duſt moves ; 
but as he moves in it, and moves it. 

3- TFhe Patternof. theſe Workings. God: worketh all Things . according 
zo Counſel. Counſel, and Wiſdom are both the fame "Thing. 

Thus is the Glory of God, and the Happineſs:of the Creature,that nothing 
comes%o paſs, which is not the ork of: God';:and nothing is wrought by God, 
which is not a Work of Wiſdom. Philoſophers, and the . Scriptures agree m 
ferting forth the excellent Nature of Wi[dom by a Twe-fold Deſcription of it. 

I. Deſcription. Wiſdom is Knowledge with a Head, Knowledge is the 

Image of "Things. 'The Golden Head of this Image is the Heavenly Image of 
God m the Perſori of our Lord Jeſus. 
-:: Colof. 2. 18. 19. St. Paul calls the Study of the Nature: of: Angels, not 
Wiſdom, but Folly, and Vanity ; a vain Puffng up of the Fleſhly Mind,why ? 
Is not this a High, and Excellent Knowledge? Yes. But now it was vanity, 
not Wiſdom ; a vain Swellmg, not a Subſtantial Fulnefs, and Greatnels of Spi- 
Tit in thoſe, of whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks , Pecanſe they held not the Head. 

God then, who works all things in Counſel, .and true Wiſdom, holds the 
Head in-all His Workings: that is, whatever he brings forth, He brings 
it forth-in the Divine Appearance of his Son; he (brings gforth rhe Divine 
Appearance of his Son upon it, as the Head. | | | 

Wiſdom ſaith of God, and herſelf, Prov. 1.27,29, 30. When he prepared the 
Heavens, I was there, wher. He appointed the Foundations of the Earth : Then I 
as by Him, as his Delight. 

This may be as truly ſpoken of every Paſſage of thy Life, of the leaſt Ac- 
cident, that concerns thy Perſon. For the ſame God n the ſame Wiſdom hath 
wrought theſe;that prepared the Heavens;and laid the Foundation of the Earth, 

Thou mayſt with as great Aſſurance hear ( in every Thing of Grief or Joy, 
which thou meeteſt with in Fleſh,or Spirit ) the GloriousPerſon of thy Beloved 
Saviour ſpeaking to thee after this manner : God hath prepared this for thee, and 
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I am here: This hath the Fatver appointed for thee ; and ne amT with thee, to 
be thy Delight, brought up, and growing up before thee, gogether with this, ant 
every other Appearance. aa | 

You look upon things vainly, with a Flefhly mind, after a beedleſs manner , 
if -you ſee not the Brightneſs, and Pelight of the God-Head in the Perfon of 
Chriſt, as -a Crown of Rejoycing upon every ' Providence. You deface the 
work of God, you look not upon tt, as he hath: wrought it, Holding the Head 
if you ſee not the Face of Chriſt in every Att, or Accident,' as jna\Glaſs. 

God in this Senſe hath made Chriſt his Only Begattex Son ; in that he brings 
forth nothing but Dz/cowerzes of Jeſus Chrift, For he is the Headof dll Things; 
and this is the Wiſdom of God, the Holdmg of - this Head in all. 

This is the Fir/# De/cription of Wiſdom. 

2. Deſcription: Wiſdom is the Fulneſs of Things, Jeſus Chrift is the 1/5/- 
dom of God, and the Fulneſs of all Things, Coleſ. 1. 19. 

V1/dom is that Contrivance, that Harmony of "Things, thar caſts the whole 
Fulneſs of "Things into each Thing. As Members in the Body, amongft 
whom the Joy of all pertains toevery one ; and the Grief of each One to 
all : So are all the Parts of that work, which is wrought in Wiſdow. Wiſdom 
15 a Spirit, that conveys the Life, Power, and Senſe of all into each Particular ; 
that all may rejoyce, and mourn together every where. : 

As in a goo41 Pi&ure, all the Proportions of the whole Face meet, 'and con- 
center as it were,.in each Line, Point, or "Touch ; giving you from- thence a 
Caſt of the Beauty of the whole: So hath God prepared, and appointed all 
his Works i= Wiſdom, like an Excellent Picture ; that the Falneſs of -the Whole, 
and the Beauty of all Parts may ſhew forth themſelves from every Part. 

Is there any thing ſodark, ſo low, as that the 1//dem of God reacheth not 
to it, and ſhines not init? If the Wiſdom of God be there, then is there the 
Center, the Concurrency, the Union of all Things, of all Glory. © | 

It the Wifdom of God ſhine there, then is there a Spirirual Light opening 
all Divine Beaurics, makmg that "Thing, the Gare, of *the Creation, of Para- 
dile, Heaven, and the Divine Nature. This 15 that Traftique.of 1/5/dom;which 
makes the Merchandiſe of it, betrer than that of Silver, Gold, or Pearl. 

. The Original of that Pattera. God works all things according to the 
_ "Counſel of bis will'The Will of God is the Principle, and Orighng! of his-lijdem. 

The 1/41 of God is the higheſt Rule, Reft, and Rejoycing of att manner of 
Goodneſs. . "2 (4% aka 

The Phexix is faid to ſpring out of a Neſt of all manner of Spices laid to- 
gether, and fired' by the Sun, the Will of God is ſuch'a Flaming Neſt of all 
Beauties, and Sweetneſles at their Height. Out'of this will 'the /1/Jom of God 
ſprings forth into-every ACt of 'Providence, being Beautiful,and Precious jn it. 

The 1!) of God is the higheſt Reaſon of all things. What if God willing 
ro ſhew the Riches of his Grace ? What if God willing to ſhew the Power of :s 
Wrath *? d | The 
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"The #7] in 2 Spirit is as the Sea to a River. All its workings flow out of 
it, and #7f0 it. It is its Spring, and Fulneſs. 
Shall not thy #1 reſt, and rejoyce in that, which is the 7/1] of God ; that 
is the Hyhef Reaſon ; the fulleſt Reſt, and Bleſſedneſs of the Divine Nature ? 
The Will of God,out of which God himſelf drinks all his Delights,in which 
he bathes himſelf : this 7/3l/ is the Eternal Fountain. 
The H:/dom of God isa.Large,and Broad River poured forth from thi:Foun- 
tain. Every Creature,cach Paſſage of things in the Creature,is the Water of this 
River. Shall it not be'\Sweet to thee? Canſt thou not drink of this Water of 
the River of God, ſent, forth from his own Fountain with Delight ? 
2. Scripture; Deut.(32. 4. Moſes ings of God: He is the Rock : His work 
#s perfe : All his ways/are Fudgment. 
The Work of God i Perfect in the hole. For all the ways of God in his | 
work in Particular, are in\ Judgment, that 1s, in exa&# Wiſdom. 
This place affords us Three comfortable Obſervations concerning the ways, 
and works of God. / | 

1. Obſervations Nothing comes to paſs, but that which is beſt. 

2. Obſervation \ Nothing falls out but in the beſt Time. 

3- Nothing is —_ but in the beſt manner. 'E 

The former place of Syripture taught us, that all things are the ork of 
God. This teacheth us, thir his work is Perfe#, and all the ways of ir Exa#, 
according to the beſt Fudgnzent of things,and the righteſt rules of Wiſdom, 
whichare the Weights in the Ballance of our Judgment. - 

1. Obſervation : Nothing comes to paſs, but thatqwhich is beſt. David ſaith: 
It was good for me, that I was afflicted :Pſal. 119. 71. 

Goodneſs is made up of all Perfettions. Evil, by any one Defed. AMition 
had not been goed for David,it it had not beenBeſ?.If it had kept out any thing, 
that might have been better for\him, it had been an Evil to him. 

Rom. 8. All things work together for the good of thoſe that luve God. Where 
all things work together for good, there all things are like Stones in an Arch,in 
which every Stone isabſolutely neceflary. If you pull any one our of its place, 
the whole Arch falls. Where many things fall into Conſpiracy, or Harmony for 
good, there the Stops, and Shakes make the Muſick, as well, as the Stroaks, and 
Sounds ; there every thing is Beſt. For the Alteration of any thing alters the 
Harmony. If all thin fogether for good,than each Particular thing with 
all the Circumſtances, and Nefetts of it. 

2. Obſervation: Nethingyalls out, but in the beſt time. Eccleſ. 3. 11. We 
learn, that God hath made every thing Beautiful in its Seaſch, Every thing 13 
brought forth by God in the Seaſon of its beauty, ſo that you may ſay ; This 
Time, and this Thing were fitted one for another from Eterni:y. 

The Jews fay ; that Souls were match'r, and pair'd in Heaven : and that 
Marriages prove happy on Earth, when they were firſt made in Heaven ; _ 
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a Soul meets with its firſt Mate. God hath from Eternity match't'every Thing - 
to its Time. And every Thing meets fully with the ſame Time on Earth. So tt 
proves a Lovely, and Glorious Marriage. "#4 of | 

Pſal. 1. 3. A good man is compared to a Tyree, that brings forth his Fruit: 
in its Seaſon. The good God doth fo, much more. He brings forth all the Fruits 
of his Providence, whether they be Bitter, or Sweet, in their proper Seaſon ; 
in that Seaſon, in which they have a true, and full Beauty. IS 

Good and Evil never betal us, but in their own Seaſon, when they are Na- 
tural, kindly, and Beautiful. 1f a __ ſhould happen to thee in the Time of 
an Evil, or an Evil inthe Time of a Good, it were like the Stars ſeen at Noon 
and the Sun at midnight ; which would be a matter of Terrour, and aſtoniſh- 
ment to Mankind ; arguing Diſorder in Nature, and preſaging Confultons to 
the world. | 

. Obſervation : Nothing is brought about, but in the beſt manner. "The 
Jews witnefled of Chriſt,that he had done all things well ; not only good for the 
Matter, but alſo well for the Manner. | | ci, 

Thereare Three 'Things, which commend a Diamond. 1. The Goodneſs 
of the Stone. 2. The welkſetting. 3. The well-cutting of it. Every Pro- 
 wvidence of God towards thee is ſuch a Diamond. It is Beſt in itſelf. Ir 1s wel}- 
ſet, in the beſt Seaſen, and State of 'Things. It is ell-cat, all the Circumſtan- 
ces are ordered, and poliſh't with the beſt skill, ike Points of the Diamond, to 
ſparkle forth moſt Sweerreſs, and Beauty. 

All His ways are Fudgment. Every way of God, in each Circumſtaiice of 
every work is ſcan'd, and judg'd, and fo diſpoſed in the moſt Fudicious mans 
ner. Not a Morte, or a Hair in any bufineſs falls caſually,or lies negle&ed, but 
is weighed in Judgment, and ordered with the higheſt skill, and care. Never 
then repine more or fay ; if ithad not been This, or Then, or Thus, I could 
have born it. For now thou finneſt againſt the Wi/dom of God, which hath 
ordered, and appointed all theſe 'Three; This, Then, and Thus : So that This 
was Beſt ; Then it was moſt Beautiful ; and Thus it was the greateſt Bleſſing. 

I will conclude this Particular, with that of Solomon in the Prowerbs,Prov. 
J- 17. All the ways of wiſdom are Peace, and all her Paths are Pleaſantneſs 

"This 15 true Two Ways. 

Firſt, all the goings forth of Wiſdom in thy Spirit are Peaceful,and Plea- 
fant, 1f Wiſdom enlighten thy way,and lead thee forth into all things by the 

cams of her Diſcoveries,as the Path of thy Spirit : then all the Out-goings 
of thy foul into Things, and all the Appearances of 'Things to thy Soul, will 
be like a Sweet Tune, or Pleafant Dance. 

Secondly, all the goings forth of God in his Wiſdom are Paths of Peace,and . 
Plcaſantneſs. No providences would be a Labyrinth or Wilderneſs to a man, 
to bring him to a loſs; if he travelled thorow them with that Threadof Light, 
wich which God weat forth into them. Do but go by the Foor-ftezs of God, 
and 
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and track his Fi/dowintheworld ; and you ſhall walk continually in a Smooth 
andgquiet:Path,in a Pathof Reſt,and Joy even thorow rhe Darkeſt Thickerts 

I have ſpoken of the Fourth Spring of Foy in God, His Wiſdom. Now let 
us'pals-to the next, 

''5. | Spring : The Glory of God. Pſal. 8. 1. David breaks forth into Ad- 
miration , O: Lerd, our Lord, how excellent is thy Name in all the Earth ! Who 
haſt ſet thy Glory above the Heavens. 

-: Divines diftinguiſh the Glory of God into Eſſential,and Manifeftative. The 


| Effemial Glory of God is that which ſhines Eternally in the Perion, and Na- 


ture of God, 'Fhis Beawty is the God-Head's Self in the Image, which is Feſzs 
Chrift. But I am not now to ſpeak of this. For I ſpake of this Glory before 
in the Second Spring, the Beauty of God. 

The Manifeſt ative Glory of God is that, which he hold forth to us in the 
Creature. David ſpeaks of the Eſſential Glery of God, when he ſaith,that God 
hathfer his Glory above the Heavens. No creature can bring forth, or bear 
the Eſſential Glory of God. Ir is above the higheſt, the molt. heavenly crea- 
ire, in refpett to its Excellency, © or Capacity. David ſpeaks.of the Mani- 
feftativeGlory of God in thoſe words : How excelient is thy Name in all the 
Farth! The Name is the Image of God, the Appearance or Manifeſtation of 
ts.Glory. This Name of God is in All the Earth, in the loweſt part, or ſtate of 
the creature, and every thing of it, The Name cf God is Excellent, to Admi- 
ration, in all the Earth. * What a Foundation 1s this to build Joy upon in eve- 
ry condition ? "Thou canſt not be fo low in the Earth, bur thou mayeſt read 
the Name of God, and ſee his Glory in thy lowelt ſtate, 

Look then upon thy greateſt Loſs, or Croſs, and ſay, Ay God, how excellent 
i thy Name mm This alſo ? The Death of my friend, mine own prief ſhall be pre- 
cions in mine eyes, becauſe they are the manifeſtations of thy Glory. I will call no- 
rhing dark, bitter, cr baſe, in which theu writeſt thy Name, and haſt thy Beauty 
ſhining furth with an excellency. 

I have-now finiſhed my! Anſwer to-the ſecond Afiſtake, which contains Dz- 
retiomshow to look upon the {ingle Perſon of God, and Chriſt ; what to louk 
uport in That Perſon, which will fill us with Joy in every condition. Now I am 
arrived at the Third Miſtake, which hinders the Soul from attaining to a ſtate 
of Sp'ritual Joy. 

3 Miftake : That Syiritual Grief and Foy are inconſiſtent, and cannot ſtand 
together. You-fhall perceive-this, as a Principle laid down in the hearts of 
many Chriſtnans' by the'Reply which they will make, when they are preſſed to 
Foy as a Grace, and to continual Delight, as a Duty. Woe is me, faith one, 
how can I have any Joy, who have ſo many corruptions,and fins to mourn for 
continually ? Alas ! faith another, ſhould I rejoyce, or take any delight, who 
am ſtill called ro mourning, and heavineſs by private AfMiCtions, or publick 
Calamities? I anſwer all theſe, that they err, not underſtanding aright the 
DES : L | Scriptures, 
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Scriptures, and the Power of the Spirit of God in the Soul. They errein ſup 
poſing that Foy and Grief in the Spirit do hinder, and not help forward one 
another. _ I wilkendeavour the Removal of this Miſtake by To General Rules, 
.and then by Particular A —_— of theſe Rules. 

'Fhe Two General Rnles are theſe : 

1 Rule : Take heed of ſeparating thoſe things which God hath joyned, 

2 Rule : Take not any mourns to be hily, which hath not a holy  mirth 
mingled with i. | | 

1 Rnle.: Take heed of ſeparating thoſe things which God hath joyned. Solomon 
faith, That God hath ſet One thing over againſt another. We' may read it; Gold 
hath ſer One thing By another, or For another. God ofterr ſets ſeveral things 
One By another, to compleat each other ; and we ſet them One Againſt another, 
to fight, and deſtroy. ; | 

God is One, Gal. 3.20, But rhe name of the Devil is Legicn : For he 1s many. 

God by Behclding all things in One Light: by Poſſeſſing all rhings in One 
Life ; by Enjoying all things in One Love, is One, and Biefled for ever. 

The Dewil by Dividing becomes a Deſtroyer, the Principle, and Seat of De- 
ſtruQion. 

Jeſus-Chriſt 1s the Mediator: He makes things diſtant to meer in him : He 
gathers up all things into One, Ephef. 1. 10. | 

Jeſus Chriſt by Reconciling divers Appearances of God, divers Adminiſtra- 
tions 1n Man, makes his Church to be & many Members Oze Body ; and” of all 
things makes One Beauty. " | 

We by ſetting One Appearance,or State of the ſame thing, One Adminiſtra- 
tion or Gift to fight with another, make the Church a Babel, and the Cothfnon- 
wealth a'Field of Blood, \- $4] 

"The Spirit 18a Band of Unity, Eph. 4. 3. Unity is in the Spirit ;, Doviſion is'in 
the Fleſh. The Spirit by binding up var;ous Operaticns of the fame Grace, 
various 1/uminations of the ſame'I ruth, in» One band of Unity, makes'us Spj- 
ritual in Fudging, and Living. We firſt breaking oft the Parcels of Truth,and 
Properties of Grace, then oppoſe them. Su we become carnal, apt to: miſcar- 
riages 1n our ſelves, and contentions with. others. Take heed then of ſeparating 
thoſe things which God hath joyned. He 1s a growing Saint, a God-like man 
among men,who hath a Spirit Reconciling and Uniting Peffons, Things, Du- 
ties, Graces, Factions, AﬀeCtions, Parties, Properties. | 

"Thus 1s the Firſ# Rule. X | 

2 Rutle : Take not any mourning #0 be holy or ſpiritual, which hath not a boly 
mirth mingled with it. . | | 

Be angry, and ſin not, ſaith the Apeſile. Let not the Sun' go' down upot your 
wrath, Eph. 4« 0. - > 

So faith the ſpiritual man; I will mourn, and not ſin. The Sun ſhall not go 
down upon my Griefr "The Sun of a Saint,the Sun of the Soul: 14 Feſws Chriſt, 

who 
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who hath the Light of Life. The ſhining of his Face upon the Soul, makes 
it cheerful ; fills ir with beams of Joy; glads it more than ſtore of Corn and 
Wine can glad any carnal heart, Spiritual Foy is the Swn-ſhine of Chriſt's 
face in the foul. The Bridegroom ſhall be raken from them, and then they ſhall 

faſt, and mourn in thoſe dates: ſaith Chriſt of his Diſciples, Luk. 5. 35. 

Feſwus Chriſt is the Bridegroom of the Soul, as the Sun is of the Earth. His 
Preſence and Appearance in the Soul is the Joy of it. Every thing is finful in 
us, which caſts down the Light of our Saviour's countenance 1n our Spirits. *T'is 
Stn to grieve the Spirit at Chriſt, that is, to ſtraiten ir and hinder it from re- 
Joycing, and putting forth its Joys in us. 

If the Paſſion of Grief or Anger gather to a Thick Cloud,ſo as to Darken 
the bright Face of the Lord Jeſus in us, it becomes a Corruption, and Tranſ- 
greſſion. We are commanded to Rejoyce evermore, 1 Thel. 5. 16. Rejoyce 
zn the Lord always, Phil. 4. 4. Our Spirits are to be playing, and ſporting 
themſelves unceſlantly in the Light of our Saviours Preſence. It is from the 
Devil, and the Fleſh, whatever interrupts this Joy, theſe Sportings. 

The Rainbow was the Covenant of God in the Cloud, that the Waters 
tbould no more cover the Earth : Genef. 9. 6, 15. 

The Rain-bow is ever ſet in a Black, Watery Cloud. But it is begotten by 
the RefleCtion of the Sun-beams upon that Cloud, mixing their chearful Beau- 
ties, with its Melancholy Blackneſs. 

Graef is then alone a Grace in thy ſoul , when the San ſhines upon the wa- 
tery Cloud. When the Glory of Chriſt mingles its ſweer Beams with thy Grief, 
and makes a Spiritual Rainbow in thy Soul. Thep is there the Covenant of 
God in the Cloxd of thy Grief. 

This Over-ſpreading of a Spiritual chearfulneſs upon thy Sorrows is a Sign 
from Heaven, that the waters of Sin, Deſpair, and Wrath ſhall never quite 
cover the Image of God in thee. | 

I now cometo the Particular Applications of theſe General Rules. 

I will do this under Two Heads : 

1. Spiritual-Mourning. 2. The mixtureof Mirth with it. 
1. Head: Spiritual Mourning. 1 will here ſet before you the Nature of a 
Holy Grief in theſe Four Particulars. 
| 1. The Matter. 3. The Meaſure. 
| 2. The Manner. 4. The Myſtery. 
: 1. The Matter of Spiritual Mourning is Evil in all the Kinds and Degrees 
of it. 

Eccleſ. 3. 3, 4- Solomon couples Two Verſes fitly together : A Time to Kill 
and a Time ta Heal : a Time to break down, and aTime to build up. A Time to 
Weep, and a Time to Laugh, a Time to Mourn, and a Time to Dance. 

Theſe Times anſwer one another. "The Killing Time is the Weeping Time : 
the Healing Time is the Laughing Time, The "Time of Breaking 1 the Time 
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for Mourning, and the time of Buildimg is the time for Danting.” Man is 
Gods Cymbal, or Harp. Our AﬀeCtions, and Paſſions are the String (hel it.” 
It makes good Muſick, when it keeps. 7;me with the Adminiſtration 'of God. 
When the Lord brings forth Gosd Things for us, then'he toucheth our Sweeer - 
AﬀeCtions, and awakens therv. When he brings any Evil upon us, then he 
ſtrikes upon our ſharp, and fad Paſſions, to make them ſound. - - 

There are Two Sorts of Evil : The Evil of Sim, and of Miſery. Moſes ex- 
preſſeth both theſe Evils by a Contrariety, Levit. 26. 24. 24. If ye will walk 
contrary unto me : 1 alſowill walk contrary unto you. The Emil of Sin is the- 
Contrariety of Man to God: The Evil of Miſery is the C—_ of God to 
Man. Sin is the Running out of "Things from the Glory of God: "the brea- 
king of the Harmony of Divine Love,Beauty, and Wiſdom by a Diſcord. Sor- 
row 15 the Return of Things into this Glory : the bringing of the” Diſcord into 
a Harmony again. Both theſe Evils are the Marter of Spiritual Mourning. 

I. The Evil of Sin. We are to grieve for the Evil of Sin in our ſelves, and 
in others. | 

1. Weare to grieve for Sin mn our ſelves, Pſa. 5 1. 3. David cryes to God, I 
acknowledge my tranſgreſſion, my ſis before me. When Sim appears in its right 
ſhape to us, it brings forth /orro, as its Image in our ſouls, asnaturally; as the 
face of God begets a face of Joy in onr hearts. Mourning is as the Monrh by 
which we corfeſ our corruptions. It is the Image and Form, in which the 
ſenſe of guilt holds forth it ſelf in the Spirit. He that grieves, and glories not 
in the Glory of God, calls Good Evil, and Light Darkneſs. He that is merry, 
and mourns not under guilt, he calls Evil Good, and Darkneſs Light. Both lye 
under a Curſe ; one for turning the Glory of God into a Lye; the other for 
Boaſting himſelf in a Lie againſt the T7urh. Not to feel a Sorrow for Sin, isto 
deny the Nature of it, ro deſtroy the Perſon of Chriſt, to make void his Croſs, - 
to confound, and diflolve the Myftery of God. 

2. Weare to grievefor Sin in others, Pſal. 119. 5 3- David complains, 
Horrour hath taken hold of me, becauſe of the Wicked, that forſake thy Law. 

When the Sun, the Light of the World, laboureth under an Eclipſe by the 
Moon, the Sight of it naturally ſtrikes a kind of Horrour upon the Spirits of 
Men. For it portends Blood, and Ruine in one Kind or another. In each Sin 

there is a more Dreadful Eclipſe. "The Image of God, which is the True Life, 
and Light of all Creatures, laboureth, and groaneth beirig opprelt under, and 
darkned by the Image and will of Man.He that underſtands this Sighr,fees in it 
a certain Preſage of Wrath,and Deſolation,which kills him with Aſtoniſhmenr. 

Epheſ. 4. 30. Grieve not, faith St. Paul, the Holy Spirit of Chriſt. Sin 
grieves the Spirit of Chriſt. As Jeſus Chriſt Sympathuzeth,and Suffereth with 


us, having a fellow-feeling of our Infirmities by a Union of Sprrits. So a good 


man hath a Sympatby.,and fellow-feeling with his Saviour, when he ſees his 
Spirit grieved by the Sins of other men. ' Thus we are to Mourn for the Firſt 
Ewi/. the Evil of Sin. Z 2. The 
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2. ' The Ewil of Suffering, Weare.to mourn for our 6u Suffering s,and the 
Sufferings of. others... | | 
I. We areto,mournfor our own Sufferings, Ef. 2.2. 12. In that day did the 
Lord God of Hoſts. call to weeping, and to mourning. What: Day was this? It 
was a Day of Calamity, when Death. was before their Eyes. So you may ſee at 
the 13th werſe : They ſaid: Let us eat,ond drink, for ts morrow we ſhall die. 
The Providences, and Appearances of God are his Langaage, in which he 
ſpeaks to.us., God requires of us, that we ſhould have an Ear to hear, and a 
Tongue to.anſyer him in his own Language. It is ſaid in one. place, that the 
Hearyenſhould hear the Earth. Is it not much more fit then, that the Earth 
ſhould hear -the Heavens ? "The Heavens are the Image of God, the Heart of 
Man is the Earth. Shall God ſpeak to us in Wrath, and Ruine ; and ſhall 
not. we hear, and anſwer him with Fear and 'Trembling ? Shall God ſpeak to 
usin Thunder, Storms and Blood ; And ſha!l not we hear, and anſwer him 
with "Tears, and Broken Hearts ? | 
2. Weare to mourn for the Sufferings of Others, 2 Corin. 11. 2, 9. ho, 
faith St. Paul, is fick, and I am mit afflifted ? who 1s offended, and I burn not? 
Every good Man is like his God, and Father. A'l "Things are his, becauſe 
he is the Spouſe of Chrift, the Child and Heir of God, one Spirit with Chriſt, 
and Ggd. So he ſuffers inall, As St. Paul ſaid; I make up the Sufferings of 
Chriſt, in wy Fleſh: So faith he ; All Things that Suffer, add to my Sorrows, and 
make up my Sufferings m# their Fleſh. | 
A goodMan is OneSpirit withChrift.Thus he 1s likeChriſt,a Spirit of Univer- 
al Sweetneſs, which longs, and labours to bring forth itſelf in Peace, and Plea- 
ſuresevery where. When it meets, with a Soul ſhutup in Griefs,it is traitned 
and afflicted there, and burns like a Fire, tobe art liberty in that Heart, This 
Spirit ſuffers with each Hearr, till it can make every Heart to rejoyce with it- 
ſelf. It 1s never entirely Riſen from/the Dead, while there is any one in the 
Grave of Sorrows. That One is a Member'ot its Body ; and 1t is ever preſent 
with the whole Body, being all of itſelf in every Part of that; all in the Sor- 
rows of the Militant and Suffering Part, as truly as it is all in the Joys of the 
Triumphant, and Rejoycing Part. "This 1s the Matter of our Aourning,Evil 
in both kinds, of Sn», and Suffering. 
2. The manner of our Mourning, This 1s the Second Particular. My way 


in this ſhall be to give you ſome Diſtin#ions, and then ſome Rules drawn from 
thoſe DiſtinQtions. 


The Diſtinitions are Three. 


Firft , of the Appearances of God, Secondly , of the State of Things. 
Thirdly, of the Life of Man. 


1. Diſtinttion,of the Appearances of God: Theſe are Two-feld. 
I. The Supream. 2. Subordinate Appearance, 
1. 'The Supream Appearance of God is One, Bielled for ever, penfct in 


Glory G 
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Glory, Unchangeable. This is Feſus Chriſt, the ſame Yeſterday, to Day; uſer 
—_ 


' Ever: Heb. 13. 8. This is that Heavenly Image of the God-Head, 


gathers up into one, in ſelf, all Images of things, in all Times. David ſpeaks 
of this; Pſal. 16. 11. Tn thy Preſence ( or Face) ' is fulneſs of Foy': at thy 
Right Hand are pleaſures for evermore. In theſe words are Four Things. Wy 

1. The Preſence, or Face, and the Right Hand of God. Both thefe expreſ- 
ſions ſignify God in his Naked, Higheſt, and Rightelt Appearance, 2. Plea- 
ſures are here doubly expreſt by Foy, and Pleaſures, 3. There is Perfettion 
in thoſe Pleaſures, a Falneſs of Foy. 'This fulneſs intimates 2 Solidity, or Sub- 
ſtantiality of Joy for the kind ; an Abundance, and SatisfaCtorineſs' for Degree. 
4. A Perpetuity is added to all this. 'The Pleaſures are for evermore. Thisis 
the Deſcription of God in his Supream Appearance, in which there 1s all Vari 
ety ; but no Mixture: all Communion, and Communication; but no Chance. 
This Appearance is Light without any Darkneſs. . { £2 

2. The Subordinate Appearance of Godis Manifold. God in thiy reſpe&t is 
called, rhe Lord of Hoſts, becauſe he comes forth in an Army'of Appearances, 
which a:e his Ten "Thouſand Chariots, his Millions of Angels. God'in his 
Supream Appearance, 1s Light : in his Subordinate Appearaiice, a Fire. He is 
inthis Appearance a Mixture of Light, and Darkneſs. He hath various effe&ts, 
Cheriſhing, and Conſuming : Drawing forth all Things, and devouring them 
again, Here God is various ; ſ»merimes blazing forth brightly ; ſometimes wrap- 
ping up himſelf in a thick Smoak : ſometimes Burning Dreadfully ; ſomerimes 
ſhining out Sweetly. This is the Appearance of God, as he comes forth ina 
Creared Image to the Creature of the Firſt Creation. "This ts'called by Mc- 
ſes the Back-parts of God, in which he hath many Names-proclaimed before 
him, which have Change, and Contrariety in them : Exod. 34. 6, 7. Gracious, 
and Jealous ; Long-ſuffering, and viſiting, &c. Fo 

This is the Firſt yen | 

2. Diftinfion, of the State of Things. This 1s Two-fold: © 

t. TheState of Things in the Spirit, or God. © 40 uf | as 

2. "The State of Things in the Fleſh; or the Creature. 77 2044.0 

You have this Difin&;jon taught you, Heb. 2. 14. For as thuch,as theChil- 
dren are made Partakers of Fleſh and Blood. Here you have the Children before 
their Clothing of Fleſh and Blood ; again you have the Children in that 
Cloththg. There is ſuch another place as this, which expounds it, and 1s ex- 
cats by it, Rom. 8. 20, 21. The Creature was made ſubjef# to Vanity, 
ot willingly, but in _—_ &Cc. It ſhall be delivered into the glorious Liberty of the 
Sons of God. Here is the Creature before, above,aſrer the Vanity of this Crea- 
tion, in the Liberry of the Sons of God: Here is the'Creature ander vanity, 
and in the Corruptible Creation. | 

1. State: The State of Things in the Spirit, or m God. "This is a State of 
Iramortal Beauty, and Joys. Al] things live to God, Luk, 20, 38. —_— | 

& 1 that 
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.that;is, is God. All Things lie to God, that is, as they are ſeen by God for all 
—_— ſeen by God, in God.God never looks off;or looks out from Himfelf. 
. 8.6, To be ſpiritually-minded is life and peace. _ All things live and 
flouriſh to the ſpiritual mind,which is born of God, which is both the Eye and 
Imageof God in the Soul, as they do ro God. He rhat hath the Eternal Spirit 
for the Eye of his Mind,harth it alſo for the Obje& of his Mind. He that ſeeth 
things by the Spirit, ſeeth them # the Spirit. All things #» the Spirit are Owe 
Spirit with that Spirit, Spiritual Appearances of the Spirir. . So they are living 
and pleaſant Images of at Life and Peace which. is the Ativity and Har- 
mony of the Divine Nature. | 

Rom. 1:1. 36, St. Paul Gith of God ; Of him, and through him, and to him, 
are all things; to whom be glory for ever, Amen, God is bleſſed for ever; the 
Spring and Sear of Blefſedneſs. All things cannot but be Branches of Bleſſed- 
neſs, as they have their beginning, their way, their ends in him, who is the E- 
ternal Spirit of Blefledneſs and Glory. | 

2. State. The State of things in the fleſh, or in the creature, or in themſelyes, 
This 13a Flouriſhing, Fading, and Flaming State of Things, 

We have it deſcribed by St. Peter, 1 Pet. 1. 24. All Fleſh is as Graſs, 
and all the Glory f the Fleſh, as the Flower of the Field : the Graſs withereth, 
end the Flower thereof falleth away. 

All Things in the Fleſh are,at beſt, Vanity, and change in their Principles. 
Their Path 1s Corruption, their Concluſion is Conſumption, as by Fire. 

This is the Second Diftmnton. 

3-, Diftinttion: of the Life of Man. Man hath a Two-fold Principl-. 

k A Heavenly, | - 2. An Earthly Principle. 

This Diſ##n#1on is laid " I Cor. 15. 45. The Firſt Man Adam was 
wade a living Soul : the New Adam is a quickning Spirit. Adam is a Univer- 
ſal Name, which includes all Mankind; as in its Root, or Principle. "The 
Two Adams are the Two Principles, or diſtint Roots of Man. One is a Living 
Soul, the Soul of all Mankind in its Natural State. "The other is a Luickning 
= whit the Spirit, or Principle of men, as they are converted from Nature to 
Grace, or Glory. Theſe Principles are called by the Apoſtle in this place, 
one Heavenly ; the other Earthly. v. 47. The Firſt Man is from the Karth ; 


the Second Man is the Lord from Heaven. v. 48. As is the Earthy, ſuch 


are they that are Earthy ; as « the Heavenly, ſuch are they that are Heavenly. 
Theſe Two. Principles are likewiſe called Two Images,the Image of the Hea- 
venly, and of the Earthly Man. w. 49. As we = born the Image of the 
Earthly, we ſhall alſo bear the Image of the Heavenly Man. 

They are likewiſe ftiled in Scripture the Inward, and the Outward Man, 
Corin. 2. 4, 14. Though our Outward Man periſh, our Imward is renewed day 
by day. The Heavenly Principle is as the Center ; the Earthly, as.a Point in 
the Circumference ſhooting forth its Beams from thence only. 

= The 
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The Heavenly, and Earthly Principle lie mutually infolded in one another. 
The Earthly Principle is in the Heavenly,as the Seed in the full-blown Flower. 
The Heavenly Principle is in the Earthly, as the Flower lies hid in the Seed. 
The Earthly is in the Heavenly, as the Flowers of all Colours are in the 
Light. The Heavenly is in the Earthly, as Light is in every Colour. Theſe 
Two are alſo expreſſed by the Spiritual, and Natural Man, 1 Cor. 2. 14, 15. 
So alſo by the New, and Old Coloſs. 3. 9, 10. Manaccording tothe 
Diverſity of theſe Two Principles is capable of a Five-fold life at unce. 
The Life of the Heavenly Principle in itſelf. 
The Life of the Earthly Principle, as it is Comprehended in the Heavenly. 
The Life of the Heavenly, as it in the Earthly. 
The Life of the Earthly, as it # Subordinate to the Heavenly. 
The Life of the Earthly Principle in itſelf. | h 
i. Life: The Lifeof the Heavenly Principle in itſelf. Man, as he lives this 
Life, is uncapable of any blot of Sin, or ſpot of Sorrow. 'The Apoſtle ſpeaks 
with reference to this Life, Epheſ. 5. 8. Now are ye Light in the Lord: Walk,as 
Children of the Light. | ; 
As we live.in the Heavenly Principle, and that lives in 3t/elf, weare Children 
of Light; clear Beams of the God-Head, like Chriſt, Brightnefſes of the 
Fathers Glory, which can neither be Defiled, nor Darkned. That which is born 
of God, ſins not, nor cannot ſin. I may add, it grieves not, nor cannot grieye,ac- 
cording to its Heavenly Birth. In this Principle we are Light in the Lord. 
Our Saviour tells us, that we ſhall be in the Reſurreion, as the Angels. He 
tellsus again ; that the Angels of Little Children behold the Face of God im Hea- 
ven: This Life in the Heavenly Principle is the Reſwrretftzon. In this we are al- 
waies, as Angels. While we arelike little Ones on Earth ; we are as the moſt 
Glorious Angels, beholding the Face of our Father in Heaven : while we are 


BDOPp þ 


-incloſed in the Darkneſs of Fleſh, weare at the ſame time Light in the Lord. 


Ir is the Opinion of ſome very learned mea , that the Supream part of the Soul 
which 1s above ſenſible Things, ever living in the midſt of Inviſible Things, 
the Head, and Spirit of the Soul ; that this is each Mans Angel. 

But man hath a Head above-this Head. The Head of Man is Chrift, as the 
Head of Chriſt is God, 1 Cor. 11. 3. Man hath a Spirit above this Spirit: 
Whom I with my Spirit ſerve in-the Goſpel of his Sen : Saith St. Paul, Rom. 1. 

- The Heavenly Principle is this Head, and Spiriz. Thou haſt an Erernal 
Life in this Head, and Spirit of thine. In this Life thou art more than an An- 
gel in the midſt of. the 'Throne : thou art Light in the Lord :. thou art in the 
Light of the Lord, as He Himſelf is in that Light. 

This i the Firſt Life. | 

2. Life: The Life of the Earthly Principle, as it is Comprehended in the 
Heavenly. TheEarthly Principle in the Heavenly,is as theHeavenly.Beho/d,faith 
Zeſus Chriſt, I make all Things new, 2. Corin. 5. 17. As the Sun riſeth upon 
the 
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the Farth ; ſo doth the New Man upon the Old, making that alſo to have a 


New Face of Immortality, as it is comprehended in the Beams of the New 


Man. 'The Glory of God taking up Elyjab,was as a Chariot of Fire,becauſe 
as it catcheth up, it changeth, and conforms to itſelf that which it catcherh up 
into urſelf. Such is the Heavenly Principle taking up the Earthly into it. 
When St. Pau! was caught up into the Third Heaven, and Paradiſe : then 
he was another man. I knew a Man, faith he. Then he was that Man of Para- 
diſe. If he was caught up in the Body : then was his Earthly Body a Paradiſi- 
cal Body, comprehended in the Body of Paradiſe. When he was let down 
again, he was an Earthly Man/ in an Earthly Body, 2 Cor. 12. The Gre- 
can Poet tells us of an Herb, "which had one Name among the Gods, and a- 
nother Name among Men. All the Things of this world, have one fort of 
Names and Natures, as they are/in their own Principle. But as they are Com- 
prehended, and Converſt with by a Heavenly Principle, they have quite other 
Names, and Natures, which are Heavenly. As Adam, fo each Principle gives 
Names to all Things according.to itſelf, and by thoſe Names they are called 
in that Principle, "The Sicknels,|and Death of the Earthly Principle have 0- 
ther Names, Names of Life in the Heavenly Principle. | 
This isthe Second Life. 
Life : The Life of the Heavenly Principle in the Earthly This is, as 
- the Life of Chriſt in the Fleſh. Ir is the Life of the Son of God in Fleſh. 
This is the Firmament, which divides + between the Waters of Life above, 


and the Waters of Grief, and Death below. Ir reacheth to both, and drinks 


-of both. Ir hath in its own Principle all the Springs of Peace, and Joy. But 
as it is in one Perſon, and Principle with the Fleſhly Man, it takes the Infirmi- 
ties of thatupon itſelf, and bears all its Diſeaſes. And belides all, it hath one 
Diſeaſe of its own, which the Earthly Man bears no part in, and that is, the 
Impriſoument, Reſtraint, and Contradiction of Sins, and Sinners, which ir ſuf- 
fers in the Earthly Principle. "The Heavenly Principle in the Earthly is both 
the Primary Inflifter of all Sufferings, and the Principle afflited by thoſe Suf- 
ferings. | 

' 4. Life: The Lifeof the Earthly Principle, as it is Subordinate to the Hea- 
wvenly, "This is that Fleſh of Chriſt, of which Sr. Paul ſpeaks in the Myſtery, 
as of the Spouſe of Chriſt, Epheſ. 5. 31, 32. This is that Spouſe , which 
though it have ſtill a Head, a Principle of its own, yet it vails this Head, and 
{ſubordinates this Principle to the Heavenly Principle, as ro its Husband, till ir 
be taken up into it, that ſo there may be no more Male and Female; but ane 

Man in Chriſt : no more Fleſh and Spirit ; but all according to the New 

Adam, a Luickning Spirit. This Fiſh is indeed waſht with pure water, that 

it cannot ſin. Bur it 1s Baptized unto Chriſt, asthe Jews were unto Moſes, 1 
Cer. 10, 2. in the Cloud, andin the Sea. It is the Immediate, and Proper 
Subjett of all Suffterings. This is the Man, that faith, Lamen. 3. 1. 1 am 

the Man that hath ſeen affiicf:on by the Rod of his Wrath. This 


A 
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This is a Beaſt for Slaughter. Burt it is the Lamb among the Beaſts. It is a 
Lamb without Spot, which is {lain all the day long. Bur it is lain, as a Sacrt- 
fice,nor as an Abomination. Ls 7s OUER 

5. Life: The Life of the Earthly Principle in itſelf. 'This is the Wild Aſs 
that runs, and ſaufts up the Wind. * "This 38 the Seat of Sorrows, 'and the Pit 
of Pollutions. St. Paul, Coloſ. 2. 13. .calls this the Body of the Sins 
of the Fleſh. The Fleſh, as it 15 in its own Principle is the Womb, and 
- Mother of all Evil. The Devil ſows all his ſeveral Seeds in this Womb. So 
the Body har ſprings forth from the Fleſh, is the Dewils Body, in which all ths 
Members are the ſeveral puttings forth of thoſe various Seeds, and Divers 
Principles of Evil caſt by the Devil into the Fleſh. "Theſe Principles are in 
truth ſo many particular Devils in him, whe is their Prince, and Head. The 
Body of the Sins of the Fleſh is then a Cluſter of Devils Incarnated, in' which 
each Member in particular 1s a particular Devil in Fleſh | 

Rom. 6G. 19. As ye have yielded your Members Servants ( in a verſe before 
St. Paul called them Inſtruments ) unto Uncleanneſs, and Iniquity, ( that is, to 
the Principle of Uncleanneſs, and Iniquity, which is the Devil ) ro Iniquity, 
( that is, ro make themſelves-one with that Principle, and the various Images, 
or manifeſtations of the various Powers in that Principle : ) ſo yield your Mem- 
bers Servants to Righteouſneſs, ( that is, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteouſneſs of God ) 
unto Holineſs. ( to the pure, unmixt, unclouded holding 4" of the ſeveral 
vertues of Chriſt, thorow your ſeveral Members, ) You ſee the Life of the 
Earthly Principle in itſelf ; that it is the Center, or Spring thorow which the 
Prince of Darkneſs, and Devils thruſts forth all his Evil Powers,and Spirits in- 
to a Body, : 

By this means 1t 15 made the Beaſt, that bears the Whore; it is made an Aſs, 
which bows down its back to all the Burthens of every Devil, and Evil. Thus 
much for the Diſt intions, which concern the 91anner of our grieving. Now 
follow the Rules which are drawn from theſe Diſtin&tions to dire&t us in the 
Spiritual manner of Mourning, | 

I. Rule: Know the Growmdof your Mourning to be the Subordinate only, 
and not the Supream Appearance of God, Pſal. 30. 5. His anger endureth 
but a moment ; in his favour is Life : Weeping may endure for a Night, but Foy 
comes in the Merning, When thou grieveſt, and lamenteſt moſt bitterly, then 
remember; that this Diſcovery of God, which covers thee with ſo much Hor- 
rour, 1s but a momentary,and dark one ; it is the Night,the Back-part of God. 
"The Morning-appearance, the Face of thy God is Bright, and Shining with 
Joy. The Living, True, Eternal Diſcovery, which is above all other Diſcove- 
ries, 1s favourable; and kind, - When thou lookeſt upon God, and takeſt the 
Riſe of thy Mourning at the higheſt : then ſay ; my Scul, there 3s yet a Sight of 
God higher than this, into which if thou couldſt raiſe thy ſelf, thou ſhouldſt find 
all their Love end Delight. Ir is a Rule among Divines, that there is no S«- 
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pream Evil. Evil hath its Root in the Subordinate Manifeſtations of God, in 
his Clothings, and Diſguiſts. "Travel on to the Naked Perſon, to the open Face 
of _ and thou T'ravelleſt beyond all the Fountains, and Heads of Grief, 
or Evi). / | | 

2. Rule: Underſtand well, that the Obje# of all Sorrow is the State of 
Things m fleſh, net in/the Spirit. "The Law 1s the Miniſtry of Death, and Con- 
demnaticn, 2. Cor. /3. 7. Sin comes in by Occaſion of the Law, Rom. 7. 8. 
The Law is the Occaſion of Sin, and the miniſtry of Death by reaſon of the 
Fleſh, Rom. 8. 3. IWhat the Law could not do ( that is, to make us Holy, or 
Happy, ) thorow the weakneſs of the Fleſh. "The weakneſs of the Fleſh 1s the 
Ground, on which all wickedneſs, and woe is wrought. 

The Fleſh 1s the Shadow, the Vail, Hebr. 10. 20. Whatever evil is the Ob- 
jet of thy Grief, ſo grieve, as knowing it to be in the Shadowy part, in the 


' Out-ſide of Things only. *T'is but a Leprofie #n the Skin. Fob calls the Fleſhly 


State of Things in themſelves, and not in the Spirit, but Skin, Fob 19. 26. 
So doth the Devil in the Proverb : Skin for Skin, The Inſide, the Subſtance, 
the Spiritual ; and Life-part of thoſe Things, over which thou ſo ſadly brea- 
keſt thy heart, is Peace. The Altar for Sacrifices was without the vail, all thy 
Evils are without the vail,let thy griefs then abid without the vail,like the Ser- 
vants of Abraham at the Foot of the Mount. Bur let thy Spirit enter within 
the vaz;,and let [aac only go)thither with thee, the Child of Mirth,and Laugh- 
ter, The Sca,and Storms-are without the Vail, only in the Shadow. The An- 
chor,and the Rock; Reſt is within the Vail, in the Spirit,and Truth of Things. 
3 Rule : Grieve ſo, as having thy Head ſtill above the Clouds of Grief in 
a clear Light of Peace and fo Thy Head 1s Chriſt ; thy Head is thy Heavenly 
Principle, thy Life hid with Chriſt in God, Colof. 3. 3. This is your Head, 
hiding itſelf in a Divine Light, and Glory, above all Storms and Changes. 
Divide your ſelf then in your Sorrows. Let your grief be upon your Infe- 
riour parts : bur let your Head be in Joys. And as your Inferiour Parts are fub- 
ordinate to your Head: So let the Joys of that be, as the head of your Griets. 
They that are wafht, need to have their Feet only waſht ; ſaid our Sawieur. 
Let your Feet only be waſht with Tears. And then remember, that the Anoin- 
ting of Glory, and the Oyl of gladncſs is upon your Heads. So mourn, as that 
you may be like the Deſcription of Chriſt, Revel. 1. 14. 15. that your Face 
may ſhine like the Sun inits Strength,while your Feet are in the Furnace. Feel 
your God ftroaking your Head with his right hand, while his left hand is ftri- 
king your Feet with an Iron Rod of Afﬀiiftion. See how Fob ina Tempeſt 
of Miſeries yer Glories in his Head lift up above the Storm, Fob 16.18,19.0 
Earth cover not thcu my Blood, and let my Cry have no place. Aljo now behold ! 
"My Witnes is in Heaven, and my Record is on High. 
When thy Tears and Blood run down upon the ground, when thy Cries fail 
the Earth ; then raiſe thy ſelf like Fob, and fay : even now, behold ! My Head 
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is in Heaven, now I have a Lite in my [Heavenly Principle, which 1s.an Eter- 


nal Record of my Glory,,and Bleflednefs. This teſtifies of a! Beauty; and Joy 
vo me in theſe yery Sorreyws. I FA 


4. Rule : Let the Heavenly Principle,as it lives in the Eartbly,he pbe Spring 


of your Sorrows. Let not thy Griefs be an Oppreſſion to the Sp:ritual Man in 


thee, but an Ob/ation from it. Thy Griefs will be an oppreſſton to it, if /they 


proceed not from itſelf Originally. For then its Joys in the Fleſhare taken a- 


way from it by another, by the Fleſhly Principle. 'Thy Griefs are an:Oblarion 
by the Spirit, when they flow Primarily trom the Spirit. For then itfelt layeth 
down its Joys, as Chriſt ſpeaketh of his Life. 'The Blood, which our Saviour 


ſhed, is called in Scripture the Blood of God. Though the Blood ran rhorow 


the Humane Nature. Yet the Perſon, or Principle, that bled in that Nature, 
was God. , | 

- Qur Divinity ordinarily teacheth us this : that Chriſt was Jdangthat he might 
Suffer ; God, that he might Merit. His Blood had been of no yalue with God, 
if it had not been the Blood of God. In like manner your [Tears cannot be 
Heavenly and Divine ; if; they be not the 'Tears of the Heavenly, and Divine 
Principle in you. "Though the Earthly. Principle be as the Earth, in'which 
theſe bitter Waters bubbleup, and run along : yet the Heavenly Principle muſt 
be the Spring in this Earth, out of which they ariſe: Otherwiſe they will be 
of nou/eto you, nor value with God. | 

5. Rule: Let the Mourning of your Earthly Principle be a Subordination, 
and Submiſſion to your Heavenly Principle. | "This makes your Sorrow a Sacri- 
fice, when withour this your Mourning 3 but Aurmuyring. 

Heb. "20. 5, 6, 7. ]:fius Chriſt is brought in-ſpeaking to God his Father : 
Sacrifice, and Burn;-Offering thou ouldſ# not, but a Body haſt thou prepared me. 
Then ſaid T, Io I come, to do thy Will O God. 

Thus the Heavenly Principle ſpeaks the ſame Language in every St. Thow 
wilt havs no more Sacrifices of Beaſts. The Time is paſt, in which thou baſt ta- 
ken pleaſure to have the Inferiour Earthly Principle to be Sacrificed to, and by the 
Super:our Heaveniy Principle, while thime Image was preſent only in the 'I'ype, 
and Shadow. But now thou haſt prepared a Body for we, rhou haſt brought 
me into the Earthly Principle, thatI ſhoald make a Burn:-Ofermg of my elf 
to thee, as of my 0299 Body, "They were to bring no Strange Fire to the 
Sacrifice, but to wait till Fire from Heaven fall down upon it and conſume ir- 
In like manner is the Earthly man to lay itſelf on the Altar by the Power of 
the Heavenly Man, and to wait, till that bring forth a Flame of Sorrow upon 
it. The Earthly man ſhould ſay alwaies to the Heavenly, I mourn, that I may 
do thy Will, and not mine own. 

Eſt quedam flere Libido. There may be a Luſt in weeping, and fo there 1s, 
when the Outward Man fulfils his own will in weeping, and not the Will of 
the Inward Man, which 3s one with the Will of Chriit and Gad. : | 

| A a 6. Rule: 
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G. Rule : Let the Earthly Principle, asit is in itſelf, be only a Slave to you 
in your Griefs. If the Fleſh have a Power of its own to make you Grieve, to 
qualifie, or. meaſure your Griefs, it will _ the Curſe of the Serpent upon 
you: it will make you to go upon your Belly, toſink altogether into your ſen- 
ſual and Corruprible Part. It will make you feed upon Duſt,ſeek a merit in,and 
a Nouriſhment from your Sorrows. When theFleſh hath Liberty to interpoſe ir 
ſelf in our mourning,it makes our mourning B rutiſh, or Devil;ſh. It makes our 


mourning Brutiſh by deriving it from outward,and Temporal Things; by ter- 


minating it on theſe. So out Lamentationsare as the how! of Dogs, and cry of 
Bears. It makes our mourning Devil/iſh by mingling it with diſcontent, and de- 
ſpair.So the Roarings ef our Spirits are like the yellings of Devils to Chriſt: Ars 
zhou come to Torment us? The Fieth is to be keptas a Hewer of Wood, & Drawer 
of Water. Weare tomakeuſe of the ways and weakneſſes of it, to help to 
break our Hearts, and bring forth Tears at the dire&tion of the Spirit in us. 

The work of our Grief upon our Natural Part, as it is in icfelf, muſt be to 
keep it under ; to- beat it asa Slave, to deſtroy it asan Enemy. 

'This is the Aſs, which 1s not for Sacrifice, but to have its neck broke,except 
it be redeemed by its Subordination to the Spiritual Part. 

[ have done ſpeaking of the manner of Spiritual Mourning. 

I come now to the Third Particular in the opening of the Nature of this 
Greef, which is the Meaſure., 

The Meaſure of SpiritualGrief hath Three Limits. 

1. Limit: The caſting out of Filth. 

2. Limit: The caſting down of Fleſh. 

3-. Limit: The clearing up of the Face of God towards us. 

I. Limit : The caſting out of Filth. St. Paul 1 Corin. 5. 3. mn thecaſe 
of the inceſtuous Perſon blames the Church, that they had not mourned, that 
be, 2ho had done this Thing might be caſt out from among them. 

The Caſe is the ſame im our own Perfons. We are to mourn, that every 
Evil Thing may be caſt out of us. We are to keep our Hearts in a melting 
temper, till our Luſts be quite melted down, till the Gold, and the Droſs be 
ſeparated one from another. We are to weep, till we have waſhed our ſelves 
clean in our Tears. 

Obj. But you may here ask : What Power 1s there in our Tears, or Sor- 
rows to cleanſe-us from our Filth, ſhall we ſay with the Papsft, that our mour- 


ning merits Grace, if not of Deſert, yet for defire, out of Congruity ? Or ſhall 


we ſay with the Arminian, that our griefs are a moral way of working upon 
our will, tomortifie that, and make it weary of the Pleaſures of Sin, for the 
Pennance of Sorrow ? | 
Anſ. Tanſwer to this, that there is neither any merit in the Tears of 
any Creature to move God ; For if thou be Rightcous, ir is to thy ſelf. 
And the Heavens with all their Hoſts are Folly, and Filth _— _ 
EL1LNE 7 


' For who can bring « clean Thmg out of an uncleaz; ? | 

” Brother from Death * Can one Paſſion or affedion in Man by a Deathin Sor- 

* rowredeem his Brother, another Paſſion, or affe&tion from. the Death of Sin ? 
They muſt let this alone for ever. 
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Neither 1s there any Efficary in the woes of man to gtrgy the will of wan. 


- any ore redeem his 


Bur the Spiritual Griefs of a Sainrrare the Buddings of Aaron's Rod, of the 
the Croſs of the Lord Jeſus in him. And from hence they have their value 
with God, and'their Yertue on us. 

1: ' Firſt, my Sorrows kave a value with God, as they are the: Sufferings of 
my Saviour 1n me. St. Paul faith of himſelf, 1 C3lof. 24. I rejuzce in my 
Sufferings, whale I fill up that which is bebind of the Aflitions of Chriſt im my 
Fleſb for his Bodies ſake. All the Suffterings of Believers are the Sufferings 
of Chriſt propagating themſelves thorow his myſtical Members. We areone 
Spirit with our Lord Jeſus in our Tribulations as well as in our Cornſolations. 
Our Groans, as much as our Gloryings, are the Breathings of that Spirit. As 
the Soul is all in all the Parts of the Body, making every Member a part of 
the Humane Nature, putting upon it the Beauty of thar Nature : So1s Jeſus 
Chriſt in every Thing of the aCtings, or Sufferings of Chriſt any where, 
giving a Divine Beauty, and worth tot, by vertue of the Union. 

2. Corin. 4. 10. Always bearing about in my Body the Dying of the Lord 
TFeſus, that the Life of the Lord Feſus may be made manifeſt in my Body: 'This 
St. Paul faith of himſelf. The Tears Go our eyes are the Blood. from the 
Heart of the Lord. Jefus. Though not as our Tears, yetas bas Bloodthey have 
Power with God to bring forth his life in us. Jeſus Chriſt dies over again. in... 
thy griefs ; that ſo he may act his Reſurrection over again in thy Graces. The 
Father rakes a Promiſe to the Lord Jeſus, E/. 53. 10: When he ſhall make has. 


. Soul an offering for Sin, be ſhall he ſee his Seed. This is an Everlaſting Covenant 


| between the 


ather, and the Son, that when he hath deſcended to the lower- 
moſt parts of the Earth, he ſhould then begin to aſcend. | 
When the" Image of the Inviſible God hath pur itſelf off into the Strange 
Forms of Darkneſs, and Death ; then is it to ſpring up again out of theſe,and 
again to behold itſelf in its own proper ſhape aad power, which. is its Seed. 
y Saviour, and Husband makes his Soul an Offering, for Sin in.all the Suf- 
ferings of thy.Soul. Therefore mayeſt thou now challengeit of the Father in 
the name of Teſus Chriſt, that he may ſee in thee his Seed,whict is the. Power 
of. anendlefs Life. Thou mayelt fay ; behold, O my. God:! by him, whoſe 
the Signet, and the Staff is ;, the Glory and Power of thy God-Head:; by.him - 
am Tin-theſe Pang and Sorrows. Let then a Man-child be born in-my.'hieagt;. 
which may be called after his name, that I may rejoyce in: it, and. remember; 


my.Sorrow no more. - 'Thy S__ is _come-before: thee into.the Land. of 

e£gypt, as thy ſervant in my;ſervitude. "Thy. Darling hath brougbtthinaſelf 

' into my guilt, and priefs; he ſtands before thee in them. 'The Lamb of God 
| | - SS IS 
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3 {lain in my ſufferings. O then ler it be a Paſſover,-that the evil -Angel of 
Luſt and Miſery may paſs from the houſe of my Spirit, when he ſees the: blood-; | 
of this Lamb in my Tears ſprinkled upon the Polts of, theDoor, ; - ; .. 
- 2. Secondly, Our Sorrows have a vertue.on us, as they are. _ the Suffering; of . 
Teſus Chrift imus. © Galat. 6. 14. Gol forbid, tagh Lanh th6r 1 ſhould glory - 
in any thing, ſave in the Croſs of. our Lord Teſus, by which the world is crucified © 
ro me, and 1 to the World, "0 paſa No OE TOR 
As the Perſon of Chriſt is the Seed of God, which ſprings up into many . 
Sons to God : fo. is the Croſs of the Lord Jeſus a Seed that remains not alone, 
but brings forth much Fruit. It grows, up into amultitude of Crofles, a- Croſs . 
in each good Heart, a Crofs in every, Creature of this wqrld.. This Croſs of 
Chriſt is the wiſdom and Power.of God making themſelves firſt the Tree of the 
Crer{e, on which all the Principles, and Spirits'of this world muſt hang : Then 
the Tree of Life bringing forth the Fru'ts of - Paradiſe, and the Third Heawen. 
Every care or crols in a Saint is this Croſs of -his Saviour ſprouting in his Per-: , 
ſon. The Lord Feſus lies hid in each Tear, in each Ggh of a Holy, Spirit, He... 
5 there, a5 the Seed falling into the Earth, and Dying. By this Death he dehi- -, 
vers himſelf from Death in thy Heart, and breaks out on every {ide into- Diſ- + 
coveries of .his Grace and Glory. | | | 


Say of thy Trouble'; why art thou caſt JownO my Siul? This is that Death 


- of my Savjour in me. by which he deſtroys the power of Death in my Spirit , 


Sm and the Devil. This 1s the way in which thou. ſhalt praiſe him, and ſee ;, 
him ſwallowing up the Principle. of Darkneſs, in Darkneſs, that he may bring, 
forth hitoſelf in the Light of his Countenancezto be the Lightof- thy Coun-; 
tenarice.- ' I have been the larger in this ObjeCtion, that ſo 1 may be the more _. 
clearly underſtood both in-this, and in the following - Particulars. Whatever-. 
mentiont is made of any Beauty, or Grace in a Saint, is not to be imputed. to. 
the Saint, bur to the Grace, and Face of Feſus-Chriſt in him : ſo is the Excel- 
lency or Efficacy of our mourning, the Diſcovery of our dying Saviour init. 
No Perſons, no Sorrows are Spiritual,if they be not one Spirit with Jeſus Chril. 
But thus much for the Firſt limit inthe meaſure of our, Sorrows, the caſting 
out of Filth. - Ny CREY, ' | 45 
2. Limit: The caſting down of the Fleſh, 1 Cor. 9. 27. I, faith the- 
Apoſtle, keep under my body, and bring it into ps. The words are umwrm- 
dw, I beat it black and blew, and Sau, Imake it toſerve. The end, and 
ſo the bound of Humiliation is Firſt ro bring down the Principle of the Na- 
tural Maninto a Principle of Darkneſs, that it may no more put forth itſelf. 
in its'own Light and Life, Secondly, itisto ſubdue that Principle to, the Hea- 
venly Principle, that it may be quite {lam in itſelf, and revived: in the Spiritual | 
Man a'Spiritual Prmciple.  \._ . | | 
Rom" 5.24. Sr. Paul calls the Natural Man, this body of Death, or the 
body of this Death. It is a body of Deathin a T'wo-fold ſale. $3 
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Firſt, Thy Outward-Man is the ſhadow of Death caſt upon thy. 
the Valley, of the Shadow of Death thorow” which thou! walkeſt- 


* 
» 


Thou art .in the. Body. ſunk down to the borders: of *Deathy' being atready* | 


ere-below:-" 


| 
o 


come within the ſhadow, of it. The! whole face of things'upon thy Perſon, - 


and round about thee, is a dead Image,; and the Image of Death': For" he,' 
who hath the Power of Death, hath entred into-ir with his Principality; and- ' 


taken away the true Life of it, ſetting -it up-now, as an Appearance in, 
and of bimſelf. ; "TE 1 HY SF 2 TH0 1 


Secondly, Thy Outward Man is a Body of Death, becauſe it is appoinited to ' 


Death. The Body by one Death hath: brought ir ſelf © out of the Divine Life 


intothe Power of Darkneſs, intoa Helliſh Root. Now by another- Death it- + 


mult be broken off from this Root, and brought back again into an Erernal 
Stock. Our'mourning then mult laſt, while we are inthe Body' ofthis Dez}, 


till this be no more thzs Body, but periſh in Death. The: Devil caſt us our'of ; 


our Innocency, and from the face of God; lie ſet up himfelk, by ſetting up the 
Natural Man in it felf. We were turn'd out-of Paradi'e; when we came into 
this Body, which is now the Beaſt's skjn. Again;: By the, Rume of the Nart- 
ral Man, we muſt raiſe the Building of God, and caft" down the Devil: 

putting.off the Beaſt*s'skin, by the diflolution of the'Tabernacle of Beaſts skins 


in Death, we retyrn, into Paradiſe, Weare therefore to go mourning to our 


Graves. 


. 2. Tantei 7he orig the face of. God towards us, Matth. 9. 1 $7 Onr- 


Saviour tells the Jews, 


bat his Diſciples rand not: fuſt' 2vbile' the Bridegroons © 


as. with them. But the Bridegroom ſhould,be taken away.” Ani thin they ſhoidd: : 
faſt in thoſe days. The Fate of God in Jeſus: Chriſt,” is the SouPs Brideproom. - 


Who, that is the Bride of this Bridegroom, can take joy in any thing, when 
this Face 15 withdrawn and hid from. him-? - -Shall not our Souls faſt fromthe 


Freedom and Fulneſs of Natural Delights, when our. Spirits are made to - faſt - 
from the Beauties and, Delicacies of Feſzs Chriſt? "This is the ſeaſorvof Mourn- + 
ning. It 1snow beautiful to ſee'a holy Soul Wixdow-like, withia Vail upon the ”- 


face of all her Glory and Content ; ' when, her:God' is goner:a grear(Joutney 
from'her. What can ſhe do but mourn, when he is abſent, who was the'Lizhe* 


of her Eyes, the Anointing of her Face and Head # What: can ſet an end to 


S 


OM 


her mournings, tall be return, and wipe away all Tearsfrom her” Eyes, by*" 


ſetting himſelf in the Eye of. her Spirit?  -; - 
..Pſa ; 


. 31:33 bod ; £40] Wl! L 
dft. hide thy face, and I'was troubled, faith\David; Will / 


. +: 6.20, 7. Thow 
it not,be Winter when your :Sun 1s gone ? Can you expe a Spring, "till he* 
turns toward your Earth again.?; Is it-not the Preſence of the Zord Feſws;that 
makes all things freſh,and full of Beauty round about thee? When he is with- 
drawn, who was the Image of God in-them, do not all things droop and lam; 
£43ſb.in thine Eyes? Canſt thou then chuſe bus languiſh with them'?: "If  rhe- / 
Lord Feſm be the Rooz of thy Spirit, and bis'Spirit the Sop-of thy: RO 
Aeon i nou 


hes 
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thou wilt grieve in his abſence without arguments to perfuade thee to it; as 
Ca Miao nipt with Froſts bavg the head. Nay no arguments will 
be ablc to raiſe thee to' any degree of chearfulneſs, except be come, and make 
himſelf the argument. When thy Corruptions, like Fogs from the Earth, 
have gathered iato Clouds, which hide the Heaven of thy Lords Face from 
thee : weep.then, till theſe Clouds be again diffoly'd by the Showers of thy 
"Tears, and ſo thy Jeſus againdiſcover himſelf over thee as a clear sky. 
I have done with the Third particular in the Nature of Spiritual mourning, 
which Was the _——— My bs | "—- A_pP 
4. The Myſtery. The 7 of every thing is in God, Epbeſ. 2. 9. The 
Myſtery hid in Cad we created all Things b Fel Chriſt. Tis Fx Myſte- 
ry of Things, their ground, their beginning, and end in the Perſon of God 
and Chriſt. Neither can we be Spiritual in any thing any further than we ſee 
the Myſtery of it, and ſtand in the Myſtery. 
The Ayſtery of a holy Grief is 'Threefold. 
1. Myſtery: Conformity to Feſrs Chriſt. 
2. Myſtery: Complyance with the Will of God. 
3- Myſtery: The Compleating of our Perſons. | 
i. Myſtery: Conformity to 7, us Chriſt. We read, Epheſ. 1. 4, 5. that 
we were choſenin Chriſt before the Foundation of the world : We were predeſti- 
nated tothe Adoption of Children by Feſus Chriſt. We ſprung up in Eternity, 
in the Heart of God, out of the Perfon of the Lord Jeſus there, as Images of 
him, whoas he roſe up in the Divine Nature, the effential Image of it, was 
Fruitful from the Root of that Nature according to the Power of Life, and 
Store of Spirit in it. So he multiplied himſelf by the ſtrength of the Father 
into many ſuch Images inthe heart, and: thoughts of God. Thus we were 
choſen in, and by him. FThus alſo we were choſen to be Conformed to the Image 
of this Son, as you: ſhall read, » Rom. 8. 29. Whom he did foreknow, he aid 
aljo predeſtinate tobe confornid to the Itnage of his Son. The Fathers fore-know- 
ledge of- us in. his -Son,, -was” the ground of our predeſtination by him, and. 
copformity. to-him-. A chief part in-Chriſt is the dark part, his Suffering, a 
chief part of our Conformity'to him lies in our Sufferings and Sorrows, © 
Rom. 8, 17. Foym-heirs with Chriſt; if ſs be we ſuffer 20:th bna, that we 
may be. alſo glorified together. Our whole inheritance 13 our conformaty to the 
Lord Jeſus. This Inheritance lies as well wi: Suffering, as im being glorified. | 
We bave a doableintereſ® im Chrift : One-irs the Unity of his Spirit : Another . 
inthe variety of bis Body. Aecording to our Firff intereſt we'are ohe 'with 
Chriſt, thar is, by the: lniep-of | the Spirit, ' 1 Cor 6. 17: So weare to have 
the. fulne. of Chriſts-Sufferings forgid; over agaiit upon' our Perfons in the. 
Spirit, 2. Cor.. 44,1'0. According: to/ our Second intereſt in the Body of 
Chriſt 'we are: only; particular. members; + Cor. 6, 15. In this particular 
ragmberſhip a-part:cular fliare of Suffering: ' pertaitts-to-us, according to our 


place 
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place in the Body. 'The portion of ſorrow allotted to _ Saint in this ca- 
pacity, is as much inferiour to the miſeries of our Bleſſed Saviour, as that 
Member is inferiour to the Head. But for this reafon the Providence of God 
leads us to occaſions of ſorrow, and then opens in us a ſpring of Sorrow, that 
we may fulfil our meaſure in the ſufferings of Chriſt, Col. 1.2.1. "This is the 
firſt Myſtery of our Griefs, our Conformity to Chriſt; that we may be Bre- 
thren, Spouſes and Members of Chrift. 

2 Myſtery. Our Complyance with the Will of God. We mourn, that we 
may be like Chriſt; Brethren grown up from one Root with him ; Spouſes 
drawn forth from his ſide, Bon2 of his Bone , Fleſh of his Fleſh; Principle of 
his Principle , I=zage of his Image; Strength of his Strength ; Meakneſs of his 
Weakneſs. But now you may ask, what the myftery of all ſufferings and. 
griefs are, as they are Chriſt's firſt, and fo ours? | 

Anſw.I anſwer to that by a place of Scripture, Heb. 5. 8. Though he were 


| 8 Son, yet learned he Obedience by the things which he ſuffered. "There are Two 


Waies of Learning ; one Speculative, in the Contemplations of the Spirit ; the 
other Pra#ical in the Conformity of the Perſnn, "There are Two Waies of 
Obedience ; one in the 7/1}, being prepared,and ready to all things; the other 
in the Y/ork of Doing or Suffering, being actually undertaken, and thorowly 
undergone. Our Lord Feſus was ever in all things obedient to his Father, fo 
far as that State in which he was, would permit. While-he1iv'd in Heaven, 
he was obedient to the Death,in the Contemplations of his Mind,and the Con- 
formity of his Will, fo far as theſe two Wings could carry him. 

Bur all this while, the Devil might fay of Feſws, as he did of Fob ; He dyes: 
for his Father in his Specularions, and Purpoſes at a diſtance ; while his Father 
maintains a hedge of Life, and Joys round m him ; while he ſees nor 
Death, but as Death it ſelf is a living and bezutitul Image in a Proſpe&t of _ 


. Glory. Therefore Jeſus Chriſt is brought down into Fleſh, that he may 


try, and fo experimentally learn another way of ſuffgring, by an Actual De- 
ſcent into the Power of Darkneſs, and Miſery, ao its own Principle. 
Our Father could have prevented the Riſing up of the Spring, or Principle of 
Sin in the Heart of the creature : Sohe could have cut off all occaſions of 
forrow or ſuffering: He could have taken away Sin by a change, and not by 
a Death ; m—_—_ inſtead of Crucifying us ; and this too, by the hea- 
venly Perſon reſting upon us in a White Cloud, and taking us up in it ſelf, 
without its Deſcent into the Dark Cloud of this earthly Body. 'Thy Father 
could reſtrain the Iſſues of Luſt in thee, which ſend forth ſo much Filth, upon: 
which we pour forth ſo many Tears. So our Tears might have been ſpared. 
But if all this had been, where had been the Teſtimony of our Obedience to- 
the Father ? "There are 72w0 Waies of Obeying God : One in the concur- 
rency of his Will, and ours; the other, in acontradifion between bis Will and 
ours. Aholy Spirit obeys God the firſt way in Heaven and Joys. For there it 
takes up its Joys, and taſts a Sweetneſs in them, much more out of Obedience, 
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| than Appetite becauſe they are the }//Lof God,rather than becauſe they agree 


. with its own wall. 


-But we obey God the Second way on Earth in AMidions. In Heaven .we 


| ive,up our will to be ſwallowed up in the. Will of God, asa River in the 


2. In our Sorrows we Sacrihce our wills to the Will of God, as the 


"Beaſts were Sacrificed by their Death, and by Fire. So Feſus Chriſt, when his 


will was at the height of contrariety to the Will of God according to its own 
proper, inclination ; If 4 be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me. Yet. then, he cut 
the Throat of his will, and laid it panting upon the Altar, to be wholly con- 
ſumed in the dreadfulleſt way, in the Fire of divine wrath and vengeance. Thou 
mn all thy Griefs accompliſheſt the ſame Myſtery after the ſame manner, Thou 
Feaſteſt the will of the Father by the Faſ# of thine own will. Thou obeyeſt thy 
God, and ſerveſt his Pleaſure by the binding, and Offering up of thy Iſaac, all 
thy Pleaſures, 

3- Myſtery : The Compleating of our Perſons. This is yet a Further, and 
the utmoſt depth in the Myſtery of our. Sorrows. The Scripture holds it forth 
in the Per{cn of Chriſt as the Pattern; in our Perſons, as the Copies of that 
Pattern. We read of Feſ#s Chriſt, Heb 2. 10. that, he was made Perfect 
through Suffcrings. That is Perfect, which hath all parts belonging to it. It 
belonged ro the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt to a&t all parts, to appear in all ſhapes, 
For he was to be the dwelling place of all Fulneſs, 1 Coloſ. 19. He was to 
unſll the manife!d4 wiſdom of God in his own Perſon, Epheſ. 3. 10. He came 
forth as rife Tf, to rmake a full and diſtin&t expreſſion of God. The Na- 
ture of -God is the Glaſs, inwhich all Natures are hirit formed, and ſeen. "The 
Natures of Light and Darkneſs , Shame and Glory, Joy and Miſery. ; to ſay 
ail,the Natures of Love and \Vrath, the two Contrary heads of all diſtinct 
Natures are Originally in God according to their Eternal Ideas, or Firſt Forms. 
It 7eſs Chrijt had nur come forth into all theſe Forms, and taken upon him- 
ſcif theſe ſeveral Natures in their utmoſt varicties, and contrarieties ; he had 
wanted ſome parts belonging to his Perſon,and been imperfect in his Relaticn, 
a5 a Son, a Saviour ; m his Office as a Repreſentcr,a Reconciler. "Therefore, as 
St. Paul witnefleth, He deſcended firſt to the lowermeſt Parts of the Earth, then 
He alcenied above all Heavens , and that for this reaſon; that He might fill 
GE: Ephieſ. 4. 10, Thus he was made perfect by Sufferings. The deſcent of 
Cir:/} was the drawing of the Picture of the God- Head upon him in its loweſt 
and outermoſt Mylteries, or \wonders of Glory ; in its Back-parts or Feet. The 
Ljcent, was the Uniting of the lowelt ro the higheſt : the bringing of the out- 
ermoſt into the bolom of the Innermoſlt : the drawing up of the Feet into the 
Bed, inta the. reſt, and Glory of the head. The Scripture holds forth the ac- 
compliſhment of the ſame M/tery in our Perſons after the ſame manner. Feſzs 
Chriſt went thorow theſe Sufferings, as our Captain, that he might lead us the 
ſame way to the ſame end ; that he m'ght bring us, as Sons to inherit the ſame 
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Glory ; to fulfil all Righteouſneſs, all che: goings forth of the God-Head in, our 
ſelves thorow Chriſt, Heb. 2. 10. | 

St. Fames c. I. V- 2, 4 exhorts the Saints to account it all Foy, when thcy 
all into all manner of Temptations : and to ler Patience have her perfeft work, 
which would make them Perfect, entire, wanting notking. We were brought 
forth upon the uppermoſt parts , the Face of the Earth in Paradiſe. Let 
us now with Feſus Chriſt go down .into the Deep, to the lowermolſt parts of the 
Earth,by Sufferings and Sorrows. Let us patiently endure til] we are carried 
thorow all the Chambers of Death, and the innermoſt corners of that Cave 
of Darknels; till we be carried out of all, up into Heaven : So we ſhall be 
clothed with all the #/ionders of God, and have his manifold Wiſdem, his Fu/- 
neſs diſplaid in our Perſons as his Sons alſo, together with our Saviour. Willing- 
ly then 'Travel thorow the valley of Baca,.of Mourning, and Lamentation 
as the way of Perfection, the Accompliſhment of the Myſtery of God in you. 
Now I have performed the firſt part of my promiſe, which was to ſpeak of 
the Nature of Spiritual Mourning. There remains behind,the Second part of 
my promiſe, which is ro ſpeak of the Mixture of Spiritual Mirth,and Spiritual 
Mourning. 

I will direct you to this Mixture by Five Rules : 

I. Rule : Sogrieve, asgiving Glory to God in your Griefs. 1 Cor. 10.21. 
Whether ye eat or drink, or whatſoever ye do,'do all to the Glory of God. whe- 
ther ye Mourn or be merry, let both be to the Glory of God. Menurn nor, 25 
queſtioning the Sweetneſs in the Jil] of God, the Wiſdom in the Counſe!s ot 
God, the Strength in the Power of God, the Begz:ty in the Face of God, the 
Pleaſures in the Perſcn of God, the Infiniteneſs in all. Grieve not to the Clos 
ding, bur the clearing of the Appearances of God in your Spirir. Letnot your 
Sorrows be as 4 tronvled Sea, but as a Sea of Chriſtal, thorow which you may 
ſee the glorious face of God. As the Beams of the Sun ſhining rhorow red 
Glaſs, ſo will the glory of God be appearing thorow your Sorrows. It will 
beget a P/eaſantneſs i your bloodieſt Pangs. 

2. Rule: Let your Mourning raiſe, not ruine the Life of the Spiritual Man 
in you. Though the Outward Man periſhes, the Inward Man is revewed day by 
day, 2 Cor. 4. 16. Let your Sorrows weigh down the Natural Man only, 
as one of the Buckets , that the Spiritual Man as the other of the Buckets,may* 
be lifred up. IF that Life which is Light in the Lord, be lifted up by your 
Griets, It will draw up your Perſon, and your Griets themſelves into the - 
Pleaſantneſs of its own Light. 

. Rule: Mourn in the Name of Chriſt,Coloſ. 3. 17. Whatſcever ye do in 
Word, or Deed, do all in the Name of the Lord TFeſus. The Name of the Lord 
"Teſus wraps up Four Things wn it, which L hall expreſs by Four Rules in this pre- 
lent caſe. | 
i. AMourninthe Power of Chriſt, The Power of Chriſt is the Power of 
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External Life, which carries an unexpreſſible ſweetneſs along with it,even then, 
when it goes forth into the ſaddeſt operations. 'Thy Tears will be a Spiritual 
Wine, if they be the Fruit of this Vine. 

2. Mourn in the Image of Chriſt, Every thing is delightful to us, which 
brings our well-belovcd into ourThoughts, though it be, but as a Picture, or 
Shadow of him. Love delightsin likeneſs, eſpecially ro be itſelf made like . 
that which it loves. "This will make thy Sorrows Comfortable ro thy Heart, 
and Glorieus in thine Eye,if thou Transferreſt them upon thy ſelf,as ina Figure 

of Teſus Chriſt. 

3. Meurnfor Chrijft. Make him the end of thy Sorrows. Chriſt is the end 
cf the Law for Righteouſneſs ſake, Rom. 10. 4. Let Feſus Chriſt be the end of 
thy Griets for thy Joys ſake. The End puts a Lovelineſs, and Plea[antnes upon 
the means, and ay to it. If thy Sorrows be for Self, and from Self-love: they 
will be hkeBrine,they will have aGnawing,Burning Saltnels in them. Bur it they 
be for thy Savieur, and from his Love, they will be Freſh, and Seer on thy 
S»irit, as the Dew of Heaven on the tender Graſs. 

4. Mourn, as in Union with the Perſon of Chriſt. A S$ai:t 18a Name 
or Anointing,which {ignihes Two in one ;the Ointment,or Oyl,and the Anointed: 
the Santtifier,and the Sanitified. He that Santtifies,and they that are Sandified 
are of one, Heb. 2. 11. They muſtalſo be in One. Our. Griefs are never 
Saintlike, or Holy ; if they be not in Conſort,and Fellowhip with Feſus Chriſt. 

Rom. 8. 17. foint-heirs with Chriſt, if ſo be we ſuffer with him. Our Suffe- 
rings are a Murther,not a Sacrificezthey are to Death,not to Life; if they be not 
in Union with Feſus Chriſt, If they be in Union with Chriſt,that Union unites a 
Seetneſs, and Foy tothem. - 

'Theſe are the Branches of the Third Rule, 

4. Rule : Let your Grief be a Grace. If your Grief be from Nature only,it 
3s carnal, not ſpiritual ; it 1sfuch a Death,as is a Sowing to the Fleſh, which will 
bring forth Corruption,and Death. Whatever is not of Faith is Sin, Rom. 14. 
23. If your Mourning be nota Grace in you, one of the Daughters of Faith, 
which 1s the mother ot all Grace :1t is Sin, and to be reſiſted by you,as'the De» 
vil. But if your Mourning be Gracious, then it is a Soving to the Spirit, of 
which you ſhall reap ImmortalitySuch Tears are Precious Seed, Spiritual Seed, 
which have the Sweet Relliſh, and Power of Immortal Life inthem. 

5. Rule : Let your Mourning jbe in God. In him, faith St. Paul of God, we 
live, and move, and have our Being, Atts 17. 28. Ir is true Naturally of all 
men. lt is much more true of Saints in a Spiritual ſenſe. We live the life of 
Grace, we Mourn, we have our Spiritual Being and Motions in God. A Natu- 
ral, and Spiritual Man have their Being in God after a different manner. A Na- 
tural Man hath his Being in God, as he 1s the Principle of the Firſt Creation, 
in which he is as in Thick Darkneſs. A Spiritual Man hath his Being in God, 
as Gad 1s in Chriſt, who is the Brightneſs of the Glory of God, Abide in me, 
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{aith Chriſt, that is in the Brightneſs of the Glory of God, and ye ſhall bring * 
forth much Fruit, Fobn 15. &. 5. 

If you will bring forth your Tears,as Fruit to God, you muſt weep in the 
midſt of the Glory, and Joys of the Divine Nature, God in his Naked Beau- 
ties muſt be the Stage, on which you muſt act the ſaddeſt part of your Sor- 

W hat Part will not ſuch a Stage, and Scene of Delights make Pleaſant ? 


rYOWS3. 


If thou »mourneſt right, thou art in God, while thou mourneſt, thou ſeeſ# 
nothing below, above, on every {ide of thee, but the Gold, and Curious Work 
of his Glory, Will not this G#i/d thy Grief, and put a chearfulneſs upon it ? 


Ay Heart is enditing a good matter; T ſpeak of the things, 
. 1 4 #* 0 þ ” 

which I have Mae touchins the Aung ; my Tongre is the Pen 

of a ready Writer. 


His Plalm is believed to be *eompoſed upon the ſame occaſion with the 
Canticles; "The Marriage between Solomon, and the Daughter of Fha- 
rach, which is made by the Holy Gholt, a"Type of the NM yſtical Eipouſais be- 
tween the Lord Jeſus, and a Holy Soul. "The Eternal Spirit del'ghts to play 
with it{e]f, caſting from its Heavenly perſon the ſhaded Light of this Creati- 
on, then filling every part of it, {even the darkeſt, with hgures of its own 
Sweetnelles,and Beauties. Strange Wivcs were charged upon Sol:11, as 2 
Mother-Sin big with many hateful Birth-.Yert this cloudy picce 07 Providence 
is a Vail curiouſly wrought with the Divine [mages of Chriſt on the Throne, 
his Queen all in beaten Gold ar his Right Hand with their pure, immortal 
Lovelinefles, Lovcs,and mutual Jayes ; under which Vail lies hid the Living 
Face it{elf of all thefe Glories. | | 

Prov. 25. 2. It is the Glory of | Ged to conceal a thing : but the Glery of 
Kings to ſearch out a matter. It runs thus in the Original: Ir is the Glory of 
God to conceal the Mord: but the Glory of Kings to ſearch out the 1/074. It 
55 a height of Glory beyond the Compals of _ created Underſtanding, the 

hiding of the eternal Word, which 1s brighter infinitcly than ten thouſand Suns 
all joined into One, under a vil ſliglter, and thinner, than the moſt empty 
ſhadow, to form the Picture of this Glorious Word upon every part of the 
ſhadow, and then again to vail that alſo with the Darkneſs of the Shade. 

But this is the Glory of ſelys Chriſt, to bring down theſe Myſterious 
heights, and make them familiar to the Eye of the Creature. Ir is an Eye of 
Glory in the Saints, thoſe Fellow-Kings to Jeſus Chriſt, by which they diſco- 
ver the Picture in the ſhade, the raviſhing depths of the Life itſelf in the Pi&t- 
ure, and make it their Royal Entertainment to converſe continually with the 
Beauties, and Sweetnefles of the Divine nature in them both inviſible to com- 
mon ſenſes. 

This Palm 1s entituled, A Song of Loves. 'The ſweeteſt Matter expreſt in 
the ſweeteſt armer.Both area Divine Harmony. 'The Loves here are a Har- 
mony of the moſt Heavenly, and moſt Spiritual Hearts. The Song the Har- 
mony of the moſt Heavenly, and moſt Spiritual Voices. The Loves hgure out 
the Father, the pure, untathomed,unconfined Spring of Unity, and Sweetnels, 


where 
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where all things lie embracing each other in their firſt, and ſofteſt Bed : The 
Song repreſents the _—_ Word, the harmonious Wiſdom, the Eſſential Mu- 
ſick, Beauty and Image of the Godhead, the Son, in whom all the Riches of 
Love are with an equal Richnefs, and Lovelinels diſp!aid. The Song of Loves, 
theſe Loves thus ſung, this Marriage of Love, and Lovelineſs paint out to us 
the Joyes and Glories of the Third Perſon the Holy Ghoſt, But by whom was 
this Song ſung? Some.read ; The Song of the beloved Virgins. Thee are the 
friends of the Bridegroom, and rhe Bride, which ſmg the Epithalamium, or 
Marriage-Song. In the Canticles they are called, The Daughters of Feruſalem , 
which ſome Interpreters, underſtand to be the Holy Angels. Angelical 'Sp:r.ts 
are exprefled by the name of Virgins very-fitly: 1. For the preſervation of their 
native ſwectneſs, their primitive beauty, the flower of the Divine Image 11 
them uncorrupt, untainted. 2. For their {ingle Eſtate, being ſeparate trom 
mixture, and union with any forts of Earthly Bodies below them, and nor yet . 
| railed to a marriage with the Divine Body, the Subſtance, and Fulneſs of the 
God-Head in Jeſus Chriſt ; becauſe they are the faireſt, ſofreſt,and ſwecteft Ima= 
gcs of all creatcd Things. Ir is the manner of the Hebrew "Fongue to expreſs 
the Beauty, ard Lovelineſs of things by rhe feminine Sex. 'Fhe Woman 15the 
Glory of the Man. Chriſt the Brightneſs of the Fathers Glory 1s repreſented 
in this Form by the Feru/alem above, the Mother of us all. Imthe Proverbs he 
1s hgured by a Virgin-Queen in her Paliace, his Angels as Maidens attending 
on this Virgin-Queen, and fent forth by her to invite her gueſts. Thus ſepa- 
rate and Angel:cal Spirits, thoſe-inviſible Beauties, which are rhe immediate 
Copies and Springs of ail vihbic things, as alſo the Mark, and White trowhich 
the activity and operations, of all natural Principles, as Arrows are directed , 
be known by the names of Nymphs and Virgins. 

: Fan the Raptiſt was the Reſtorer of the Law, the proper Maniſlry of An- 
gels, which waz miniſtred by Angels, and by which only the Angelical Life 
and Glories, as tigures of the Divine,were miniſtred to us. He therefore is called 
by the Holy Ghoſt, An Angel going before the Lord to prepare his way. He 
ſpeaks of himſelf, as a Friend of the Bridegroom, rejoicing to hear his voice, 
and making one in the Quire of Angels, which ſing to the Bridegroom, and 
the Bride, while they lie on Beds of Glory in the embraces of each others Love. 

Theſe Angels are thoſe Friends, which Jeſus Chriſt calleth upon, in his Song 
of Songs, when he comes into his Spouſe*s Garden, Cant. 5. 1. Thave drunk 
my Wine with my Milk, Eat O Friends, Drink, be enebriated with Loves. St. 
Paul expounds this Scripture, Eph. 3. 10. That unto the Principalities , and 
Powers in Heavenly places might be known by the Church the mankld Wiſdom of 
God. 'The Hearts, and the Lips of the Spouſe of Chriſt ; the Marriage-Union 
between Chriſt and a faint,in the ſpiritual and Heavenly Image,is the Golden 
Cup, out of which the Angels drink in rich Diſcoveries of God, the Glories 
and ſweetneſles of the Divine Nature, which are there poured forth immedi- 
ately 
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ately from their Fountain, which are that Wine of Love, with which Chriſt, | 
and his Spouſe entertain each other. O the Dignity ! O the Delights of a 
Holy Soul ! Angels {ing to it ; Angels pry into its Beauties, and Joys ; Angels 
draw the Waters of their bliſsful Light, and Life from this Well. The Sounds, 
Operations, Lives, Eflences of Angels are only a Muſick, Songs of Love,and 
Joy to the beloved Soul, and her Bride-groom in their Union. In this ſenſe 
Chriſt, and a Saint 1: their Spiritual Glory,ride together upon the Cherubims. 
The Angels are made as pertumed gales of Wind, on which they Flee; Flames 
of a Divine Fire of Love, Joy, and Glory, which continually ſpring up, ſhine 
before them, and round about them; penetrate thorow all things, converting 
a}l rhings into the ſame Miniſterial Brightneſles, and Harmonies of an Immor- 
r| Lite, and Love under their Feet. — 

Bur there is another paſlage worth our obſervation,before we leave the Ti- 
tle to this Pſalm: To the chief Muſician upon Shoſhannim. Shoſhannim was an 
laſtrument of fix ſtrings, upon which the Tune to this Song was plaid. If 
there be, as Divines ſay,Tor Myſteria quot Apices, to many Myſteries,as points of 
words, letters, or Marks in the Holy Scripture, we may well believe this ſix- 
ſtcinged Inſtrum?nt to allude to the\ Creation made up of the ſeveral Works of 
{1x ſeveral Days. He that hath Eyes to ſee what the Spirit doth, and Ears to hear 
the Sound of the Spirit, underſtands this great frame to be a well-runed Inſtru- 
ment of ſo many ſtrings, as there are Creatures i it; the whole Compolure of 
Providence from the beginning of the world to the end of it, this Song of 
Loves plaid upon it by Jeſus Chriſt to his Heavenly Bride, whoſe Spiritual ſen- 
ſes ſee the Harmonious, and Delicate Motions of his Hand upon every ſtring, 
and take in with unexpreflible delight the raviſhing Melody. 

Shoſhamim {ignites alſo the ſix-leaved Lilly. Can. 2. 1. It 1s doubtful 
whether the Holy Spirit ſpeak in the Perſpn of Chriſt, or the Church, when 
he ſaith in his Song, I am the Roſe of Sharon, and the Lilly of theValleys. Tt 
is generally underſtood of Chriſt. In that Myſterious Hiſtory of Eſther, as 
Eſther, Mordecai, the Jews, {6 the C'ty Shuſhan, the Ciiy of the Lilly repreſent 
the Church of Chriſt in general, or each holy Soul in particular. Interpreters 
here apply the Lilly to the Bride, It is in the plural number Lillies, and the 


' clavyſe may be rendred, concerning the Lillies. So the SubjeEt of this Song of 


Loves is ignihed to us, Jeſus Chriſt, and his beloved Bride, two Lillies upon 
the fame Root, Flouriſhing with the ſame Beaurics, ſmiling Reflections each of 
other, Either of them with his {ix leaves comprehends in itſelf the perfeCti- 
6ns of | the whole Creation in their Original Puritics, and Sweetneſſes. Both 
alike,in rhat Spiritual Image in which they are united, are to the variety of 
Creatures, as the Seventh Day to the bther ſix, a Bed of Reſt, and Delights 
with a Canopy ef Glory ; their Reſt, SanRification, and Bleſlednefs. | 
But it is time to paſs from the 7z#le to the Pſalm itſelf. The firſt verſe isa 
Preparation to thematter contained inthe Song. It conſiſts of "Three _—_ ; 
i. The 
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x1. The Flame, and fulneſsof the Author ; My heart enditeth a good mat- 
ter. The word, Enditeth, is uſed only this once. Some expound it, boileth with 
a good matter, and make it an alluſion to Meat-oftering in the Santua- 
ry prepared by firein a Fryzng-pan. So the eternal Spirit, which 15 Love,luth 
the place of the Holy Fire. The Heart is the Frying-pan. The Excellencies of 
Teſus Chriſt in his own Perlon, and his Brides, with their mutual Aﬀections,. 
and Joyes are the Meat-offering. 

Some interpret this Boiling by the bublings and wellings forth of a Foun-- 
tain. Thus the Chryſtalline Waters of the Light, Lite, and Beauties of Chriſt, 
mingled with the Heavenly Fire of his Love, are the Sea. The Heart is the- 
Spring into which this Sza by Inviſible Tracts, and hidden Pallages conveyeth 
its flowing 'Treaſurcs, which from thence pour themſelves forth into rich., 
pleaſant, and plentiful Streams. 

2. The Excellency of the Subject, I freak of the things, which I have 
ade teuching the King. 'Vhis King 1s called God, and ſeated upon the "Throne 
of Eternity, v. 6. which verſe is cited, and applied to Jeſus Chrift , as he 
ccmes the {ccond time into the World, attended by all his holy Angels after 
h's Reſurrection ; and Aſcent to the Throne of his Father. This 1s the King, 
this is the Bridegroom, and the Beloved of the Soul ; Jeſus cloathed with the: 
Royal garment of his Divine Nature, crowned with the Glory of the Father , 
perfumed with all the good ointments of the Holy Ghoſt. 

3. The Power,by which theAuthor is inſpired in the compoling of this Song 
My Pen is the Tongue of a ready Writer. Holy men of God ſpake, as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 2. Per. 1. 21. As the Son is the Wiſdom, Power,, 
and Glory of the Father: So the Holy Ghoſt is the Love of the Father, and 
Son, he is called by the name of Charity, or Love, 1 Cor. 13. v. 1. 8. He is 
that Love, by which God and a Saint dwell one in another, as Lyve is de- 
ſcxibed to be the Union between the Lover, and the beloved Object. So he is 
fpoken of. 1 Fchn 4 16, God 1s Love; He that dwells in Love, dwells in 
God, and God dwells in him. Irt is the Inſpiration of this Holy Spirit of Love,, 
by which this Song of Loves was penned. 

My Heart is enditing a good matter. My heart is full, boileth up, and flowerh 
forth with a gond matrer, ſweet, beautiful and profitable, This Heart repre- 
ſents every Member of Chriſt, which all have one, and the ſame Spirit. Theſe 
words thus opened, afford us this Doftrine. 

I. Dot. A good Heart 1s a Treaſury of good things. Matth. 12. 35. 4 
good man out of the good Treaſure of his heart bringeth forth good Things. 4 
Treaſure, or Treaſury implyeth two things : 

1ſt. 4 Place. A good Heart is a Treaſury like Heaven in three reſpeQs ; 
x. It 15 great, and ſparious. It comprehends all things within {i{&lf, Ir hath no- 
thing above it, or without it, to ſhut it up, and confine ir. 2. lr is of a thin 
ing, and glorious Subſtance, made of Light. 3. Ir is incorruprible, immo: « 
umpregy! 
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1mpregnable, No Thicf can there breakc in to ſteal. No moth, or ruſt con- 


- ſames : There is no Principle of corruption, or decay within; No power from 


without can prevail there, 

2. Precious things laid up in this Heavenly Heart make it a good Trea- 
ſary. All the precious things of the Sun, and Moon, of the Heavens above, 
and the deep below,arc here. Here are Eden and Paradiſe. Gen. 2. 10. A 
River went out of Efen to water the Garden. 'The Jews oblerve from this 
place, that there are two Paradiſes, a Superiour, and Inferiour ; One above, 
Another below. In that above is the Fountain of Pleaſure, from thence the 
{ſtream deſcends, which makes that below ever-green, and flouriſhing with de- 
lights. Eden 1gnihes Pleafiire or Nelight, which name in another word is gi- 
ven to Chriſt, ashe was eternally in the boſom of the Father; Prov. 8. 30. 
I was by him, one brought up with him, Delights from day to day. Jeſus 
Chriſt in his Heavenly Image,in the Subſtance and Effence of the erernal Light, 
is Eden, the Paradiſe above, In his earthly Image, the ſweet Shade . where 
all his Beauties ſeem at once to ){leep and ſpring, he is the Paradiſe below. 
"There is he the Elex, and the Fountain in the midſt of Ed. Here the Gar- 
den watercd by the River going forth from Eden. A good Heart hath in it- 
ſelf both rheſe Paradiſes ; the Fountain, and the Stream ; Eden, and the Gar- 
den. Cant. 4. 15. The Lord Jeſus calls his Spouſe, A Fountain of Gardens, 
a \Vell of living Waters flowing from Libancy. The holy Heart is both the 
Fountain which makes all things Gardens, Paradifes, which way ſoever it 
flows, and thoſe Gardens roo, It 1s both Lihanon with the Fountain in it ; 
and the Gardens below in the vallies, in the midſt of which the Living Waters 
trom this Fountain run along. | 

Rea{cnu. The Heart is that Spirit, which is the firſt Spring, and Principle 
of Life in man. Prov. 4. 2.3. Keep thine heart with all D:hgence : For our 
of it are rhe lflues of Life, All the treaſtrres of this World, is Light, Forms, 
Vertues, operations are firſt in the Sun. From thence they flow forth in vari= 
05 Streams all raund about him, while yer they are {till comprehended 1n 
him, as being nor only their inmoſt Center, bur alſo their ourmoſt Circle of 
Light, and Life. So is the Hearr, or Spirit of Man, an Inviſible Sun in the 
m:dft of him, far more great or glorious than this wiuch we fee; in which all 
forms, and ats of Lite, like Beams, rife up firſt, and fullelt ; from whence 
they are diſpenſed, and diſperſed. ; 

The Hebrew word,to keep, importsa double ſenſe. 1ſt. D:ligently obſerve 
thine Heart, whar Spirit, or Principle it is, by which thou art acted. Such as 
tis is, ſuch is thy whole Life.| If thy Heart be a Subſtantial, true, pure 
Spirit, thy whole way, and work, all thy Joyes are Sibltancc, Truth, Light, 
Immortality, as the Vifions of- God. If the Heart which 1s m thee, be tha- 
dowy, thy Lite is vain an\l empty, the dream of a ſhidow. Is thy heart cor- 
«upt, and pol'uted ? then are allthy Streams poiſoned, death lurks and moms 
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*(elf in them with an innumerable como of Devils, 2. Keep, that is , 
preſerve thine own, thy true Heart with all diligence. Abide in Chriſt, and 
his Love, as the only root of Life, from whence alone ſpring the lap, green- 
nefſes, flowers, fruits of true Sweetneſles, Beauty, and Blefedneſ, . Watch 
day and night, that no other Spirit put forth itſelf in thee ; for every other 
Principle belides Chriſt, and his Love, will certainly prove a Counterfeit, and 
is | of a Heart, out of which the Ifſues of Life ought to be, a root of bit- 
ternels. | 

There is a Twofold Heart: 1. Natural. 2. Spiritual. Ed 

1. There is a Natural Heart. This is the ſupream part of the natural Soul; 
the lical Spirit m Man. 1 The. 5. 2.3. St. Paul prayes: The very God of 
Peace ſan{tifie you wholly : and Ipray God your whole Spirit, and Soul, and Bo- 
dy be preſerved blameleſs unto the coming of our Lord Feſus Chriff. Here we 
have the natural Man divided into three parts, which are equally capable of 
being ſan&tified, or by defilement made ſubje& to blame. 1. Spirit. 2. Soul. 
3- Body. The Spirits as the Fountain ; the Soul the Stream of Life: The 
Body the Channel in which this Stream runs along. The whole Man is one 
Beam ſprung immediately from rheDivine Glory.The upper cnd of the Beam, 
where 1t is fulleſt and brighteſt, immediately united to, and rooted in the fu- 
pream Light, makes the Spirit. The loweſt point, leaſt and darkeſt, almoſt 
vaniſhing into the Shade, with which it mingles its light, where it toucheth 
the Earth, is the Body. The Soul is the middle of that Beam, partaking of 
both theſe, dividing and uniting them, like the Firmament between the Wa- 
ters above and the Waters below ; the Angels being the Waters above the 
Firmament ; and Corporeal Lives thoſe below. 

The Spirit is the Angel in Man, or Man in the Similitude and Society of 
Angels; the inviſible Image, the firſt Treaſury of all his Natural Beings, Beau- 
ties,andLife,which afterward deſcends,and diftinguiſherh itſelf into the varieties 
of Inferiour Acts, and Appearances. St. Paul therefore in the forementioned 
place calls it their whole Spirit. 

The Body is the Outward and Viſible Image , the Shadow below of this 
above. | | 

The Soul is the Life, by which the Spirit deſcends into the Becy, main- 
tains communion With it, and gathers it up again into itſelf. 

According to theſe Diſtinctions and Deſcriptions Solomon diſcourſeth, Eccleſ. 
12. 7. Then ſhall the Duſt return to the Earth as it was: and the Spirit ſhall 
return to God, who gave it, 'The name of God there ſignifies Gods or Angels, 
for whom it is frequently, and expreſly uſed in the Holy Scripture. The 
Jews ſay it properly imports the Divine Nature, as it is cloathed with the An- 
gelical ; God inthe midſt of all his Holy Angels, coming forth into the Crea- 
tion, deſcending to be the Head of it. * EY 
It is an Egiih Proverb: If men could live without the company of Wa- 
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men, they ſhould converſe with: Angels, This 15 true; when the Spiricwhich: 
is the Head, and the Man in us, withdraws rſelf from'its Shadowy: Image,the 
Body, which is as the Woman, it finds itſelf in the Fortn/ of an Angel;and in 
the Society of Angels. From the Angelical State and Company it deſcends 
into the Body. 'Thither it returns again, when it leaves the Body. 

This is the Natural Heart, the Angelical Spirit in Man, made in the Simili- 
tude of God, as he cloaths himſelf with the Angelical Image, as with a Gare 
ment of Light, and ſo vailing his naked, unacceſſible Glories comes forth ta 
be the Head of Angels. 'This Spirit is' the Immediate” Seat of the Divine 
Preſence; the Glory the Angelical 'Throne. Here the * precious things of the 
Sun, and the Moon, of the Inviſible, and Viſible Image of the Divine Nature ; 
here the Riches of the whole Creation appear together in their fulleſt Luſtre, 
and moſt beautiful Order. The Letters of the Latine Name for Heart, Cor, 
make' the firſt Letters of thoſe wagd, Camera Omniporentis Regis, wich being 
interpreted are, the Chamber of the Almighty K'ng. It is a common obler- 
vation, that the Heart of Man is*T'r:angular, wh:ch therefore cannor. be filled 
with the round World, but only with the Trinity. This Heart,- of which 
we ſpeak, is properly Triangular, conſiſting like the Angels, of thefe Three, 
Fil:nce, Underſtanding, and Will, the proper, and Immediate *I'ype of the 
Triniry, which as 1t can be htted, and filled up only with the 'T'ruth of thar 
"F'ype, thoſe Three ever-bleſled Perſons, as their Seal in the nobleit metral, next 
themſelves, it contains more exprelſly, more at large; and more- glorioufly -all 
thoſe Figures, and Draughts of Divinity, which are imprinted upon the Face 
of any Creature. O the ineftimable "Treaſures of Mans Natural Heart, if 
Sin change it not from a Palace;of Angels to a Priſon'ef Devils, or a Grave! 

2, There is a Spiritual Hearxr,'z Cori. 6, 16. He that is juyned to the 
Lord, is one Spirit. Mark the Abſoluteneſs,and Univerſality of the expreflion: 
one Spirit, He who1s joyned to the Lord Jeſus by believing, 1s one Spirit 
with Chriſt, one Spirit in Chriſt, one Spirit, as Chriſt is one. 

Galat, 2. 19, 20. St. Pani thus diſtinguitheth between the Law, and 
the Goſpel : The Law was ordained by Angels in the hand of a Mediator. 
Now a Mediator is not a Mediator of one ; but God is one. "There is a 'T'wo- 
fold Mediator; one,who hath his Ground in the Diſtance,and his End to main- 
tain . the Diſtance between 'T'wo Parties. The other is founded in an Uni- 
ty, and his work is to manifeſt, and make perfe& this Unity. The Character 
of 'the Law is Duality, and Diviſion. God, and the Creature are preſented 
each to other,as two upon different Principles,treating on a Covenant of works, 
containing difterent Terms to be performed by each apart. In the Goſpel God 
reveals himſelf, as he 1s One,as he 1s the Ground, the Obje&t,the End ao all his 
affeftions, and operations ; as he comprehends himfelf, and the Creature in one 
Perfon, and in one Spirit in our Lord, Jeſus ; as he loves the Creature with the 
ſame love, with which he loves himſelf,and beholds it in the ſame Glory, with 
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whichhe beholds himſelf in Chriſt. /'This is 'the Covenant of Grace, in which 
the Lover-and the Beloved are both One. | | 

You may now ask me two Queſtions: 

D. r. How God is One? 
.- ©.-2. How a Believer is one Spirit? 

2. 1. How is God One? | 

An. God is one four wayes. 1. He is perfeft. He comprehendsall parts 

of Excellency in every kind and degree, Eiſentially in one ſupream, and un- 
divided Point of Being within himſelf. He is to himfelt the Eyc, the Light, 
and the Objc&; the Love, the Lovelineſs, the Joy and Fruit'of both; all 1n 
One. "The moſt curious Compolition of all Sweers in'ene Ointmenr, :or Per- 
fume ; "The moſt natural extra&tion of the vertues of all- herbs and fluwers in- 
ro one Sweetneſs in Hony falls infinitely ſhort of the Unity of all PerfeCtions 
here, and the PerfeCtion of this Unity. | | 

-. 2. God.is Pure. There is no mixture in him.. As they fay of Gold the 
pureſt Metral ; Ir is plenum ſui, full of itlelf: fo is God in the: higheſt ſenſe. 
Every grain of pure Gold, is Gold. Every thing in God is God, "There1s-no 
mixture; Diviſion,” Allay, or Bound. Phe Divine Nature is endleſly complear, 
and entire within irſelf, like a Sea of unſhaded Light, which hath no ſhore, 

or Bottom. God 1s Light, and in him is no darkneſs. 2 Fohn 1.5. 

3. God is unchangeable. He is the Rock unmoveable ; He is the Rock of 
apes. -All ſucceſſions of 'Time, like Waters of a River paſs by him, and behoid 
kim'throagh ' all;revolutions ftixt in; the ſame place , and State. He js: the 
Rock of Eternity. As Wheels turning round in a Cave within a'great Rock : 
So all the "Times and'Changes of this World are comprehended within the 
Unchangeableneſs, and Eternity of his Eſſence. | roof 7 

4. God is the Fountam. He is not a Broken, Barren, but a perfe&t, and 
-pregnant-Unity. Roms. 9. 36. Ot him, and Through him, and To Him are 
all things, to-whom be Glory for ever. As all numbersare aUaity multiplied , 
'fo are all-things various Sparklings of this Divine” Unity 5 Emanations, and 
Maniteſtations of the ſame God preſenting himſelf to us at ſundry times, ' and 
4n divers manners. | Love is defined ro be Partus in pulchro,-a Birth in'a Beau- 
ty. This 1s the true nature of things, that Divine Love, which is the Birth of 
all Varieties of, and in this Beautitul, this Bleſſed Unity. 

2. L. How 1s a Behever one Spirit? 
I. ThatOne, Eternal Spirit brings forth the Spirit-of a Saint, as his own 


immediate, proper and Peculiar Birth ; as the dear Refle&tion of himſelf. A 
'Saint 18 the Workmanſhip'of Jeſus Chrift, not as a PiQture is of a Painter, 


bur as a Child is of the Father, one Spirit, one Life, one Divine Nature is in 
Both. | 
2. This one Spirit begets, and brings forth the Spirit of a Saint in his own 


likeneſs. Rom. 8. 29. God hath predeſtinated :s to be conformed to the Image of 
| bis 
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his Son ;, that is to his heavenly Image, as he'is the quickriing Spirit: 2 Cor. 


15. 45,49. The Lord Jefus is our Father, the Father of the new World, 
the New Birth in us, as he is the Heavenly one, that Spirit, which is the ſu- 
ream Unity, the Lordand Fountain of Life, and Spirits. So he brings us 
nr in the Image of the ſame Heavenly Form, and of the fame Divine Unity. 
Thus he prays to his Father ; Foby 17. 22. The Glory which thou gaveſt to 
we, 1 have given to them, that they. may be One, as we are One. Behold the 
Divine Birth. of a Saint, the Divine Likeneſs into which he is born, and the 
Divine Unity, the Ground, and Form of the Divine Birth, and Likeneſs. 
The Erernal Spirit unites itſe]f, to the Spirit of a Believer thus regene- 
rated in the moſt Intimate, Entire, and Inſeparable manner. "They murually 
inhabit, fully poſleſs, perfetly enjoy each other. In life, and death, time,and 
eteraity they. are undivided, 'T'hus this Heavenly Adam,the Unity, and Foun- 
rain of Spirits caſts himſelf into the ſleep. of Humane Life, and of Death, that 


| he may briog forth from his. Side, and his- Boſom this Siſter-Spirit, this true 


Eve, the Mother of alt Living, of all Heavenly, and Spirirual Lives, as he is 
the Father. "Then, when he awakens in the Reſurre&tion from the Dead, he 
rakes her to be his Spouſe, as ſhe is his Siſter in the Fellowſhip of the Divine 
Unity,. which is the glorious Ring, and Circle of all Relations. Soſhe, who 
is Sp'rit of. his Spirit, in the likene(s of the ſame Spirit, is made one Spirit 
with him. \ 

Thus you. have an Anſwer to theſe two Queſtions. You ſee, how God is 

One; How he, that is joyned to the Lord, 1s one Spirit. © that men knew 

: God unvailed, revealed 1a the Light, and Grace of the Gaſpel,: as he is One! 
O that they they.did relliſh the Sweetneſs of this Unity of the Spirit, which ts 
the height of all Relations, by which God is one to a Believer in all times , 
and things, one in him, one with him; by which he alſo is one to, in, and 
with God! This ſight and ſenſe would make us to be continually in Pangs 
of longings to be N_ and brought torth into this Spirit, and Unity ; 
as Jeſus Chriſt is always in pangs of Love to bring it forth, and form it 
in-us. 

- But to conclude this Reafon;. 'This Holy Spirit, this Spirit of Unity, and 
Unity of the. Spirit is the Spiritual hearr, of which we ſpeak. St. Paul Epheſ. 3. 
expreſſeth it by being rooted in Love. This 1s that Root, which we have 
;n the eternal Love of God,in that Love,which is God, in God, as he is Love. 
'This is the new Heart,which is bred and cheriſhed in the boſom of the Father. 
Theſe Heavens above us comprehend in. their Circuits all things here below, 
which,as learned men teach us,are figures, &. images of their vertues ſent forth 
from them. Bur they. have fixed in theraſelves innumerable Bodies of Light, 
and Glory far exceeding all things here. They ſay , that theſe Heavens-are 
Circular, becauſe that round Figure is moſt canacious, and beautiful, as be- 
ing an Image of the Unity of Angelical Sp: - How great and ons 
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Circle then vaſtly tranſcending the Heaven: of Heavens is this - Divine Unity g 
this Spirit which is the new heart ofa Saint? All the Heavens,and this earth li 
within the compaſs of it, as Light ſhadows which it caſteth from it ſelf. Bur 
as for thoſe Treaſures which —_— to it, which are fixt init, how inh- 
nitely more innumerable, how infinitely richer are they ? 'The mind of Chriſt 
with all rhe Beauties, and Brightneſles there; the deep things of God, with 
all thoſe Lights and Joys unfathomable to every natural Eye, and Heart, lie 
within the Grrous of this Spiritual Principle. A great Philoſopher call'd the 
Angelical Spirit in man, which is his Natural Heart, the Flower of the Soul. 
It is ſo indeed, as the Bloſſoms upon Fruit-Trees ; but the Divine Spirit, the 
Spiritual heart is the Fruit, 

I. Uſe. Scek this good heart, which hath ſo good a Treafure in it. That 
you may ſeek it with all affe tion, and diligence, take theſe Three direCtions : 
Believe the 'Truth of this Principle : Conſider the Preciouſneſs of it : Under- 
ſtand your Propriety in it. | 

I. Believe the Truth of this Principle. When the Apoſtles asked the 
Chriſtians in Samaria, whether they had, received the Holy Ghoſt, they ans 
ſwered, that they had not fo much,as heard whether there were a Holy Ghoſt 
or no. Isnot this the temper of many amongſt us, of moſt, of the ſenſitive, 
and natural Spirit in us all ? We do not fo. much as believe, that there is a Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ; much lefs, that this Holy Ghoſt is poured out upon any Soul, as 2 
Heavenly Anointing from above ; or dwells in any heart, as the Principle of a 
ſupernatural, and eternal Life. He that comes to.God, muſt believe, rhat 


| God is, and that he is a Rewarder of thoſe that diligently ſeek him : Heb. 1 1. 


6. Fix in thine heart with an unſhaken faith, theſe two Radical 'Truths , 
from which all the farneſs, and ſweetneſs of the Tree of Life is.derived into 
our Spirits: 1. That God 1s. 2. That there is a Union between God 
and Man in One Spirit. Say frequently to thy ſelf: It is true, Ir is the firſt 
Truth, upon which all other Truths are built; that there is a ſupream, in- 
comprehenſible Being, which ſhines through all, and fills all, the Fountain, 
and Meaſure; the End, PerfeQion, and Bleſſedneſs of . all Beings. I is as 
true, that this ever-glorious God deſcends in Jeſus Chriſt to ſow himſelf by his 
own good Spirit as a Divine Seed in the heart of man below; that by the un- 
vailing of his original Excellencies he ſhines, as a ſpiritual Sun from above in- 
to theSoul,to quicken,awake,and call forth rthisSeed,in the vertue of which the 
Soul ſprings into a new,and heavenlyBeing,comes toGod by the freſhParticipa- 
tions of his life, grows up into his Likeneſs, pleaſeth him, is poſleſs'd, and en- 
joy'd by him, poſſeſſeth, and enjoyerh him with an unexpreflible fulneſs of all 
mutual, and Divine Pleaſures. When the Merchant in the Goſpel found a Pearl 
in the Field, he went, and fold all te purchaſe this Field. If you have diſco 
vered this rich Pearl of the Divine Nature, as a Root at the bottom of yoi: 
Spirits ; go, exchange every Principle, Power, and excellency to give y: 
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kf up to the conduQ,” 'activity; fruitfulneR,: enjoyment of this alone: 
2. Conlider the preciouſneſs of this Heavenly Principle, Zf. 6. 13. God 
' compares his people in the greateſt defolations to an Oak, whoſe Subſtance is 
mm it, when it hath caſt its leaves: fo faith he,the Holy Seed ſhall be the'Snb- 
ſtance thereof. Conſider here three Precious Things in this good Heart, which 
15 the Seed, and Principle of Grace inus. - 

Ii. This Spiritual Principle 1s a Subſtance. Solomen complains. of all 
things under the Sun ; the Eye is not ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor 'the Ear filled 
with hearing. He brings this as an Argument, and effect of their vanity.” All 
things here are Shadows only, and ſo empty, unſatisfatory, endleſly raifing 
expectations, and deſire, bur never anſwering them. When this Spirit, which 
15 far above the Sun 1s received by thee, when this becomes the Principle of 
all thy faculties, which ſces in thine Eye, hears in thine Ear, underſtands, and 
wills in thine heart when this is the "Treaſury, from which all Objefts come 
forth to aCt thoſe faculties:then thineEye will be fatished with ſeeing ſubſtantial 
Beauries,thine Ear will be filled with ſubſtantial Melodiesthine Underſtandin 
will fit down to « Heavenly Feaſt of ſubſtantial Lights, and Truths, thy will 
ſhall lie down to'a Sweet and Eternal reſt in a bed of ſubſtantial Embraces,and 
Joys, in the midſt of the Subſtance,and Eflence of Goodneſs itſelf. 

2. This is the Holy Sced. The Heavens over our Heads are pure. 'They 
are free from thar groſs, and dark Matter,with which/all Forms of things are 
mixt here on Earth: - 'Fhis. Purity of theirs, 1s-their "Tranſparency, 'Light, 
Luſtre, Harmony, Vertue,' Incorruptibiliey. Yet! they are Corporeal,”and 
Bodily ; their bright Beauties ſhall be turned into'Darkneſs, 'and Blood. The 
Angels are purer far, than theſe Heavens. | 'They ' have no Cloud, Clog, or 
Droſs of Bodies. Yet are they mixtures of Light and Shade. 'Their Glories 
are vails upon the true Glory. "They wax old, as a Garment, and are changed. 
Their Nature is ſubje& to ſtains, and falls. But this Principle,which is the Seed, 
and Heart of- a Believer 1s Purer than"the Heavens, or the Angels. | It is the 
Spirit of - God, thexrue Light, in which there 1s no Darkneſs; Simple, ''neor- 
ruptible, Unchangeable; | | | | 

3- This Principle is durable. Ir 1s a Fountain ſpringing up in the Soul to 
Eternal Life, Fohn 4. O precious Treaſure ! Eternity is defined to 'be the 
full, and unbounded Poſlefiion of all Good at once, in One. Pearls have their 
price, becauſe they have their luſtre in a laſting Subſtance. This Holy Seed 
15 the onely Pearl of price, both for its Luſtre,and for its laſtingneſs. © 

The Will of Man naturally moves to good. 'The greater the good 15, and 
the more clearly it appears to us; ſo much the more natural, and powerful are 
the motions of our Will to it. Did we underſtand the goodneſs of this 'Spiri- 
tual Principle for the Reality, the Excellency, the Erernity of it ; the Waters 
are not carried fo naturally, ſo conſtantly to.the Sea , nor Fire upwards to the 
Boſom of Heaven; as our Souls would to this Sea of Life,and Boſom of Love, 

Union 
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Union Hith God in the Unity of his own Spirit. Thus we have done with 
the 2d Diretion'to quicken us in qur purſuit of a new Heart, a Spiritual Prin- 
ciple, which is te conſider the preciouſneſs ofat;”  v760l Be [1:4] , 
- * 4.” Underſtand" your Propriety in this Divine Principlel/ 1; You were 


made in the Similirade; and Image of God:' He' is your Original the Subs © 


ſtance and Truth of your Being; more truly your ſelves, than you are your 
ſelves. 2. God is your Father, There « one God the Father, of whom are all 
Things, faith St. Pau. 1 Cor. © The Cheeks of Chriſt are ſaid-to'be Beds' of 
Spices: Cant. 5.0.1 3. Our Immortal Souls, our whole Perfonsare fprun 

up out of the Glories of the eternal Spirit, 'as Spices, and Flowers'out of their 
Beds in the Gardens. When we are united” to this Spirit,” we return to/our 
own Original, like thoſe flowers;we ſink down into our proper Beds aridRoots, 
to receive a freſh Life and Beauty. 9. We are made by, and in Chrift, Ce/.z. 
By Chriſt, as our immediate Principle, and Pattern; In Chrift,'as our proper 
Hab/tation. The Original S:rr of Devils, which infected Mankind, is plainly 
ſer down to be this: Fu 6.” They kept not” their firſt State , in» Greek, 
Principle: but left their own 'Habirarion.-  Propriety begets Love; for both 
Love and Propriety have.their life and'root in Unity.” Thereis nothing which 
is ſo much thine own, as God, as Chriſt, as the Spirit.” "Theſe are thme own 
Father ; thine own'Habuarion, where thou art at home; thine own Principle; 
thine own Original ; thine own trueſt and beſt Self. Let this Propriety then by 
Love aſcending from rhee, by rhe ſenſe, -and influence of a greater Love far 
deſcending upon thee, encourage, allure, and attract thee to this Divine Prin-- 


_ ciple, this Spirit of Union, by which thou' becomeſt one Spirit with Chriſt;and: 


the Father. 'Thus return , O man , whoſoever, whatſoever thou art, to 
thine own Home, to thy proper Unity, as the wandring Bird to her neſt ; and 


. the Wife of Adultcries ro the boſom of the Husband of her Youths, where 


ſhe finds a Fountain of Heavenly Loves ſtill flowing freſh for her, as at the 
firſt ; into which ſhe caſts her ſelf, and finds all the Beauties of her Youth, and 
Parity reſtored unto her, as in the beginning; her fins and ſorrows flying 
away, and vaniſhing into the Air of this eternal Spirit, as Shadows of the 
Night, and Dreams of a man wn when he waketh. 

Uſe 2. This good Treaſure of a good Hearr is a Cordial, and Comfort 
againſt Loſſes, or Sufterings, Heb. 19. 34. The holy Penman tells the Diſci- 
ples, to whom he writes, they took joyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods , 
knowing in your ſelves, that ye have in Heaven a better and an enduring Sub-. 
ſtance. Some read it knowing that you haven your ſelves in Heaven a bet- 
ter, and an enduring Subſtance. "This Scripture upon the riches of the Spiris 
tual Principle in a Believer groundeth five ſweet and full Confolarions. 

I., Thou haſt the Subſtance. A Laced#monian-invited to- hear one ſing 
like the Nightingale anſwered, T'o what purpoſe, when I can hear the 
Nightingale "Gif" When thy ſenſe mourns to thy Soul, and faith: They: 

_ | have. 
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bave taken away our Eſtates, our Friends, all the joys of Life. They will take 
away our Lives alſo: let thy foul reply ; why ſhould we mourn for the Shadows, 
when ſtill we have the Subſtance ? | =* ohh 

2: Thoy haſt all things better. Philoſophy. ſaith, that every plant below, 
hath its Star in Heaven ;each Star its Angel aboye ; the Angels their Idea*s,or 
Original Eſſences, and Truths,in God, to which they areas 'T'ypes only. Is thy 
Flower withered ? 'Thou haſt itina Star. | Is thy Star darkned ? For thy Star 
thou haſt an Angel. Arethe good Angels, which muniſtred to thee, with- 
drawn from thee ? "They are preſent, and appear to thee in a better manner, in 
the Form of God: | Canſt thou grieve for the.lpſs of a Figure in Wax, when 
thou haſt the ſame Figure in a Gold-Seal, from which "6, okra of thar 
Form was made upon the, Wax ? bo | EC... 

. Thou haſt all to endure for ever. The Scripture compares Spiritual, 
and Heavenly 'Things to Spices, for their Sweetneſs, and Incorrupribleneſs,be- 
cauſe they partake much of the Sun. Spices are prefer'd before rung be- 
cauſe they have a more laſting Sweetneſs ; and not only fo, bar they preſerve 
us both living, and dead from corruption. Therefore they are uſed bor pre- 
ſervatives from InfeCtion, and for Embalmings. Thou ſeeſt thy Fleſh, and all 
the Glory of the Fleſh round about thee wither, and fade away. Trouble not 
thy ſelf. In ſtead of theſe Flowers thou/haſt Spices. Thou haſt all thy pleas 
ſant things in an incorruptible Spirit, where they not only preſerve their ſweet- 
nefles ever freſh for thee, but thee alſo ever flouriſhing in the enjoyment of 
them. - 

4. Thouhaſt allin Heaven. A Believer is ever in Heaven, and hath Hea- 
ven in himſelf. For that Spirit, which is his Principle is the higheſt Heaven, 
The Joys of the Goſpel are compared often to a Feaſt, to a Wedding-Dinner 
atthe Marriage of a Kings Son. Now there go to make up a Feaſt, not on- 
ly coſtly, and curious fare, but all things ſuitabie, Stately, and rich Rooms, 
Muſick, Perfumes, excellent company, all the Furniture, and Entertainment 
great, beautiful, and delightiyg. Thus thy Suffterings only change the Scene. 
W hat thou hadit before on Earth; now thou haſt in Heaven, in the glorious 
Fellowſhip of all Angels, and 'Triumphant Spirits, with the Ointments of the 
Holy Ghoſt , the Melodies, and Harmonies of Divine Love ſounding thorow 
all the Beauties of the Divine Nature, in the pureſt Light guilding all; Joys, 
and Immortal Pleaſures like Doves with Silver Wings, and” Golden Feather 
flying about every where, being nothing but the Spirit of all Grace, Joy,and 
Glory in various forms. | 

5. Thou haſt all this Subſtance, this Heayen in thy ſelf, A Believer hath 
theſe Heavenly Things in hunſelf by a threefold Union. 

1. By a Union of Love. As theſe Heavenly things are thy Beloved ; fo 
thou art their Love. As thou beholdeſt all pleaſantnefles in their faces : ſo thou 
art their Garden oc Pleaſures, where all precious things, new and old, are 

| trea- 
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treaſured up for thy Beloved, They are thy reſt, and delight: their Defire is 
towards thee. You are in the Unity of the Spirit, as One made 'T'wo, and 
Two made One again. ; 

2. By a Union of Likeneſs. Thoſe Heavenly: things, and thy Spirit are 
as Brother and Siſter that ſucker the breaſts of the ſame Mother; as T'win-Li- 
lies; or Roſes ſpringing from the ſame Root of Love. "They are to you, and 
you tothem, as clear and ſhining Glafles, in which you mutually ſee the Faces 
each of other, and your ſelves as refleftions of each others Beauties. Jeſus 
Chriſt in the Canticles often calls the = Soul his Siſter-Spouſe. He calls her, 
. Can. 1.\9. My Love. © 'The word in Hebrew according -to its Root'is the 
fame with that, which ſignifies a Friend, who isdeſcribed 'to be Alter Idemythe 
ſame in another Perſon. Ir properly imports One made into T'wo by a Dt 
viſion, as Adam, and Eve; the other half on Ones ſelf. 

' 3. Bya Union of Subſtances. Bodies can never meet in One. No one 
Body can ever be in two places at once;nor two bodies ever in one place.They 
unite only by Touches, by their outſides, by. Accidents, and Shadows. A Ho- 
ly Heart, and Heavenly 'Things unite, as Spirits, as the pureſt Spirits, where 
the Unity is moſt perfett. "Theſe intimately, totally, efſentially, formally pene- 
trate, poſlefs, fill, and aftuate each other. You have a ſhadow of it in the mix- 
ture of Lights; or in two clear, and bright Eyes, when they look full, and 
ſtedfaſtly one upon another. So Chriſt prays, Fobn 17. 21. 'That they all 
may be one, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that they may be one in 
us. Again, v. 23s I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made per- 
fe&t in One. The Radical, and Original Unity is that of the Bleſſed Perſons 
in the Trinity; the moſt ummediate Branches, and livelieſt Copies of it are 
thoſe T'wo, of the Divine, and Humane Nature in Chriſt's Perſon ; of the 
Head and Members in his Myſtical Body. Bur this ſhall ſuffice for our preſent 
Do&trine, thata good Heart wa Treaſury of good things, * 
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Thou art fairer than. the ' Children of Men ::' Grace 1s paured. into 
' thylips * therefore God bath bleſſed thee for ever.” 

His Pſaiws is.a-Sorig: of > Laves. It containeth the whole myſtery . of the 

A. Goſpel, and of the life of a Saint with his Saviour, ' both in the Figure 

and Subſtance, which. is all anHeavenly: Song of Spiritual,: and eternal Lowes. 

An Holy Soul in love with Feſus Chrif 1saltogether taken up-with this Three- 
fold exerciſe. '1. "The Deſcription, and Contemplation of the: Perſon of hr 
Beloved. 2. The Delire, and. continual-longings' by day, and by night to be 
polieſls'd. of, to.enjoy this Perſon. 2. [The care, and'labour ta beike him, to 
partake of. his Beauties: and: Graces, to/ derive them: by the channels, and ſtrea» 
mings of the Spirit into. (elf, to transform itfelf into his Likeneſs. ' 

St. Paulſpends the firſt part of his diſcourſes in- drawing aſide the Curtain, 
and ſetting the Perſon of- Chriſt in its entire form, naked glories; and native 
fweetneſles in; the Eyes of Believers. "Then he leadeth, and eth them to 
the enjoyment-firſt; next.to the Imitation. of this Feſus upon. the-ground of his 
Wo nar ee les mis; aphn the Prod 

© rt-of this P/alm 18 in hke manner upon the Perſon, and 
Praiſes xs the Dog Feſus. This Verſe hath Smog TheBeauty of 
Chriſt ; Thou art fairer, than the Children of Men, 2. The Love, and Sweet» 
neſs of, Chriſt; Grace is poured 2nto thy lips. 3. The Seal of the God-Head, 
of the Father, of his Bleſſednck, - and Eternity. upon the Perſon of Chriſt ; 
therefore God hath bleſſed thee for ever. 

I. The firſt part in the Text is the Beauty of oO Thou art fairer than 
the Children of Men. P; Chriſt is the faireſt of all men. He is fairer than 
the whole generation of Mankind. He is fairer than any perſon born of Man. 

The Lord Feſus excells all Mankind in Beauty , in Three reſpetts. 

I. The Humane Natureof Chrift taken by itſelf, was born of a Virgin- 
Mother, and God immedately ſupplying the place of a Father. So it was, as 
a Morning-beam begotten berween' a pure Sun, and a clear ſweet Air. 'Then 
it was born without Sin, the proper, and-only deformity of Spirits. Thus 
his Soul and Body were like a Silver ſtream, flowing quietly in a clean channel, 
where the Image of the Skie, and all the Heavenly Bodies figures itſelf con- 
ſtantly, and clearly. So did the Mind, Will, and Workings of the God-Head 
figure themſelves, and ſhine in the Manhood of Ghriff. Laſtly it is the com- 
mon ſenſe of Divines, that the Complexion of Chriſt was very delicate, and 

| pure, 
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pure,ariſmg from the maſt accurate proportion of the Elements,the moſt:+xaCct 
Harmony, and purity of -the Humours, and Spirits. in his Body. We |never- 
read, that he-was at all Pick. ..-As this made all his Sufferings the greater tho- 
rough the quicknels of his ſence; 'ſo it made him in hisoutward Form extream- 
ly ſweet, and lovely above the reſt -of men. LE | 

Bur beſides all this, the Holy Ghuſ# ſeems to fx ts eye upon the Humane 
Nature of Chriſt in two other States different from that of his Incarnation by 
the Virgin; Mary; as he is the Firt-born of the whole Creation, or of every 
Creature; and as he is the Firf-born of thoſe that riſe from the Dead ; Colos. 
x. I5, 16. | | 

The Fews ay, that the Meſſias was the firſt Creatare;that all the reſt were 
made by Him, in Him, and for Him, as Pictures to the Lite, and Copies to the 
Original. A German Divine teacheth, that he who receives the Body of Chriſt, 
receives at once all, that is good,or fair in the whole world from the Beginning 
to the End of it. 

But the Humanity of the Lord Feſus, as he is the Firſf-born of thoſe that 
are riſen from the Dead, excels Adam in all his Innocency, and primitive Pers 
feCtions, yea, and Himſelf alſo, as he was the Firſt-born of every Creature, the 
Natural Head of Angels, as much as Hegven exceeds the Earth, or a Paradile in 
the third Heavens an Earthly One, x Cormm. 15. 49. The former was an 
Earthly Beauty, fading, deſigned for a Sacrifice, to be expoſed to all forts of 
ſhame, and Sufferings, to be made a Prey to the devouring jawsof Death. This 
latter Beauty is Heavenly, Incorruptible, ſeated upon a throne, which /indureth 
for ever, and ever. " 

2. The Second Reſpett, in which Chrift is fairer than the Children of men is, 
the Union between the Divine, and. Humane Nagure. All the Beauties of: our 
Saviours Manhood are heightned by this Unionto that Luſtre, and Lovelineſs, 
which cannot be expreſs'd-in any meer Creature z asa fine Cloud, a Garden'of 
Flowers, a Statue of .Gold are quite other things, when the naked Sun ſheds 
his Beams immediately upon them,than when they are ſeen-in a common,or re- 


"* 


neſs of his Glory, and cry eut ; My Lord,and wy God... Every. thigg..gt; our 


Feſus ſeen into. the depth, and inlide.of Lin or u--a/right. Light .s an, Heayen 
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of Heavens, Fobn 1. 14. The word was made Fleſh, and diweli among us, and 
we ſaw bis glory, the glory, asof the Onely-begotten Son of God. 

' 3: The laſt, and higheſt confideration of our Saviours Beauty is, as he is God, 
One with the Father, the Onely true God. "This is the Head of fine Gold, of 
ſolid Gold, to which all hisother Beauties are, as the Locks, and Curles of his 
Hair, black as a Raven, Shadows, and Foils. Can. 5. 21. This is your Belo- 
ved, and this is your Friend, O believing Souls. ' 

I ſhall now give you a Proof from Scripture,and Reaſons concerning the whole 
Perſon of Chriſt after this explication of his Beauties ir particular Forms , and. 
States. 

Man was madein the Image, and Similitude of God,of the whole Trinity. 
For ſo Divines expound that, Gem. 1. Let us make man inour own Likeneſs, 
of the Three ever-blefled Perſons in the God-Head. Some make it a conſulta- 
tion of the Deity inthe Afſembly of all the Holy: Angels to make man an 
Image, where all their various Excellencies ſhould meer in the Unity of his 
Perſon, to make Man a Muſical Harmony, of which every Angel makes a part 
only. Upon cither of theſe Interpretations Man is the moſt beautiful of all 
Creatures, having the perfeCtions of all Summed, and Sealed up in himſelf, to 
make a compleat {imilitude of ' the Divine Nature ; like myſtica} Letters in the 
Living Word, of which the Firſt Adams a Figure. In the 1. of Ezek. 'The 
living Creatures full of Wings, and Eyes, by which the Angelical Nature is 
repreſented among their other manifold Forms,which appear in every particu- 
har Angel, is the Formof a Man. This Humane Form is the Image of God,the 
Beauty of the Angelical Eſſences, and the proper Effence of man. 

Let usthen enlarge our DoQrine, and confirm it-ir+ its Latitude. 

If Feſwus Chriſt be fairer thaw the Sons of Men, He is the faireſt of all Things. 

Proof. Can. 5. 9, 10. The Spiritual Bride, which is the Church in gene- 
ral, andeach believing Soul in particular teſtifieth of Chrift by the Spirit of 
'Truth, that He 5s 2vhice and nh, the conefeft of Ten Thouſand. 

We have here the Beauty. of: Chrift ſer forth, firſt, Abſolmtely ; then Com- 

aratively. 

Fir " Abſolurely 3 He is white and ruddy. The Hebrew word for white (ig- 
nifieth ſmooth, clear, ſhining brightneſs, like that of the Body. of Heaven in 
the faireſt, and ca}meft day. "That for 7uddy imports the pureſt, and moſt ſpark- 
ling red, like that of a Ruby. "The fame Word for the ſubſtance is ſet for 
the richeſt Ruby, Lament, for the Ground out of which the Firſt Man was 
made, Ger. 2. which, fay the Fews, was the faireſt Compoſition of all the 
fineſt parts of the Earth, with its moſt precious vertues far. beyond the fineſt 
Gold. 'The fare word alſo is uſed for the Firft Man in his Firſt Make, when 
he was the faireſt Flower in Paradiſe. 

The moſt perfect hire 1s the pureſt Light, which hath no Darkneſs in it. 
Thepureſt red, is the moſt exact mixture of Light, and Shadow. = 
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In General theſe words import a compleat beauty in the Perſon 'of Chriff - 
2 beauty ſuitable to us, fitted to the Eyeof our Faculties, our Senſe, and Un; 
derftanding. Ir is the manner of Men to expreſs the moſt perfect beauty of 
a Face by pure White, and Red. We have allo a ſignification, that the choiceſt 
beauties here are Shadows only of Feſus Chriſt. White, and Red in the love- 
lieſt Face below is the Type,and Figure ; in that glorious Perſon it is the Truth, 
the Original. Divines call the Creatures with all their Excellencies Veſt:gia- 
Dei, the Foor-fteps of God. If the Print of Chriſts Feet in the Duſt make ſuch. 
Beauties in Fleſh and Blood, in theſe Heavens,. in the Angels ; what are the. 
Beauties of his own Divine Perſon ?- 

1. In Particular, 1. White is the Unity of Light in its ſimplicity. This 


is the Perſon of Chriſt. Red exprefleth the variety of Light and Darkneſs. 
with all their Degrees, and Mixtures, as they lie in the Unity of a pure, and. 
ſimple Light. "This is Light in its ſeveral Forms, and Diefſes. This is the. 


high, and Univerſal Harmony, which maketh all forts of Muſick, and Beauty 
thorow all things in Heaven, and Earth,as it ſendeth forth Sounds,and Glymp- 


ſes of itfelf any where. "This hath all things in itſelf in their ſeveral perfeCti- 


ons. 'This.maketh. every thing. in itſelf a Divine Muſick, and Beauty to the 
Spiritual Eye, and Spiritual Ear. | 


2. White isthe Goa-Head in Chriſt, making a Day of Beauty, which hath - 
no night going before it, or coming» after it. Red is the Lord Feſus, as he is . 


God-man, where the Day, and the Night make one entire Day of perfe&t Beau- 
ty, the Night ſweetly ſhadowing the Day,the Day ſhining beaurifully thorow 
the Night. Here Beauty hath all its Charms and Sweetneſles of its Mornings 
and its Evenings. 

3- White is Chriſt m Glory. Red is this Chriſt, this Glory deſcending to the 
Depth of all Sufferings. Red is the Colour of Blood. Nothing is more apt 


among Natural things to delight, and raviſh our Souls, than. the Muſick of an.. 


excellent hand carried down in juſt degrees by ſofr, and melting ſtrains to the 


loweſt, and there, as it were, quite {ilenced ; then an a ſudden carried. up again , 


to a Sprightly,and Triumphant height. How. agreeable,how delightful a SpeCt- 


acleis this to the Eye of the Spirit, to ſee the Lord Feſus, who 1s Glory utfelf . 


deſcending with beautiful Conformities to the Wiſdom of the. Father, with 
ſweet meltings of himſelf into the Will of . the Father, thoxow +all degrees of 
Sufferings into the Silence, and Narknefs of Death itſelf; ; rheg ina moment to 
ſpring up into Glory, and Immortality by the ReſurreCtion from the Dead ? 
What believing, and loving Soul, when ſhe ſceth theſe beautiful goings of her 
Yeſus on the Earth, on Mount.Golgotha, in the Grave, would not Sadly go 
(own with him in the Fellowſhip. of. his Sufferings into the ſame Grave, a5.in- 
;2 a Spiritual Marriage-bed, to come forth. immediately in the glorious Morn- 
ig of the Reſurrefion, as a Bridegroom out of his Chamber? 


I have hitherto ſpoken of the Abſolure Praiſe of Chriſts Beauty in this Scri> . 


pure 3. 


_ 
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pure ; He #s White, and Ruddy. | am now to ſpeak of the Comparateve Praiſe; 
He s the chiefeſt of ten thouſand : Ten thouſand is a particular nimnber fet for 
All. The Hebrew word ſ1gnifieth the greateſt number; it-is applied to Angels, 
P (al. 68.18, The Chariot of the Lord is ten thouſand , Angels are underſtood. 
The Angels are _—_— of all creatures. Our Saviour is the faireſt of all 
the Angels. The &vord Chiefeſt is in Hebrew a Standard-bearer. "The 
Srandard-bearer carries the Banner. "The Banner is the Mark and Prize under 
which all the "Troop march,for which they tight, to which, and under which 
the whole Troop is gathered together. The Beauty and Lovelineſs of Chrif's 
Perſen,is the Banner ſpread over all things, under which,in the force of which, 
for which all things move in their ſeveral courſes, to which the gathering to- 
gether of All ſhall be. The Inſtin# of this is All Love. The Poſſeſſion and 
Springing forth of this All Foy. We read inthe As of an Altar with an In- 
ſcription, To the unknown God. St. Paul preaching upon this Text, telleth the 
Athenians; Him, whom ye ignorantly worſhip, preach I unto you ; meaning 
Chriſt. In the whole frame of Nature every Heart, every Creature, every At- 
tection, every Action is an Altar with the ſame kind of Inſcription ; To the 
Unknown Beanty; To the Unknown Feſus. This is the Mark, the White, which 
every Being in nature 1gnorantly moveth to, which every motion ignorantly 
aimcth at ; this is that which all Underſtandings, all Loves ignorantly worſhip, 
c{teem and adore; this Beauty of Feſzs Chriſt, concerning which we now 
{peak. © Bleffed are your hearts, O Believers, which are Spiritual Altars with 
the Perſon of Chriſt, engraven upon them by the finger of God, flaming with 
the fre of an heavenly Love, and| bearing this Inſcription ; To the known 
Beaury of that Jeſus, whom we know, whoſePerſon our Eyes have feen,ourEars 
have heard, our Hands have handled, the Arms of our Spirits have embraced, 

I come now from the Proof, to the Reaſons of the Doctrine, which are four. 

1. Feſrrs Chriſt is Beauty in its Original. 

2. He is the Perfetion of Beauty. 

3. He hath all the Parts of Beauty moſt compleat in his Perſon. 

4. All Beauty is derived from him. 

Reaſ. 1. The Perſon of Chriſt is Beautiful m its Original. He is\the Firſt,fo 
the Higheſt, and Beſt Beauty, Heb. 1.3. Chriſt is ſaid to be The Brightneſs of the 
Glory of God. Four things go to| make up the Glory of God: 1. Excellency; 
2. Excellency at the height ; 3. Am Union of all Excellencies reflecting upon, 
imparting themſelves 'to each other. All center themſelves in the boſom of eve- 
ry one, All ſee themſelves living -amd ſhining in the face each of other, as in 
a living Luoking-glaſs. Our Beloved is that Imape, into which this Glory 1o 
brings forth it ſelf, rhat'it is Ome with it (elf. 

Brightneſs implies three things; 1. Glory at the Height, as Light in the 
Sunſhine; 2. Glory appearing, Glory inan Image ; g. Glory in its Purity. 
The Perſon of our Feſrrs is ſuch an I»y.zge, as is the Glory itſelf, a Deep of Gh- 
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74, 4 Pure, unmirt, uncankned, infinite Glory. He. is an Image of fo clear Glory, 
fo One with the Glory;that All the Go&Head appears in Him, and nathing 
of -it-canthidsirſelf framy being ſeen there, | j. 1007 02 1925 dee Gilirag 
_ The Perſon of Chriſt is the Eſſential: and Eternal Glory of the GodrHead in 
its own. praper Form, in which it may be ſeen by Spiritual Eyes, in, which it 
may be a heavenly Bridegroom capable ef being poſlefled, embraced, and eny 
joyed by the Spiritual Bride, the Wife of this Lamb, withour ſpot or blemiſh. 
Can:any foul that hath had the leaſt glympſe: of this Mine, this Maſs of 
Glory;.the Bleſſed Perſon of Chrift, be fo treacherous, like 7udas, as to yalue 
him at, and fell him for thirty pieces of filyer, the Riches of this world ?' Can 
any. Spirit, upon whoſe inward Eye: the leaſt Beam of his Beauty hath faln, 
beſo prophane, as Eſau was, to ſell his Birthright, his Inheritance in this King- 
dom of Beauty, the Glorious Perſon of his God and Saviour, for a Meſs of 
Portage, for fenfiral fatisfaCtions, far a luſt, for a ſhadowy lite on Earth ? 
; Tr.iz-added, Heb. t. 23. That He is the expreſs Image of His, (namely, God 
the\Father's) Subſtance, or Perſon. True:Beauty.is dehined to be the proper and 
native Image of ſome-True Good; The True: Beauty calls, and allures all hearts 
to if. The'True Good gives them reſt in the bolom of that Beauty. Beamty is 
Goodneſs viſible : Good 18. the Inviſible Spring and Center in that Beauty. God is 
thy Fi and Supreme Good ; Fe(zes Chriſt then, who is: the Expreſs Image of 
Subſtance.and Perſon, ir. whom He is hgured after the molt exact. and: 
lively manner, is: the: Firft and. Supreme Beauty. | 
God the Father is the Firſt and Supreme Goadzas the God-Head in the Roor. 
Fefws Chrift is the Firſt and Supreme Beauty, as the God-Head in the Flower, 
ſpringing out of, and ſtanding m the Boſom of its Root, having all the virtues 
of the Root in clear and full figures forming themſelves moſt gloriouſly, and 
moſt amiably upon it. The Holy Spirit is the Erff, the Supreme Love and Foy, 


. as the God-Head in the Fruit,in which all the precious virtues of the Root, all 


the lively and lovely Beauties ofthe Flower are taſted, feaſted upon, and. en- 
Jjoyed. To make our Eſteem, Admuration, Adoration and Love yet greater, we 
muſt alfo obſerv: that theſe Three in the Diwine Nature,in the Perſon of Chriſt, 
the Root, the Flower, and the Fruit, are infeparable ; they.a!l mutually con- 
prehend each other, that every One may be perfect, having the Other Two 
eutire 1n 1t ſelf, | 

Ho! every one that ftteth under the ſhadow of any melancholy, any grief, 
or fear;that faith, who will ſhew us the True Good ? Whowill ſhew us Beauty 
indeed, or where the place of | Love.is ? Who will make us to drink of the 
Fauntain of Joy ? Come hither ta the Perſon of Chrif. Bur come boldly, 
ſtand not without the Vail, prefs intothe Hely of Holies, corne near to the Per- 


ſow of Chrift himaſel Come paſt all ſhadows of: Glory ; come to the. bright- 


neſs of Glory, the naked Perſon of your: Fefxs. Here:ſball your Eyes be fatis- 
hed with Beauty ; your:Souls ſhall reſt in Goodneb;. you:ſhall take: your: fill of 
Love, and Joy. a TX Reaf. 2.. 


as Al; ends 
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Reaſ. 2. The Perſon of Chrift is the perfeFion of Beauty, Plal. 50. 2. From 

Sion the Perfettion of Beauty God ſhall ſhine, "There are three Things, which I 
would makeclear to you in this Scripture. 1. That Sion is the Third Perſon in 
the Trinity, the Holy Spirit, 2. That the Perfettiov of Beauty is a deſcription 
of the Second Perſon the Lord Feſus. 3. Why theſe rwoare fo joyned,as if one 
only were meant. 'This verſe hath/a deep Myſtery of Divinity in it. Glorious 
Perſons are contained here. Burt there is a Vail of borrowed Names from inani- 
wate things upon them. It will /be worth your time, and patience to ſtay a 
while at this place, to ſearch into the Myſtery, totake off the Vail, and' diſco- 
ver the Beauty. | 

:. Irhink it will be plain to every underſtanding, that the bleſſed Spirit is 
figured by Mount Sjon, if you compare three Scriptures, Gal, 4. 26. Feruſa- 
lem above is free, which is the Mother of us all, Gal. 4. 28, 29. We Brethren 
ere rhe Children of the promiſe, as Iſaac. As therefore it was then, ſo it is now, 
he that is born after the Fleſh, perſecuteth him that is born after the Spirit. In 
the firſt of theſe verſes, Feruſalem above is ſaid to be the Mother of us all. In 
the Second theſe, All xs, are expounded to be the Children of Promiſe. In the 
Third verſe the ſame perſons are deſcribed by being born after the Spirit. This 
Phraſe of being born after the Spirit is fully explained by that of Feſus Chriſt, 
from whence it-ſcemeth to be taken, Foby 3. That which is born of the Fleſh, 

5 5 Fleſh : That which is born of the —_ 3s Spirit. T'o be born after the Spirit, 
and of he Spirit ſignifie both the ſame thing. Is it not then evident, that the 
Teruſalem - which is free, which is the mother of all the Spiritual Seed, is 
the Erernal Spirit, after which a Saint is born, that is, of this Spirir, and in the 
Image of this Spirit, where there is Liberty, 2. Cori. 4- 

Now lay the Third Scripture by theſe 90, Heb. 12. 22. We are come to 
Mount Sion, the Heavenly Hieruſalem, the City of the living God, to the Millions 
of Angels, the general Aſſembly, to the Church of the Fo orn written in Hea- 
wen, to the Spirits of juſt men made perfett, to God, to Feſus Chrift. Before, we 
ſaw Hieruſalem above,and the Spirit , now we ſee Mount Sion,and the Heavenly 
Hieruſalem to be the fame. Is it not. then an infallible demonſtration, that $07; 
and the Holy Spirit are One, as the Type, and the Truth? Can any other be the 
living City of the living God, where all the Holy Angels the Firſt-born of 
the Father, the Spirits of all Saints, as well on Earth, asin Heaven, Feſus Chriſt 
in his Mediatory ingdom,the Father upon the Throne of Judicature meet, 
and appear together :n the full liberty of Eternal Light, Love,and Joy ; beſides 
the Unity of the Spirit, which is the Sweet and Sacred band between the two 
Glorious Perſons in the Trinity, between all pure, Spiritual, Divine Beings a- 
bove-and below ? This is the Spring, and Immortal Sear of them all. 

2. Wehave in this place another Perſon ſet forth by this bright, and lovely 
CharaQter, che Perfettion of Beauty. We may diſcover our own Beloved, and 
Bridegroom the Lord Jeſus under this Title, if we bring to it the Lights of 


wo 
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two. other Spriptares ſhining like. this by. his Appearance in them. In Heb. 1. 
3. He nd the Brightneſs of. Glory," Is not this the ſame, as to ſay ; The 
PerfeStion of Beauty? 2, Corin.' 4.' 6. God hath ſhined in our hearts unto the 
Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of God in the Face,or Perſon of Feſus Chrift. 
Can Face anſwer Face in a Glaſs more exattly than theſe Two Scriptures an- 
ſwer one another ? In-both you have God, God ſhining : in one you have God 
ſhining from the PerfetFion of Beauty : in the other God ſhining with a Light of 
Glory im the Face, or Perſon of Chriſt,  God.in all the Creatures, whether they 
be Viſible, or Inviſible caſts forth Shadows only of Himſelf. Then be appear- 
eth in the PerfefFion of Beauty ; when he appeareth in the Perſon of Chrif as 
Light in the Body of. the Sun. . | | 

3- But why are theſe ro ſo joyned, as if they were the fame Thing, from 

Sion the perfettion. of Beauty ? I will not examine, whether we may not disjoyn 
them in reading, by putting in between them, azd, or i, Particles frequently 
underſtood ; from Sion, _ or iz the Perfection of Beauty God ſhineth, 
This needeth not. There is plainly a difference between the Engliſh, and the > . 
Hebrew. The Hebrew runneth word for word thus : From Sion, from the Per-. 

fefion of Beauty God bath ſhined. So you have the Three Perſons of the ever- 
blefled Trinity 4a diſtinguiſhed, and united in this ſhining of the God- 

Head. The Father ſhineth, from the. Spirit his holy hill of Sor, from the Per- 

fon of Chriſt, the Perfeftion of Beauty, : Theſe Two' Perſons are placed here, 
as One in Another, a Globe of Light in a" Globe of Light, and the Father 
fhining from them bath to awaken in us this great, and glorious Truth, that 
the Perſons of the Sacred Trinity have their PerfeCtion in cach other, and 
are ever undivided,” when they appear nakedly in their proper Forms. 'The 
whole Trinity is the Crown of Beauty upon every one of them. | 

In parti Teſus Chriſt never appears, as the Perfeion of Beauty, but 

_ \when he, and the Spirit appear both in One, 2 Cor. 3. from the 14th to the 

end you read of a vailupon the Face of Moſes, the Perſon of Chrilt in the 

Type ; then of a vail upon the Hearts of the Jews. 'Theſe are both the ſame 

yail. For the vail is never upon the Perſon of Chriſt properly, and ſimply,but 

upon the Eye of our Spirits; as the Cloud is never upon the Body of the Sun, 
but upon our Corporeal Kyes. For, as that doth in; the midſt of its world ; ſo 
doth the Perſon of Chriſt in the midſt of all things ever comprehend,and con- 
template himſelf, and all things,in the {imple and pure Light of his own naked 

Beauries, - But then in the ſame place we read, that the Vail is taken away in - 
Chriſt ; and where the Spirit of the Lord is there is Liberty ; that is, freedom 
from the Vail ; Chriſt is ſeen unvailed in his naked Glories.It is added ; Now the 
Lord is that Spirit. Then mention is made in the laſt verſe ; of beholding the 
Glory of the Lord with open Face ; that is, Eye to Eye, the naked Eye of our 

Souls to the naked Eye of his Beauties ; every Spirit being all Eye. The 
verſe 18 cloſed thus; as by the Spirit of the Lord, or more —_— to the Greek, 

as of the Lord the Spirit, Ee I have 
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ufiderftahdings, . and ractrovtes; that t7eſs Chriff "then only ſen in'his re 
Prr/on and ſhape,” without 2'Vail,” whett he-is ſeen in the 


and the'Spirit are ſen, a3 9w0 diffint Parſons # Ont. Sion, the T3pe*of the 
Spirit ſigmifieth Viſion. Hiernſalem the Figure of the fame Spirit, the Heawen- 
hy Hieruſulem is by interpretation the Heavenly Viſion of Heavenly Perfettion 
and Peuce. The Lord Fefss is the ParfetFion'sf Bemiity, the'Heavettly A army» 
ny of all things, the Pedce'of all 'Hearts, and Deſites. The Perſon of the \Sp+ 
rit is the Heavenly Viſion of 'this Heavenly Perfeftion, Oe OOO 
- By the way: obſerve, that the Holy "Gbifþ ſpeaks in this $0 Pſ77. of the 
Day of Judgment the Second, and laſt Comung,and Appearance of vitt To 
ww Saviour, after which he ſhall go away, and diſappear to more, See here, 
what manner of Appearance this is ; itt What State, itt whar Form the _ 
of Glory comes to the Marriage of hisBride, and to-ttign upon' the Earth. 
He'comes in a Spyritual, arid Dove Form," in'the Perfdy of 'the Spirit. The 
Eternal Spirit is #n anointing of Beauty wpon the whole Perſortbf- our Beloved, 
He api is a Sun of Beauty looking forth in the Perfon' of Spirit, Ne the 
Lord Feſus cometh in the Glory of all the Three Perſons ; the Father ſhineth 
:m the Perſon of the Sox ; the Sor fhinethin the Perſon of the Spirzt; all Three 
In One ſhine together-in the glorified Humanity of the Lord Fei all three 
glorifie that with themſelves ; Inhabiting; 'and ſHining forth round abowt- 
with a full _ of plory init, 'Figutiag themſelves in their Divineft Foros 
upon it ; overſhadowing #, and cloarhing it with the Brightneſſes of their 
own molt entire, and moſt naked Appearances. © _ 
'Thusis Feſus the Perfettion of Beauty. The Glory of the God-Head is 
now conſummate irt Him, when all the Thre Perſons appear quite unvailed iti 
his Perſon. You who love and wait for this Appearance of your Heavenly 
Bridegroom ; who ſee this day, which' his Spiritual Beauties make,and rejoyce 
to ſee it with a Joy unſpeakable, and glorious ; you, 'Who live in 'the ſiveet 
dawningsof this day upon you ; you, who have any thing of the Spirit of 
the Bride in-you ; cry continually ; Ewen ſo, [0 come quickly Lord Feſus in this 
Thrice-Beantiful, a ThriceBhff.d Appearance. De 
Thus the Perſon: of Chriſt is the Perfe1on of Beauty. 
Perfettion implyeth 3 Things. v. Clearneſs. 2. Compleatneſs 3. Com- 
prebenſtvencſs. i cu 
' 2, Clearneſs, That which is perfe, is pure, hath'no ſpot, or mixture of 
any thing Forreign. As every drop of Milk'is Milk : ſo + jar rt ſmal- 
teſt Point in the Perſon of Chriſt is Beauty. He is Beauty itfelf” in the ab/fraF, 
zn its ſimple Efſence. 'This Finite wor!d cannot fatisfie our defires, becauſe the 
are infinite. Behold here the Perſon of Chr, a world of Beauty, . and :nfs 
nite to. ternynate, and ſatiate your infinite defires. For every thing is bounded 


Spirit, when Chriſt 
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by another, oz by its Contrary 3 nothing by itſelf ; as Light by, DarknefgLife 
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and ſono boundth ſet a fopto-it ftrommultiplying irſelfenidleſly within irſelf;" 


their abſencerare the lame,cqually fall of theſame y,and Sweetneſs i him. 
g.1C n/ruendſs. The! Perfeftion'of- Beauty: compreliendeth all 'Beau- 


Flowers; of: Bodies; and Spirits, all flouriſlrogerher entineritly, and unfiding- 
| Iy in the Perſon of Chrif, which isthe Paradiſe of Godyand the Bed of Flows 
ers there." 3 & | ; i 6 lg | | 


ment of. 9pirir;./ who: bemoaneſt'thy {elf for ſore:defect; comfort thy ſelP 
concerring;:this:inthe Perfoiv of Chriſty God BYyai@ in'one place; to call alt 


Ee 2 You 


.. You, who-fiid your hearts captivated-by any thing loyely on Earth; come ' 
hither. Where the Perſon of Chriſt is ſeen, as he appears in the-Spirit, unvyail» 
ed ;there is Liberty ; the fulneſs of a Divine Beauty, the freedom of a Divine 
Love taking off from our hearts the Chains of every enſnaring, and enſlaving 
paſſion. Behold that which rhou loveſt, in Chriſt. the perfeQtion of ' Lovelinoſs, 
where it is trueſt, and ſweeteſt ; ſo love it in him, Behold Chrzſt beaurifying by 
his preſence every beautiful Object, like the Sun-ſhine on Flowers; ſo 4 | 
tum in it. | | A INEINEW 
Onefaid; if .a man know not the way to the Sea, let him follow: the courſe 

of a River. Every ſtream of Sweetneſs flows from: our Saviour,.and runs into. 
him, Let thy heart:accompany it in this'courſe, fo ſhall it be led by a pleaſant. 
Guide to Jeſus Chriſt. 'The nearer thou followeſt it to\Chrifts Perſon, the: lar- 
ger and fuller will the Sweetnels be, as a River near the Ocean; till itbe per- 
feed in him. þ 

; When thy heart breaketh over any departing Beauty, or dying Sweetnefs: 
in « Friend, Child, Wife or Life," then think upon the 'Compreben/iveneſ5: of 
Chriſts Beauty, which holds all other Beauties in itzas Heaven doth the: Angels. : 
Solowmon.laith in Eccleſiaſtes, When man azeth, the body” goeth ito the Duſt, from 
whence it came ;, the Spirit to God, who gave is. Each thing returns. to us Orig» 
nal, to the Element from whence it is taken, and off which it is ever a part. 
Darkneſs ſmks dawn into the Pit of Darkneſs: the Spivit, which is the Light, 
Life, Sweetnelſs every where, every Spark, and Image of Divinity re-aſcends, 


Fg 


and retreats into the Boſom of | the firſt Image of , God, which is Chriſt. Exch ' 


pleafantnefs, each beam of lovelineſs, is a glance, and-ſparkle of 'this Eternal 
Image of Eſſential Beauty, which enfoldeth all things, and mingleth itſelf with, 
all things.” That which thou calleſt the fading of any Sweetnefs dear unto thee, 
1s only the haſting of the loving fixeam to its beloved Sea ; the diſappearing o 
the bright flame of Life into the glorious Brightneſs of its unſeen Element.. 
'Thou ſayſt; it is now dying, now dead, when it is emptying itſelf mto theO- 
cean of Beautzes ; retreating into the pure, and incorrupttble Element of Beaus: 
ty, the Bleſſed Perſon of Chrift. Cleaveto ir in this view. of it, caſt thy ſelf 
with it-into theſe ſecret, and facred depths of Life, and Lovelineſs ; fo ſhalt 
thou never loſe it, or thy ſelf, fave by being both together ſwallowed up-into 
the perfeQion of Beauty, the Eternal Treafury of all Beauties, Fefws Chriſt. 

I have now hniſhed the Ot Regſons of the Fairneſs of Chriſt above all 
things ; the Original, the Pexfet:on of Beauty in his Perſon. Before I-paſs to 
the other T0 Reaſons, let us look down a httle upon our ſelves, ' and make 
ſome application of theſe Beauties, which: we. have ſeen in the Perſow of our 
.Eord, to our own Perſons, toenlighten the Darkneſſes, and redreſs the defor- 
mities there. | | 

Uſe. 1.. 4 Camtion. Let us take heed, that we make no inference, take no 
encouragement from the Lovelineſs of Chriſt ro make our ſelves unlavely. in 
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his Eye,to defile his Spouſe in our ſelyes, ro ſtain his Glory by Senfuality, Luſk, 
or any preſumptaous Sin. Our Saviour now dying faith to his Father of his 
Diſciples : I ſan#ify my ſelf, that they alſo may' be ſanttified, John 17. . fe- 
ſas Chriſt put off in Death every thing of Earth, and Fleſh. He lifteth himſelf 
up by his Croſs into Glory ; that he may preſent himſelf aga 'to the Eye of * 
our Spirits in the Spiritual, and Heavenly Brightneſs of the Divine Form, and 
Glory ; that he may baprtize us into the ſame Sea of his Blood, and into the 
fame whiteCloud of his ownSpiritualBeauries ; that we alſo by him may die to 
the Fleſh, and live with him in the Spirir. Hath Jeſus Chriſt to rhis 'end made 
himſelf: higher thars the Heavens, Heb. that our Hearts, and Lives ſhould be 
low and vile, as the Earth ? Ishe aſtendedabove all the Angels, all the Princi- 
palities, and Powers of Light, that we ſhould become like Beafts, and yield 
our Bodies, and Spirits Inſtruments to the Principalities and Powers of the 
Darkneſs of this World, and of Hell ? 
s Is there any hope of 'renewing ſach a Perſon by words, who thus turneth 
the righteſt, and pleafanteſt words of the Lord Jeſus, and his Beauties unto 
yan 490% to vain, and filthy Luſts, tro Corruption ? Is any more to be done, 
but to: leave him to-that Dreadful, and light Maran Atha ; which is by 
interpretation, The Lord cometh ; to the Perſon of Chriſt himfelf in his own 
immediate Appearances, when thoſe glorious and. unexpreſſible Beauties of the 
Spirit,and God-Head,in which he ſhall appear, fhall be Flames of Fire burning, 
upon, and conſuming every Earrhly,Fleſhly Principle,or Spirit in every Form. 
EU. 2. 4 Conoution of the Evilof Sin, which blindeth us to the fight of 
this Beauriful, and Bleffed Perfon of our Lord Feſus. How ſhould we all curſe 
to the Pit of Hell, from'whence it aroſe, thar ,or Enchantment, if any 
had ſuch force to change the Sun into Sack-ctoath, or hinder it from ſhining 
any more upon the Earth? How much worſe thana Grave would ir make the 
whole world, when we ſhould have eyes open, and no Light ? Far greater is 
that miſchief, which the Devil workerh by Sin. By the charm of this world,. 
which he raifeth, asan Apparition, and Lying Image from Hell,together with 
the Luſts, which he awakeneth by it, he taketh away from us the glorious 
Light of Chriſts Perſon ten thouſand times brighter, ſweeter, and of more con- 
ſequence to us, than the Sun in Heaven, 2 Corin. 4. 4. By this means all our 
faculties are, as fo many Eyes continually awakened, continually benighted 
with the blacknefs of Darkneſs, deluded with empty Shadows, and difappoin- 
ted of the beloved Subſtance. So are our Spirits wandring in an everlafting 
Darkneſs, tormented night and day with the fire of their own reſtleſs, eager, 
and unſatisfied deſires ; white Teſes Chriſt their only Light, and Food is hid 
from them under-the Cloud of their Corruptions. 
Take heed efpecially of rhree Sims 3 of Covetonſneſs ; Uncleamnefs ; Enmity. 
1. Take heed of Coverouſneſs, Mat. 6. 22, Our Saviour warneth his 
Diſciples to-take- heed, what they made their Treaſure, becauſe where the 'Trea- 
| {ure 
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ſure is, there the Heart will be; . 2.1. The beloved Qbjedt- ircefictibly draxw- 
eth d 5 Heart to itlelf, and transformeth'it. into.utſelf, as Seed doth the y round. 
in which,t 1s ſown. The. Eye, faith Cos is the Light 4 the Body. Fr thine; 
Eye, be ſingle, thy, phole, Body ſhall be full of Fight, Bu { thine Eye be evilghy 
whole. Bedy ſhall, be fi ull of- Dark: > ayd 4 hg Tg 
neſs, how great is that Darkneſs? whole $oul, and every Spirit is. an Eye, 
The underſtanding isan Eye of Light; the Will is an Eye of Love. The 
fame word for the ſubſtance of it in the Hebrew Ggnifies an Eye, and a,Fow: 
rain. "The Ohjeft is the Light of this Eye, which ſhed abroad init the Beams, 
of,.n Light, Sweetnck, and Influence. Thoſe arcthe waters. ſpringing ug, in; 
Lis, F.OunIAln. 93% Agrabnat; of  oncd vilts off bas wa 
' The /mole Eye in the Language of the Scrj ture is thegood, the liberal,Jar 
open E j The Eye is ſingle from its Object, _—_ it hath fixed a > 
in it that ſingle ObjeCt, which is truly and eternally One ; when it: looketh 
ypon all things only as they are comprehended in, this Unity. This. is ſuch a 
fnglenefs, ſuch a ſimplicity, that the Eye, and the Obje&t are both One; the 
Supream, and Eternal Unity 1s bath the Eye and the Obje& in this Spirit; and 
ſo the Foungain, which goeth forth from; its own Egden,maketh the Soul a Paxar 
diſe, and watereth the whole Body, — _.. © 7 OREN 
'The Ewil Eye is a contratted, divided,narrow,covetous,envious,malicious Eye: 
Feware O man,that the things of this world,that this world: be not ,in thine 
Eye. As Jeſus Chriſt is the Image of the Inviſible God:. ſo is this World, the 
Image of. its God, the Deyjl, the.Prince of Darkneſs, by. which he becomes 
vilible to thee, enamoureth thy Soul, ſerteth himſelf: in thine Eye, and, thine 
Heart, with. all his Hells, and Fixes hid within this Cloud, And; now. aj black- 
neſs. of, Darkneſs. big with a dreadful Tempeſt, of Wrath dwelleth withia thee, 
and covereth. all things round about thee, = 
But if, Feſus Chriſt be the Object of thy Love, hewill be as a Divine Sun 
in. the,Center, and midſt of thy Spirit, powring forth a great plenty of. rich, 
and glorioys Beams thorow, all parts, every point of thy. Soul, thy; Body,every 
thing round about thee. Now all things:ſhall be to. thee one entige,and beaut- 
ful Body.of Divine Light. | dtd. to 2du;1 
; Indeed, the, world compared with. the greats and gjorious, world of. Light, 
ar d: Beauty. inthe Perſon of Ch//,is as a;Mote in the Sun, Bur if. this: Mate 
be in thine Eye, it will deprive thee of the ſight of this Sun. | 
| 2. Take heed of Uncleapneſs. St.Fude,v, 2.2. teacheth us.to bate the Gar- 
ment. ſpetted withthe Fleſh. The Holy Spirit ſeemeth here to repreſent; a, Saint 
after this, manner ; 7eſws Chriſt in the inward, and: Spiritual Man, asa;Sun ſhi- 
ning in Heaven ; Theoutward and, natural, Man, asa Garment of, Light ſent 
forth from this Sun, thorow.which the Sug itſelf is.ſeen in every. point of it, 
As often as. any unclean thought, or fleſhly Imagination ariſeth. in us, this, be- 


comes a ſpot upon our Garment, Now the Whne is turned into Blackneſs of 


Dark- 
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Parkaek, the Bebaty into Burnitig, the Face of Chriſt; and' of 'F{laven: nie 
clowded; and appear a mote; © OO th 24 
| _—— the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God, ith out Saviour, 'Mats.'5. 
All 'vition deperideth” upon the-ſuitableneſs between'the Eye; and the Object. 
All feaſe in every kind of things proceedeth from the ſuitableneſs between cach 
Facalry and: its'proper Object. Suitableneſs is the viſible Image, and effe&- of 
an bidder Unity, and awakeneth that, as the Sun doth its owni-Seminal' verrues 
inthe Earth, which Tprivg upinto all manner of Plants, Flowers, and Fruits. 
The pure Beauries of Chyſts Perſon are ſeen only by #- pure Eye, which 
Eyes theliving Image of the fame Perſon oh a, the fartie Spirity 
and awakened in us by the Appearances of that Glory. Thete is a Three-fold 
Purity ; Moral ; Lon ; Evangelical. _— 

If we would ſee the Trhage of God in the viſible Frame” of Natute, which 
is the Perſoh of Chriſt ih-its Shadow ; we muſt be baptized into the B/ood, that 
18,1nto the /Principle, and Spirit of this Image; we muſt be waſhed in'rhis' La- 
ver from all the groſs difordets, and pollutions of 'the Fleſh unto a Moral Puri- 
ty. If we would ſee the Divine Tmage' ſhining in the midft of the ItitelleCtual, 
Angelical, Invifible-things of 'Nature, which is the Perſon of Chrift in its 
Pitiure ; letus baptize our ſelves into the Blood, that 1s into the Spirit and Prin-- 
ciple of - this Image. Let us in-this Spring waſh off, by the Fire upsn the Altar 
offer up:all ſnſitive Forms,which ' isrhe Sacrifice of Beaſts,that our Spirits may 
be like the: vail of the Tabernacle having Cherwbims, the'Forms of Invifible,. 
and Heavenly things'only formed upon them. "This 1s our legal Pwurity. 

But would' we ſee that Image of rhe inviſible God,. which is ifelf/ inviſible 
to every Natural Eye, of Men, and Angels ? Would we ſee,not the Shadow; 
the PiFure, but the Brightneſs of Glory ; the Perſon of Chriſt in the Life un- 
vailed? We muſt then be baptized into the Blood ,. the Spit, the 
Principle of this Eternal, Eſſential Image of God. "Fhis alone cam-parify the 
Heavenly Things themſelves, Heb. This alone can waſh out the impreſſion and 
ſimilirude of eyery Creature in its Natural State, that the uncreated" Glory, 
which'alone is-the ire Heaven, and lies hid under the other, as a Diamond 
in a heap of rubbiſh may ſhine forth. This1s our Evangelical Purity, arid our - 
Evangelical Viſion of God in the Perſon of Chriſt. SY | 

When thou art come never ſo little paſt the /uffs of the Fleſh ; thou ſhalt 
meet with him, whom thy Soul loveth, Feſus Chriſt in his Shadow. This will 
be an Earthly Paraiiſeto thee ſpringing up thorow thy body;thy ſenſes,all-vſt- 
ble things round about thee. When thou art come never ſo little paſt the' Fleſh 
itſelf, and all Appearances of things in that; rhou ſhalt meer with him, whom 
thy Soul loveth, in a lively, lovely P:#ure, thy 7eſtes in the 'Form'of art Anged, 
All that was dear to thee, and preſent with thee mthe dark ſhadow, thouſhatr 
now ſee again with gain, and enjoy in the bx;ght Peffure, "Thy Earthly Para-- 
dife ſhall be grownup, transformed, and enlarged with thee into a Heawver off 
£ LIUBELS: . 
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Angels. When thou art come never fo hitle paſt theſe Watchmen themſelves, 
the Angels, without the walls of the City of this-whole. Creation';-. thou ſhalt 
meet with him, whom thy Soul loves;the Lord Jeſus in his naked,living, and 
eternal Beauties. Here thou ſhalt ſee the L:ght of Life far above all Shadows 
and Pi&ures, enlarging itſelf to take in, and comprehend them alſo. Not only 
the Perſons, and Things repreſented 1n thoſe lower Scenes, and Forms: but the 
Scenes, and Forms themſelves appear again,. and appear eternally in this laſt 
and higheſt opening of the Myitery of God. Not only that Roſe,' which was 
the Treaſure hid in the Seed, the Sta/k, the Leaf, the Thorn, ſheweth irſelf full 
blown in all its Beauties, and Sweetneſles, - but that Seed; Sraik;each Leaf; 
every thing of the Roſe-Tree ; every duſt of the Earth round abour it, isnow 
a Diſtin&# Roſe. 'This 1s the Roſe of Sharen our Rye ſcen,as he is,the vail taken 
off in the Goſpel by rhe Holy Spirit. Follow after Holineſs in all degrees of it, 
that you may ſee this 7eſus, as he aſcends thorow all Degrees of * 5m Fly 
from every degree of uncleanneſs which will be a ſpot upon your Garments, 
that the Beauties of Chrift cannot ſhine in them, neither in your outward,and 
Earthly, or your Inward, Angelical Garment. 

3- Beware of Enmity. The Holy Gho#t ſaith; « Fobn. He that hateth his 
Brother, walketh in darkneſs until now. Every Saint, every Man, every Crea- 
eure, each Providence is our Brother, as it 1s the work of God, the Birth of 
God by Feſus Chriſt, and beareth the Image of him, who is the W3/dows of 
God. All Haired is a Twin-birth with Darkneſs. Both ariſe immediately out 
of the departure and ſeparation from the Unity, which is the womb, from 
whence ſpring together that Bleſſed Pair, Light and Love. All Enmity and Ha- 
tred beſides that, which is the loving, and lovely oppoſition of Love itſelf to 
Hatred, and Enmity,'s the ſeed of the Serpent, out of which himſelf ariſeth, 
and by which he prcpagateth his Serpentine brood. The fews fay in their Pro- 
werbs; The Spirit of God refteth not upots an Angry, or aſad Man. While thy 
Soul is wrapt up in a black Cloud of Malice, or toſſed with any Tempeſt of 
wrath, the Sun of Lie, the Glorious Perſon of thy Saviour, which is all an 
immortal Flame of Love appeareth not to thee,neither can it be feen by thee, 
all whoſe Lovelineſles are the Beauties, and Beams of Love. 

Rom. 3. 24. Teſus Chrift is called the Propitiation. This was in the 'Ta- 
bernacle and Temple the Golden Mercy-Seat, on which God fat between the 
Cherubims, and talked with Moſes. In alluſion to this we read of the Throne of 
Grace, Heb. 4. 16. The Perſon sf. Chriſt in his Heavenly Form is the Pro- 
pitiation, the Golden Mercy-Seat, the Throne of Grace, the Throne of Love, of 
the freeſt, ſweeteſt, pureſt Love, If you ſtreighten a Flame, and bar it from its 
Liberty of extending, and dilating itſelf, you extinguiſh it, and loſe at once its 
Light, and Heat. It. you contract the Love of Chrif#f in you by Wrath, or 
Enmity, you make your ſelf uncapable of the ſweet Light of his Appearan- 
ces, and of the Heavenly Heat of his Graces, and Confolations. While there 
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is among you {trife, angers malice, murmurings, whiſpering, hard thopights, 
| evil ſpeaking, or any fuch thing ; Heaven is not now open, upon you, neither 
do you ſee Feſus, as he comes up out of the Baptiſm of his Sufferings 1into a 
Relurre&tion of Glory withthe Eternal Spirit in the Form of a Dove, 'in a 
Form of Love reſting upon him. | | | 

The Prieſts in the Temple were Morning and Evening to trim the Lamps 
in the Golden Candleſtick by pouring in freſh Oil, rhat the Light might not 
go out by day, nor by might. Your Perſons,O ye Saints, are the | ps Ec: 
Spiritual and Divine part the Golden Candleſtick, the Heavenly Perſon of 
your beloved is the Light in the Lamps of th's Candleſtick. If you would pre- 
ſerve this Light of Glory continually thining in you, be continually pouring 
in from that veſſel of Love, the Heart of the Father, freſh Love, which is 
the Golden Oyl of the Spirit, in which the Life, and Light of theDivine Na- 
rure burneth, and ſhinerh eternally. 

But to conclude my diſcourſe concerning theſe Three Sins. 

The Scripture faith ; Coverouſneſs is Tdolatry. We make an Idol of every 
Image befides the Lord Fe/us alone, which we ſet up in our Hearts, as real,and 
excellent to bow down our Soulsto it by our eſteem,and affection. Every Idol 
hath its Devil in it. St. Paul faith plainly ; 1/hat the Gentiles Sacrifice to Idols, 
they Sacrifice to Devils. You cannot eat of the Table of the Lerd, which is his 
Glorified Perſon, to feaſt upon the Delicacies of his Beauties ſet before your 
Spirits there, and eat of the Tableof Dewils,which is this world ; to feed upon 
the Dainties of the Fleſh here. You cannot drink of the cup of the Lord,wihich 
is his Spirit, to take in the Wine of Spiritual Sweetnefſes from this,and drink 
of the Cup of Devils, which is the Spirit of this World, to ſwallow down the 
riches, and pleafant things of that. | 

2 Pet. 2. 13, 14. We readof Spots at the Feaſts of the Saints, who are 
thoſe that have Eyes full of Adultery. St. Fude expoundeth thoſe Feaſts to be 
Feaſts of Charity, that 1s, Love-Feafts, which were joyncd with the Supper of 
the Lord. The Appearances of Chrifts Per{cn in the Viſible, Angelic.l, Divine 
Images,are our ſeveral Love-Feofts.An adulterous Eyc inthe moral ſenſe,which 
looketh upon any viſible Object after an undue manner, is a Spoz upon the 
Firſt Love: Feaſt. The adulterous Eye in a legal ſenſe, which looketh upon an 
Fleſhly, or viſible Figure of things, is a S7ct upon the Seccnd. The adulte- 
rous Eye, which fetteth its Love upon Created Forms on Earth,or in Heaven, 
134 Spct upon the Laſt, and beſt L: ve-Feaſts. All thefe ©r25s are Clouds. upon 
the Perſon, and ſtairs upon the Beauty of Chriff, which at once diſhonour 
and grieve him, Carken and dehle us, making vs unworthy, and uncapable- of 
his bleficd Appearances to us. | ; | 
As an «Quiterous Eye of Luft, fo the blood-ſhot Eye of Wrath is unable to 
look upon this Heavenly Object, or to bear the brightneſs of his Glory. 

I will wind up ths Le with this folemn adjuration, and charge: If there 
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be fiich a Perſon &s our Feſas ; if this Perſon have fuch unſtarchable 'Trea- 

ſures of Beauty, and Joy in it ; if the preſence, and appearance of this King 

in his Beauty, as a Bridegroom, as a Spiritual Sun in the hearts of the Saints be 

no dream, or fancy, but the very Spirit, and Truth, and Life of the Goſpel ; I 

adjure, and charge you, all his Saints, by the Hinds, and Roes of the Field,by 

the lovely Perſon of your Chriff, by the pleaſantneſs of his Appearances in 

you , that laying afide Covetonſneſs ; * caſting away all Filrhineſs both 

of Fleſh, and Spiriz ; putting off all Wrath, Malice, Envyings, and 

evil ſpeakings, yau fix your Eye upon, fill your Souls with the Beautiful, and 

bleſſed Perſon of the Lord Jeſus. }This is your own Fountain. Drmk waters 

from this Fountain alone. Behold your ſelves, one another, all things in the 

Light of this Perſer;, of theſe Beauties, as they lie here, as they are compre- 

hended in this faireſt, greateſt, and moſt Divine Image of all Lovelineſs. Chrif 
is the Truth, 'The Appearance of things in the ſweer Light of his lovely Per- 
ſon is True, This is that Truth, which if you walk 1n it, ſhall dwell with you 

for ever, ſhining with a precious, and living luſtre in the darkeſt places of Sor- 

row, or Death. In this Truth live ar peace, live in love within your felves, with 

one another, with all things. So the God of Peace,and Love ſhall be with you. 
Amen. | 

Reaſ. 3. I now come to the Third Reaſon of the Dorine,our Lord Feſus #; 
the faireſt of all things, becauſe be hath all the parts of Beauty compleat, and en- 
tire in his Perſon. That work with my own Spirit, and with all Spirits, which 

is my deſign, and delight, is to woo them for Chriſt, and eſpouſe them, as chaſt 

Virgins to Chriff. Eccleſ. 12.10. We read, that the Preacher ſought out accepta- 
ble words, and the ords,hich he found out Tere upright. Solomon was a figure 
of Chriſt in glory, King in the Hieruſalem above. This Glorious Perſon 
is | the Preacher, the Text ,.and the Sermon. Acceptable wcrds in the 
Original Language are words of delight, as you may ſee in the Margin. If ever 
it be fit ro feek out pleaſant, and delightful words ; it ison this Subject, 
when we treat of the Lord Feſus, and his Beautics, If ever it be neceſſary 
to, take care to ſpcak right words; it is now, when we ſpeak of him, whoſe 
Perſon is the Center, from which all the lines of the Goſpel, of Evangelical 
Truths, Graces, Comforts, Glories, Spirits are drawn; into which they all run ; 
in which they all meet. My endeavour therefore 1s, that all my diſcourſes may 
be' ſteps from one Scripture to another, that by the explications, and applica- 
tions of theſe I may enlighten\your minds to the {;ght, and warm your affeCtio 
ons to the love of theſe Bleſſed and Heavenly Beauntes. 

There are four Parts, of which all Beauty confilteth ; 1. Variety. 2. Har- 
mony in the variety. 3. Light in the Harmony. 4. Life in that Light. Theſe 
four meet all eminently, and tranſcendently, in the higheſt degree in the Perſe 
of our Saviour. 

t. 'There is all variety in the Perſon of Chriſt. Coloſ. 1, 19. It pleaſ 
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ed the Father, that in him all fulneſs ſhould dwell. Obſerve how St. Paul 
cometh to this total Sum at the foot of rhe Account, to this Conclution of © all 
Fulneſs in Chriſt. From the 15th wv. to this you have the whole Compals of 
Things in Nature, Grace, and Glory. From the 15:h to' the 1:87þ you have 
the Circuit of Naturein the full extent of the Creation with its Creator. Firſt 
there is God, as he is the Author of Nature. Teſs Chriſt is the Image of the 
Inviſible God ; v. 15. Then you have the whole Creation. He ws the Finft-' 
born of every Creature; or of all the Creaticn. The Firſt-born is the Excellency 
of Dignity, the Excellency of Strength. Every Creature is in Chriſt, as in the 
Excellency of the Divine Strength, inits Divine Roat, Power, Life, Verttie; 
asin the Excellency of the Divine Dignity ;, in its Divine Form, Beauty and 
Fruit. Asour Lord Feſzs is the Image of the Inviſible God, 1o the whole Cre- 
ation lieth in him, as in a Glorious Fountain-Head, in a Beautiful Womb, in 
a Beautiful Pattern, in one entire Form of Beauty. As our Lerd Feſws is the 
Firſt-born of every Creature; fo each Creature is ſeen diſtin@ly in Him, and 
he appeareth diſtintly in each Creature, in its Primitive, Pure, Pargdifical 
State. 

In the zext place you have this General drawn down into Particulars, the 
Heaven, and the Earth ; the Viſible, the Inwifible things of the Creature ; 
Angels with all their Orders ; all comprehended in the Light of Chrif's 
Beauties, like the living Creatures in the White Sheet let down out of Heaven 
to St, Peter, as he prayed on the top of the houſe. All are For, By, In Him; 
v.27; 

Laſtly, For a cloſe you have all the Forms of Nature, like Flowers of Silk 
in a Garment of Needle-work, ſhining together in the Perſon of Chriſt; v. 19. 
We read in the latter part of that verſe, All things fub/ſit by him. It ism 
Greek word for word, All things have ſubſiſted together in him. As Beams of 
Light ſtand in the Sun, and our of the Sun; ſuch a Sun is Jeſus Chriſt, ſuch 
a Viſible Image of the Inviftible God at rhe Head of the Creation, i which, 
and owt of whichall the Creatures ftand ; like a Bright, and myſterious knot 
of Millions of Diſtinct Beams : As a great and freſh Picture taken from the 
Life made up of many leſs Pi&tures, which ſtand in it, of which, ſeveral Co- 
pies are taken from itſelf, and Copy from Copy: So is our Beloved the firff 
born of every Creature, in which all the Creatures fubſift together in their pro- 
per Diſt inf{ons, and their Univerſal Harmony. 

After this firſ# Circuit of Nature, St. Paul paſſeth to the ſecond Circuit of 
Grace, v.18. Here alſo all things appear i Chrift, as their firſt Principleand 
their proper Habitaticn, Jude. "Ihe Garden of All, the diſtin& Roor, and 
Flower of each Spiritual Plant. He is the Head of the Church ; the Beginning, 
the Principle ; the firf-born from the Dead. 

Both theſe Circuits St. Paul bringeth into one Divine Circle of Chrifs Glee 
revs Perſon, like two diſtinct and pleaſant Apartments, one excelling L_—_ 
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in Riches, Greatnefs, and Beauty, within the fame Palace, in which all the 
pleaſures of the God-Head, and of the Father, lie. Fer it pleaſed the Father 
that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell, v. 19. | 

Thus we ſee how St., Paul bringeth all fulne through all Generals, and 
Particulars of things every where into Felzs Chriſt, like the Silver and Gold 
out of all the Mines of Nature, and Grace, refined, and faſhioned by the 
Hand of a curious Workman, the Divine Spirit into one Jewel, 

Behold ! All Fulnef, the Fulneſs of all Kinds and Degrees; AI Fulnef,, 
the Fulneſs of all Thimgs, Inviſible, and Viltble; Angels, and Men ; Hea- 
ven, and Earth; Fleſh , and Spirit; God, and the Creature; A!l Fulncf, 
the Fulneſs of all Srares, Light, and Darkneſs; Honour and Diſhonour ; 
Pain, and Pleaſure; the Griefs of all Sufferings, the Joy of all Glories; the 
deepeſt Guilt of Sin ; the brighteſt Crown of Righteouſnefs ; He was made Sin 
for ws, that we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him; Lite, Death , 
the Reſurre&ion from the Dead, Immortality ; "The Earth with its nether- 
moſt parts, the. Heavens with all the Heights above them; in a word, Love 
and Wrath with all their Changes,” and Drefles; All Fullne/s dwelleth toge- 
ther in Feſes Chriſt. \ 

O the Greatneſs of tne Majeſty, and Fulnefs\of this Heavenly Perſon ! Fob 
faith of W//dow, which is one of the names of Chriſt, Job. 11. v. 6. The Se 
crets of Wiſdom ; it s double to that which ws. "The Perſcn of Chriſt 1a the Se- 
crets of its Spiritual Treaſures, containeth all things, which are, and appear 
in the Light and Eye of the Creature; and beſides theſe which are Coptes., 
their Origma!s. Thus is it double to that which is; having in uſelf the Shadow, 
and the Subſtance; the Piiture, and the Life ; whereas all that zs , 1s Shadow, 
and Pi#ure only. "The Platoniſts call Secondary, and created Beings ; 07, 
Beings; the Original they call "Ey, ani 5megv, an Unity above all Being. But 
Fob going on to ſpeak of Jeſus Chriſt, addeth ; Carft thou find out the Al- 


mighty to Perfefttion? v. 7. As high as Heaven, deeper than Heil ; v. 8. The 


Meaſure thereof is longer than the Earth, broader than the Sea. That 1s obferv- 
able; The Divine #/:/dow ealled alſo the Almighty, is as high as Heaven; but 


\ deeper than Hell, His Heights are all Heavens ; and his Depths are Heaven 
* below Hell itſelf. What are the Dimenſions, what arc the Comprehenſions 


of this Spiritual Perſon? It is the Heaven of Heavens for height of Glory. 
It ſtretcheth the Compaſs of its everlaſting Beauties and ſweetneſles, beneath 
Hell itſelf, comprehending that in its Depths,amidſt the precious things of its 
ſacred deep below. Its Meaſure extendeth beyond both Earth and Sea in all 
their Literal and Myſtical Images. As the Earth hangeth in. the midſt of 
the Air; as the Air moveth in the boſom of Heaven : So Earth, Hell, Sea, 
Air, Heaven, and all live, move, and have thcir Being in this moſt high 
Perſon , and Spirit. O the Greatneſs of the Majeſty , and Fulneſs of 
Chriſt ! | 

| I think 
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1 think not fit to paſs over this Pay? of our Saviours Beauty, the variety in 


' him, without Two Notes; one of the happineſs of Believers; the other of the 


Unhappinels of Sinners. | 

I. ME Nee How happy are they, who are perſuaded in'their hearts totruſt 

in Feſus Chriſt and by faith to abidein him? They dwell together with,and 
in all Fulneſs.” When they travel through the valley of Baca, of Weeping 3 
they go from Strength to a from one part of the Variety, from one 
Beauty,in the Perſon of their Beloved to another; So they ſee, the God of Gods 
in Sion ; the open face, and full Beauries of their Bridegroom in the Unity of 
His eternal Perſon, and Spirit in every form of things. Every Pt the deep- 
eſt, and darkeſt is hlled with Divine Peauties in him, and his Fulneſs, 
 Plal. 139.v. 6. David cryeth out; This Knowledge x too wonderful for 
me. The Name, that is, the Perſcn of Chrift is Emmanucl, that is, God with 
zis, Mat. 1.v. 23. God inhabiting all Forms of things, that all Fulnels may 
dwec!] ia him, and ſo he may be with a Believer, a Believer with him every 
where, atallrimes. David was in this Contemplation of Chriſt's Perſen, and 
ravithed with it ; Thow compaſſeſt my path; v. 3. Thou haſt beſet me behind and 
before, v. 6. Tam encompatlled, and ſhut in with thy Perſon behind, and be- 
fore, from Ecrernity to Eternity; in every Form of Darkneſs, or Light; 
Earthly, or Heavenly. I am ſtil with thee. All thefeare Varieties only in 
thee. It is thy ſelf, thy Perſon, beſetteth, compaſſeth, comprehendeth me , 
and my way in them all. O Believers, when you ſee Feſzes Chriſt in the leaſt 
glance of His Perſon with the ſame Eye of Light, and Love, as David ſaw 
hin} with ; do not you alſo meet with wonders of Delight, and Glory,which 
are too great for your Hearts, AﬀeCtions, or Underſtandings to takein? Do 
not the loweſt, and leaſt things ſeen in him, appear to you as Divine 
Wonders, with ſuch a height of Light in them, as no created Eye can 
reach, 

But David caught up into the view, and Embraces of eſa in his Heaven- 
ly Form proceedeth in his-Rapture; Whither ſhall T go from thy Spirit, or whi- 
zher ſhall I flez from thy Preſence, Face, or Perſon? v. 7. The Spirit, and the 
Preſence, or Perſon of Chriſt are here both one, to teach us, that this Perſon, 
and Preſence of our Saviour, in which he 1s the ſame, yefterday, to day, and 
for ever , in His Appearances to the Saints under the Law, under Grace, in 
Glory isentirely Spiritual, a pure Spirit. If T aſcend up into Heaven, thou art 
there ;, if I make my Bed in Hell, bebold thau art there; v. 8. Hell in Hebrew, 
and Greek {ignifies no more than the Grave, or the State of the Dead. Tr is 
added.un Hebrew, Behold ! Thou ! Theſe words, art there, are put in by the 
Trayſlatours, as you may ſee by the Change of the Letter. If I rake the wings 
of the Morning, and dwell in the uttermoſt parts of the Sea, v.g. even there 
ſhall thy hand lead me, and thy right Hand ſhall hold me, v. 10. If I ſay the 
Darkneſs ſha# cover me, even the Night (ball be light round about me; v.17. 
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Yea the Darkneſs bideth not from thee; but the Night ſhineth as the Day; the 
Darkneſ 9 Light areboth alike to thee, v. 12. Thele laſt words too are ad- 
ded ; to thee. 
 Gothy wayes, O Belieyer! O beloved Spouſe 'of this Heavenly Lover ; 
fay to him with the fame tongue, in the ſame language of Light, and Love, 
as David doth: Wherever I fly or fall, I am ever encompailed with, ever 
wrapt up in thy Spiritual, and Glorious Perſon, as my Heaven, as the Air of 
my Life, O my Beloved ! If I fly, it is in the face of theſe Brightnefles ; If I 
fall, I lie in the Boſom of theſe Beauties. When I aſcend up into Heaven, be- 
hold thou art there. Heawey, is, as a great Room of State, and Pleaſure in the 
Divine Building of thy Perſon. The Light of this is all the Glory ; the Love, 
and Lovelineſs of this are all the Treaſures, and feaſts of Joy there. The ſe- 
veral Appearances of thoſe *Diſtin& Varieties in thy Perſon, ſhooting forth 
themſelves like Beams with a Divine Luſtre, Warmth, and Life, make al! the 
Angels in Heaven. The Aſſembly of Glorified Saints is the Fruitfulneſ5, and 
Fulaeſ of thy Perſon; firlt thy Birth, and then thy Bride; like Eve to Adam 
in Paradiſe; the Heavenly Eve to the Laſt Adam in the Heavenly Paradiſe ; 
thy ſelf multiplying it ſelf, that it may have a meet Help for it ſelf to be the 
Obje& of all its Loves, the Subject of all its Joys, the Mother of all Living. 
What have I in Heaven beſides thee ? Pl. 73. 25. Thy Perſon filleth all thoſe 
ſhining, and ſmiling Forms of things in Heaven. "They are all the Beauties 
in thy Face ; the ſmiles in thine Eye. | 
If I die, behold thee! Death itſelf is firſt an extaſie of Lowe, in which thou 
overſhadoweſt me, in a moment ſnatching me out of the Light of this world 
into the ſweet, and everlaſting Light of a far greater, and more Bleſſed world, 
thy Perſon. Then is it an extafie of foy to find the fame feſws cloathed with 
the ſame white, and ſhining Rayment in the Grave, as I beheld him in Hea- 
ven. The Grave becomes a Bed, and that Bed thy Boſom, Luke 16. 22. The 
Begger ded, and was carried by Angels into Abrahams Boſoms : the rich man al- 
fo dieth, and is buried. That which the Grave 1s to the rich man, that to the 
Begger, to the pooreſt Saint, is the Boſom of Feſus, figured by Abraham, in 
whom he lay hid, as the Seed of Eternity. Ere I was aware, my Soul made 
me, as the Chariots of Aminadab ; Cant. 7. Aminadab is my Princely Peo- 
ple ; a Charior of Angels of Glorious Spirits. This is the manner of the Death 
of Chriſts Spouſe: Ere ſhe is aware her Soul ſetteth her upon, or rather itſelf 
becometh to her aChariot of Angels, where ſhe fitteth upon a Golden 'Throne 
of Love, encompaſſed with Curtains of Light, and ſo is tranſported in the 
ewinkling of an Eye into the Arms of her Beloved ; her whole way itſelf 
lying inthe ſame embraces, which are the end of her way ; and thoſe Angels 
being the varieties, and the movings of thoſe Fulneſſes of beauties in the Brede- 
grooms Perſon, which 15 the ſame Spring, and Reſt of love in them all. 
Go on then, believing Soul, with David, and ſay tothy Saviour.: but the 
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time may come, when 1 ſhall neither reſt on thy boſom, as a Throne” of Grae 
in Heaven, nor-as a Bed in the Grave, in the Fellowſhip of thy Death. I may 
be hurried to the urtermoſt parts of the Sea ; to that State, where ſtorms of 
malice, and wrath rage moſt in the midſt of the blackneſs of Darkneſs : But 
when it isſo, even then thou riſeſt upon me, and ſweetly breakeſt, like a love- 
ly morning, in the Beauries of thy Perſon round about me. Thou takeſt me 
upon thy Divine Beams, as upon Silver Wings with Feathers of Gold, in” 
which the Glories of the Divine, and Humane Nature are united. As thou in 
thy courſe circleſt thorow all the mfiniteneſs of differing Beauties within thy 
{e]f,thou carrieft me upon theſe Wings of thine to the extremities of this Sea 
of Darknefs,and Tempeſts. Even here alſo, as in Heaven itfelf thy hand,which 
is thy ſelf, thy Spiritual Perſon, thy Divine Life in Act ; the ACtivity, and 
Appearance of thine inſeparable Glories lead me, as my Strength within, my 
gaide'and way before me,my light round about me.Yea ever here thy right Hand, 
which is thy Perſon in the ſweeteſt, fulleſt Act,and appearance of Love,Beauty, 
Majeſty,and Power,holdeth me ; at once bearing me up in itſelf, encompaſſing 
with itfelf. "Thus the Sea;and Tempeſts are ſtill :by Perſon in the ſame Lovely, 
and Eternal Form opening new Wonders of Beauty, and diſcovering greater 
Riches of vaſter varieties within the bright Bound of its own Spiritual Fulnefs. 
Yea if Ifink fo low, that I begin to | -cay and fay ; now the Darkneſs will 
cover, and overwhelm me; now the night willſeal up my Eyes from the ſight 


of my Beloved,and hide himfrom me : then the Night it ſelf becomesa bright 


Sun round about me in the Heaven of thy Perſon, where every ſpot of Dark- 
neſs, as well 'as Beam of Tight is a ſhining Point, or line of Beauty; andall fo 
many ſeveral Suns ſer thick one by another. | 

Can. 5, 11. The Head of Chriſt is ſaid to be as fine Gold; the Buffer, or 
Curles of his Locks black as a Raven, which is the Bird of Death. The blackeſt 
Darknefſes, with the moſt aftrighting Horrours are but thoſe black Locks with 
their Buſhes, and Curls, which grow, and live upon the Golden Head of my 
Feſms, and are a principal part # thy Beauties. Thy Golden Head jis in the 


"midſt of them,ſhineth thorow them every where ; like a mid-daySun ſhedding 


his Beams of Gold thorow a pleaſant Grove, making fo perfect, and delight- 
ful a mixture of the Light, and the ſhadow, that both ſeem one. The Shadow 
heightens, and ſweerens the Light ; the Light ſhineth in the Shadow, ſweet- 
neth, and ſoftneth it. Exch appeareth, as the fame Beauty, the ſame Perſon 

Chrift, in a different poſture, in a different dreſs. 'Thus the Light and the Dark- 
neſs are both alike in theeto me. "The Light is thine Eye. Thy Perſon is all 
an Eye of Life, Beauty, Love. "The Darkneſs is the Apple of thine Eye. Here 
all inferiour excellencies are loſt, and covered in a deep ſhade. Here thy Spirit 
and Perſon is moſt naked ; here it uniteth all the Beams, and Forces of its love- 
lineſs, and love; here I ſee my ſelf, mine own Image, and Perſon ſhining with 
an Immortal light round about ir. The Darkneſs is the variety making rhe 


Beauty, 
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Beauty, and diſtinguiſhing the unity of Light into the Riches of manifold 
Divine Colours, Shapes, and pleaſant Operations of Love-delights, in thy Per- 
ſon, The Darkneſs is the excels, and depth of thy Light ſwallowing up every 
Eye of Nature in me, then giving me a new Eye, and a new Viſion of things 
in itſelf. Day unto day uttererh Speech ; Night unto night declareth Knowledge : 
Pſal. 19. 2. Thou my Feſ#s, the Immortal word, and onely wiſdom of thy 
Father, art this Speech, this Knowledge. "Ihe Day and Night agree in this ; both 
are Divine Sounds of the Living Word ; Divine Repreſentations of the .Hea- 
venly Image, Divineexpreſſions of the eternal wiſdom 3 that is, both are thine 
Appearances, diſtinct Appearances of the ſame Beauritul Perſon ; ſeveral parts 
of the ſame fulneſs lying together, as Lines, and Colours in the delightful Bo- 
ſom, and Face of one 'Tranſcendent, Spiritual Beauty. 'Thy Perſon appeareth 
in them both with equal fulnefs, and is equally the fulneſs of both. Thus in 
this one bleſſed Perſon of thine both are made one, and are alike to me. This 
is the bappineſs of every Believer. 'T'his is my Firſt Note. 

2, Note. How unhappy ts every Sinner, Prov. 5. 14. There is one brought 
in bewailing himſelf : How had I almoſt fallen into all Sin in the midſt of the 
great Congregation ? "Thou canſt never Sin out of the preſence, fromunder the 
Eyeof this Feſus, whoſe Perſon is the great Aſſembly of all Living, Immortal 
Beauties, pure Beauties, Spiritual, the Beauties of Holineſs. A Poet in a clear 
night ſarprized by Thieves, as he Travelled, when they were now about to 
murther him, pointing to Heaven ; ſo many Stars, faith he, as are yonder, fo 

. many watchful Eyes are there witneſſes of this Murther : So many Forms of 
things, as are round about thee ; ſo many Eyes of Heavenly Beauties look upon 
thee, make the darkeſt night to ſhine bright, as day round about thee, when 
thou thinkeſt to hide in the greatelt ſecrecy the practice, or thought of any 
Luſt. When thine Eyes ſhall be unſealed, how will thy Spirit within thee be 
amazed, and confounded, how will thine heart within thee be melted to ſee, 
that thou haſt covered thy ſelf with the loathſom, abhorred deformities of fo 
many pollutions,ſo many profanneſles in the midſt of the great Congregation 
of all living Lovelinefles, and Loves walking round about thee, and ſeeing 
thee, though thou lookedſt not to them? But thus much for the Fir part of 
Beauty in Chriſt ; the Variety. 

2. The Second part is the Harmony in this Variety.St.Pau! aiter that he had 
faid ; that all Fulneſs dwelt in Chriſt, addeth: and having made peace by his 
blood it pleaſed the Father by him to reconcile all things to himſelf, whether they 
be things in Heaven, or things in Earth, Cd, 1. 20. The Spiritual Form of 
Chriſt 1s, as a Muſical Inſtrument. All varieties of things in Heaven and Earth 
are {9 many ftrings upon this inftrument,which are all by thelife and vertue of 
the Inſtrument itle!f ſo tuned one to another, and made to ſound in Conforr, 
that they fill the Ears of God himſelf with a moſt Divine,and plealing Melody. 

There is another Scripture, which agrees with this, and goeth further. exe; 
preſſing 
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prefling the Harmony , and the Ground of it, Epheſ. 1. 10. That in the dife 
pen/ation of the fulneſs of times he might gather together all things in One in Him, 
heth things in Heaven, and things on Earth,in Him. Here you have the Variety, 
all Fulneſs, the Fulneſs of Times, then the Harmony; this F ulneſs gathered up into 
One ; & both theſe in Chriſ#, in Him. Then the Fulneſs is explained ; Things in 
Heaven, and things on Earth. Then he brings it in a ſecond "Time, in him. Uni- 
ty is the ground of all Harmony. The Unity of Chriſts Perſon, maketh the 
Harmony in him by a concurrence of four Particulars. 1. The Unity of this 
Spiritual Perſon, which is moſt entirely one, ſpringeth up into all variety 
within itſelf, 2. This Tranſcendent Unity boundeth all this infinite variety 
with itſelf, 3. This glorious Unity runneth through the whole variety, as a 
ſtring of Silk through a row of Pearls. 4. Theentire unity of this high and 
Heavenly Perſon ſtanderh compleat in every branch, and point of all the vaſt 
variety at once ; as the S:ul is (aid to be all in the whole Body, and all in ever 
part of it; or as if the Body of the Sun in ſtead of encompaſſing the Heavens 
ſucceſſively ſhould at once ſhine with its entire Body of Light in each point 
of the Firmament,as the ſame,and yer ſo many diſtin& Suns, being an Unity of 
all Luſters, and yet that Unity ſet in ſo many diſtinct Varieties, which are as 
highly, and raviſhingly variouseach from other, as the unity is one in itſelf. 

This is that wonderful Perſon of Chriſt ; this 15 that Word, that Image of 
God,which is the Supream,and Univerſal Harmony,the Supream,the Univerſal 
Muſick, and Beauty. This makerh all the Beauty,and Muſick through Heaven. 
and Earth, as it giveth forth any where any Glance, or ſound of it ſelf, This 
Harmony comprehendeth all particular Muſicks, and Beauties of the Creature 
with their ſeveral forts and degrees in their diſtin& Perfe&tions within itſelf. 
"This maketh all things with all their motions, Muſick,andBeauty by its Univer- 
ſal Preſence with them, and comprehenſion of them. Blefled 1s he who hath 
a ſeeing Eye to diſcern this Beauty in every Appearance, the moſt rugged, 

black; bleſſed is he who hath a hearing Ear to take in this Muſick from every 
motion, the moſt ſharp, the moſt confuſed. Yea bleſſed is he who lies with 
his whole Perſon, and Life wraptup in this Harmony; who moverh, as al- 
ways Carried on in the Chariot, upon the Wings of this Harmony. 

A Caution. Naturalifts report a Serpent to be often bred of the Brain, and 
Marrow of a mans back, when he is dead. So too oiten that Serpentine Spi- 
rit, which feedeth upon the dutt of ſenſuality, and bearcth an enmity to the 
Holy and Heavenly Dove, is engendred fron the {weeteſt, and moſt ſubſtantial 
Truths, which are as the Marrow and Brain of Divine Wiſdom, when they 
are become corrupted, and dead notions, :n dead and corrupt Spirits. How are 
theſe two giorious P1incipics the Golden Pillars on which the whole Goſpel 
is eſtabl;ſhed ; That al! Fulneſs awelleth m Chriſt ;, That every thing of Chriſt, 
in Chriſt is altrge:her Icwvely  emproved by many unto the grofleſt Pollutions, 
and greartcſt Profanenefles? Bur thete are willingly ignorant, that as God is 
G g the 
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the God of order, and not of confuſion,fo all variety lieth in Feſus Chriſt in that 
perfe&t Harmony, which 1s the Beauty of Holineſs, and the excellency of the 
Divine Wiſdom. 

All natural things ſtand\in Chriſ# in a double Harmony ove with another ; and 
with the Divine Nature, as faultleſs Figures of that purity, and glory in the 
Eternal Spirit. So Feſws Chrjſ# is both in one, the Image of the Inviſible God, 
and the Firſt-born of every Creature, Colof. 1. 15, 

Then this Beautiful Nature of chings in Chriſt 1s made a Sacrifice upon the 
Altar of the Croſs in Death/;\ that it may pur off the Negative naiCibions 
the Shadowy Darkneſs, Slightneſs, Conknement, Mutability inſeparable from 
a meer Figure. Thus is this State of things ſubjet to a double Law with- 
out it, and above it ; one, of its Pattern on the top of the mount above Nature; 
rhe other of Death, that it may, by putting oft itſelf in the Shadow put on 
its truer ſelf in the Eternal Original. Thus we read that Chriſt, as he was 
the -7>48""Y of the whole Creation became the Firſt-born from the Dead : 
Colof. 1. 18. , 

- a thorow Death, being purified by the Blood of the Lamb the Crea- 
ture paſſeth out of that Shadowy State by rending the Vail of Fleſh, where 
it is in Bondage, into the Liberty of the Sons of God, where it is a Royal 
Law of Life, of Love, and of Liberty to itſelf in the Spirit of God and of Glary. 

The Heavenly Perſon of our Lord Jeſus is a Cirde within a Circle. 

7. The firſt and innermoſt Circle is the Firſt Image of God in Nature. 
This comprehenderh the witele Cretan This 15 made up of its Day and 
Night ; Light and Darkneſs. All things of Light, of Truth and Goodneſs,are 
= a by a Light of Divine Love. All things of Darkneſs,of the evil of ſin, 
lye in the Darkneſs of [Divine wrath, where the Evil of Sufferings, as-a Se- 
cret Fire conſumeth them. 

2. The Circle which immediately infoldeth this, is that of the Death of 
our Saviour. Here the Firſt Image entreth into a Divine Shade, where by de- 

ees it loſeth it ſelf and vaniſheth, as to its former appearances in the Figure, 
ts into its Eternal Seed. The Spirit of Glory in this Divine Shade is the 
Blood of Chrift purifying the Heavenly Things in the Creature by waſhing 
away. the Earthly Forms. This State the Jews call the lower Paradiſe, the 
Paradiſe, under the Earth. For as a Seed hath in it ſelf all the Beautyes, and 
Sweetneſles of. the whole plant under the vail of a naked Grain : fo here all 
things are as Spiritual, and Divine Plants full of all Beauty, and Sweetneſs un-- 
der the covert of this Purple, Perfumed Shade of our Saviour's Death, to which 
the Holy Ghoſt was an anointing of all precious Spices, and a Lamp ſhining 
in the midſt of it. 'This Spirit is alſo, as a Fountain from Eden running along 
in the midft of this Paradiſe, like a River, and Gardens under ground in the 
Secret of the Earth. . + | 

The third. Circle is the Kingdom and Glory of Chriſt. In this the two other 
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Circles are ſeen, the Firſt thorow the Second, as Faces in a Glaſs of Glory. 
Here the Heaven of the God-Head is open'd, and all thin appear as Angels 
of God aſcending, and deſcending in the Perſon of Chriſt. is the Spring 
of the Spirit, in which all created Forms flouriſh like green Leaves, and flow- 
ry Bloſſoms in the Tree of Life, never to fall or fade; the Eye of the God- 
Head as a riſing Sun ſhedding for ever ſweet Beams of Love, and Life upon 
them. 

4. The laft and greateſt CirclettheCrown of Life,and Beauty,is the Glory of 
the Father. "This is the Autumn, and Seaſon for Ripe Fruit. Now is Feſz re- 
turned thither, where he was at firſt. Now is he revealed, who was from the 
Beginning. God is the firſt, and the laſt ; all in al). All things ſee, and enjoy 
themſelves ; all things are ſeen, and enjoyed in their unchangeable Originals. 
This is that Spiritual and Heavenly Form of Chrifts Perſon, into which he is 
aſcended ; in which he is, as on the Throne of the Father, which endureth for 
ever and eyer ; in which he hath gathered up all things into one, "This is that 
Head of our Lord eſs, which is of the fineſt, and ſolideſt Gold. 

"Thus we have ſeen the Order,in which all things lie in our Saviours Perſon , 
according to which he deſcendeth firſt,and then aſcendeth within himſelf :'The 
Unity of this firſt and higheſt Form, which is the Supream and largeſt Circle, 
the outmoſt, and inmoſt to all the reſt, as their Root, and their Crown, in the 
boſom of which all the reſt 1:e as Colours and Figures in the Light. This fo 
goeth down into the other, that it maketh all one, and reſteth itſelf entirely 
upon each point of every one, and enfoldeth the whole in itſelf, ſo that all have 
the Truth, and the true manifeſtation of their Being and Beauty only, as they 
lie in this pure, and perfect Light. | | 

Every inferiour Circle, or Form of things is comprehended in the Superiour, 
and hath rhere a double Appearance. 1. In plain. So it is a ative Flower in 
that Myſtical Garden ; a oy feature in that Face of Beauty ; a Spirit of that 
Sprrit in that Spirit, one Spirit with if. 2. In Perſpe#ive. Thus the lower is 
ſeen in the higher, as ara diſtance, as at the end of a Cave, as it was in itſelf, 
as patſed away according to that faſhion of it. 

Coloſs. 2. 17. St, Paul complaineth of thoſe, who intrude themſelves in- 
to Heavenly myſteries, which they have not ſeen, not helding the head, Theſe, 
as St, Fadeſpeaketh,are Senſual, that is, men afted only by a natural and cone 
mon Soul, 9? having the Spirit. So in thoſe things of our Lord Feſus, which 
rhey know, as brute Beaſts, they corrupt themſelves. "They have nat anointed 
Eyes, to ſee the Harmony, and Spiritual Beauty of all things in the Perſon of 
the Lord. They diſcern not how the Original, and firſt Glories by fit ſteps, 
ſhoot forth themſelves intoFigures,andShadows;how they lie hid as the immor- 
ralSeed and Subſtance in them;how like the Inviſible,and kirſt'Sun,they fhine in 
the midlt of them, ſhine quite thorow them. They behold not the Figures 
aſcending like a Pillar of Smoak perfumed with all the Spices of the Apothe- 
Gg 2 cary 
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cary from this golden Altar of Chriſts giorivus Form comprehending them, 
and being ever beneath them; how they loſe themſelves by degrees in the 
ſweet ſhade of Chriſts Death ; how they ſpring again new in the brightneſs of 
his Reſurrection ; how they lie continually in the Or:ginal Glory, where the 
whole myſtery is entirely comprehended, pertected, and finiſhr. 

Theſe men ſet not their heartsupon this glory of the Father in Chriſt to 
make that their Rightcouſneſs, their Strength, and their Song in every other 
Appearance, as in the houſe of their Pilgrimage. "They take no pleaſure inthe 
Joints of all the members in this Divine Body, which are Jewels wrought by 
the hand of a skilful workman ; this Unizy being itſelf the myſterious joynt 
every where ſetting all, and binding all together in it{clt in that 7/5/dom of 
God, which is this Beautif! Perſon of whom we ſpeak. 

Bur enough of this Caution,and of the Second Part of Beauty in our beloved, 

3. The Third Part is the Light in the Harmony, Jobn 8. 12. Our Lord 
faith of himſelt; I am 15+ Light of the World. As the Sun, the chief and moſt 

lorious Body,is the Light ot all Corporeal and bodily Beings: fo this bleſſed 

erfon of our Saviour, the firſt and belt Spirit 1s the Light of all Spirits; the 
firſt and moſt Glorious Form is the Light of all Forms of "Things, Budies, 
and Spirits. He 1s the Firſt, the Supream, the univerſal Light. He is that high- 
eſt Circle of Light, which rideth forth upon every Circle, or Beam of Light, 
each point in every Beam, Pſal. 36. 9g. Davidiaith to God; In thy Light ſhall 
we ſee Light. The Light of the Father is Feſus Chriſt, the expreſs Image and 

Glory n the Father. Theſe words of the Pſalmiſt have Two ſenſes. 1. As 
colors are ſeen in the light of the Sun ; ſo every colour, Light, and Being, 
the Light of the Sun irſe]f is ſeen only in the Light of Chr:/ts Perſon, as this 
pure. and eterng] Sin ſhineth «pox every other Light and Form m# it, and rh0- 
row it, 2. Every thing as it is ſeen in the Light of this Heaveniy Form, is a 
precious'ſtone of the new Hieruſalem. It hath a. ſpark of this everlaſting Light, 
which playeth in it, and is incorruptible. | 

The Sun is changed into Sack-cloath at the preſence of an Angel, whoſe 
Light ſo much excelleth that of the Sun, that it hath no Light, when that o- 
ther Light ſhineth forth. The bigheſt Angels vail their Faces with their Wings, 
loſe all their Light and Glory , when es Chriſt appeareth upon the white 
Throne of his proper Forms, and naked Perſon. What manner of Light is 
this then, how pure, how full of Glory, how unexpreſlible, incomprehenſible ? 
'This Light, this Luſtre of the God-Head is that Scene, that Circle in which 
all the variety, the raviſhing Harmony of Things lieth in Chrif. "This is the 
Form of his Perſon. "9 

4. The laſt Part of Beauty in Chriſt is the Life in the Light. Lite is a Spring 
of Beings, which maketh every thing freſh, and new every moment. New- 
neſs js attributed to.the Spirit. The oldneſs of the Letter, and the Newneſs of the 
" Ss | mg Spirit 
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Spirit are oppoſed one to another, becauſe the Spzrir 1s Life.Life is the Spring of 
Motion,which is theChieteſt Charm inBeauty,and in which allPleafures conſiſt. 

Feſus Chriſt, fobn 8. 12. calleth Himſelf the Light of Life. The Perſons of 
our King 1s that Light which is the Flower, and Crown of the Divine Life ; 
and that life which 1s the luſtre, the Sparkling, the Perfume of this Crown, 
and Flower. He is the Fountain of Life. Pſal.36.9. With thee is the Fountain of 
Life. This Lovely Perſon is the Fountain of Life in the Bofom, and Heart 
of the Father Himſelf. He is the Quickning Spirit, 1 Cor. 15. 45. The Lord 
is that Spirit which is in its own Eſtence, and proper Form : Life ztſelf im the 
Fountain, where it is moſt pure, moſt plentiful, molt powerful, moſt pleaſant. 
How do all Varieties of things lve in the Youth of all Beauty in this Fountain 
of Life ? How do they renew their Youth,ther Beauties every moment, end- 
leſly ? Into what mutual trafhck of Beauries, and Sweetnelle:, into what unceſ- 
ſant, Sprightly, Pleaſant motions, what Divine Acts of Love, Joy, Delight 
do they ſpring up ? How 1s the Beauty, and Joy of All fulflied m every one? 
How are all the Beauties, and Joys of All eternally varied, multiplyed, and 
increaſed, when all lye t: gether in this Fountain of Eife, and every One 
hath this Fountain of Life in Himſelf. | 

This Perſon of Chriſt 1s the Fountain of the Divine Life, that Springing 
Fulneſs of the Divine Nature 11 each Form. Here the Father, the Supreme . 
Love eternally generateth the Son, the Original Beauty. Both in the Spirit 
eternally embrace each other, infuſe themſelves into each other, renew them- 
ſelyes each in other, which is the Fir/# and Univerſal Foy, the Fountain of De- 
lghts. | 

> Uk. Make the Single Perſon of Chriſt the Sole Ground of year Faith ; the 
onely Obje&t of your Love ;, the Fountain of all your Comfort and Foy. 

1. Make the Single Perſon of Chriſt the Sole Ground of your Faith. Rom. 
10. 17. Faith cometh by Hearing, and Hearing by the Word of God. Our feſas 
in His Spiritual Form of Glory 1s the Herd of God, as the Sun itſelf is Lux, the 
Firft Light. The Scriptures are the Word of God, as the Sun-ſhine, Lumen, the 
Secundary Light. "The Firſs is a Living Light, a Light of Life. "The Second 
in 1t ſelf is Light alone without Life. Look thorow the outward Word for the 
Perſon of Chriſt, When He cometh in to thy Soul by His Spiritual Appearance, 
He will be a Light of Life in thee, at once revealing His Excellencies in, thee; 
Giving thee an Eye to ſee theſe Excellencies ; by this Sight Setting them in 
thine Heart, Setting thine Heart. upon them, as a Root of Faith. 

Eſa. 4.5. 22. Look to me, and beſaved all ye ends of the Earth ; ſaith Feſas 
from His Throne,High, and lifted up, on which Eſay ſaw Him fitting, which 
is His Divine Form. Behold ! the Perſon of thy Saviour ſetterh it ſelf before 
thee to attraCt and allure thine Eye by the Light of His Beauties. When thou 
lookeſt ro Him. He holdeth thine Heart faſt for ever fixt, as a Seal, upon His 

Heavenly form by the Fulneſs of all things Good,Great, and Glorious in Him- 
| | IE; 
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Telf : He ſoweth the ſeed of his own Form and Fulneſs in thee by the flowing 
forth of the Life together with the Light of his Beauties. 

All Objedts for Faith to fix upon; the anſwers of all objeCtions againſt be- 
lieving ; the way to believe ; the power of believing ; the act of Faith itſelf; 
with the Sweetneſs, and Fruits of it ; all thele lie folded up in the rich Treaſu- 
ry of Chriſts Perſon ; all theſe flow in at once upon the Soul, ſpring up to- 
gether in 1t, at the unyailing of the Face of the Lord Feſus; as the whole 
knot of Beams pour out themſelves in a mcment thorow all the Air to enligh- 
ten, quicken, beautify and cheer it , when once the Body of the Sun appear- 
eth. Look then to Feſ7s, O poor burthened Spirit. Look to him that his Light 
may ſhew him ; that his Living L'ght may be anEyein thee to ſee him that 
thorow this Eye thou mayſt drink in by the ſtreams of this Light of Life,him, 


and all his Beauties to be a Well ſpringing up toall Grace and Glory,to ever- 
laſting Life in thee. 


I ſhall divide this Exhcrtation into Two Parts. 


I. Let the ſingle Perſon of Chriſt be the only ground of Faith in thee unto 
Juſtification, Eſ. 60, 1. Ariſe, and ſhine ; for the Glory of the Lord i riſen upon 
thee. Thou wholyeſt in the Duſt, bearing thy ſhame, as one free among the 
Dead, be no longer unbelieving, bur believe. The Perſon of Chriſt in the Glory 
of the Father is riſen upon zhee, filleth all things round about thee ; ariſe and 
ſhine in the brightneſs of his Appearance. Conſider the Fulneſs of Beauties 
in Chriſt, and fay thus with thy ſelf; Hath the Sun Beauty enough to gild every 
Dung-hill,and Dung-heap here below,though that be on Earth,and he in Heaven? 
Is not my Feſ#s then rich enough in Glories to overſpread my ſhame, and na- 
kednels, to make my Perſon ſhine in the Beams of his ; though he be higher 
than the Heavens ;1I faln down to the nethermoſt parts of the Earth ? 

The Perſon of Chriſt is an overflowing Sea of Spiritual Beauties. For all 
Fulneſs dwelleth in him. If thou canſt not caſt thy ſelf into him ;z ſtand ſtill, 
and ſee how he breaks forth on every fide, comerh on upon thee with mighty 

Floods, with a Deluge of Light and Beauty till he cover thee, and ſwallow 
thee up into his Bottomleſs depths of pure and Divine Glory, as a veſſel in the 
Ocean, which is hlPd within, and overflown without with the Waters of the 
great, and wide Sea. 

2. Let the ſingle Perſon of Chriſt be the ſole Ground of Faith unto Sanfifi- 
<ation. All Fulneſs, the Fulneſs of a Sea, and of a Spring, is in Jeſus Chriſt, 
Num. 21. 17, 18. You have anexcellent Figure in a Hiſtory. 'The Chil- 
dren of Iſrael wanted water in the Wilderneſs. God gave them a Well. Then 
they ſung this Song. They encompaſſed the Well ; they ſung to it, Spring O Well; 
zhe Princes digged it with their Staves at the direttion of the Law-giver. Doſt 

- thou want ſtreams of Grace? Is thy Soul a dry and barren Wilderneſs? Be- 
hold Feſus, whom God hath given thee for a Well. At the dire&ion of this 
Law-giver dig up the ground in thine heart, till this Fel, this Feſxs appear. 

| p 7 
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Then whatever Grace thou wanteſt, at all times encompaſs his Spiritual Perſon 
in thy Soul, and fing to him; Spring O Well. 

Zoh. 4- 14: The Water which I will give him, ſaith Feſas Chriſt, ſhall be a 
Well ſpringing up m Him unto everlaſting Life. Take but in One Drop, the leaſt 
Drop of the Sweetnelſs of Chriſt, the leaſt glance of His Beauty into thy Spirit; 
in this thou takeſt in the Perſc of Chriſt Himſelf, the Fountain, that ſhall 
ſpring up within thee unto the Life of Holineſs which is the ſame for Na- 
ture and Duration with Eternal Lite in Heaven ; Divine, and Incorruptible. 

2. Make the Single Perſon of. Chriff the only Objett of thy Lowe. Let all the 


 Fulneſs of thy Love be poured forth upon this Perſon, which hath Al] Ful- 


neſs of Beauty in Him. | 

There is a Twwofold Lowe ; of Benevolence ; of Complacency. 

1. Love thy Lord TFeſus with all thy Lowe of Benevolence. St. Paul com- 
plaineth, Philip. 2.21. Every man ſeeketh his own things : no.man the things of 
7eſus Chriſt. Seek, and pray for the proſperity of Zeus Chriſt all thy daiesin 
His Truths, in His Graces ; m His Glory thorow the whole Earth; in His 
Church ; in every Creature, where he is ſown as a Sced. Love him with the 
Love of Wife, Children, Friend, Country, Parents, Life, I» Iſaac ſhall. thy 
Seed be called , faid God to Abraham. In Feſus let all Relations, even of thy 
ſelf, ro thy ſelf, have their Name, 'Truth and Vertue to thee, Let all thoſe 
Blefſings, with which thou ſhalt bleſs any of theſe , come upon the Head of 
the Lord Feſus. Wiſh well to, bleſs all theſe in the name of the Lord Pez. Say 
continually, let the Immortal Word upon its Wheels con, and be glorified thorow 
all theſe, thorow the whole Heavens and Earth. Thoſe that are Floriſts and 
love Flowers, procure the choiceſt ſlipsof Flowers, ſet them in their Gardens, 
water them, watch them, cheriſh them with the greateſt tenderneſs and care. 
So do thou love feſus Chriſt. Be continually ſowing and ſetting himyhis Beau- | 
ries in thine own, 1n every Spirit, in every Appearance. Water them, cheriſh 
them by Word,Example,Faith,Prayer.Go out often into the bields ; go down 
often into the Gardens to ſee whether theſe precious Plants bud and Bloſſom. 

2. Love the Perſon of thy Beloved with all thy Lowe of Complacency, Prov. 
18. 1. A man through deſire [evarating himſelf, intermedleth with all Wiſdom, 
or with all Subſtance. Behold liere the Spoule her love of Complacency to her 
Spiritual Bridegroom in three Steps; Deſire ; Separation ; Enjoyment. 

1. Deſire. Thy Saviour is called in the Propher, Hag.2.7. The deſire of all. 
Nations. Thy 7eſus, who hath all Beauties for all Eyes and Spirits, who hath 
all deſirable things in himſeit, is the defire of all Nations. Shall not: he then 
be the defire of all Principies, and Powers of Life or Being, in thy whole 
Spirit, Soul, and Body ? ſhall not he be the Object of all thy deſires? This: 
Perſon, who is the Seated Sum, and perfection of all Beauties,putteth this Song 
into thy mouth, Can. 7. 10. My Beloved is mine, and I am his, and his de- 
fire is towards me, As the word there ſ1gnihieth ; he continually is circling round 

about: 
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about me, hovering over me with the Eyes of all his Beauties, and Loves,upon 
me ; as a Kite about his Prey. Do thou\add to thy Song this part alſo; aud 
my defire is toward him, Pal. 27. David fanh ; one thing have | deſired of the 
Lord,that I may be all the days of my life ibis Temple, beholding his Beauty,and 
ſeeking ſtill, The Heavenly Form of Chriſt is the Temple, or Palace ; and the 
God, or King in-it, the Beauty of all. Say thou to 7eſus Chriſt : I now, for 
what 1s my ſighing before thee ?'- This us all my defire ;, that I may be continually 
in the Heaven'y Light , and Divine Form of thy Perjon; that I may be continu- 
ally feaſting all my Faculties and Senſes on thy Beauties, and endleſly making 
freſh D.ſcoveries of new Beauties in thee. 

2. Separation, Cant. 8. 6. "The Church cryeth to Chriſt; Set me as a Seal 
upon thine Heart, as a Seal upon thine Arm. For fealouſy ( that 1s,Love in ts 
Strength, at its Height) ts ſtron3 as Death, cruel as the Grave, the flame of it is 
as the Flame of the Lord. Love and Death both agree in this. that they are a ſe- 
paration. I proteſt by my Rejoycing in Jeſus Chriſt, I dye dayly ; ſaith St. Paul. 

The Love of a Saint to Zeus Chriſt is a Daily Death; a Separation from 
all created Objeas, a Retirement out of this whole World viſible, or inviſible, 
into the World of the Bleſſed, that World of Eternal Light, and Beauty ; 
to be alone with Him, and in Him ; to be inſeparably united in One Love, in 
One Lovelineſs; in One Spring, and One Stream of Beauties with Him, as a 
Seal upon His Heart, as a Seal upon His Arm. Where we read, Cant. 8. 6. Love 
2s ſtrong as Death, cruel as thegrave ; the coals thereof are coals of Fire, which 
hath a moſt vehement flame, which hath, is put in by the Tranſlatours, a moſt 
wehement Flame, is in Hebrew, the Flame of Jah ; of the Lord, of feſus. 

Learn here the Divine Myſtery of L ove in Death. The Death of a Believer, 
a Lover of Chriſt,is Love it(elf, which is the Fire of God burning from the 
Center of our Spirits, from beneath rhe Foundations of our Natural Being, 
till it have conſumed the whole frarne of this Creation in us, and transformed 
us into one everlaſting Flame with itſelf ; till it have ſeparated us from every 
Form of. things into his own Shining, and Flouriſhing Form, which is the Per- 
ſon of our Beloved ; the Temple, Palace, Paradiſe of Lowe, of the God-Head, 
which is that Primitive, the pureſt Love. 

3. Enjoyment. "This is the Third Step in the Love of Complacency, The In- 
termedling with all Wiſdom, or | all Subſtance. Our eſus 13 the only Wiſdom, 
Subſtance, and Truth. The Fulneſs of things in Harmony, as they make all 
Beauties and Pleaſures;in their Subſtances and Truths,as they have the firſt,& 
freſheſt Glory upon them, and are incorrupt. be, lie in the Perſon of Chri/e. 
"The Hebrew word to intermeddle higmiferh to mingle 23th, or roul our ſelves 
in the midit of all Wildomyand Subſtance, rhat is, 7 the Beſom of 7eſus. 

O believing, loving Soy!! Thy Beloved,when He cometh into thy Spirit, 
faith, Car. 1. Tam come into my Garden, my Siſter, my Spouſe, T have gathe- 
red my Spice, I have eaten my Hony with my Hony-Comb,I have drunk my Wine, 
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and my Milk. When thou comeſt into his Boſom,and Spirit,fay thou to him -: 
Now am I come into my Garden, my Brother ' my Bridegroom ! I gather all plea: 
ſant, precious, and incorruptible Fruits in thy Perſon, together with their Root,thy 
Perſon. So 1 tranſplant them into my Spirit and Perſon. T eat of the excellencies 
of Wiſdom, which are ſweeter tomy Scul, than Honey #s to the Palate, I eat them 
in, and with thy Perſon, the eſſence of Wiſdom itſelf, as live Honey with the 
Honey-comb. I drink in my Wine and my Milk , the Spirit, and Sweetneſs of thy 
Divine and Humane Nature; of the New Heaven, the naked Appearance of 
tbe God-Head, and the new Earth, the Divine Appearance of the whole Crea- 
tion in thy Spiritual Form. Thus I ſtretch my ſelf at large, 1 roul my ſelf at liberty 
in the midſt of all Beauties and Delights. Here I reſt in Eternal Foy with the 
perfett Complacency of all my Faculties, of my whole Spirit, Soul and Bodygin 
thine Heavenly Perſon. 

3. Make the ſingle Perſon of Chriſt the Fountain of all thy Comforts. 

I. Conſider, that there is indeed ſuch a Feſus, ſo Beautiful, Eccl. 1 1. 7, Solo- 
201 telleth us ; the light is ſweet, and it is a pleaſant thing to behold the Sun. It 
the. light of this Heaven be ſweet, and the fight of this Sun infuſe a plea- 
ſure into us, when we look upon it: what 1s the Light that ſhineth in the Per- 
ſon of Chriſt? What doth once glance of this Sun of the Divine World ? How 
doth it make the heart in our boſom leap to him, and dance about him, as the 
Needle to the Loadſtone ? | | 

To go forth in a fair Summers day to look upon the green Fields, and clear 
Skie,is a refreſhing to our Natural Spirits, and begetteth a lightſome Joy in us. 
come forth ye dark, and melancholy Souls ! ſee tha Feſus in his unvailed Per- 
ſon, as he rideth forth upon the Circuit of the whole Heaven and Earth in 
his name Fah, in his Divine Form, in which he comprehendeth and filleth all ; 
ſee that New Heaven, and New Earth, which he maketh in himſelf. As Snow 
. at the ſhining forth of the Sun; ſo will the heaps of Snow, the Miſts and 
Clouds about your Heart diſſolve into an unexpreiſible Sweetneſs, and Light 
of a ſecret Joy and hope at this Sight. By the Light of the Beauties of this 
Perſon cometh the Sight of him : by this Sight cometh Faith : then cometh all 
Peace and Foy in Believing. | 

Could Davids Harp chaſe away Sauls evil Spirit, which vexed him ? Is 
there any evil Spirit, which will not be chaſed away ; any vexation, or melan- 
choly, which will not be charmed by this Harp of God, by the Harmony of 
all Heavenly Beauty, and Muſick in the Perſon of Chrif. 

2, Conſider,that thus Feſzrs is Beautiful to make thee Beautiful. Epheſ. 1. 6. 
God is faid , in his Grace, that 18, in his ſweeteſt, and richeſt Love, to have 
made us acceptable, that 1s to have made us lovely in the Eye of his Love, to 
have ſet us in the Embraces of his Love, #2 the Belowed One, in the Perſen of 
Chriſt, When thou lieſt on the ground covered with Sack-cloath, and aihbes, in 


thine own Spirit, then think thus with thy ſelf: 1/ben rhe Lord Jeſus appear- 


fjoyment of Him. David in a pang of gr et comtorterh himfelt atter 


[ 234] 


 eth in all bis Glories bfire the Father, hes duh Be rn me, the dub by ro 


ſemt my Face and Perſon to the Eye, and heart of bas Father in the Glaſs of his 
own Beauties. Will not this reyive thy Soul within thee,to underſtand , that 
the Father taketh that Beautitul Image, and ſweet Impreſſion of 2hee upon his 
heart, which he receiveth from the moſt lovely ſight of Jr Chriſt in his 
fulleſt luſtre? that all the thoughts, and works of the Father concerning thee 
paſs thorow this Medium, the Beautiful, and Bleſſed Perſon of Chrift ? 

Thou fitteſt on the Cunghil vf this Body of Sin, this Fleſh covered from 
Head to Foot with the Sores of thy Corruptions. Thou lieſt in the Grave of 
this Body of. Dearh, where all cares, and fears, like Wornhs feed upon thee. 
Bur fee, Jeſus boweth the Heavens, and comerh down. He deſcendeth in that 
Form of Glory, which is the Heaven of Heavens, encon pati.ng thee on every 
ſide, transfiguring thee into a thining Giory,as the white Cloud of the moſt ex- 
cellent Majeſty rranshgured him, when it reſted upon him. 

3. Confiter, that this Jeſus is Bautifnl for thee,to make thee PaYpy in the en- 

| this manner ; 
Why d4reft then caft down thy ſelf; O'my Seoul \ why art thon ſo troubled within 
me ? Hope in the Lerd ; I ſbatl yet praiſe Him, the Health of my Conntenance, 
(or, the Salvaticns of my Ler{ons, of my Perſon im every Form, and Appearance) 
and my God, Pſa. 4. 11. Thus do thou diſcourſe with thine own Soul, when 
it is overcaſt and bowed down with fear, care, or forrows : I/hy droopeft 
thor my Sort ! Why doeft thou mourn, and groan ? Why art thou thus nnquiee 
within me ? Lok to thy feſus; I ſhall yet ſrmp mew ſongs of my Beloved, and 


praiſe His Beauttes, theſe are the Spiritual ine, that moketh glad my Heart, the 


Oy of Joy, that maketh my face to ſhine. He 18a Million of Salvations, and 
Heavens to me in every ſtare. He is my God. h 
Why art then caſt down, O my Soul ! Lift up thine Eyes to the Perſon of 
Chriſt. Is not this Anoynted Onezwith all the Beanties of the God-Head,ever before 
thee ? Both not he continually encompaſs thee, and ſhine round about t' ee with all 
wariety of pleaſantneſſes,and glories, like theRainbow round about theThrone of God? 
Rev. 4. 1s not His Defire towards thee, that thou mayeſt rule over His Beantier, 
and ſ[atisfie thy ſelf at all times with theſe Breaſts of Divine Sweetne's? Feed 
then like a Roe, among theſe Lillies.The Perſon of Chri(t is not His own,but Thine , 
Thou haſt mou over it, and all its Heavenly Treaſures. Let Him then with all 
HisExcellencies lye like a bundle of Myrrhe between thy breaſts all 1h, dark Night, 
breathing Sweetne/s into thy Spirit, and as a Cordiall fortifying thy Heart agamſ 
all aſſaults, with a glorious Joy. Here make thy ſelf, with all thy flocks of 
thoughts, and affelions to Iye down, O my Soul | Here loſe thy jel”, and this dark 
appearance of Things,in theſe Lovelineſſes of thy Sawicur's erſun, which cometh 
orth, like a Brdegroom out of His Chamber of Eternity, , His Father”s Boſom, 
like a Sun freſh in all His Morning-Beauties, to run his race of Glory m thy Ferſen, 
end to ſwallow up that into the Circles of His Pure Light. 6 
7; | | Reaſ- 
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Reaf. 4. 1 come now to the 4th and Jaft Reaſon, why Fe/us Chrift is the 
Farreſt of all things. Al Beauty is derived from Him. Beauty any where 
in the Creature is an Image of the Divine Nature, by which that maketh it- 
ſelf viſible, teſtifieth irs Preſence; awakeneth the Soul toa ſenſe of #/elf, and 
to ſeek after it. The Lord Jeſus is the Firſt Image of the Inviſible God, the 
Supream Beauty. So every other Image, is drawn from Him, dependeth upon 
Him, and is comprehended prinutively, purciy in Him. Every other Beauty is 
a Copy of Him, taken from Him, who alone is the Life. _ 

Col. 1. 18. All things are made by Chriſt, inviſible, viſible; in Heayen, on 
Earth; Angels ; all were made by Him, and for Him ; by Him, as the Exemplar 
Cauſe; for him, as the End, that thorow the Piure the Perſon Himſelf might;as 
a Sleeping Seed, ſtir up irſelf, and ſpring in the Light of every underſtanding 
and ſenſe,im the Love of every Hearr. "0 

All Things are By Chriſt 'I'we ways, 1. As the Pattern of the Work: 2. As 
the Power Working. F 

1. Every thing is by Chriſt, as the Pattern of the Work. Our Lord Jeſus is 
the Wiſdom of God. Wiſdom is an Inward Image in every Spirit, according to 
which it ordereth its way, and tafhionerh its work that the Whole may. be One 
Piece, and a Beauty may reſult from the agreement of all Parts in the unjty of 
the whole; as alſo from the Harmony of the outward Form,and the Inward 
Image, which by their mutual refleftions pour forth pleaſures , and joys into 
the boſom of each other. In Nature the Spirit included in the Seed of a Roſe, 
hath within it ſelf the Image of a Roſe-tree,with all its proportions ; legvesand 
flowers ; beauties and ſweetneſles,ſeveral growths, the bud, and the full-blown 
Roſe. According to this Image, the Seed putteth forth it ſelf ; the Spirit in the 
Seed formeth it ſelf upon the outward Matter, and figurerh the whole Plant in 
all the progreſs, and perfeCtions of it. The Perſon of our Beloved is the onely 
Image in that Erernal Spirit, which is God blefled for ever. In this glorious 
Image doth He ride forth upon the face of the whole Creation from the be- 
ginning to the «nd. In all His works of Power and Proyidence,He canſylterh 
onely with this Beautiful Image in His own Breaſt, in which all the 'Freafures 
of Wiſdom and Knewledge, all the Patterns of Beauty and Excellency are 
laid up. He figureth this Image upon every Creature,and Work : he fixeththis 
Image itſelf in every Creature, and Work,which by the luſtre of its preſeqce, 
putteth a Life in the Figure, and giveth a gloſs to it, asthe Sun-ſhine-to @ Flo- 
wer. 

Gen. 40. 38, 39. We have the Hiſtory of Jacob Jaying ſtreaked and 

"—_ rods m the Water-troughs before the Carte], When they came t 
- arirk, they Gw theſe,conceived, and brought forth their young ftreaked, an 
ſpeckled like to theſe. Thus God the Father in all the Excellencies of the God- 
Head generateth Jeſ*:s Chrift, and ſerteth his Perſon before him: When he 
cometh to drink of theſe waters of Life,to take in, and feaſt himfalf upon the 
H h 2 Joys 
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Toys of bis own Eflence, and of the Divine Nature, he hath his Beloved Son 
in his,Eye continually. From this Beatifical viſion he 1s filled with the Innu- 
merable Forms of his Son's Beauties. From this Fulneſs the Father becometh 
Fruitful, and bringeth forth the Creation with all the Forms, and changes of it 
in the Figure of. theſe Eternal Glories. 

2. All things are by Chriſt, as the Power working, Job 38. 14. It is turned 
as Clay to the Seal ; they [tand as : Garment. How ſweet, and clear aDepth is 
this Text? How doth Jeſzes Chriſt in it ſhine from the Face of every Creature; 
and frym the unfathomable Light of his own Perſon ? What is this 27, it 4s tur- 
ned ? You ſhall ſeein the verſe immediately before, z is the Earch, which free 
quently is taken for the whole Creation in the language of the Scripture, as 
Heaven for God, But what is this Seal, to which the Earth is turned like Clay ? 
Two verſes before will ſhew you, that this Seal is the Day-light. Luk. 1. 78. 
Zacharias in his Song expreſleth Jeſus Chriſt by this name, the Day-/pring: Theſe 
are his words; The Day-ſprinz-from on high hath wiſited as. As the Day-lighr, 
when it ſpringeth in the morning, overſpreadeth the whole vitible World;and | 
ſetteth a new Form upon every thing : ſo the Lord Jeſws, as a Seal by the pre- 
{nce of his Perſon with every Creature imprinteth the figure of himſelf in a 
beautiful Form upon ir. | 

Thus zt a turned, as a Clay to the Seal. Joh adderh ; they ftand,as a Garment. 
The Creation 1s ſpoken of firſt Colle&ively, It ; then all the Creatures 7 par- 
ricular diſtributively, They. There are two rich Glypmlſes given us of the glo- 
rious Perſox of our Lord in the Creation by theſe words. 

1. As the whole Creation in,general, ſo each in particular 1s ſealed with the 
entire Perſon of Chriſt. ; 

2. All the Creatures are Sealed with the Perſon of the Lord Feſus without, 
and filled with the ſame Perſont within. Every Creature rightly ſeen,is as a Gar- 
ment of Light cloathing the Body bf the Sun, the Perſon of Chriſt ; and 
wrought in every part of it with the Figure of this Spiritual Sun. The Type 
of it-was the Vail before the moſt Holy. Place. Within were the Cherubims of 
Maſly Gold. Upon the Vail was wrought the Similitude of the ſame Cherus 
bims in all manner of rich Colours. 

Thus the Earth is turned to Chriſt, as a Clay to the Seal ; and every. thing in 
it ſtandeth, as a Garment upon him. 

Perhaps he who peruſeth this place in 7ob will find reafon to. believe, that 
the Holy Spirit pointeth at Three States. 1. The Creation, as the Figure.2.The 

\ Perſon 4 Chriſt incarnate, as the Fir(t-fruits. 3, The Reformation, as the Life 

in the full Harveſt. Neither will it ſeem unlikely to thoſe who compare the 
Scriptures , that Zacharias. alludeth to Job, and Job here to the firſ# of Geneſis. 
Ta three things all agree ; 1. a Darkneſs.2. A Light riſing in this Darkneſs, and 

trumphung over it. 3. A New Form, given toall things by this Light. 
Bur to returg-; Heb. 1. 3.. Our Lord is faid to be , The expreſs Image of his 
| Fa- 
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Fathers Subſtance. 'The word is Charatter, which ſignifieth an Tngraving, PL 
upon a Seal. Great Perſons firſt engrave their Arms upon ſome precious mat- 
ter, as Gold, or a rich ſtone. This is their Seal. With this they ſtamp the 
ſame Image npon ſeveral pieces of Wax, as they have occaſion. So God the 
Father ſetteth deeply, and richly,the compleat Form of his Divine Perſon, and 
Subſtance upon the Perſon of his Son. "Then he ſetteth him,as a Gold-Seal upon 
the Creation, as Virgin Wax, and fo u1nprinteth all his Beauties upon i. But 
+ the Lord Feſus ftampeth one part of the Creation with the Impreſſions of 
his Perſon thorow another ; ſo that the Figure is more clear and perfect inthe 
inviſible part of things upon Angels, and Spirits ; more obſcure, and imperfect 
upon the Viſible part, the Things of Senſe. | 

Before I leave this we are ro take notice that the matter of the Creation, 
which Fob calleth Clay, is exprefſed by Water in the beginning of Geneſis. IF 
you ſer a ſeal upon water, it receiveth the Impreſſion withour reſiſtance, but 
keepeth it only by the continuance of the Seal itfelf upon it. "Thus the Pre-. 
ſervation of 'the Creature to the end,is the ſame thing with the Creation of it 
at firſt,, it is the Impreflion and Figure of our Saviours Beautiful, and Blefſed 
Perſon, which is the Eflence, and Form of each Created Being. Ir is this Glo- 
rious Perſon iſelf, the Fountain of all Forms fixed inthe Impreflion, which a- 
lone every moment preſerveth each Eſſence, and all Beings,by renewing them. 
IF the Seal be taken off, immediately the Figure vaniſheth, and is no more, 

Uſe. 1. Let all this, that hath been ſpoken of the Per/on of Chrift perſwade 
us to ſtudy this Perſon, in which ſuch unſearchable riches are laid up, and to 
ſeek the knowledge of him. Beautiful things alone are worthy of knowledge. 
This Feſus then is worthy of our knowledge. For he is fair. He is fairerthan 
all things; and ſo moſt worthy to be known ;all Beauties are comprehended in, 
and derived from him. Hzs Perſon then ſhould be rhe Center, where all the 
lines of our knowledge meet, and from whence they are drawn. 

[ ſhall preſs upon you the Study of your Beloved in the ſimplicity and na= 
kedneſs of his Heavenly Perſon by Two Arguments. 1. The Eaſime(s. 2. The 
Excellency. | 

i; Th knowledge of Feſws Chriſt is Eaſy. Heb. 5. 21. 'The Holy Spirit 
had made mention of elchiſedech in the werſe before. In this he addeth-: 
Of whom we have many things to ſay, and hard to be uttered by reaſon of the 
dulneſs of your hearing. Melchiedich ſignifheth the King of Rr1ghrecuſneſs. This 
3s Feſus. Chriſt in that Spiritual Form of Divine Glory, which is the Throne 
of Righteouſneſs. In this he was eternally with the Father, in his heart, and 
Eye. In this he was with the Saints from the beginning of the World, the 
Immortal Seed in their Hearts, the Joyful, and Glorious Obje&t in the Eye of 
their Faith. In this he appeared frequently to them thorow outward Figures. 

The Holy Ghoſt telleth the Hebrews, that He hath many things to ſay tothem 
of this Perſon. He hath pany, innumerable Beauties in Him to unyail, and 
e_aOQ__= © 
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ſhew to them. He hath many things to fay, many words, and expreſiians, . to 
declare the riches of cach {ingle,Beauty. When David law this Perſonof Chriſt, 
as a City compatt in it ſelf,/where all Spiritual Beauties, and Beauriful Spirits - 
dwelt together in amoſt Beantiful Order in the unity of this Firſt and Great 
Spirit, in the Eternal Palace of His Spiritual Form, he cryed out : Glorious 
zbings are [p:ken of thee, O thou City of God ! P/al. 87. 3. Sofaith the Spirit 
here : of whom I bave many things to Say ; Then He addeth ; and hard to be 

Telimony to bring,to prove the Knowledge 
of Chriſ# to be eaſy, which ſaith plainly ; the things of Chrift are hard to be ut- 
tered. But you will preſently fee. theſe words to have mm them. a full, and mani- 
fold proof of this, which weintend, 

The Beauties of Chriſt are hard to be uttered. Whence ariſeth this Difficulty? 
From the Nature of the-1'hings ? Sr. Paul teacheth us, that Every thing, which 
maketh manifeſt, is (Light ; Epb. 5. 13. If that which maketh every thing 
manifeſt, be Light ;(then is the Light itſelf moſt manifeſt of all things ; then 
the higher, and greater the Light; the clearer, the fuller is it in the Manifeſta- 
tion of Itſelf, _—_—_ other things. The Perſon of Chriſt is the moſt pure, 
moſt perfeCt, and/moſt univerſal Light. Nothing ſhineth fo openly, ſo clearly 
in every creature, in every, place, in every Spirit; Nothing ſo eaſy to be ſeen, 
as the Perſon of this Lovely, One. Whence then is the difficulty of uttering His 
Glories? The Spirit anſwereth the Queſtion. It is from the Dulneſs of our Hear- 
»1p. How evidentan Argumentis this of the Preſence of our Beloved with us, 
that He is before our. Eyes in Fre Appearance of Things, that He is in the 
midſt of us ? How plain a Teſtimony is it of the openneſs, and clearneſs of 
His Beauties, of thejr nearnefs, and ſuitableneſs to our ſenſes ; that it is a Dulne(s 
3n us not to ſee this Perfon, theſe Beauties ? We never account it to be a Dul- 
meſs of Senſe not to diſcern things Diſtant, or Difficult. 

Solomon ſaith, Prov. 14. 6.\, Knowledge is eaſy to him that underſtandeth. 
The Knowledge, which this Divine King had his eye upon thorow his whole 
Book, was that Wiſdom, which is.the Brightneſs of the Glory of God ſhining 
forth in the Soul. "The Holy Ghoſt ſeemeth thorow this book of the Proverbs to 
expreſs by underſtanding a Divine[Light and Senſe, which is the Spirit of 
Chriſt in us ; by W:{dom, that Divine Obje&, which is the Perſon of Chrift ris 
fing in us, like the Sun in his proper Sphere. This Earth which we tread upon, 
This Heaven, wh:ch we ſee thining round about us, are not fo manifeſt to our 
natural Senſes ; as 7eſus Chriſt, that Power of God, which bringeth forth, bear- 
eth up us and all things ; that Wiſdom of God,which encompaſſeth-us round 
about with its various brightneſſes and heauries is preſent, open, and evident to 
theSpiritual Eye. \ | 

Doth not this move us ; to underſtand, that there is an Heavenly Perſon ever 
wth us, in whom are ſet before us all the Delights of our Eyes, all the Deſires 
of our Hearts ; and that theonly Bar between us, and theſe Beauties, theſe 
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Blefſednefſes is either” oor want of Senſes, or the Dulneſs of our Senſts, that 
we diſcern them not? Mar. 10. 51. Bartimeus the blind beggar,hearing that 
Feſus pafſed by,cryeth out ; Feſus thou Son of David have mercy on me. He cea- 
ſed not ro cry, till the Lord maketh a ſtand, and asketh him ; what he would 
have. He anfwereth ; Lord, that I may receive my ſight. Iſa. 50. 4. The Propher 
faith of God: He waketh mine Ear morning by merning : he wakeneth mine 
Ear to hear, as the Learned. You that are no Chriſtians indeed, who have no 
Spiritual Senſes, ceaſe not crying, Feſus, thou Brightneſs of the Father's G kiry, 
hawe mercy on me, that I may receive my ſight.You that are in truth Chriſtians, 
and have Spiritual Senſes drowlie, and dull, whoſe heart is awake in you,while 
you {leep, cry to the Lord Teſs to awaken your Eye, and your Ears mornin 
by morning, moment by moment that you may fee his Shape, and hear his 
voice. This is the firſt Argument to preſs you to the ſtudy of the Perſon of 
Chriſt ; the Eaſmeſs of this knowledge. 

2. The Second Argument is the Excellency, which conſiſteth of rwo Parts, 
the Comprebenſioeneſs, the Efficacy of this knowledge. 

1. The Comprehben/iveneſs of the knowledge of Chrift is the Excellency of 
it, Col.2.2. All treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge are hid in him. Several 
Propoſitions of great valueand vertue, lie wrapt up in this ſingle Propofition, 

rt. All Things,that are to be known lie together m the Heavenly Form of Feſas 
Chriſ. All things are here in their rſt, and proper Being, in their Truth and 
Subſtance, in their immurable efſences, as they are capable of being known. 
Every thing as it is ſeen without this Circle of Divine Light the Perſon of 
Chriſt, is a Shadow, an Apparition, a Mockſhow of itſelf. It may beget # 
Fancy, or Opinion 1n our Souls, but no Knowledge. # 

2. That Light,in which alcnz things are known, is only in Chriſt, He is the 
true,Supream, and univerſal Light. All things are naked, and manifeſt before 


| him: Heb. 4. 13. This is that Divine Lighr, in which every thmg appear» 


eth in its Divine Form, in ns naked Subſtance, and Efſence,uncloarhed of eye« 
ry Diſguiſe, and Vail, as it lieth in the Divine Underſtanding, which is the 
meaſure of all Truth. Therefore our Lord Fefus in that place, Heb. 4. 12, 
where all things are ſaid to be naked and manifeſt before him, is in the verſe 
before called; the Word of God ; the living Word ; the living Word of the 
Divine underſtanding, in which it bringeth forth at once, and eternally all 
knowledge to itſelf, and beholderh, as in a Glafs, the eternal Truths,and Eflens 
ces of a.| things. 

3. The Eye, which tak:th in all Knowledge is in Chriſt; As the Spirit of this 
world is both the Fountain, and the Eye, which fenderh forth, and taketh in 
all natural Images ; then our Spirits by being comprehended in this Spirit, be> 
come Springs in that Spring, Eyes in that Eye, bringing forth from themſelves 
and contemplating in themſe'ves rhe various Forms of being in this world ; ſo 
is a Saunt Light in Chrift ; a Child of Light in this great Father of Lights. Jeſus 

| GH Chriſt 


[249] 
Chrift in His Divine Form is the, Light of Life ; that 55.1. TheFirft Light,as the 
firſt Picture is called che Life, 2;\ The True Light; every other Light is a PiQt- | 
ure of Light, and no more. 3: \A living Light ; and ſo both a Fountain,and 
an Eye.In the Hebrew the fame word for the ſubſtance fignifieth both. A Sainr 
Springing up in his inward man our of this Spiritual Form of Chriſt, and ſtan- 
ding 1n it, is made itſelf alſo, « Fountain of living waters flowing from Leba- 
202, of all living Glories flowing from the high, and flouriſhing Mountain of 
the God-Head in the Perſon of Chriſt : Can. 4. 15. He is made alſo an Eye 
ſer fully, Can. 5. 12. Aben Ezra in his notes expounded that to be an Eye, 
in which is ſet the full Image of the whole Nature of things ; in which, ac- 
cording to the language of the /Goſpel is ſet the Perſon of its Beloved, that 
entire Image of the God-Head, and of both worlds, where all Fulneſs dwel- 
leth together in a Divine Form, and Glory. "This is ſpoken of Chriſt firſt, then 
1s true of a Saint, as a Saint is the Image of Chr. 

4+ All Things, as they are knownin Chriſt, are a Treaſure. That which is born 
of the Spirit, s Spirit ; Fohn 3. 6. That which is ſeen in this Spirit of Im- 
mortality and Glory is an Immortal, and Glorious Sprit. This is the true mul- 
tiplying, magnifying, and glorifying Glaſs. Each Duſt is here known in the 
bright Form of a Beautiful Star ; each Star is diſcovered here to be an Heaven 
of Stars, anew world of Glories. Every thing as it appeareth in Chriſt, is 
ſomething of Chriſt. Chriſt altogether is Lovely; Can. 5. 16. 1t is in the 
Original ; Every thing of him ts deſirableneſſes. The leaſt Point, that a Spiri- 
tual Eyecan touch upon in the Perſon of Chriſt, is a freſh ſpring, a full Sea, a 
great, and bottornleſs deep of all Beauties, Excellencies, and Joys that may 
render any thing perfectly, univerſally defirable. 

'5, The Knowledge of things in Chriſt is a Treaſure. It is Wiſdom, as well as 
Knowledge. It isa knowledge of things in their Head, mn their higheſt Beauty, 
Life, and Truth. It is a Fulneſs of Thmgs. It is a Transforming Knowledge. We 
are changed into the things themſelves, and they into us. By knowing we 
poſſeſs, and enjoy them ; we are poſſeſſed, and enjoyed by thenr ; we ſtand 
both in one Image, and Spirit mutually comprehending, and comprehended ; 
murually cloathing, and cloathed. 

All this Treaſure is hid in Chriſt, not as in a Cloud, but as in the Sun; by no 
darkneſs, or obſcurity there; but by the Exceſs, and 'T'ranſcendencyof the Glo- 
ry ; by the Perfection, and Purity of the Light ; as Chriſt is hid in God; 
Col. 3. This hiding maketh the Object more a Treaſure, and more evident 
ro a ſuitable Eye, in as much, atit isa Divine Form in a Divine Light ; a 
Form of Light dwelling in the Fountain of Light. How worthy is this Know- 
ledge of that zeal to it, and purſuit of it, which the wiſe Ring ſtirreth us up 
to, Prov. 2. 3, 4, 5- to cry for it,to the Fountain of wiſdom above, with 
the voice of our Faith ; ro ſeek it as Silver in every thing round about us, the 
pure mettal in the oar of the Creature, by the Flame of our Love; to dig for 
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it, as hidden Treaſures within our ſelves, below the Foundations of this Crea 
tion, by Humility and the Croſs? 

Thus is the Comprehenſiveneſs of the Knowledge of our Saviour. 

2. The Second Excellency in this Knowledge 1s the Efficacy. This divideth 
irſelf .into three Branches : It worketh Grace. 1. Univerſally, 2. Powerfully. 

. Kindly. 

; I, The Knewlodge of the Lord Feſus worketh Grace Univerſally, It worketh 
all Grace together in a ſweet: Harmony. Toln 17. 3. In a boſom-diſcourſe 
between himſelf, and his Father, where he is moſt naked, ſweet, and free, the 
Lord Feſus faith to his Father ; The x Eternal Life to know thee the only true 
God, and Him 'whom thou haſt ſemt, Feſas Chriſt, God is 'True, the Truth, 
as he is God.He is the 'T'rueGod,as he is the-Onely-One. FeſzsChriſt is ſent forth 
from him,as he 1s oF OT (En of his Glory ; his 
eſſential Image. Thus is he alſo one with him. The: Father: cannot be perteCt- 
ly known by him, if he be not perfectly one with him. 'This verſe hath in ir 
a figure called *Ey N.Jvoiy: One thing exprefied, as two ; like that; a Cup, and 
Gold, for a Golden Cup. So here ; to-know.the only true God, and {ſu Chriſt 
ſent forth from him, is to know that God, whe is the Unity, and Truth mn 
Feſus his eſſential Image, in which he comprehendeth, and-cometh forth ints 
all manner of various Images ; the outgoing of his Divine Eſſence in Eternity 
and Time. | 

Eternal Life is the whole Work of God upen the Souls of the Elect fromthe 
Beginning to the End; the Divine Life begun in Grace on Earth, compteated 
in Glory in Heaven. I have formerly faid, that Knowledge maketh the Spirit 
| One with that which is Known. How ſhould this endear the Knowledge of 
our Bleſſed Lord, and quicken us to follow hard after it ; The true Knowledge 
of our Beloved maketh us One Spirit with Him, and transformeth us into His 
* Image, which.isthe whole Armour of God put on at once ; the compleat frame 
and fabrick of all Grace riſing up at once in -the Heart ? All Graces are One 
in the Perſon of Chriſt. By taking him in, and being made Onewith Him, we 
take in. All Grace, and are molded into All Grace in One,according to the mea- 
ſure.of. the Revelation of our Lord eſ#s in us. The want of havmg this Pat- 
tern upon the Mount, Feſws in His Heavenly Form in the Eye of our Spirirs,is 
the great reaſon why the Tabernacle of God goeth up ſo imperfeQtly, and 
brokenly inus.One Saint is careful of his way, but gocth ſadly on;another is chear- 
ful, but careleſs. One 18ſweer and flight, another ſerious and foure, cenforious. 
One 1s:zealous and ignorant ; another high in his Light, and looſe in his Life. 
Particular rules and precepts, are ke a Watering-pot, which a man carrieth 
up and dow! in his hand, watering his flowers and plants ſingly .and flightly. 
While one is watered the other withereth. The Diſcovery of our Saviour in His 
Spiritual Perſon to the Eye 0* our Spirits 1s,as the gentle Rain from Heaven 
which at once watereth thy whole Garden, and deſcendeth tothe Root o 
I 1 every 
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every Truth, Grace, and comfort in thee. Grow, ſaith Sr. Peter, im Grace,and 
in the Knowledge of Feſus Chriſt. 2. Per. I. |. Grace indifferently, univerſally 
in the whole Nature, and Kind is inſeparable from the Knowledge of eſus 
Chriſt. Theſe two mutually breed, and feed each other. All Grace in |the en- 
tire Frame and Harmony 1s the fimilitude, the Image of Chriſts Perſon, as it is 
in Glory, formed in us. As Chriſt riſeth and ſhineth forth upon vs, this Image 
ſpringerh up, groweth clearer and fairer. As this Image cometh to perfection ; 
to Feſirs Chrift is ſeen more perfe&ly in it, as in a Glaſs, It you be complear 
Chriſtians, grow at once proportionably in all Grace, in Light, in Lite, in 
Love; ſtudy the Heavenly Perſon of your Bridegroom, grow in the Knows 
iedge of him. As the Eye of the Husband ſhould be rhe Looking-glaſs of the 
Wiite, by which the adorneth her ſelf : fo let this glorious Perſon of thy Be- 
loved be that Spiritual Glaſs, in which thou O Queen, O Btheving;and loving 
Soul, drefleſt thy elf. | A | 
2. The Knowledge of our Lord 7eſus worketh Grace powerfully. Pfal. 19. 5. 
The Sun cometh forth like a Bridegroom out of his Chamber,and a ftrong man to 
rkn a race. His going forth is from the end of Heaven to the end thereof, nothing 
can hide i: from his Heat. St. Paul teſtifieth to us, Row.. to. 18. that the 
Lord Feſas is the ſubject of the Spirit in this Pſalm. When he cometh forth 
from the Chamber ot Inviſible, and Spiritual Glories in his Reſurre&tion : He 
cometh into the Soul at once ; asa Sun for Light, and Glory ; as a Bridegroom 
tor Love, and Beauty ; as a ſtrong man for Life, Power, and Progreſs. When 
he riſeth, and ſhineth out in us, he encompaifeth our whole Perſon, and Life 
from one end to the other ; he fearcheth out'every corner in both. There is 
nothing ſo cloſe, ſo dark, fo corrupt, fo hard, ſo unclean, fo dead, fo comfort- 
leſs ; that can hide itfelf from the convincing, enlightning, conſuming, ſoft- 
ning, cleanſing, quickning, comforting heat, and power of his Appearance. 
Every Beam. of the Sun is a Figure of the Sun, ſheweth the Sun itſelf, and 
carrieth along with it three Things, Light, Heat, and Influence or Vertue, 
Such is every Spiritual Truth in rhe Soul. It is a Beam from the Perſon of 
Chriſt. It beareth a Figure of his Perſon, and ſetteth his Perſon open, and na» 
ked, like a clear Sun before the Soul, drawing the Eye of the Spirit to thar, 
and terminating it alone upon that, Each Spiritual Beam, each Glance, every 
Diſcovery of Chriſt bringeth with it into the Soul,a Light of Knowledge ; a 
Hear of Love; a Convincing, Converting, Melting, "Transforming, Chearing, 
SanCtifying, Spiritualizing, Glorifying Influence, and Power. Go then in all 
thy pantings, in all thy Prayers by night, and by day cry to this Blefſed Per- 
fon; Ariſe O Sun ; ſhine O Light that my Soul may bccome a Spiritual Garden ; 
that my Garden may flouriſh with all Spiritual Plants of Truth, Grace, and foy , 
that all my Spiritual Plants may give forth their ſmell, and vertue by thine 
Appearance, 
3- The Knowledge cf Chriſt worketh all Grace, and maketh it moſt kindly. 
Pfal, 
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PRl. 110. z, The Spirit faith ts Chrift ; in the day of thy power- thy people 

ing people,in the beauties of —_— the womb of the Morning, 
the Dew of thy Youth. The word Power fignifieth alſo” Armies. Willing hath a 
twofold ſenſe ; a natural, pleaſaut Freedom ; and a Princelineſs. The Morning 
is the Perſen of | Chriſt in the Glory of the Spirit, who is called in Scripture the 
Day-ſpring, the Light , the Sun-riſmg.When this lovely morning breaketh upon 
thy Spirit fromthe midſt of the ſhades of unbelief, and thy natural State, it 
rmaketh- a day Y Power, a day of Armies. Jeſus, Chriſt appeareth now in the 
Glory of his Father, in his own Glory, in the Glory of all his holy Angels. He 
boweth down: all theſe Heavens, ad: with them deſcendeth from above into 
thy Spirit. With theſe Armies of Glories he fighteth againſt all the Powers of 
Darkneſs in thee. With the Power of theſe Glories he ſubdueth thee ro him- 
{lf, winneth thy Love, transformeth thy Spirit and Perſon ; ſhineth upon,and 
draweth forth to maturity every Seed of Glory in thee. | | 

The Perſon of thy Jeſys ſhining out in thee is that Morning, from which, as 
from a Beautiful, and Bleſſed Fomb,falleth the Dew of Chriſts Youth, which is 
his Spirituality, his Eternity ever-full, ever-flouriſhing with all Divine Bequties 
upon his' Perſon. "This Dew maketh all Graces to ſpring in thy Soul; power- 
fully ; plentifully ; beautifully ; pleaſantly; with State and Majeſty. As that 
Vine, which hath moſt of the Sun,bringeththe moſt kindly Grapes; the grea- 
teſt Cluſters ; the faireſt, and beſt coloured ; the ſweeteſt, the largeſt Grapes ; 
the moſt abounding with Spirit and Heat yielding the beſt Wine : ſo doth that 
Soul, which liveth moſt in the Eye of the Lord Jeſzs, under the Beamsof: hn 
Perſon unvailed, bring forth the moſt kindly Fruits of the Spirt in all thele 
reſpects. 1. All Grace aboundeth moſt ; it is as the Dew, 2. It 15: pleafanteſt. 
Thy people are a willing people. There 1s moſt of Love, of Life, and Del;ghr. 
2. It 1s moſt Beautiful. There are the Beanties of Holineſs. 4. Every Grace 
is greater, ſpreadeth, and enlargeth it{eff more; hath more vertue and force in 
it. The Appearance of Chriſt .maketh a Day of Power. 5. It is more Prince- 
iy, bath =/ wares upon it more of the Per/on of theLord Jeſus, and.ſo. more 
of the Majeſty of the Divine Nature. 6. It yieldetfthe molt excellent wine of 
Heavenly Joys to make glad the heart both of God, and Man. Ir is the Dew of 
Chriſfts Teuth. It hath 1n it a Confluence, a Concurrence of all the Lovelineſks, 
SweetneſfJes of the Perſon of our Lord in his Spiritual, his Immortal State, 
whichis his Touth flouriſhing in the height of all Divine Pleafantneſs, and 
Glory never to fade, cr decline. 

O ! Let us all be found in the number of the Watchmen, that watch cont{- 
nually for this morning. Let us go forth from under the Vail, from out of 
the Cave of the Fleſh, and of the world,into the Light of this morning ; in- 
to the ſweet breakings of the Frernal Day from the glorious Perſon of our 
Saviour, Let us receive the Dew of his Youth falling upon us. Let us tee the 

'Dew of his Youth falling upon all th:ngs round about us, making ihe Defe-r 
I 33 | to 
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te Bloſſom as the Roſe; our Hearts, all things to: us Spring, Bloſſom, and: 
Flouriſh with the Spiritual,and Immortal Beauties of. our 'Beloved. 'This Dew 
3 his Sowing,. his watering them every where. | 

Uſe t. A Direftion to the Knowledge of the Perſon, of our Saviour,. and. 
his Beauties. The Lord-himſelf ſaith, The words that T ſpeak unto you, they. are 
Spirit, and they are Life ; fohn 6. 63, Teſus had been ſpeaking ot Himſelf, of. 
eating his F o_ drinking bis Blood. He nieaneth by words,the Things, which: 
thoſe words ſignify. The Perſon of Chriſt, the excellencies, and vertues of his 
Perſon, concerning which he ſpake to them, arenot. Fleſh, aud Blood, which 
are the Shadows only, dying, dead, yea Death itſelf ; nor meerly. Spiritual ; bur. 
Spirit Subſtantially,and Eſſentially, which is Life not by Participation,but Primi- 
nvely, in the Effence, in the Spring. | 

This 1s the ground, whichlT lay for the direction, which.I:am to give you in: 
your ſtudy of the Beautiful Perlon of Chriſt; Chriſt and his Beauties are. 
Spiritual. 

Now not I, but: S:. Paul giveth you two Rules, 1 Corin. 2. 7, 8. The Heo-- 
ly Apoſtle ſpeaketh of the Knowledge of the Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery. 
'Then he exprefleth this 3/dom of God in a Myſtery to be feſus Chriſt, the Lord 
4 Glory; the Lord, whoſe Perſon isall Glory, whoſe Prinapality, and King-- 

6m 15 Glory in the Abſtract, Glory in its utmoſt extent. . He had ſaid, this was 

unknown to all the Princes of this world, the Princes in Wiſdom,. as well as, 
Power, the higheſt ranks, and*orders of Men or Angels. To confirm this he. 
citeth a Scripture in the wext verſe. v. 9. Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard,, 
neither have entered into the heart of Man, the things which God hath Kappy 
for them that love him. Obſerve by. laying theſe three werſes together, how Sr.. 
Paul meaneth one "Thing by theſe three expreſſions ; The Wiſdom of God in a: 
. Myſtery ; the Lord of Glory ; Things prepared by God for thoſe that owe him. The 
Perſon of Chriſt is that Imageof Glory, and of the God-Head, in which lieth 
the entire Myſtery, Wiſdom, and deſign of God from the. Beginning to the: 
End, with all its way, He isa Colle&tion of. all thoſe Beauties,and Bletlednefs ;, 
Eoves, and Joys prepared by the. Father for his Beloved Ones ta feaſt upon to. 
Frernity. Of theſe St. Paul determineth ; that the nobleſt, higheſt, largeſt. 
ſenſes, underſtandings, hearts of the moſt excellent Creatures are uncapable.of. 
the leaſt Glympſe, or taft'of them. "This he draweth down. afterwards to a. 
Rule, which is my fr /# Rule. Hg 

Rule 1: Spiritual Things are Spiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2. 14, This Rule. 
divideth it ſelf into Three Branches. | 

7. Spiritual things are diſcerned by a Spiritual Eye. St. Paul faith The natural. 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God ; for they are fooliſtneſs to him ;, 
neither can he ; for they are Spiritually diſcerned, 1 Cov. 2. 14, Nature hath a. 
Ppofold Eye, the Eye of Senſe, the Eye off Reaſon. 

Ehe Eye of Serfe 15 common.to Man with Beaſts, and is the Befial Eye, 4 
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diſcerneth the Beauties of Fleſh and Blood, We have hiſtories of Beaſts, Birds 
and Fiſhes, which have been in love with Beautiful Virginsand Youths. But 
this Eye is blind to Spiritual ObjeQ3.. A: Material and eal Object, if it 
excel, and be tranſcendent in Sweetneſs,- Harmony, or Beauty;deftroyerh the 
Senſe, as the Sun daaleth, darkeneth, and putreth out the Eye. * How much: 
more unable are our Senſes,to take in,or bear Immaterial and Spiritual Glories? 

Nature's otherEye is that of Reaſor:,of the Mind,the Intellectual Eye,which: 
is common to Man with Angels, Thus is the Angelical Eye in Man. This can. 
diſcover, can-take ſome meaſure of the Invifible things of. the Creation, and, 
maintain ſome Commerce with Angels. But the Darkneſs of this Eye. tothe: 
Beaurtes of Chri#'is painted. forth un. a lively manner by thar ſweer and fub- 
lime Prophet. [/aiab,c.6.v. 1. The Lord Feſus appeareth-lirting upon the Throne 
of His Spiritual and Divine Form ; His 'Train of Glories filled the Temple,, 
wv. 2. The Seraphims themſelves, which are. reputed the Higheſt Order aad. 
Degree of yk. 4 nag cheir faces with two of their Wings, as uncapable of 
the Brightneſs of this Blefled Appearance. | | , 

. We generally profels to abhor; the Principles of Sadduceesand Socinians..:0: 
that we did not moſt of us fall m too far with them / in the.real and praCtical 
part ! The Sadducees deny both Angel and Spirit. They allow nothing befides 
that which. their Senſes can.take hold of and afſure to them. Let us awaken 
our own Souls, and examine our ſelves. Are we not very apt to reject and con- 
demn TFeſwus Chriſt Himſelf, if He come in any Ap_ of Beauty, and 

Glory, which beareth not the Figure af, which havh not ſome proportion to- 
the Forms of Fleſh and Senſe ? 

The Socimians acknowledge both Angels, Created Spirits, and the Eternal 
uncreated Spirit above them. But they admit nothing more of theſe, than their 

. reaſon can give reception to. 'They aſcend no higher to theſe, than the Wing, 
of their Natural underſtanding can carry them. "They make reaſon the only 
Rule, and Judge of Divine Things. The men of Sodom went about-groping 
for the door, at which the Angels went in, and could not find it ; becauſe they 
were blind. Is not this too frequently our caſe ?* How: many ?. How often do 
we all go about in our ſearches, groping for that Gare of Heaven, by which- 
the Angels, all Divine Appearances go in and out at the Heayenly Perſon of. 
our Sav1our ; but find him not ;. becauſe we ſeek him with thoſe natural Eyes of. 
our own ſenſe,and underſtanding, which are perfeHy blind to his Beauties? 

Divines teach us, that one way of. knowing God is by. Negaticns ; when we 
run over each: particular good in everyCreature; when.we lay all the good of 
the wholeCreatian.together in one heap and then fay ; nothing of this is God ; 
all this is nothing of God, as he is in himſelf ; his-Nature, and Perſon is infinite- 
ly beyond, and above all that is here. We were advaneed to a'good-degree ins 
the Knowledge of our Lord Feſzs,. if we werearrived at-this Negative way: 
of knowing him ; if when we:were gone as far,riſen as high,as our outward ſen» 
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ſes, our inward faculties could enlarge, and lift up themſelves; we then ſaid of 
all ; this x nat Feſus Chrift.No, be made higher thanallthe Heavens of ſenſe, 
than all the Heavens of Reaſon, and'of Angels, 

When we are thus'ſtopt,and bounded,let us turn to'Prayer,and wait for the 
opening of 4 New Eye in us. David cryethout, Pal. 2.4.7: Lift up your head:, 
O ze gates, and be ye lift up ye everlaſting Doors, and the King of Glory ſhall come 
5n.So do you cry ; Thou ever/afting Door,thou Eye of Eternity,thou $ piritual,and 
Drvine Eye,open thy ſelf in me;that by thee the King of Glory may come in to me, 
and fill all my Soul,and Senſes themſelves with His Train.So ſhall I ſee my King 
in His Beauty. TILE OT 1 | | 

| 2. Spiritual things are diſcerned in a Spiritual Light, 1 Foh.1. 7. If we walk 
in the Light, as He ts inthe Light, we have fellowſhip one 3th another, and the 
blood of Feſirs Chriſt His Son cleanſeth us from all ſin. As He is in the Light : He 
is God the Father, as is manifeſt by thar part of the /aft clauſe in the werſe, 7e- 
fres Chriſt His Son. That term, As, 1s Emphatical, and Diſtinguiſhing. There 
is a Twofold Light ; Ove in which the Creature is ; Another, in which God is. 
One God maketh:;the Other God is. The Creature is tn a'Derived, and Change- 
able Light like the Earth. God 1s, hiketheSun inHis own Light, inſeparable 
from Himſclf.S: Paul diſtingutſherh between theſe two Lights ; God 240 :om- 
manded the Light to ſbine out of darkeneſs, hath ſhined in our hearts the Light of 
the Knowledge of the glory of God inthe face or Perſon of Feſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. 4.. 6. 
Behold here One Light which is commanded, by the Creating Word of God. 
out of Darkneſs, which is called up'out of the Poſſibility, an Principles of the 
Creature; Ancther Light, which 1s the immediate Shine of the God-Head itſelf 
in the Face of Chriſt. As the Sunſhine is called the Flower of Light, becauſe it 
tpringeth, and flouriſheth in the Body and Face of the Sun itfelf ; fo is this 
called here a Light of Glory in the Face'of Chriſt. 

God Himſelf 1s-called zhe Father of Lights, Fam. 1. 17, that is, the Eternal 
Sun ; the Sun of Spirits ; the Supreme Sun of all Beings, Spiritual and Corpo- 
real.He is the Fountain of Light, the firſt, and pureſt Light ; His Efſence is a 
Light of Glory. This Eſſential Light of his own unchangeable Glories is rhe 
Heaven, in which he is. St. Paul faith of him ; be only hath immortality dovel- 
ling in the Light, whichno man can approach unto, whom no man hath ſeen, nor 
can ſee, 1 Tim. 6. 16. The Light of God is fo pure, that it 3s inviſible to 
every Creature. It ſhineth with tuch a Strength, and Fulneſs of Glory, that 
no mortal Eye, the natural ſight of no Man, or Angel,can approach it, or 
nierce into it. In this God himſelf dwelleth, as in a Palace compoſed of the 
Beams,' and Brightnefles of his own God-Head ſpread round about him, and 
encompaſſing him on every {ide. In this Palace he reſideth in the Center, and 
midſt of every Spirit, every Being, hid from the ſearch of all. In this bigh, 
and ſtrong 'Tower of Divine Light TFeſus Chriſt dwelleth together with the 
Father, and is hid there after the ſame manner ; Coloſ, 3. 3. Our Life is hid 
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with Chriſt in God. He is hid in God by the exceſs of Light, in an Abyſs os 
Glory. 

Bur how then ſhall we ſee Feſzrs Chriſt in his own Light, if that Light of 
his Perſon,and Beauties by its unſearchable Riches,and Incomprehenſible, un- 
approachable Glories hide him from us ? St. Peter anfwereth this objeNtion ; 
x Pet. 2. 9. Ne are @ choſen Generation, a Rojal Prieſthood, a peculiar people, 
that ye ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes of him, ho hath called us out of Darkneſs 
into his marvellous Light. His Light in Greek is properly his own Light. Every 
Light in the things of ſenſe is from the Sun, Bur, that is the Suns own Light, 
which is inherent in the Body of the Sun, which floweth ;mmediately from it, 
in which the Sun himſelf 1s ſeen. In like manner that is Gods own Light by 
way of eminency, peculiarity,and diſtinCtion from, every other Light ; whictz 
3s the very ſhine, and ſparkling of the God-Head in itſelf,upon itſelf ; in which 
it ſeeth, and rejoyceth 1n it ſelf ; in which alone itis ſeen, which is inſeparable 
from the Divine effence, and Perſons,as the Sun-ſhine is from the glorious bod y 
of the Sun. >: rs 5 >, one 
" This is a Marvelous Light. This Light itſelf is a Divine Wonder. It is - 
bove the reach of every Humane, or Angelical underſtanding, Ir is a Light, 
which openeth a Divine World of Gldrious Wonders; every thing is then only 
ſcen right, andin its true ſtate, when it is ſeen in this Light, Every thing ſeen 
in this Light is a Divine Wonder ; a Divine, Myſtery, Incomprehenſible, for 
the greatneſs of the Glory, to ſenſe and reaſon ; but familiar, and plain tothe 
Spiritual Eye,.as bred up with it, and continually before it,known to it from 
the Beginning, The Spiritual Bride meeteth her beloved here with all his 
Beauries in this Light, and kifſeth him, as her Brother, as born of the ſame 
Mother. There is no ſtrangeneſs between them. 

This Light is indeed the Temple, the Palace of the God- Head,of Eterni- 
ty. The Father, and: Chrift are here upon the Throne of their Kingdom, in 
the Glory of their Divine Nature, But a Saint is a Royal Prieſthood ; a King, 
and a Prieſt. So he is taken 1n,called by God into this Sacred Palace,and "Tem- 
ple, to behold the Beauties, to contemplate the vertues of both, the Father, 
and the Son, that they may declare them by the Divine Power of their words, 
and the Beauty of Holineſs, which 15 the Sun-ſhine of the Divine Nature in 
their Lives. | 

We are now by this Circuit of Scriptures brought back to that Firff, on 
which we grounded this Second Branch of our Rule, and for the explication 
of which we have taken this compaſs. If we alk in the Light, as he # inthe 
Light, we have Fellowſhip one with another, and the Blood of Feſws Chriſt hs 
Son clean{eth us from all $in. Who are theſe, that have Fellowſhip oze 204rb 
another. St. Fohn had ſaid before : Theſe things we write, that you may have 
Fellowſhip with us: And truly our Fellowſhip ws with the Father,aud the Son, wv. 
3- Philoſophers tell us, that we muſt come within all rhe Beams of the Sun to 
the 
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ſes, our inward faculties could enlarge, and lifr up thetnſelves; we then ſaid of 
all ; this & nat Feſw Chriſe.No, be is made higher than all the Heavens of ſenſe, 
than all the Heavens of Reaſon, and'of. Angels' 

When we are thus'{topt,and bounded,let us turn to'Prayer,and wait for the 
opening of 4 New Eye1n us. David cryeth out, Pſal. 24.7: Lift up your head:, 
O ze gates, and be ye lift up ye everlaſting Doors, and the King of Glory ſhall come 
5n.So do you cry ; Thow.everlafting Door,thou Eye of Eternityhou Spiritual,and 
Devine Eye,open thy ſelf in me;that by thee the King of Glory may come-in to me, 
and fill all my Saul,and Senſes themſelves with His Train.So ſhall T ſee my King 
in His Beauty. gl omg 1 | Wo 

2. Spiritual things are diſcerned in a Spiritual Light, x Foh.1. 7. If we walk 
in the Light, as He 1s im the Light, we have fellowſhip one ith another, and the 
blood of Feſes Chriſt His Son cleanſeth us from all ſin. As He is in the Light : He 
is God the Farher, as is manifeſt by that part of the /aft claxſe in the werſe, 7e- 
{res Chriſt His Son. That term, As, is Emphatical, and Diſtinguiſhing. There 
is a Twofold Light ; Oze in which the Creature is ; Another, in which God is. 
Oye God maketh;the Other God zs.\ The Creature is in a/Derived, and Chanpe- 
able Light like the. Earth. God 1s, like the Sun in His own Light, inſeparable 
from HimſelE.S: Paul diſtinguiſheth between theſe two Lights ; God 40 :om- 
manded the Light to ſhine out of darkeneſs, hath ſhined in our hearts the Light of 
the Knowledge of the glory of God inthe face or Perſon of Feſus Chriſt, 2. Cor. 4. 6. 
Behold here One Light which is commanded,by the Creating Word of God, 
out of Darkneſs, which is called up our of the Poſſibility, and Principles of the 
Creature; Ancther Light, which 1s the immediate Shine of the God-Head itſelf 
in the Face of Chriſt. As the Sunſhine is called the Flower of Light, becauſe it 
tpringeth, and flouriſheth in the Body and Face of the Sun itfelf ; fo is this 
called here a Light of Glory in the Face ob Chriſt. 

God Himſelf 1s-called the Father of Lights, Fam. 1. 17, that is, the Eternal 
Sun ; the Sun of Spirits ; the Supreme Sun of all Beings, Spiritual and Corpo- 
real.He is the Fountain of Light, the firſt, and pureſt Light ; His Efſence is a 
Light of Glory. This Eſſential Light of his own unchangeable Glories is the 
Heaven, in which he is. Sr. Paul faith of him ; be only hath immortality dovel- 
ling in the Light, whichno man can approach unto, whom no man hath ſeen, nor 
can ſee, 1 Tim. 6. 16. The Light of God is fo pure, that it js inviſible to 
every Creature. It ſhinerh with fuch a Strength, and Fulneſs of Glory, that 
no mortal 'Eye, the natural ſight of no Man, .or Angel,can approach it, or 
rierce into it. In this God himſelf dwelleth, as in a Palace compoſed of the 
Bearns, and Brightnefſes of his own God-Head ſpread round about him, and 
encompaſſing him on every fide. In this Palace he refideth in the Center, and 
midſt of every Spirit, every Being, hid from the ſearch of all. In this high, 

and ſtrong 'Tower of Divine Light Feſus Chriſt dwelleth together with the 
Father, and is hid there after the ſame manner ; Coloſc 3. 3. Our Life is hid 


with 
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with Chriſt in God. He is hid in God by the exceſs of Light, in an Abyis of 
Glory. 

Bur how then ſhall we ſee Feſzrs Chriſt in his own Light, if that Light of 
his Perſon,and Beauties by its unſearchable Riches,and Incomprehenfible, un- 
approachable Glories hide him from us ? Sr. Perer anſwereth this obje*tion ; 
x Pet. 2. 9. Ne are @ choſen Generation, a Regal Prieſthood, a peculiar people, 
that ye ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes of him, 2yho hath called us out of Darkneſs 
into his marvellous Light. His Light in Greek is properly his own Light. Every 
Light in the things of ſenſe is from the Sun, Bur, thar is the Suns own Light, 
which is inherent in the Body of the Sun, which floweth ;mmediately from it, 
in which the Sun himſelf 1s ſeen. In like manner that is Gods own Light by 
way of eminency, peculiarity,and diſtinCtion from, every other Light ; whiciz 
3s the very ſhine, and ſparing of the God-Head in itſe!f,upon itſelf ; in which 
it ſceth, and rejoyceth 1a it ſelf; in which alone itis ſeen; which is inſeparable 
from the Divine effence; and Perſons,as the Sun-ſhine 1s from the glorious body 
of the Sun. FRE SE rr 
" This is a Marvellous Light. This Light itſelf is a Divine Wonder. It is a- 
bove the reach of every Humane, or Angelical underſtanding, Ir is a Light, 
which openeth a Divine World of Gldrious Wonders; every thing is then only 
ſcen right, andin its true ſtate, when it is ſeen in this Light, Every thing ſeen 
in this Light is a Divine Wonder , a Divine; Myſtery, Incomprehenlible, for 
the greatneſs of the Glory, to ſenſe and reaſon ; but familiar, and plain to the 
Spiritual Eye,.as bred up with it, and continually before it,known to it from 
the Beginning, The Spiritual Bride meeteth her beloved here with all his 
Beauries in this Light, and kifſeth him, as her Brother, as born of the ſame 
Mother. There is no ſtrangeneſs between them. 

This Light is indeed the Temple, the Palace of the God- Head,of Eterni- 
ty. The Father, and Chriſt are here upon the Throne of their Kingdom, in 
the Glory of their Divine Nature, But a Saint 1s a Royal Prieſthood ; a King, 


_ anda Prieit, Sohe 1s taken 1in,called by God into this Sacred Palace,and 'Tem- 


ple, to behold the Beauties, to contemplate the vertues of both, the Father, 
and the Soy, that they may declare them by the Divine Power of their words, 
and the Beauty of Holineſs, which 1s the Sun-ſhine of the Divine Nature in 
their Lives. 

We are now . this Circuit of Scriptures brought back to that Firft, on 
which we grounded this Second Branch of our Rule, and for the explication 
of which we have taken this compaſs. If e walk in the Light, as he # inthe 
Light, we have Fellowſhip one with another, and the Blood of Feſws Chriſt his 
Son clean{eth us from all Sin. Who are theſe, that have Fellowſhip oe ith 
another. St. Fohn had ſaid before : Theſe things we write, that you may have 
Fellowſhip with us: And truly our Fellowſhip ws with the Father,aud the Son, wv. 
3. Philoſophers tell us, that we muſt come within all the Beams of the Sun * 

the 
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- the Body of the Sun it{elf, if we will ſee the Sun in his true, and proper G!o- 
ry. Some ſpeak of a Bleſſed world in the Sun, the Rarities, and Beauties of 
- which are ſeen only. by. the Inhabitants of the Sun. Gods own Light- isa Di- 
vine World, jn which the Father, the Son, all the Saints dwel! together eter- 
nally, have their proper life of Divine Sweetneſs, and Blefſedneſs, appear in 
their proper Forms of Divine Purity, and Beauty. If ye will beadmitted into 
this Society, to a ſight of theſe; you mult go beyond, you muſt come within 
every Light of the Creature, all Beams into the Boſom of God himſelf, into 
the Brightneſs of the Divine Efſenge, which is the Living- looking-Glaſs of the 
Holy Trinity.Here you ſhall ſee your eſs, as he is. You ſhall ſec him, as you 
are ſeen by him. We | 
For now the Blood of Chriſt cleanſeth you from all Sin. "This Light ofthe - 
Divine Nature which 1s the Light of Lite, and the Spirit Hiroſelf is the Blood 
ef Teſs eminently, in the vertue of ir,as it is Incorruprible. 'This is that which 
poureth forth itſeif thorow the Humane Nature into the loweſt Forms of Duſt, 
Darkneſs, Wrath, and Death, in the place of Sinners, as a Ranſom of Infinite 
value. This 3s that Precious Blood of the true Vine, which when Juſtice and 
Wrath have drunk of, they are ſatisfied, fweeetned,and changed into Grace and 
Glory ;an over-ſpreading Lovelineſs, and an overflowing Love. This is that 
Blood, in which the Life 1s, which, as it is let forth in Death, wrappeth up all 
things in it ſelf, wafherh them from filth, and fleſh ; then riſeth up again as 
high, as its own Spring 1n the Heart of the Father, and carriethup all things 
with it ſelf into the Newneſs.of the Glory of God. 6 | 
Nothing is fo direCtly contrary to the Divine Light, as Sin. Therefore it is 
exprefſed by Darkneſs, and the Night. As the Light of the Day cleanſeth all 
Forms of things from the Darkneſs of the Night which lay upon them; rhat 
now they have fellowſhip one with another, miogle their Beams and Beauties 
with mutual Joy : ſo doth this Blood of the Lamb, the Light ſhining i the Per- 
ſon: of Chrift, when it breaketh forth frem the Shades of Death in the morning 
of the ReſurreRion, ſandikie the Heavenly things themſelves, bring forth from 
under every cloud, ſtain, \and duſt, the :Heawen!ly Perſons of a Saint of Peſrrs 
Chriſt,of God, the Heavenly Truths, and Lives of all Things ; that they ma 
in the Unity of rhis Light maintain a precious commerce. and traffick of all 
interchangeable Sweetneſſes & Excellencies with Immortality unto a full Joy. 
F/al.A. 6. David thus openeth the Hearts, of the multitude, and his own 
Heart; Many will ſay, Who will ſhew us any good ? But Lord lift up then the 
Light of thy countenance upon u!. When ail thy faculties and AﬀeCtions, all the 
Powers of thy Soul cry, Who will ſhew us feſzs Chriſt in Glory. Let thine Heart 
anſwer to God, and ſay, Lord, lift up thou the Light of thy face upon me. Tnthe 
Shinings of thy Face is my Fees hid ; and" m theſe Shinings alone will He 
be ſeen by me. Thus the Spiritual Beauties of Feſzs Chriſt are to be diſcerned 
only in the Spiritual Light of His own Perſon, 
pk | ; | 2. Spare 
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2. Spiritual Things are to be ſeen in Spiritual Forms. This is the Third Branch 


of the Rule, Joh. 20. 30. When the Lord after his Reſurrdion had appeared 


e Apoſtles in a Body of Fleſh, as He had been ' crucified ; the Holy Ghoſt 
deck ted many —_— did Teſus in the preſence of His diſciples. Obſerve 
this expreſſion well ; His Appearance 1a a Natural Body, the fame, in which 

ofoemerty lived with them, was not the Truth ir'Self, but a Sign of it, 
Lick. 2:4 38. Feſns fhewing Himſelf after the ſame manner ro His Apoſtles, 
raiſeth them from their fearz, that "This was the Apparition of ſome Spirit, by 
theſe, words : Behold my hands,and my feet, that it is I my ſelf. A Spirit hath not . 
Fleſh and Bones, as you ſee me to have. 'The Lord ſeemeth toTpeak to them aftcr 
this manner. © You have not yet received the Spirit ; but are hitherto car- 
&< nal. IfI ſhould ſhew-my ſelf ro you, asT am now in the Glory of my Reſur- 
& rection, in which I am altogether Spiritual, and a Spirit ; 'you would not 
© know me; you would not believe, that I were the ſame Perſon ; you would 
« beafraid of me. I have therefore-wrought this Miracle, and given you this 
« Sign in a tenderneſs towards you,and a Condeſcention to your preſent weak- 
« neſs. By that Almighty Power over Heavenly and Earthly "Things, which I 
« am now cloathed with ; by the virtue of that Spiritual, 'Divine Fortn and 
«-S1bſtance, into which I ammow raiſed, which comprehendeth within it ſelf 
« all Form, Subſtances and Virtues;I, prefent my ſelf ro you in that ſame Body, 
&« compoſed of the ſame Fleſh and Bones, in which T lived with you, and d ed 
« ypon theCroſs before your Eyes, with the ſa-me Weunds, which I then recei- 
< yed. And, becauſe this is a Sign, therefore do I accompany it to your Senſes, 
«and to your Spirits with a Double Evidence and Seal - - my Divimuty.; 
« One, that this 15 noImpoſture, or Apparition, with which Evil Spirits have 
<« power to deceive your Sight, your Hearing, your Touch, all your natural 
« Faculties ; but that Individual and Subſtantial Body. of mine, as it was in 


- «Fleſh : -rhe-Other, the awakening of Spiritual Senſes in you, the Shining 
= <forth of my Glorified Body, and my Divinity by their own Light upon 


I ' © theſe,thorow this Sign of my Natural Body reafſumed for this Service. But 


& now beware that. you make not this Sign a Stumbling-block to you, to make 
© you think me now like your ſelves, and ſuch a one as formerly I was, to 


- © have a body of an Earthly Subſtance, or Figure, conſiſting of Fleſh and 
2 © Bones. No, the Days of my Flelh are paſt, I was put'to Death in my Fleſh, 
= © and totheFleſh, I am now quickened by rhe Spirit to live for ever inthe 
= <« Spirit, A Spirit bath not Fleſh nor Bones, as you ſee me now tohave. This 
 ſeemeth to be ſomething of our S2viours ſence in this place. 


St, Paul, Ro. 8. 6. faith, To be carnally-minded is Death ; but to be ſpiritual- 


ih Iy-minded is Life and Peace. The Greek word comprehendeth an A&t of both 
'Z the Faculties of our Souls; our Underſtanding, and our' Will. "To look upon 

= things in their Fleſhly Forms, to favour and relliſh a Fleſhly Sweerneſs in 
2 things,is Death, To ſce things in _— —_— Appearances, to favour and 


rel- 
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rellifh them in a Spiritual Sweetneſs; This 1s Lafe, and Peace, which is the 
Harmony, the Mulick, the Crown of Life. When the Diſciples looked down 
into the Grave, for Feſus Chriſt, the Angels reproved them ſaying, Why ſeek 
ye the Living among the Dead ? He is mot here z He is riſen; He 1s gone before 
you into Galilee,as Himſelf ſpake unto yeu. The Fleſh was our Saviour's Grave, 
and is fti}l the Grave of the Spirit, All Forms and Beauties of the Fleſh are 
Grave-cloaths bound about Him. Letus no more ſeek the Living and Immor- 
ral Perſon of our Beloved, nor His Living and Immortal Beauties, which are 
all Spirit and Life, among the Dead things of the Fleſh. He is not here in 
Fleſh any more. He is riſen, and gone before us into the Spirit. Let us follow 
Him thither. I have done with the Firſt Rule to direct us in the Knowledge 
of the Per/mm of Chriſt ; Spiritual Things are to be diſcerned Spiritually. 

Rule 2. Spiritual Things are to be compared with Spiritual, 1 Cor.2, 19. The 
Holy G huft teachat h comparing Spiritual things with Spiritual. This Rule bringeth 
me to the Mark and White which I aim ar. T'nat I may hit it the more cxa&t- 

; iy, I muſt fixa while upon that Scripture, x Cer. 15. 35. and fo forward, L 
lay this Groundwork for the RR which I intend to raiſe upon this Scri> 
Pture ; The fer Deſign of the Zpoſtle here, 1s to diſcourſe of the Reſurreftion 
of the Body. He therefore frameth this Leon to himſelf, which containeth 
; the Great Subjeft of his whole Difcourſe in this place : How are thedead raiſ- 
ed up, and with What Body do they come ? wv. 35. In anſwer to this queſtion 
he treateth of the Bodies of the Saints in general, of the Body of Chriſt in 
particular, as the Roof, and.Rule of the Reſurrection to all the reſt. 

Upon this ground I ſhall/raiſe 7hree Propoſitions, as three Stories in my Buil- 
' ding, which will take in the greateſt part of St. Pauls words upon this Sub- 
ject 1n this Scripture. 

Prop. 1. The Body of Chriſt riſen from the Dead is not to be compared with 
the Body of Chriſt living upon the Earth, or Dying. St. Paul likeneth by a large 
fimilitude the living Body to a Seed, the Body raiſed to a perfet Plant ſprung 
up out of that Seed. wv. |36. 37, 38. St. Paul maketh exprelly three Difc- 
YENICes. | 

1. The Life of the one\.is a Death compared to the life of the other ; and 
{o the world,in which it is a Grave,to that Image of things in theReſurrection; 
v. 26. That which thou ſoweſt, is not quickned, except it die. 

2. "They differ as two ſeveral Bodies for Subſtance, and Shape. Thou ſoweſs 
not that Body, that ſhall be,|v. 37. | 

| 3. One 15 as bare Grain, naked ; dark, deformed, little, {light : the other 
hath a Body, a Subſtantial, Beautiful,Diſtin& fulneſs, It hath a Form of Light 
and Beauty ; proportions of greatneſs, and magnitude ; a fulneſs of Subſtance. 
It hath a Divine Body, a Body drawn forth from the 'Treaſury of the God- 
Head ; God giveth it a Body. w. 38. It is a Body, a Form, and Fulneſs ſprung 


torth from the Div:ne Wiſdom,and Will, bearing the Glorious ſtamp of theſe, 
In. 
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in which themf:lves reſt with a full Complacency. God giveth it a Body, ©. 
himfelf pleaeth. w. 38. It is alfo to the Seed irs own Body, and to every Seed 
its 0n Body. v. 38. As Fohn the Baptift faith of Feſzs Ebrift ; be is prefer'd 


before me, becauſe he 3vas hefure me ; as in the purity, and Paradiſe of the Cre- 


ationthe perfect Plants were firſt in the Fulneſs of theig Beauty, and Fruit, 
bearing their Seed in them : ſo in the Paradiſe of Eternity - before the World, 
which is Chriſt the «rd, the Wiſdom of Gol, the Immortal, the Glorious, the 
Divine Bodies, and Forms of things were firſt, as the Flouriſhing Tree, com- 
pretending in themſelves the Bodies, and Forms of Fleſh, as Shadows,or naked 
Seeds, hid in the Light, or Boſom of the beautiful Subſtance,and Fruir, Then 


came forth the Earthly Forms of things into the State of this Creation. 'Theſe 


are Shadows, under which the Divine Subſtances are,vailed. Theſe arc Seed:, 
in which the Tree itfelf lieth hid, as a Divine Myſtery. By the breaking up 
of theſe Shadows, and the dying of theſe Seeds, the Immortal Bodies, and 
Glorious Subſtances themſelves ſpring forth thorow them. So every Seed hath 
its own Body in theRefurrection, 1. It is that Body of Glory, in which it 


ay, and to which it relateth, as its Divine Original, or firſt Idea in the mind 


and willof God. 2. It is that which lay hid virtually in it. g. It is thats 
which ſpringeth up out of it, and changeth it into itſelf; Thus the Body 
of our Lord riſen, is the ſame Body in relation to the ſame Idea,or Pattern 
in God ; to the ſame Soul, to which it is joyned, as its proper Form in the 
Perſon of Chriſt ; to the ſame firſt Matter,out of which it is taken ; God giveth 
it @ Body, as it hath pleaſed him, and to every Seed its own Bedy, v. 38. My 
Brethren, what joy is it to think, that the Body of our loving, and beloved 
Feſus; that our own Bodies; that the Bodies of our deareſt Relations, and de- 
lights loſe notlting of themſelves in Death ; yea are much more themſelves by 
Death in the Refurre&tion ;. as a man awake is much more himſelf, than in a 
Dream ; a Ring upon his Throne, than in the Grave, and Tomb ? We ſhall 
loſe ndiivigrof our ſelves, nor of our diſtinftion. | 

Bur I fear I go to far for common underſtandings to follow me. I will there- 
fore conelude this Propoſition witha plain repreſeutation of the Truth to you. 

As'the thing figured, exceedeth the figure : fo the difference between the 
Body of our Lord eſis before Death, and after it, is much more large than 
that, which is betivcen a ſingle grain of Wheat caſt into the Earth, and the 
ſtanding Corn upon the ground full-ripe with many perfe& grains of Wheat 
im the Ear ; than that between the ſingle Sced of a Roſe, and a Roſe-Tree full 
of freſh, and flouriſhing Roſts ; or the Sced of an Apple, and a wel-grown 
Apple-'Tree laden with ripe Apples. 

What Image could any man frame to himſelf, or what conjefture would 
he make of a Roſe-buſh, or a Roſe by the ſingle Seed, if he had never ſeen 
the things thetnſelves ? No more is it poflible tor us to take any meaſire of 
the Body of Chriſt in Heaven,or at all ro gueſs, what manner of thing ir ſhould 
be, by his Body on Earth, K k 2 1 7ohbn 
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1: fohn. 2. 3. we read from the mouth of the Beloved Diſciple, wh lay 
in the Boſom of Chriſt, knew moſt of His Divine Secrets,and was beſt accquaint- 
cd with His Perfon in Glory ? that, now we are the Sons of God, but it doth not 


appear, what we. ſhall be : but, when he appeareth, we ſhall be like him, for we. . 


ſhall ſee him as He is. Now we have the Seed of God inus :now we have in us 
the Seed of a Divine and Glorious Soul, of a Divine and Glorious Body. Bur, 
what this Seed, which 1s ſown in'our Earth, will be,when it 15a Tree in the 
Heavenly Paradiſe ; what this Glorious Soul, and body wall be, when they are 
come forth, grown up; and * perfected, 'we do not at all know, Only-thisaim 
we have. We are ſure;that we ſhall be capable of an immediate Sight, and En- 
or Diſtance ; as He is in His-naked and ſimple.Eflence, in His own proper and 
immutable Form. 'This;s an infallible Argument ; that then we-ſhall be in the 
Form of God. For otherwiſe it-would be.impoſiible for us to/ee zt, and take it 
in. 
Sr. Paul illuſtrateth\ this' difference between the Body of a Saint in its Life 
on Earth, and in the ReſurreCtion, by two Compariſons ; the Varieties of Fleſh 
and of Bodies. All Fleſh is not th: ſame Fleſh. There is one Fleſh of Men, another 
of. beaſts, another of fihes, another of birds, v. 39. There are Terreſtrial Bodies, 
and Czleſtial ; the Glory of the Terreſtrial is One,. the Glory of the Celeſtial is. 
another. There is. one Glory of the Sun, ant her .of the Moon, another of the Stars ; 
one Star differeth from another in-Glory : ſo alſo is the reſurre&tton of the Dead. 
V: 4-0. 4-L. 42. It isa very great miſtake to think, that the Zpofle intendeth. 
here to ſet forth the different Glories of Saints in Heaven. He hath a far higher, 
and nobler.defign. This is his ſence,and the force of his arguing : © You muſt- 
< not think,becauſe we have Bodies on Earth and Bodies in Heaven,that upon 
4 this Ground theſe Bodies muſt be of the ſame Nature,and Kind,or at all like: 
* one another. How vaſt a variety of Bodies do we behold with ourEyes on this 


* Farth,and in this Heaven ? As great as the number of the Stars in the viſible, 


« Heaven; ſo great, and incomprehenſible is the Variety, and Several Sorts of 


*© Bodies, For every one of theſe differeth'from the other. Such, yea, far great-. 


** er. is the Difterence between a Body, when it is ſown in Death,and a Body, 
*.when 1t 1s raifed up. A Body raiſed, though be it ſtill a Body doth more 


«vaſtly differ from it ſelf here, than any two Bodies differ in .the frame of. 


<* Nature, or within the-Compaſs of the whole Creation. 
The properties of a Body in Heaven, by which it is diſtinguiſhed from. a 


Body on Earth, are four as the Apoſtle reckoneth them up ; Power ; Glory ; 
Incorruptibility ; Spirituality; wv. 42. 43. The ground of theſe differences. 


he layerth in that Primary, and Radical One; It is ſown a Natural Body ;. it is 


raiſed a Spiritual Body ; wv. 44. The Sun doth not ſo much difter in matter, : 


and zake,from a Clod of Earth ; as a glorified Body doth from itſelf on Earth. 


For.both thoſe are. Natwral:; here-one 15 Natural, the other is Spiritual. Nay . 
an . 


joyment of. God, without any Vail, or Garment, withoutany Repreſentation, 


OO - 
L = > A F 
Ee I aaa 


[253] 
arr Angel doth not fo much differ from a Worm in its Eflence, and Image. For 
an Angel is ſtill a piece of Nature, a partof the firſt Creation, all which the 
Holy Ghoſt comprehendeth under the term of Natwral. But a Body riſen from 
the dead is Spiritual, of a new Creation ; for Matter, and Form vaſtly difte- 
rent from, vaſtly above every thing, within the compals of this whole world 
in the viſible, orinviſible part of it. te: 

Toconclude this Propoſition, obſerve how Sr. Paul begins this diſcourſe 
with a quick touch ; Thow Fool ! Thick skales of folly do lieindeed upon the 
Eyesof our mind, if we perceive not all things in this Fleſh to be in a dif 
guiſe of Sin, Death, Wrath, the Devil,dy his Sorceries. That which we call 
Death, is the caſting off the diſguiſe. Ir» the Spirit we ſee, and are ſeen with 
open Face. Y : ZI 

Prop. 2: The Second Propoſition, which is the Second Story in my building 
raiſed upon this Scripture, is this; we may not compare the Body of Chriſt m 
Heaven, with the Body of Adam m Parade, 'This Propoſition riſeth up plain- 
ly. out of St. Pauls words, wv. 4. -And ſo it is written ; the firſt man Adam 
as made a living, Soul; the laſt Adam-was made a quickning Spirit. Three 
things lie plain in theſe words compared with the Contexr. EY 

1. The Apoſtle-ſpeaketls of 4dam, and Chriſt with a peculiar, and _=_ 
cipal reſpect to the Bodies of cither. The Subjef?, which he now proteſledly. 
bandleth, is the Reſurrection of the Body, He bringeth this up to its —_— 
and Pattern, the Glorified. Body of Chriſt. In the werſe before he eſtabliſhed 
this Aſſertion, as a Pillar, on which the whole Frame and Fabrick of Divine 
Truths here delivered doth lean ; There zs a Natural Body, and there is a Sviri- 
twal Body, Heſtrengrheneth thar diſtin&tion by«his Roor, and main reaſon of 
itin the werſe immediately following ; And /o it is written; the firſt man Adam 
was made a living Soul ; the laſt Adam. was made a quickning Spirit. You ſee 
clearly, that this relateth to the Natural, and rhe Spiritual Body. 

2. Adams is here ſpoken of in reſpec to his Paradifical Body ; Feſus Chriſt 
to his Heavenly Body. "The place oa which this 1s cited 1s the Hiſtory of 
Adams Creation, as.he-was brought into Paradiſe ; Gen. 2. 7. As his Bod 
was taken new, and pure out of the Virgin-Earth before the fall, and the 
curſe : The firſt man was.of the Earth Earthy, wv. 47. luch as the firſt Earth 
of which he was compoſed, which was then, fay ſome, far finer than Chriſtal; 
Gold, or Pearl, yea than the Sun is now ;. Angelical Earth, Feſus Chriſt in that. 
Body, which here is meagt, is The Lord ſrom Heawy:n. 

3- .As much, as a /iving Soul diftereth from the q»/-kning Spirit z that is, as 
much, as a ſmall Stream of Life from the.Ocean, which hath its Fountain ins 
ſelf, which is therefore unconfined, and infinite ; as much, as a little Shadow-- 
from the Eternal, Incomprehenſibte Truth, and Subſtance : ſuch is the difſi-: 
militude, and diſproportion between the beautiful Body of Adam in Para- 

4iſe, andthe Bleſled Body of our dear Lord in Heaven. As the-- Earth in Ef 
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fence, and Appearance ; in Greatneſs, and Glory; ins vertne, atnd Comprebeny/mn 
diftereth from Heaven, not only this Heaven, which we ſec, not the Heay&y 
of Angels abovc our fight; bur'that Heaven, our of which our Feſus cometh, 
as 1,ord of all, m Heaven higher, than all created Heavens : fuck 1s the diffe- 
' rence between the New-created Body of - 44am, our firſt Father, which ſhone 
about his ſpotieſs Soul, as the Light abour the Sun ; 'and the glorified Body 
of eſs, our firft, and laſt Lord, and Love. O all ye,that hear, and believe, ad- 
mirc with me the infinnenefs of the wifdom, and love of our God, who hath 
made the loſs of Paradiſe by Sin fo great a gain'to us, inſtead of that, piving 
us our 7eſvs, | e | 

But we ſhall come yet'more clearly to the mark, at which we aim, if we 
examine theſe words more exactly. To that end I ſhall propound three Due- 

fons. 
Fn I. Lueſtion, What the general Nature of a Body is. 

Anſw. A Body is the compleat Image, Inſtrument, and Fulneſs of that Soul, 
or Spirit, to which it doth belong, Cel. 2. 17. A Bedy, and a Shadyw are ſet 
oppolite one ro another. Which are a Shadow of things to come, but the Body 
is of Chriſt, or is Chrifts,ss the Body of Chriſt. A Body, and a Shadow agree in 
being an [mage. But the Shadow is a ns uſeleſs, empty Image : the Body 
expreſs, Inſtrumantal, Subſtantial, and full. In the ſame Chapter a little before, 
vV. 9. weread of the Lord Feſus; in him dwelleth all the Falneſs of the God: 
Head bodily. God is the. Perſon in Chriſt, the glorified Body of our blefled Sa- 
viour is the expreſs Image:ot the God-Head. God isfeen' there, as a Man 3s at 
home in his houſe ; nakedly, clearly, familiarly,conſtantly,entirely,inall Forms, 
and Poſtures. This gterious Body is the Univerſal, arid Immediate Þjftrumerr 
of the God-Head, the'Sphearof its Aﬀtivity. God judgeth all, aCteth all, ex- 
erciterh all the operations/'of the Divine Nature, and life here, asthe Sun runs 
eth his racc from the beginning to the end of it in his proper Orb,and Heaven, 
God dwelleth with all his fulnefs in this Body. He deltghreth to pour out in- 
to the Body of our Beloved, and his Beloved,all the precious Treaſures of his 
God-Head. Here he delighteth to poſleſs, and enjoy them in a Bodily Form, 
in the Form of a Spiritual, Heavenly; and Divine Body, As at the Incarna- 
tion the word was made Fleſh. 4 Body of Fleſh, fokn 1. 14; by emptying it- 
ſelf to nothing : ſo now is the Erernal Word agam in the Reſurreficn mace a 
Spiritual Body by returning,and riſing up into all its Fulneſfes in the fame Body 
in which he had emptied himſelf. 

The Lord Feſzrs ſpeaketh of himſelf' iv Glory, when he ſaith ; In my Fa- 
thers houſe are many Manſims:;, fohn 14: 2. The Body' of our Bridegroom 
is a Spiritual Palace,in which all the excellencies, and Off-fprings, all the opera- 
tions and works of the Divine Nature have their ſeveral diſtin&t Manſions, and 
apartments. We read of a Tree, in the branches of which all the Birds of 
Heaven have their Neſts. 'The Spiritual Body of Cbrift is the "Tree of Life, 
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, 255} 
and'of Love, which hath Branches enough; and large enough for all the Birds 
of the higheſt Heaven, the ſeven Spirits of God with all their Train, all the 
variety of the God-Head to make their ſeveral Neſts in them. I may add allo ; 
for all the Beaſts of the Field, all inferiour Forms of "Things to lodge under 
its Shadow. | | 

You, who love the Lord Feſas, and his Appearances, doth not this move 
you, doth not this make your hearts to ſpring, and dance in your breaſts, to 
hear, that your Saviour is cloathed with this Heavenly Body, fo full of Glory, 
and of God? Can we forbear now from ſaying to our own hearts, and one to 
another theſe five ſhort words. | 

i. If we have formerly known any thing beſides our Feſus, let us now know 
it. no more. If we bave hitherto known Chriſt after the Fleſh, let us know him 
ſo no more. "This is the only object worth all our knowledge, and ſtudy ; 
Feſus in his, Spiritual Body, purer, and brighter than the Body of Heaven in 
Paradiſe, far beyond that in the height, variety, and:compaſs of its Glories; 

2. How black doth every Sin appear in this Light of cur Lords glorified 
Body. When a Soldier was abqut to. kill Creſas, his dumb Son cryed out ; thou 
killeſt the King. So cry to every Luſt in thine heart + thou cruciheſt my Jeſus 
in his Spiritual Body , the Body of' all Divine Beauties ſhining like a Divine 
Sun upon thee,comprehending thee, as the higheſt Heaven. In every Creature 
in-which thou ſeeſt not the bleſſed Light of this Body, in which thou doeft 
not kiſs it with the pure mouth of the Spirit in thee,thou doeft crucify it. 

3- 1s not this Boſom, this Heavenly Body of our Beloved, a Field of Lillies in- 
deed, the. Field of all Spirutual Beauties, and Divine Graces ? Shall we not, like 
pleaſant Roes be ever feeding here * As Boot aid to Ruth ; Tet us never go into 
any other Field, to gather, or to feed? Is not this the Paradiſe itſelf in the 
third Heavens, where all the Fulneſſes of the God-Head are in a Body, a Di- 
vine Body. 

4+ How pure, and Spiritual are we to be in Body, and Spirit, if we areto be 
Brides to this Lamb of God, whoſe Body outſhineth all the Angels, and is raiſed 
#0 a degree of Spirituality far above them ? 

5. Is this that Body, of which the jou believing Soul may ſay by the Law 
;d its Spiritual Marriage ; my Jeſus hath not power over his own Body, but I 

ave power over it, to command it s preſence with me ; to delight my ſelf in it, as 
my Garden of Eden, of pleaſure; to bring forth Fruit by it ? Is this that glo- 
rious Body of Chriſt to which theſe vile Bodies, yours and mine, are to be 
made like by that Power, by which he is able to ſubdue all things to himſelf, 
to the fimilitude of this Body of Divine Glories? Is this the Body, into which 
we are taken up, and which we are at home with, when in death we are with- 
drawn from theſe Bodies of our Pilgrimage here? 

2%. 2. What the force of this phraſe is, A Living Soul. The firſt Adam was 
| made 
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made a Living Soul. Was he not made a Body aswell, as a Soul ? The Body 
ſcemeth to be ſo far from being concerned here, that it is excluded. 

Anſ. This Word Scul hath' >, on can in-the'New Teftament, and fo 
that, which anſwereth it in the Old. 

I. It is taken for the Perſon compoſed of Soul and Body. So Gen. 4.6. 26. 
All the Souls which came with Jacob out of Egypt, which came out of his lyyns; 
that is-; All the Perſons. Forthe Immortal Soul cometh . not out of the Parent's 
loyns. | 
"I. The Soul figaiheth the Natwral State:by the firſt Creation in diſtinCtion 
from the Spiritual State by Grace, 1 Cor 2. 14. The Natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit. It is properly ; The Man of Soul. So in this ; 1.Cor.x5. 
4-4. There is a Natural Body; there is a Spiritual Body. In Greek it is There. js 
the Body of a Soul ; and/the Body of a Spirit. 'The.word is the ſame there, and 
in v. 45. A Living Soul, 

3. By Soul is meant that Life, which-the Soul exercifeth in the- Body, and 
which dependeth upon the Body ; The Life of Senſe, and Reaſon, as it is inſe- 
parable from Senſe, Jude 19. Senſual, not hawing the Spirit. The word Senſual 
15 the ſame with Soul ; Mer of Soul. 

From theſe -Scriptures laid together you may collec this Explanation of a 
Living Soul : A Natural Perſon living a Life of Senſe and of Reaſon awaken- 
ed by Senſe, and inſeparably tied to Senſe in an Earthly Body. "The Body is 
as the tree; the Life /as the Sap ; the Root as the Perſon, out of which both 
ſpring, and in which both are comprehended. Such as the Tree is ſuch is the 
Sap, and ſuch the Root, which have their perfection in the Tree. Such as the 
Earthly Body is, ſch 1s the Life, ſuch is the Perſon of the firſt Adam. For 
the Body is the Reſult, and proper Image of the other two. 

Bur the ſureſt, and cleareſt Light into this Phraſe, a Living Soul, will be 
that Scripture, where it is firſt uſed, and whence it 1s cited : Gen. 2. 7. And 
the Lord God formed man of the duſt of the ground,and breathed into his Neftrils 
the breath of Life, and man became a Living Sou!. "Three things lie plain in 
this Text. 1. The denomination of fan is pur peculiarly , and (ignally 
upon the Body. God formed Man of the duſt of the Earth. 2. That partin 
Man diſtin& from the Budy; is expreſly here named a breath of Life. 3. The 
Living Soul is the Body haying received the breath of Life into it. 44an be- 
came a Living Soul. Man relateth evidently to the beginning of th2 verſe ; 
God formed Man, that is, the Body, of the duſt of the Earth. So 1n this Chapter 
to the Corin. The Body is called the Man. The firſt Mar, is of the Earth Ears 
thy. v.. 4-6. The realon why the Holy Gheſ# peculiarly reſpeEted the - Body, 
while, he ſpeaketh of Man, ſeemerh to be this; the Body was the united Image, 
end Fulneſs of a'l thoſe Beings, and Beauries, which were divided thorow the 
whole Ceation; a moſt harmcnious Body, and facred ColleCtion of all thoſe 
Livine Exc: Lenc es, Appearanccs, and Operations of the Eternal Spirit,which 
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made up the ſeveral Creatures like fingle Flowers in a Garden. "Thus the Body 
of Adam was a Paradiſe in Paradiſe, the Paradiſe of Paradiſe. The breath 
of Life was in this glorious Body, as a Spring in a Garden, to quicken, 
and to animate it. Without this Body,the breath of Life is naked, and folita- 
ry, except Chriſt above the Law of Nature be in the place of a Body to it ; 
which S:. Paul ſignifieth ; 2 Corin. 5. 6, 8. Where he ſpeaketh of being at 
home in the Body, and abſent from the Lord ; and again of bemg abſent from the 
Body, and preſent with the Lord. | be hs 

By this time it appeareth with ſome clearncfs, that the ;ving Soul, is either 
the Body of the Firſt Man having received the breath f Life into it ; or at 
leaſt, his Perſon conliſtifg of Bot, comprehending Both, but with a Princi- 
pal reſpect to the Body. This only 1 will add, that nothing is more frequent 

* with moſt Authors,and Languages, than to exp 
by a Shade,or Shadow. 

I have now finiſhed the 2d. Queſtion, What we are to uncerſtand by a Lt- 
wing Soul, Before I paſs from it, let us make a ſtand here while we hearken to 
2 'Twofold Voice from Heaven ſounded in the very Eſſence of a Livms 
Soul : 1ſt. O Living Soul! ceaſe from thy ſelf, and from every thing round 
about thee. 2. O Living Soul ! caſt rhy ſelf into the Bolom of thy Saviour,and 
cleave to Him. 

1. O Living Soul! ceaſe from thy ſelf, and frons every thing round abcut thee 
Conſider, what thou art, what an Emptyneſs, what a Vanity what a Nothing. 
Thy Body is of the Earth Earthly. "The Earth is a meer Darkneſs, without any 
Form or Vertue, except that which it receiveth by the impreſlion of Heaven, 
above it, figuring itlelf upon it, like the Images of rhe Sky in.the Waters, 
Thy Body 1s a piece of this Darkneſs. All that which it hath of Being, Beau- 

ty, or Goodneſs,is the Figure of the Heavenly Body of Chriſt caſt fronrgbove 
upon it. Thus thy Body in Paradiſe was a Shadow onely, What then 1s the 
Breath of Life in this Body, which 1s ſuitable to it, and confined ro it : which 
hath this Body for its only Cloathing, for its proper Image, and Fulneſs,which 
hath the Compleatneſs, of its Sabliſtency, and Operations mn it ; which hath 
it for its Glaſs, in which alone it bcholdeth it ſelt, and all Objects, in which 
alone it converſeth with them ? "This is a Shadow of a Shadow, a Shadow in 
a Shadow, the Dream of a Shadow : The Body a Shadow, the Life of this 
Body the Dream of a Shadow. The Perſon then, which conſiſteth of this Sha- 
dowy Life in a Shadowy Body, can be but a Shadowy Perſon. This is the 
Beſt of Man in his beſt Eſtate ; the Living Soul in its primitive purity and 
Glory ; Adam in Paradiſe ; a Shadow, and no more. So faith the Holy Ghoſt, 
Rom. 5. The firſt man was @ Figure, arude Type, a confuſed Shadow of Him, 
who was to come. The Shadow lyeth upon the ground,often- moverh, and ap- 
peareth before the Body. But the Body is hrſt, is above it, caſteth-the Shadow 
from it, and governeth all its Motions, If this were Man, the golden Head, 
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and Sun in the Paradifical world ; if all the Creatures in their Paradiſical 
B'rchs, and Beauries went forth, were renewed every moment from the Divine 
Preſence reſting in the Center of his Perſon, and ſurrounding him ; as Beams 
go forth from the Sun ; what then were all the pieces of Nature in their firſt 
Strength, Luſtre, and Sweetneſs, but Shadows ot this Shadow ? None had the 
Principle, or Truth of its being in itlelf, nor the Power of utfelf for a mo- 
ment. But now Man, and the whole Creation are fallen by Sin; the Figure in 
the Shadow is defaced ; the Impreſlion, and Image of the Eternal Glory in the 
Darkneſs of the Creature, which gave1t a Being, a Beauty, a Force, are with- 
drawn. 'The Frame of Nature is now a Pit of Darkneſs full of Confuſion, 
where Dcath reigneth/in the maiillt of all forts of deiprmity and weakneſs. 
That Counfel of the Loxd was ſeafonable in Paradiſe itleif : Ef. 2. 1, Ceaſe 


frem Man, wooſe breath is in bis Neſtrils, who hath only a Shadowy life in a 


Shadowy Body ; wherein is be to be accounted of ? Ceale from every thing of i 
Nature, andthe Creature. It was at beſt a Shadow. What Excellency then 
hath it to be eſteemed of, and reckoned upon ? What ſtability, or Strength to 
be truſted to, and relied upon ? Can you. fill your Embraces with an empty 
Shadow ? Can you hot faſt in your Arms a flying Shadow ? Will the Eye 
of your Spirit be ſatisfied with ſeeing Light ; your heart be filled with Life ; 
{hall your Soul feed upon\Subſtance in a Shadow ? "This 1s the firſ# voice from 
Heaven ſounded in the yery eſſence of a /iving Soul. 

2. O living Soul caſt thy ſelf into the Boſom of thy Saviour, and cleave to 
him. Doſt thou not now perceive plainly, that he is thy Root, thy Sub- 
ſtance, thy Life, thy Strength, thy Fulneſs, thy Light, thy Righteouſnels, thy 
PerfeCtion, thy Glory ; in a word, thy true ſelf ; when thou art in thy belt 
ſtatea Shadow only of him according to the firſt Creation ? Is not this the 
Beauty of Nature in thee, and thy Moral Righteouſneſs to bear the Figure of 
him, and his Tabernacle in thy Perſon? Isnot this thy Spiritual Glory, thine 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs to be taken up into him, and to be cloathed with him, 
to have thy Shadow drunk up into his Light? Is not this the Life, Strength, 
and reſt of both ſtates to be united to him, to be acted by him in that Union, 
to be reſigned again to him in, and thorow all Actings, or Sufterings ? 

Let us conſider what wretched things: we were in death, if it were not for 
7eſas Chriſt. How would our poor ms 4 when they were thruſt forth, and caſt 
out of theſe Bodies wander eternally naked, empty, mn the dark, and deſolate, 
driven up and down with the Storm without, burnt upon within by the unſeen 
Fire of Divine wrath? But now Feſ#s Chrift hath been to all his Saints from 
the Fall, the Seed of a glorious Body, into which they retreated paſling from 
hence, and were at reſt, as in a Bed of Love, which was green, and ſpringing. 
Since the ReſurreQtion our breath of Life in Death, and in the Fall of this 
frail Body drops into the Boſom of that Heavenly Body of our Beloved,as the 
ground of Divine Life and Glory, from thence to grow up into, and flouriſh 
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in an Immortal Body of its own, like unto it, and by a Divine Union joyned 
with it in Eternal Embraces, 

Pueſt. 3. In what ſenſe the Lord eſus's here ſaid to be a .Qnickning Spirit. 
Anſ. To'this I anſwer three things. | 
1. The Perſon of Chriſt, as it comprehendeth both Natures, Divine and 
Humane ; both parts of the Humane Nature, Soul and Body, is a Luicknins 
Spirit. | 
F 2. The Humane Nature isexpreſly ſpoken of to be a Luickning Spirit. The 
laſt Adam 2was made a Quickning Spirit. Again ; the Second Man is the Lord 
from Heaven. v. 47. 
3. The Body of our Lord is principally intended under this deſcription of 
a Luickning Spirit. Thus appeareth by the whole Scope of the Apoſtle in this 
place, which is to ſhew with what Bodies the dead Saints are raiſed and come 
again. v. 35. This is manifeſted by the Context. All the foregoing, all the 
following werſes treat of this Subject, the Body in the ReſurreCtion. Mention 
is made of a Natural, and a Spiritual Body in the verſe immediately before. 
V.- 44-. The ſame are again brought in immediately after. v. 46. 
Then the force of the Compariſon, and Oppoſition maketh this plam. Ir 1s 
a ſure Rule ; Compariſons, and Oppolitions muſt ſpeak of the ſame thing, to 
the ſame point, and in the ſame reſpect. We have endeavoured to prove, that 
the 1:ving Soul chiefly, and emphatically marketh out the Body of Adam in 
Paradiſe, when his Body had more of Life, and was more a Soul, more An- 
gelical, than our Souls are now. Therefore the Luickning Spirit oppoſed ro 
the /zving Soul muſt eſpecially deſign the Body of our Feſrs in Glory. v4 
Laſtly, other Scriptures ſay the ſame thing. Fohn 3. 6. That which is berg 
of the Fleſh zs Fleſh. That which zs born of the Spirit is Spirit. "That which 1s 
born of ' the Spirit 18 not only Spiritualized, heightned, and adorned with Spiri- 
tuzl qualities, like the Picture of a Man with Lines, and Colours ; or the Sta* 
tuc of a Manrichly gilded ; One is a Stone, the other a piece of Canvas (till? 
But it 18 a Spirit ſubſtantially, and effentially. Ir is a Spirit, not as a Soul, dr at 
Angel 1s a Spirit ; but as that Spirit is,of which it is born;after the ſame miin* 
ner, in which; That which is born of the Fleſh, is Fleſh ſubſtantially, and Fleſh 
of the ſame kind with that, which bringeth it forth. ; 
As the Father and the Son have both the ſame humane Nature in a humaye 
Form : 'The humane Narure 1s one in both. Bur the humane Form is diſtin 
in each, and maketh them #290 Perſens : ſo the Divine Nature of the Ererizal 
Spirit ſpringeth up in a Divine Form in that, which is born of it. The Erer- 
val Spirit briogeth 1ts Birth forth in a Divine Form, and at once together with 
that,ir(elf with its own Divine Nature, and Divine Form dwelling in it; 2s 
the Root, the Lite; the Form, the Fulneſs., the Fruit, the Perfection, the 
Truth, the Glory or it ; the Spiritual Temple, the God in the 'Femple {both 
Sp:rits in the ſame Form; both mutually 'Femples to each oth-r ; both one 
Lis S7:rit, 
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Spirit. Thus it is made a Spirit;in the ſameForm with its J{orber-Spirit,the Erers 
nal Spirit irſelf. It is made a (diſtin# Spirit. It is made one Sp:rit with the 
Fountain Spirit. It is made a Luickning Svirit, having the Fountain. of Lite, 
and Spirits in itſelf. © Ss LORE b- 

Now the Body of our bleſſed Saviour inthe ReſurreEtion is new-born from 
above, of the Spirit of Life. (It 1s therefore a Spirit of Life, a Feuntain-Spirit, 
a Luickning Spirit. The ReſurreStion.doth not gild, doth nor ſpiritualize the 
Per/onal,or Myſtical B:dy of Jeſus Chrift.It maketh them Gold within,aswcll,as 
without. It.maketh them all throughour pure, and hne Goid ; a Spirit of. Glo- 
ry. In this Creation, and in natural thingy, all excellencies are Qualities, Ac- 
cidents ; all Beauties are no more, than skin-deep. In the new Creature,in Spi- 
ritual Things every excellency/is a ſubſtance, every Beauty is the Efſence, and 
Perſon itſelf; there a Spirit is/not excellent, or Beautiful, or Immortal, But 
each Excellency, each Beauty, Immortality 1s thar Spirit. 'The Perſon, the 
Spirit is the Exce'lency, the Beauty, Immortality itſelf. _ Each diſtin& excel- 
lency is a diſtinct Spirit ; and/all Excellencies, all Spirits are one in each one, 
making that a full Aſſembly the whole Quire in itſelf. "They all "dwell to- 
gether, and are made perfect 41 one. "This 1s the New-Creature, the Spiritual 
Birth, the ReſurreCtion from the Dead. How happy, and bleſſed are they; 
who have their part in this Birth, -in this Reſurrection ! 

There 1s another Scripture to this purpoſe, 1 Corin, 6. 17. He that is joy- 
ned to the Lord is one Spirit. In the verſe before he had ſaid ; What, know ye not, 
that he 2pho is joyned to an Harlot is one Body. For two, faith he, ſhall he one 
Fleſh. v. 16. Here the diſcourſe is clearly of the Body. As the earthly Mar- 
Triage maketh #20 Bodies one Fleſh : the Heavenly Marriage maketh them one 
Spirit. The union between our glorified Lord, and our Bodies in the Reſur- 
rection 1s as immediate, and entire, as between our Saviour, and our Souls ; 

© that theſealſfo are Spirits, and one Spirit with him. Is not his Body then 
firſt a Spirit ? Doth nortthe Union between the Divine Nature, and his Bleſſed 
Body make that a Spirit, and one Spirit with itſelf ? The glorified Body, and 
Soul of a Saint are one Spirit. They are one Spirit with the glorified Body, 
and Soul of their 7eſ#s, with the three Perſons in the Trinity, with all Beau- 
niful, and blefſed Spirits. All are one Spirit. Yet are they all diſtin& Spirits. If 
the diſtinCtion were taken away, the Harmony, the Beauty, the Muſick, the 
Marriage-joy,andMarriage-love in Heaven were all loſt. [nt 

. Obj. Bat you will fay.; how can this be? Are not Body,and Spirit contra- 
ry ? How then can a-Body be a Spirit ? Ee | 
'  Anf. Fleſb,and Spirit are every where in Scripture oppoſed one to the other : 
but not ſo a Body, and a'Spirir. 

; Thoſe very 'Terms, on which the Contrariety is ſet ſo frequently by the 
Holy Ghoft between Fleſh and Spirit, ſhew that the Heavenly Body, the true 
Body, the Body of. Life, and Glory is a Spirit. I fball inſtance only in a T56- 
Bf fold 
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feld Oppoſition ; one where the Fleſh, and the Spirit are ſet as Life,and Death ; 
the other, where they are ſer as the 77urh,or Beauty itſelf,and the Vail upon it. 
. 1. The Firſt is Rom. 8. 6. To becarnally minded is Death ; but to be Spir 
tually-minded is Life, and Peace. In each of theſe Words Life, Peace, all Joys 
of Life and Immortality are expreſſed by the language of the Spirit. Both to- 
gether are Joys heaped upon Joys ; Bleſſedneſs upon Btefſednels, ro expreſs the 
Infiniteneſs in which they riſe up ever New, though there can be never any 
thing more”; Or the Circle of Eternity,where all Fulnefles of Life,and Joy run 
one into another, multiplying themſelves upon themſelves cndlefly. © + 
Life is the Flouriſhing State of "Things, a Perpetual Spring. "The Happineſs 
of Princes, the Blefſedneſs of the Divine Nature is ſum'd up in Life. Live, O 


King ! The Lord liveth. 


Peace is. the whole Gifr and Legacy of Chriſt to His Saints. Ay Peace I 
leave with you, My Peace T give unto yu. Tt is All the Good that goeth along 
with His Prefence and Appearance in H's Immortal ſtare. Hee ſtood in the 
midſt of them ſaying ; Peace be with you, when He appeared ro them after Fiis 
ReſurreQion. Peace 18 the Plenary Reſt of all Parts and Faculties of the whole 
Perſon in a perfect Union with, and full Fruition of their proper Objects a 


Perfection. 


The Greek Word for Peace {ignifieth the Band of all PerfeCtions, the Circle 
of Eternity ; All things within and without, linked together in the Golden: 
Chain of a Bleſſed and Divine Harmony, making an Ornament of Beauty for 
the Soul to put on,making aMuſick to charm the Soul into th: -DivineSleep of 
the ſweeteſt, and deepeſt Complacericy. 'The Hebrew "Tongue expreſleth Both 
Perfeftion and Peace by one Word. This is the Name of him, who was the 
Eminent Figure of Chriſt in Glory ; Solomon. This is the Name of Feſus Him- 
ſelf, as He fitteth upon the 'Throne of the Divine Nature in the Kingdom of 
the Spirit, 1/a. 9. 6. The Price of Peace ;, Some tranflate it very properly ; The 
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Prince ; The Peace or Perfetion, Shalom. 


But to apply this to vur purpoſe ; The Image of things, as they ſtand inthe 
Sparit,is in itſelf; the Appearance of things in this Image is, to thoſe who ſee 
it, Life,and Peacer; that is, Eternity of Blefledneſs, Heaven it ſelf. But the Image, 
and Appearance of things in Fiſh 1s not onely Dying, or Dead; It 1s Death it- 
ſelf. The Life of Nature, and of Fleſh, is a Shadow onely of Life, and the 
Death of the True Life, which is in the Spirit. This univerſal Image of things, 
which we call the Horld, comprehending the whole Creation,in all its Beauty, 
1s no more than the Grave in which the Spiritual Image lyeth ſleeping the 


ſleep of death. 


2. The ſecond Oppoſition between Fleſhand Spirit, is that of the Truth, and: 
the Y2iz upon the Truth, Fob. 4. 2.4. Our Saviour faith ; The Father ſeeketh 
ſuch Worſhippers, as worſhip Him in Spirit, and Truth. 
here joyned 1m the fame ſenfe, as Spirit, and Life go together, Foh. 6. w:63; 

The 


Spirit, and Truth, are 
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The words, that I [peaks they ave Spirit, and they are Life. "The Spirit is the 
Truth, and the Life. The Fleſh is a Dead Counterfeit, as a Pifture is the Coun- 
terfeit of a Man, being neither the Lite, nor the "Truth, 1 Fob. 6. 6. The 
Spirit beareth witneſs. For the Spirit 1s tne Truth. "The Spirit 1s the laſt,and one- 
ly Witnefs. For the Spir:r is the Truth irſelf, the Univerſal and Eternal Truth, 
'There are yo Max:ims in Philoſophy, that All Truths, and the Eſſences of 
things are Eternal, "The 'Truth then, and Eflence of a Saint's Body, and of 
Chriſt's, the true and cſiential Body, is a Spirit in the Eternal Spirit. It is not 
Living, but Lite it ſelf. | 

The Body of Fleſbis a Vail upon this True Body, which is an Immertal Spirir. 
So it 1s expreſly named, Heb. 10.v. 20. where-Chriſt 1s ſaid to have entred, 
and made a living way for us into the moſtHolyPlace,by the rending of thiVail 
that is, His Fleſh. The/true Body is a Spirit and Spring, of Immortality in the 
moſt Holy Place, the Eternal Spirit. When it cometh forth from thence into 
the open ſtreets, and fields of this Creation, it caſteth over itſelf the Vail of 
this Fleſhly Body. In Death it rendeth, and caſteth oft this Vail of Fleſh ; 
ſo it returneth pure, and.naked in the ReſurreQtion into the moſt Holy Place, 
into the Eternal Spirit again,where it ever ſtood after an unchangeable man- 
ner in 1ts ſimple, and vnvailed Beauties. So 15 that Myſtery of the Goſpel ac- 
compliſhed in the blefied Body of our Saviour : No cne goeth up into Heaven, 
bnt he, who came dewn out oft| Heaven ; the Sen cf Man, who s in Heaven. 

24. But you will ask me} now; What becemcth of thes Bedy of Fleſh in the 
Reſurrection ? EF, 

Anſ. What becometh of the Seed of a Plant in the Spring, and the Sum- 
mcr 2 The Plant firſt contracteth its Parts,and Powers; its Beauties and Sweet- 
«les under a Vail, while it maketh itſelf a Seed. "Then again it breaketh 
this Seed, caſteth off the az!, diſcovereth by degrees its entire Form with all 
its Flowers and Fruits, As before the Plant was ld, and impriſoned in every 
po'nt of the Seed; fo is the Seed now Flourithing, and 1&oycing with all its 
teveral vertues,and pleaſant Forms in every part o: the Plant. We read, oh. 
1.14 The Word was made Fleſh. The true,and Spiritual Bedy, which is an Im- 
mortal. Plant in the Heavenly Paradiſe according to the Almighty Power, 
and Myſterious Will of the Eternal Word, in which jt ſtandeth, and Flouri- 
ſheth, maketh ufelf intoa Body of Ficth. Agam by the ſame: Power in the 
ſweet, and glorious Myſtery of-the fame Will, un makcth this Fleſh a Spirir, If 
you ask now, where it is ; It 35 Singing and 'Tr;umphing throughout all the 
Div'ne Powers, throughout ail the 'nmmerably various Forms. of Eternal 
Life, Beauty, and Joy in the Heayen:y Body, for that which was Fleſh, is row 
SPpIT12, | 

As the Tabernacle was removed into the Temple, when the Temple was built 
up, aad ſer there, as a part of the Sacred Myſteries in that Holy Place: fo 
the Spir:tual Body, when 1t 1s raiſed, taketh up into itfelf, and comprehendeth 
iN 
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in itſelf the Vailing Form of Fleſh, as a Beautiful Form in that Divine My- 
ſtery, which it finnheth in itſelf. 

24. But you will ſay now perhaps ; How 1s this done, by what Power, and 
in what manner is the Body of our Lord in the Refurre&tion made a Luickning 
Spirit ?- 

af I anſwer, that itis done by vertue of the Perſonal Union between the 
Divine and Humane Nature in Chriſt. The Perſon is the Word, the Eternal 
Spirit. This Word, the Soul, the Body of our beloved Feſus, are all one Perſon, 
ſo all one Eternal Spirit, the Fountain of Life. 

As the Soul is ſaid to be all in the whole Body, and All in every part of it; . 
ſo is the Perſon in Chrift, the Immmertal TWord All in the whole Humane Na- 
ire, and All in every part of it, either Soul, or Body. The-Union between the 
Divine Nature-in our Bridegroom, and his glorihed Body is equally immmed:;- 
ate, and entire, as between that, and his Triumphant Soul. 

The Humane Nature ſubliſteth, and ſtandeth in the Divine, as a Tree it its 
Root, But this. Union in the days of his Fleſh is as that between the "Free, 
and its Root in Winter. 'The Reſurrection 15 our Saviours Spring-time, and 
Summer: - Every living Root in Spring ceaſeth not to ſend forth its Sap into the 
Tree, until it have brought forth the Tree into that Form, and laden it with 
thoſe Fruits, which are proper to the-Root. In the Reſurrection the Divine 
Nature riſeth up withall its Sweetnefs, and Fatnefs, all its Vertues and Powers 


into the Humane Nature, till it have ſpread, and faſhioned it entirely into its 


own Form ; till it have laden it all over with the precious Fruits of its own 
excellencies, Joys, and Glories. In every power, part, and point of Soul, and 
Body, though never ſo mean, fo ſmall, the Fountain of the God-Head openeth 
itſelf ; the Fulneſs of. the God-Head poureths forth itſelf, that as the Waters 
cover the Sea, ſo every diſtinct Part, or Point appeareth, as a diſtin&t Sea of 
the Divine Life, Joys, Loves, and Glories without bottom, or bound. 

This, O ſhadowy Man, O faln, loſt Man, is 75y Feſus,thy Life, thy Saviour! 
Look to this Feſ#s with an Eyeof Faith with an Eye of Love, live by Him, 
live i» Him,live to Him. T'rwumph thou becauſe of this Feſus. 

Look to Him as, 1. Thy Principhe. 2. Thy Pattern. 3.'Thy Price:4. "Thy Por- 
1:08, 
1. Look. to this Feſus, who 1s All-Beautiful with the Beauty. of the God- 
Head itſelf, as thy Principle. I am the wine, ye are the branches. He, that abid- 
eth in me, and I mm him, bringeth forth much fruit. Without me ye can do nothing, 
faith Jeſus Chriſt, Foh. 15.5. The Tree firſt comprehendeth the Branch in itſelx, 
then ſendcth it forth,ſupplying.it continually with its ownLife and-Sap.By the 
vertue of this Life & Sap the Branch taketh hold of the Tree, ſucketh in con- 
tinually freſh and vital nouriſhment, by which it flouriſheth, and bringerh forth 
much fruit. What ſhall I ſay for thee, who yet partakeſt not of the ſweetneſs, 
and fatneſs of this Spiritual T'ree of Life, and love? Thou canſt bring forth no 

| —_ Fruit, .. 
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Fruit, thou canſt do nothing towards thine own fruitfulneſs, Without this 
?eſzrs thou canſt do nothing.O that thou didſt underſtand thine own Emptineſs, 
and the Fulncſ of Sap in this Vine:How truly All things Angels, Men All the 
Creatures can do nothing, are nothing without this Zeſus,that Spirit,which is 
the onely 'Truth,the one]y Te in,and thorow All ! ] will pray over thee with 
inward bleedings of Divine Love from my heart; O that Feſzzs thy Root, who 
comprehendeth even thee aiſo in the Fulneſs of His Heavenly ſap,and vertue, 
would bring thee forth by a new birth,as a Heavenly branch in Himſelf ! © 
that He wovld continually muyk forth from His Brealt the ſtreams of His Lite 
into thee ! Thus He abiderh in thee. Now do thou, now wilt thou by Him abi- 
ding in thee abide inHim.Shoot forth thy ſelf into!Him,as roots do theirSprigs, 
and Branches into the Earth beneath, by the actings of thy Faith upon him, 
Draw his Spirit, and Grace into thy ſelf. Be green, be fr, and flouriſhing 
in.the Eye of Heaven. Bring forth much Frwr for thy ſelf; thy Saviour, 
thy Heavenly Father, all Angels,and bleſſed Spiritsto feed upon in Eternity. 
2. Look to this Feſ:rs,) as thy Pattern. W har thou haſt ſeen done in lis Soul, 
and Body, by the Union between theſe and the God-Head ; the ſame Glory 
ſhall be brought forth in thy Soul, and Body alſo by the Union between him, 
and thee; if thou in thy Soul, and Body adhere, and ſtick ro his glorified 
Soul, and Body, as they are full of the Eternal Word dwelling in them, and 
reſting upon them. 'The Angels reproved the Diſciples, when Chrift was taken | 
up into Glory, becauſe they looked to a viſible Heaven to ſee their glorified | 
Lord ſtill with Eyes of Fleſh: hy ſtand you here gazing up into Heaven? | 
This ſame Teſus, wbo is taken up from you into Heaven,ſhall ſo come in like man- | 
ner, as ye have ſeen him go into Heaven: I ſay to you in another ſenſe : ſtand, 
and look upon your Feſns, as he aſcends.”This is your Pattern. As you have ſeen i 

him in his Humane Nature go np out of all Fleſhly, and Viſible Images into *? 
an Inviſible Glory ; as you have ſeen him taken out of the fight of every Þ| 
create& Eye in the white Cloud of the moſt excellent Majeſty of the Father, 
which'isthe Heaven of Heavens, ſo ſhall the fame Feſus in like manner come #® 
again in your Souls,and Bodies, deſcending into them uponthoſe Spiritual Hea- 
vens, and changing them by degrees. from Glory to Glory, till they alſo pur 
off cvery thing of Fleſh,and diſappearing to every natural Eye, be made per- 
fefin the ſame Sp:rit, tobe for ever together with him there, where he is,and | 
hke him. '* > ee | {0 
3- Look to Feſus, as thyPrice. The Lord taketh notice of the low thoughts, | 
and diſeſtcem, which the Fews had of him by that, which they gave for him 7? 
thirty pieces of Silver :|[7his, faith he by the Prophet, 7s the Price, at which } 
they valued me. "Thou that ſeemeſt to thy ſelf the leaſt, and pooreſt in all the 
flock of Chriſt, ſee the great, the unimaginable thoughts of eſteem, and love 
in the heart of: God for thee ; O man ſee the hanour, and afteftion, which : 
thy God hath for thy Soul, kow precious it is in bis Eye. This 1s the price, at 
has which 
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which the Father vatueth thee, this 7eſzs his onely Son, full of God, and 
of Glory,enriched all over in his whole Perſon, with all the Treaſures of the 
| God-Head laid out upon every part of him. "Learn O man, to believe ; 
Learn' O believer, ro value thy felt by this Price, at which the Father hath 
, valued thee, this Feſws. O Sinner, expect as muct Love, and Mercy, as much 
Grace, "Comfort, and Glory to raiſe thee above the loweſt depths of Sin 
in the Guilt, Filth, and Power of it; in the ſting, ſhame, ſufferings,and wrath, 
which go along with it ; asthis Price can purchaſe, this all-glorious Feſus is 
worthy of, with the Fulneſs of his God-Head multiplied innumerable times 
over, in his Divine Nature, in all parts of his humane Soul, and Body. O 
Saints, let your Faith, and Hope ſtop no where, ' until you find that broughr 
forth in you, which may anſwer ſo ineſtimable a price, until you find your ſelf 
raiſed to that pitch of Beauty, Blefledneſs, Glory, ' and 'Spirituality, which 
may be worthy of this Teſs. | 

4. Look upon this Feſus, as your Portion. "Thou, who canſt ſay, as Davi4 
doth, Pſal. 16.'5. The Lord TFeſus is the Portion of my Heritage ; mayſt add, 
as he doth. v. 7. The lines are fallen unto me in a pleaſant place ;' 1 have a 
goodly heritage. This is a Fountain ſealed, and a Garden intloſed, a Fountain 
{cajked, a Garden inclofed from every natural Spirit ; but incloſed with walls of 
Fire, the Fire of Eternal Love, and Glory for thee; ſealed with thine Image, 
and the Inſcription of thy name upon it,who believeſt. Walk in this Garden, 
delight thy ſelf with the pleaſant beauties, ſweet ſmells, divine vertues, pre- 
cious Fruits of the God-Head there. Go down into this Fountain ; bath 
thy ſelf in the depths of it, lie there overflown with its living waters,till thou 
& - be changed into the ſame waters, and become one Fountain, one Spirit with 
= . thy Feſas, till thy Soul be made like his glorious Soul, thy Body be made lil: 
Z tohis glorious Body ; till the Fountain of the God-Head bs opened, and the 
* Fulneſs of the God-Head poured forth 'm every part of Theſe, as of Them 
by their mutual Union, and Marriage in one-Quickning Spirit. 

Propoſ. 3. I drew the Platform of a Building for rhe countenancing of my 
Second Rule in Direction to the knowledge of the Perfcn, and Beauties of onr 
glorified Saviour, I laid the ground of my Building in the latter part of that, 
1 Cor. 15. I caſt this Building into three Stories compriſed in three Propoſiti- 
ons. I have finiſhed t2v0 of them according to my model. 

The Second Rule for the fake of which I deſigned this Frame,and Fabrick 
was, that Spiritual Things ars to be compared with Spiritua. "The two Propoſitt- 
Z ons, which' were as the two Stories in the Building were theſe. 1. The Body 
#® of our feſus inHeaven is not tobe compared with his Body on Earth,either living, 
= or dying. 2. There is no Compariſon between the glorified Body of our Belewved 
= # Heaven, and the firſt, the faireſt Body of Adam in Paradiſe. 

I am now to add the Third Story, ſo to lay the Top-ſtone, and to compleat 


$ my Building, . 
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Prop. 3. The Third Propoſition 1s this : The Spiritual Body of our Bleſſed Savi- 
icur is to be compared with its own $ iritual Principle, and Pattern, The Materi- 
als, Form, and Furniture for this Piece of the Building are taken our of that 
Seripture, 1. Cor. 15. 47. The firſt man is of the Earth, Earthy : the ſecond man 
the Lord from heaven. See here T'wo diſtinEt principles, and Patterns of two 
ſeveral] Men , differing not onely, as diſtin&t Individuals of the ſame Kind ; 
but in their whole Efnce, and Nature, as Heaven, and Earth ; the Shadow, 
and the Subſtance ; the Life,and the Pifture. 

The Principle of the Firf(/Man is Earth : the Principle of the Second Man 
i Heaven. From theſe” 120 Principles thete rewo Men take their whole Nature 
Name, and Image. 'They take their Nature entirely from their Principles. T be 
fff maness of the Eavth, Earthy : the ſecond Man is the Lord from Heaven. v. 
47. As the Mettals take their Efſence, and Subſtantial Form from the Mine, 
in which they are bred, and out of which they are drawn :fo the firf# Adam, 
from the Mine of Earth below is Earth in his Subſtance, and Eflence. The /c- 
cond Man Teſus riſen from the Dead is pure Heaven quite thorow in the Fun- 
damentals, and Effential Parts of His Immortal Subſtance, as well, as in the 
Ornaments, and Beautifyings of it. For He cometh forth from a Mine of 
fineſt Gold. Hee is the Lord, of & Nature in it ſelf above All, and over All, 
from Heavcn. - 
| Theſe 1200 Men take their Name alſo from their Principle. As is the Earthy, 
fach are they that are Earthy : as is the Heavenly, ſuch are they that are Hea- 
wenly : v. 48. Behold the Earthy, and the Heavenly. 

They take their Image t6b from their Principle. As we have born the Image 
of the Earthy : we ſhall lokear the Image of the Heavenly. "The Heavenly One 
beareth the Image of His proper Heaven, out of which He cometh, and {© 
bringeth Heaven down in Himſelf, 'The Earthy One is cloathed with the Image 
of the Earth, out of which He is taken. 'Thus the Principle is the Pattern allo. 
Each Man is All that, -which He is, for Matter, and Form ; Subſtance, and 
Image; Stuff, and Trimming ; Metal, and Faſhion from his own Princip!e. 
ThePrimciple is both theMine,and;Mint.EachMan of theſe 'Two comprehend- 
eth His Principle in Himſelf ; the One, the Earth ; the Other, Heaven in Hi: 
Heart, and Face; in His Root, Subſtance, and Sap, as alſo in His Form, Flower, 
an} Fruit. | 

[ Know no picce of Knowledge in the whole Goſpel, of more conſequence, 
upon which more of Divine Light ; more of Divine Life, and Strength : more 
of Divine Sweetneſs, Comtort, and Joy dependeth, than a right Underſtanding 
of the Difference between theſe T7vo, the Earthy, and the Heavenly One. This 
is the Golden Key, which| openeth not the little Wicket, but the great Gate 
into the Kingdom of God ; the Several Natures of Adam, and Chriſt in His 
Humanity; the Son by Creation, and the Son by Adoption ; Man in Paradiſe, 3 
Saint in the Spirit and in Heaven. 


Theſe 
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Theſeare to be Known by their Principles onely. For their Principles are 
their Patterns. 

Their Principles are Earth and Heaven. Theſe will be beſt Known by their 
Anſwering, and Oppoſition one to another. All, that is, is divided into Heaven, 
and Earth. 

1. The Earth, which 1s the Principle of the Firſt man 1s to be ſought out 
and diſcovered,that we may upon that Foot-ſtool afcend to the Throne that 
we may come more diſtinctly, :and clearly by Degrees to a Sight of that Hea- 
ven, Which is the Principle of the Lord Feſzs in Glory. 

This lyeth clear before us, that the Heaven underſtood in this place cannor 
be any Viſible, or Common Heaven, no, not any of the Created Heavens. This 
isan Heaven above All. For He, who' cometh forth from it, 15 Lord of All. 
He is made Higher than Al! Heavens, by aſcending into this Heaven, which 
is of another Make difterent from all things of the Firſt Creation ; and hath a 
New Name above every Name, that is named in this World, or that which 
is to come; the World of Senſe, or the World of Angels : Heb. 7. 26. Eph. 4- 
V. IO, 

The Earth then of which we ſpeak cannot be the Common Earth. It muſt 
be as large, as that mentioned, Gez. 1. v. 2. out of which the Heavens them- 
ſelves were made. The Earth intended here by the Holy Ghoſt taketh in all things 
below the Heaven mentioned,and meant by Him.Angels with all the Inviſible 
Glories of the Firſt Creation are Gods ariſing up out of this Earth,and com- 
prchended within the Compaſs of it. 

I will ſet up Three Lights before you, by which T ſhall endeavour to give 
you a Proſpect of this Earrh, and of the Firſ# Man arifing out of it, ſo, as to 
be a Shadow, and a Figure of the Heaven weaim at, with our Bridegroom 
coming down out of ir, comming down in it, as His Mother of Eternal Love ; 
His Garment, and Crown of Divine Beauty ; His Chariot of Life, and Light; 
of Power, and Pleaſure. 

1. Light : God, as He is the Head of the Firſt Creation, cometh not forth 
Naked, but in a Shadowy Image of Himſelf, which He caſteth, asa Vail, over 
the true and proper Beauties of His own Perſon, which the Eye of no Crea- 
ture ever ſaw, or can ſee, Pſal. 104. The Pſalmift fingeth the praiſes, and 
wonders of God in the Creation. After the preface he beginneth thus : 7/40 
covereſt thy ſelf with Light, as with a Garment,ond ſtretcheſt out the Heawvens,as 
a Curtain; v. 2. You have a manifeſt alluſion here to the Works of the Firſt, 
and Second Day ; Ger. 1. The Fews ſay from this Scripture in the books of 
their wiſe, and learned men, that God to make this Wor'd, appeared not in 
His naked Beauties, but cum Indumentis ſuis, with a Garment fora Covering 
upon Him. The Light, in which God ſhineth forth at the Beginning to form 
a Maſs of Darknes into a beautiful Creation,was onely a Shadow of the Erer- 
nal Light of His own Nature, and Subſtance, and a Vail upon it.” The Glory 
M m 2 ef 
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itſelf, the Divine Preſence, and Appearance at the Head of this Creation, which 
was ſpread over the whole Compaſs of it, as an Heaven, was a Curtain drawn 
before the true Heaven,| the tfve Glory, which ſtood behind this Curtain ; 
like the Oracle, in the moſt Holy place, while the Firſt Tabernacle was nor 
yet removed 'This is the Firſt Light. 

2. Light : God in this Shadowy Image of himſelf is that Earth, the: Di- 
vine Earth, out of which the firſt. Man is made with a Divinity reſting upon 
him. Ger. 1. 26. God ſaid; let. \us make man in our Image, after our Like- 
12's, The word Image, in (Hebrew Tjelem, ſecemeth to be a contratt of twa 
words, T\cl Maveth, the Shadow of Death. It is uſed, Pfal. 39. 6. Man 
waiketh in a vain ſhow ; they are diſquitted in vain, or im vanity. 

That other word uſed, Ger, 1. 26. Our Likeneſs, tignitieth fimilitude,. [i- 
Tence, an imagination, a cutting ff, Both import thus much, that the Divine 
tr1age, the Mother of the\firjt Adam, in whole Womb he was formed, out of 
whoſe Womb he ſprung forth, upen whoſe breaſts he hung, was a ſhadow, a 
filent vaniſhing Shadow/ of the Eternal word, in which that ſlept, as in its 
Night, or Death. As Dreams are Imaginations in the Fancy, which act their 
parts while the Man ſleepeth : ſuch was this Image, atter which Man with 
the whole World was made. "This was the Mother-Earth, which broughe 
him forth, which beareth him, which nurſeth him in her Boſom, and dandlerh 
n:m on her Knees. 

We read ; Gen 2, 7. God formed Man of theduſt of the ground. The 
word Ground is the ſame with Adam. It lignifieth in its root a ſparkling Lu- 
{tre, and Ruddinefs, like that of the beſt Rubies, to expreſs which it 1s alſo u- 
ted. A ſwectand glorious Light ſhining thorow a dark ſhade, likea rohie mor- 
mng ; or the Sun ſetting red in. a lovely evening, becauſe my low he ſhi 
ncth with his bright Beams thorow: the riſing miſts,and vapours ot the Earth ; 
1s properly intended by this word. The Lightof the. God-Head ſparkling in 
2 Shadow cf himſelf, glowing under a Cloud, like a living Ruby from the 
Rock of Eternity ; this was Adamah, the Groxnd, the Mother of Adam. 

God formed Adam of the duſt of this ground. The learned Jews para» 
pliraſe aſter this manner upon the 4«ſ# here. As the skilful Apothecary bea- 
tetiy his Spices to a ſmall, and fine powder, that by a more curious, and exa&h 
mixture of them he may make them into a richointment, or cordial: ſo God 
in the ſmalleſt, and leaft parts pertc&tly mingleth, . and uniteth all the Princix 
ples, Powers, Forms, and Vertues of the ſeveral Creatures, as they lay toge- 
ther in their firſt, and faireſt Image, in their Firſt-born ſtate in himſelf, OE 
theſe thus tempercd he {ormeth Man, the. Seceud Image of the whole Creation 
next to that in his own Perſon. 'Thus Man is as a living Cryſtal, in which 
the entire Form of all the world viſible,and inviſible is ſeen. tranſparently in 
ime whole Glaſs, and inevery point of the Glaſs, by a raviſhing concurrence 
oF all partsin each, the minute} part, with a moſt beautiful, and divins 
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Harmony ariling from the accurate Mixture of that Precious Duſt. Thus 
| Man is an Univerſal mulick, where the well-meafured Motions, and ſweet 
Sounds of all the Strings meer in every $kilful Touch of every String; as a 
New Circle of Heavenly Melody, and Delights ſpread from a New Center of 
Life, and Love. 'Thus I paſs from the Second to the Third Light. 

2. Lizht: The Firſt Adam was the Golden Head of the Firſt Creation next 
to God in Feſus Chrift. St.Fobn in the 1. chapter of his Golpe! delcriberh the 
order, and manner, in which the tnfaln World came forth from God. The 
Werd,vrhich was Feſ#us Chrijt, 25 He is God, the Effential, and Ercrnal Image 
of the God-Head,was made by His own Almighty Power, according tothe Un» 
ſearchable Counſel of His own All-Gracious,and All-Slorious Wili,a Shadowv 
Image of Himſelf. As upon theVail of the moſtHolyPlace were wrought in plea- 
ſantColours rhe Figures of thoſe Cherubims,which food within the Vail ſhining 
in a rich Subſtance of Maſly Gold : So was it in the moſt Holy Perſe of cur 
Saviour, the true, and living 'Temple of the Divine Nature, 'T'ne Gloncs of 
the Eſtential Image figured themlelves upon this Myſtical Vail of the Shadowy 
Image.So- the. Beloved Apoſtle ſaith to us, while he openeth the Myſteries, and 
Births of the Divine Love ; v. 2. All things were made by Him ;, by his Lord, 
and his Love; our Lord ,and our Love, our Feſ#s. As He was the Eflential 
Image, and the Pattern upon the Mount of Eternity, All things were made by 
Him; They were Copies taken of Him, Shadows caſt from Him by the Abun- 
ance of an Overflowing Life, .and vertue in Him. 1irhout Him as nothing 
made, v. 2. That expreſſion Without Him ; properly ſignhieth, apart in ſepara- 
7191, or diſunion from Him ; in a Self- Subſiſtency. All the Creatures in their 
Flower, in their Virgin-purities, and perfeCtions ſtood, and flouriſhed toge- 
ther with their united Beauties, and Sweetneſles in the Perſon of our Bride- 

room, as He: made Himſelf a Shadowy Image. After this manner, was our 
Sous The Beginning of the Creation of God , and the Firſt-horn of every Crea- 
ture. IS 
'St John addeth ; wv. 3. In Him was Life. Some Interpreters joyn the latter 
end of the ſecond verſe with the beginning of the third, and read; That which 
was made, was Life in Him. The ſenſe 1s the fame. All the Creatures in the 
Perſon of Chriſt did flouriſh, and ſhine together in the unſtan'd Luſtre, and 
Harmony of One Divine Beauty. They did rejoyce, and ſing together in the 
Fellowſhip of One Divine;Lite, and Love. Here they ſee the Beautice, they 
ſmell the {weetnefles, they traſt the pleaſant vertues, they feaſt upon the preci- 
ous GO" they drink in the pure Lives, and Spirits of each other conti- 
TLUALLY, 

This Life was theLight of Man,v.z.From-this Life-Inage of the Creation: 
in Chri/} propagating itſelf Immediately, and entirely, ſpringeth forth the Ef- 
fence, znd Form of Man. Mans now a Light of Glory ſhimng freſhly, and 
fully from the Firſt Created Light, which fubſiſted in the Perſon of the Eter- 
nal 
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nal Word, In this Light of Glory tood Paradiſe with all the Creatures in 
their Prin. it've, Pure, and Firſt-born State, next to their Firſt-born State in 
our Lord Feſ#s. From the Fountain ariſing here, and going torth from this 
Eden all the Creatures ſprung up freſh, and new every moment, in their ſeve- 
ral Bcings, and Beauties, as they grew upon their proper, and diſtinCt roots. 

By this you may underſtand the ſenſe,in which Adam 1s faid to be ſer in the 
Garden to dreſs it,and to keep t;Gen.2.To dreſs it,lignifieth 70 ſerve i7,or miniſter 
70 it. TheLord Feſus by his Relurre<tion frm the dead 1s ſer in the Heavenly 
Paradiſe to drefs, and keep that. So he ſaith of himſelt: Tgo to prepare a place 
for you ; Fohn 14. 'TheeParadiſe above 1s ſer in the giorited Perſon of the 
Lord Feſzs. From the Father the Fountain of the God-Head opening himſelf 
in his Boſom,he riſeth up with an Eternal Form of Divine Glory into every 
particular Saint, as intoa Spiritual Plant of the Heavenly Paradiſe, which 
comprehendeth all Paradiſe with its Root, Body, and Branches 1n itſelf. Feſzrs 
Chriſt is the Tree of Life im the midſt, the Center of the Eternal Paradiſe, on 
which all the Friuts of this Garden grow. Each Fruit, each Plant in like man- 
ner is a Tree of Lite compleat in itſelf bearing all the other Love-Plants, as 
is own proper Branches, and Fruits. Thus this Paradile in the third Heayens 
ſtandeth i» the Perſon: of Chriſt, and ſtandeth out of the Perſon of Chriſt. 

After the ſame {imilitude the Paradiſe below ſtandeth tirit, ſtandeth entire 
inthe Angelical Perſon of the firſt Adam. The Lord Jeſzws m his Shadowy 
Image rifeth up frit here, here firſt he formeth the faireſt, and fulleſt figure of 
himſelf. Every Angel, every Star, every Flower hath here its firſt, its freſheſt 
Life, Beauty, and Sweetneſs. All fall in, and ſtand here, as parts of the Mu- 
{ick in the full Harmony. Asall the parts of Muſick flow forth from the Uni- 
verſz] Harmony, and are meaſured by it : fo doth the firf# Man from the Foun» 
tain riling up into the univerſal Form of the whole Creation in himſelf, go 
forth every moment freſhly, and newly into the temporary Forms of each 
parucular Creature, each Angel, each Star, each Flower, miniſtring to thern 
the number of their parts, the meaſure of their proportions, the weight of 
their veitics, I have been the larger in this place, that we may enjoy the 
ſwcetnc(s of the Light of that Scripture more tully by ſeeing it more clearly, 
Rom. 5. 14. The firſt Man was a Figureof him, who ts to come. 

 Thisis the Earth, of ' which we ſpeak, God in a Shadowy Imave; the Mocns 
wh:ch Pythagoras called , an Heavenly Earth ; or an Earthly Heaven. Thus 
is the firſt manot this Earth, Earthy. | 

] believe you run beforeme in your thoughts, and by this time have ſome 
profpe into that Heaven, from which the ſecond Man, the Lord of Glory 
cometh, 1 am now to proceed to this, which 15 our Reſt, and the end of our 


j: 1. :0t be unprofitable, nor unpleaſant to ſtay kere a while, and re- 
197 025 beautiful Earth, this bleſſed Mn rifing up out of it. 
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It will afford us 1wo Peſſens of much uſe , and comfort. 

1. Leſſon. Fear, tremble, be confounded ar the Gghr of Sin, and fly from 
it with ail your might.O Man ! What a glorious Angel walt thou? How wert 
thou in the ſimilitude of God ? the Crownot the whole Creation ? Every pre- 
cious ſtome was there. How is this goodly Creature faln ? "Thou art become 
by Sin a Worm, and no Man ; a Serpent creeping upon thy belly,and teeding 
upon the-duſt of the Earth. All the Creatures grew, and flouriſhed to- 
gether , as a Noſe-gay in thy Boſom, being 1n their Paradiſe there, and 
living upon their Root. How art thou made a filthy, noifom {ink, in which all 
| the Creatures lie covered with dirt, withered, and dead ? O the Curte, thar 
goeth along with every Sin ! bY ns | 

I have heard of an Holy Divine,ſtrong in Faith, who,haunted by an Appa- 
rition of the Devil in the form of an Hog, thus reproached him : Fe Satan 
cence a beautiful, and bleſſed Angel, deſt thou now appear 'im the ſhape of a wile, 
filthy Heg ? The Devil was ſo ftung with this reproof, that he wenr preſent!y 
away out of countenance, and vanithed cut of rhat good Mans fight. When 
we are tempted to any Sin of Luſt, Covetouſnefs,or Wrath, letus in like man- 
ner ſay to our ſelves: Fie mySoul,once in theLikeneſs of God,once a.Quire of Ange!s, 
a Paradiſe in thine own Perſon ; wilt thou now make thy ſelf a:Hog,a Deg,oToad. 

2. Leſſon. Set a high value upon Feſus Chriſt ; ſer your hearts upon him ; 
believe in him ; love him ; run into his arms ; cleave to him, That Paradiſe, 
that Purity, that Innocency, that light of Life, and Beauty, which you have 
loſt, are found again in his boſom changed from rhe Shadow to the Subſtance. 
He, that was the Figure in the firſ® Adam, and vaniſhed out of your ſighr, 
leaving you alone, naked, and deſolate ; the ſame is come again to you in the 
ſecond Adam, in the Truth, and life,ro abide for ever with you. Auguſtus Cox- 
{ar gloried, that he found the Buildings of Rowe Bricks, bur left them Marble. 
Our Paradiſe was at firſt Earthly, and fading. Our Jeſs hath prepared for us 
in himſelf an Heavenly, unfading, eternal Paradiſe. When Cz/ar found Cato 
his Enemy ſlain by his own hand, that he might not come into the power of 
the Conqueror ; Ceſar ſpake theſe words over the dead body : I envy thee 
Cato the glory of thy Death; ſeeing thou didſt envy me the plery of thy Life. 
Poor man ! faln from thy firſt Beauty, and Bleiledneſs; loft in Death, and 
Wrath ; come to Feſzs Chriſt ; donot thorow unbelict deny to him the glory 
of reſtoring thy Beauty,andBlefleaneſs to thee better,than ar the firſt, by reſto» 
ring thee to the naked Boſom of Eternal Love, and the Subſtantial Joys of 
eternal Life. 

But now itis time to paſs on to our ſecond Diſcovery, unto which all this 
Hath been a preparation only. We have ſeen the flouriſhing Earth of the fir 
Man, which is only as a fight in a Crofs-bow, or Gun to dire& our Eye to 
the mark, which is the Heaven anſwering to this Earth. Bleſſed ſhall our Eyes 
be, if they ſee this Heaven opening it{cif,. and the Lord coming down out of 
it, with all its glories under his Feet, and round about him. 2. Hea- 
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2. Heavy: God in the brightneſs of his.&n Subſtance, uncloathed of-e- 
very garment, appearing in the naked Beauties, and Loves of his Divine Na- 
ture, and Perſon ;, this 3s the [Heaven into which the Body of our Saviour af- 
cendeth, out of which it cometh, as a Bride from the boſom of her Bride- 
groom as the Heavenly Eve from the fide of her Heavenly Adam ; Beauty of 
his Beauty, Love of his Love ; joyned to him inſeparably in one Spirit, and 
one eternal Glory, 2 

This is the Heaven over the head of the ſhadowy Image, the eſſential, and 
eternal Image of the Father. This is the RefurreCtion of our Fe/us from the 
Dead ; this is the {wect,and facred Myſtery of our Saviours death; the opening 
of the ſhadow,as a Grave, in which the true Glory {lepr, that this might come 
forth, and as it riſeth, overſpread the ſhadow ; as it overſpreadcth it, gather it 
up into itſelf, which 13 the — up of Death into the Victory and Tri- 
umph of Eternal Life ; the darkneſs of the ſhadow into the everbleſled light 
of the beloved ſubſtance, | 

Our Love is never awakened, \or ſtirred up till himſelf pleaſe. When the 
Beautiful, and Acceptable time 1s come, the true Glory, which lieth buried in 
the ſhadow awakeneth,by a myſterious touch upon the ſhadow rendeth ir,as a 
Vail ; then it looketh forth, and ſpringeth like the morning,like the fair Moon, 
like the pure Sun, the Figure, and\the Life, all ſhining together with one Glo- 
ry in the calm, and clear day of Eternity, 

I ſhall endeavour to explain, and confirm this to you by oe Scripture ; 
John 17. 5. Pather glorify me with thy ſelf with that Glery, which T had with 
thee before 1he world was. Our dying Saviour praycth for his humane Nature, 
and tor his divine Nature,only—as it was united to, and ſympathiſed with his 
Manhood. The God-Head in its own {ingle ſtate, and {mplicity is ever above 
a'] paſſion, and ſo all prayer. Feſus Chrift prayeth to be glorified 2v4rh the Fa- 
:4r in that Soul, and Body, in which he was preſently ro be crucihed with 
'F bieves; that #72 rheſe he may be there, where the Father is, that 18, 7 rhe 
high, and holy place of Eternity ; to this end that i» theſe he may partake of the 
glory of the Father there, in Eternity. Erernity is defined to be < The poſſeſſion 
of all good together, and at once; without any bound terminating it before, -or 
after, orinany kind. This is the high place of Eternity, above. all 'Time, 
Change, Succeſſion, or Divifion. For this reaſon is our Lord fa:d to be 
Higher than the Heavens. Al Created Hzavens are below Eternity, They have 
M-:fſures, and T.imits fer tothe Forms of their Beings, and ro their Durations, 
wh ch they car not paſs. They are ccntinually rouling thorow ſucceſiive Chan- 
ges. As the Seaiyeth ail in Waves : fo do the Efſences of the moſt great, and 
glorious Creature; conſiſt of manifold, and various Changes. Fefus alone in 
H's Manhood isa'cended to the Height of Eternity above all . Changes ; 
and in this Height of Glory He cometh rhe fec-d time into the World, when 
it is laid to him ; Thor changeſt the Heavens, as a Garment, and they are chan- 


gd. But thy throne, O Ged\endureth for ever and ever, Heb. 1. 8.14. So 
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Sd. the Lord Jeſus expoundeth Himſelf in that prayer of His ;Father, gle 
rike me with thy ſelf, with that Glory, which I had with thee before the World 
was. The Glory, which Chriſt prayeth for in behalt of His FHumanity,is a Glory 
above the Creation. For it was betore the Creation. 'I'he Glory of Chriſt's Hu- 
mane Nature in the Reſurre&ion from the Dead,is a Glory in Fellowſhip with. 
the Father, with Him, who was from the Beginning, an Eternal Glory, a Glory, 
which is, when yet the World is not; a Glory, wh.ch 15 the ſame, while the 
World ſtandeth, before which the World is not ; a Giory, which is, when the; 
Vorllis no more. Eternity hath neither Beginning nor End ; neither Succeſs 
1199, nor Change. . : 

\Ve may now underſtand, how Teſas Chriſt v.43 with the Father, before. 
the World was. 1. His Divmity was there. For in that He and the Father are 
Ine. 2 His Hurzanity was with the Father kctore the World Perſonally, mn 
its proper ”erſers. For the Divinity is the Perſon in tne Humanity, g. The Sou, 
and Bcdy of Chrilt were there in their Roo, in their Original, 1n the Will of 
the Fzther, which is Eternal Loye in its unconfined Abfolutenefs ; in the Wil- 
dom of the Father, which is Eternal Beauty mn its unlimited Greatneſs, and 
Univerſal Comprehenſion. They were alſo with the Father before the World 
in their glorified State. For their Glory, which is 7zz/elyes in Truth, and 
Perfection, is Eternal, was before the World was. 

Thus our Saviour in His Glorified Humanity 1s that Mekbiſedech, men- 
tioned in the Hebrews, c. 7. v. 3. without Beginning of Life, or End of Dayes ; 
whoſe name is always; 1 am, foh. 8.58. which met Abraham with Bread, 
and \Wine,when he came from the ſhughter of the fourKings. 

Blcfled arr thou, when thy Feſws thus appeareth to thee 1n the Form, and 
Glory of Melchiſdech, when He 1s known to thee by this His new and His old 
Name of Melchiſedech, the King, and Prieſt of the moſt high God, which, 
liveth for ever, livath in Eternity above all Times paſt, prefent, or to come. 
Thou who thus ſeeſt, and embraceſt Him, to thee He cometh with the Bread 
not of Angels, but of God; with the new Marriage- Wine of the Kingdom 
of God, Upon theſe the Father, your Beloved, and you ſup, and Fealt together 
while every One in H:m,is both the Gueſt, and the Feaſt. 

Blefled 1s he, who in like manner thorowout rhe whole Myſtical Body of 
our Saviour ſeeth that high, and ſweet piece of Divinity to be true, which drop- 
peth from the Laps of Chriſt like Myrrhe from Lillies ; oh, c.3.4.15. Noone 
alcenderch mio Heaven, but He, who cometh down out of Heaven ; the $cn af 
Man, who 1s in Heaven. Mark, how the Lord to prevent all Objections fixeth 
that Title, the Son of Man, upon thar, which hath irs conſtant abode in Hea- 
ven all along the feveral degrees of its deſccnt,and Aſcent.feſus Chriſt encome 
pafſeth, and circleth in His Human Nature Deſcending, waik'irg ſadly on the 
Earth, hanging on the Crols, lying in the Grave with the Glory of the ſame 

:Jumane Nature Eternal in the Heavens. 
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I will now finiſh my Building, and lay the Top-ftone by giving you three 
\Repreſentations of the Perſon of your Beloved with its Beauty in the RefurreCt- 
ion ; as his Spiritual Soul,and Spiritual Body ſtand in the fame Glory with their 
Spiritual Principle, and Pattern ; as they are two diſtin&t Heavens exaQtly an- 
ſwering that Heaven, from which they come, it being both their Afine, and 

their Ment. So I ſhall conclude this «ſe. 

I. Repreſ. All my repreſentations ſhall be grounded on clear Scriptures. 
Can. 8. 6. The Spouſe prayeth to Chriſt : Set me, as a Seal upon thine Heart, 
as a Seal upon thine Arm, "The prayers of the Heavenly Bride are made by 
the Spirit according to the will of God, and ſoarc always anſwered. "The Di- 
vine, and Humane Nature are Bridegroom and Bride married together in one 
Perfon.As the Impreſſion of a Seal in Wax hath all its Subſtance,and Subſiſtence 
in the Wax, is nothing, but what the Wax is in that Form ; ſo the glorified 
Soul, and Body of our Bleſſed Lord ſtand, as Seals, as Impreſſions in that glo- 
rious depth of Love, of Light, of Life, of all Being, which is the Root, and 
Heart of the God-Head they ſtand,as Scaled Impreſſions on the Arm of God ; 
that is, on every Excellency, every Beauty, every ferm of Glory, in which 
the God-Head with endleſs variety, with incomprehenſible, Sweetneſs and Ma- 
jefty ſpreadeth forth itſelf, This is all that, which they are; the unfathomable 
Love, and Innumerable Beauties of the Divine Nature in the Forms of a Di- 

vine Soul, and a Divine Body, 
| 2. Repreſ. Fob c. 38.14. ſpeaking of the New Heaven, and Earth telleth 
us, that they are turned to the Eternal word, as Clay to the Seal. The Man- 
hood of Chriſt in Glory hath the firſt Model of theſe in itſelf. As a Golden 
Seal maketh the Impreſiion of itſelf on Wax, and then fixeth itſelf unto a con- 
ſtant abode in the Impreſſion, which it hath made: fo the Eternal Word im- 
printeth by itſelf immediately-upon its own Soul and Body, a clear, deep,and 
full Image of itſelf in all the Treaſures of its Immortal Life, and Bleſledneſs; 
uniting itſelf in its Divine Subſtance to this Divine Image moſt intimately, 
moſt intirely, inſeparably. After this manner the Glory, with which the Hu- 
mane Nature of Chriſt 18 glorified, is the Form, and fulneſs of the Divine 
Nature, in its Purity, unmixt with any other Subſtance, or Image, in its Per- 
fetion, poſſeſſing, comprehending, enjoying itſelf in each diſtinCt part here, 
diſtinctly, and compleatly. 

The God-Head by its unvailed Preſence,and full Appearance, at once faſhi- 
oneth the Manhood of our Feſus in every part, and point into its own S4- 
preamForm:;and hilleth thatForm throughout with its own moſt glorious Fulneſs. 

3. Repreſ. St. Paul telleth the Saints, that their Sonls, and Bodies are Tem- 
ples of the Holy Ghoſt. 1 Corin. 6. 19. If it be ſo in rhe Members, it is fo 
without queſtion in the Head, Feſrrs himfelf calleth his Body a Temple ; Deſtroy 
this Temple, and in three)days I will build it up again. This he ſpake of his Body. 

The Divine Nature, the Glorihed Soul, the Spirnwal Body of our Heaven- 
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ly Bridegroom are three wonderful Temples. The matter of which theſe 
Temples are made 1s all Spirit of the Eternal Spirit; the Light of Eternal 
Life in the Spirit. The faſhion of theſe Buildings is the form of God. All 
the Beauties, and varieties of the Eſſential Wiſdom, all the raviſhing delights. 
of the firſt, the higheſt, and moſt univerſal Harmony in the God- Head,ſhine 
in every part of theſe living ſtructures. Within is feen the high, and Holy 
Trinity with all its deep, dazling, and delightful Myſteries unvailed ; all the 
Perſons appearing in the Lights of their naked, and united Beauties. In the 
pure, and tranſparent brightneſs of this Supream Glory, which is the fir ſt,and 
the aff, are ſcen all things, that ever paſſed, or are to pals over the Stage of this 
Creation from the Beginning to the End with their ſeveral Motions, and 
Changes; yea, Forms tar more innumerable, and greater, than ever were, or 
can be ſeen in this world ; the whole compaſs of Eternity, and Time, as it 
cometh down out of Eternity, as it beareth the Figure of it, as it returneth 
again ; as it lierh in the boſom of Erternity, as it is one piece with it, and ma- 
keth a Triumphant part of the Divine variety there. Al] theſe are ſeen in the 
amiable, and admirable Face of the Trinity within theſe Temples ; as they 
are continually riling up out of their Fountain, the Unity of the firſt, and 
moſt tranſcendent Love, the Father of all ; as they are continually falling 
down into this Fountain again; as they are ever playing upon. rhe boſom of 
ir. All things are ſeen here, as rich varieties in the Harmony of an entire, and 
Immortal Beauty, which comprehendeth all Forms, and hath no bound beſides 
itſelf, which fitteth entire, and undivided upon every Form, and Part through» 
out the whole, which 1s the only Birth and Image of the Father. All things 
are ſeen here, as they make up one unexpreſhible Marriage-Joy between this 
Love,the Father, the Origina}, and this Beauty, the Birth, the Son, the Image 
by which they both breath forth themſelves into one Sp:rit, the Band, and U- 
nzon, the Inmoſt Center, and outmoſt Circle of. all Sweetnefles, Graces, Amia- 
bleneſles, Pleaſantnefles, Pleaſures, Reſts, Complacencies, Delights and Joys 
thorow Heaven,Earth, "Time, Eternity. ; 

Jn theſe three 'Temples theſe "Things are to- be obſerved, that we may un- 
derſtand their Divine Nature, and wonderful make aright. | 

1. Allthree are pertectly diſtinCt in the higheſt degree of diſtinction each 
from other. 

2. All three perfectly anſwer, and are alike to one another. 

. Every one comprehendeth the other 'T'wo exactly, and entirely in itſelf; 
that all 'Three ſtand together in each ſeveral Temple. 

4. All three Temples joyn perfe&ly into one Temple. 

5. The firſt Temple is the precious, and living Stone, out of which the 
other two grow up into living "Temples. It is the Root,the Life,the Subſtance, 
the Form, the Fulneſs, the perfection, the glory of the other T'wo. 

Lmuſt interpoſe here 1:20 Cautions to prevent miſtakes, 
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2. Cait, Preſerve carefully the diſinfion between Spiritual Things, both 
in the Verfen of our Saviour, and in his Myſtical Bodj. The Spirit raketh a- 
way all Scparations, and Diviſions from God. Al breaches upon the Unity of 
God are wounds with which Sin pterceth the Prince of Life. The Spirit 
healeth theſe breaches. But it preſerverh entire all diſtinctions of things 
#1 God, in the Divine Unity, "The God-Head, the Manhood, the Syul, the 
Body ; the Perſons of the Saints; and of their Saviour ever keep their proper 
parts in the variety to make the Mulick of Heaven pleatant. As Spirituality 
heightneth the Unity beyond every Created comprehen{ion, thar the Sweet- 
ne{s, and the Glory may be heightned in like manner : fo doth it enlarge the 
waricty beyond all finite proportions, that the Marriage-Joy may be more free, 
raore freſh, more full: X 

2. Caut. Preſerve carefully the diftinfion between God, and the Creatare, 
God is that, which he 13 ;z himſelf, and of himſelt. The Creature is thar, 
which it is by its Union with God, 'This 1s the Incommunicable Name of 
God ; I am that, which I am. The name of every Creature on Earth, and in 
Heaven 1s : I am that, which I am im God; I am that, which God is in me. 

I have now made an end of my third Propoſition, which was this, that the 
Spiritual Body of Chriſt\is to be compared with its Spiritual Principle, and Pai- 
te. Few: ipeaketh ro this ſenſe in one place. If they had known the Father, 
they would have known me ; if they had known me, they would have known you 
aljo. The Perton of the \Bridegroom 15s known arightonly by its Pattern, and 
in its Principle, which is the Father; as he 15 the brightne(s of the FathersGlory, 
the expreſs Image of his Subſtance, and ſporteth eternally in his Boſom. 'The 
Perſon of a-Saiat 1s then/only ſeen aright, when it 1s ſeen by its Pattern, and 
in its Principle, waich}1y the Heavenly Bridegroom ; as 1t 1s the brightneſs. 
and fulneſs of him, who ſhinerh thorow, and hileth All in All ; the Glory of 
Ch7i/t, in Chriſt, like the, pureſt Light rejoycing continually in the Boſom of 
the Sun. | 

[am now arrived at the end of my ſecond Rule; to compare Spiritual 
Things with Spiritual., And thus I have concluded my preſent «ſe, which is a 
dirc©;outo the knowledge of the Perſon of Chr:ſ#, and his Beauty. 

Cie 3. An exhortaticn to Holmeſs, and Cumfort thorow Faith in Feſus 
Crit. I'tis exhortation 15 raiſed upon thele three Grounds, 

1. Ground : The Perſon of cur Lord :s unchangeable.For he is in h's truc Per- 
ſon, when the Vail istaken oft trom him, an Eternal Spirit in an Eternal Glo- 
rv. 7elm 8. 58. Helaith of himfelt; Before Abraham was, I am. I am, is 
the nameot Eternity, and uncnangeableneſs. See how the Lord Teſus com- 
prebendeth ali the Suicceſſions, and D:ſtances of Time before Abraham, from 
Abraham to that moment as one, preſent, fixt, undivided point in himſelf. As 
a Rock itandeth firm on the Shore, winle Villions of waves rife, and fall ar 
Its foot : fuch a Rock of glory, and Eternity is our Saviour, While all the 
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Streams of Time roul along ſucceſſively,and paſs away;while all the waves of 
change lift up themſelves & reak & bury themſelves-onein another,thisBeauri- 
fil and bleſſed Perſonſtanderh unchanged, unmoved?in the midſt of them all. 
How great an Encouragement is this to you,who are toſt with the Tempeſls 
upon the Sea of this world, and bnd no reſt, toretire, and withdraw your 
{-lves into Feſzes Chriſt by Faich ? His giorious Perſon 15a perpetual Ca!m with 
Sun-ſhine.Here!in him,in the 1nzd{t of all the Storms of this world is theſame 
(cet untrou-bled Calin, which was in Eternity before the wo-1d was. 

Mal. 3. 6. Our Saviour is brought in ſpeaking after this manner : For I 
am the Lord, I change not : th:refore ye Sons of Facob are net couſumed. The 
unchangeableneſsof the Lord feſus 18 founded upon the unity of his Perſon, 
in which he comprehendeth, beholdeth, converſeth with himſelf, and all 
things. It is faid to this Feſus by the Pſalmiſs cited, Heb. 1. 8. Thy Throne, 
O God, endureth for ever, and ever. This Throne in the (ame Epiſtle 1s ſtiled, 
a Throne of Grace, that is, of Love; The Perſon of Chrijt in: its Unity 
is the Throne of Love, and Etern:ty. 

Hear this Word, all Sinners, and Saints ! Hear this, you who have an ear to 
hear, what the Spirit ſaith of the Perſon of Chriſt. You, that have none, ler 
this word come to you, and make in you a hearing Ear, Hear this, you, who 
bclievenor, that you may believe; you, who have Faith, that you may have 
it in greater abundance. The fame Eye, with which Feſus Chri/* looked upon 
you, the ſame Beauty, in which he beheld you, the ſame Love, with which 
he embraced you in himſelf in Eternity, before that Sin or the world had 
any Being ; with the ſame Eye he now lookerh upon thee, in the fame Beaury 
he now beholdeth thee, with the ſame Love he: now embraceth thee in the 
midſt of all thy Pilgrimages through ſo many Darkneſfes, and Deaths. For 
he is unchangeable. All the Waters, all the Fires of Temptations, and Trou- 
bles, thorow which thou paſleſt, cannot drown, conſume, or ar all empair thy 
Beauties, thy Joys. For thou awakeſt, and findeſt thy ſelf ever with thy Be- 
loved, tiry Feſas; thou findeſt him the fame to thee ; thou fudelt thy {elf the 
ſamein him. For he changeth not. So thoſe Waters, and fires vaniſh, as a 
Dream. 

2. Ground : The P:rſon of Chriſt comprehendetl3 all Changes in itſelf after 
an unchangeable nzanner. Heb. We are commanded to Jook to Feſns, the end 
of our Converſation; the ſame yeſterday, to day, and fer ever. As all inccefſions 
of Time lie united in one point, in one preſent, undivided moment in Eterni- 
y ; where all things paſt, and tr come are ever preſent, and every thing of 
'I'ime appeareth cloathed with thz Form of Eternity : fodo »!l changes lie in 
one unchangeable Glory in the Lord feſus. The Yeſterday of Infiniteneſs bc- 
force the world ; this worids Day ; Eternity ater this worid are 4] one Infinite. 
neſs, one Eternity of Life and Love in this bleſſed Perſon. This world in i- 
ſelf lerh, as 2 ſina!l Ifland in the midſt of the Ocean of Eternity bounding it 
on 
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on all ſides. In the Heavenly Perfon of Chriſt this Iſland js ſunk, and ſwallow- 
ed up into the Depths of that| Ocean, Which way ſoever. you look,there is no- 
thing but Heaven and Eternity. Are you wearied with the Changes of your 
own Heart, and This World ? Retire into the boſom of your Loving God,and 
Saviour. There every Change lyeth in anUnchangeable Beauty,and Blefledneſs. 
Do variety of Objects with their Changes diſtratt,and divide you, making you 
unſetled, and unſafe ? Wold you be unchangeable in a Holy, and Heaven] 
Frame of Heart ? Would you be unmoved in the Work, and Joy of the Lord ? 
Fix your Eye on Feſus Chriſt ; Abide in Feſus Chriſt. There you ſhall /ee rhe 
Same ; there you ſhall be the Same, Yeſterday, to Day and for Ever. The Lord 
was buried in a New Tomb hewed out of a Rock in aGarden. What a Myſte- 
rious, what a beautiful, what a bleſſed Figure is this ?Let us fear none of thoſe 
things, that are to come upon us. A Sick- bed.a Priſon,a Grave, every change 
lieth in thePerſon of ourBeloved as aManſion cur out of the Rock of Eternity, 
in the flouriſhing Garden of Eden, inthe Paradiſe of the Divine Nature. 

3. Ground. The Perſon of Chriſt hath paſſed thorow all Changes after an Un- 
changeable manner, St'\ Paul teacheth us that the Lord Feſus hath deſcended 
to the Nethermoſt parts of the Earth,and aſcended above all Heavens jo this end, 
that He might il All, Eph. c. 4- wv. O that I had thetongue of the Learned, 
the "wats. with the Learning of the Holy !that I could ſpeak to you with 
Words taught by the Holy Ghoſt ! O that you had hearts to take in and un- 
derſtand more, than [ can expreſs ! Feſws Chriſt our forerunner is gone into 
eyery Form of things from the Height of the God-Head above to the loweſt 
Deeps of the Creature /to this end, that He might fill every Form of Things 
with the Ulnchangeable Fulneſs of His ownPerſon,in whichAllFulneſs dwelleth 
together in a Spiritual and Divine Body. He hath by this means killed every 
point of time with Eternity : every ſpot of Earth with Heaven ; every Change 
on Earth, in Time, with the Unchangeableneſs of Heaven, and Eternity. St. 
Paul ſaid to his Friends : This I know, that Bonds await me in every place. But 
my life is not dear to me for the Teſtimony of Jeſus. A Believer ina contrary ſenſe 
may ſay, This 1 know, that my Fejws in the fulneſs of Unchangeable Loves, 
Beauties, and Joys, waiteth for me in every Change ; as a Spiritual Bride- 
groom 1n a Spiritual Bed of Lovyes, which is ever green, which hath a Perpe- 
tyal Calm upon it, and a Perpetual Spring. Nothing therefore is dreadful, or me- 
lancholy to me for the unchanged Pleaſantneſs of my Fe[us. 

In the Eaſtern countreys they imbalmed the Dead Bodies within, anoynted 
them without with coſtly Spices ; that they might be preſerved from putrefa- 
tion: and might hayea ſweet ſmell. When the Woman in the Goſpel poured 
forth a Box of pretious Spikenard upon therfeer of Chriſt ; He faid to ſome, 
who were offended with the walt : Trouble her not. She hath done this againſt 
my burial The Lord intimated, that this was a Sacrament diſpenſed by a Di- - 
vane Hand repreſenting forHis Conſolation this high, and holy My ſery ; that: 
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Death, and the Dead Body inthe Perſon of Chrift are ſo embalmed, anoynt- 
ed with the pretious Spikenard of the Eternal Spirit ; that the Dead Body is 
Incorruptible, Immortal, and Pleaſant ; Death itſelf 154 Flouriſhing Eafe, a 
fragrant ſweet-ſmelling Joy, as it lyeth in, and is filled with this Unchangeable 
Perſon. O ! with what a ſweet Indifferency may we now walk thorow all the 
Changes of Life,and Death, when our Heavenly Spouſe hath thus embalmed, 
anoynted, *lled all with the Delights, and Glories of His Unchangeable Per- 
ſon, and Preſence ! 

Uſe. 3. The Knowledge of the Lord Feſus in His Beauties ſandtifieth, and 
ſweetnerh our Life in this World, our Death, and Departure out of the World. 
This Uſe hath Two Parts. 

1. Part ; The Opening of the Perſon of Chriſt upon us in His Spiritual 
Glcies ſanftifieth and ſweetneth this Life. There are chree Principles of the 
Knowledge of Chriſt in His true, and unchangeable State, which will bring 
home His Heavenly Beauties warm, and ſhining. to your Hearts on this Earth 
by natural DeduCtions from each Principle. 

1 Principle. This World in its pure Naturals is the Shadow,which falleth 
from the Heavenly Body of Divine Glories in the Perſon of our Fair One. This 
hath been proved at large above.Learn then from this Truth 4. Leſſcns. 

1.Lefſon.Live unconcerned in this World. This Divine Leſſon is taught us 
fromHeaven by thcHolyGhoſt upon thisGround; x.Coy.7.29,3 0,31. But this I 
ſayBrethren, the timt is 7 It remaineth,that both they that hawe wrves, be, as 
though they had none; And they,that wept as though theywept not;and they that re- 
joyce,as though they rejoyced not;and they,that buy,as though theybougbt not ;& they 
that uſe this world,as notabuſing it: For the faſhion of this world paſſeth away.T he 
Apoſthe here divideth all thizWorld mto 4. Heads; 1. Relations;z.Paſſions; 3.Poſ- 
ſeſſions ; 4 Employments, and Entertainments. So/cmmon ſaith in one place; Why 
Srouldft thouſet thine heart upen that,which is not. There is no realDifference be- 
tween having aHusband,Wiife,orChildren,and having none;between being in 
Grief, or Joy, and being without Grief, or Joy; between having an 
Eſtate, and having none ; between being in the height cf' all Employments, 
or Entertainments, and being out of all. "This world hath nothing real. It is 
all a Shadow. Seeing then the various States of things on Earth have no real 
Difference ; paſs thou thorow all eſtares with a perfe&t indifference of Spirit, 
in a conſtant calm. Feeclef. 1, This is an Expreſſion of the Vanity, of 
all things here ; One Generation goeth, another cemeth but the Earth ftandeth 
for ever. The Scripture in ſeveral places makes this ong of the Names of God, 
The Earth ;the Ground, out of which all Generations of Thirgs ariſe, and in- 

ro which they return again. Divines interprer, that Land cf 1he Living menti- 
oned, to be the Divine Nature. Ih this let our Spirits be a Divine Earth ſtand- 
ng tor ever unmoved upon its ewn, Center of Eternity, while one change 
after another cometh, and paſſerh away again, The Holy Gheff prefleth it upon | 
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us by three Arguments, 1. 'This World is a Faſhion, a Figure only,a Shadow: 
The faſhion of this world. In| having this world thou haſt a Shadow. 'The 
Subſtance is above. Let the world in having thee have thy ſhadow only. Ler 
' thine heart be in Heaven with Feſws Chriſt. 2. This world vaniſheth, as a 
ſhadow. The faſhion of this world paſſah away. "The Colours in a Rain-bovs 
are Appearances of Colours, and no more, made by the refleCtion of the Sun 
upon a dark, and watery Cloud, So they ſuddenly break up, and are ſeen no 
more. "The Colours of a Flower upon its ſtalk in the Garden are real, liv'rg, 
and laſting. Such 1s the difterence between "Things on Earth, and Things in 
Heaven. Nothing here bath e:thcs Subſtance, or Root. 3. 'This world is a 
flying thadow ſuddenly gone The time & ſhorz. As the ſhadow upon a Dyal 
in a thort Winter-day movethi ſwittly, paſleth, away preſently, the Sun being 
tow, and immectately going in,-or going down : fo 1s every condition, eycry; 
comfort in Fleſh. "This is the firſ# Leſſon. 

2. Leſſon: Live without care, and with content. Let ycur moderation bs 
Known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. Be careful for nething : but in every 
thing by Prayer, and ſupplication with Thansgiving let your requeſts be made 
Brown wnto God, Phil. 4.5, 6. You have in thele words. 1. A Precept for 
moderation. Moderation is that meaſure of Things, by which they are pro- 
portioned, and tuned each to other, fo as to fall in, and agree in one. This 1s 
that which maketh Beauty in Sights, and Muſick in Sounds. A contented 
frame, compoſed, and equal motions are the Beauty, and Muſick of 7 ge Spt- 
rits. 2. -The Reaſcn of this Precept followeth ; The Lord is at \band, 1s near : 
nothing will ſo quict the Soul, and bring it to reſt in every Appearance of 
things here ſo, as a right ſencejof the near, and immediate preſence of the 
Lord Feſns in Glory with all theſe things, after the ſame manner, in which 
the Body, or Subſtance is preſent with its proper Shadow. The Body is pre- 
tent with the Shadow feur ways; as ſending 1t forth immediately from itſelf, 
and keeping it hanging upon uſelf by an immediate touch, and umon every 
moment ; as governing all its motions by its own AQts,and Operations in itſelf ; 
by its own Appearance there in its Figure, and Similitude ; by its Approach, 
and Readineſs ro break up the Shadow by its breakings torththorow ir. Canſt 
thou thipk that thy beloved in the ſweer ſhinings of his Beauty, in the won- 
derful aCtings of the DivineLife,in the pleaſant motions,and myſterious opera- 
tions of his Love, is thus near to every Creature, every Providence ; and not 
anfwer this Beauty with the Beautiful ſmile of a contented mind, this Muſick 
with the mclody of a well-pleafed, and harmonious teroper of Spirit: many 
that were ick, were healed by the. ſhadow of St. Peter overſpreading them, 
as he pafſed by. When thou art ſick with diſcontent for any paſſage of things 
in this world, ſubmit thy ſelf to. it, as the ſhadow of thy deareſt Lord, with 
which he overſpreadeth thee from his own Bleſſed Perfon, being himſelf ever 
at hand there, where his ſhadow is; hguring himſelf with his own Divine 
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" Motions, and Operations upon it ; being even now ready to diſcloſe himſelf 
thorow it, as the Roſe breaking out of the Bud. Lie down under every acci- 

. dent, as ſuch a Divine Shadow of this Dive Lover with his Love ; and thou 
wilt find thy ſelf healedof thy fickneſs 6f Mind,of everyGrief,and Melancholy. 
3. A third Thing in this Scripture alledged is a Proh3b1tion 'of© Care, Be care- 
tul in nothing. Care 15a Sin univerſally, in the pou things, as-well as the 
leaſt; in the higheſt things, as well as in the loweſt. _ : 

2a. But you will fay,whar Care 1s that, which 1s Sin ? 

Anſ, Tanſwer ; that Care-is a Sin, which breaketh the moderation of your 
Spirits, which defacerh the Spiritual Beauty, which diſturbeth the Spiritual 
Muſick of a well-pleaſed, and contented-mind in you.; which putreth your 
Spirits out of tune, cloudeth the clearneſs, difordereth the Harmony of your 

Spirits, diſtempering them, and making them to jar with diſcontent. Again 
that care is ſinful, which is contrary to this Three-fold ſenſe of the prefence 
of the Lord Feſus with every Creature, and Occurrence onthe: Earth, as with 
his own Shadow ; his PowerfulPreſence giving it Being,and Morton from him- 
- elf, faſtning it immediately to himſelf ; his Beautrful-Prefence imprinting the 
Likeneſs, and Image of himfelf upon it ; his Love-Prefence calling the Sou! 
to himſelf by it, coming down to meet,and. embrace the Soul there, ready to 
- ſet himſelf in the place of his Shadow,making that the mark,and forerunner of 
kis Perſon, and Loves in their full Light and Hear. 

4. In the laft place the Holy Spirir, "that skilful Apothecary preſcriberh a 
Cordial to preſerve you from this trembling of the Heart, from carefulneſs. 
This Cordial is madeup of fx precious Ingredients. h 

1. Ingred. Prayer. With Prayer. The word is ac:54yi. It importeth thys 
much : ſtand not at a diſtance ; rarry not without, Come boldly up to the 

"Throne of Grace, to God in the pureſt, and moſt raiſed heights of his Glory, 
and Love; to Love, as it is.ſeated upon 1ts higheſt, and moſt glorious Throne, 
 theHeart of God;to love,as it ſhinett-with its ſweereſt ſmiles in theDivine Na- 
ture unvailed, and naked, Enter boldly withm the Vail, behold God Face ta 
Face, fo talk familiarly with him, as a Friend doth with his Friend. Like the 
beloved Diſciple,lay thine head in his Boſom, fo ſpeak to him, as a Brideto her 
Bridegroom. 

2. Ingred. Supplication. By Prayer, and Supplication ; v, 6. The word 
rendred Supplication, ſignifieth 1n its root three things, Tart, a Band, Decency, 
or Harmony. Have a Divine fenſe of thine own Shadowineſs, and Vanity 
upon every want which thoufeeleſt. Go by a Divine Power, and in the Di- 
vine Myſtery empty thy ſelf into God, bind thy ſelf up together with him 
in that Golden'Band, the unity of his Spirit. So move, be carried along tho- 
row all things in the'Order,Decency, and Harmeny.of the God-Head, of the 
Divine Wiſdom, and Will. As when Sugar 15caft into Wine, the Wine pene- 
trating into all parts of the Sugar diffolveth, and-melteih itentirely into uſelf : 
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o in. every ſtate, in every ſtreight caſt.thy ſelf by-the Bleſſed Spirir into tizur 
Spirit, which is the Wine of the Kingdom of the Father ; let that Spirit wind, 
and work itſelf into: every part, and power, into every thought, and afteCtion, 
until it have drawn thee quite down out of thy {elf into one Stream, one 
Hood of Delires. and: Delights, of Sweetneſs, Strength, and Fulneſs with it- 
ſelf. G | : 
Moſes aſcending upon Mount Sat paſſed thorow the clouds, and fires ; fo 
he came to the top of the Mount, where he ſaw God face to face. 'The Eter- 
nal Spirit is Mount Sz, the Mount of Prayer.. Here are white Clouds of 
Glory, wh.ch do much more overſhadow the Creature ; and Love-hres, which 
do much more melt down the Scul, and devour iz. From the Valley of. cvery 
low Condition betake thy ſelf to this Mount of Prayer. Wait for this Holy | 


' Mountain, the Spirit of Prayer to ſpring up in every Valley, and take thee 


up, and carry thee along upon itſelf. As thou aſcendeſt, paſs rhorow theſe 
Clouds, loſe the I:ght of thine own Beauties, and Being, before this excelling 
brightneſs. Paſs thorow theſe Fires. Loſe thine own Fleſhly Subſtance, and 
Subliſtence inthe flame of the Spirit, Lok. thine own Life, and Form in the 
Unity of Divine Love. So ſhalt thou arrive at the tap of this Mount, where 
thou ſhalt ſte God Face to Face, with Life anſwering Life, Love anſwering 
Love, Beauty anſwering Beauty ; being in the full view of his naked Glories 
transformed into the ſame Cory by the ſame Spirit, 2. Cor. . 7. 

3. Tngred. Thankſgiving ; with Thankſgiving. What a powerful Antidote 
againſt Carc in every Croſs, or Dithculty 1s this, to give thanks ? To ſee a Dis 
vine Glory ? To taſt Divine\Fove ? To behold God deſcending in that Dark 
neb, as ina Chariot: of Clotids, of Angels; taking us up to aſcend with Him 
thither, into His Palace above, where this Cloud ſhall become a Throne, this 
Chariot a Bcd of Love,. this Angel -an Eternal Glory in the Form of God, 
where our Bcloved,.and our Souls ſhall rcign together, feaſt together, Ily down 
together in mutual Joys, and embraces for ever # 

O Believing Soul art thou in Darkneſs? Open the Eye of Faith ; ſee thy 
Jeſus,and thy ſelf from the ſupreamCircle of the God-Head running forth with 
all Lines of Life, Light, Love into this Darkneſs, as the Center in the midſt 
of this glorious Circle, whereall the Lines. from every Point of it meet in One. 
Again O Believing Soul .in this Sight, inthis Senfe, in the vertue of theſe Di- 
vine Deſcents,return, and ſpread thy ſelf by all thee Lines of Glory rogether 
with thy God into the Circle of Eternity. There comprehend All, thy ſelf, 
and Allin the Incomprehenſible Myltery of God, There ſee, hear, taſt, enjoy 
Him, as Beauty itſelf, Sweetneſs itfelf, Muſick itſelf, Joy itſelf in Ail. Sce, 
Hear, taſt, enjoy All, as that Beauty, that Muſick, that Sweetneſs, that Joy 
!n him, "Thus call. him by every name, that is named in this world, or that 
which 15 to-come. Call every thing in him, by anew nameabove every namez 
which 1s named in this world, or.that which is to come. | 
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When Facob ſaw the Chariots,' which his Son Foſeph ſent 'to bring him 
down into Epypr, his Soul revived, and he ſaid; it is enough. that my Son 
Foſeph liveth ; I will go fee him, before I die. When thou ſeeſt Clouds of 
Enemies, or oppoſitions in thy Aﬀairs, which are apt to perplex thee, and &ill 
thee with care ; ſhut this Eye' of - Fleſh, which reprefenterh all things falſe ; 
open the Eye of the Spirit. "Then look again, and ſee the Chariots of fire,and 
Horſes of fire, a Spiritual fire ſhining with Glory, burning with Love, reti- 
ning, and ſpiritualizing all things, as - they afcend with them. Now let thy 
Spirit revive withingthee from its care to. a Heavenly calm,and toprailes ; Say,it 
is enough ; my Jeſus liveth,and loveth me. This 1s his Chariot. "The Flames of 
it areFlames of Love. He1s himſelf in the midſt of itupon a ſeat of Gold. I 
ſee him. He cometh to carry me up above this world into his Heavenly King- 
dom. I will aſcend with him. 

4 Ingred. The making of our requeſts known to God. What Hearts-caſe 1s 
this to have the priviledge of exprelling all our deſires to God himſelf with 
Treedom, and familiarity, at a banquer of Wine, of Spiritual Loves better 
than Wine? The Husbandman planteth his Vine againſt a 'South-wall, and 
ſpreadeth all the Branches of it there, where itmay Teccive the Sun fulleſt, 
and longeſt , that by this means all the vertue of the plant may be drawn 
forth into a great plenty of fairer, and ſweeter Grapes. Let thy Spw be a 
Heavenly Vine planted by the Eternal Spiric in-thee, Let thy will be the 
Heavenly ſap of the Divine Will, and the Divine Love in thee. Inſtead of 
cares ſpread all thy delires, like the Branches of this Vine, faſten them con- 
tinually before chy Inviſible Sun, the Face of God, where the Beams of his 
Love, and Excellencies fall with greateſt heat, and conſtancy. So ſhall all 
the (weet Sap of thy Vane, all the Divine Will in thy Will, that is,ull Seeds; all 
delires of Good, of Love, of Lovelineſs, of Joy, of Blefledneſs be made-to 


* grow, and be ripened in thcir proper ſeaſon unto the molt perfet, and meſt 


pleaſant Fruit. 

5. Ingred. Univerſality. Be careful in nothing ; but in every thing by Prayer, 
ond Supylication with Thankſgiving make your requeſts known to God. There 
1s nothing too great for usto be atſured of the Ear, and Heart, and Hand of 
God in it. There is nothing too Jittle for us to trouble him with. Every thing 
that can befal us is an opportunity, a Scene for all manner of Communion 
with God, for Faith, and Love to att all their parts upon in all their ſeveral 
Habits, and Drefles. Prayer, Supplication, 'Thankſpiving, Requeſts find a p.2ce 
in every Providence. Day unto Day deciareth Knowledge: Night unto Night 
attereth Speech, Fſal. 19. 3. Every State, every ſeaſon of Light, and Dark- 
neſs in all ſenſes bring down trom Heaven to usin one lovely LoveAppear- 
ance, or another Fejws Chriſt with the Heart of the Father. Ler-every day and 
every night, as it returneth to Heaven again, carry up 7eſws Chriſ# from our 
Hearts, and our Hearts in him, in ſome Spiritual dreſs to the Boſom of rhe 
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Father. In every thing thy God aCteth all manner of Loves, expreſleth, and- 
canveyeth all his Glories to thee. In every thing do thou meet him, return 
to him the aCtivity of all thy Loves, and the exerciſe of all Graces. 

6. Ingred. The Greundot all theſe Ingredients, and their vertue in this 
Cordial ; The Lord being at hand. wv. 5. The Philoſopher in a Mill ſeeing his 
Friends making a doubt of coming ur to him there,out of a diſeſteem of the 
place, and of him for being found in thar place, invited theny in with theſe 
words; here alſoare the immortal Gods. When thou feeleſt thine heart ſtand- 
ing at a diſtance from any condition for the obſcurity of itz or diſquieted with 
cares 1n any condition for the troubles of it, ſay ro thine heart after this man- 
ner ; here alſo is my Jeſus with all his Train of Immortal Glories, Loves, An- 
gels, and Spirits. Here he is in a Figure of himſelf. Here is he in Perſon 
under this Figure. Here he is ready to ſhine forth , and appear glori- 
ouſly. This is his Shadow ; This Shadow is his Tabernacle, in which he dwel- 
leth with me. Upon this Ground will I tune all my cares, all the unquiet mo- 
tions-of my Spirit to Prayers, and Praifes, to the Melody of Faith, Love,and-. 
Joy. Thus much for the 2d Leſſon of living without Care,with content upon 
this Firſ# Principlein the knowledge of the Lord, and his Beauties; that he. 
maketh this world a Shadow falling from his Beautiful Perſon. 

3- Leſſon. Live beautifully, and purely, as Prieſts ro God in this preſent 
world. For this world is the 'Temple of God, in as much, as it is Feſus Chriſt - 
in a Shadow. For the. Inviſible things of him from the Creation of the World 
are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things that are made, even his Eternal 
Power, and God-Head, Rom. 1.20, Four things make a Femple. 1. A D:- 
wine Autbority for the building of it. This World is the Creation of God. 
2. A Divine Pattern. The Inviſible things of the God-Head , of -the Lord 
Feſns the power of the God-Head, of Eternity are figured upon this World, 

3. A Divine End, The proper end of theſe Figures is to form notions of the 
Divine nature upon-our minds, to lead us to converſe with-it, to bring us into 
the Participations of it, that it may enjoy itſelf in the refleftions of its own 
excellencies, and Glories from us; wv. 2 1.Yhen they knewGod,they glorified bins - 
nat, as God. "They emproved not theſe Figures, and Notions to an entrance }. 
within the Vail into the Glory itſelf, which was the Divine end of them.. 4. 4- 
Divine Preſence. Feſw is be, who filleth All in All; Epheſ. 1. I. 

In what a Calm, in what Serenity, in what Purity, with what Beauty ſhould 
we appear in this world, as Prieſts in the Temple, and in the midſt of the 
Myſteries of God ? | | 

Pſal. 2.9. 9, In his Temple doth every one ſpeak of his Glory. In the He- 
brew you may read every Thing, as well as every One. So the Margin hath it ; 
every whit of #.; that is, of the Temple uttereth Glcry. Such ſhould we ever be, 
as thoſe who ſee the eſſence of Beauty, who hear the Soul, and Spirit of Mu- 
{ick, who taſt, take in, and feel the pure, rhe primitive Life of all Sweetneſs,.. 
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and Joy in the Glory, the God-FHead itſelf inhabiting cevery part and point, 
every paſſage, motion of Things in this whole Creation, as in « Temple. How 
would our Perſons, and lives ſhine with a ſpiritual Luſtre; how ſweet would 
the Muſick of our Spirits, and Converſation: be, if we did thus take up, and 
bear this Natural Image, as the 'Tabernacle, and the Star of our God, our Be- 
loved Jeſus? Figures made by the Eternal Spirit, to worſhip, and enjoy him, 
as St. Stephen ſpeaketh, Ads 7. 43. 

Eccleſ. 3. We read, that there 180 every thing a Seaſcn, and a time to every 
purpoſe under Heaven. v. 1. To be born, and to die ; to plant, and to pull up. v, 
2. To kill, and to heal. v. 3. To weep, and to laugh. v. 4. To love, and to 
hate; for war, and fur peace. v. 8. He hath made every thing beautiful in his 
Time, or in its Time. v. 11. And whatſcever Ged doth, 1t ſhall be for ever. v.14. 

In the Tabernacle,and Temple every part,cvery pin anſwered to the Pat- 
tern on the Mount, which were the Heavenly "Things theraſelves in the Spirit, 
in Eternity. All objects, all aCtions in the 'Temple, the Beaſts, the cutting 
their throars, the taking off their skins, the taking out their Entrails, the cut- 
ting them in pieces, the boyling, the burning them were ſacred Figures of. 
Divine and Immortal Glories,to which the Mulick of theLevites round abour - 
upcn the walls with their Inſtruments, and voices kepr time. 

Thou, O Man, arrfet in this worid, asa Prieſt in this Temple. Behold ! 
Both the Intellectual, and the Beſtial part in it ; Love, and hatred; War, and 
Peace; Joy, and Grief; Light, and Darkneſs ; Weepings, with Howlings, 
Laughter with Shouts ; Lite, and Death with all that is delightful, or diſmal . 
belonging to them ; all theſe Heavenly, and Divine Myſteries. Every one an- 
ſwereth to a pou in the Heart of God, to a Pattern in the Eternal, and 
Eſlential Form of God. Every one anſwereth to the Mufick of the Holy An- 
_ gels, which ſtand in Quires in the uppermoſt parts of this Creation, as the Le- 

vites upon the walls of the Temple. 'The baſeſt, the bloodieſt Perſons, and 
Offices; thoſe that kill,and thoſe that are killed, bear the Figure of Feſzs Chrif, 
ke the Beaſts for Sacrifice, or the Sacrificing Prieſts in their linnen Garments -- 
{ined with Blood. | 

Every thing is beautiful in bis Time, "The Time of every thing is Divinely 
ſet ; by a Divine Pattern, in a Divine Proportion ; by a Divine Power. Thus. 
each thing is cloathed with a double Beauty. 1. The Divine Harmony of the 
Univerſal Image in Nature, reſulting from, and reſting upon each particular 
fitly ſet with a ſacred proportion, and contr:vance in its own Time, and in 
his Time, that is, by a Divine Hand in a Divine Time. 2. An exact, and ra- 
viſhing Harmony with the Eternal Image of the ſupream Glorics in God. As 
line for line, feature for feature, colour Po colour, motion for motion -from a 
Face in 2 Glaſs anſwer to the Beauriful Face, which beholdeth itſelf in the - 
Glaſs; ſois God, and this world ; the Face in the water, and the living Faces - 
Beauty itſelf, by looking upon the water,at once Figuring uſelf upon it, -and-.. 
be-: 
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kchclding ile in it. 3 all—teing refieftions of its own Glorie- 

Ovj. But you will ſay, we ſe not now this reſemblance of the Divine Glory 
in the face of the Creature. 

Anſ. IWhat Ged do b, he doth for ever. w. 14. As Jeſus ſaid to Peter of the 
waſhing his Feet : hat I do, theu knoweſt not now : but thou ſhalt know here- 
a'ter ; that may be applied here. 'The work of God in this World,and Time, 
is for Heaven, and Eternity, tro be underſtood, and enjoyed there. When we 
ſhall come into the preſence of the Life, and the Original, then ſhall we look 
again with another manner of Eye upon the Picture, and have an unexpreſſ.- 
bie pleaſure to beho:d onein the other. As the Tabernacle, when its ſeaſon 
w..3 paſt, was taken into the Temple. So when "Time, and this world are paſt 
away, Time, and this world from the Beginning tothe End ſhall be taken up 
inco their firſt Patterns, into Eternity. God ſhall call every thing to the leaſt 
duſt, or moment by irs name, and no one ſhall be wanting. 'There ſhalt thou. 
ſee the Beauty of the whole, and of every part in the light, and life of its 
Glorious Original. "Then ſhalt thou know, what God hath done from the Be- 
girn'ng of the world to the End. 'Thou ſhalt now poſſeſs, and enjoy all with 
unexpreſlible pleaſures, when thou ſhalt thus meer them again in anew Light, 
to be for ever with thee. 

ln the mean time, as Chriſt ſaid to Martha : Believe, and thou ſha't ſee the 
Ciory of God. Thy Feſus is the Reſurreftion, and the Life ; and that now, and 
that within thee, in thy Spirit. Fohn 1. 14. The Word as made Fliſh, end 
davelt ( taburnacled ) among us ; ( and we beheld his Glory, the Glory, as of the 
caly b. gotten of the Father, ) full of Grace, and Truth. O Man, O Chriſtian, 
open the Eye of thy underſtanding, open the Eye of thy Faith ; ſee this world 
the Tabernacle, the Temple of rhe Eternal Word ; behold all things full of 
the Grace, and Glory of his Perſon in Shadows, and Images formed by him- 
1cif ; behold himſelf in the fruth of al] this Grace, and Glory ; in that height 
of Glory, which 1s proper to his own Perſon, as he is the only begotten of the 
Father, dwelling with thee in| this Temple, behind the Vail of every Shadow 
and Image. Bchave thy ſelf, as in the Houſe of God. Walk in the midit of 
ail Creatures, and Occurrences, as in the midft of fo many Divine Myſteries ; 
a3za Prieſt in the Temple. In\purity, in peace, in witdom, in love, bear in cve- 
ry ſtate the Figure of thy Jeſus, and his Glories ; converſe with it in every 
thing; walkinitat all times. Sce thy Glorihed Jeſus himſelf together with 
his ſhadow ; make him the mark of thine Eye, and thine Heart ; terminate all 
the workings of thy Spirit upon him, as the Truth, and Subſtance. So wait 
continually for the breakings forth of the glory, as a Heavenly Flame thorow 
the Shadow upon thee, to take thee up into itſelf. And thou, as thou alcendeſt, 
carry up the Shacow with thee. 

4. Leſſon, Live abſtrafted from this world in the world. Diſtinguith, and 
ſeparate thy ſ#lf from the Natural Perſon, Life, and Image, which are a!l the 
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Shadow, and no more; that thou mayſt ſtandin an Immortal Perfon, a Life 
ofGlory, the Eflential Image, which 1s the 'Truth. *"Fhe Lord 7efi ſaith: I rell 
you the truth ; it is expedient for you, that I go away, For if I go not away, the 
Corferter will not come unto you ; but, if I depart, I will ſend Him to you, Foh. 
16. 7. feſus Chrift m the Shadow, in the Flelh is the Cruciher, and the crucifi- 
ed. Jeſus Chrilt in the Subſtance, inthe Spirit, is the Comforter, and the Com- 
forted. How expedient is it for us inthe mid{ of theſe Shadows to withdraw 
our ſelves into the Life, and "Truth ; that when all things there are dying 
uponthe Crols, all-things here may be Comforters, and Comforts. which con- 
tinue for ever? 

"The Lord 7e/us faith to the FatherSacrifice,and Burnt-offering thou would- 
eft nor have; out a Body halt thou prepared me ; that is, to be oftered up in 
the place of ail Sacrifices, Heb. ro. 1, We read w. 1. that the Law hath a 
Shadow only of good things to come. Jeſus .and allHis Members have theShadowy 

ady or this Natural Man, and the Fi: | Creation fitted for them only, to fa- 
crifice themſelves in theſe to the Eternal_'Truth,.that-thus they .may return on 
high into Thar. : 

A!l Shadows are under-the Law. The Law hath Shadows'only of Good 
things to come. All Sacrifices are under the Law.” Fhe Goſpel is a Feaſt, Spirit, 
and Lite. 

How wiſe, how bleſſed is he, who gathereth-himfelf up entirely out of Na- 
ture. and Fleſh into the Inviſible Glory of-the Spirit ?In which, while Fleſh 
is.ſaffering, as a Sacrifice by Fire, he ſeeth all Fl'ch, Suffering, and Sacrifices 
ro be Shadows only, Shadows of Immortal Joys, and Himſelf already in thoſe 
Toys, triumpbing over, and comprehending thoſe Shadows in the Beaurifu, 
and Bleſſed Truth, "Theſe are the Lefſors from the Firſt Principle ; which was, 
that this World in its pure Naturals falleth as a Shadow from the Gloritied 
' Perſon of our Saviour. 

2. Principle. The Preſence, and Appearance of the Perfon of our Lord Jeſs, 
and His Glory,is withdrawn from the faln, and corrupt World. "The Devil is 
called in- the Scriptures, The Prince of Darkneſs ; and The Prince of this Werld. 
This World, the World in this faln ſtate is Darkneſs. Darkneſs is the Privation 
of Lighr. The abſence of the Sun from the Earthis the Cauſe of Darkneſs. Our 
Saviour in Glory isthe Light,. the Sun of the whole Creation. While He goeih 
away with His Beams into a far.countrey, to ſhine in the Inviſible World; 
He leaveth all behind Him in the Dark, 7 hree Leſſcns naturally flow from this 
{econd Principle. | 

1. Leſſon. Believe not any Appearances of things in this \World. Darkneſs - 
in the language - of the Holy Ghoſt ſignifieth Deceit. The Lord eſus ſaith of 
Himſelf ; I ar the Truth, Fruth hath left the World together. with Feſus Chriſt. 
Blefſed is he, who having the Poſlefſions, or Powers of this World in his Hand ; 
the Smile, or  Frowns of it before his Eyes ; the Griefs, or Joys of itin his 
Heart + 
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Heart ; can with a gcod aſſurance fay : Have I not a Lye in my Hand, andin 
my Heart ? Are not the Apparitions of the Dev:l the Father of Lyes before 
me ? | 

2. Leſſon. Love not the things of this World, Fames. 4. 4. Te adulterers 
and Adultereſſes, know ye not, that the Friendſbip of this World, is enmity with 
God. Iris not now the Sced of the Woman, which is a Divme Lovelineſs, and 
Love in the Perſon of. our Heavenly Bridegroom, which fpringeth up in all 
the Forms, and Fruits of this World. Yet a Intle wile faith Re to the Word, 
and ye ſhail ſee me no more.No/!\It is the Seed of the Serpent in Defourmity, and 
Enmity ; ina Contraricty to/all Spiritual Beauty ,Goodneſs,and Truth, which 
growcth up every where. Your Love to any part of this World is Unclean, 
and Adulterous: By it you leave the pure, and ſweet embraces of your own 
Gloricus Husband toly down \infolded in the treacherous Twinings of the old 
Serpent, the Dragon. | 

2. Leſſon. Walk not after the|Faſhion of this World, Rom. 12. 2. Be not 
conformed to this World, While the Lord Feſus was with this World, it was, 
His Shadow, He figured His Beauties upon it ; He acted it with His Spirit ; 
His Name was as an Ointment poured out upon it ; He ſpake ro us and con- 
verſed with us there: But now, when He isabſent, the beautiful Figure is gone, 
the Darkneſs with all its contuſions, and curſed Fruits remain *The Spirit-of 


Darknets arifſeth in ic with/ all his, Helliſh Forms of Deceit, Defilement, and 


Wrath ; If thou cloath thy Spirit with any Worldly Image, thou putteſt on-a 
hichy Garment, which will pollute thee ; thou putteſt on a hery garment, 
which hathi the burning poyſons of Hell hidden in it, which will cleave 
infeparably to thee, torturing, and conſuming thee with a hidden, inward,and 
ur.guenchable flame, This is the Second Principle. | 
3. rinciple-Feſus Chriſ# hath reconciled all things, hath gathered vp all 
things into /One, hath made all things New with the Spiritual, and Eternal 
:1ory of the Father; as the World ſtandeth in the RefurreCtion of Chrif 
from the Dead, and in His Glorifed Perſon, as a New Head to it with a New 
Name. | 
Lejſcn. You then, that are Chri/?s live victoriouſly, and triumphantly in this 
Wor!d. Abide in your Head.'T'here you fee all this World lying conquered, 
captivated, comprehended in a new, and endleſs World of Life, Love, and 
Glory, Rom. 5. Ie reicyce, ſaith St. Paul, v. 2. And not onely ſo, but we plory 
m tribulaticn, v. 3. Becauſe the Love of God ts ſhed abroad in our Hearts by the 
Hz!ly Ghoſt given unto ut; v. 5. O Chriſtians ! live in Joy ; Live in Glory ; 
hve in a perpetual "T'riumph.For by theReſurreEtion,and Aſcenſion of your Je- 
ſus, the bittereſt Enmitiez, the blackeſt Extremities are Forms, Floods of Light, 
and Love in that Sea of Light,and Love, the Holy Gheſt breaking forth from 
t1e ſweer, and glorious Deep of theGod-Head in the Heart of the Father. Rom. 
0. V.57- nail theſe things, ( famine, nakedneſs ſword mentioned before ) we 
are 
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[289] | 
are more than conquerours through Him, that Icved #s w. 52, 59. Fer nothing, 
life,nor death,nor Angel s,things prejent wor things to comencr height,vor depth ſhall 
be able to ſparate us from the love of god,wl i h is inChriſt Zeſus.Dcar Soul ! dwell 
for ever in this goodLandot Lite,andLove,thySaviour in theSpirir.Nothing here 
can ſeparate thee from theDivineLove Every thing then,thar cometh to thee in 
life, or in death, mult come 1n that Element of Love; it muſt come in a Love- 
dreſs; it muſt be Love itſelf in a Lovely Form. Every thing, that toucheth 
thee here, mult touch thee with the Heavenly kiiles, and Embraces of Divine 
Love. Otherwiſe there would be a Separation between Love, and thee. 

In thy gioritied Feſ#s is the Love of God, that Love,which is God, the God- 
Head of Love. O bleſicd Habitation !O Happy, and Heavenly Couatrey ! 
thine own Countrey indeed ! What ſo much our own, what fo near us, (© 
much One with us,as Love ? Here Love in its God-Head filleth all, in Spiritual 
Forms, in Forms of Glory, and of God. O glorious Victory ! O Saints more, 
thanConquerours in the ReſurreCtion of your Saviour ! The World is faln be- 
fore you ; it 13 no tnore. The old things, of Vanity, Darkneſs, Sin, Sorrow 
Death are paſſed away in His Death, "Thus you are conquerours, But in His 
Reſurrection the World is raiſed again in a Form of Eternal Love, and Glory 
for you. All things are come again, and are made New, All things appear 
again the ſecond time Immortal Spirits ſhining in the Lovelineſs, burning in 
the Love of the God-Head for you ; opening all things paſt, preſent, and to 
come in themſelves, as Beautiful, and Sacred Myſteries of Divine Love to 
you; which ever isDelighting it ſelf inYou,ſporting with yorrgpreparingJoys & 
Glories for you. Thus you are more than Conquerous through Him,who hath 
lovedYou.Live then inHimJoyfully,gloriouſly,Triumphantly.I have done with 
the firſt Parr ofmy laſt Uſe,the Sweetning, and Sanctifying Life in this World, 

2. Part. To \ſweeten, and fanCtifie Death by the Knowledge of Chriſt in 


«Glory, I ſhall lay down three Principles to this End. 


I. Principle. Every Saint ſtandeth :compleat in Glory inthe Glorifiel Per- 
ſon. of Chriſt above, even while he is living, or dying here below, Ne are com- 
pleat in Him, who 1s the Head of all Principality, and Power, Col. 2. 10. In 
the werſe before the Lord Feſus was deſcribed, as in Him dwelleth all the Ful- 
neſs, (or Compleatneſs ) of the God-Head bodily.v. 9g. Then this is added ; And in 
Him ye are compleat, (or full,) ho is the Head of all Principality and Power. 
A Believer is compleat in his Saviour, as He hath the Compleatneſs of the 
God-Head in him, and the Compleatneſs of all the Angels beneath him. His 
Life then, and His Death, as they ſtand in Feſwus Chriſt, are more taan Angeli- 
cal. 'They are Divine. , 

I ſhall endeavour to ſet in lively Figures before your Eyes the Beauty, and 
Sweetneſs in the Death of a Saint by four Scriptures. | 

1. Script. And hath raiſed us up together, and made us, ſit together im Hea- 

wenly places in Chriſt Feſus, Eph. 2.w. 6, What is to be underſtood by [| toge- 


P p ther | 


[ 290] 


ther } is plain in the verſe before,bath quickned us together withChriſt,It is God? 


who doth all this, as is ſeen, v. 4. God who is rich in mercy for his great love, - 


wherewith he hath lowed us. Four Poſitions lye clear in this Scripture. 


I. Poſ. A Believer is riſen from the Dead. He dieth no more. He is paſled - 


from Death to Life. As Abraham is faid to have received Iſaac from the Dead- 
ma Figure ; So the Pelovedot the Lord d.cth onely in a Figure, Death 1s to 
him a Divine Figure ſtanding in the Reſurrection from - the Dead, His- 


Death is a F.ower of Lite, and Immortality growing up in the Paradile of 


God, which is the Glorified Perſon of Fears. It beareth indeed rhe Figure of 


Death, but 1s full of a Sweetneſs, and Beauty,which can never fade, or dyc. 
Let us all labour for- our part in the New Birth. This is a ReſurreC&tion from 
the Dead. All things after it are Life ; Pure Lite without any mixture or 
Death; PerperualLife,EndleſsLife without any Stir.g-of Death in the rail of ir, 

z. Peſ. A-Bcliever 1s already f:t down in Heavenly places; nay more than: 
Heavenly. The Word Heavenly is by ſome trarflated, and fo it properly hg-- 
nitieth Superczleſtial, more than Heavenly places, abuve the Heavens. Here 
a Saint 15 made ro /ir down. He 1s hxed, and eltublithed ; He 1s at reitz at home, 
at- the end of all hs journeyings,and changes.He is ſet as a Bride, at the Mar- 
riage-fealt, He is fer, as a Prince upon the Throne of his Kingdom. "I'hus 
God giveth His Beloved Slcep, Reſt, a Feaſt, a "Throne in Death, Feſus Chriſ# 
in Glory is this Sleep, this Reſt, this Feaſt, this Throne, which endureth for 
ever, and ever, O Chriſtian ! 'rejoyce, and glory in Death for the Hope or » 
the Joy, and Glory of thy Bridegroom rhere. "Fhy Death hath nothing of / 
Duſt, or Darkneſs in ir. It isa Heavenly Thing, nay-more-than Heavenly. It 
is ſomething Supercceleſtial. Ir is a/ ſoft Strain, and raviſhing Touch in the 
Maufick of the Divine, and Eternal Reft.- Itis a ſavoury Diſh, ſuch, as thy - 
ſoul loveth, at the Feaſt in the Kingdom of God. Solomon had a throne of 
Gold. On the Steps, which were the Aſcents to the 'Throne, on each fide were- 
Lyons of pare Gold. Thy Death, O Sainr, is now no more -a herce, and de- 
vouring Lyon to aftrightthee. [tis the figure of a Lyon in Goldin one Glory. 
[t 1s not onely- an Aſcent to thy Throne, O Fedidiah ! Beloved of the Lord ! 
{t 15 One Piece of Eternal Glory with thy "Fhrone. It is an Ornament, an Em-- 
b Iliftintent of Glory to thy Throne, 

How good is it for thoſe, who are born of God to keep themſelves pure, that. 
tncy may alwaies (ce God,that they may fſce all things to them Divine Objects 
in a Divine Light, ſparkling Jewels of Divine Love, We are ever in the 
midit of - theſe things, which are mo1e- than Heavenly, in-the midlt of theſe: 
Superccoeleſtials ; even in the arms uf Death. While we keep our ſelves un-- 
tpotted trom this world,we ſte theſe Supercceleſtials,andDeath itſelf in the num- 
ber of them. But evcry fin caſteth a miſt up 02 them, and covercth us with a. 
Cloud, that we ſee them no more. Now the Viſions of our Joy, and Glory : of 
Eight, and T'rathare hid from-our Eyes. Now fear, and trembling are upor- 
42% Late is full of Trouble, and Death-jull of 'T'exrour, id Pof 
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3. Pf. ASaint is ſer down in Heavenly places together with Fefſus Chrif, 
'The ſweetning, and the heightning of all the Joys,-and Grories of the Gofpel 
is the Union with thy Beloved Bridegroom. "Fhe work of Grace 1s a Birth, 
a ReſurreCtion, a Marriage, all in one. The Death of a Saint 1s an ACt of 
Spiritual Communion berween -Chriſt, and the Soul; a Marriage- Joy. "The + 
Lord Feſus preſenteth himſelf to the Believer in the Form of Death, as in 2 
Heavenly,a Supercceleſtial Beauty. Ar-this ſight the Sant is immediately tran(- 
formed into tne ſame Image. 7eſwus Chriſt ſpringerth up znto the Believer, a Be- 
lever ſpringeth up into his Beloved in this Heavenly Form. $0 both are made 
one in it. "Thus Death becometh a Lovc-play between Chriſt, and his Spoule, 
He by a Spiritual Kiſs breatheth forth his Spirit of Divine Loves, [mmortali- 
ty, and Inviſible Glories into the Spouſe. "The Spouſe raviſhed forth from her 
ſelf again in the ſame moment breatheth forth her Spirit into the- Boſom of 
her Lord, "Thus they dic together, they die one in another, they dic one into 
znother. | h 
In the fr/# of the Canticles there is a Propherical Song, which beginneth; 
at the RelurreCtion of our Saviour, and the Eftuſton of the Spirit, rogether 
with the Spiritual Union between 'Chriſt, and Is: Church, which was, as 
their Heavenly Eſpouſals folemnized,and ſcaled with a Kiſs,with the reiterated 
Kiſſes of his. Mouth. Then followeth in the proceſs of the firſt Chapter, and 
beginning of the Second, the Lovelineſs of the Spouſe, and the Love between 
her, and the Heavenly Bridegroom in her Sufterings, and Death,as they are 
acted upon the Stage, in the glorious Scene of the ReſurreCion, and Aſcen- 
fion of Ch:i/t, in the State of Eſpouſals, and in their Union in one Spirir. 
The dying Spouſe there {ingeth to her Lord ; Behold! thor art fair, my Lowe; 
yea thou art pleaſant ; alſo our Bed is green, vv. 16. Teſus Chriſt 1s fair to a Saint; 
Eye in his Divine Lovelineſs being rifen up into the Glory of the Father, He 
15 pleaſant to her in his Loves, which are his Lovelinels m Motion, acting 
beautiful parts; transforming itſelf into dehghtful Shapes with endlefs variety ; 
in all pouring forth itſelf into her Boſom, taking her up into itſelf with Blei- 
ted: Changes of one into another. "The Uniry of the Spirit 1s the Bed of D:- 
vine Loves, which 1s ever green, that 1s, as the word importeth, ever encom- 
paſled with a Heavenly Calm, and Serenity, ever. flouriſhing, ever fruitful. 
Death itſelf is the mutual embracing of theſe two 'Heavenly . Lovers in this 
Bed of Spiritual Loves in the midlt of -a Divine calm, and clearneſs; while out 
of theſe embraces they ſpring up into innumerable Forms of Eternal Beauties, 
and Joys, which are the flouriſhing Frunts, and Blcfled Children of this Mar- 
riage-Union. 

[t is ſaid, that norhmg was made withcut Chriſt, ( apart from Chriſt ) tha: 
was made in the Creation, fohn 1. 2. Remember, O Chriſtian,that m the new 
Crezture thou art, thou ſuffereſt, thou doeſt nothing, in life, or m death, with- 
out thy Feſus in Glory, apart from oy /eſers m the Unity of his Spirit, Whic' 
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is the Center, and Circle of afl*Blefled Spirits, with all the "Train, and Tirea-- 
{ures of the Divine Nature. While thou liveſt, all the Body of Chriſ#, Hea- 
venly Spirits, Innumerable Angels live with thee thy lite. All theſe, all the 
Lights, and Loves of the Supercceleſtial State die with thee thy Death. 

4. Pof. All this Reſurrection, Aſcenſion into the Heavenly places, Fellow- 
ſhip of a Believer with Chriſt 13 in Chriſt. He hath raiſed u, together, and 
hath made us ſit together in Heavenly Places in Chriſt Feſs. See now thoſe pla- 
ces above the Heavens,thafſe more than Heavenly "Things in the midſt of which 
a Saint is ſet. They are all in the glorified Perſon of Chr:ff, who is made higher 
than the Heavens. | 

The Learned tell us, that there are three Worlds. r. This, which is v:ſfible, 
| 2. 'The Angelical World. 3: "The Divine World. All things of the upper, 

and greater Worlds are in the lower, as in the Seed. All Things of the lower 
are in the Superiour, as ripe Fruit. Every thing 1s in each according to the 
nature of that place, Behold ! This is the Divine World the Perfon of our 
Lord, and Love aſcended up on high above all Heavens of Angels. Here 
in him the Fulneſs of the Goc-Head dwelleth Bodily ; that is, not thadowily, 
or {cminally ; in its Shadow, or Sced ; but in its Subſtance, and Perfection. 
While here thou ſtandeſt faſt in this thy 7eſws, thine own proper habitation, 
Death itſelf is an Angel ; nay more,it appeareth in a Divine Form, is become 
a Divine Glory, a rich and raviſhing piece of variety in the Unity of the Di- 
vine Nature. In the World of; Angels every thing is a diſtin&t Angel. In the 
Divine World all things are cloathed with the form of God. 

As a Child lying in its Mothers lap, a branch from the Mother bearing her 
Image, with its mouth at the Breaſt, looking upon her Face, falling aſleep in 
her Boſom ; yetnot fo ſleeping, but that ſtill it ſucketh as it ſleeperh : ſuch is 
.a Saint dying in Feſ#s Chriſt. He heth in the lap of the Supream Glory en- 
compaſling him on every {zde, and bearing him, as its own Birth, and Image. 
His mouth isar the breait of this Glory. His Eye is upon the Face of this 
Glory. He ſleepeth in its Boſom. Bur it is a Divine ſleep. While he ſleepeth, 
he is awake, and keepeth | his Eye ſtill upon the Glory, and ſucketh in the 
Glory {ill in Death, We have this excellently repreſented in one place by the 
Prophet E/ay, where the Heavenly Hieruſalem, ( which is our Jeſs in the 
Spirit, ) 15 ſaid ro bear her Children on her ſides, and to dandle them on her Knee. 
{n another place they are ſaid, ro walk 3n the Light of the new Hieruſalem 
Theſe Dandlings, and Dancings in the Arms of that Glory, which is our Mo-. 
ther, our Father, and our Husband, our Heavenly Jeſs ; ſuch walks in its 


{weer, and living Light areall the Motions, and Changes of Life, and Death: 


to thoſe, that are 1n Chriſt Jeſs. 
I ſhall conclude my Obſervations from this Scripture with the ditterence 


between the Death of a Man ſtanding in the Root of the Firſt Adam, and a: | 
Chriſtian n Chr:?. Death to one is a Poyſon. In eating of the Forbidden: 


Fruit: | 
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Fruit he dieth out of the Earthly Paradiſe yet remaining in its ruines in th's 
World into a Land of Briars,and Thorns,into a vaſt,and howling Wildernc:, 
where the Light 15 Darkneſs, and where there is no Order. The Death of the 
other is a Cordial of difloived Pearl. In cating of the "Tree of Life he dic} 
out of a Landof Briars, and Thorns into a Heavenly Paradiſe, the Paradiſe 
of God. I have done now with the firſ# Scripture. | 

2. Script. Verily, werily T ſay unto you, except a Corn of Wheat fall into tte 

round, and die, it abideth alcne: but if it die, bringeth forth much Fruu 
OF 12. 24. Theſeare the words of our Saviour concerning himſelf upon 
a report made to him hy Phzlip, that forr.e Greeks deſired ro ſee him. The Cc- 
ſign of Teſzs is partly to raife them from a Carnal view of him on Earth to a 
Spir:tual fight of him in a Heavenly Glory after Death, partly tv fignify the 
difference between his State of humiliaticn in this Life, where he is ſing'c and 
Barren in the Fleſh ; and his State of exaltaticon after Death, where he riſeth 
vp an Univerſal Perſon reconciling, comprehending All in the Unity of the 
Spirit; a Fruitful Perſon being a new head, and root in the Love, Life, and 
Glory of the Father to all Mankind, Jews, and Gentiles ; to all Creatures. 
Our Saviour, while he lived, was, as aſingle, naked grain of Whear. But 
when he ſprung up out of the Grave, he became a pleaſant, and flouriſhing 
Plant bearing much Fruit, many grains of Wheat in one Far ; many, all Per- 
ſons, all Angels, and Spirits in Glory, in that one, his own Perſon, and Sp'rir. 
He was in the Fleſh, as one Roſe, one Apple pulPd off the 'Tree. He is in the 
Spirit, as the Roſe-T ee, the Apple-Tree. All Angels and Saints, all Forms of 
Things are glonfed in his Glory ; all in Heavenly, and Immortal Perſons are 
in his Heavenly Perſon, as full-blown Roſes growing upon the Roſe-Tree, as 
full-ripe Apples upon the Apple-Tree. 
The Death of a Saint is upon this ground made moſt beautiful, and plea- 
fant; Can. 2. 3. As the Apple-Tree ameng the Trees of the Weod, ſo is my Be- 
loved among the Sons, T ſat down nnder his Shadow with great delight, and his 
Fruit was ſweet to my taſte. There are three diſtin parts in the Hebrew ; 1. 
I defired, and ſweetly delighted in his Shadcw. 2. Then I fate down. 3. Andhis 
Fruit was ſweet to my taſte. The Apple in Holy Scriptures and in the wri- 
tings of Learned Authors is famous for a pleaſant Cordial nouriſhment of 
Le: and for an Emblem of Love. You may ſee this in this Chapter. w. 5. 
Stay me with Flagons, comfort me with Apples ; for I am ſick of Leve. Apples 
are Emblems of Love for their pleaſant looks to the Eye, their fragrant ſmell, 
their delightful raſt, their cordial vertue, their round form, which is a F !gure 
of Unity, the Root and Sap, and Fruit of all Love, 

In the midſt of the Wood of this Lite, where all Forms of things are like 
blaſted, and barren Trees, good neither for Shade, nor Fruir, Feſus Chr:i:t 
Rtandeth, as an Apple-I'ree,, a Tree of Life, and a Tree of Love, Fair, F!lou- 
riſhing and Fruitful, 
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When the poor Spouſe of Crit thorow all this Life is wearied with ſcor- 
ching Heats, founding Tempeits, raging Storms, then her Beloved, when He 
ſeth His'Fir Time, fpringeth' up, as a Paradiſical, and Heavenly "Tree. As 
He ſpringeth up, He overſhadoweth H's Spoule ; not, as a cloud overſha- 
doweth the Sun, or as Darkneſs in the abſence of the Sun overſhadoweth 
the car:h ; but as the approaching, and riling Sun overſhadoweth the Stars. 
So the Lord, as a "Tree of G'ory ſpreadeth His Shadow over all thoſe Lights 
of the Night, the Principles, Powers, Activities; Appearances ol the Natural 
Man ; drinking them up into One Lightot Glory, and Immortality with 
Himſelf, while He drowneth them, with a Sea of Love breaking in upon 
them, and overflowing them. How ſweet is this Approaching Shadow of her 
Lord's BleſſedPerton to the Love-lick Soul ? aShadow pertumed with the Oint=- 
ments of His Love ; ſhining with the purple Luſtre of His Beauties ; quickened 
with the Liſc of His Glories ;a Divine Shadow ? With what Delire, with 
what Deiight doth the Holy Soul go under this Shadow ? How precious in the 
Eye ot Gnd, of all the Angels, of a Saint Himſelf, 1s This Death? "This Death 
is no Evening to a pleaſant Day ; but a Loyely Morning,and glorious Sun put- 
ring out the Lights of the Moon, with all the Sars, becauſe the 'T'ime ot the 
Night is paſt, and the Day is come. Never did the ſofteſt, and ſweeicſt Slee 
itca! with more pleaſure vpon the Senſes of any Perſon ; than this Shadow of 
Dcath cometh upon the Heavenly Bride. 

Here a Saint /irrerb doown., As Hee cntreth into this Shadow, he entreth into 
Ref, into.the Unity of God, where He reftcth for ever from his own Work, 
and Spirit,to ye down in the Eternal Spirit. 

Now he catcth ct his own Apple upon this Apple-Tree. He mecteth with 
Himſelf in Glory in the Glorihed! Perlon of his Beloved, as the ripe Fruit of 
Lifc/and Love hanging ready upon its awn Tree 1n Eternity. In the ſame mo- 
ment he ſeeth 1, he taketh itin, he relliſheth ir wih uncxprethble ſweetneſs, 
and delight, as being Grear, Glorious, His own by the neareſt, deareſt Suit- 
ableneſs, and propriety ; Himſelf in the Entireſt Unity ; in the ſame M:ment 
be toedeth upon it, is Tranſubltantiated into it and becometnh that Lovely Ap- 
So that full-ripe Fruit ef. L,oveupon the Tree. As he thus feedeth upon his 
997 Apple, and is changed ito it, at once he feedcth upon, is changed into 
all the App'es cf the "Tree, and the whole Tree itelt, For this is the Divine 
Myttery of SpiritualPan s in theHeaveaiy Paradiſe; eachFruit,cach part of the 
Plent conprenenderh the wholeP;anr;all rnePlants ftand,live,:nd grow together 
1m each Plant, Every Perſon a dSpirit inGlory hath its own Name,$& all Names 
written upon 2t, Itis :tfolt an Entire Heaven, in which all the Heavenly Inha- 
vitants ſhine, and ſing, and dance together with their various Beauties, Muſick, 
and Motions caſt ito the moſt Divine Harmony by a-moſt perfc&t Unuy, 

J- Script. 7023 * 4. v. 2. 2. In my Father's houſe are many Manſins. If it 
we's tot fo, Toon'd have rild you, 7 go, topredare a place fer yin, Hind if I goe 
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and prepare a place for you ; T will come again, md receive you unto my ſelf, that 
where I am, there ye may be alſo. 

Three Myſteries are opened to us in theſe words ; 1. The Place of Bleſſed 
Perſons after this Life. 
2. The Preparation of this. Place: 
2. Their Paſ/zoe mto this Place. AH are full of a Joy glorious, and unſpesk- 
Qb e 
; 1, The Place of Bicked Spirits atter this Life. It is,faith Chrift,my Fathers 
Houſe, 'T he Haute of the Father is the Glorihed- Perſon of His Son. This is the 
"Temple of God in Flexven, the Palace of the great King. In His the futneſs of 
the God-Head dwefleth bodily. Ai\ glorious Perfons, Angels,Saints,and Spirits,as 
they are compreifended m the Perion of Chriſt, and make up His Body, the 
D:v:r e Body, the Body of Glor:es, and Eternity in Him, as they are Beautiful 
Men b:rsin that B: dy, fo are they Manftons in that "Temple, Apartments in 
that Palace: Every Apartemeut m this Divine Pajace hath the whole Palace, 
with all the Perſons, Profpe*ts, Furniture, Entertainments of the whole with- 
in itſe!f, This is the /zce. 
2. "The Preparation of this Place.- I go to-prepare a place for you. While this 
Palace of Eternity with all it5 Apartments, which are-alſo its Inhabitants rhe 
lorified, and [Immortal Perſons ot-all Saints, ſtood in the Father,in the Divine 
Nature alone ; it was hid from the-Eye of every Creature, it was ſhut up, that 
none could enter. into itz” it was remote from every Creature at a very great 
diſtance. The Lord eſus by His Death, and Reſurrection entring with the Hu- 
mane Nature into this Erernal Habitation, hath ſer it up in the Nature of 

Man, hath brought it near to us,harh (er it in our view, hath ſer it open for us.” 

The Gates of this Temple,of this Heavenly Hizruſalem ftand open day, and 

night to all quarters of the Heaven, and the Earth. All the Apartements of it 

with "our ſeveral Names written upon them, our-everal Perſons in Glory ap 
pearing in them, ſtz"d ready, The Lord Feſas Himſelf is the Beautiful Gate, 
the Living Way, the Aſcent, the rich Stair-caſe-to this Temple. The Angels 
are continually deſcending in Him as Chariots, to briag down riding upon 
them our glorious Saviour, and our glorious Selves into the Bofhm of or 

Spirits here below. Th? Briiegroom,and the Bride ready trimm'd, and already: 

Jo ned in One, come thus down out of Heaven, come thus forth from the Tem=- 

ple. The Angels are continually aſcending by this Stair-caſe carrying up our 

Spirits beforehand on vilits 1nto this Palace, into our own Apartments, into 

the Boſom of our own Glorifed, and Immortal Subſtances there. Every Grace, 

every Providence, every Motion of things, to him whoſe Eyes are opencd, is . 

ſuch an Angel ſuch a chariot or Angels with theſe Perſcns riding In 1t. 

. The Paſſageinto this Place. 1 201! come-unto you, and take you unto my 


felf, that where I am, there ye may be alſo. There are three Steps of Chriſt's Come 


ing to-us in Glory ; 1. Into our whole Spirits Þy Regeneration; 2.1nto our 
whole. 
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whole Souls at death. 3. Into our whole Perſons, Spirit, Soul and Body at the 
Reſurrection. By every ſtep he maketh a mutual Union, ſo far as he goeth. 
He cometh to us; He taketh us to himfelf, that we may be both together in 
_ one place, inone Spirit. He letteth himſelf down in his Heavenly 
Palace into us ; he taketh us up into the Heavenly Palace in himfelf ; he ma- 
keth our Perſons a Heavenly Palace like his glorified Perſon, and one with ir. 
This is our paſſage inDeath intoGlory.Of oldGod deſcended upoa the Taber- 
nacle in a Cloud,& the Glory was in the Cloud. Then Moſes was ſummoned to 
enter into theCloud,and fo into theGlory;where God talked w.th him.In latter 
times the moſt excellent Majefty in a wh t.Cloud overſhadowed theLord Jeſus, 
and in overſhadowing him transf1gured him,then in the transfiguration talked 
ro him of his Sonſhip to the Father, and of Love.In like manner at the ſer time 
the Lord 7eſus, as a living Temple of Heavenly Glory, cometh down upon 
thee in a white Cloud of ſome Love-ſtorm, or Love-{ickneſs. I call it a Lowe- 
/ickneſs, becauſe it ariſeth at once from the Love of the Spirit of the Bride in 
thee, and from the Love of thy 'Bridegroom to thee ; from the longings, and 
burning deſires of both after the immediate, perpetual, and full enjoyments 
of each other: As thou entreſt into this Cloud, and art overſhadowed by it, 
Hou art in a moment, at the ſame time taken into that Palace of Glory, and 
rransbgured into the Glory of that Pallace. "There thou appearcſt to be the 
Son of God, the Spouſe of the Immortal King. God ſpeaketh to thee, con- 
verſeth with thee,as a Son, and Spoule in one. He ſeeth the Figure of his own 
Beauties in thy Face ; and his Heart reſteth in thy Boſom. He ſeeth, and en- 
joyeth thy Perſon, as ſpringing up eternally with incomprehenſible Pleaſures 
out of the Root of his own Divine Lovelineſs; he feeleth, and relliſheth 
thy Spirit, as the- flowing. of his own ſweetnelles from their own Foun- 
rain in himſelf ; he poureth forth himſelf in a flood of Beauties, and Swcet- 
nefles into thee, All his Loves reſt in thy Love, and he in thee. 

4«. Script. I am now come to the laſt Scripture. For we know, that if our 
Earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle be diſſolved, we have a Building of God, an 
Houſe not made with hands, Eternal in the Heavens. For in this we groan, car- 
»eſtly deſirig to be cloathed, upon with our Houſe, which is from Heaven. If (0 
ve, that being clathed, we ſhall not be found naked. For we, that are in this Ta- 
bernacle do groan, being burthened ; not that we would be unchathed, but cloathed 
upon, that Mortality nsight be ſwallowed up of Life. Now he, that hath wrought 
ws for this ſelf-ſame thing is God, 29ho hath alſo gruen us the Earneſt of the Spirit. 
2 Cor. 5, 1, 2, 3, 4 5+ 

This is arich, and deep Scripture. What expreſſions of Death are thoſe ? 
How tull of Joy ? Not to be found naked ? Naked of any ſupport, or com- 

tort? Of any cloathing of Being, or Beauty ; Effence, or Subſtance ; Form, 
or Fulneſs, in Perſon, or Relations ? Not to be uncloathed ? Of any Garment 
of Light, or Life ? To be cloathed upon with an Houſe from Heaven? 'To have 
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te Lord Peſts, as a circling Glory coming down upon this Tmage, m winch 
we now dwell, neither taking away the Nature, nor Form of any thing, that 
here we are, or have, but taking up all as ſacred Myſteries into a Temple of 
Glory, giving them a place for ever in this Temple, penetrating, filling, and 
cloarhing them the Glory ? To have Mertality ſwallowed up of Life? To loſe 
none of the things, or entertainments, which here we enjoy in this mortal 
ſtate, but the mortality of them only, and that not by Death breaking them 
down with violence, but by the ſweet breakings in of Life, and Immortality 
upon them ; not by a blackneſs of Darkneſs dreadtully over-ſpreading them, 
but a brightneſs of Erernal Glory delightfully riſing upon them, like the Sun 
upon the beautiful Forms of Heaven, and Earth, atrer they have weakly 
appeared in the melancholy Beams of the Moon ſhining faintly in the ſhade 


of the Night. And He that hath wrought us for the Se/f-/ame Things God. 


It is a Divine Hand, and Skill, which hath tramed, and faſhioned us to this 
capacity. Itis God, who by his own operations in us, not medautely, asin tl e 
works of Nature, but immediately, as in all works of Grace, and Glory, hath 
wrought out this Spiritual, and Divine Being, this Sp:ritual, and Divine Nature 
in us, which never dyeth, but is changed from Glory to Glory ; which in 
Death putteth oft nothing, bur putteth on a greater, and purer Light upon its 
weaker Lights,and Shades ; piercing thorow,and breaking up deluſive Shapes 
formed out of theDarkneſs of remaining night by ſtrongerBeams of Glory fal- 
!ing from above.///ho hath alſo given us theEarneſt of hisSpirit. AnEarneſt 1s part 
of the Sumin preſent,and an affurance of the relt. God doth not only frame a 
Spiritual work, like a new Heaven in us,but giveth us the Perſon of his Spirit 
himſelf, in which rhe Perſons of the Father, and the Son are ſeen together un - 
vailed in theirUnion,and Communion of Beauties, and Loves;in the unity of 
which all Angels andBleſleoSpirits dwell together,as their properCenter,andCir- 
cle. ThisSpirnGad giveth to be in theSpiritualNature framed by himſelf in us,as 
a new Sun in the new Heaven.” ThisSpirit in us 1s theEarneſ# of ourDeath za fore- 
taſt of its Sweetneſs, andDelights ;a viſion in part beforchand of the manner of 
our dying;and an aſſurance of the compleating of its ſeafon after the ſameBeau- 

tiful, and pleaſant Image. As ar the firſt Efluſion of the Spirit upon us, or any 
new Eftuſion ; as at any ACt of the Spirit, when he ſhineth our freſhly in us ; 
this Natural Image of "Things is no more; a Light of Glory, Forms of Glory 
Immortal Spirits full of a Divine Beauty, and Majeſty appear every where. 
They are alone, and there 1s nothing beſides in the whole ſpace of "Things a- 
bove, or below, paſt, prefent,or to come. As they are, fo are we. All Things are 

one Viſion of Divine Glory, Neither do we perceive, how one Image of 
"Things goeth, and another cometh. Both arc done ; one is come, the other is 

gone 1n the ſame moment, in the twinkling, or caſt of an Eye. So is Death. 

This is the Earneſt of our Death. "This is a ſtep of Death ; a foretaſt of it. So 

ſhall Death be perfected us, | 

Q q I have 
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L bave three Obſervations to make upon this Scripture beſides that, which L 
have already faid in order to my preſent purpoſe; to ſhew how the knowledge 
of Chriſt in Glory ſanCtifheth, and ſweetzerh Death. 

I. Oz(cr.. Here are three diſtinct Frames, 1. A Puilding. v. 1. 2. A 
Tabernacle. v. 1. v. 4, Wheretake notice, that in both places it 15 tranſlated 
this Tabernacle ;, but is in Greek, the Tabernacle. 3. The Earthly Houſe. v, 1. 

This ſeemeth to allude to 7he Temple, which was a ſtanding, ſtately Build+ 
ing ſet up by Sclumen in the Kingdom - of the Jews ; to the Tabernacle in the 
Wilderneſs, which was lefs, and. moveable but rich and fhne for the Work- 
manſhip, and for the Materials ; to rhe Tent of courſe ſtuff, a covering tor the 
Tabernacie. All theſe were Figures of Chriſt, and his Church, to which they, 


arc allo ap lied. 


1. The Heavenly Perſon-of Chriſt,as it ſtanferh in the. high and holy place 


of Eiernity ; as 1t ſpringeth up out of the Boſom of the Father, and abideth 
in his Boſom ; as itis one Spirit, and one Glory with the Father, is the Temple, 
the Bui/ding.For the Building hath this Three-told Character ; 1. Itis of God, 
in Greek out of God, as Gold is cut of a Mine of Gold. 2. It 18 Eternal ;, 2. 
It is i2 the Heawvcns, 

The Glorified Perſon of every Saint, as it is comprehended in this Glorious 
Head of all Saints, is a Temple, a Building in Heaven, in Eternity, of the 
ame manner, and faſhion. 

2. The Tabernacle made of Sky-colour, of Scarlet, of Purple, of fine Lin- 
nen, with Silver, and Gold, and all manner of precious ſtones, wrought with 
Cherubims, and all.curious Workmanſhip, is the Image of God in Chriſt, and, 
2 Saint here below in the Wilderneſs of this World. Fohn 1. 14. And the 
Word was made Fleſh, and dwelt ( in Greek Tabernacled ) among us, and we 
beheld his Glory, the Glory, as of the onely Begotten Son of God ; full of Grace. 
and Truth. Here you have the Temple, which is higher, —_ in compaſs, 
and more glorious than the Heavens, contracting itſelt into a Tabernacle, 
and re{iding in that "Tabernacle, hilling it with its own Sweetneſles and Glories, 
which are Grace, oppoſed to Wrath, Truth oppoſed to Shadows. The Word 
as made Fleſh. "The Eternal, and Subſtantial Image of God, which is the 
Temple, the true Heaven brought forth itſelf into a "Temporary, and Shadowy 
[mage, which is the Taberwacle, and the Paradiſe of the whole Creation. As 
it is in the Lord Feſzes, fo is it in his Spouſe, who is the Fulneſs of him that 
plleth All im All. Thus wile Body in which a Saint 1s here; this dark, and courſe 
Form, with which our Souls, and. Bodies are cloathed here, is the Tent, that, 
covereth the "Tabernacle ; the Earthly Houſe of. the Tabernacle. . 

2. Obſer. 'T he Effect of Death is diflerent in theſe Three. 

1.The Tent,the Earthly Houſe onely is diſſelved.lt is diffolved,and no more.lt 

is taken to pieces. 'The Word belongeth to the taking down of a houſe ; or 
the taking of Horſes 01t of the Coach,and ſetting them up in a ſtable at an Inn, 
when 
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when the day, and the Journey are ended. The Dark, and Narrow Form, 
which made it a Vile Body, a Body of Death,is loſt. 'The Materials are laid up 
in the Tabernacle. 

2. The Tab:tryacle 1s taken into the Temple. 'This is thar, which ſhall be 
cloathed upon from Heawen, wv. 2. If ſo be, that being cluathed, (or, as it is in 
Greek, it having been cloathed, namely with the Tabernacle) we ſhall nct be 
found naked (of the Tabernacle in Death, )v. 3. So it is explained in the words 
tollowing ; Fcr we, that arein the Tabernacle do groan being burthened: not that 
we ſhould be uncloathed (of the Tabernacle; ) but cloathed upon, that Mortality 
might be ſwallowed up of Life ; (that the Form of Mortality might be loſt 
for ever in Immortality, and the Mortal Things continue being now beccme 
Immorrtal.) 

When thou putteſt on Feſ#s Chriſt, thou putteſt on that Image of Grace, 
and Nature, in which Para ife is revived, and kheightned, in which is con- 
rained all that is good, fair, and pleaſant thorow the whole Creation quickned 
with a new Sun-ſhine from on high. 'This thou putteſt on in thy Natural Man. 
This thou ſhalt never pur oft,afrer that thou haſt once been cloathed with it, Ir 
js ſtill cloathed upon with a higher and higher Glory from Heaven ; until in 
Death the Glorihed Body of Chriſ# come down entirely upon it 1a the fulneſs 
of all irs Divine Beauties. 

3. The Eternal Building in Heaven, thy Glorihed Perſon, which was hi- 
ther to hid in God, with,and in the Glorihed Perſon of thy Saviour now com- 
eth down, cloatheth thee entirely, reſteth openly upon thee, never to go off 
from thy "Tabernacle more. 

2. Obſerv. See the beautiful,and ſweet manner of Dying Death is exprefled 
in ''wo Repreſentations ; 1. A Diſſolution; 2. A Deluge ;a Swallowing up. 

4 Death is a Diſſolution. If our earthly houſe of this Tabernacle be diſſolved ; 
V. 1. A "Troop of everbleſſed Spirits united by Eternal Love into one Form 
of Glocy make the Heavenly Body of thy Beloved. In the fanie Form, and 
yet ajiother, they make thy Heavenly Body, and Perſon in the Boſom of thy 
Bridegroom, O Believer ! Theſe deſcending are by the ſacred knot of this dark, 
and narrow Form m Nature ticd-together into One Mortal Perſon-; in which 
they are the Shadow of themſelves ; and tied down ro the-Earth to ſtand their 
Tryal in the midit of all forts of Temprations. 

"Thus they continue, till they have finiſhed the Myſtery of God, and com- 
pleated the Figure of Divine "Things in their Perſons here below. Then, when 
the ſet Tinic 15 come according to-the Laws of that Eternal Harmony in the 
Nature of Gud, which is the Supream Love, Beauty,and Wiſdom, all in One; 
they dye after this manner. . | 

Thar 'Troup of glorious Spirits, which is Thy: Self above come down upon 
'Themſeives, 'Thy Selt impriſoned in their Sh2dow below. As the Fire of God, 

®*they touch with ſome Myſterious Stroak of Providence the knot of this Earth- 
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ly Form ; Immediately it untieth, and is diſſolved. Now all theſe Spirits thus 
ſet free retaining the Unchangeable Unity of thy Perſon return, Each to It- 
ſelf in the Liberty,Beauty, Joy, and Glorioas Majeſty of its proper Subſtance, 
and Its own, Its Firſt Heavenly State. Yea, they are already there in their Build- 
ing Eternal in the Heavens. 'Vhis Erernal Building, theſe Heavens come down 
upon them, to cloath them from above; that in no one moment they may be 
found naked, Ar once they ſpring up out of the Earth, they come down our 
of Heaven, and meer, and kilseach other, and fall into Oae w:th a Wondgert al 
Shourt,aT riumphantConcurrence of allBlefledSpirits in thePertectFreedom of 
all theirJoys,andGlories. They fall inroOne, becaule they a1 eOnc,and rhisOne 13 
Thy ſelf. In an Inſtant, the Twinkling of an Eye, the Living Word cometh 
ro them,the knot of Nature is d:flolved, all fly, this knor, the Figure iC(elf, the 


Shadow, like Doves to their Windows, like a Court to their leveral Manſions . 


in the ſame Palace; So they fly into the Boſom of their proper Subſtances, where 
Thou art the fame Perſon in Truth, at Liberty, and awake which thou wert 
in Show, in Captivity, ina Dream here below. 'Thou art the Unity, in wich 
all theſe Spirits w:th the unſearchable Riches of their ſeveral Varieties ever 
centred, and dwelt together, as One , once ſhut up in darkneſs, and in anarrow 
piace; bur now diſplaying all their Beauties, unfolding all their Joys to the 
full. O how are the Beautics, and Plcaſures of thy Death, O Saint, far beyond 
all thoſe of Marriage, and of Children. How doeſt thou in that moment meet, 
and marry thy ſelf in all the flouriſhing Glories, with all the warm and freſh 
Loves of the Divine Nature ? How doeſt thou bring forth a Troop of Divine 
Spirits in thine own Form, and Perſon to be ever before thee, bred up, and 
Living with thee, rejoycing in thee, the Delight of thine Eyes, and the Jewels 
of thy Boſom, the pleaſure of thine Embraces day by day ! 

This is the firſ# Repreſentation of Death by a Diſſolution. 

2. Death is a Deluge; that Mortality might be ſwallowed up of Life, 2, Cor. 
F.v. 4 Itis in Greek ; that the, or, this Mortal may be ſwallowed up of Life. 
Life in the Abſtract, in irs Purity,and Perfe&tion without any Mixture, or Al- 
tay is Immortality, Eternity, Chriſt, and God. As God is Light, in which there 
:s no Darkneſs : ſo God is Light, in which there is nothing of its contrary, nei- 

rherin act, nor in poflibility ; no Death, nor Shadow of Death. The Mortal 
is that, which is capable of Dying in a Saint with the Principles of Corruption, 
and Power of Death adhering to it. | 

See the Glory, the Might of this Glory, the Extent of it in the Death of a 
Saint. Life Itſelf in its own Divine Effence, as a Divine Subſtance, no more 
an Accident, in the Purity: of all [rs Sweetneſles, in the Perfe&tion of all Its 
Powers, as 1t reigneth upon the Throne of Eternity,breaketh forth upon the 
Perion of a Saint, upon all His Powers, and Parts, the loweſt, the darkeſt, the 
moſt Mortal. AsTr breaketh forth, It drinketh up all together with the Sha- 
cow of Death [t{elf' encompaſſing them into itſelt. ; 

| | _ | Mortal 
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Mortal Things are Shadows of Immortal; that is,F igures in the Dark. But 
the Darkneſs alſo is Part of the Figure. "The Lifeof pure Nature is an Image- 
Life, a Shadowy Life. The Darkneſs ſwallowing up the Figure, and defacing 
the Shadow is a Natural Death. The Devil lurking in the Dark Part, as in His 
Den , from thence coming forth into the Figure 1s the Life of Sin. When a 
Sinner dieth, the Devil in the Darkneſs of the Shadow, Divine Wrath thorow 
the Devil ſwallow up the Darknefs, Image, and all into themſelves. 

But at the new Birth of a Saint, the Erernal Life, and Subſtance awakeneth 
irſelf in the Shadow, liveth, and weareth that Darkneſs, as a Divine Vail upon 
Irs Beauties too bright to appear nakedly on Earth. It aGteth that Figure, as a 
Picture with the Lite 1n it ; looking forth through, and ſpringing through 
it, as a Flower thorow the Lattices and the Windows. Then when the time 
of Harveſt, and the Singing of Birds is come , this Eternal Life drinketh up 
All into its own unmixt, untading Light, Thus a Saint dieth. 

As ſometimes the Sea ſendeth forth an Iſland, which after ſometimes it 2g in 
ſwalloweth up : ſo is the Life, and Death of a good Man in His Mortal Parr. 
He riſeth up like an Iſland from the unfathomable,and glorious Deprhs of a Di- 
vine Sea, the Sca of Eternal Life and Love. He ftandeth rooted in this Sea, 
arid encompaſſed. with It on every {ide. So He lives. Again He finketh down in- 
to the Bleſied Depths, out of which He aroſe.So He dieth. 

Elijah \aid His Sacrifice with a.pile of wood upon theAltar.He digged Tren- 
ches round about the Altar,waich he filled with Water, till it ran over. Then 
he called upon the Name of the God of Iſrael. Immediately a Fire deſcended 
from Heaven, which licked up all the Water, conſumed the Sacrifice with the 
Wood upon the Altar. 

The Altar is our Feſas filling the Earth, as well as the Heavens. The Saint 
in his Divine Part is the Sacrihce upon the Altar, in Union with Chriſt. The 
Wood is the Mortal Part of a Saint, which alſo lyeth upon the Altar of Chriſt's 
glorified Perſon, 'The low eſtate of a Saint in Fleſh with all his Sufferings, and 
Sorrows, all the Powers of Darkneſs, and Death, make the Trenches full of 
Waters round about Him: At length the Divine Sea from below,when It hath 
fulfilled the Days of Its Pilgrimage,andImpriſonment,calleth to ItsFather above. 
"Then in a moment the Lord Feſus in His Glorified Body, az a Flame of Im- 
mortal Love and Life cometh down from Heavenupon this Saint, drinketh 
up at once the Sacrifice ; the Wood, the Waters, and All into One Flame with 
itſelf. Nothing remaineth, but the Altar, and the Trenches ; the Place, where 
they had been ; the Double Image in which they had appeared;a Light-Image 
Beauriful,and Pleaſant in the Spirits of Light ; a Dark-Image in Dark Spirits. 
Both theſe by degrees vaniſh into their ſeveral Elements of Light, and Dark- 
neſs. 

I have done with my firſt Principle in the ſecond Part of my preſent uſe 
which is to ſaveeten, and ſanttify Death by the Spiritual Knowledge of our Lord, 
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Feſas. The firſt Principle was this: A Saint is compleat above in the Glorificd 
Body of Feſus Chriſt; while he is living, or dying here below. 

2. Priciple : The Glorified Perſon of our Sayjpur with all its Divine Fulneſ' 
dwwelleth Spiritually in the Natural Body of each Saint on Earth. Oar fleſhly 
Members are the Members of Chriſt in Heaven, 1 Corin. 6. 15. The riches of 
the Glory of this Myſtery among the Gentiles, which is Chriſt in you, the Hope of 
Glory, Col. 1, 27. As the Eflential Form'of a Plant with all its proportions, 
and perfeCtions lieth incloſed in the Seed, which by the breaking of the Seed, 
difplayerh itſelf upon it, and transfhigureth the Seed; fo is the Natural Body of 
each Believer a Seed ; ſo is Feſus Chriſt the Hope of Glory, a Body of Glory 
to thar Secd, and dwelleth incloſed init, until rhe Spring of Death, 

The Natural Body is called a Body of Death, Rom. 7. 24. We are ſaid to 
wait for the Adoption, or Sonſhip, the Redempttcn of the Body, Rem. 8. 2.3.Theſe 
two Bodies cannot be the ſame. One is a Redeemed Body ; .a Body of 4dep- 
tio, or Sonſhip. "This is, as St. Paul ſpeaketh before, a Body brought forth in- 
to the Libcrty of the Glory of a Son of God. The other is a .Body of Death, 
St. Paul cryeth out againſt one: Who ſhall deliver me from this Body of Death ? 
St. Paul groaneth, and wait«th for the Redempticn of the other, as a Son of 
God. One is the Oppreſlour ;- the other is oppreſſed. One is a Grave, and 
Neath ; the other is a Divine Life, a Form of Glory, a Son of G9 in the 
Valley of the ſhadow of Death in the Grave. 

As a Sun ar night caſting up its Cloud, and foretelling a fair day : ſo is the 
Death of a Saint ; the Glorihied Body of « Saint being one Spirit with the Glo- 
riked Body of his Beloved, caſteth up the Cloud of this Natural BoCy,which 
had hen, as the Cloud of Death upon it, and now [mmediate!y maketh a fair, 
and Heavenly Day without the iterpolal, or ſucceſſion of any Night. I he 
Glorited Body of Chriſt, and his Brice are hid uncer this Body 0; Fleſh, like 
the Sun under a thick M:(t. It 13 long glowing. and caſting glympſes of it(clf 
thorow the Milt. 'The Miſt groweth thinner. The heat and lght of Divine 
Love, Beauty, and Joy groweth ſtronger. Art lift the Miſt is quite gone, drink 
up into the Sun, "The Sun ſhineth out with open Face, and the Freedom of all 
1s Boame. 

2. Princ. That which this Body is to a Saint here, that his Glorified Teſzes us 
ro lim in Death. IWe take pleaſure rather to be abſent from the Body, and preſent 
with the Lord, fauch St. Paul 2 Corin.5 .S. Theſe words Abſent, Preſent, relate in 
Greek, to a Conntry, a People. Such a preſence as the Soul hath with the Body in 
Lie: it hath with its Lord, and Love in Death. Here thy Body is the Coun- 

try, the Region of thy Soul. Thy Body is the Image, into which thy Soul is 
formed, in which alone it appearcth to itſelf, or others. All thy Relations,Com- 
panions, Contentments are Images preſented unto thee in this Glaſs, and Im- 
preſſions made upon thee by thelmages appearing in thisGlaſs.All this World is 
nothing to thee, bur as1t 15 an Appearance riting up in thy Body, which by 
vere 
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vertue of the Perſonal Union raiſeth a ſuitable A& of Life in thy Soul. All 
this World to thee 1s only a diverſity of Forms, into which it is varied, and a 
diverſity of Impreſſions made upon thy Soul by this variety of Forms. 

In Death this Glaſs 1s broken, this Image vaniſheth, this Country difappear- 
eth like an Enchantment. "Thy Glorified Feſzs cometh in the place of this 
Body, and is a Heavenly, a Divine Body to thee. Thy Glorified Jeſus is that 
Beautiful, Pure, and Immortal Form, in which thou appeareſt to thy ſelf, and 
toall. Thy Relations, Companions, Entertainments are the Glorihed Perſon 
of thy Jeſus varied imo Innumerable Forms of Love, Light, and Love- 
linefs. All thy Motions, AﬀeCtions, and Pleaſures are in Sympathy, and Con- 
ſort with thy Feſus by vertue of the myſtical,and unexprefſible Union berween 
thee, and him. All ads of Life in thee, ali Touckes upon thy Spirit are the 
kiſſes of his Divine Mouth, Myrrhe dropping from thoſe Lillies of the Hea- 
venly Paradiſe, his Lips. "This 13 thy Country, -thy People, thy World, zhe 
Fulneſs of the God-Head dwelling. bodily in Chriſt. Spring for joy O dying 
Saint ! 'Fhe World, thy Country, thine own People, the Body into which 
thou now comeſt, is the Fulnefs of all Divine Light, Divine Life, the Fulneſs 
of all Divine Forms, Loves, Joys, and Glories dwelling together with the Ful- 
neſs of a Divine Harmony-in the Glorified Body of thy Beloved. This hath 
drunk up into itſelf thy former Body with all its acquaintances, and enter= 
tainments, the former world with all its furniture. 


PART 35 


P/al. 45: 2. Thonart fairer than the Children of Men ; Grace- 
is poured forth im thy lips. ; Therefore God hath bleſſed thee for 
eOer.. 

I divided theſe words into - three parts. 


T. T2 Lovelineſs of our Lord Feſus ; Thou art fairer than the Children 
of Men, 

2.. The Love of Chriſt-, The Love of this Lovely One; Grace is poured 
forth in thy lips. 

3- The Seal of the God-Head, of a Divine- Bleſſedne(s, and of Eternity 
upon both theſe, the Lcvelineſs, and the Love in this Glorifed Perſon of. our 
Saviour.z Therefore God hath bleſſed thee for ever. 

I have finiſhed my diſcourſe on the firſt parr. I now take in hand the ſecond: 
part. I have ſpoken ſomething of the Lowelineſs of our Beloved One, as 1 have- 


by 
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by any Beam from his Beauties been enlightned to ſome glimmering vifion of 
them, and quickned to a weak expreſſion of that, which I have ſeen. 

Now I am to ſpeak of his Love, as the Grace, and Sweetneſs of it ſhall 
pour forth itſelf from his Lips into mine by a Spiritual kiſs from the Mouth of 
thns Heavenly Bridegroowm. | 

Grace is poured forth in' his Lips. The rich compoſition of this Heavenly- 
ſiycet Sentence is made up of three rich Materials ; 1. Grace ; 2.Eff1/ion, or the 
pouring forth of this Grace ; 3. The Lips of the Lord Jeſzs. "Theſe are ro 
be explained, | | 

r. Grace. 'This in the Language of the Scripture ſigntheth three Things. 
1. Grate is Love. For the Grace rof God, which bringetb ſalvation to all Men, 
hath appeared; Tit. 2. 1 1. But after that the kindneſs, and love of God our 
Savicur toward Men hath appeared. Tit, 3. & That which. in one place the 
Apoſtle calleth Grace, in the other he exprefieth by kindneſs, and love. Grace 
is love in its Fountain, freeſt, and ſweeteſt, 2. Grace 1s Lovelineſs, or Beauty. 
Prov. 31. 30. Favour tis deceitful, and Beauty x vain. Favour there is Grace. 
It is the (ame word in Hebrew with this in my Text, Graces Beauty with its 
moſt powertul charms, as it toucheth every Spirit, anſwereth every delire,ma- 


keth all things anſwer it, and dance to its Muſick. So the Hebrew word im- + 


ports. 3. Grace is Fcy, or pleafiire a fair, and ſmiling Child begotten between 
theſe two amiable, and eyer-pleafant Parents Lewe, and Beauty. St. Paul com- 
mandeth rhe Saints to (ing, making melody to God with Grace in their hearts ; 
that is, with Divine Joy kindled into a Heavenly Flame from the Love, and 
Lovelineſs of the Lord Jeſus ſhining forth there unitedly, and concentring 
rheir joint Beams in the Beloved Spirit. 

Thus Grace is all three, Love, Lovelineſs,and Joy ; all theſe with a peculiar, 
and moſt eminent heightning ; a5\the Sunſhine 1s the Grace ot a Garden, and 
the Flowers in it: So Gracein the ſenſe of the Goſpel 1s Love, Beauty, De- 
F'ght with the God-Head the San of Spirits peculiarly, and nakedly ſhining in 
tem. = \ 

Burt principally, and primitively Grace 15 Lowe. "Then it 1s Lovelineſs, as 
that is the firſt Birth, and lively Image of Love, in which it bringeth forth ir- 
ſelf to its own Eye, and embraces, then ſporteth with it as its Spouſe. Ir is 
Pleaſure, az that ſpringeth from the Union of theſe two, and is their mutual 
Life, and PerfcCtion each m other. 

Grace is a "Tree, where Lowe is the Roor, and Sap ; Lovelineſs the fair Tree 
with its Body ,and Branches rifing out of thisRoot,whoſeSap formeth itſelf into 
this Beautiful Figure. Joy is the Fruit, into which the ſweet Sap of Love from 
its Root, thorow the Body, and Branches of its fhining Beauties digeſteth itſelf 
unto a perfect, admirable, and Divine Maturity to be the Food, and Feaſt of 
all Lives, all Spirits in Time, and Eternity. It is Love ſmiling in the face of 
every Beauty, which 1s the Grace of it, as the Water,and Sparklings of Light 
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'n a Diamond are tite Grace of that. It is the Taſt, and Relliſh of Love in 
every Joy, isasthe Wine, which is the Grace of the Veaſt. | 

It is the Lowe of Jeſs Chriſ? at its height, which is the Grace intended here. 

2. The Efufion, or Pouring forth of this Grace isnext to be opened. Three, 
things are fignified in this Eftulton, 1.A Fulneſs of Grace is diſcovered.Natural A- 
gents work to the utmoſt of theirPower.God is in —_— ſo Natural,as in His 
Love. His work of wrath 1s his ſtrange work, przternatural to Him, and a Dif- 

wiſe uponHim.Love isHisRightHandzthe Sheep are ſer at hisRightHand.Love 
| won forth from thePerſonof theFather unveiled,& naked,asLighr from theSun; 
Millions of freſhBeams each moment from each point. 2. Freedom of Grace is 
manifeſted in Its Pouring forth itſelf. It is its ownFirſt Mover. It puts itſelf into 
Morion. It 1sa fluid thing. It cannot contain itſelf within its own Bound, the 
Heart of God. Ir isever pouring forth itſelf all abroad into every Heart. Divine 
Love 1s the moſt univerſal and importunate Beggar. It cometh to the door 
of every Spirit. It Knocketh. Ir prefſeth in. 3. A Force of Love putteth forth 
itſelf in this Expreſſion. When the Rain cometh with a Tempeſt, and fallerh 
with a great force, we ſay ; It poureth down. Love from above ſ{tormeth Hearts 
moſt fortified againſt ir. Ir ruſheth forth like a mighty flood. If any banks, or 
dams oppoſe it, it riſeth ſo much the higher, it gathereth ſo much the more 
ſtrength, till it bear down all before it, carry away all with it, overflow 
all, ſwallow up all into irſelf,that all things become One Sea of Love. 

3 The Lips of Chrift into which this Grace is poured forth, may be un- 
derſtood four ways. 1. The Word of the Scriptures, and the Outward Mini- 
ery are the Lips of Chriſt, in which Grace is poured forth. All the Scriptures 
are Love-letters from Chriſt in Heaven ; all the Miniſteries of the Goſpel ar: 
Love-Embaſſages, Love-tokens. 2. All Outward Providences, all Inward Dit- 
coveries of the Lord feſusare His Lips, with which He kifleth us, and pour- 


* cth forth the Divine Sweetnefs, and Strength of His Love into our Spirits ; 3. 


The Spirit Himſelf is the Mouth,and Lips of the Heavenly Bridegroom.By 
this He uniteth Himſelf moſt immediately to us in the cloſeſt,,and Divinelt 
Love-union' By this He tranſmitteth Himſelf, and His Love moſt warmly in- 
to us. 4. The naked Perſon of Chriſt in Glory is to be underſtood by theſe 

Lips. The Holy Ghoſtcompoſeth this Plalm,as a Marriage-ſong to celebrate the 

Union, State, and Joys of the Heavenly Bridegroom, and Bride in the Reſur- 

rettion, and Aſcenſion of our Bleſſed Lord. Here the Perſon of our Beloved 

is all a Divine Mouth, with which He breatheth forth all the Sweetneſles of 
His glorious Nature, and Love, as He ſucketh in ours. Ic is all One Divine Eye 
from which He poureth forth upon us continual Floods of Light,Beauty, and 

Grace ; by which alſo He taketh usin contmually in all Bleiſed Forms of an 

Immortal Lovelineſs,and Love ; Thus we ſee our ſelyes continually in Him ; 

He feethHimſelt continually in us ; Eye to Eye, each a Living Glaſs of glori- 

ous Love to the other. ; 
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The Spirit, and the Lord Feſ#s in Glory are Both One. A Bee in a Garden 
ſitreth upon every flower, and plant, ſucking the vertue forth from it. This it 
formeth into One Sweetneſs in itſelf, which is Honey. Full of this Honey. it- 
flyerh to its Hive, and there Jayerh up its pleaſant Treaſures.So this Spirit reſt- 
eth upon every Excellency in the God-Head, every Life, and Image of things 
in the Creature. It extraCteth the ſeveral virtues from all. It turneth all within 
itſelf into One Divine, and unexpreſſible Sweerneſs, which is Love. With this. 
Treaſure of Love it maketh haſte tro ſome broken,and forlorn Heart : 'There 
in this Heart, in thine Heart, if thou wilt believe, that thou mayelt raſt, and. 
{ce it,it layeth down its precious Burthen,it layeth up the ineſtimable Riches of 
glorious Grace. 

We read in the building of the Temple that there was a great Sea nf Braſs, 
which ſtood upon twelve Oxen the figures of the Cherubims. Our Saviour's 
glorified Perſon is a vaſt Sea of Love. All the Angels of God ſupport this Sea, 
ſerve this Love. The God-Heod itſelf in a bright, and ſweer flood of Love is 

oured abroad in thus Sea, in rhis Boſom, and Perſon. Here every Believing 
Soul batheth itſelf in,and raketh its Fill of Loves. 

DoF. The DoCtrine which I intend to inlilt upon according to the Grace of. 
God given unto me js this. The Love of God is poured forth in the Glorified Per-- 
ſon of our Lord Feſus. Thy Name is an Ointment ons forth, Cant. 1.2.The 
Name of our Beloved, which His Spouſe Knoweth Him by, and calleth Him 
by, is That Name abuve every Name in this World, or the World of Angels, 
which the Father hath given Him at His ReſurreCtion, and Aſcenſion ; Epheſ. 
1.21. This Name is His Perſon itſelf in Glory, which 1s the onely Expreſſion. 
of itſelf . "This is an Ointment poured forth. O Bleſled Ointment of Divine Love, 
which hath all the Cordial Spices,and Sweets of theGod-Head itſelf in it, which 
perfumeth all things thorow Heaven, and Earth ; which maketh all Faces to 
thine with a Divine Luſtre, and all Hearts to ſpring with a Divine Joy !'This. 
coſtly Ointment was before ſhut up, and kept in an Alabaſter Box, in the 
Glorious Secret of the Father's Boſom. But now that Box ts broken in the 
Death of our King. That Boſom is opened in His Reſurreftion. That ſweet 
Treafure of all Life, and Delight, the Eternal Love of the Father is poured 
forth at the Root of the Creation, upon the Head of every Creature in the 
Glorified Perſon of Feſws Chriſt. Its ſweet Savour is gone forth into the No- 
ſtrils of every Spirit, to revive it, and allure it ro its Everlaſting Embraces. 

1 John 5. 11. This is the Record; (namely of God Himſelf.) that God hath 

given us Eternal Life, and this Life 1s in His Sen. Eternity is defined to be The 
Poſſeſſion of all Good at once, and in One. "There are Three things, which go 
to make up Eternity 1. A Perfe&tion of Excellency. 2. A Colleen of all Ex- 
celfencies 3. A Station of all theſe with their ſeveral DiſtinCtions in One Top- 
point of Spirituality above all Diviſion, or Change. Love is the Union of 
i ovely Things. The moſt Perfect Love is the moſt Perfet Union, which. 
bindeth. 
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bindeth up all Lovelineſſes in their ſeveral PerfeCtions into the ftreighteſt 
Unity. Erernal Life then is the Life of Love in its Purity, and PerfeCtion. 
Eternity is Love itſelf; the firmeſt, and Fulleſt Union of all Graces,and Grace- 
ful Things in the height of Glory, and the height of Unity, 

This Eternal Life, this Eternal Love ; this Life of Love, which is the Life 
of Eternity is diffuſed, is given to us by the Father in the Glorihed Perſonat 
Chriſt, This is the Glorifying of His Perſon, the Pouring forth of this Love, 
which is the Gold of the Temple, the Glory of Eternity, in Him, as ina 
Common Perſon, in which the whole Creation |yeth. 

Before I leave this Scripture, which I have brought for the Proof of my Do- 
Ctrine ; ye who hear, and ye who read, ſtand ſtil! a while, and together with 
me gaze upon, admire the riches of the glory of the Grace,and Love of God in 
the Goſpel. This, ſaith Sr. 7ohn, is the Record, that He hath given us Eternal 
Life, and this Life is in His Son. You have here the whole Subſtance of the 
Goſpel, the Record of God, the Glad T'ydings from Heaven ſumm'd up. Ir 
is Love. This Love lyeth in Three Parts; 1. Free Grace in thele words, 
God hath given us. 2. The Gift of Free Grace, Eternal Life. You have heard 
already, that the Eternity, the Perfection, and Crown of Life is Love. 3. 
The Lovely Seat of this Gift ; and thzs Life, this Love, ts in His Son. 

Behold, how the Lowe of the Goſpel is no other, than the Divine Nature, and 
the 3 Parts of this Lowe the 3 Perſons in that Divine Nature. 

1, Free Grace is the Fountain of Love,the Fountain of the God-Head,the 
Fatoer the Giver. 

2. The Gift is the Holy Spirit, Love itſelf, the Eternity of Life, and Love, 
the Collection of all Loves and Lives in Eternity,the Gathering:together of all 
the pure, and ſweet Waters of Love, and Life into One Place. 

2. The Seat of this Gift ; the Son. The Perſon of our Bridegroom 1s that 
vaſt, bright, and Beautiful Deep prepared, as a place for thoſe pleaſant Waters, 
thoſe "Treaſures of Love. | 

How are the Windows of the God-Head here fer wide open to pour down 
Showers of Love How are the great Deeps of the God-Head broken up to 
tend forth Floods of Love ! What a Blefled Deluge of Love is here, enough 
to drown ten thouſand Worlds of Sins, and Souis after a Lovely manner ; fo 
that the Sias ſhall never live, nor appear more; the Souls ſhall never dye, nor be 
at all darkened any more ! 

Come now ye.unbelieving Hearts ; be ſubdied to the Fauth of the Goſpel 
by the Strength of this Love. Come ye hard Hearts ; bee ſoftned by the 


Sweetnels of this Love. Come ye unclean Hearts ; be refined, be Spiritualiſed, 
be raiſed above Senſe, Fleſh, by the Purity of this Love. All the Strengrh, all 
the Sweetneſs, all the Puriy, and Pure Beauties of the Divine Natureare con- 
Current in this Love. 'The Three Glorious Perſons im the Trinity are no other, 
than Love itſelf in ſo many Forms of Beauty, and BlefſedneſsaCting thoſe Hea- 
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venly Parts, which may make all the Joys, and Glories of Love compleat jn 
them, and ia you. | 
I ſhall proſecute my Dofrine under three Heads. | 

1. The Nature of Divine Love. 2. The Efuſion, or pouring forth of 
this Love, 3. ThePerſon of our Lord Feſas, as this Love is poured forth 
ito him. 

1. Head. The Natureof Divine Love, I ſhall endeavour to explain this 
to you by three Deſcriptions. : 

I. Deſcript. Divine Loveyis a\Union between God, as a Lover, and the 
Soul, as his Love, 1 Cor. 6. 16, 17. It us ſaid, they two ſhall be one Fleſh, But 
be that is joyned to the Lord iy one Spirit. Marriage is the Solemnity, Feſtival, 
and Crown of Love. 'The Marriage-Union is the perfection of the Love- 
Union. The Spirit ſpeaketh here of a Marriage in the Fleſh, asa Figure,and 
Foil only ; but of the Marriage in the Spirit as Love- Union in irs Luſtre, and 
its Life. 

This Love-Union hath three Parts. 

I. Theres a Unity, which is the ground of Love. All Love ſpringeth 
from this Divine Secd ſown throughout all things ;a Primitive, and Original 
Unity. | 1 


maketh the Lovers. The Unity ſpringeth up within itſelf into a Diſtinct, and 
Beauriful Image of utfelf, that it may be both its Lover, and its Love. 

. There is a Union of theſe two, the Original, and its own Life-Image, as 
they ſtand diſtin&t in the Uniry. "This is Love conſummate. This is the Mar- 
riage-bed of Divine Love, ever flouriſhing and fruitful, Here it multiplieth it- 
felt into innumerable Loves, Beauties, and Joys, which flow endleſly Ch evVe- 
ry moment out of this ſacred Fountain, 

.: Thus Love is the Circle of Eternity, hath its beginning in itſelf, fpringeth 
wp out of itſelf, returneth again into itſelf without beginning or end. 

Thus in Heavenly Love firſt one is made:ewo, then two are- made one a- 
gain, So 1s it all four in one, a Birth, a Marriage, a Death, a Reſurre&tion in 
a.continual Circle ; whule they are ever bringing forth one another ; dying 
into each other ; riſing again one out of the other ; and in all united, Th 
the Divine ſport, or play of Spiritual Love. 

You ſhall ſee theſe three parts of the Heavenly Love-unien in three Images; 
in Heaven; in Paradiſe ; in the Soul. 

I. Love-Union in Heaven. "The firſt Perſcn in the Trinity is the God- 
Head in the Unity,which is the Center,and Spring of all Love. The SecondPer- 
ſon is the-God-Head diſtinguiſhing itſelf into a variety of Perſons in theUnity. 
The God-Head in the glorious,and deep center of its Unity ſpringeth up in- 
toan expreſs Image of itſelf, ſhining forth from the Unity, and ſhining back 
upon it inthe brightneſs of all its own Glories within its own Divine deep, 


and 


2. Thereisa Diftindtion in the Unity, which is the Life of Love. This | 


51S - 


> 9914 1 EET 


- OY TIE Y 437,” » a, 


[ 309 1 
and Center. 'This is to the Father perfectly Himſelf, his Son, and bis Spouſe, 
all in one. "The Spirit is the Third Perſou. This is the Union of the other 
two, Divines therefore peculiarly appropriate the name of Lowe to this Per- 
fon. The manner of his Production 1s expretied by a Proceſſion from the Fa- 
ther, and the Son joyntly, by way of breathing, as the ſweets of two Flowers 
mingling in the ſame Air, or as the Divine Kiſs of two Spirits, by which they 
breaih forth themſelves each into other, and become two Spirits in one. 

This is the firſ# Image of the Lewe-Union in Heaven; where the Myſtery 


of the Trinity is the high, and Holy Myſtery of Love in its Original. Here 


firſt of all one is made-two, and theſe two are made one again. 

2. Love-Union inParadiſe.Adam,and Eve together with the race of all Living, 
ro which Eve was Mother, ſtood at hrſt in Adam, all in one. Male, and Fermale 
vadeHe him,Gen. 1.0. This wasHumaneNature in itsUnity,the figure of the Di- 
vine Unity,theFather inthe Trinity.7hen Eve was taken out of Adam.TheUni- 
ty was diſtinguiſhed into twoPerfons,andSexes within uſelf,Fcr Adam faith of 
Eve after the diſtinction ; This is Fleſhof my Fleſh, and Bone of my Bone. The 
Unity of theNature-continued in the twoSexes. Now theWoman was th elmage, 
and the Glory of the Man in Paradiſe, as the Son is the Image of the Father, 
and the Brightneſs of his Glory:in Heaven. Now there is no Solitude in the 
Unity, which makerh Paradiſe a Wilderneſfs,the Unity is the true Paradiſe with- 


in itſelf ſpringing up into variety, then marrying itſelf to it, and fo flouriſhing - 


from 4his Union with all manner of Beautiful, and pleaſant Fruits. By this 


Birth and DiſtinCtion in the Unity, Adam and Eve are capable of enjoying - 
themſelves each in.other, and of multiplying themſelves. Thirdly, Eve is - 


brought to Adam again, and theſe £0 are made one Fleſh, This is the making 
of. 10 one again, which were firſt made #2yo of one. 'This Unity in the Dift- 


inction,and Diſtinction in the Unity is that Marrage in Paradiſe,which is the-- 


Type of that Incomprehenfible Marriage above all Heavens, which is the 
Third Perſon in the Trinity. In him the Father, and the Son ſpend Eternity 


in rautual Embraces, and multiply themfelves into an Infiniteneſs of Blefled | 


Lives, Bleſſed Loves. : 


You that are Married Perſons, ſee your felves in this double Glafs of Para-. - 


diſe, and the 'Trinity. By theſe Glafles drefs your ſelves in your Lovelineſs, 
and Loves one for another. -St. Paxt-ſaith,'that Marriage is Honcarable among 
all,or in all things. 

A Type hath a double Honour ;, the Figure, whieh is Shadowy,the Truth, 
which 15a ſubſtantial Glory. Husbands, and Wives preſerve the Honour of 
your ſtate at 1cz/t in the ſhadowy part. Bear the Figure of the Ever-glorious 
'Frinnty, whole Type you are, by a moral Beauty, Truth, Purity, Sweetnefs, 


which arc rhe Gold, and precious Merral in the Ring of this Love-union. - 


"This will make Marriage an Earthly Paradiſe. Butreſt nct in this. You will 
tind a Serpent here,that will quickly poyſon all your Sweets,and change your 


Flowers: : 
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Flowers mto "Thorns ; if you paſs not thorow the Earthly wto' the Heavenly 


Paradiſe. Then you wear the Marriage-Crown in Truth, when that Spirir, 
which is the Band of Love between the Father, and the Son, is the Eternal 
Band of D:vine Love between you alſo z when you alſo make your Marriage- 
Bed in the Boſom of the Holy Ghoſt. | 

What Joys, what an Immortal Off-ſpring is born of thoſe Lovers, where 
the Love-tellowſhip of thele below, and the ſacred Love-fellowſhip of rhe 
Blefled Trinity above deſcend, and aſcend one into another,where they mingle 
themſclves Univerſally ? . 

3-. Love-Union in the Soul, 70h. 3.6.That which is born of the Spirits Spirit 

The Divine Being, Life, and Form of the Soul, in which it is a Spirit, lie 
firſt wrapt up in the Unity of the Eternal Spirit its Heavenly Mother above. 

The Eternal Spirit out of this Love-Center, and within the L ove-Circle of 
its own Unity by the. New-birth in the Soul bringeth forth at once a Daugh- 
ter-Spirit, a Siſter, and Spoule to itſelf. 

This Divine Spirit, like the Paradiſical Ewe, ſo ſoon as it is torn of its Hea- 
venly Adam, is brought to him again, and they Two are made one Spirit, 
1 Cir. 6. 17. As a New-born Babe, fo ſoon as t is ſprung out of the Womb, 
ſceketh the Breaſt of the Mother, that it may ſuck forth a continued ſtream 


_ of Life from the Fountain of its Life : fois it in the Spiritual Birth. So ſoon, 


a5 the New-born Spirit arifech up out of this Unity, which is the Womb of 
the God-Head ; it is iramediately received into the Arms of this Unity ; it de- 
ſireth after, ir hunteth for, it returneth to, it faſtnerh upon this Unity, which is 
the Breaſt of the God-Head. By this it drawerh in the ſincere, and pure Milk 
of the living Word; it takcth in by,plentiful ſtreams the Light, Lite, Glory, 
Subſtance of the Divine Nature to, grow. by them. © you, who indeed :e 
born of this Unity, lie continually in,the Boſom of it, hang continually upon 
this Breaſt. But thus, "as in the Eternal Generation in Heaven ; as 
ia \the Creation in, Paradiſe 4 as in the Regeneratiim , which is 
the opening of Paradiſe , -and Heaven both a ſecond time in the Soul; 
all are Love-Births, Love-Unions. The Unity diſtinguithcth itſelf within itfelt 
into another ſelf, which 15 yer ſtil] the ſame, rhat there may be, a variety in 
the Unity withour the breach of the Uniry. The Yargin above bringeth jorth 
2 Son, which is alfo her Lord, and. continuerh a Virgin (till. 'The Beautiful 
variety, which is the Effulge:cy of the Un'ty, rejoyneth uſelt again to u,and 
{till remaineth a variety in its diſtinction from ir. "Thus the Love-Marriage is 
every where ſolemnized, and every where maketh a Paradiſe, and a Heaven 
above, and below. This is the firſ# Deſcxipticn of Divine Love, a Divine U- 
non, Where one Glorious Spirit is mace two, and theſe two make thernleives 
one again. : | ; 

Uſe. Learn from the Beauty, and Sweetnefs of Divine Love, the Evil of 
this Worlds Love by their contrariety to it. 2e Adulterers, and 1idultereſſes, 
know 
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Know ye mt,that the F m_ of this World is Enmity to the Father. Who there- 
ore is this World's Friend, is an Enemy to God : fames. 4. 4 See the Evil of 

this World's Love in g. Steps. 
" . I. Step. By loving this World you ſeparate your ſelves from the Love of 
God. You eſtrange your ſelves from all rrue Joy, Peace, and Reſt. For theſe 
are the Attendants, and. Companions of Divine Love. | 

Cant. 3.7,8. You read of Solomon's Bed. which hath fourſcore valiant mens/ 
the valiant men of Iſrael round about it, with their ſwords girt upon their thigh 
for the fear of the night. How great, how Divine is the Sweetnefs, the Safety, 
the Security of Spiritual Love. He, that abideth in this Love enjoyeth an Un- 
interrupted Reſt, and untroubled pleaſures, in a Night of the greateſt Darkneſs, 
Dangers, 'Tumults, and Storms. He hath ever round abour Him a Troop of Ho+ 
ly Angels for his Guard, armed with the Glorious Power of the Spirit. This is 
the Sword upon therr Thigh, In the mudlt of theſe he lyeth upon a Royal 
Marriage- bed. Here he is encircled with the Spiritual Embraces of King 
Solomon, the Lord Jeſus in Glopy, the Ring of all Peace, Perfedtions, and Plea- 
ſures, This is the Love of God, that Love, by which God, and. the Soul live, 
and dwell together in One Spirit. : 

You now, who prefer the blackneſs of darkneſs before the Beauty of Chrifts 
Face, reſtleſs cares, endlefs fears, continual dangers,and deaths before the Reſt, 
and Joys of Chriſ#'s bolom,, love this world, and let the love of Feſus Chriſt 


g0- 
2. Step, By the Love of this World you make your ſelves Adulterers with 


' a Witch, and a Common Whore. Poor Soul ! thou forfakeſt the Arms of 


thine own Love, thy Loving Roe, and pleaſant Hind, the Wife of thy Youth, 
of Eternal Youth, the Heavenly Image in the Perſon of the Lord Feſus.' Pho 
giveſt thy ſelf upto the Embraces of the ſtrange Woman, the Strumper, this 
\Vorld the Fleſhly Image of Things "i 

The Love of your Saviour is all 'Truth, Purity, Peace, Immortal: ty. The 
Love of this World beginneth in Deceit, hath-its Power in Enchantments, its 
Effect Pollutions,its End Deſtruction. She giveth thee Drink indeed in a Golden 
Cup. Bur ſhe maketh thee to drink in firſt a Wine of Sorceries, then of For- 
nications. Her End 15 to have her Fleſh burnt with Fire ; and into the ſame bed 
of flames will God calt all thoſe,thar commir fornication with her. 

3. Step. By loving this world thou makeſt thy ſelf an Adulterefs with the 
Devil. "This World, as it ſtealeth thine Heart from God is a Compoſure of 
Lyes. The Devil, who 15 the Father of Lyes, maketh thy Soul his Strumper, 
upon Whiclr he begetteth theſe falſe Forms of things.. 'Thou breedeſt theſe 
young Devils upon thy Knee, and as thou ſporteſt thy ſelf with-them, thou 
ſackeſt in by theirKitles the poyſon,and fire of Hell into all thy veins. 

The Devil tir!t wooes thee in a Counterfcitſhape of falſe Beauty, G.ory, 
Power, Joys. When he hath gained thee, he breaketh forth upon: thee in bis 
zwn ſhape of endlels Terror, and. Horrours, There: 
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- "There i nothing truer,than that the Love of thisWorld is a Spiritual Adu!- 
tery with the Devil, and the Head of all Adulteries, of all Defilements. There 
is nothing more ſure, than that Carnal Adultery in all the degrees of it, the 
Similitude of this, moſt powerfully calleth up ito us, and upon us the Spirit 
of this World, the Prince of Darknefs, the Dev!| with all His Dark, Deform- 
ing, and Deſtroying Powers. Q ye ſons, and Daughters of men, who dwell in 
the midſt of the ſnares, and nets of this prear, painted Adultereſs, be aware of 
your danger. Abide in your firſt Principle your Root, your firſt Husband, the 

Eternal Love of the Father in-Chri/t. Abide in your own Habiration, the Bo- 
ſom of your own Bride, the Eternal Beauty, the Effentral, and Immortal Image 
of rhe God-Head in Chrift. "Theſe Loves ſhall be 'a Fountain of Life to you 
above to preſerve you from the ſnares of Death below. 

4. Step. By the Love of this World you turn the Love of God into Wrath, 
and fury If you be the Friends of this World, you are the Enemies of God ; ſaith 
St. Fames. Why do you provoke the Love of God? Will you contend with 
Almighty Love ? Are you greater,than that ? Love is the Right Hand of God's 
Strength ; His God-Head heth in His Love.God is Lowe.This Love is ſtrong, 
as Death ; cruel, as the Grave. What art thou, © Worm, to ſtand before it, 
ro bear its rage ? O chooſe rather to lye down, as a Bride, in theſe everlaſting 
Burnings, and Devouring Fires of Love to be cheriſhed, changed refined, and 
glorited by their tender, and divine Embraces ; than to ſer thy ſelf, as Bryars, 
and Thorns againſt them, to) be conſumed by them. 

Thus I have done with the\Fir{t Deſcription of Divine Love ; A Union be- 
tween God, and the Soul, as the Beloved, and His Love in One Spirit of Purity, 
Immortality, Joy, and Glory, 

2 Deſcrip. The Love of God is the Will of Gad. 

This is a Univertal "Truth that in every Spirit Lowe, and the 71] areOne. 
This appeareth in their Nature, their Ozyect, their Operation, 

1, The Nature of the Jill, and Love are One. The Will is defined to be 
the Inclimation of the Spirit as it rendeth, and benderh icſelf ro this or rhar, this 


way, or that way. Love is {tiled 'The Weight of the Soul. As heavy things by . 


their Weight ; { Souls by their Love are carried to their proper Center. 

2. The Object of tha 1#7/], and'of Lowe is the fame. Tr is a rule, that The 
Powers,and Habirs in Spirits are diftingn.thed by their Objets. Every Prin- 
ciple, and Faculty is the Object in its Szed. The Object is the Form; and Per- 
jection of the Principle. "The Object of the Wi] is Goodneſs Appearing. The 
Object of Love is Lovelineſs, Lovelineſs, and Goyodnels both conſiſt in Su'table- 
neſs, which-bath its Ground in Unitw.lt there be any Difference between Good- 
nels, and: Lovelineſs, it is this, that as the Flower of Light is the Sun-thine ; 
and as Jefus Chrift is the Eftulgency, the Shine of the God-Head, the Bright- 
neſs of the Glory of God ; ſo Lovelineſs, or Beauty is Goodneſs ſhining cur to 
attract all Hearts to it. Pius Loveline;s the Object of Love, and Coodneſs Ap- 
pearing the Object of the Will agree-entirely-in One. | 3. Al 
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q.'All their Operations are the ſame. The AﬀeCtions, and Paſlions are the 
Morions of the Will ; All theſeare Love's Summer, or Winter; Love in the 
Seed is Defire. Love budding, and blofloming is Hope, Love in the ripe Fruir 
is Joy. Anger, Fear, Grief, and Hatred are Love in its Oppoſition to its Enemy, 
which is Enmity alone; Love flying from, or contending with that, which 
ſtandeth in its way to, or would rob it of its Beloved Object. 

But this 1s ſpoken in General onely concerning the 7/711, and Love. 

In Particular let us fee, how the Divine I/1/, and the Divine Love appear 

\to be the ſame in the Holy Scriptures. The Will of God is diſtinguiſhed 
by Divines into the Revea/ed, and the Secret Will of God. One is the Divine 
Will in Outward Signs onely, 'The Other is the Good-Pleafure of God in His 
Heart, and in Eternity. | 

1. The Revealed Will of God is Love, 1. Tim. 2. v. 1. 6c. In the firſt v. 
of this Chapter you have a Divine Rule ; that All manner of Prayers, be made 
for All Men. This Rule is preſſed by a particular Application of it to Kings, 
and all in Authority; v. 2. All-in Authority ; what ever their Perſons are, or 
their Right, v. 3. "The Reaſon of this Rule 1s laid down. For this is Good, and 
Acceptable to God our Saviour. "This Univerſal Love wound up tothe Higheſt 
ſtrain of Sptrituality, and Divinity in ys is a Vein of the Supreme, and Divine 
Good let forth from the Heart of God, where the Fountain of Good is, and 
circling thorow ourHearts into his Heart again by Prayer. Therefore is it ac- 
ceptable to God. Our Wills are never ſo 1n tune to the Divine Will, and in 
confort with it,as when the Spiritual motions of our Hearts in the Boſom of 
the Fatherare ſtrains of Univerſal Love. 

The Root of this Reaſon is difcovered. wv. 4. God will have all Men to 

be ſawied, and come tothe knowledge of the Truth. Love 1s (aid to conliſt in this; 
To Will good to any one. If this be love to Will good to any; 'Then is it the 
* beſt, and higheſt love to Will the beſt, and bigheſ good. Behold then ! The 
revealed)Hi1l of God is aRevelation of Iowe to the height.God will have all Mers 
to be ſaved. God willeth the higheſt end,which is the beſt good to the loweſt, 
and worſt of Men, to all Men. Thar this end may not fail, he alſo willeth the 
means to the end ; that all Men ſhould come to the knowledge of the Truth. 

"The Ground, in which this root of love liverh, is the Unity of God, and 
Chriſt. Fer there is one God and one Mediatour bet2veen God, and Man, the Man 
Chriſt Feſus. "The higheſt Unity Is,the largeſt Univerſality. Ir is in Spirits, as 
in theſe Heavens, which we ſee, the higheſt are the wideſt. All beneath them 
lie in their Boſoms. "The whole nature of things is love. For .the Divine Na- 
ture the Original 1s love. 'Thislove throughout the whole nature of things is 
as a Pyramid made up by degrees of dificrent Unions, till it end in the high- 

et, and moſt indiviſible point of Unity, 

The Unity of God is that Fountain of love, out of which all things pro- 
ceed. The ſecret force of this Unity is that ſtream of love, which runneth 
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thorow the Heart,and Veins of Every Creature in the _—_— of Chriſt, which 
15 the golden Pipe with its ſeveral branches laid thorow the whole Creation 
from the Beginning to the End. There is one God, and one Mediator between 
God and Man, the Man Chriſt Fe/s. 

Thus the revealed Will of God is love. 

2. The ſecret Willof \God is Jowe. Fury is not in me.. Who would ſet the 
bryars,and thorns inBaticl aray againſt mi? would go thorow them, I would con- 
ſame them. Wrath is not inGod.lt is without im only,as aCloud upon theSun. 
The heart of God is Love. Wrath is but the work of his Hand, and that his 
ffrange Work, like nothing within, a diſguiſe only. 'The Face of God, and the 
proper light of it is love. Wrath is vizor, a miſt before his Face, and no more. 

Fury mn God 1s love by the oppoſition heightned to a flame to conſume all 
vanity, and enmity, that ſerreth.itſelf before it, or againſt it.. 

O that I had a voice, powerful enough to reach all the Souls wandring tho- 
row the whole Creatioh,and to call them together, to take this Cup of Salva- 
ton into the hand of their Faith, toſet it to the mouth of their Faith, and 
drink deeply of it!, Asthe Wine of this Cup goeth down into your Spirits, 
you will find it to-go down right. How ſweetly, and how fully wiil it rouch, 
tarisfy, and fill every faculty, every deſire, every Seed of life with its proper 
g20d. "The Cupof Salvation, which I hold forth to you1s this Divine "Truth, 
the Sum of the Goſpel Preached by Angels in their Songs at the Birth of our 
Jeſus ; The Will of God is bowe. 

Hear this, and beliewt it, O ye Souls, the Inclination of God, the ſupream 
Spirit, and Fountain of. Spirits is to you. The tendency, and the. bent of the. 
Divine Nature isto make your joys full by the poſſeſſion of all good in it- 
{elf ; and to fulfil his own joys in you. For the Will is the Inclination of eve» 
ry Spirit ; and the Will of God 1s love. Hear this, and believe it, O ye Souls, 
God is carried with the whole weight of his God-Head to PRE to his Cen- 
ter,to relt cternally. in you,and to rejoyce over you. For loveis the weight 
of every Spirit, and the Will of God is love. The. Will of God in the 
Freedom, Abſolutenels, Infiniteneſs of it is love. 

Now T live, ſaith St. Paul, if ye ſtand faſt in the Faith, 1 'Thel. 9. 8. St. 
Paul ſpeaketh not this in. his own Spirit, bur in the Spirit of God. God in his 
own Spirit ſpeakerh it with a greater force, and fuller ſenſe to every one of. 
you, if you belicve me, and take inmy.love, which is my. life, now have I a 
new Love, a new Life, anew Joy, and Heaven in you. As you 'grow in this 
Faith, my Life, and Joy increafethin you, If you ſtand faſt init, my Joy,and 
Glory isas-firm in your hearts, asin Heaven tfeIf. 

If you will believe all the Declarations of God from Heaven ; the revea- 
led Will of God is Love. If you have any Inward, and Divine Touch of 
the ſecret Will of God ; all the breathings of his Heart are Love. O take in 
the Love of God, that his Love may become a Divine, Immortal Sced of alli 
Love, and Loveiurls in you. But 


[315] 

But now let us hearken to the groans of ſome poor ones among theſe mul- 
tirudes of Souls, who parched and burnt up with their Sins, Sorrows, who 
benighted in the Darkneſs of their unbeleiet ; yer among all theſe Millions of 
ſtreams-of Love, which flow forth upon their Spirits from the heart of God, 
among thoſeMillions of Beams of Love, which tall from the Eye of God upon 
their hearts dare not take in any one. No, though they thirſt for DivineLove 
more than for Life,yer ſhut up their Spirits againſt all! Approaches, orAppear- 
ances of it, as delultons. 

Obi. Theſe Souls ſigh forth this great Objeion againſt the Love of God: 
You lay, the Will of God is love; the obje&t of every Will is'fome good ; 
the object of all love is ſome lovelineſs, What lovelineſs can there be in 
me to draw the heart of God to me, to be in love with me, who am only 
loathſom by my luſts,and deformed by my paſſion? W hat good can be found 
in me. to attra%t the Divine Will to center itſelf in me by love, when no good, 
bur all evil dwelleth in me ? | 

Anſw. 1. Dear Soul, who thus reafoneſt for thine own ſufferings againſt 
the love of God, [ſhall give thee three Anſwers in the behalf, and in the 
name of Divine love. O that love itſelf from the heart of God would dro 
its Sweetnels from its own mouth upon thee, and ſeal it upon thy Spirit, white 
1 am ſpeaking for it to thee ! 

Firſt, Thou wert made in the Image, and Likeneſs of God, Gen. 1, All 
Lovelineſs conliſteth in Suitableneſs; Suitableneſs in Similitude, and Likeneſs. 
There is nothing, which drawethHearts and Love,which attraCteth all things 
fo powerfully, as Similitude doth. Similitude is a kind of Unity, and Likenel: 
Onenefs. Similitude is deſcribed ro be one Form in rwo matters, or ſubjects. 
Ler this, O drooping Soul; raiſe thee to look upward to that Heaven of Erter- 
nal Love, which ever holdeth thee in its Embraces, and ſhineth round abour 


* thee. The Divine Image, and Simulitude is thy proper Perſon, thine Nature, 


thine Eſſence, it lyeth indeed captivated in chains of Darkneſs, diſhonoured, 
and defiled by thy luſts, wounded, and mangled by thy paſſions, oppreſſed 
with guilt, {lain by unbelief in thee, Yer this Divine Image is i thee. Ir is 


| . thy zue ſelf according to the firſt Creation. 


Daſt thou ask now, what that good 1s, which attrafteth the Divine Will 
to thee by the love of it? God 1isin love with his own Likeneſs in thee. He 
ſeeketh his own Birth, His Spouſe in thee, ſprung forth from himſelf to be his 
Toy in the midit of all the Creatures, to be Queen, where ever he is King in 
the whole Creation. This Divine Image in thee, this thy Divine ſelf -i5 thar 
Pearl inthe Field, for which God giveth himſelf, that he may purchaſe the 
Fields. This is that'good, to which the heart of: God is carried with all its 
weight of love, to redeem it, to revive it, to raiſe1t out of the Duſt, that it 
may ſhine again in his Glory, and fing of his loves. | 

The Lord Feſus telleth us, Mat. 24. 2S. Where the Carkaſs is, there the 
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Eagles will be gathered together. The Scriptures repreſent the Spirit of God 
in its low eſtate, in the Fleſh of Chriſt, and his Members by a Dove, a Groa- 
ning Dove. The Dove is in thecleftsof the Rock, and the holes of the Stairs, 
Cant. 2. 'The Spirit deſcended upon Jeſus at his Bapriſm before his Tempra- 
tions in the form of a Dove. 

The Spirit in his Heavenly ſtrength, and Glory is ſet forth by an Eaple. 1 
have born them upon Eagles Wings, fauth God, They ſhall mount up on high like 
an Eagle ; faith the Prophet E/ay. The Spirit 1s often expreſſed in the plural 
number, becauſe he is that Unity, which 1s the Spring, the Center, the Circle, 
and Band of all bleſied Spirits. He hath in himſelf an endleſs variety of Spiri- 
tual Glories, which are all glorious Spirits in him, as he is, and one with him. 
whitherſoever his Willis to go, they all go together with him. He is there- 
fore exprefled by ſeven Lamps, ſeven Spirits, and Eagles here. Where the 
Carcaſs is, there the Eagles 1ll be gathered tcpether "The end of all this is10 
make way for the letting in of a flood of Heavenly Balſom, of Divine love 
upon every heart, upon the broken heart, to heal it ; upon the hardeſt hear: 
t ſoiten ir, 

Eagles from afar,and from on high are drawn to {laughter'd Carcaſſes,as to 
their proper Prey S> when theDivineImage lyerh in thee as a loathſomeCarcat: 
at the bottom of a dark and dcep Dungeon, now is it the moſt proper Bair, 
and moſt powerful Attractive of Divine love. Now the Lord Jeſus, the Eter- 
nal Spirit with all the Troop,of Spiritual Powers, and Glories reſort to this 
Carcaſs, defcend upon it, hunger after it. Now they-feed, and feaſt upon ir, 
until they have eaten it up, until they have converted it into one pure nature, 
and glorious Spirit with themſelves. 

When Ignatius was to be devoured by wild Beaſts ; now faith he, ſhall the 
Teeth of the Lyons grind me jnto fine Flower, to make fine Manchet of me for 
the Table of God. So do thow fay concerning all thy Suffterings within, and 
without : Theſeare the Divine 'Teeth of the Spirit of Heavenly love. Now 
doth my God feed upon me. If my God feed upon me, if he nouriſh, and 
enlarge his own Life, Joys, and Glory by me, then ſhall he alſo change me, 
take me up into himſelf, diffuſe his own Life, Joys, and! Glory into me. 

This isthe firſ# Anſwer. 

Anſ. 2. Dear Soul, whoever, whatever thou art, thou art the Of pring of 
God. St. Paul citeth this from a Poet,confirmeth-it by a Divine Te imony,ap- 

 plyeth it Univerſally to all, maketh it the ground of Evangelical Truths, and 
Loves; Acts 17. 28, As ſome of your own Poets have ſaid ; We are his Off- 
ring. | 
i 6 Pa3hath ſomething very like this, Ephbeſ. 3. 9. The Goſpel was hid 
in God from-the Foundation of the World, who made all things by. Feſus Chriſt. 
God had the love of the Goſpel in his Heart, and ſowed it as a ſecret Seed in 


2 By Chriſt. 


the Foundations of the. whole-Ercatzon, when he made all things by Fe: 


{ 217 | | 
Chriſt. FeſusChrift is theSeed of Nature,as well as of Grace,and ſolyeth hid in the 
Boſom of every Creature, as the true Pearl in the Field. Thar Divine Image, 
of which we ſpake before, was the {1militude only, the Mother: of Pearl ; 
This is the Subſtance, the Pearl itſelf. In the Of-ſpring of God is the Seed of 
God. W here the Seed of God is, there is God himſelt in the Vertue, Power, 
and fulneſs of his Divine Nature. For ſo the Seed of every Plant hath thar 
Plant Virtually, and Spiritually 1n it. | 

Be now no more unbelieving ; but bel;eve. Believe the love, which God 
hath to thee. Believe, that all the Incliriations of the Divine Will are to thee ; 
that the Eye, and heart of God are turned toward thee in every place, fixt 
upon thee with all that intention,and force of Sweetneſs in the Divine Nature. 


For why ? He is drawn irrefiltibly to his own Sced, his own Son, his own elf 


m thee. Thou art his Off-ſpring. 

When Micah was reproved for crying after the Company, he replicd : 2z 
have carried away my Gods, and ye ſay ; why crieſt thou after us ? 

No more now doubt, and ſay ; why ſhould the moſt high God with ar Eye 
of love from Heaven, thus follow me into every ſtate of life, into all the cor- 
ners of my heart? Why ſhould he by a voice of love from Heaven in the 
Word, in Providences, in the motions of his Spirit thus cry, and call after mc ? 
Thou haſt his Seed, his Son, himſelf in thee. | 

Do thou anſwer him again, and fay : Thou ſeekeſt thy ſelf, thy Seed, thy 
Sheep crucified, buried, loſt in me. O ſeek, and find it ; find it, and take itup 
into thine Arms ; keep itin thine Arms, till thou bring it home to its own ſeit, 
to its loſt Life, Joys, and Glories again. Butl alſo ſeek my Life, my Original, 
my true ſelf hid with Chriſt in thee in the brightneſs of thy Glory. O take 
thy crucified ſelf in me home to thee into thy Boſom. O give me my Glori- 


fied ſelf with thee home to me into my Boſom. Thus much for the ſecond An- .: 


* ſaver. | | 
Anſ.3.Stll the wounded Spirit ſigheth,and faith: Can Gcd take pleaſure in 
any thing common, or unclean ? Dear Souls, ever dear to the Divine Will, 
when you have a ſenſe of Sin or, Love ;and when you have none, underſtand 


the Myſtery of the Divine Will in the order, and method of Divine love. 


When you underſtand this, you will have a deep, and kindly ſenſe of Sin in- - 


deed, bur fo, as to have a righter, and ſweeter ſenſe of love by it. 
There isa Twofold Lowein God; a Love of Complacency, or Delight ; a 


Love of Benevolence, or good Will. 'The firft is that, by which he taketh plea- - 


ſure in thee, as a Bridegroom 1n his beautiful Bride, "The ſecond is that, by 
which his Will is ſet on work ro make thee beauriful, and a Bride to himſelf. 


'The love of Complacency 1s the firſt,and the laſt love.” The love of benevolence | 


is a middle-love, which ariſeth out of this, and endeth in it ; as Springs, and 
Rivers come from the Sea,agd run into it. 


This is the Order of Divine love. Firſt thou art beloved with . a love of . 
Com- .- 


- 
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Complacency from Erernity, as thou art ſeen in that Glafs of Eternity, the 
Word, the Lord Jeſus. Secondly, "Thou art for this love's ſake beloved with a 
love of benevolence in time in thine own Perſon, by which love, God willeth 
all good to thee, and worketh all good in thee. Laftly,'Thouart beloved with 
a love of Complacency to Etcrni.y in thine own Perſon, as thou art decked 
with all the Ornaments of the Divine Nature. "This is the order of Divine 
love. Its Muſick is made up of theſe three Parts. we 

1. Part. Divinelove in the firſt Part is a love of Complacency, or Delight 
in thee, as thou art ſceu Erexnally in the Perfon or Chriſt. Dear Soul, while 
thou art complaining here below, and fixeſt thine Eye upon thy ſhame, thy 
God ſeeth thee all-glorious within, and withour in the glorihed Perſon of the 
Lord feſus._ There he taketh his firſt view of thee, 'There his Eyc, and bis 
Heart are fixt Etcrnally to thee. Here he maketh choice of thec, here he fal» 
leth in love with thee, and his Soul reſteth with perfect delight in thee, For 


he beholdeth thee, as a ſpeCtaclc of all D:vine lovelineſs lying in the Boſfom 


of him, who is the brightneſs of all Divine Glory. As a Veſſel in the Sea is 


Rlled with the Waters, and overflown with the fame Waters : fo art thou be- 


fore the World was in the Perſon of thy Feſus, asin a Sea of Spiritual, Hea- 
venly Beauties ; all tull within, all covered without with theſe Glories ; quite 
thorow tranſparent with the riches of their luſtre; entirely (wallowed up into 
the Sea of thele. pure, and bright Glories. "This is Eleeting Love, of which 
St. Paul ſpeaketh ; Epbe{. 1. He hath made us acceptabl: m the bel;ed one. Ir 
is a ſigniticant expreſſion which no language can anſwer for the Sweetneſs,and 
Fulneſs of it ; «47yivs, made acceptable. The phraſe hath rhis force in ir. 
God embraceth thee with the Arms of the dearcit, and rendereſt loves,findirg 
thee entirely cloatked, and eacircled with the height of all lovelineſs in the 
vbjet of all loves, and the firſt ſeat, the eſſence itielt of all lovelineſles the 
Lord eſs. His Soul is well-pleaſed with thee to the utmoit of all Content ; 
he hath his fill of Pleaſures1n thee, enjoying thee in the Center of all Plea- 
fantnetles, his own Son. 

2. Part. Divine loven the ſecond Part 1s #4 love of Benevelence. While 
thou art a defolate Wilderneſs, where nothiwg 4ppearcth but Dearth, and 
Drouth, but Buſh, and Brakezthe love of Eternity deſcendeth, and ſoweth it- 
felf, as a Heavenly Seed in thee, It cometh down in Heavenly Showers. Ir 
breaketh forth in Heavenly Sup-ſhines upon thee. 'The fame love ſpringeth up 
into all manner of Spiritual lovelineſs in thee. Now the Graſs groweth, the 
Roes, anc the Hinds play, where the Dragon lay. 'The Bramble bringeth 
torth Roſes. "The Stony Heart is now made the Garden of God. The Soul 
which wallowed in the filth ofvthe-Devil is waſhed by Eternal love in its own 

lood, redeemed by its own life, made to bear the Fruit of its own lovelineſs, 
and ready trimmed for a Brideto itſelf. 

3. art. Divine love inthe third Part is a love of Complacency, and de- 
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light in thee in thine own Perſon : Now Heaven is opened to thee. God with | 
all his holy Angels are continually deſcending, and afcending between Hea- 
ven, and thine Heart, whichis become as it were another Heaven on Earth, 
Ged refteth in his Love to thee, and rejoyceth with ſin2mg over thee. The Mar- 
riage-feaſt of the Lamb, and his Bride is kept in thee, and thou art that Bride. 
God with all his loves reſteth in thy Bofom. All his defires, who is Infinite, 
are terminated in thee. All his delights are conſummated in thee. All the 
Quires of Angels round about ſing of his love to thee. All his Excellencies, 
and Glories, all his works on every {ide ſing for his Joy in thee. 

Ah! Dear Souls ! When God thall thus bring back your Captivity, how 
will your Mouths be filled with laughter ! How will you be, as thoſe thar 
Dream ? But why ſhou'd theſe glad 'T'ydings ſeem to you treo good), roo great 
to be true. God is able to Go all this for you, and in you. For his Power 1s In- 
hnite, God 1s as wuling, as he is able. For his Power lyeth in his Will, and 
his Will is Love. Only wait thou for him; and keep thine Eye upon the 
frlt Link in the Golden Chain of D.vinelove,which 13 fa%ned to the "Throne: 
of God, the Perſon of Chriſt in Heaven, above all thy frailtes, folly, and 
hlths, before thy Being in Fleſh. This Link ts that, which draweth after it the 
other twoinfeparably, and infalltbly. 

This is the Circle of Heavenly love. Firſt, God loveth thee in Eternity 
with that love,with which he loveth theLord Feſus.For he beholdeth thee inthe 
l:;ght of che ſame lovelineſs, in which he beholdeth Feſus Chriſt. Then he 
bringeth down the Treafure of this love, and lovelineſs, which is his beloved 
Son into thee, ſoweth him, asa Seed of the Divine Nature, and Sonſhip. He 
ſpringeth up in thee, transformeth thee into his own likeneſs, groweth up in 
an inſeparable Union, and Fellowſhip with thee. Now God hath another Son, 
in which he ſecth his Son in a on Earth, as he ſaw them before in 
eonjunction in Heayen. Leſ?ly,God embraceth this Son on Earth, ir; whom 
he ſeeth his Son. He giveth him the kifs of a Father, with all the Joys of a 
Father. He takerh him into his Arms, carrieth him up into Heaven changing 
him ſtill, as he carricth him up, till this Union begun below, be at laſt made 
perfect in, and ſwallowed up into that Union, which was at firſt in Eternity. 
Then ſhall the Lord Jeſus ſee kimſelf in a Saint after the ſame manner, mn. 
which a Saint 1s ſeen in the Lord Jeſus ; both being made perfe&t in Exch,and 
all made peric{t in one. Fo!low on to know the Lord, and his love, and ye 
{hall know this love of the Lord. : 

1. Uſe. See the Evil of 7 upon two Accounts. Firſt Sin 1s-an Aberration 
from the Will of God. Seccndly Sin is an Oppoſition to that Will. 

I. The firſt Evil: of Sin is, that is it an Aberration from the Will of Gods 
The Will of God is love. Ia every Sinful path thou loſeſt the Love-Preſence of 
ihy God, What is this Lowve-Preſence and what is thy loſs ir- being deprived of 


At ?In the Love-Preſence of Gad are theſe Things.. 


- "2-8 
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- 1, A Light of Glory ſhining round about thee. This Light of Glory cloa- 
theth thy Perſon all over with its living luſtre, as with a Garment of pure 
Gold, oft Divine Lovelineſs.This Light layerh all things open, and naked to 
thee in their Heavenly Beauties,in their Eternal Truths, and Subſtances. This 
lightis a mutual Union, and Fellowſhip between thee, and all things in the 
light, all the Children of light, all Spirits, and Forms of light. "This light is 
a Spiritual Paradiſe, in which thou ſpringeſt up, and flouriſheſt, as a Plant, 
and Flower of light. This Divine Light is a new Wine, which thou continu- 
ally drinkelt in, and art filled with pure Spirits of all Lite, Excellency, Loves 
and Joys, Laſtly, "Thus pleaſant, and triumphant Light chaſerth away all the 
{hadows, all the darkneſs, deceits, melancholy, and fears of rhe Night. 

2. In the Lowe-Preſence is the Face of God unvailed, naked, and ſmiling. 
Godis as a King, and a Bridegroom, in his Ivory Palace. 'Thou art, as hi; 
Queen, and Bride at his Right hand in Garments of Needle-work wrought 
by the Eternal Spirit with all manner of Beautiful, and Delightful Flowers, 
and Figures. Here they make theſe two glad with all manner of Pleaſures, as 
on their Marriage-day. 

3- An innumerable company of Angels make up this Love-Preſence. 'Theſe 
are thy guard. They continually encircle thee, and encamp round about thee 
in every place by might, and by day. Which way ſoever thou goeſt, they 
bear thee in their arms. "They go before thee, to make ſmooth paths for thy 
Feet, and to prepare a reſting place for thee. They contend with all the Powers 
of Darknels in thy behait, for thy Body itſelf, even in Death. They make 
Peace for thee with the\Beaſls of the Field, and a Covenant for thee with the 
Stones of the Earth in the name of the Lord Feſus, and by the Myſtery of 
the Goſpel. The darkeſt Appearances of things have the face of Pleaſure itſelf, 
and put on Immortal Beaunes for thee. 'The hardeſt things ſoften into Spirits 
of Life, and Love, flow with Springs of love, and delights for thee. | 

4. The God-Head itſelf encompaſieth thee with a Ring of unapproachable 
Powers,and IncomprehenlibleGlories,like the Mountains round about Hieruſa- 
lem. Himſelf becometh unto thee the Habitation of a Rock, the Rack of E- 

ternity, and Glory, Himfelt is thy King,thy Kingdom, thy Palace, thy ſtrong 
"Tower ; thy ſafety, thy|reſt, and thy pleaſure. In this D:vine ſtrength, in this 
Divinefſecret no evil can come ncar thee, no good can ever fail thee, neither 
the Bread of thy ſtrength, and life, nor the living Waters of thy Loves,Beau- 
t:ic3 and Joys. 

This is the L»ve-Preſence of God. "This is drawn in, and withdraweth ir- 
{elf from thee in the ſame degrees, as {in 1s entertained in thy Spirit and Life, 
« Evil isaPrivation of Good, How great an Evil then is the leaſt ſin, which 
depriveth thee of the beſt, and greateſt good the Lowe- Preſence of thy God ? 
Bleſſed are the pure in Heart, faith our Saviour, they ſhall ſee God. Mat, 5. 
How curſed are the Impure ? Wo to the filthy, and unclean. They are con- 


demned 
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demned to the loſs of the ſight of this God, and the ſenſe of his Love, which 
Gghr, which ſenſe alone enlighten, alone ſweeten Heaven. 

This is the Will of God, your San{tification. The Will, and the Love of God 
are one. While you ſtand in a holy "Temper, and State, you ſtand in the Will 
of God, you ſtand in the Love-viſions, and Love-embraces of God. What a 
horrour ſhould you have for every Sin, which cometh to ſnatch theſe bleſſed 
vitions of Love from before your Eyes, and you from the midſt of theſe em- 
braces of love ? | 

When the Lord feſzs died, the Sun was entirely darkned beſides the courſe 
of Nature, the Rocks were rent aſunder, the Earth ſhook, and trembled, rhe 


' Graves were opened, and the Dead came forth, How dreadful, and diſmai 


a thing would Sin appear, if we met with ſo unnatural, aftrighting a Change 
as this, upon the act, or meditation of every Sin ? But the change is far more 
rragica!l, and mournful, if we ſaw it with the Eyesof our mind,as indeed it is. 

Upon the ariſing of cach Luſt in thee to gain thy Will from the Boſom of 
thy Will, Feſzxs Chriſt 1s ſpiritually flain in thee, who hath a Twin-lite with 
thy life, while thou livelt in the Divine Will, "This is a Death far more dead- 
ty, than that in his Fiecth. Now that light of Glory is extinguiſhed in thy 
Spirit, which ſhineth ten thouſand times brighter, and ſweeter, than the Sum- 
mer-Sun, Now the Rocks the Divine Powers rcund about tnec, rend aſun- 
der, and remove out of their places. Hell is opened. All things reurd about 
thee are Apparitions from beneath ; evil Spirits walking in all Forms of things. 
The whole frame, and face of Nature is full of Darkneſs, and uncertainty, 
Tremblings, and Horrour. The whole Image of things within thee, and with- 
out is changed froma Lowe-Preſence to a ſpetacle of Wrath,and Vengeance. 

O that Men underſtood, and would believe the Evil of Sin, of a depar- 
ture from the Divine Will, which isa Sea of Love, to their own Will, which 


* is a dark fire of Luft burning up intoan open Hell. But though they neither 


underſtand, nor believe it ; yet is it true, and they cel it to beſo. 

2.The Second Evil of Sin is an oppoſition tothe Divine Will, that is,to theDi- 
vineLove.But can any oppoſe uncleanLuſts to fo pure a Love ? Earthly,Helliſh 
Luſts to ſoHeavenly aLove?FleſhlyLuſts to a ſpiritual Love,aLove,which is the 
Life,and Immortality of allBieſſedSpirits?Can any oppoſe raging paſſions to the 
meekneſs,and ſweet Calm of Divine Love? Can any ſer themſelves againſt that 
Love which wooeth them continually,till it win rhem,v/hich doth all things for 
them? Can any fo caſt ſhame upon that Love,which pourerh forth irſelf,as a 
ſwcet-ſmelling Ointment of al!Grace,and Beauty upon theirHeads,andPerſons? 
Are any hearts t9 be tound fo hard,rhat they will wound Eternal Love itfelf, 
while it is pouring forth the Life-Blood of its own heart,partly for a Divine 


. Bathto waih us winte in,part'y *8 a picc.ousBalſom to heal thoſewor nds,which 


Sin, and Sorrow make in the.::? A'l this we do, while by Sinwe walk con- 
trary to the Divine Will, which 1s ail Love, Love framing all contrivances, 


LN caſt:ng 
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- caſting itſelf into all Forms n Heaven, on the Earth, under the Earth, ating / 


all parts of Life, and Death for us, to gain us, and to crown us with all its 
Joys, and Beauties. O how uningenuous, how unnatural a thing 1s Sin ? O take 
heed of truſting the comforts of your lives, the life of your Souls, the ſweet- 
neſs of your Relations to it. | 

The foundations of Heaver, and Earth are not fo firm, as that of this 
Truth : The preateſ# Ewil of Suffering is to be choſen a thouſand times, rather 
than the leaſt Ewil of Sin. In the midſt of all other Evils thy Will may ſtand 
ina Love-Union with theDiviaeWill,which is the onlyParadiſe ofDelights,and 
Beauries, that never fade. [n every Evil of Sin thy Will ſtandeth in oppoſiri- 
on, and enmity to the Divine Will, which enmity alone 1s the Center of Hell, 
where all its blacknels of darkieſs, all irs unquenchable fires, all its innumera- 
ble furies, forms of torment riſe up into it. 

Our Lord Fez: in his Agony, on the Croſs, in all his Sufferings had a Joy 
ſet before him. The Wrath of his Father with all its 'Tempeſts, which ſhook 
Heaven, and Earth was a ſpectacle of Divine Love, and Joy ſer before him. 
For in all this his Fathers Will was done by him. His Will was tuned to his 
Fathers Will. So the Harmotiy,and Muſick of Divine Love plaid in the Ear 
of his Spirit thorow all. His Will was an excellent Lute, the more it was bro» 
ken, the more ſweetly it returned all that Muſick. 

On the other {ide all the pleaſures of Sin, all the Glories of the Creature to 
a {inful Soul are only a ſcene of Heaven in Hel). For the Will ſtandeth in a 
Contrariety to the Divine Will, which-1s the Supream Love, and Joy. Whar 
can the Contrariety to the Supream Love; andyoy be, but the deplorable ex- 
treams of Wrath, and 'Torment ? 

Uſe 2, The Will of God declarcth itſelf to be Love, to this end, that you 
may not fin by departing from it.: butif any man do fin, that he may pre- 
ſently return. Saul was ſoftred, and melted, when he heard the language of 
love from David, who had watched over him to preſerve him, while he {leprt 
in the midſt of - that Army, with which he made War upon him : Is this thy 
voice my Son David.? ſaid he then, Open thine Eyes, ſee the Divine W1ll 
with innumerable Eyes of love\watching over thee in the midſt of thy rebel- 
lions. Open thine Ears, hear the Divine Will wooing thee with the ſweeteſt 
language of love in the midſt of thy pollutions. "This will eurn thee again to 
the Will of God to melt thy ſelf into its Boſom, when once this thought ari- 
feth in thee, that thou returneſt ro a Boſom of love ever open to thee, 

Uſe. 3. Be in love with Holineſs. Holineſs is a Conformity to the Will of 
God, This Will 1s Love. How caſy 1s that Yoak ? How light is the Burthen? 
How pleaſant is the Law of Love ? Keep my Commandment, and abide ye in 
my Love, even as I abide in my Fathers Love , fauh Feſws Chriſt, To abide 
in the Divine Will, to keep the Commandments of that,is to abide in the Para- 


die of Divine love, to dreſs it, and keep it. David faith of the Law of the 
"A Lord ;. 
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Lord, Pſal. 19. It i more to be deſired, than thouſands of Gold, and Silver. It 
is ſweeter than the Honey, and the Honey-comb. In keeping it x exceeding great ve- 


ward, Hear, O beloved Souls. and be wiſe, and bein love with Holineſs. In 


every command to Holineſs God cometh to you 1n the Light, ard Purity of 
all his Divine Beauties, in the Strength, and Sweetnefs of all his Divine loves, 
ro make thee like himſelf, to marry thee to himſelf. In every at of obedience 
to this law of Holineſs,thyPerſon iſhineth with sHeavenly luſtre by the ſhining 
forth of the unvailed Perſon of God upon thee : thou receiveſt a kiſs of Hea- 
venly love immedately from the Mouth of God, and returneft it again. O 
taſt, and ſee. "Then you will ſay, that this Heavenly Traffick is beyond thar 
of ail precious, of all pleaſant things. No where ſuch lovelineſs, as this; no 
where (uch love. Holineſs 1s a Conformity to the Will of God. The Will 
of God is Love,theFountain, and the Life of all Incorruptible Beauties,of all 
pure, and ever-flouriſhing Pleaſures. 

[ have done with the ſecond Deſcription of Divine Love, which defineth it 
to be the ſame with the Divine Will. | 

3- Deſcrip. God is Love. He, who was the Diſciple of Love, who lay m 
the Boſfom of Love, and fo belt knew whar Love is, declareth Divine Love ro 
be the Nature, and Eſſence of God. God, ſaith he, zs Lowe. He that dwelleth in 
Lowe, dwelleth in God, and God dwelleth in him, 1 Joh. 2. 16. As the Sea is 
a heap of Waters: The gathering together of the Waters God called the Sea, Gen. 
1. As the Body of the Sun 1s a pure, and ſimple Light : ſo is God a Collecti- 
on of Loves: a gathering together of all Loves into one Spirit. This is the 
Divine Nature an Unity, a Purity, a Simplicity of Love. 

I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you by four Arguments, that there is no name, 
which doth fo properly, fo fitly expreſs the nature of God, as this of Lowe. 

1. Argum. The firſt, the principal Thing, the beginning of all Things mm God 


'*S Love, Pſal. 136. 1 intend a ſhort Paraphraſe upon this whole P/a/m ; be- 


cauſe it maketh ſo clearly, and fully for my purpoſe, being taken altogether 
from the beginning tothe end of it. 

If you would hear the Muſick of Angels, of Heaven ; if you would hear 
the living Harmony of the Divine Nature, as it is a/l Love : liſten with a 
Spiritual Ear to this Pſalm, which is a Song compoſed entirely of this SubjeRt 
of Divine Love. It the Spirit of God afliſt me to ſound forth aright the 
Heavenly Muſick of this P/a/nz, 1 do not doubr ro make your hearts m your 
Boſoms to leap, and dance to it, by that time I have done. 

Firſt, Take two general Obſeryations concerning this Pſalm. 

I. Gener. Obſerv. This is a Pſalm of Praiſes, and 'Thankſgivings ; the 
Work of Heaven, a Heavenly Work. Bur all the Praifes here are attributed 
to, all the Thankſgivings are terminated 11 Love, and the Eternity of Love. 
This is the burthen of the Song repeated. in every verſe; this is that,into which 
all the Strengrh, and Sweetnels of the ſenſe is ſtill reſolved ; this makerh _ 
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half of every verſe quite thorow the whole Pſalm : For bis Mercy endureth 


for ever. The HWord mn Hebrew ſignifieth alike , Mercy, Kindneſs, Love. That 


word, endureth, is added by the Tranſlatours. You may read the words with 
as full an agreement with the Original, as I humbly conceive, For his Love as 
Eternal. | 
But however this be, if we adhere to the Tranſlation ; Adercy is one of 
the ſweeteſt, tendereſt, largeſt names of Divine love. . 
1. Mercy is Leve condeſcending, and deſcending from the heights of all 
Heavens above to the nethermoſt parts of the Earth, to the nethermoſt Hell. 
2.Mercy isLove uniting iffelf to the vileſt,and moſt miſerableCreatures,which 
lie below, which ſtick in the Mire, and Clay in the bottom of the Pit. There 
love ſympathizeth with them, maketh itſelf entirely one with them in their 
low eſtate. | 
3. Mercy is Love making a mutual and ſtrange exchange with thoſe loath- 
ſome, and loſt Souls. Ir taketh to itſelf their guilt, ſhame, weakneſs, and woes. 
It giveth to them its own Righteouſneſs, Strength, Beauties, Joys, and Glories, 

Thus Mercy is the circle; of Divinelove, as it cometh forth from Heaven, 
and Eternity ; goeth down to the loweſt depths of Time, and the Crea- 
tion ; then aſcenderh again,/till like the Sun it return thither, where .it firſt a- 
roſe. Poor, and broken Spirits, who lie at the utmoſt ends of the Earth mour- 
ning 28 outcaſts; hope evermore in Erernal love, wait for it. 'The love of 
God will find you out, it will meet with you, and take you in its way, For 
Divine love is Eternal. It encompaſleth Heaven, and Earth ; "Time and Eter- 
ty. His Mercy endureth for ever. | 

2. Gener, Obſerv. This Pſalm comprehendeth all things in it, Created, 
or Uncreated ; the Nature of God; the Perſons of Gad, and of Chriſt; the 
Wonders of God ; the Works of God ; the Works of Nature, Grace, and Glory. 
It comprehendeth all things. "Then it maketh the ground, and Crown of all to 
be Love ; this 1s brought 1n to every particular in each verſe, as the Rezſon, 
Rale, Reſult of all: For his Mercy endureth for ever ; for his love is Eternal. 

It isa maxime in Nature, that all motion is founded upon ſomething un- 
moveable. 'This is the Divine Maxime, upon which Heaven, and Earth 
flandeth ; all motions in the heart of God, and in the Creature . 
of Grace, and Nature .are founded upon the unmoveableneſs, the un- 
changeableneſs of eternal Love. 

O bleſſed Love ! O blefſcd God, whois this love ! O bleſſed Soul, which 
with a ſpiritual Eye created by this love ſeeth this all, this whole frame of 
things to be a ſtructure, a compoſure of Divine Love ! Eternal Love riſing 
up intoa Temple, which itſelt f&lleth with its All-powerful preſence and God- 

Jead, figuring itſelf in all Forms ; aCting all Parts; dwelling, and converling 
with us, with itſelf in us, and in all things, | 

Wandring Souls, take what wings you will to your ſelyes, you can never 
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fly from the Face, from the Boſom of this Love. The Face of Divine Love 
ſhineth thorow all things. "The Boſom of Love is the Neſt,in which all things, 
lie. He that hath anEye to ſee this Lovezhe that hath aPalate to relliſh it,feeleth 
and feedeth upon aHeavenlySweetneſs dropping from theDivineNature thorow 
all ObjeCts, thorow all his Senſes, as that Honey from the Rock of Eternity. 
7, Theſe are the :2v0 general obſervations. 1 come now to the parts of the Pſalm 
which are three; 1. God. 2. The Wonders. 3. The Works of God. 

1. Part; God. "This Part hath three Particulars. 1. The Nature of God. 


2. The Perſon of the Father. 3. "The Perſon of Chriſt. 


1. Partic. The Nature of God « Love. O give thanks unto the Lord, for 
he is good; for his Mercy endureth for ever. y. 1. Goodneſs is the Nature of 
God. All the Goodneſs of God conſfiſteth in his Love, and the unchangeable- 
ncſs, the Eternity of that. 'The Lord efus teacheth us in the Goſpel, that 
there-is none good, but one, that xs God. God alone 1s good eſſentially, and fo 
primitively, and fo perieCtly, infmtely good, For nothing can limit, or con- 
hne itſelf. Goodneſs is in each Creature, as an accident only. In God it is his 
eſſence. 'The eſſence of God 1s goodneſs, 'The eſſence of goodneſs is Lowe, Eter- 
val Love. O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good, for his Mercy endureth 
for ever, his Love :s Eternal. The Reaſon, or Objett in God of all 'Thankf- 
givings is his goodneſs, The Formal Reaſon, the Eſſence of his goodneſs is his 
Love, 

As we paſs, let us make four ſhort Notes upon this Particular. 1. Faith in 
the Soul is to be the Counterpart of Love in God.* How large then ſhould our 
Faith be, which is to anſwer fo great a Love ? Allthe goodneſs of God lyeth 
in his Love. The Effence of God, which is ſo incomprehenſible, ſo infinite is 
Love. The Heart of God, the Divine Nature is all Love. O that our 
Hearts, our Souls, our who!e Being were all one Mouth of Faith, and that 
Mouth opening itfelf fill wider and wider to rake in theſe Seas of Divine 
Love. 2. The goodneſs of the Divine Nature is Love. 'The Seed then of all 
goodnels in us 15 Divine Love, Let us never fay ; the Evilof my Heart,. and 
Lfe keep. me from the Fountam of Love in the Heart of God. IF I were 

ood, with what Freedom ſhould I come to it ? With what deſire, delight 
Gould I drink of it ? Take in this Love, that thou mayſt be good. This is 
the beautiful Flower, and ripe Fruit of the Divine Nature in the Creator. 
This is the Immortal, and precious Seed of the Divine Nature in the Crea- 
ture. 

2. Partic. The Perſon of the Father is Love. O give thanks unto the God 
of Gods ; for his Mercy endureth for &vergv. 2. The groundupon whichT Inter- 
prct the God of Gods in this wer/e to be the Father, the Lord of Lords, in the 
tullowing verſe to be Feſus Chrit,is the Authority of the Holy Ghoſt inthe 
New Teſtament, who oiten diſt;nguiſheth theſe two ever-blelied Perſons by 
theſe ſeveral Titles of God, and Lord. Sr. Peter ſaith of Jeſus Chriſt in the 
AF. 
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Aﬀs ; Him hath God made both Lord, and King. St. Paul faith; There is one 

God the Father, of whom are all things, and we of him. There is one Lord Fe- 

fars, by whom are all things, and we by him. The Holy Apoſtle feemeth here 

by the name of God to underſtand the Fountain of things ; by that of Lord, 

the Channel. In another /place he ſpeaketh in like manner : There are diffe- 

rences of Adminiſtrations, but the ſame Lord. There are diverſities of operations, 

but the ſame God, who worketh' all in all: God is the Original of all Power ; 
Feſws Chriſt, the great, and univerſal Adminiſtrator, the fupream Miniſter in 

all the Aftairs of the God-Head, and fo the Lord. 

But to return; the excellency by which God the Father infinitely ſurmoun- 
teth all the Gods, «ll Powers, Greatnefles, and Glories is Eternal: Love. The 
Soveraignty, by which he reigneth over, ruleth, rideth forth upon all the 
Gods, all Powers,Greatnefles,and Glories is Eternal Love. The Fountain of the 
Father, from which he bringeth forth the higheſt Spirits, Angels, and Saints 
into the Heavenly Image, and Form of God, that they all become, as Sons of 
God, as Gods round about the Throne of the God of Gods, the Father of 
them all ; this Fountain is Eternal Love. O ye Saints! O ye Souls, whom God 
hath created, and brought forth from a Seed of Love in Eternity, lay your 
Mouth to this breaſt of Love, ſuck in abundantly the pure Milk of Eternal 
Love, that you may nouriſh the Divine Nature,and grow up into the Form of 
God by it. What do we make our ſelves, when we caſt off Divine Love, 
when we ceaſe to love ? We.caſt off the Divine Nature, and become Devils. 
The God of Gods, the Fountain of the Divine Nature, the Father of the Di- 
vine Life, and Image in Angels, and men hath all his Praiſes for his Love, he 
hath his vertue, perfeCtions, and preheminence all confifting in his Love, and 
the Eternity of that. O give thanks unto the God of Gods : for his Mercy endu- 
reth for ever : for his Love is Eternal, v. 3. 

23. Part. The Perſon of Chriſt is Love. O give thanks unto the Lord of Lerds : 
for bis Mercy endureth for ever. 'The Kingdom of Chriſt is a Kingdom of Love. 
All the Praiſes of his Reign are terminated in everlaſting mercies, the kindnef(- 
ſes of Eternity. As Feſzes Chriſt iis the Lord of Life, and Prince of Glory'; fo is 
he alſo the Lord, and Prince of | Lowe. 

'The Headſhip of the Lord Feſzs over all Principalities, and Powers is the 
Well-head of love. Our Saviour, as he is the Wiſdom of the Father, by which 
he condudteth all things, is a love-channel, the way of love, a contrivance, 
delign, and myſtery of love. As he is the Power of God, which carrieth on 
all, ſo heis a flood of love pouring forth itſelf into this channel, and running 
along thorow it, filling all the windings, and turnings of the Creation, and of 
Providence, 4% 

W ho would not worſhip thee, O thou King of Saints ! O thou King of 
loves! Who would not kiſs this Son with a kiſs of Allegiance, and be a Sub- 
X# in this Ringdom ; where the King, and the Ringdom both are love. The 

: ſharpeſt 
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ſharpeſt reproof here is a kiſs of loye, The deepeſt wounding 1s an anointing 
of love, The Lord Feſus in this ſenſe alſo is the King of Kings, the Lord of 
Lords. All his Subje&ts are Fellow-Lord, Fellow-King together with himſelf, 
ſitting together wpon one Throne, which 15 a Throne of Grace, Throne of 
love, love findeth, or maketh an _— 

[ have paſſed thorow the firſt part of the Pſalm, which 1s the God of [owe 

2. Part. The Wonders of love. To him, who alone doth great Wonders : for 
his Mercy endureth for ever, or his love ts Eternal, wv. 4. All the wonders 
of Godare wonders of love. God is in nothing fo to be admired, as in his. 
love. 

Admiration is imperfet knowledge. Thoſe things are wonders to us, which 
are incomprehenſible, the cauſes, and natures of which we camot ſearch out, 
or reach to. What Joy is this to underftand, thag all that, which we cannot 
underſtand in the nature of things, which is, as a thick darkneſs round abour 
us, is a glorious myſtery of Divine love? That all that every where, of every 
Creature, of every Providence of the Creator himſelf, in which ourSpirits are 
iwallowed up,and loſt is an abyſs of love, a great, and ſhining deep of Divine: 
love? 

He who thinketh, he knoweth any thing, ſaith St. Paul, knoweth nothing, @s 
he ought to know. How wile, how right, how pleaſant 1s this, to know, that we 
have a perfect, a right knowledge of ncthing, that all things may become 
wonders of love to us ; that the leſs we ſee, the more we may feel of a Di- 
vine pleaſure in the admirations, and raptures of Divine love tranſcending our 
higheſt faculties ; that where we cannot comprehend things, we may give up 
our ſelves to be comprehended by an incomprehenlible love ? 

The Body of the Sun cannot be ſeen, bur dazieth, and darkneth our fight, 
when we fix our Eyes upon it. The Stars are ſaid to be vaſt Bodies of Light, 
and Glory. Yet we ſee nothing of them, but little twinklings, and ſparks. 
The reaſon in. one 1s the exceſs of Light ; in the other the exceſs of Height.. 
Believe it ; all things round about us are Stars, and Suns of Divine love; love 
in Divine Forms of a tranſcendent magnitude, and luſtr-. But we fee them 
generally in a dusky, and ſhadowy Appearance, like the Sky at a great diſt- 
ance ; or at beſt as little ſparks, and twinklings of love. Our ſight taileth by 
reaſon of the greatneſs of the Glory, and its height above us. 

I come now from the ſecond to the third part of the Pſalm. 

2. Part. The works of love. All the works of Godare works of love. The 
works of God, and of love are of three ſorts; works of Nature ; works of Grace ; 
works of Glory. | | 

1. Works of Nature. Theſeare ſuramed up m the Principal, and Univerſal 
parts, which comprehend all the reſt, v. 5. 6, 7, 8, 9, The Heaven, the 
Earth, the Day, the Night, the Sun, the 1doon, the Stars are mentioned. Fo 
every one of theſe diſtin&ly is annexed that cloſe, and Crown of love ; for His: 
Mercy endureth for ever ; or his love is Eternal. The. 
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'The whole frame of things is a Creation of love. All the Creatures are fo 
many Forms, and Shapes, which love putteth on to appear to us in, to con- 
verle, to ſport itſelf with|us. If it take to itſelf the Glory of a King an the 
diſcovery ot itſelf by the light of the day : it takerh to itſelf a greater Glory, 
and aftordeth a greater pleaſure by ſurmounting all our Powers, and being 
incomprehenſible, when irhiderth itſelf in the darkneſs of the Night. 

Love is the Center of the Earth : beneath, on which the whole Creation 
reſteth and moveth. Love is the Circle of Heaven above, which encompaſleth 
all. 

It is Divine love, which rideth upon the Circuit of the Heavens, 
of all the Heavenly # Spirts , and Heavenly Bodies , ruling all 
things by its blefled, and ſweet influences from thence. lt is Divine love,which 
ſowerth itſelf, as a Sced in eyery duſt of the Earth,to ſpring up from thence in- 
ro a Divine Form and Fruit. 'The- Sun is a Figure of Eternal love ſhining 
forth with its naked Beauties in their full Glory. In the Moon we ſee love 
ſhadowed, and coming torth with its Night-dreſs torule, and enlighten every 
night, the blackeſt, the moſt, tempeſtuous, 'The Stars are "hong, vs Eyes of 
Love!ooking forth upon us,watching over us, attraCting our Spirits, and draw- 
ing them up to Heaven, to the Fountain of love. They are ſo many ſparks of 
love flying torth from the Heart of God, and glowing continually round about 
us to warm, and melt our Hearts. 

Can we now keep dark, blind, cold, unkind, unclean, dead hearts in our 
Boſoms in the midſt of a Creation of love, where ſo many Eyes of love ſhine 
ſo ſweerly upon us, ſo many ſparks of love lie glowing round about us, fo 
many Seeds of love are ſown in our Earth, ſo many influences of love are con- 
tinually falling from the Heavens on every fide. 

The heat of the Sun warmeth ſtone-walls, quicknerh ſlime toa living Crea- 
rure. You that have hearts of ſtone in your Boſoms, lay them open to the 
Beams of hizlove,they will be warmed with a Heaven!y heat,they will live the | 
life of Angels, of God. | 

The ork of Providence is to be annexed tothe Creation among the works 
of Nature. The work: of Providence is painted out to us in the Nation of 
the Jes, as ina Figure from the tenth werſe to the twenty third, as the Sou! 
tormeth, animatetrh, and inhabiteth the Body ; as the Soul is all in the whole 
Body, and all in every part of it : ſo is Eternal love the Spring, the Life, 
the Sweetneſs,the Bzauty reſiding in the whole work of Providence,and reſting 
entire'y on each | ne, each motion of ir. Every particular in each verſe is ſer 
oft with this love, as the ground, the glory, and the relliſh of all : For bi; 
Mevcy endureth for ever : or, his love 1s Eternal. | 

As a Silkworm ipinnetn a ſoft, and ſhining piece of work out of its Bowels, , 
in the midſt of which iric'f liveth, and dyerh to live again with Wings, and * 
multiply irlelf : fois the whole piece of Nature, and Providence a rich, and 


delicate 
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delicate contexture of the tendereſt Love, Eternal Love ſpinneth it ont of its 
own Bowels, liveth with us, and dyeth for us in the midſt of It, 'Then it rl- 
ſeth again with Wings of Spirituality, and Glory. In this Divine Form at 
cometh again to generate a Divine Seed to itſelf, | | 

A Painter, who is drawing a Beautiful Perſon, keepeth his Eye ever upon 
the Life. Whether he lay dark or bright Colours, whether he miake Shade, 
or Light, crooked lines,ſtraight or circular: ſtill he is ated by that Idea of 
Beauty, which he taketh into his Spirit by his Eye from the Life itſelf ; ſtill 
he 1s Dn that lovely Face in every ſtroke, and colour. Thus Divine Love 
in the whole Age of the World,in the life of a particular Saint, in the gene- 
ral Afﬀtairs of the Church ſometimes maketh a Land of <£gypr, ſometimes a 
Paſſage out of it ; here a red Sea, there a way thorow 1t 3 now a Wilder- 
neſs, then a Land of Canaan. But 1n all theſe it ever hath its Eye upon that 
Divine Glory, which Eternal Love bringeth forth to uſelf, within itſelf, as its 
own Eſſential Form and Image. "This Glory, this Life-Image of Love, is 
thar, which itis forming in every eZgypr, Sea, Wilderneſs, and Canaan, 

The Heathen repreſented the Nature of this thing by Venus,the Mother of 
Love ; the Seeds, and Lite ſpringing by a Cupid, Love 'the Child of this Mo- 
ther, Gen. 1. >. Ir 1s ſaid that the Spirit of God moved upon the Waters, 
The Paraphraſe upon thar Scripture maketh it to be an alluſion to a Dove, 
which is the Bird of love litting upon her Eggs, and hatching her young ones. 


| The Holy Spirit is often in Scriptures repreſented by a Dove. Eternal Love is 


of a Truth, that Almighty Spirit, which at firſt fate upon the whole Crea- 
tion to form it, and moveth upon it thoraw all times to cheriſh, and govern ir. 
Leve is the Mother of all above. All things are the Off-ſpring of Love, a 
Race of Seminal, and Springing Loves. Mercy, Love runneth along with 
the whole, with each particular of the whole thorow the length of Eternity 
i*felf, "This is ſtill the Burthen of the Song : For bis Mercy endareth for ever, 
2. The Works of Grace. "Theſe are the ſecond ſort of Divine Works; and 
theſe alſo are the Works of Love. | 
Theſe are divided into ihree Ranks. 
1.The conſtant abode of the Soul in the Heart of God.Whe rememibred i 19 ur 
I7y eſtate.v.2.3. Thou, O broken Heart! Art {inking by ignorance, by unbe- 
liet,by thy fall from God, thou art ſinking ſtill deeper into the Darkneſs, and 
Filth of this World, and thy Lufts. Still thou finkeſt into the Power, and 
Horrours of the Devil. Now thou fayeſt ; theLord hath forgotten me, he hath 
calc me oft tor ever. Yet he remembreth thee in thy low eſtate. Still thou art 
in his Thoughts, thou art in his Heart, as a Pillar in the Temple of the Di- 
vine Nature, which 1s Love, never to go forth- Thy Perſon is ever before 
him with a Sweet . and deep Impreſſion upon his Spirit never to be raſed our. 
Wh bath done this ? It 1s Eternal Love, This is the Tight of the Divine 
Mind, which continually preſenteth thee to it in the dreG of its own Beauties. 
Uu Ths 
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This is the feet force of the Divine Will, which 'holdeth thee faſt in ſelf, 
which beareth thee in its Arms thorow all conditions, and will not let thee go 


for ever. This is the Reaſon, why He remembreth thee in thy low eſtate : For | 3 


his Mercy endureth for ever. | 

2. The bringing us back mto the Boſom of God. This is the ſecond Rank in 
the Works of Grace. And hath redeemed us from our Enemies : For his Mercy 
endureth for ever; V. 24. . 

It is Eternal Love in the Boſom. of the Father, which hath ſenr Feſus 
Chriſt .forth from thence for us, and to us ; that he may be our Sacrifice, 
our Ranſom, and our Redeemer, 


It is Eternal Love in the Perſon of Chriſt, which cometh down from Hea- * s 


yen to make itſelf a Sacrifice for us to the Juſtice, and Wrath of God. 

It is Erernal Love in the Perſon of our 7:/zz59, which deſcendeth upon the 
Earth, as a Field of Blood to undertake the Fight with the Powers of Dark- 
neſs, that he may reskue us, and redeem 1s-trom all our Enemies on Earth, and 
in Hell. bn 

It is Eternal Love inthe Perſon ©: F:jus Chrift, that giveth itſelf a Price 
for us, that one Pearl, in. which H: ven, and Earth, with-all the treaſures of 
the Creature, and Creator. lic ro purchaſe us to it(elf, i 

Ir is Eternal Love in the Perſon of our Heavenly Bridegroom,that giveth it- 
felf to us, to cloath us, to form us,to act us,to be aCrown of Divine Glory upon 
us; to be aFountain of allSpiritual Lovelinefs,Life,Grace,Purity,and Joys in the 


midſt of us. Thus it redeemeth us from our Captivity, and Shame. Thus it \ 


maketh usa Bride fit for itfelf coming forth ready trim'd out of the Heaven 
of ts own Embraces. | 
. The nouriſhing of us in the Boſom of God. This Work of Grace cometh 

In Io third Rank: Who giveth food to all, Fleſh : For His Mercy endureth for 
ever. Mark, how: theſe anſwer one another : Mercy;. Food: All Fleſh ; For 
eVer. 1 
Eternal Love is bothy the Feeder, and the Food. If God give Food; If 
everlaſting Mercy, Eternal Love in the Divine Nature, and Form give Food: 
This is Food indeed, not the Flood of a Shadow, or a lie. My Fleſh is Meat 
indeed, my Blood is Drink indeed ; (ith our Lord Fe/rs. The Lord ſpeaketh 
not this of his Humane Nature. For of this he faith in another place : The 
Fleſh profiteth not : but the Spirit quickneth, It 1s Eternal. Love, which 1 the 
Fleſh of Chriſt, the ſtrength, and ſubſtance of the Divine Nature. It is Eter- 
nal Love, which is the Blood of Chriſt, the Life 2nd Sweetnefs of the Di- 
vine Nature. 'This is that Meat indeed, and Drin. deed, which: Love giveth 
for Food to all Fleſhin its Boſom tonourith it to Eternal Life. 

I have paſſed thoryw the /econd Sort of Dz. 'n* Jorks, the Works of Grace. 


3. Works of Gloyy.' O give thanks unto the God of Heaven: Fer. bus Mercy | 
endureth for ever. V.\ 26. and laſt. "I'he Plalm begun with Goodneſs, as 1s 
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ground of Love, v. I. It cloſeth irs Muſick with Heaven, as the Crown of 
Love. The natural Heavens, the Heavens of the firſt Creation are not inten» 
ded here, Theſe were mentioned in the body of the Song, and paſs away. 
Theſe are the laſt and higheſt Heavens ; the Heavens of Glory : the high and 
holy-places of Eternity. Theſe Heavens are all made of Love. All the pre- 
cious, and incorruptible Subſtance ; all the unexpreflible, and pure Sweet- 
neſſes ; All the Divine and unfading Beautjes of theſe Heavens are Eternal 
Love. All the Praiſes given to God, as he appeareth in theſe Heavens with 
all his Saints, and Angels ; all his Joys, and Glories round about him, are at- 
tributed to Eternal Love, the Root, the Flower, the Fruit, the only reaſon, 
and relliſh of all. O give thanks to the God of Heaven : For his Mercy endu- 
reth for ever : For his Love is Eternal. The midſt of Solomons Chariot i®paved,. 
or flameth with Love, Cant. 3. The Center of Heaven isa Love-hre. All 
the Spirits, and Spiritual Glories of it are Immortal flamesof Divine Love. 

2. Argum.Love 4s the end of all Things with God.T'his is the ſecond Argue 
ment to prove Love to be the proper Name of God, and full expreſſion of 
the Divine Nature. Love appeareth to be the /aft end of all things :hree 2vays. 
1, All the Works of God end m Love. 2. All the Attributes, and Exeellencies 
of God ſerve his Love. 3, God reſteth in his Love. | 

1. All the Works of God end m Love. Pal. 145. wv. y. His tender Mer- 
cies are over all his Works. The word Mercies cometh from the Belly ; the in- 
ward parts ; the Womb. It fGgnifieth the very heart- of Love, where it firſt 
liveth, and never dieth. where it lyeth warmeſt, and hath the ſtrongeſt pulſe. 


._ dt {igniheth Love in its Center, and Fountain, where its operations are tende» 


reſt, iivelieſt, and higheſt. It ſignifieth that the deareſt of all Loves, the love 
of a Mother to the Child of her Womb. This Lowe is over all th: Works of 
God. Over in Hebrew hath alſo the ſenſe of Abcve. It is the end alone, 


*which is over\all, and above all. In theſe two reſpects Love appearethi to be 


the end of all the Works of God. 

I. Love is over all the Works of God. As a Bird fpreadeth itſelf over its 
Neſt to hatch, and cheriſh its young ones : So the end ſpreadeth itſelf over 
all the means, and ways to it. "The end faſhioneth, and formeth them. Tl e 
end directeth and moverh them. The end putteth a Beauty upon them, and a 
pleaſantneſs into them. The end terminateth,and perfeRteth them in itſelf. Thus 
Dtvine Love, as the Heavenly Dove, maketh the whole compals of thingsits 
Neſt, and fitteth upon it. Love giveth Being, Form, Motion, Light, Lite, 
Lovelinefs, Perfection toall the Works of God. Love is the conſumwatior, 
and Ctown of all. Thus love is the laſt end. 

2. Love is above all the Works of God. Nothing can be above all beſides 
theend of all. The end of all boundeth all things and confincth them, Every 
thing, which hath an end is finite. The end itſelf is inhnite, becauſe it hath 
nothing above 1t to give bounds to it, nothing beyond it to terminzte ar d 

uUuz C01.- 


*, 


[332] 


confine it. Divine Love /is the end of all good, the meaſure of all good, an © 
infinite good. For the love of God is above all the Works of God. O the * 
tranſcendent Sweetnels, Suitableneſs, Goodneſs of Divine Love! When you 3 
have extracted all thar is ſweet, all that is agreeable, all that is good out of 2 
every Creature, every Divine Work ; the Love of God 1s ſweeter, and bet- 


ter than all this. Yea, there is in this Love a ſweetneſs, which ſo much excel. 
leth; which is ſo quite of another kind;that by all this you can take no meaſure 
of ir, you can makeno conjecture of it. For all this is finite, and that is in- 
finite. Now it isa firm and ſure Rule : there is no proportion between a fi- 


nite,and an infinite Being.You muſt taſt thisLove itſelf zo know how precious | 


it is. All the delights here, when they are higheſt, trueſt, and pureſt are 
dreams only of this Love. Awake, O Soul, and dreſs thy (elf to be a Bride to 
this Love. Stir up all thoſe infinite deſires, which are ſown in thee to meer; 
embrace, and take in the infinite excellency, the inhinite Sweetneſs of this 
Love. . 

2. All the Attributes, and Excellencies of God ſerve his Love, This pro- 
veth Love to be the end of all. We read thus, Ephef. 1. 5, 6. Who hath pre- 
deftinated us to the adoption of Sons by Feſus Chriſt in himſelf according to the 
good pleaſure of his will to the praiſe of the Glory of his Grace. Grace 1s Love 
with theſe three Graces adorning it, Freedom, Sweetnels, Fulneſs. See if this 
Love be not God himſelf, to which the Praiſe and Glory is given, Can this 
be any other, than God in his laſt, and naked Appearance, the end of all, to 
which the Praiſe, and Glory of all is aſcribed? Behold, with what Pomp Di- 
vine Loveis brought in,. A long order of Divine Glories go before it. Love 
followeth them, as King, and God. 1. The Counſels of God in Eternity 
comprehended in the head of them all predeſtination ; Who hath predeſtinated 
#5. 2. The Adoption, the Sonſhip, all the Sons of God. 9g. Feſus Chriſt him- 
felf, the brightneſs of the Glory of God, by whom all the worlds Viſtble, In- 
viſible ; of Nature, Grace,and Glory are made ; in whom all the Fulneſs of 
the God-Head dwelleth Bodily. 4. The Will of God, which is the unſear- 
chable Treaſure of all Sweerne, Goodneſs, Power, and Joy ; the Seed, and 
Fruit of all Deſires thorow Earth, and Heaven. Yea the good pleaſure of his 
Will, which the Will of God, like the Sun ſhining in its ſtrength, or a full 
Sea. All theſe in their Order ſerve to the Praiſe of the Glory of Divine 
Love. Who hath predeſtinated us to the Adoption of Sonſhip by Teſus Chriſt in 
Himſelf according to the good pleaſure of his Will, to the Praiſe of the Glory of 
his Grace. All the moſt Spiritual, and higheſt Images of God in his Sons ; 
all the moſt beaurifu], pureſt, and ſweeteſt Idea's of Eternity within himſelf ; 
Jeſus Chriſt the Supream Image, 'y Unwwerſal Idea, which comprehendeth 
them all, and furmounteth them all, giye up all their Glories- to Love, as 
Stars do their light ro the Sun. Love 1s the firſt, and the laſt, the moſt high 
Father, and end of all, This 1s that laſt opemng of the God-Head, in which 
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all other lights of Nature, Grace and Glory termirate, as un their proper, and 
beatifical end. | 

Let us apply this two ways. Let it be a Caution, a —_— to us. 

1. A Caution. Take heed of provoking the Love of God to Jealouſy. 
The greateſt Sea rageth with the higheſt,and molt dreadtul Waves in a T'em- 
peſt, when rhe Wind's upon it. The Jealouly ot this Love is the rage of a 
God in the greatneſs of his Power, Glory, and Majeſty, at thehe'ght of his 
God-Head. For this Love is God in the full and final Glory of his Divine Na- 
ture, after which we are to expect no other, no further Diſcovery. 

There are 2290 things, of which the love of God is moſt Jealous, its Glory, 


and its Bride. =” 
1. Loveis moſt jealous of its Slory. 'The Glory of Divine Love confiſteth 


* in its Purity, itsSpirituality, its Heavenlinefs. It is a pure Spirit, the firſt and 
! pureſt of all Spirits. It is itſelf the higheſt Heaven, the Heaven of Heavens, 


If you impute to this Love any thing impure, fti<jhly, or earthly 3 1c you 
make this Love, a pretence to the fleſh, and to tilth, you ſtain its Glory, You 
pur it to open ſhame, you blow up its jealouſy to a flame, which wul burn to 
the nethermoſt Hel]. 

2. The Love of God is moſt jealous of its Bride. Thy Soul, O Man, is the 
Daughter, the Siſter, the Bride to this Love. "Take heed of diſhonouring 
the Marriage-bed of Divine Love in thy Soul, and defiling its Spoue, If thou 
pollute thy ſelf with any fleſhly luſt, with any worldly love, with any Idol 
without thee, or within thee : this moſt high, and holy Love will be an ever- 
laſting flame, and a devouring fire burning npon thee, until it have burnt up, 
and conſumed eyery Idol of thine Eyes, or Heart, every Luſt, every other 
Love. 

2, A quickning. Dire& the Eye of your Spirits thorow all things, thorow 
all the Attributes, and Excellencies of God to his Love. Terminate your de- 
fires by all Divine ACtings, and Diſcoveries beyond them all upon the Love of 
God. For this is the end of all ; this is God. | 

Divine Love is the great, and rich Diamond of the Divine Nature.: All 
other operations, and excellencies of the Divine Nature are the Sparklings, 
the Luſtre,the Water of this Diamond. Let all the Sparklings, and Streams 
of ſweer light from this precious Stone draw your Eyes, and Hearts to the 
Diamond itſelf, ry the naked Boſom of Love. There is the abundance of 
Glory. There you ſhall milk forth the Divine Life, Delights, and Glory in a- 
bundance, 

As the Wood was of old laid upon the Altar, and the Sacrifice upon the 
Wodd in order to the deſcent of tire from Heaven, which turning the Wood, 
and the Sacrifice into one flame with itſelf, returned thither from whence ir 
came : ſo let your life, and religion bea continual Sacrifice to Erernal Love. 

Let the Lord Jeſus be thine Altar, which is Love riſing up out of the m_ 
| Ay 
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Lay all Dutiez, Graces, T'raths, Spiritual Diſcoveries, as Wood upon this Al. 
rar. Bring thy Soul, thy Heart, thy whole Perſon for the Sacrifice. Now wait, 
look upward, pray for\Love, as the pure flame of the God-Head to come 
down, to change all, to unite all unto itſe}f in one Love, and fo aſcend again | 
with all unto its own place above the Heavens. 


I have ſhewed in general, how the Divine Attributes all ſerve Love, as their ® 
end. 1 will explain it yet more by three inſtances of the three chief excellen- 7 


ciesin the Divine Nature. Wiſdom, Power, Righteouſneſs. 


t. Inſtance, The Wiſdom of God ſerweth his Love. According to the riche; I 


| 


of his grace, in which he hath abounded towards us in all Wiſdom, and Prudence. * 
As a plentiful Spring by the abundance of its Waters maketh a bed, and 7 
channel to itſelf, in which it runsalong : fois.the Divine Wiſdom a manifold, 


and deep channel, which the full Spring of free Grace, of Eternal Love ma- 


keth to irſelf by the force of its endleſs ſtreams, as they flow thorow all 
things, and play with themſelves in various courſes, and forms, until they 
meet again in the Scaof © Love, the Boſom of God. Divine Wiſdom 1s the 


richneſs of Divine Love ſpreading itſelf intoan infinite variety ; ſporting it- ; 
ſe:f with itſelf in all diverſity of Forms, and Shapes ; thorow innumerable 7 


Changes, innumerable Windings, and Turnings bringing forth itſelf into a 
molt raviſhing Harmony of all Divine Beauties, and Joys. Divine Wiſdom 


is Love forming itſelf into rich defigns, moſt beautiful contrivances, full of 


unexpected, and fſurprizing turns, full of depths paſt the ſearch of every crea- 
ted Eye : that in the cloſe it may diſplay its bletſed Treafures more fully ; 
that it may raiſe, and enlarge every Spirit to take in its Joys. Thus the riche 
of Grace have abopnded towards us in all Wiſdom and Prudence, 

The Wiſdom of God is the Divine art of Love. The Divine Pruderce, 
and Providence 1s the Net of Love to catch Hearts, and Souls in, ſpread tho- 
row the Sea of the Creation. + 

O blefled Fiſher of Souls, D'vine Love ! O bleſſed Net of love, the Di- 
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vine Wiſdom, and Providence! Thrice-blefſed Souls, that are caught in this | | 


Net, by this Fiſher ! "Theſe are taken only to be removed out of the Salt, and 
rroubled Sea of this World, into the ſweet, clear, and calm Sea of Love. 


But wretched are thoſe ”— wholike Carps ina Pond fink themfelves | 


down dcep into the mud'o 
Divine net of Love, | 

The Wiidom of God is the Mulick of Love, by which it charmeth Spi- 
its, to attract them to itſelf, ro compoſe them unto a Heavenly Harmony of 
Peace, and Purity. Thoſe are indeed Adders, the Seed of the Serpent, who 
love nor the ſound of this Muſick, who ſtop their Ears, that they may not 
hear this Charmer the Divine Love, though he charm with ſo much skill. 

2. Inſtance. The Power of God ſerveth his Love, Row. 1. 16. I am not 
aſhamed rf the Goſpel of Chriſt : for it is the Power of God unto every one that 


belieweth 


fleſhy and flethly luſts, that they may efcape this 
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believeth. "The Goſpel is the Minſtry of -Grace, or Love, The Divine Pow- 
er then aCting in the Goſpel is the Miniſter, and Servant of Love. 

This will appear more by laying together three Scriptures in the Canricles, 
which opening one another will fend forth a ſweet light of Divine Grace ſhi- 
ning in them, Pay ; 

I. Scrip. Cant. 5. 10. It isfaid of the Lord Feſas; He is the Chief amceg 


= thouſand. The Hebrew word for Chief is Standard-bearer. I humbly con- 
| ceive, that we are not to underſtand here the Perſon, that beareth the Stan- 


dard, or Banner, whoever 1s inferiour to many Perſons in the Army; but the 
Prince, whoſe the Standard, or Banger 1s, which is carried, unto which all the 
Army is gathered together, and under which it moveth. 'The ſenſe ſcemerh 
to be the ſame with that; Foſhu.. 1. Feſus Chrift appeared in the form of a 
man with a drawn Sword in his hand. Being asked by Foſhua, who he was,he 
anſwered : The Captain of the Lord's Hoſts. | 

2. Scrip. Can. 6. 10. "The Spouſe of Chriff, which is the Church in gene- 
ra], and every believing Soul in particular 15 deſcribed ro be 3 Terrible, as an 
Army with Banners. This relateth to the Army, and Banners mentioned be- 
fore ; Cant. 5. 10. Pſal. 34. 7.. we read , that the Angel of the Lerd 
pircheth his Camp round about thoſe that fear the Lord. It is in the Original 
Tongue;theAngel Zehovah.TheLord Feſus isGod withGod theFather above all 
Angeis, and Men. He is God ſetting up his Pavilion in the midft of the holy 
Angels. He is God ſetting up his Pavilion with Men in the midſt of their 
Spirits. "T'his is the Captain of the Lords Hoſts, the Prince of Glory, who as - 
a great Prince at the head of an Army placeth things deareſt to him,his Trea- - 
ſure, his Princeſs in the midſt of the Army, as in a place of Strength and 
Honour. 

J- Scrip. Cant. 2..4. The King brought me into his Banquetting Houſe, and 
his Banner over me was Love. You will fay now';. what hath Love, or a Ban- 
quetting Houſe to do witha Banner of War ? You ſhall now ſee, how theſe 
Scriptures come home to my end, and declare the Power of God to be the 
Servant, and the Soldier of his Love. 

The proper intent of a Banner is to bear the Cauſe of the War wronght 
upon it, either by Image, or Inſcription, or both. Iris frequenr, when the War 
isended, for the Conquerors wn the rooms, in which they feaſt for joy of the . 
Vidtory, to have hanging over their Heads the Banners, under which they ate 
fought. Theſe are Tropheys, marks of the Victory, and Ornaments of the 
Triumph. Silken flags at ſolemn Shows, at, publick Feaſts, at Funerals are 
Imitations, and Images ot this. 

If a King make a War for his Bride, or Love,he may very wc!l have Love 
in a rich Figure, and in Golden Zeiiors diſplayed upon his Banners. Neither 
can any thing be more pertinent, when he returneth home, and feaſteth -: 
publickly with hs Queen,than to have thele Bauncrs with” Love zalſcribea upon 
them. 
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them in golden Letters, and\figured upon them in glorious Images waving 
over theirHeads to encreaſe their Joys by this Declaration ; Love was thar,for 
which the King fought; Love was the force, by which he conquered ; Love 
isthe end of the Victory, the Joy, and Crown of the Feaſt, 

I know you prevent me in your thoughts, you, who love the Lord eſws, 
by applying this to your Prince, your Beloved, and his Love, his Bride, your 
own Souls. 

1 ſhall brig down all to. my purpoſe, and to your practice in the exerciſe of 
choſe Principal, and Triumphant Graces, Faith, Love, Heavenly Joy by three 
Concluſtons, or Spiritual Maxims. , | 

I. Conclu. All the Armies of God, all the Powers of the God-Head, the 
innumerable Companies of holy Angels, and bleſſed Spirits, all the Hoſts of 
Hetven, and Earth with their Captain the Lord Jeſus at the head of them 
move, and fight in their courſes under the Banner of Loye. "Thy Perſon in a 
glorious Image of all Divine Beauties is figured upon the Banner, as this Eter- 
nal Princes Love. Love tothee is wrought upon the Banner in Characters of 
Glory. This is the Cauſe of all motionsin Heaven, and Earth. 'T'o this Ban- 
ner all Powers every where re{>rt, unto this they are united, under this they 
march, and. hghr. 

2.. Conclu. The Lord Feſus, as Captain of the Lord's Hoſts, with all his 
Heavenly Armies, his ten thouſands of Angels, his Chariots of fire, and Hors 
{:s of tire confanually encompaſieth thee, marcheth, encamperh round abour 
t]:ce, as his chitfeſt Treaſure, his Love, with Banners of Love ſpred, and 
diſplaid over thee ; onevery {ide of thee round about. Every ſtep thou takeſt 
in thy way to Heaven is in :1ic midſt of theſe Warrtours. All Divine Powers 
continually circle thee in. Tic Inviſible, and Invincivle Hoſts oft God under 
thc conduct of thy Beloved Feſus are thy perperual Guara, and Convoy. In 
the midit of theſe thou walke{t, fitteſt, and lyeſt down ; thou wakeſt, and 
fleepeſt, P/a!. 91. 11. The Angels have a charge of thee from their Prince, 
and rhy Bridegroom, that rhey Keep thee in all thy ways, that they bear thee 
in their hands, lect at any time thou ſtrike thy foct againſt a ſtone ;, that thou 

never ſtumble. The Angel: of God are thy Chariots of War: thy Chariots 
of Srate, thy-Chariots of Leve, thy Chariots tor Travel,in which thou jour- 
nielt thorow this Wilderneſs to thy Kingdom, the Kingdom of Love and 
Cory. All th's they are in one. They:make thy way thy Palace in the midit 
of thy Kingdom tor Strength, for Glory, for Delights, for Reſt in thy Love. 
"They bear thee up above in the light of Life, in the Life of Divine Love. 
"Fhis is the way high, and lifted up above all the Powers of Darknels, and 
Death, in which they carry thee along. that thou mayſt never ſtrike thy 
foot againſt any ſtone/bf offence, againit any hard and hurtful Form of 
Darkneſs, Enmity,or Death. Thy Feſus,the Boſum of thy Beloved is this'way, 
2. Cenclu, "The Banners of Love, which are ſpred over thee in thy 
Mar» 
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marches here, the ſame hang ſtreaming over thy head to Eternity;; and.over 
the Head of thy King, as thou fitteſt at the Feaſt with-him in; Heaven, The 
Fights about, thee here, are the Trophies, .and Triumphs at the Feaſthere. 
The fame Love is figured on. all, which makerh all precious Stones, -and; Jews : 
els in thy Marriage-Crown, and Crown.of Glory, to ſhine there, and;adorn it 
for ever. | "3 

Uſe. The Uſe, which we make of this is to ſee the difterence between... the 
two ſtates of a Saint, and a Sinner ; a Believer, and him, who:betieveth not. 

I. See the bleſſedneſs of a Believer. Heb. 1. 2, eſs Chriſt is ſaid-to be 
the Brightneſs of the Glory of God, that is of Love ; the exprels* Inage- of the 
Subſtance, or Ferſon of God, that is, of Lowe. For Ged as Lowe..v: Gs 
When God bringeth his Son again, that is, after his Reſurrection, in. .bs Spiri- 
tual, and Heavenly Appearance, mnto the werld ; be ſaith: Let all the Angels of 
Ged worſhip hinr. He hath made all his Miniſters Spirits, and vis £fingels aflame 
of Fire. This concerncth thce O Believer, and is ſpoken of thee. 4+ 4 

O tte bleflednefs of that Soul, which indeed receiveth Jeſus. Chrift, and his 
Love by Faith, if only thou didſt know thine ewn kappineſs! God hath 
brought his Sen-in his ſecond Appearance, in bis;Spirit, into. thine, Heart. He 
is in thee the brightneſs of the Glory of Love, that is, of the Divine Nature 
ſhining in the nnidſt of thee, "This 1s that Eternal Sun, from which ail bleſſed 
Spirits continually drink in the Light, Influences, Joys of Life, and Immor=- 
tality. He is in thee the expreſs Image of Love, which 1s the Subſtance, und; 
Perſon of God. 'This ſetteth itſelf, thorow him, as a Seal upon thine Hearty 
Now the Power of God 15a Seryant to his Love in thee. Now God faith ; 
Let all the Angels of God , worſhip, bow Jdown;to, ſerve my Love in this 
Soul. God himſelf maketh his Angels Flumes of Love cnfold.ng thee, pene- 
trating thy Body, and Spirit, ſhining within thee, round about thee continu» 


_ ally in the darkeft night. He miketh his Angels Neniſtring Spirits to thee. 


Spirits of Glory Miniſter Love to thee aſter an Inviſible manner in, all viſible, 
Things. Every moment oz time,. cyery C:rcumſtance, or Accident in timeg 
are the Wings of Angels, a Charict of Angels, carrying thee aboye. the 
ſnares of Death below into Heaven. This is thy Purtion, who believeſt- uy 
the Lord Jeſus and his Love. \ EIFS: 

2, Seethe miſery of Unbelievers. How wretched art thou, who believeſt 
not, who ſayelt to the Love of God, and the 'T'ydings of it from Heaven : 
Depart from me, I have no pleaſure in you. TE” 

Thoſe Powers of Darkneſs, that are ever ready to raiſe up Leviathan. 
from his Stormy deep below, curſe thee. . All evil Spirits are Flames of Wrath: 
burning within thee, burning from without upon thee alwaies, in the midſt 
of thy Jollities, at thy Feaſts, on thy Beds of pleaſure. Evil Spirits are ever. 
Miniftring Wrath to thee after an Inviſible manner thorow all Viſible. Things. 
Devils are thy Chariots. Theſe wrap thee up in a thick Cloud, in the back: 
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neſs of Darkneſs, and hurry thee to Hell. O be not unbelievers, but believe, . | 
chat you may inherit the Land of Love, and dwell.it it for ever, Love invi- 
reth;'woorth you to believe, that is, to receive itſelf into your Hearts, Love 
will bring its own entertainment, and make the Feaſt for itſelf ; if you for 
your pirrs will but take it in, as 4 gueſt, __ 

3- Inſtance. The Righteouſneſs of God ſerveth his Love. Rom. 5.1. Grace 
relgneth by Righteouſne/s unto Eternal Life thorow TFeſus Chriſt our Lord. Grace 
is Love in its Fountain, Love upon the "Throne. Love-1s brought in here by * 
the Apoſtle under the name of Grace; as : King: Eternal Life, Heaven is the * 
Kingdom of Love. Jeſus Chriſt is the chief Miniſter of State to this great |? 
King. God is Love fitting upon the Throne. "The Lord Jefus is the ſame, ſu- 
pream Love deſcending}, trom the "Throne to be the Univerſal Servant, and 
General Officer throughout all this Kingdom of Love. Righteoulneſs is the 
Scepter of the King. Thy Scepter 4s a Sceprer of Righteouſneſs, P/al. 4,5. Love 
reigneth by Righteouſneſs unto Eternal Lf thorow Teſs Chriſt our Lord. 

There are three Ways, in which the Righteouſneſs of God ſerveth his 
Love. \ 

tr. Righteouſneſs is the Royal-Garment, and the Wedding-Garment for 
Loveitſelf, and its Bride on the, Coronation, and the Wedding day, which are 
both one, theday of the Spirit, the day of Grace, the day of Eternity. The 
Bridegroom himſelf is ſaid to be fairer than the Sons of Men, in my Text ; 
Pſal. 45. 2. He is cloathed with the Righteouſneſs of God, which is the 
Comelineſs, the Beauty of Holineſs, or the Holy, the Pure, the unſtained, un- 
mixt Beauty of the Divine Nature. Two things make Beauty ; Features ; 
_ Colotirs. The Features in the Face of the God-Head are the variety of all 
Excellencies in a Harmony. The Colours are the Glory ſhining-in all theſe. 
This is the Righteouſneſs of God. Teſs Chriſt hath both theſe. He is the 
expreſs Image of the Perſon of God. There are the Divine Features. He is. 
the brightneſs of the Glory of God. There are the Divine Colours, and Luftre. 
Both theſe make up the Garment of Righteouſneſs, which is the Divine Love- 
neſs of Love himſelf, In this he appeareth fairer, than the Sons of Men on 
Kis Marriage-Day in the day of the Goſpel. For Behold ! He cometh forth in 
the Righteouſnefs of God. | Wo 

This alfo is the Garment, with which Love cloatheth, and adorneth his 
Spoilſe, the Believing Soul to make her fairer, than all the Daughters of Men, 
than all the Daughters of Hieruſalern, than all Angelical Beauttes. The Queen 
is id'to. be brought.to the King, all Glorious within, in Garments of beaten 

fd, Garments of Needle-work : Pſal. 4.5. The Glory quite thorow, the 

1 Gold, the Needle-work. is all comprehended in the Righteouſneſs of 
Gdd, He was made Sts for us, that we might be made the. Righteouſneſs of God 
in,bim. 2 Cor's. 2.1. "This is the Garment, with which Divine Love ador- 
aeth his'Quety to thake her fir for his Throne, and his Embraces. This Gar- 


ment 
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fornuty from the molt loathed Souls. Wes a: Tincturer 
ivethin a moment Youth, Immortality, a Joys nels quite 
Eſſence, a Subſtantial, Eflential loyelinels, alove nel relemb! 
ring that of love himſelf, of God. This is the beaten Gold, all 
A learned Interpreter teacheth us, that the Nee le-w rk 1n 
nifieth properly Oes wrought 7n Gold, like ſo many uns.. : 
ment, How rich, how Beautiful .is that Garment of Righteo 
which the Lord Feſ#s decketh the Soul of every Saint, nw g $3 PÞ 
th the Eye of God, and dazleth the Eyes of Angels! ft 1s {er all 
Golden Oes of an Ecernal Glory, with Inviſible, and Erergal Suns, 
led Face, the entire Perſon of the Lord Jeſus ſer in eyery Parts and | 
from every point of it. This is the fir/# Service of the Divine Righteoulngſs 
to the Divine Love, to make ir(elf, and Bride, the Beloved. Soul. Ir iniely, 
Unchangeably Lovely, and Pleaſanr one to another, 'This is,the Righreowſneſs 
of our "7uſtification. | | | S909 
2. Eternal love ſoweth the Righteouſneſs of Gad, as a Divine, » Spiral 
; c 
er 
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Seed in our Hearts. This Seed changeth the ground into jits own Nature. 
draweth the vertue and ſtrength of it to itſelf. It groweth up in jt, tope 
with it toa Tree, which is an entire Paradiſe in itſelt. 'The body of this} ree 
is the Lord Jeſus in the Power, Glory, Fulneſs of his Spirit, 'The Branches 
are all the Spirits of God,of Angels, and Saints ſpread thorow all times, and 
things. All moral Excellencies, all the PW Le PerfeCtions of the Diyine 
Image inthe firſt, and univerſal frame of Nature are. the leaves of this Tree, 
which here never fade. All Divine Righteouſne, all Evangelical Perfeftions, 
and Spiritual Graces are the Fruit, which is, fitted for every Scaſqn, and eyet 
* ripe in jts.Seaſon. Qn this Fruit loye itſelf, wihi h 18. God, the Son of Jon Fe 
ſus Chrif, all the Angels of loye, the Soul; herlelffeed, are refreſhed, ang, rai- 
ſed to a Divine Joy. "This is he, Righteouſneſs gf our Sanfification. * 
3 The Righteouſneſs of Gad is the. Scepter,in the Hapd of Love, þ, 
ruleth oll things. As Moſes commandedall the Elements, the Air, the 
the Earth by Reetching forth the Rod in his hand: fo the Love of ga 
ethall things every where by the Scepter of 28 Fagrte tek. The: ] 
mony and Motigns of the Divine Righteouſneſs from "he hand of Dine 
Loveare felt, and obeyed. by all chings ;tothe,,urmoſt cad of. rhe Crearign. 
Rightropſneſs is, the Muſick of; Divine Loxe,..þy; which all things are char- 
med. 


Uſe. See the diſtin{tion between the libprty, of Spiritual Love, and the licene 
riouſneſs of, Fleſhly Laſs. | Ja + : 
1. Divine Love is free, but Divinely fair, and pure: ,St., Temes callerh. the 
Goſpel, wh;ch.is rhe Miniſtery of Love frqm Heayen ;,, the perfect oo of 
| xk 7: 


6 


| [ 349] 
"Liberty's andin another place, the Royal Law. Love is free, but itis-perfeQt. 
yes FR Libert : but & isa Law 0 Auſe in its Liberty. Love is a King: 
but it reigneth in Righteouſneſs. It is itſelf, both King and Law to itſelf, Love, 
faith St. Paul, is the fulfilling of the whole Law. Jef Chriſt (aid to Fohn. the 
Baptiſt ; It behoveth me to fulfil all Righteouſneſs. This is the anguage of Hea- 
. venly Love in every Holy Heart : Ir behoveth me to fulfil all Righteouſneſs. 
Loveis an obligation of Righteouſneſs to itfelf, Righteouſneſs is the decency, 


the comlineſs of Love. Love is the Divine Unity, and Righteouſneſs the Hea- | 
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venly Harmony, in which this Unity of Love diftuſeth itſelf thorow all things, F* 


True liberty is only found in Harmony. All Bondage ariſeth from Diſcord, Þ? 
- Which hath its Root in Contrariety, and Enmity. Righteouſneſs is the Har- 7 
| mony, and Beauty of -Love. 


Ir is the liberty of rhe Sun to ſhine; of a Tree to flouriſh with Leaves, 
Flowers, and Fruits. Righteouſneſs g the liberty, the Sun-ſhine, the Beauty, 
and fruitfulneſs of Divine Love. 


As the Sun by its light : ſo the love of God by its Spiritual Beauty, which 


is Holineſs, attrateth Spirits rout; maketh them in love with it ; maketh 
.them-lovely by Aſſimilation, making them like itfelf ; filleth them with all 
delights: maketh.them fruitful with all Beautiful, and Divine Births of Grace, 

_ and Glory. a 
Love and Righteouſneſs are, as the Father and the Son in the Bleſſed Trini- 
ty. Love bringeth forth Righteouſheſs, as its proper brightneſs, its lovely 


Lght, its effential Image, the expreſs Image of its Subſtance, and all its Sweer- © 


neſſes, or vertues. As the Father is at liberty only in the Son, his own Image ; 
asthe Son is no whereat liberty, but in the Boſom of rhe Father, his own 
* Principle, and Original ſo is love no where truly free, but where it ſpringeth 

up, and flouriſheth in the Fraits.of Righteouſneſs. Righteouſneſs iz then only 
Free, Kindly, Evangelical, and Divine, when it ſpringeth from the Womb of 
love, lyeth in the Boſom of love, hangeth ar the Breaſts of that love, which is 
God ; of God, as he is in his own Eternal Form of love. 

He that hath the Son, hath the Father alſo. He that hath the Father, hath 
tbe Son: ſaith St. Fobn. Let us not be-deceived. He that worketh Righteouſ: 
neſs, hath the love of God in him ; and he that hath the love: of God, hath 
alſo the Righteouſneſs of God. Love is the fulfilling of the Law, of every 


Law ; Natural, Moral, Evangelical ; of the Letter, and of- the Spirit. Love | 


doth nothing uncomely ;  oftendeth: no Principle, Humane, or Divine ; of 

Senſe, Reaſon, or Grace. Thus Divine Love is free,but Divinely fair and pure. 
2. So is not Luſt. The Luſt of the Fleſh is licentious, without Law;Light, 

Harmony, Order. All Diſorder, Deformity, Shame, Bondage, Anguiſh, and 
Death are there, where Luſt is. Can there be 

__ anthe midſt of Confuſion, and Contrarieties ? | 


Every Luſt maketh thy Spirit.a narrow, and deep Pit of Darkneſs, and 


Horrour. 


any Freedom, Beauty, or Peace 
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| [ 347 |: 
Horrour.: Thou lyeſt funk to the 'bottom of 'it inthe midſt 'of loathfong 
Toads, and poyſonous wet twining about all'thy parts, crawling' upon 
thy naked Boſom, and naked Hearr. | 1:91 55 161 OL a06ee Shiv Bo 
. Caſt out every fleſh Luſt. A Luft is the ſpawn 'of the Devil; If thou 


| ſuffer it tolie inthy Soul, innumerable Devils will ſpring up out of it, and 


make thee a Hell in thy ſelf, a Habitation of Devils. The Devil was a Beau- 
tiful, and Blefſed Angel, until Luſt came. Luſt made him a Devil. Luſt is the 
Nature, and Eſſence of the DeyilJt:maketh thee the Child of the Devil. - - 

' 4 Take in, cheriſh the Love of God in thirie Heart. Pray for, wait for, 


7. receive gladly the Bleffed Sower, the Lord Feſus, 'when he cometh forth to 


ſow the Seed of Love in thy Soul. Cheriſh it, when it is ſown. Give itdepth 
of Earth; let it take root deepenough in thee.Suffer no cares of this world to 
choak it. Love is the Seed of God in thee : The Image of God with all the 
Graces, and Joysof it; the Divine'Nature with all its Purities, Powers, and 
Perfection; God himſelf wilt grow'up out of it to dwell . and walk in thee 
to fill thee with the preſence of his Glory; to make thy Spirit, and Perſon ano- 
ther Heaven to him. The God-Head of God ; the Guilding, Sweetning, and 
warming of Heaven ; the life of Eternity is Love. 

I have now ſhewen, how all the Attributes of God ſerve his Love, in;genera?, 
and in three particular Inſtances of the Wiſdom, Power, Righteouſneſs of God. 
This is the Second Proof, that Lowe is the end-of- all. 

3- God refteth in his Love; Fhis 1s the third Proof, that Lowe-is the end of 
all. Zephan. 3.. 17. He will rejoyce over thee with ſinging; be will reſt in his 
Love. Like the Joy of Harveſt, when the Countryman bringeth in the laſt 
ſhocks of ripe Corn out of the Field with Songs and Garlands ; becauſe - this 
is theendof all his labours for the whole year : ſo God rejoyceth, when 
.his Love is come to the ripe Corn in the Ear, when it is cut off from its Earth- 
ly ſtalk, when in the full declaration of it, in- the riches. of its Glory, in the 
Simplicity, and Spirituality of -irs Divine Nature, it is brought home into his 
Boſom again, for this is the end of all the Circuir of his labours. thorow the 
whole Creation. This is his Noah ; his reſt. © + | 

No man reſterh, till he come to his laſt end. The Love of God is: his laſt 
end. For he reſteth in his love. All motion tendeth to, and endeth in reſt. 
All the. Motions, Works, and Ways of God: tend to, and end.in Loye. For 
this 1s his reſt. | | 

God in all other Appearances, and Forms of. things is 2#n tranſitu, pailing 
thorow them, as a way-fairing man, till he cometh to-the full expreſſion of his 
Love. 'This is his Mount Son, his reſting place for ever. Upon this. Mount of 
Love God caſteth off every diſguiſe, layethrafide. every vail. Here God is ſeen 
naked, in the ſimplicity, and brightneſs of his own Beautiful Perſon. - Love is 
the Chryſtal Glaſs of the Divine Eſſence in its own light, and purity. Here 
all the Saiuts ſee God,rhemſelves, all things in their Eternal Forms of Divine 
| | NIE e:TE love- 
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'[&velinels with. gibeatifical viſion, Here ime js no more, The payſtery of ! 
' God, which bompſteey of Love s. made. perfect, ;s hniſhed-gnd ended.” © 
A wiſe man, (© far as lieth in his Power, makerh all his deſires, and defigns, ® 
all his works, all chings within his Sphear to.meer in his.eng ; that his rat Z 
his end may ;be ſweet and full. God js infinitely Wiſe, and Almighty. All 
bis Counſels, and Contrivances; all.his Works, and Ways in Heaven above, "Sg 
on:theEarth below ; all his, Attributes, and PerfeRtions ; all things, that ever $5 
were, meet in his Lye , as,in their end, So.he refteth in his Love, His Soul, "Ft 
and all-thatzs within him is well-pleaſed jn his Love. His Joy is full. He lieth 7 
down wpan:the Bed of 'love with the. perfeQion of all contentment ; with yo 
the-firecteft and higheſt Camplacency of jall thoſe infinite Powers in him. Low 
as an-end everyway proportioned to; him. For it is himſelf. God is Love. 7 
;UJe.1:How happy athing were it, if Men were like to God in this, to hay. #4 
their reſt in love'? This would bea Heaven upon, Earth, What ,a D:vineCalq. 3 
;hould we be continually in ? Divine Love would be a Bed of reſt tous, while: 2 
-the Storms only made Myfick to the Heavenly,Dances of things round abou + 
us. .O:the-blefled; and noknown force of this Wine of; Heaven, Eternal Love, 
where it 15 drunk deeply, down, into any Squl by large draughts ! 2 
Beware of the Corruption of Love, 'The Corruption of the beſt thing #© 
Pproduceth the worlt of all things. Lailt, js the Corruption of Love. Bewar * 
of rhe Contrarieries to Love. , All.Pafkipns .are Cantrarieties to Love. Ther 
Cam be no'Peace, noReſt,no Gomfart; of Love, while our Laſts, and Paſſion'® 


] 
( 
1 
2 


-prevail. \Seck God,:ſeek-rheReſt, and 4 oa .the Lord.in his Love. B - boli 


he pivethibis|Belowed 1 It.i3 Divine Love alone, which fingeth us into; 
-Divine-fleep of '{weeteſt reſt, anddelight in its own Arms,in the mid(t of. even #3 
Tempeſt of 'Sickneſs, Sorrows, or 'Death. P 
I have faniſhed the ſecond. Argument. for the confirmation, and explication 0 7 
the deſcripsion of Love-taken-from St. Fobn ; that God zs Love ; in as much z F 
[Love iv the end of all. -: 
3- Argur. The Unity.of | God.is the higheſt, , and pureſt Jowe. This 1s the*, 
third Argument to ſhew, that Ged#s Love that the firſt and Supream Love 7 
the moſt high God-over-all Bleſſed for -ever. The higheſt, pureſt, and.md* 
Spiritual Union of all thingsin the hagheſt, pureſt, and moſt Spiritual Form; 
-n one Eternal Spirit ; this.1s-the.Lave ; this is God. A 
I will unfold to you this ſweet, and glorious Unity, which is the Divine N # 
'8we; and which is Divine. Love by:thtce Principles of. our.. common Orthod? 
Drowmy-rightly- founded cupon:the{ Scriptures, 4 
1. PrinGod beholdeth- All-things in himſelf. He goeth;not-forth out of hin Þ 
felt to-converſe with any Things Hereceiveth-not any Impreſſion from thing? 
wihouthimlelf Row. 1 1. 2:25: 36. #20 hath been hisCounſellour ? or, 2pho hat? 
-grven to-the Lord firſt that be:ſhould repay him ?God; is Simple, ever Pertc. 3 
41neompounded, He ſeeth. all things in: the. Glaſs of his own ,Eflence H e !3 
"Himlelf Allto himfelFhis own Center, and Circumference. 2. Pn 
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Z +. Prove, Bury thing which God feeth im bimſelf, he ſeeth as himſelf. All 
2 Fortis of lags, a ron. Frere itr God, er ab with the Form of 
I God. Farms, 1. 5. every good, and ferfe® Gift cometh from above, from the 
2 Father of Lights,with 3yhomt there is nd v4riablentſs; nor ſhadow of Ti urning. Al 
Y 2ppearafites of things iri the Father of Lights,the Sun of Etertiity,are Lighty, 
"food, and Perfet Lights, tot Beams, but fo many entire Suns; Springs, and 
*FSexs of Light, the Light of Life, and Love in the Bofom of that Sun, the Fa- 
*Zrher of them All. For thete is no Variableneſs in God, although there be 
IV ariety.God is the Same in every feaſon,and Appearance without any Shadow 
Zof Turning. 27 
# 2. Pri God, a3 he feeth all things in himſelf, m one Divine Form with bim- 
- TGif cotrprehenderh them unchangeably in the cloſeſt, and ſweeteſ® Embraces, con- 
 Bwerſerh with them Eternally m the higheſt degree of all matual Suitableneſs, 
ESweetheſs, Satiefaftiom and Delight. Pythagoras faid ; Friendſhip, the beft 
ZKindof Love on Earth was One Soul in ſeveral Bodies, as in ſo many Images, 
"Zand Reflections of itſelf, Such is God, fach is Love, One Incomprehenlible 
Spirit multiplying itfUf into Innumerable Repreſentarions, and Refletions of 
| F tnay contemplate itſelf, poſſeſs irfelf, delight it Self Infmitely 


=:rfalf ; that 
\ for the Divine Form compleat m every One, endleſly for the Variety ever 
, New. | 
1 Z This is the ſacred, Unfearchable Uniry of the Divine Majeſty, Thus this 
Unity is the moſt Sacred, #nd Supreme Love. 
* Left. Now you may pethaps fay within your felves, fome one of you : 'This 
; Love, of which you ſpeak, is the Love of God within himfelf, the Love of God 
1 T1 himſelf. What is atl this Love to me? | 
7 Anfw. My anſwers to this Queſtion. 'fhall be ſo many Applications of this- 
1 ruth, a> 
* Z. Uſe. 1, All this Love isnothing to thee, who ſeparateſt thy ſelf from the 
Dtvine Uniry by fin: Nour Sins ſeparate between me, and you ; faith the Lord by 
1, the mouth of his holy Prophet. You have.accounted your ſelves unworchy 
\2þf Spiritual Loves, in that you have divided your ſelves from the Unity, the 
Heavenly Body, and Spirit of the Lord Feſzs. You ſtand in the ſtrength of 
"Four own Spirits, and walk after your own Imaginations ; Principles, and. 
Am: ges, which you have forttid out and choſen to your felves ro ſtand in the 
Power, and walk in 'the Light of them. Matth. 2.3. 37. Teſus Chriſt mourn- 
2#// over Jeruſalem in theſe words \O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, who ſftoneft the Pro- 
Bets, and Billift thoſe that ave fer unto thee ; how often would I have gathered 
BFbee,as a Hen gathertth her thicktms ander ber Wings ? But ye would not. There- 
re now ſhall thy bout be ft unto thee deſolate. T ſay unto you ; Ve ſhall ſee me no 
ore, Watil ye ſhall (ay; Bleſſed is he, that comethin the name of the Lord, 
3 Vretched 'S*52!,* who atr lil in thy Sins, hear thy Saviour after this man- 
Fr mourning over. thee with tears of blood falling from thoſe Wounds which 
3 Love 
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Love in-him, Sin, and Unbelief in thee have made; with Words of Pity, and 
tender Compaſſions falling from his Lips: O wretched, wretched Soul, which 
by fin woundeſt that Unity of DivineLoye; which firſt ſent thee forth. from its 
Bleſſed Womb ; which by, Unbelick, . continually ' killeſt in thy Self that Unity 
of the Eternal Spirit, which -ſpnngeth: up in thee,; which ſendeth forth ſweet 
glances, maketh ſtrong Impreſſions of itſelf upon thee, to draw thee into its 


Bleſſed Boſom, O ſintul, O Unbelieving ſoul, how: often within thee, without 3 
thee, in thoughts of thine Heart, in touches upon thy affections, in the mi- 


niſtery of my Word, in the works of my, Providence have [ ſpread over thee 
the Shadowing wings of the Divine Unity, the wings of Divine Love,of the 
Heavenly dove, mySpirit ? How. often would I have gathered thee under theſe 
wings ; to have lien ſafe from eyery Bird of Prey, eyery Evil, and Unclean 
Spirit; to have lien warm under that Divine Heat,which would have cheriſhed 
the Divine Life in thee with all theGraces and Joys of it. But thou wouldeft 
not Therefore is thy Spirit, and Perſon left to thee deſolate, without Spiritual 
Life, Spiritual Comfort, Spiritual Company ; which all as Plants of Immorta- 
lity grow, and flouriſh together in ela, of the Eternal Spirit, as in their 
Root. But, poor, forlorn Squl, when thou ſhalt ſee thy Saviour come again, 1n 
his Spirit, into thy Spirit z;then ſhalt thou fall down at his feet, fly into his 
Arms,and ſay ; Bleſſed 1s my” Jeſus coming in the Heavenly Evidence of. the 
Divine Unity, which is the Supream Love, that ſubdueth all things to itſelf. 
Now I bcheve. This Unity, this Love is the Ground and Root of Faith. 

Uſe. 2. All this Love is nothing to thee, who liveſt in the enmity of the 
Serpent, Thou haſt no lot, nor portion in that Divine Unity, which is the 
Fountain of Love, who-liveſt in Wrath, Malice, and a bitter Zeal. The 
Spouſe of Chriſt, the Soul, on which he hath ſet his Love, 1s a Dove, hath 

 Hony and Milk under her Tongue. Divine Love, Heavenly Peace, and Joy 

are a Fountain of Milk, and Hony in her Heart. Gentle Language, Words of 
 Meckneſs, Healing, Peace-making works are ſtreams of Milk, and Hony under 
her "Tongue flowing-from the Fountain of Divine Love in her heart. 

We read in the Book of Fob; that the Wicked Man ſhall never ſee the 
Land of Brooks, of Fountains, and of Rivers of Waters : but the Serpent ſhall 
kite him ; Theſe expreſſions ſeem to allude to the Land of Canaan, and the 
fiery Serpents in the Wilderneſs; which ary. themſelves were Types of the 
Paradiſe of Love 11 the Divine. Unity, and the Enmity of the old Serpent in 
tke Wilderneſs of Sin. 

As thou likeſt not to retain Love in thine Heart, language, and life ; but art 
a fiery, biting Serpent by,deadly hate, bitter Speeches, works of wrath and 
malice formed in Hell : fothou ſhalt never ſce the pleafant Land flowing with 
Brooks, with Fountains, and Rivers'of Love. The-crooked Serpent ſhall wrap 


thee up in his curſed folds, to draw thee into his hideous Den, there bite, and 1 


dcyour thice. | | 
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[ 345 | 
'Uſe 3. Believe. So ſhall all this Love be thine, in thee, and to thee, I ſhall 

make good this to thee by 3 Arguments, which are ſo many Motives, to per- 

{wade thee to believe, to ſtand faſt in the Faith, to grow. in Faith. . 

1. Argum. Believe, and by believing thou ſhalt be tranſplanted into the 
Divine Unity. He, that is joyned unto the Lord, is One Sp rit. 1. Corin. G. 17. 
Faith, which joyneth us to Chriſt, by his Approach to 'us, by our Reception 
of him, and Acherence to him, ingrafteth us into the Unity of the Eternal Spit 
11t, 
The Unity of God is a Golden Chain, which faſtned to the Throne of 
the Divine Effence above all Heavens, lettreth it{elf down to the lowelt parts 
of the Earth by ſeveral rich, and curious Links, that Ir may diaw us up ro 
itſelf, The firſt and Higheſt [ink of this Golden chain is the Union of the 
ever-bleſſed Perſons in the moſt Holy Trinity in One, Glorious, and Incom- 
prehenſible Eſſence. | * 

The ſecond Link in this Myſtical Chain is the Union of the Divine, and 
Humane Nature in One Divine, and Heavenly Perſon by the Incarnation of 
our Lord Feſzs. | | 

The Third is the Myſterious Union of 'T'wo Perſons, a Saint, and his Sz- 
viour in One Spirit by Regeneration rhorow Faith. While thou beiteveſt, 
the Divine Unity by theſe degrees, like the Steps of Gold to Solomon's Throne 
of Gold, deſcendeth into thee, that thou mayſt aſcend ro. that :hy the ſame 
Steps. By believing thou art One with Gad in the Fountain of the, Divine 
Nature. The Father himſelf, the Fountain of 7rael, is 'now thy, Fountain ard 
thy Father, . Believe, a"d thou halt be One with God in his Son, His Image, 
His Glory. God giveth His Son for thee, that thou mayſt belicve. God giv- 
eth his Son to thee in Believing. Believe, - and thou ſhalt be One with God 
in his Spirit. Belzeving yereceived the Spirit of Promiſe ; faith 5t Paul Epheſ. 1, 
The Spirit is the Great Promiſe. The Spirit 1s All the Promiſesin a Knor, 
living, and flouriſhing upon the Roor- of eternity, like the Sun with his 
Beams. "The Spirit is the Unity Unyailed. Fefzrs Chrif? in his Fleſh is the Sun 
of the Divine Nature, under a Cloud. Feſws in his Spirit 15 the ſame Sun ſhi- 
ning outclear, and ſhedding abroad ail his Glorious Bcams, whichare all 
the Great, and Precious Promiſes in their Accomplnhmenr. | 

If thou believe, whoever, how vile, how deep in fin, how black ſoever 
thou art with Guilr, thou art now One with God in his Righteouſneſs. Chriſt 
is made Sin for thee, that thou mayſt be madethe Rio hrecuſneſs of God mm him; 
according to St Pau). If thou believeſt, thou art One with God in his Reſt, 
he, that believeth, entreth into Reſt, as God allo reſted : Hebr 4... | 

Finally believe, and thou ſhalt be Once, as tne Farber, and Chriſt are One. 
Feſus Chriſt prayeth not onely for his Apoſtles; bur for ail, thar ſhall belicve 
on him thorow their word. He rmaketh. this Peririon cxprelily, for them ro 
his Father : That they may bc One, as we are Onz. John 17. 22, If 120 lie to- 
y gether, 
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gether, they ſhall be warm;ſanhSofomon in Eccleſiaſtes. What warmth of Divine * 
Life, Love, Joy, and Pleaſure is there, where theſe Three, the Father, Chjiſt ® 
and a Believer ly together wrapt up in One? Sce how Faith placeth the Soul ® 
in the warm Boſom, upon the Golden Throne of the Divine Unity together 
with Feſus Chriſt. This Divine Unity in Chrift is become now thy Center, ® 
and thy Circle, O Believing Soul ; thy Center, out of which and in which ® 
thou doeſt at once both riſe, and reſt ; thy Circle, unto which thou enlargeſt * 
thy (elf, with which thou art encompaſſed. L 
£4. Perhaps ſome ſouls axe fo far touched with the Sweer ſenſe of this |! 
Blefled Unity, that rhey ſay within themſelves; We ſee indeed a glorious Reſt 7 
and Joy,in being implanted into the Unity of the EternalSpirit by Believing : Þ 
B::t what ſhall we do that we may believe, and be ſet in this Root of Eternity? 7 
Anſ. This Root of Eternity, this Glorious Unity eternally comprehendeth 
and holdeth thee. Look then up to this Unity, fix thine Eye unmoveably 
upon it, as thy firſt Principle and -Habitation. So wait, until by a Virtue | 7 
coming down from thence, thou apprehend by fauth this Heavenly Unity of : 
the Spirit, in which thou art comprehended. "IN 
Arg. 2. Believe, and thou ſhalt partake of the Divine Love, by being ©: 
planted into this Divine Unuy. The Unity, in which the Sons of God dwell | 
together, as Brethren, is compared by the Pſalmiiſt to the holy Oyntment * 
which was poured forth upon the Head of the High Prieſt, and ran down to -: 
the skirts of his Garment. Thus by Faith the Unity of God in Chriſt poureth = 
forth it ſelf as a rich Oyntment of Divine Love, which fpreadeth ufelf in 7 
its precious Subſtance and Sweetneſs over thy whole Perſon to the loweſt bor- 
der of thy Garment, [Thus art thou anointed to bea King and Prieſt to God © 
the Father together with the Lord Feſus.When this Unity openeth uſelf upon 
thee to the Eye of thyFaith,and raketh thee into itſelf ; then ſhalt rhou ſee thy = 
ſelf, and be raviſhed to ſee thy' ſelf in the midſt of all the Loves of God and 3 
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embraced moſt cloſely by them all. I 

t. In this Unity the Eye of Faith diſcovereth to thee El#ing Love, Now 
thou relliſheth the SweetneſF,now thou receiveſt upon thy Spirit the Seal of | 
Elecing Love, which was before the World was, and then had thee with it | % 
in its Bofom. Now thou ſeeſt by the Light of the Glory of this Unity ſhi- 2 
ning upon the Eye of thy Faith the Father in the Height of Eternity looking 3 
upon thee in One Lovelineſs, loving thee with One Love together with him- 3 
ſelf in the Beautiful, and Blefſed Perſon of his Son. E 

2, Faith ſheweth the Fuſftifying Lowe in this Unity. What peace, what Joy © 
is there in this Sight, when a poor Believer taken out of the Dungeon where | 7 
he lay in chains of guilt, and filth, a Prifoner to the Wrath of God, ſeeth. |? 
himſelf fet in the Court of the great King before his Throne, acceptable, and * 
amiable in the Beloved One ? Thou now appeareſt waſhed in the fame pre- * 
cioas Blood. of God. "Thou, ſhineſt in the ſame Beauty, and Righteouſneſs of 3 


[347] 


7} Godt together with ear Chriff, Yea, he is thy Lovelinefs, who is Height 
7 and'SealedSum of «ll Lovelineſs;; of all Loves. For thou art made accepp 
7 rable in the Beloved 'One'; Eph. 1. v. Thou art not only Righteous, but 
3 Righteouſneſs irſelf ; the Righteouſnels of God. 'Thy Perſon's a Sold Glory,a 
' #7 Tranſparent Glory, a Pure, unmixt Glory of Divine Righteouſneſs. For thou 
27 art the Righteouſneſs of God i bim. Faith maketh thee Oe Spirie with h.m, 


"3 who is the Brightneſs of the Glory of God, | 
3 A}. Believing thou meereſtin this Unity with-the San##ifjing Love: of God. 
| 7 That Sced of God, which is One, fowethitſelf in thy Soul, and ſpringeth up 
_ 27 into the Fruits of Holineſs, and Immortality. Now fay to thy Soul upon a 
* good account: Return unto thy Reſt, O my Soul: The Lord hath dealt boun- 
tifully with thee. The Goods of Heaven, and Erernity are ſure' to thee. For 
this Seed of All Good, of Grace, and Glory, which is now ſown in'thee, will 
grow up by day, or by night, whether thouſleep, or wake rhoughthou know 


> not, how it grow. RE. 

YZ 4. The Believing Soul ſeeth, and ſinelleth'the Heavenly Flower of Com- 
Cs ſorting Love living, and flouriſhin gin this Root of Erernity, the Divine Unity: 
' 2 The Spirit himſelf, whofe Unity is the Bantl'of all Peace, and' Joys, is now 


7 with thee, and in thee, a Comforter, the Fountain of all- Living Comforts. 
2 _ F. Beltieve, and Faith will ſer'ih thine: Eye this:Glofious Unity, as the 
> Crown of Glorifying Love. Feſus Chriff faith expreſly atnong his laſt Words, 
2 fobn, 17. 2%: That Glory, which thod'baft giver to me, I have given to them : 
. 2 rhat they muy be One, as 2e are One, This is the concluding,' and' crownin 
on Glory-; This is the'Glorifying Love, Love in'Gloty ; the Unity made Per- 
7 ft. The Father harh'given Glory to'Chrij = giving him the Being of his 
| 2 heavenly Perſon,which is the Gloty,and himfdF in'that Being a Glory,in that 
| > Glory. feſw: giveth theſameGlory to us, Himſelf, and-his Farher, to make us 
? One Glory with themfUves; that rhe Unity may, be the Glory, and'eacl in 
> rheſameSpirit may be's Unity of Gloties:O'! believe:Can any thing be' deſired 
- | ſweeter, fiirer, greater by) any Soul, than' tobe oneLove; one Glory with' 
2 Tefis Chrift,and his Father? Faith ptanterh thee into this'Love, intothis Unity; 


7 3. Argam. Faith by planting thee! int6the Uhity'of God bringeth thee 
7 into the Light of G6d. The Eye'of Faith ſeerti tHe Tritth of Things; as it is 
2 in Zeſus, and Feſus, as He is inthe Uhiry'of rhe Spitir. Epbeſ! 4.21. If 
7 je have beentanght' its Him, as the Truth ' is in Chriſt! Epheſ! 4 3, 4,'5. Keep 
27 the Unity of the Spirit int the Bund of Peast; Ont ody ; Ont” Spirit ,One' Lord. 
2 TheLighr'of Fatth, is the Liptit'of the Divine Unity; as the Light of Senf& 
2 35 the a omen; at4'Glory of theCorporeat Unity, which'is' One Stin. This 
2 Lightdiſcoverethrhe Fruch'of thiips3n the Secret© of the® moſt ſacred Unity, 


3 in the' Lord Teſus, as He is' Ore in the Uniry: of the*Spiriti How" different 
7 15 theAppearance' of things to Senffand ro Faith? What differentLights ſhine 
23 n as dabaaarotoedns of the Sp'rit?* In rhelatter- of theſe 
: yr wm 
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are ſeen all beautiful,and pleaſant things;all things inBeauty,Pleafantneſs,inHea- © 
venly, Immortal Forms.Aud this Sight alone is: the Truth. Believe,ſs ſhalt thou Z 
ſee thy ſelf in Chrift in One Glory. Thou ſhalt know, that this which thou 
now ſeeſt 15 the Truth, thy True Perſon, and Form. Now thou ſhalt cxp-our 7 
with Joy, and Wonder. ' Behold F am fair, I am altegether fair. It is eafie 


for menow to believe that I am myBeloved*s,and thatHzs deſire is toward me , © 


while T ſee my ſelf i this Glaſs of —_— Glorified Ferſon, in this Circle of Glory, © 
the Unity cf the Spirit. Believe ;, So ſhalt thou (ce all the Saints in One Glory '# 
with Chriſt, and ſhalt know, that this is the 'Truth of every Saint. Then ſhalt 2 
thou ſtretch forth thine arms to them, and ſay; How is my heart enlarged to- 7 
wards you! Ye are,as I amzall look like Princes, the Sons of the greatKing.My joey 


15 fulfilled in You all, Believe: For, when thou beveveſt, thou ſhalt ſee all N | 


the Works of God in a-Vifton of Truth and Glory. "Thou ſhalt ſee them in "x 
Chriſt, as Chriſt is One ih (he Unity of the Spirir. A!l thall appear to thee 7 
ke the Foynts,or white Circles of the Thighs of the Spou'e Cant. 7. 1. Fewels, | 
the Work of a curious ri ificer; 'MzNter-pieces of Divine Love they ſhall be all | 
to. thee, as the hands, and fingers of thy Beloved ; Rings of Gold with a pre- 
cious ſtone ſet in them $5 Circics of Divine Light, and Life ; figures of the Su- '# 
preme Unity, with that Glorious Unity itſelf ſer in them to enrich them, |? 
Believe. O what a Paradiſe in the third Heavens 1s a Believer caught up 
into, when firſt the Eye of Faith is opened in him ? Yea,as often, as it openeth | *F. 
i:[ſelf in him; He beholdeth all Forms of Things, as they are in. Truth, this Fi 
Truth, as it is in Chriſt, this Chriſt, as he is in the Unity of the Spirit. With 
what pleaſure like that of a ReſurreCtion from the Dead, when all things,that 
ever we converſed with, riſe together with us into the ſame Glory, doth a man 
now look round about .him, and ſay. O all ye Appearances of Things, that 1 
ever were, or are to be || Are theſe your Forms, your true Forms * Is this ſight of © ; 
you, which I have now mm the Divine wg only Truth? 3 
Then the Believing Soul ſtretcheth forth-her hands to them all, and cryeth 2 
| out with wonder; and delight : my Father, my Mother, my Husband, my * « 
Wife, my Brethren, my Siſters, my Children, all the delights of my Eyes ; 
all the Sweetneſs, and Joy of all Relations are ye all. TIS 
Uſe 4. You who are planted by Faith into the Divine Unity,  ſhew the 1 
Fruits of this blefſed Root in Purity and Love. A 
3. Let a Divine Purity ſhine in thy Life, O Chriſtian. The Unity of *1 


God is his Simplicity.” "The Simplicity. of God is his Purity. , "The Purity of 3 


the molt excellent things is their freedom from mixture. The-more they are 'J 


themſelves, the more they ſhine, the more-pure, and preciqus they are. | I 
Live, and walk m the. Unity of the Spirit, Galat, 5. 25. Behold: thy ſelf, 
and all things ; converſe withall, as they appear, as thou meeteſt them in thy 
walks in this circle of the Divine Unity. Sleep not the ſleep of Senſe, or * 
Fleſh, leſt thou be hurried in Dreams into the Land of Darkneſs, where the 
Light is Darkneſs, where there is ao Order, no Unity. | Awake 7 


( 349 | | 
3 Awake intothe:Light of this Bleſſed Unity. So thalt thou be ever with 
ZGod. So ſhalt be ever like God. ; _ LS. 
23 2. Be unmoveablein Love, ' God is Love, becauſe ' he converſeth” with all 
wy hings in the Light of his own Spirit alone, which 1s the Light of Lovel:nefs, 
FZand Love. Be thou a Child of God, a Child of this Light, and fo a Chiid of 
FL ove. Be a Prieſt of Divine Love. Be everlwithin in thine own Spirit, as a 
"2 emple of Holy Loves, filled with the Glory of that God, which1s Love. 
Know nothing anymore in any Appearance beſides that, which ſhewerh itſelf 
"Fo theein this Temple by the Light of this Glory. 

3 Objeet. Here an Objection comerh in our way, which may ariſe n every 
* nderſtanding agzinft ail this diſcourſe, which we have had concerning the 
'Þ'vine Unity, and Divine Love. Doth not God ſee: Sin, and hate Sinners ? 
"DOught not we to do fo ? : 
* An. Tanſwer afhirmatively ; the Divine Nature both in God, and in the 

hildren of God diſcovereth the deformity of Sin by a moſt clear Light ; 


and hateth it with a moſt perfect hatred. 
® [I ſhall confirm, and explain this Anſwer by four particular Anſwers: 
'Z 1. An. Sniz aprivation of Holineſs, which is the Beauty of Spirits, as 
Parkneſ is a privation of Light; and every Evil of ſome Good. Privations 
gre known only by their contrary habits. God, and all Holy Spirits ſee the 
vil and Uglueſs of Sin in the Light, and Glaſs of their own Heavenly pu» 
Tity. 13185 
| £ Anſ. Hatred is an intelleftual contrariety. 'The Unity and Love of the 


Divine Nature, in the King of Saints,and all his Holy Ones is efſentially - and 
formally in itſelf an irreconcilable oppoſition, an active contrariery toEnmiy, 
' "and Sin, as Light, Day, and Immortality are to Darkneſs, Night, and Death. 
' 2 3. Arſ. God ſeeth Sinin order to his Wrath. God ſeeth his Wrath in or- 
Jet to his Glory ; his Glory as the full objeCt of - his Love, order is the Chain, 
| and Band of Unity. Thus Ged beholdeth-all at once, as they lie comprehen- 
' * ded in the Unity of Eternal Light, and Love by their ſeveral Subordinations. 
; , God beholdethSin,as it is ſwallowed up into a flame of wrath ; the flame of 
- wrath, as it- is heightned.to a Light of Glory;the Light of Glory,as it ſhineth, 
> nd liveth in the Eye of his Love, the Fountain of all Lights, Life,and Joys. ; 
23 Loves the Eternal, and rich Root of all. Glory is the Tree,that ſpringech 
"Up out of this Root, the perfect, and full Image of- Love, in which it liveth, 
Gittuſeth, and delighteth itſelf within it(clf, | 
3 This Treeof Glory ſpreadeth- itſelf into many flouriſhing Branches,among 
*Fhich are Holineſs, Juſtice, Wrath againſt Sin. Wrath by the force of the 
Contrariety raiſeth up Sin, as a mark to ſhoot its burning Arrows, and caſt his 
'D-ry Darts at. Love thorow theſe Attributes letteth in Sin by the Law, that 
= may diſplay itſelf more fully in its War with its Enemy, in it Conqueſt, 
and Triumph over it; thatit may break forth, and riſeup thorow it more 
E power- 


, 
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/ Ugo 
erfully, purely, and ſweetly; like a flame going: up: to: Heavens fron 
em vile AF perteRly ſubdued to it, | 
The Unity of Gad is.now-the Glaſs of Love, in' which alone God ſeerh | 
Things; and. the Diamond, which he ſeeth fer, and. ſhining in every; Ringo 
Operative, or Permifhive Providences. ; | 
Sin appeareth to him/in the Glaſs of bis Wrath and Juſtice. Theſe they. 
eth themſelves to him by their: refleftions, and. Images m.the Glaſs of hy 
Glory. His Glory ſhineth forth from the Arms,and Boſom of his Love,which® 
15 the inmoſt Center, and outmoſt Circle of the Divine Unity. Here al \ 
things lie, here all things-preſent themſelves to God, as Myſteries of Divinity, 
and Lovein the Unity: of the Divine Nature. Pr 
God beholdeth with-a fulnefs of Joy his Love the refleftion of himſelf, 
his own Fountain, the Fountain of his blefled Unity, in which he lyeth Erer 33+ 
nally. bathing:hunſelf in \pure floods of Incomprehenſible Pleaſures; thi [i ( 
Love, this Unity, this Fountain he beholdeth in all hisGlory, His Glory 'is the! 
Obje& of his Eye in the Severity of his Juſtice, and Wrath. He' con-ZF., 
templateth. his. Juſtice, and., Wrath: alone in Sin. Thus: God ſeeth- every > 
where the Myſtery: of. his Divine Unity; as the-great and bright deep 7 
of. Eternity. He ſeeth every, where: the Seal; the exprefs Image of his Divine 7 
Unity, where all.the riches of his Glory, and Sweetneſſes of his Love utifoli 7, 
themſelves, and ſport; together, 16d 


So 

2 
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So 
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Thus, O Saint, learn to look upon every Sin. See it in this Glaſs of 'Truth, 


the, myſtery of, the Divine! Unity: See: tlits ſecrer- and: inviſible Jewel , the 3. 
myſtery'of the. Divine Unity; ſealed: upon it, ſealed up-in it; Thus ſhalt thoy 7 
ſce Sin ſo, as to;preſervethy- Purity, andthy Love: bothiin! one. Thou' ſhak 2: 
ſee Sin ſo, ,as to;beat onee a flame-of. Wrath: to. it, and? a-Light. of: Glory, #7 
flame.of Love.in thatflamo of | Wrath, comprehending both, Wrath+and Sin 2 
inthe Wrath. So ſhalt: thou ſee Sing blate, and dwell for ever ;with\God, who 7 
is the Beauty of Holineſs; and Love: | 
4; Anſ. God looketh\uporra Sinner, as upon a Priſon and a Grave, where 
the Truth, the Divine Seed, the-Light:and- Life of the Divine- Imaye-lyah 
detained, captivated, ſhim by, a Lie; . the-Prince! of: Life, and! Lightiby the | 7 
Powers of Darkneſs. His. Wrath and' Hatred -agamnt ' the Sinner / 1512:76al 'of 7 
Love.. He cometh forth with /Thunders, . Lightmngs; . Tempeſts'and Earth- 
quakes 1n.;his. Wrath te breakdown ithe Driſonswalls,to break open'the Grave, 
that, the Prince of Glory may come forth into; the Ligktos He; and the 7 
liberty.of the. Glory, of- a Som of God. | 4 
God, asa.Sun,. breaketh forth with power, and/in tis''Strenpth, to -diffolve 
by the. force. of. his Beams the-!Inchanement,.. and [Light ; thar' the' Sons- of: 
Light, and the Truth may be ſet free: | 2 
Thus God hateth Sinners; . thusd0. thou hate'them with a: perfe@Hatred; 7 
Zet thy fice. beino bitter zeal,, butizzcal of, Love: Let thy woundings be 
Divine, Anointings. | I have 7 
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I have hitherto paſſed tharow only one half of my diſcourſe -upon the 

Jeſcription of Spiritual Love by the ſupream Unity in the Divine Nature. 

I ſhall take my ground for the uther balf ; Galar. 3. 20. This ſhall be my 

nter for a time, from which my Motions ſhall ariſe, and whither they ſhall 

return toend there, 

The words.are theſe : Now 4 Mediatour .is not of one; but God 4: one. 

This Scripture hath a ſiveer, and clear depth of Love in it, but unfathomable, 

*ZThis depth is the Unity of God, wy 

Z Sr. Paul ftatethhere the moſt eſſential diflerence berween the Law, the 

bY Miniſtery of Wrath; and the Goſpel the Miniſtery of Love. One is eftabli- 

*Zledin the bands of a Medjatowr, in the other Godis one. The Love-union in 

=Zthe Goſpet is too near, too ſure, too ſweet to need, or admit a Mediator. 

Z The Fountain of all Eyangelical Grace, and Love is the Unity of God. 

3The Unity of the Spirit is the Hand of Peace between the Uncreated, and ali 
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v2 Created Spirits, Epheſ. 4- 6. Mi 

27 But we ſhall more clearly ſee the Riches Treafured upan this Scriprare, if 
we look upon it by the light of another Scriprare in the ſame Chapter ; v.16, 
} "2 Now the Promiſe was made to Abrabam, and bis Seed, be ſaith not to Seeds, as 
P "Zo many, but as to one. And to thy Seed, which is Chrifs. 

: 23 The Holy Apoſtle jn this Chapter maketh it his work to. prove, that Righ- 


'Zteouſneſs is not by the works of the Law ; but by Faithin Feſwus Chriſt accor- 
. Zing to the Goſpel. 
3 Goddeſcending into Chriſt, and taking up Chriſt into himſelf ; TeſasChrift 
*Z1n this fulneſs, and Glory of the God-Head entring into the Soul, and taking 
* the Soul into himſelf, by the free Revelation, and immediate Union of Faith : 
'* Thisis the Righteoufneſs of God, and of his Saints im the Goſpel. 
> One Argument, by which St. Paul. maintaineth Righteouſneſs to be of 
nt 2Grace, ani not by Works is laid down, w 15. the Covenant of Grace was 
0 Zlong. before the. Law. He confirmeth. that here 2. 16. The Promiſes were made 
2 to Abraham, and to. his Seed, &c.  _ 

> The Holy Ghoſt in this verſe eſtabliſheth the Heavenly Building of the 
k Goſpel upon three beautiful, and firm Pillars. | 
CZ 1. Pillar; The Golpel is a meer, ſimple, pure Promiſe. That, which was 
F 2 called 1n the verſe before, the Teftawent, or Covenant, is here exprefied by Pro- 
* "RX miſes. The Law is compounded of Preceprs, and Promiſes dependant upon 
2 _ Zthoſe Precepts, as condition of the Covenant to be performed mutually on 
3 both ſides ; of prohibitions and threatnings annexed. Burt, . as the Sun is a 
2 Body ſtreaming forth. freely by a knot of Beams. So is the Goſpel a knot of 
2 Promiſes, which are all Love in fo many clear, unmixr Beams ſhooting rhem- 
; 3 felves freely forth fromthe fulnefs,and force of Love alone inits Head-ſpring, 
. the heart of. God, 

Z Ob, But. you will ſay ; Are there nat Precepts ſercown ; Conditions im- 
poſed; 
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poſed ; Duties required ; high, and har] things to be performed in an Eyan- 
gelical State ? | > 

Anſ. lr: is moſt true. 'The Goſpel hath its Precepts, Conditions, Duties: 
and theſe all high, hard, raiſed to a pitch of  Spiritualiry, and Heavenline; 
beyond the reach and {ight of any natural Spirit. But theſe all depend upon 
the Promiſe, and not the Promiſe 01 them. All Evangelical Graces, and Dy. 
tics are Children of the Promiſe..." The Promiſe is, as the Hieruſalem aboye,® 
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-go2d ground, which he hath made, his Flowers, and Trees, which now flou. * 
xiſh, and make that barren Earth a rich, and pleaſant Garden. So God findeth_: 
thy Spirir, O Man, barren, and fandy, a Rock, No Spiritual Plant, no Truth,” 
-or Grace of the Goſpel can rake root, orlive here. But be not thou diſfcour-; 
ged by all this, by the hardneſs of thine Heart, the barrenneſs, and enmity of? 
thy Spirit tothe Heavenly Sced, which it killeth, as often, as itis ſown in it,” Þ 
Look to the Promiſes, God by theſe will bring in the Divine Nature.” With! 
this; as-a good, and Heavenly ground he will overlay, and enrich thy Spirit”? 
Now God wul plant every pleaſant "Truth, every Evangelical Grace: in thy: 
Spirit. Now they ſhall all proſper, they ſhall unfold their ſeveral Beauries,ſend? 
forth their ſweet ſmel!, and bring forth much fruit in thee. For this new? 
Earth of the Divine Nature ſhall ſend forth- its Fatneſs and Sweetneſs into: 
-them, and make them to grow. | E 
When a Prince goeth his progreſs, his Geſts are ſet down before he leaveth« 7 
& 5 Court ; which way,/and how tar he ſhall Travel every day ; where he ſhall? 
lodge at night. His Seryants with Furniture, and Proviſions from his Cour 7 
wait upon him all along. | erik E: 
A Promiſe is a Declaration, and Obligation of Divine Love, which-it mx © 
keth of itſelf, which it layeth upon "(el free, and immutable. 4 
W hoever thou art, thar heareſt this, beheve in the Promiſe : Believe freely, 3 
in a frce Promiſe. This Faith will make thee the Prince, of which I ſpeak, 2 
Thou art now a Prince come forth from Heaven to take thy Progreſs thorow 2 
this world, and ſe return home &6 Heaven again. All thy Gelſts by day, and 3 
>. | Ret 7 


: 
v 
P. - 


. 2 


1.8 


£5 
is 

£ £ 
$7 


Wat - 
i Goſpel ſtandeth, how God is one m the Covenant of Grace, and that high, 


[353] —— 

Reſts by night are ſet down Eternally in Heaven in the Book of Loye there, 
which is the Heart of God, and from thence in a Promiſe, which 1s Eternal 
Love, or the Heart of God tranſcribed, to be read by thee. The day of a 
Saint is the Light ſhining from the Face of God. The n'ght is the drawing 
in, and darkning of this Light. All thy motions by day wirh every Circum- 
ſtance, O Believer, O Heavenly Prince, are deſcribed cxaCtly 1n the draught 


| of Divine Love, the Promiſe. Thou goeſt, as it is written of thee there. 


"The Holy Angels, thine own Servants from thy Court in Heaven .attend 


*T thee in all thy way with Heavenly Proviſions, and Miniſter unto thee, as 13 
= appointed there. Thy reſting-place every Night 1s ordered in the Promiſe. 
22 The Blefled Angels go before thee. "They take up thy lodging tor thee. They 
7 make itready with Heavenly Furniture. They make thy Bed for thee. They 
2 area Guard round about thee for the fear of rhe night. All things are done, 
as was ſet down before in the Boſom of Eternal Love opened inthe Promiſe. 
2 Thus the Goſpel is All a Promiſe. 'The Promiſes are Love ſhining forth by 
2 its own Brightneſſes, and Beams. Loye 1s that name of God, which is an Qint- 
2 ment poured forth. Love is the Divine Nature freely flowing, and diffuſing 
v7 2 itſelf, like Live-Honey. Az a Bottom of Silk 1s unwound, and wrought our 
> into divers beautiful Figures in a Garment of Needle-work : ſuch is thy 
= Life, thy whole Story, O Saint, Divine Love ſpun forth from the glorious 
2 Heart of God, as Silk from the curious Worm, 15 wound up into a Bottom in 
"2 the Promiſe. This rich Bottom worketh our itſelf into all rhy motions, and 
=2 reſts, into all thy Changes, and Chances thorow thy whole courſe, as into {6 
2 many exact, and ſhining Figures of Eternal Glories. Thus Love maketh it- 
2 ſelf rheentire Hiſtory ot thy Life ; of that Hiſtory, and Life it mzketh for 


thee a Garment to wear in Heaven, becoming the Bride of the great King. 
. You may fee ſomething by my deſcription of this firſt Pillar, on which the 


+ Heavenly Unity the ſweet Spring of all the Grace, and love of the Covenant. 
w 


2 You will ſee this breaking forth more, like the day dawning by degrees upon 
2 you, as I ſhall ſer before you the other two Pillars of Evangelical Truth. : 


2. Pillar. The Promiſe of the Goſpel js to the Seed, and to that Seed, as to 


3 One. To Abraham, and to his Seed were the Promiſes made. He (aith rot, to 
3 Seeds, as to many ; but to his Seed, asto One. wv. 16. 


The Seal of the Promiſe upon the Seed is the Unity. God will not give 


& his Glory to another. The Love, and Grace of God in the Goſpel is his 
2 chief Glory. Theretore is Evangelical Love to the Evangelical Seed ; and 
7 rhat for the Unity fake. The Seed every where in the Father, in all the Off- 
4 ſpring is one with ufelf, Love, and Unity are ever inſeparable. The Strength 
2 and Sweetneſs of the Relation between the Father, and the Child is the Uni- 
3 ty. Love is at its height in a Father, bccauſe there is the Head of the Unity. 
7 The Unity here 15 the Spring of Love. From hence ics {ſtreams rea along into 


£2 % all 


_ 
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eI! relations with the ſweeter; and ſtronger force, as they are nearer to thi 
Spr.ng. God is Love. Ged is one, 7S 

3. Pillar. That one Secd, to which the Promiſes are made, is Chriſt. To Abra. © 
ham, and to his Seed : as to One ;, an1 that one, Chriſt. Iſaac was the Seed of 
Abraham. Tiaac ſrood only, as a Figure of the Lord Feſus. Iſaac fignificth 
Louzhier. The Lord Feſjrs is the. true Seed of Mirth and Joy, When he 
cometh to us by his Spirit, which 1s his proper, his eternal Preſence, and Ap. * 
pearar:ce; he bringerh back cur Captivity from the Powers of Sin, Sorrow, * 
and Death ; he hlieth our Mouths w:th laughrer ; he maketh' us, as thoſe tha Fe 
Dream ; he placeth usin the mi0lt of ſuch giorious Perfons, and Things, he 7 
cloatherh our Perſons with fo much Glory ; and all this by ſo cafy, ſo ſweet, {6 
ſudden, ſo univerſal, fo unexpected a change ; that it ſeemeth for the great. 
nel3 of the Glory more hke a Drezm, than Truth. 

But if Iſaac here typihe the $5n of God ; then doth Abraham ſand in the 
place of God the Father. The name ligniheth The high Father of a Multi £:- 
zude ; or, The Father of a high Multitude. 2 

God the Father maketh the Promiſes to himſelf, and ro his Son Chrift. Fe 
fas Chrif is the Sced, ro which the Promiſes are made, and the Promiſed Seed, 
rhe Pear] in the Casket|of every Promiſe. Thus God is one in the Goſpel; 
the Gracious Maker of the P:omife ; the Rich Matter of: the Promiſe ; the 
Glorious Heir of the Promiſe, This Unity is the Love of the Goſpel, in # 
which the Seed is one in the Father, in Chriſt, in all the Saints; and this one ® 
Seed is the Lover, the Love, and the Beloved. 

God loveth himſelf in his Son ; his Son in his Saints. God, Chriſt; and the 
Saints lie ail wrapt up in one Seed. This 1s the Unity ; and this Unity the 
Love of the Goſpel. One Seed ſhining out, and ſpringing up thorow all in- 
to the Fellowſhip of all Beauties, and delights with itſelf, within itſelf, = 

We have ſet up ſome Lights in this verſe ro ſhew the Glories of Divin. 
Love the more advantageouſly, as they are preſented to us. v. 20, in thok' 7 
words ; God is One. [ 

Now let us draw nearer to the verſe it{elf; the Center of our diſcourſe. 

St Paul raiſeth an Odje&on, and anſwereth it. v. 19: 

. ' Object. This the ObjeFion: If rhe Goſpel were before the Law of Eter- 
nal Force, the only diſpenſation of Love, Lite, and Righteouſneſs : why ther 
was the Law added. > 
fnſ. St. Paul anſwereth-this Obje&ien, by Defining, and Confining the Uk, : 
and Times of* the Law. = 

1. St Pau] defineth the end,& Uſe of theLaw.TheLaw was added becaule 
Tran/ereſſion. There was a fourfold uſe of the Law,untilChrif came;to diſcove, 2; 
to reſtrain, to heighten Sin, to bring Condemnation, and Death upon Sinners. 

2. The Times of the Law are cenfined to the-coming of Chriſt: Until th 
Seed ſhould come. | 
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| "Then the Holy Apoſtle giveth us 10- Arguments to make it piain, that. tlio 
7 Law can be no more of force, or have any place, .when Fe/us Chriſ# appear- 
eth. Theſe 120 Arguments are taken from ro Eſſential differences b<twecn 
the Law, and the Gopel. 
X I. Argum. The Law was ordained by Angels. God appeared not under 
*Z the Law in his own Perſon, nor in that ſweet, and fupream brightneſs, which 
"27 floweth immediately from his Face. He cloathed himſeit with the creared 
-*Z Light of the Angelical Nature, and Glory, as with a Garment. In the Per- 
2 ſons of Angels, and their Beauties, as under-a vail, he was ſeen, and ccnverſed 
XZ with Man. But when the Seed comerh, which is Jeſus Chriſt ; wins is God 1n 
2 Perſon, God in his own Eſleatial Form, and Image. 
2 . Now the Scene, the Appearance 1s changed trom the diverlit.es of Angels, 
2 andtheir Glorijes to the Divine Unity. Now the Angels, thorow which, as 
2 multitudes of little Stars inthe night, the Light of the God-Hezad ſcattered 
1 faint glimmerings of itſel:, vaniſhed out of fight. They refigred their weak 
ft ; Beams, Beauties, and Peings to one Sun, that one Seed their Fountain, the 
| 


2 Unity of God in Chriſt. Herethey are New: born, they are made perfeft,they 
2 ſhineagain in one Glory. "The Son of Man cometh now in the Glory of his 
d, 2 Father, in his own Glory, inthe Glory of all his Angels. When Chriſt is 
, 2 ſcen in his Heavenly ſhape, which alone is the Light of the Goſpel, Angels 
he > appear no'more ſingly, all Glories are ſeen united in their Center, the Perſon 
in 2 of God in'Chriſt. Now hear, O Iſrael ; come forth ; and O ye Daughters of 
ne? Son ; the Lord your God, your Jeſus is one. This is the #/# Argumen:, and 
* the firſt eſſential difference between the Law, and the Goſpel. - | 


*% 


en *'This hath ſome ſhadow of uſelf inthe Medium Participationis, wh.ch Phi- 


a/cs, as a Mediator, This we may exprets by the Medium Abnegations; a Meg* 
2 diator of Diſtance © % 3 When 


[356] 
When the Seed cometh, this Mediation, this Adiviniftration, the Diſtance, and 
fo the Law ceaſeth. Now God is One, Chriſt is the Seed, Chrift is come | 
Chriſt hath 90 Natures in him, but he is One Perſon in both Natures, and 
that One Perſon, the One only God. God is the Perſon, the Subfiſtency, the ® 
Roor, out of which the whole Tree with all its Arms and Branches of both © 
Natures, Humane, and Divine fpringeth ; in which it ſubfiſterh ; from which 7 
all operations, and truits, proceed ;'to which all denominations belong, which 7 
is the name to be namedin all, and to which every name belongeth. This is 7 
Chriſt. Tae one <eed, the one Spirit in all the Saints, in all the Graces, and ** 


Comfortsof the Goſpel 1s this Chriſt, that one Perſon, which is the only true 7 
God. Thus God is one in all. | X FE. 

The Lord Fe{us in his Heavenly Spirit, and Body is the Glorious Circle of 
the Divine Unity, in which God, Chriſt, and all the Elect, Saints, or Ange's lic. 
ſo cloſe, ſo enfolded, and wrapt up mutually one in another; that no Mediator 


y need no Mediator; fave as this Unity ufdf, 


45, 
* 
nN 


can come between them ; that the 
+ the cone Seed is the Mediator, 


There are two Promiſes made to Abraham concerning his Seed ; one, tht 7 
they ſhall be, asthe Stars of Heaven for number ; rhe other, that they ſhull 7 
be, as the Duſt of the Earth for Multitude. 4 

'The Seed is Chriſt. The Lord Feſus is one Seed in all the uncreated Glorie, : 
which are fixed, as innumerable Stars in the Heaven of the Divine Nature. 
The Lord Feſus is the ſame Seed in the Duſt here below, ſown in'the form 
Fleſh, and Duſt. Z 

When the Lord e775 cometh in the Power of the Goſpel into any Hear; ' 
this one Seed at once ſhineth down from all thoſe Glories of -the God-Hea : 
above, and ſpringeth'up out of the Duſthere below. Irawakeneth irſelf fron 
above and below. Ir meeteth with, receiveth itſelf, and 'twiſteth into on © 
with itſelf, the Glory from on high, and the Duſt from beneath. It continy k 
ally aſcendeth, and deſcendeth into its own Boſom, and feaſteth itſelf eternal} 
upon itſelf with all Divine Subſtance, and Sweetneſs. + 

I have endeavoured to draw afide the Curtain from this Scripture, ro ſher 7 
you the Joy, and Glory'of the Lord in the Goſpel, the Unity of God, an. © 
the Fountain of Love with him in that Unity, þ: 

| Let me add oneScriprure to this to bring in more Spiritual Light iritoaRoo * 
ſo rich in, fo full of Heavenly Beauties. It is that Rom. 4. 16. It a of Grat, 3 
that it may be ſure to the Seed. You, whoſe hearts the Love of God in Chri * 
hath touched from Heaven, that you pant after the Water-brooks, and Four + 
rain of this Love opened in the Boſom of the Lord Feſws ; why come m_— 
not to.your Saviour, that you may drink abundantly of rhe Divine Love ® 
Are you diſcouraged, and driven away by the ſenſe of your own unworth # 
neſs, and weakneſs, by unbelief-? Hear, and believe, and come with boldrc 
tothe Fountain of -Love. Lwve'is made ſure, and tyed faſt from the 'Thr 
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| [ 357] 
of Love in Heaven tothe Hearts of Believers on Earth by a three-fold Cord: 
1. Cord. Thejfrf Cord is the Promiſe. By the immutable tie of a Promiſes 
in which it is impoſhble ſor God 101ie, harh he aſſured, and ſecured his Love 
to thee, The rwo chief Attributes of God, on which all the reſt wait, in 
which they are comprehended are Goodneſs, and Trarh. Both theſe muſt fade, 


7 and paſs away, before:onetittle of the Promuſe can'fail of irs accompliſhment. 


For Goodneſs makerh the Promiſe: but Goodweſs, and Tru2h both are obliged 


to the keeping of it. 
2. Cord, The ſecond Cord is Grace. The Promiſe is of Grace, that it may be 


3 ſure. You, who are-apt to deſpair of Love, and B'cflednefs Jet down from 


Heaven into your Souls by the Golden Line of a Promiſe, becauſe your hearts 
are unfit Manfions to entertain :ſuch Heavenly Gaeſts, hear, and.confider this : 
As the Beams of rhe Sun deſcend upon the Earth, infuſe a precious vertue in- 
tot, quicken, andccall uprhe vertue, and Seeds of the Sun there, make ir 
green, flouriſhing, and fruitful ; yer lean nor,depend not-atall upon the Earth 
but have'their root in the Boſom of the Sun above, from which they ſhoot 
themſelves down into thelap'of theEarth:: ſo the Promiſes of the Goſpel, as 
Brams of Eternal Love, .are !fixed in the Sun of the D'vine Nature, as their 
Heavenly root. From that they are bred, by that they are nouriſhed, and 
maintained. This Sun /poureth them down upon thee to enlighten, enliven, 
and transform thy earthly, carnal:heart into a Spiritual, and Heavenly Gar- 
den. But theſe Beams, that come ro _ _ _— thee, lean not at all 
upon any thing in'thee. "They d ingly, and entirely uu their proper 
gon: which _ the i nþ "0 IO | FORE 
3- Cord. The third Cord is:the Seed. That the Promiſe may be ſure #0 the 
Seed. Lawyers fay,thatno gift by any deed is pood without a:confideration : 
They fay alfa, that there-is no conſideration, which bindeth more, than 


' . that of Fatherly affection ; when a deed runneth in thoſe words : 1 out of my. 


Fatherly affettion give to my Son, Oc. | 

This is the'conhideration in-the New Teſtament the Loveof a Father. All 
the Promiſes of Grace, and Glory, of Heaven, 'and Earth, Time, and Eter- - 
nity are/made to 'the Seed, 

"The ground of a Fathers Love 18 the Unity. :A Father loverh himſelf in 
his Seed. -His'Seed is'one with himſelf. The Seed lay firſt m the Father. It 
cometh forth-from the Father. lc-is one Narure with the Father, and beareth 
the Image of the Father before him. The ſame Seed in the Father is the Fa- 
ther, and the Son. in'the-S59n. All Relations, ithe:Loves, :and Sweetnefſles of all 
Relations are Unions, that is, Participations, and 'branches of Unity. Paterni- . 
ty, theRelations, and Love of a Father is Unity, the Root, and:Head of all. 
Unions, Relations, and Loves. | 

The Philoſopher teacheth us, that the reaſon of a Farhers Love to his 
Children is Self-lowe,'and the Love.of Immortality. He ſeeth himſelf o_ 

reſh, 


s 
\ 
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freſh, andflouriſhing, propagated to Immortality in his Off-fpring. Allnum- 


bers are ſaid to bethe firſt Uniry multiplied. Each' number , ſpringeth from | 


Unity, is made upof. Unities, conſiſteth-1n an Unity, Thus God is one in his 
Seed. "The Seed is|the Unity of God multiplying -itſelf into many 'Self-Ima- 

es in the ſame Divine Nature, in the ſame Efſential, and Eternal Image, the 
= Feſus. Is not the Promiſe now ſure,whea it is ro:the Seed, in which the 
Unity of God, the Love-ſpring of Eternity, is the Band of Love ? 

I have not yet ſounded the Sea of Sweetneſs opening itſelf to us in this 
7 Scripture : Now a Mediator is between Two: but God is One. 

God is faid to have created all things by Feſus Chriſt ; Epheſ. 1. 9. To have 
made all things by him, and in bim, Coleſ. 1. 16, God then is One in Nature, 
and in Grace, in the new Creature, and in the firſt Creation. There is one Seed 
-of both, the Lord Feſus. All things were made by him, and without him was 
.nothing made, that was mad, foln 1.2. As no Wheat. ſpringeth without a 
grain of Wheat caſt into the ground, as no Roſe groweth without the Seed 
of a Roſe : ſono Flower of Divinity, no Divine Work, no Divine lmage 
cometh forth any where, in this World, or that which is to come withour the 
-+-1—* roms the Seed of God, which was in the Beginning with God, and 
was God. | X 

As 17. 24. St, Paul maketh this his great Argument to convince the 
Athenians, and to perſuade them to Faith in Feſus Chriſt, the Unity of the 
Divine Seed. They feel after him, (auth he, if ſo be they may find him; although 
be be not far from every one of us. In him we live, and move, and have our 
Being ; as in our proper Seed and Element. For as one of your own Poets hath 
faid:: We alſo are bis Off-[pring. The Apoſtle in the Authority, and with the 
- Seal of the Holy Ghoſt confirmeth the Teſtimony of Nature to this Truth ; 
the Unity of the Divine Seed in Nature. God is One not in Regeneration only, 

but in the Creation alſo, We alſo are his Off-ſpring. 
| | _ Thou, whoart hitherto Earthly, and Natural, an outcaſt of Nature, caſt 
down tothe nethermoſt parts of the Earth in Luſts, Unbelief, Blindneſs of 
Mind, Hardneſs of Heart, Profaneneſs, Enmity, ſeek thou alſo afrer God, feel 
after him. Thou alſo mayelſt ſee him, and feel, and find him in every motion, 
inevery a, and part of thy Life, in|every point of thy whole Being, Every 
Motion, AQ, and Part of thy Life, every Point in thy whole Being is thar 
Fieid, in which is hid the Treaſure of the Divine Being, Beauty, and Blefſed- 
nefs. Thou lrveſt,and moveſt, and haſt thy Being in him. He liveth, and moveth 


and hath his Being in thee: He 1s thy Seed in thee. For thou alſo art his Off-ſpring. 


Believe the Love of God, open all the parts of thy Being, and Powers of 
:thy Soul'to take in this Love. 'Thou haſt in thee the Band of the Love- 
union, the DivineLove-ſpring, the Unity of the Divine Seed. For thou alſo 
| art his Off-ſpring. | 


Bleſſed is he, who believes, and ſeeks forthis Pearl more than Silve an d 


diggeth 
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diggethfor it more, than for hidden Treaſures. Blefſed is. he, who findeth it, 
and gocth, and ſelleth'all that he hath to purchaſe it. Thou haſt this Pearl in 
thine own Field, the Divine Sced in thine own Soul, and Being. 

Let this be the only Secd in thy Soul. Then haft thou ſold all for it. Then 
will it ſpring up into a living Palace of one Immortal Pearl in thee, which 
God himſelf, and all Glorious Spirits will inhabit together with thee, 
filling it with the ſweet Lights of their Divine Beauty, with the Eternal 
Flames of their Divine Loves, and Joys, 

O5j. Bur you may fay ; if this be ſo, why are not all faved ? If all be of 
one Seed, which 15 Chriſt, why doth nor one Eife-of Grace, and Glory ſpring 
up in all from that one Seed ? 

Anſ. My Anſwer tothis Objeftion ſhall be a threefold uſe ; a Reproof to Sin- 
mers ; 2 Root of Comfort ; a Reaſon for Holineſs. 

Uſe. 1. A Reproef to Sinners. The Sin of the Devil was the firſt,ar.d Foun- 
tain Sin :-In thar therefore the evil Nature of Sin in the whole Kind, and 
in every individual Act is moſt maniteſt. St, Fude painteth it out in its black, 
and bloody colours after a moſt lively manner, Fude 6. The Angels not keeping 
their firſt Principle («p;gv") and forſaking their proper Habitation axnmieur. O' 
Man ! Thy God is thy fir# Primciple. Thou didit ſtand in him, as-in thy Root. 
Thou wert filled with Sap from him. Thou didſt partake of the Fatnefs, and 
Sweetneſs of: the Divine Nature. Thou wert a flouriſhing and fruitful Free. 
All the Birds of Heaven ; the Holy Spirit, the Bleſſed Angels delighted ro 
ſit, and Sing in thy Branches. All viltble things reſted under thy- Shadow. 
How art thou fallen to the ground ? How: doſt thou lie withered, and dead 
upon the face of the Earth ? No good thing cometh near thee. Sin hath done 
this. Thou haſt not kept thy firſt Principle, 

O Man ! "The Divine Image was thy proper Habitation. 'This Image in thy 
Perſon was a Sun of Beauty ſhining in every part of it; anda Shield of Pow- 
er defending it on every (ide. In this Image all Bleſſed things were united to 
make a Paradiſe for thee, which thou didft carry about in thine own Perſon, 
as thy proper Form, thine inſeparable Habitation, like-ro God, who. carryeth 
his own Heaven into every place with him. Alas! Thou art now naked 'in 
the Eye of God, and all the Creatures. "Thou art expoſed to ſhame, to-every 
ſtorm of Rage, Malice, and Wrath from all. Sin hath done this. By Sin thou 
haſt forſaken thine own, thy proper Habitation. 

Beware, O Men ! Of- the Evil of Sin. You caſt-out anew: the Divine Secd 
out of your Garden by every new act of Sin. You cut off anew: the Divine 
Form, Flower, and Fruit from every Plant in your Garden by: every: new 
Ad of Sin. Asoftas you Sin; fo oft you make a freſh wound © upen” the Di- 
vine Unity, you make it to bleed afreſh, and dye in your Perſons. 

But belides this there is yet a greater Evil in» Sin. The Seed of Ged is 
one, the Divine Unity, the Love-ſpring of Erernfty. /The Seed of the Serpent 
| the. 
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the Devil is Enmiry, the Hellifh Spring of 'Hate and Death, Every: Sin isthis | 
Seed of the Serpent in thee, Enmity, tothe: Heavenly Seed, the Unuy of God, | 

In the Law the Jews were forbidden ta ſeethe a Kid in his Mothers Milk | 
for the Cruelty, and Unnaturalnefj. O. the cruelty of every Sinner in eyery | 
act of Sin ! O the uunnaturalnefs! Thou makeſt a Fire of the Kid, that i 
thou mayſt burn its Moyher in it. Thou changeſt the natural Image, the natu- '? 
ral Life in thee into a fire of Wrath, and Luſt, to burn up, and conſume in '? 
it the Heavenly Seed, out of which it ſpringeth. = 

Solomon in his Proverhs telleth us, that he, who curſeth his Father, and def. | 
piſerh his Mother ; the Ravens of the Valleys, and the young Eagles ſhall |: 


pick out his Eyes. This hath its higheſt truth here : go on in Sin. But know, 2 
that now in each A& of Luft, of Wrath, of Prefaneneſs, of Unbelief, thou 3 


offtereſt deſpight to, thou curſeſt, thou killeſt the Seed of God in thy ſelf, rhe [3 
Divine Unity, the pureſt, and perfeCteſt Love, thy Father, which hath begot- | 
ten thee, and thy Mather, which bare thee, which brought thee forth. What |? 
-will thine End be? The Ravens of the Vallies, and the young Eagles; Un- © 
clean, and devouring Spirits from Hell below, Spirits of blood, of death, of |: 
horrour, and ſlaughter ſhall eat thy Fleſh, canſume all the Light of Life, and ** 
Beauty in thee, (hall ſwallow up thy Spirit into the Bottomleſs Pits of Dark- - 
neſs, Dread, and Death within themſfelyes. I 

Uſe. 2. TheRootof Comforts in Believing ; the Roat of Faith, that we * 
-may believe, and have Comfort is the Divine Unity. The Unity of God isthy 
Seed in thee, The Seed is one, and that one Chrift. The Unity of God is the 
higheſt, and pureſt Loye. The Unity of God, Divine Love is the Seed of all 2 
Things, thy Seed. Believe this Love, believe in this Unity, that is in Chriſt, 2 


who 1s this one Seed of Love. Let theſe Arguments perſuade thee to believe. 'Þ 


1. Argu. The Unity of God.is the Fountain of Eove. The Uaity is the 
S;mplicity, the Purity of the Divine Nature. God inthe nakedneſs and fim- ? 
plicity of his Divine Eflence is Love. Lean, ſtay thy ſelf upon this Rock of 
Eternity, the Divine Unity, Simpliciry, Purity of Love. I 

2. Argu. The Unity, of God is Love; How ſtrong is this Love? All the 
Attributes, Powers, Excellencies, Vertues of the God-Head are united, and * 
centred in Love. How great 1s the force of Divine Love? Whar is its 7 
Vertue, its Excellency, jts Sweetnefs ? O Almighty, O Supream,O Soveraign 7 
Love ! All Things Good,Great,andDivine are joyned,and raiſed to the higheſt © 


poiar of Unity in Love. God aſſembled all the Powers, and properties of the 


Creation, all the Angels, the Perſons in the Trinity to form a thadow of the * 
Diyine Nature in the firſt Man ; ſaying ; Let us make Man. O Man! All the 3 
Baauties, Bleficdneſs, and T'reafures of the Divine Nature are gathered to- Þ 
gether into oneSun of D:vineLove to make thee new,no more a Shadow, but a ? 
Sun in this Sunga Light in this Light of Erernal Love. Open thine Eye, and 
thine Heart to tlus- Loye by belieying it. py 
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3. Arga. Power conſiſteth in Unity. The Supreme Unity, which is Love, 
is then Almighty, the Supreme, and Soveraign Power. Is any thing impoth- 
bleto Almighty Love? Is any thing too hard forit ? What change 1s there, 
from Darkneſs to Light, from pollurion'to Purity, from profaneneſs to Piety, 
(from the hardneſs of a Stone to the ſoftneſs, and {weerneſs of a Dove, from 
a Devil to a Bleſſed Angel, from a Hell ro a Heaven, which Almighty Loye 
cannot make in thine Hearr, in a moment, with one caſt of its Eye upon 


F thee ? 


* 4&4 Argu. Afimple Unity is Infinite : Itis ever, every where the ſame. No- 
# thing bounderh ir, becauſe it is itſelf alone, and there is no other thing be- 
2 fides it(elf rogether with it, ro give an allay to it, or confine it. This is the 
3 Infiniteneſs of the Divine Unity. This Unity thus Infinite is Divine Love. 
3 Come, whoever thou arr ; Believe, and caſl thy ſelf, thy Hopes, thy Fears ; 


| 3 thy Griefs, thy Joys ; thy Sins, thy Graces into this Abyſs, this Sea of Love, 
7 which hath no Bottom, nor Shore. This will receive them all. This wall 


| , ſwallow them all up into its ſweet, .and ſhining Depths. "This will cover chem 
* Fall with irs own rich, and glorious Floods, as Waters cover the Sea. 


Come, Believe, and caſt thy ſelf, all rhy * Relations, the delights of thme 


 'FEyes, the dear, and pleaſint things of thine Hearr, thy whole Spirit, Soul,and 


"vo * LA - 


2 Body into this Infiniteneſs of Divine Love. "Thou ſhalt find them after man 
3c%ays, to day, immediately, eternally ſporting themſelves inthis great an 
wide Sea of Love. | 
3 Lovein the Perſon of the Lord eſs deſcended to rhe nethermoſt parts 
Zof the Earth, and aſcended above all Heavens, that ir might fill all. Behold 
now a Delupe of Divine Love in the RefarreRion of thy Feſus. Love, as.4 
-Fmanifold Fountain of a great Deep from below breaketh up,and breaketh open 
E@rſe!f. Love poureth down ufelf rhorow all the W indows of Heaven opefied 
pon thee, 'Thus the Floods of Love increaſe; riſe higher, and higher till they 
-Fcover the tops of. the higheft Mountains' of Guilt, or Deſpair, of Deſire, or 
"Hope in thy Spirit : Only do nor thou ſtop theſe Fountains of Love from be- 
ow, ſhutnot theſe Windows of Heaven above to thy ſelf by thy unbelief, 
Love in the Perſon of the Holy Ghoft by the mouth of the P/almiſt cryetthi 
unto thee ; Oper rby Mouth wide, and I will fill it. Open all thine outward,and 
Anward fenfes; open all the Powers, and Faculties of thy whole Man to rake 
23n this Love, Open them yet wider, wider ſtill. Take in ſtill more of this 


4 


| I Love. When rhon art full of Love to thine utmoſt Capacity ; ſtill that Love, 


Fvhich remaineth is infinitely more, infinitely fweeter, than all that;which thou 
FHaft taken in. | | "07 
XZ 5. Argu. That one Seed, rhe Divine Unity is thy Seedin thee, that is, Love 
22c{lf, rhe firft, the higheſt Love. Thou alſo art his Off-[pring. No Man ever 
Fated his own Fleſh. Can a Mother forget her Child? fauh the Holy Ghoſt. Dis 
Fine Love is the Seed. out of which thou fpringelt, Divine Love is thy Father, 
3 | $48 --> which 
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which hath begotren thee ; thy Mother, which hath brought thee forth. Can 
Love itſeif hate its own Birth, and Branch ? Can Love nfc}t torget its own! 
Child, the Child of Love ? | þ 
The Prodigal returned firſt to himſelf; then he thinketh of his Father, and | 
of Heaven ; then his Father, meeteth h'm, kifſeth him, bringeth him hame, | 
entertaineth him with the beſt Garment, with Fealts, with Muſick, with an ® 
Univerſal Joy. 2 þ 
O Prodigal ! Thou haſt waſted thy Beauty, thy Strength, thy Parts, thy Y* 
Comforts, thy flouriſhing hopes among Harlots, in lewd Company, and Con-!? 
verſarion. T hou teedeſt among Swine upon Husks, and thou ſtarveſt in the 'Y' 
mieſt of the Swine, for want of Husks. O Provigal ! The Divine Unity, 
the Seed of God,Eternal Love is till thy true ſelf, which lyeth below all thee 'F* 
diſguiſes of Darkneſs, and Deformity ; as Feſus Chriſt lay leeping at the bor. |? 
tom of the Ship, which was ready to {ink by the violence of the Storm. Thu? 
art the Seed of God.| For theu alſo art his Off-{pring. Thou art the Seed oi}! 
Love. For God is Love. | 3 
C) Prodigal ! Open the Eye of thy Spirit. Believe, and ſee Divine Lovett 
awakening, and appearing in thee, as thy true ſelf to thy ſelf. Feel it drawing'3 
thee by a (weet and irrefiſtible force te itl[elf, that is, to thy ſelf, from whence 3 
thou haſt ſo long wandered in a ſtrange Form by the Sorcery of Sin, and the? 
Devil. Believe, and fee Divine Love, in the true Forms of thy Father, and? 
of Heaven-opening their Boſom again to thee, ſending forth a vertue of 
Heavenly Love from themſelves, with which they touch thy Heart, ſoften i, 
neelt it into kindly repentings, a lovely ſhame, and tears of Love ; kindling”? 
ſweet defires, lively hopes, and ardent longings in thee after thy Father, and? 
Heaven thine own Country. E 
Believe, and ſee Divine Love, thy Father coming into the midſt of the? 
Swine to thee, carrying thee ina rich Chariot made of his own Boſom, and? 
Embraces, heaping kifles upon thee, as he carryeth thee. So Love . bringeti'? 
thee home to its own) Houſe, the Heavenly Palace of Love. There Divine” 
Love cloatheth thee with the beſt Garment, its own Native, and Divine 
Lovelineſs : Love feaſterh thee with its own Joys, as they have ſprung w3 
thorow a Death for thee into a ReſurreEion for thee alſo. Love ſweetneth,” 
heighrgeth all thy entertainment with its own Mulick reſounding with a D+3 
vine Harmony from all Heavenly Hearts, all Glorihed Spirits round abou? 
thee, yea, from all things in Heaven, and Earth tuned by the Eternal Spiritd® 
Love itſelf, and plaid upon in a moſt exa&t, and charming Contorrt. P 
Return then to thy true ſelf, thy Father,and to Heaven : Heavenly Loves! 
all theſe. Ir is alſo thy way to theſe ; thy Light, and thy Life in the waj.? 
Believe : Say not now ; O that Icould believe, and repent ! Heavenly Loy 
will form itſelf into inward Divine Meltings, Repentings, Acts of Faith, and# 
of all Grace in thee. Look to this Love, and live Eternally in the Boſom of} 


f 
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J Love.' The Unity of God,which is Love is thy Root, which will riſe up.unts 
Y 2 Divine ſap, and form nſelf into all D:vine Fruit in thee if thou wait for it. 
nd i For thou art the Off-ſpring of Ged. | 
BW Uſe. 3. The Unity of God 4s the Root, and Reaſon of Holineſs. The Unity of 
ah Y God is the Fountain of Love, of ail Grace, and Comfort in the Goſpel The 
EZ Promiſes are all made to this one Seed, which is Chriſ# in the Unity of the 
hy Af Spirit, in the Uniry of the Divine Nature. "Thou haſt then no further any 
) YA part, or portion in the promiſes of the Goſpel, orthe Comforts of Love, 
" than thou abidelt in the Unity of Chriſt, and of the Spirit. It is the Seed of 
3 Love, which is a Holy, and Divine Seed ; it is the Life, and Fruit of this 
a Seed, on which, as on the Fleece of Gidecn, all the Dew of Divine Bleſlings 
$ falleth. Every other Seed with its Life, and Fruit is, as the Mountains of Gzl- 


#© 


ou boah, on which no Rain, or Dew of any Divine Grace, or Promiſe deſcen- 
off deth. Abide then in this Love, which 1s the Holy Seed in thee ; bring forth 
FF the Fruits of this Love in thy whole Life. So ſhalt thou be Bleſſed in thy 
4 Seed, and in thy Deed. I have now hmniſhed the third Argument for the con- 


L : firmation, and explication of the third Deſcription of Divine Love which 
v4 was this ; The Love of God 3s the God of Lowe. For the Unity of God 1s the 
FY Im high, and holy Love. I paſs now to the fourth, and laſt Argument. 
3 4. Argu. The Myſtery of the Trinity s a Myſtery of Divine Leve. This is 

2 the fourth Argument to prove, that God & Love. 
Z TheDivine Philoſopher defineth Live to be 4 Birth in a Beautiful Subject. 
3 As the New Hieruſalem is ſaid ro come down out of Heaven, a Bride ready 
J trimmed : fo our of the Boſom of Divine Love opening itſelf, az a Heaven 
# cometh forth the Divine Lovelineſs, the Garderi of Heaven, the Heavenly 
2 Paradiſe. This is the Heavenly Bride. In this Garden I oveplanteth, and ma- 
Y keth to grow all Beauritul,and Divine Images,all Heavenly Pleaſures,and Joys. 
3 Divine Love, and the Holy Trinity agree in this, that they are a Brrth, and 
-,& a Marriage both in one. "This Myſtery is figured in Paradiſe in the firſt Man. 
- Jy Adam bringeth Eve forth from himſelf. Then Adam bringeth forth all Li- 
” ving in and by Eve. Adam firſt bringeth forth Eve, the Beautiful Tmage of 
11 8 ihimſelf,and of that Paradiſe, which Ee then comprehended, and carryed abour 
7 with him in his own Perſon. Then he brought forth ail Beautiful Images of 
2 Humane Life, and Humane Nature in this Beautiful Subject by the Love- 
2 union of a Paradifical Marriage. = 
2 - In like manner theSupreamLove firſt bringeth forth rheSupre2m Tovelineſ, 
e;J the Image of irſelf. Then it marryeth itſeit to thisBeauritu) Image,and bringeth 
aj. forth in the Boſom of it a!l Lives, Loves, Lovelineſles. Delights, and Glories. 
wall T'bus Divine Love is a Trinity. "There are three m Divine Love. 1. The 
ni Love-ſpring, or the Divine Fountain of Love. 2. The Leove-Birth, or the 
of F Divine Birth, and lmage of Love, the Supream Lovelineſs. 3. The Lowe- 
Z 01, the Divine Union between theſe two, the Sacred Fountain, and the Beau- 
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riful Image. Theſeare the three Properties in Divine Love, which are alloxe' 


Leove ; as there are three Perſons in the Divine Nature, which three are one 
 Ged. In Love, and in God theſe three are the fame Divine Love, the fame 
Divine Nature-fandingin diſtin&t and oppoſite Relations to itſelf, vithin it- 
iclf, infinitely above all things without itlelt. 'Thefe Relations are in- both the 
tame. | : | | 

1. The Ged-Head/in the Fatter 
ipring ot Eternity. 
2. TheGod-Head in the Son is Divine Lewe in the Birth, or Image, the 
Lewe-Birth of Eternuy.: | 

3. The God-Head in the Ho!y Ghoſt is Divine Love in_ us Marriage-Union 
between the Lewe-Spring,and the Love-Birth,the Love-Union in Eternity. 

See, how God being Love 1s compleat in Eternity by being within himſelf a 
Birthg,vd a Marriage,which Two include all Beautics,Sweetneſles,and Blefled- 
res, ail the Beauriful, Sweet, and Blefled Fruits of Love. | 

Learn here, kow Honourable Marriage 1s, and ro keep the Bed of Love 
undefiled. God hath Scaled upon it the Image of the moſt Holy, and Blefled 
Trinity, the Trinity of | Divine Love, the'T rinity in the Divine Nature. 


is Divine Love in the Fountain, the Love 


Marriage Ta Paradiſe was the faireſt, and fulleſt Figure of the higheſt and | 


{weeteſt Myſtery in Heaven, the Ever-Bleilcd Trinity. The Fews, and Gen- 
ries before the coming of the Lord Jeſus were for the moſt part ſtrangers to 


the DoCtrine of the Trinity. They were therefore looſe, and diffolute in the | 


rires of Marriage. 'They made nothing of Fornication, and very little of 
Adultery. "The Lord in the Revelation of the Goſpel at once unvaileth the 


glorious face of the God-Head in the moſt Blefſed Trinity ; and diſcovereth 
the ſweet, and beautiful Figure of it in the Holy State of Marriage. 

Our Saviour by the Appearance of the Divine Nature in its numbeleſs Glo. 
r:es ſhining thorow every Created Form in his own Myſterzous Perſon, as 
thorow their proper Figures, and Images hath reſtored all things. He hath 
reſtored Marr:agenot only to its primitive inſtitution in Paradiſe, but to its 
Eternal Pattern, and Original in Heaven,. the high, and holy Trinity. Pre- 


S» ſhall you {ce with the Joy of Paradiſe the ſacred Impretiion of that ſupream 
Myſtery of all Divine Loves, Lovelineſles, and Delights the Trinity in the Di- 
vine Nature ſet, as the Seal of Eternity upon it, So ſhall you draw down 
the Trinity itſelf with all its ſecret, and ſacred 'Trezſurcs of  Blefſednefſs ro in- 


habit with you in it. Blefled are they, who hold the Band of Marriage unde | 


filed, unbroken in the ſweet, and heautiful T 
the Heavenly Unity in the moſt Bleſſed Trinity. X 

We have ſaid ſomething in general ro ſhew, how the Myſtery of the 
Trinity is a Myſtery of Divine Love. Let us launch a little further into this 
Sca of unexpreſſible Sweetnefles, and Beauties by contemplating this God- 
Head of pure lovesin the ſeveral] Perſons of the Trinity, "* 2, The 
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ſerve caretully this Marriage-Glory pure from Luſts, untroubled by paſlions : 


ype, in the Glorious Truth of | 
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. 1,” The God-Head in-the firſt Perſon ; the- Father is: Divine: Love” in” irs- 
Fountain. The Father i the Trinity is the Lowe-{pring im Eternity : A D'- 
- vine plenitude, or fulneſs, an unfathomable deep of Divine, and Unexpreſſible 
SweerneſSever rifing-up, ever flowing, overflowing. all things; this is rhe S- 
crec Perſon of 'the Father in; the Trinity , this is the Sacred Spring of ' Divine 


Love in Exernity ; and this. is that Fountain-fo dearto'you,O ye Saints! out of 
. which you:all are made to drink»that Sacredi Fountain of Free-Grace. 

I ſhall endeavour to open this beloved Fountain, the ftreams of which are 

. [the Life, Love, and Joy of all thiggs1n Heayen above, and on the Earth be- 

= low by three precious mlers ito 1t. | | 

. I. inlet. The Perſon. of the Father is Divme Love in its Glory. Sr. Paul 

: ſpeaking of the Father rercainateth allthe myſteries of the Goſpel in tbe G/o- 

* ryof bis Grace, as the Beginning, and the end of them. all, the fweer, and. 


ſhining Sea, from which they come, into which they all run again. 

Grace is the name of Love. in its Freedom, Sweetneſs, and Fulneſs. Every 
" thing 1s in its Glory, in 11s F Quntain. For there it 1s faireſt; freſheſt, ſweeteſt, 
4 and fulleſt. Love is m its Fountain in the Perſon-et the Father. For there 

: Love isin its Glory, There 13 a Three-fo/4 Crown ;/ the Marriage-Crown ; the 
i Crownof a King; the Crown: of a Conqueror. . There- is accordingly a 
wy Three-fold Glory. 1. There is the Glory of Beauty, 'Fhis is that of the 
R Sun which ſendeth forth his Beams thorow all things, and outſhineth all things 
- 8 . among the Earthly, and Heavenly Bodies. 2. There is the Glory of Sove- 
"7 raignty, which ruleth over all.' 3. 'There is the Glory of Viftory, which ſub- 
«| ducthallthings to itſelf, and-maketh every thing an Ornament to its Triumph. 
h Þ This Three-told Crown doth Love wear, this "Three-fold G:ory 1s it 

> cloathed with in the Perſon of the Father. It 1s the Eternal Sun, which en-- 
I - lightneth, enliveneth, {weetneth, cheareth all things: by its Beams ſent forth 

4 thorow all from the heights of the Heavens above to the depths of the Sea, 
and the center of the Earth below, Ir alſo infiaitely furmounterh all things 
in Beauty, and Sweetneſs ; as 1t ſhinerh Erernally. It is the great King, thar 
ſwayerh, and rulerh all every where by its Golden Scepter. lr is the Glorious. 
Conqueror, which pterceth deep into the hearts of all, which ſubdueth all to 
itſelf by its flaming Sword of- Paradile turning every way. By this Sword 
it cutteth off, and confumeth all Fleth, and Earth, to keep that out of Para-. 
diſe, and from the 'T'rce of Lite. By this Sword it refneth, and converteth all 
into a pure, and Heavenly Flame, into Spirit. So it bringeth them into Para- 
E diſe, tothe "Tree of . Life -1n the nadit of it. Every thing every where doth. 
o ——_ Love make the Subject.of us Conqueſts, and the Ornament of its 

Triumphs. «++ * | . 

This is Divine Leve mts Glory, in its Fountam. 'This''is' the Divine Na- 
ture in the Perſon of the Father. 'Fhis is the Glory of Free-Grace. | 
. 2» Init into the Fountain of Divine Love. 41! the Riches of Lowe are 
eate d 


i 
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[eated in the Perſon of the Father. "The Apefle applyerh the Riches of Grace 
to the Father, Epheſ. 1.7. According to the Riches of his Grace. Three things 
meet in Riches, Preczouineſs, Plenty, Power. Every thing is pureſt, and 16 
moſt precious ; every thing is molt united, and fo moſt plentiful, and {9 moſt 
powerful ; every thing thus is richeſt in itsFountain. The tirſtPerſon is theFoun- 
tain of Divine Love.For in-him are the riches of Grace. Love is Richeſt in the 
Father. The heart of the Father is the "Treaſury of Love.No where is Love (6 
pure,ſo unallayed,ſo precious as in the heart of the Father. Traffick, O Man, 
tor the Treaſure of this Love with all thy faculties, with all that thou haſt,and 
art. This Merchandiſe is beyond that of Goid, and Rubies : Trafhck to this 
Coaſt of Spices,to this Land of rich,and preciousCordials, the Land of the pu- 
re{t Love, the heart of the Father. No where 1s Love fo plentiful, in fush 
abundance, as in the heart of the Father : The heart of the Father is infinite- 
ly larger than the Sea : yet doth Love cover it,as waters do the Sca,where it is 
deepeſt, when it is fulleſt. Caſt thy world of Sins, O guilty Soul, with all 


thy Mountains of guilt into this Sea of Love. Love ſhall cover them, that 
they ſhall never appear more. It thou ſeek for them, thou ſhalt not find them. 
Come,drink thy fill of Loves, O dry, and thirſty Soul, from this rich, and Z 
full Spring in the heart of the Father. Come,thou moſt inſatiate Soul, caſt thy 3 
{elf into this full Sea of Loves in the Boſom of the Father, bath rhy ſelf, 7 
roul thy ſelf in the midſt of its rich Billows, which rife as high as Heaven. 
' No where is Love ſo powerful, ſo irreſiſtible, ſo full of vertue, as in the heart 2 
of the Father. Waſh thy heart in this Fountain, and it ſhall be healed of the 
Leproſy of every Luſt. Lay thy heart down in this Spring in the Boſom of 
the Father, and all its hardnefſes ſhall be diflolved. Drink in theſe waters of 2 
Love freſh trom the heart of the Father, and it ſhall be a powerful Cordial 7 


in thine heart. It ſhall reſtore thy Life, thy Strength, the complexion of thy 


Soul, thy Beauty, thy Spirits, thy Joys as at firſt, asin Paradiſe, as in Heaven, 
as in thine Eternal Original. 


3. Inlet. The Father in the Trinity is the Fountain of all Relations, and ſo 
the Fountain of Lowe. Father 1s the ſweeteſt of all Names, the Name of the 7 
higheſt, rendereſt, pureſt, and moſt perfe& ſweetneſs. A Father is the firſt Re- 3 
Jarion, and the Fountain of all Relations. Adam was firſt a Father, then-a ® 
Husband, So the Humane Nature from him ſtreamed forth into Husband, * 
and Wives, Sons, and Daughters, Brethren, and Siſters, into all Degrees of © 


Kindred, Allyances, and Friendſhips.” 


Epbeſ. 3. 15. St. Pawl faith, that from the Father the whole Family in © 
Heaven, and Earth is named. Some render that word Family, the Fatherbnod, k 
cr Paternity, TlzTews.. All Fathers in that Relation, all the Fatherhoods, and # 
Paternities of every Father in Heaven,and Earth lyeth firſt in that firſt Father, | 


the firſt Perſon in the Trinity, asin their Fountain, 
What comfort is this to every tender, careful grieved Father of every ſick, 
| ſinful, 
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finful, or loſt Child. The true Father ro thy Child, which acteth the part 
of the Father behind the vail of the ſhadowy Father in thee, is the Father in 


- the Trinity. He is the ſtrength, ſweetneſs, and truth of the Relation every 


where, The Paternity, the Fatherhood every where is named from him. 

Burt if we take the word according to our-Franſlation, it aftordeth us the 
fame fweer ſenſe more fully. The whole Family im Heawen, and Earth is named 
from him, from the Father of our Lord Feſus. A Family is a chain of Rela- 
rions,which are as ſo many Links in the chain faſtned one ro another, Father, 
Mother, Husband, Wite, Brother, Sifter, Children,. Friends, All theſe are 
named from the Eternal Father. All theſe ſweer, dear names of Union, of 
Love, agree firſt, moſt properly, moſt truly ro him, who is the Supream Uni- 
ty, the Original, and Fountain of all Unions, of #ll Love. All theſe are na- 
med from him. He isthe-true Parent in the Parents,the true Child, Husband, 
Wife, Brother, Siſter, Friend in thy Child, thy Husband, thy Wife, thy Bro- 
ther, thy Siſter, thy Friends. He is deſcended into a'l theſe, ſhadoweth him- 
ſelf under them, ſubſilteth, as the rruth, and ſubſtance in them, Ir is this de{- 
cent of his in them, this Preſence, and Appearance of his, which giverh theſe 
names to them. Love1s either the Relation itſelf, or the Blood, which runneth 
along in the vein of every Relation. Every Relation is a Union, Every Uni- 
on is Love in-its proper kind, and degree. 'The Original, the Fountain of 
all Unions,of all Loves,of allRelations is theSupreamUnity,which is theFather, 
the firſt Perſon in the Trinity, All Relationsi in Heaven, and Earth, all Unions 
are broken pieces of the great Diamond of Divine Love. The Father is this 
great Diamond of Divine Love,Entire,Eternal, the firſt, and higheſt Unity, in 
which all Unions lie together undivided, compleat, making-up one Sweer- 
neſs, which hath the names, and relliſhes of all ſweetnefles, which giveth 


- name, and relliſh to every ſweetneſs, which- is above all names, and relliſhes, 


unexpreſſible, incomprehenlible. This is the Love-ſpring in the Trinity of 
Divine Love. This is the Father in the Trinity of the Divine Nature. 

Uſe. 1. Give all Glory to Free-Grace. Aſcribe all Riches to it. Set' your 
Love upon it. "This is the Fountain of Divine Lovein the Boſom of the Fa-- 
ther. This is the Fountain of Iſrael. "Chis is the Fountain of the God Head. 
This is your own, your only Fountain, O Saints ! All your ſtreams of Life, 
Grace, Comfort, Glory ariſe out of this Love-ſpring in Eternity, which is the 
heart of the Father, "This is the Fountain, this 1s the Father of Feſws Chriſt, 
your Fountain, and Father in him. 

He that hath drunk the Waters of Life, and Love from this Well, will 
never thirſt more after-any other Waters, or drink- of any other Spring. We 
read in Numbers of a Well inthe Wilderneſs, which the Princes digged with 
tbeir Staves, and ſung to it , Spring O Well. O wandring: Souls, behold your 
Well, which is before you in every. Wilderneſs. . The a of Life, your 
Feſus hath dig'd, and opened it for you from the: depths of the. God-Head: 
with 
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with the Staff, the Scepter of his Spirit, Look to no other Fountain. Bui 
- ing continually to this,; Spring O Well ; Spring O thou heart of the. Father , 
"Spring in mine heart; Spring with ſtreams. of Divine Truth ; Spring with 
ſtreams of Divine Strength ; Spring with ſtreams of Divine Joy ;:Send forth 
thy ſtreamsover all my-Soul, and Body; Make all my-powers, and parts to 
fng like the Garden of. Eden. O thou Fountain of Gardens,, My Prince hath 
dig'd, and opened thee in my heart, O thou heart, of rhe Father, with the 
Staff of hisSpirit...Open mine Eyes, O Blefled Spirit, that by thee I may ſee 
this Fountam, which by thee is opened in me! A. 

It was at the Fountain, that Jacob, and his beloved Rachel firſt mer. The 
Daughters of - Laban came thither to water their Flocks. But the-Well had a 
great ſtone uponir, which they could not move. Facob rolled away the Stone, 
and watered their Flocks for them : From thence they brought 7acob to their 
Fathers Houſe, knew. him for their neer Kinſman,and were marryed to him.[t is 
at this Fountain of Free-Grace, that the Lord Feſus, and the elect Soul firſt 
meet. Sin, Death, and Wrath make the Stone, which cover this Spring. The 
Lord Fefusrolleth away this Stone,that thou, and all thy Fathers Flocks with 
thee, all the Principles, and Powers.of Life in thee may dripk-of this Well. 
Here the Lord Feſzs. logketh upon.thee, and loveth: rhee. Here he maketh 
himſelf known! to thee, to be thy Brother, and taketh thee to be his Bride - 
From this Well he goeth home with thee unto thy Fathers Houſe, into thine 
heart,into thy natural Spirit,and thine Earthly Image,in theſe to marry thee to 
himſelf,to make the fruitful toEternalGlory,to encloſe this door of thy natural 
Spirit with Boards of Cedar, a Divine Beauty, Sweetneſs, and Incorruptibili- 
ty, to build upon the wall, of thine Earthly Image, a Palace of Silver, into 
which, he will invite his Father, the Holy Angels, all glorified Spirits to feaſt, 
and inhabit with himſelf, and thee. 


"There was often contention for Wells between the Servants of Abimelech, 


and the Servants of- I/aac. Theſe digged them,and the others ſtopped them up. 
Contend, O Believers, for'|this your Well of Free-Grace :. Suffer no eEgyp- 
tiens, or Philitines,to ftop it up by caſting in the Earth, or Stones, and Rub- 
biſh of Froe-H4/l, of any Wiſdom, Work, or Worth in the Creature. As 
Earth caſt into.a' Spring defileth. it : ſa by every thing of the Creature ming- 
led with.the Waters of. this Fountain, they loſe their clearnefs, their fweernels, 
their vertue. _ ;. 

Keep this Spring of the Fathers heart, of Free-Grace pure.. So ſhalt thou 
ſee a clear, ſhining deep of. Nivine Sweetnefſes without any Bottom, the Glo- 
rious Deep of Eternity-itſelf.. In the clearneſs of this Spring ſhalt thou ſee 
thineown Face. Fram. the freſhneG of this/ Spring thou ſhalt drink in per- 

petually new Floods of all living) Sweetnefles,. With the = Waters: of this 
Spring thou ſhalt preſerve thine heart ever new, ever ſoft, ever flouriſhing 
withiall Joys,ever fruitful inall Graces. O Saints! Keep this Love-Spring, 
the Fountain of Free-Grace open, keep it pure in your Spirits, Uſe. 2. 
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Uſes; FY Leaton this Divine skill, Q Chriſgans, which comprehenderh-ill the 
rich myſteries of the Goſpel in it. Riſe upmewlievery|momenr withialb things 
round-about-you owt of this Fountain of . Love: Ecernity; the Bolam 1of 'the 
Father.. Return | agam-eyery, moment with'all: your. woop: incor this: Foutitaja 
of Love, the Boſom of: the Father. Lay. your-1felves/down. 'for ever : herey 
Here alone is Feſus'Chrifs in-his naked Beauries, nakedly embraced.” +: 40} 
Seek, ſze, and enoy;all your pleaſant Relations, all-pleafant Un'ons in this 
Unity: of --Pivane Lave; the: heart of the Father, -as:in their proper 'Fountain, 
Here is the 'Fruth, here is the Late of them-ail; im their Original. Here! they 
are unchangeable.- Here: they are;. as Sun-beamg, before: they.come forth, Jets 
cend,divide, grow-ſhadowy, and-fading, I 43 COKE Ar HOG 6 10.591 
As we keep Flowers fref{h by. ſetting | their ſtalks 1n'Water : So fay of all 
your Relations-}in their ſhadows on Earth,of all your ſweer things with theio 
Sweetneſles ; Who is their Father? An(wer thy ſelf ; The Fountain of | Love: 
Then keep them with their ſtalks in this: Fountain.: Sa ſhall they be ever freſh; 
ever ſweet to thee. , + -/: » - i $959 2425] 2691 182i 
2, Perſon. The Love-Birth. God is Love: The three Perſons in the Trinty! 
are Love in a.shree-fold Form, and- Property; or in althreefold: Diftint, and ops 
poſite, Relation ro uſelf, within itſelf, for the enjoyment of itſelf _in the fe- 
cret of Eternity, abſtracted from all Creatures,- mhinitely before them, -and 
above them, I have ſpoken of the. frt.; Perſon in this Trinity of Divine Zovez 
the Father, the Fountain of Love in Eternity. I come now to ſpeak of the 
ſecond Perſop. 24 amt ben 43 + 
The,God-Hegd in the ſecond Perſon is. Diaine Lowe in its Erernal Bitthy and. 
Image, The Fountain ob Divine Love, which is. the Father, bringerh: forthe 
from itſelf, within itſelf .an Eternal Birth, the compleat- Image of itſelf, the 


- Supreme-Lovelineſs,and Beauty. This is our Feſ«s in the Boſom of the Father. 


I ſhall endeavour to 'draw the Curtain frem before this Blefled; and Glo- 
rious Birth of , Divine Love. the Beloved, the only oneaf all Holy, and Hea- 
venly Spirits. I ſhall endeavour to ſer this moſt defired, and; moſt pleaſant 
Perſon our Lord Feſ#s before the Eyes - of. your mind by five. Charaters, or 
Marks, The ſegond Perſon in the Trinity 1s. - 2. The Birch, or Image of. Dis 
vine Love. 2; The Firſt, 3. The Faireſt, 4- The Freſheft. 5. The Fulleſt 
Birth, and Image of Divine Love. 

I. Charafter. The Lord Feſus is the Birth, or Image of Divine Love.The 
Heathen in their Divinity tell us of two Zwin-Loves in Heaven, which exact- 
ly anſwer one the other. Thus Love,which is the Divine Nature,ſubliſterh in 
two Forms, wwo Perſons, the Father, and the Sow, which are 1wo Loves, and 
the ſame, equally compleat, equally \oving; equally lovely, equally beloved; 
Adam in Paradiſe brought, torth Eve to be ever before him, a meet belp fe 
him, So the Father, and Fountain of Love bringeth forth in its own Boſngn 
this Son of Love, this Divine Image of TY% be ever before it,a meet help 
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to it, that Love in: this ehtire, Image of itſelf may -perfetly behdld; polſek, 
enjoy, and multiply -arfelt 1o-Exernity.' / iu) 4 aa OA 
Mat. 3.115... 'The' Father ſpeaketh to Feſas Chriſti from Heaven + This is 
ww: Belowed, Son, in whens I am well pleaſed. Feſus' Chriſt is the” Siipremie'ob-- 
ject of Divine Love, the-Supreme Lovclineſs, and > the Birth; or Image of 
Divine Love, the Son of Loves. In Divine ny Rooeys or power 
brinketh forth its proper object, which 1s its perfection-from: itſelf, within'1t- 
ſelf; that-it may be independent, and undivided in all'itsJoys, iti all-its Glories, 
The Divine underſtanding isthe Sun, and Spring of Divine TYath,” which is 
the light. of its Life, its Obje; and! its-Beauty, *'The Divine-Will is' the cen- 
rer of all Divine goodneſs, whichs its, proper-Obyect, and Crown: ''Fhere it 
Eternally riferh up. There it Eternally reſteth.” So Divine Love in the Perſon 
of the Father is the Parent, and the'Bridegroom of the Divine Lovelineſs in 


the Perſon of the' Sori, This-is my Belowed. Son, ſaith the Father from Hea. | 


ven, in who 1 am well pleaſed.” All the Joys of 'the'Father are full; all his 
pleafures compleat here. Al] Seeds of Love in the heart of the Father are 
here-ſprung up into the fair Flowers'of all» Beaury, ito the ripe Fruit of all 
delights within his. own Boſom in the Perſon of Chriſ#. "This is the only Brrth, 


Iwage,.and Obje& of the Father, the Love-Spring ; its Birth, and its-Bride 


within itfelf. "The Father, the Love-Spring'bringeth forth this Love-Birth, 
and lovely-Image, the Son of Love ;..that Love may be both, a Bridegroom, 
and a Bride to itſelf. FEI SPSS NY Bb TOs BOLL 
'The Perſian Prince called Alcibiades. his Garden of Phaſure. The Father 
mthe Trinity isthe Fountain of. Love : The Son+is the'Garden of Love ri- 
fing' up within this Fountain. Here the: Father: of | Love: foweth all the pre 
cious Seeds .of Divine Love. Here fo ſoon, as they are ſown,they ſpring up in- 
to-ripe Fruits, of which the Father eateth, and with which he delighteth him- 
felf in his Garden, This 1s the Circle of Etermty ; Love Eternally fowing 
the rich Seeds, Eternally teaſting upon the ripe Fruits of 'Divine- Loye in his 


Gardenof Love... o 
Uſe. 1, Chriſtians, ſeek your ſelves; your Love-Birth in this Eternal Love- 


Birth of the Son. Seek the Original, and true image of your ſelves in this E- 


ternal Image of Divine Love. See your-ſelves, ſeeds of Love ſown in this 


Garden of Love from Eternity; ripe Fruits of Love flouriſhing in it Frer- 7 
nally. This is the deareſt Jewel of a' Saint ; that Jewel, which the Saints wear ® 
in their Boſom, next their heart,with the- ſight of which they renew their vi- | 
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gour, and their beauty, recreate all their ſpiritual ſenſes ; I mean the rich Jewel * 
of- Ele#ing Love, the Love of "Eleftion. In this Jewel' a Believer ſeeth with. 
the Eyeof+ his Faith God the Father, the Fountain of [ove m Eternity, God 7 
the Son an Eternal Birth of Divine 'Love from this Fountain, an Eternal 3 


Image, an Eternal Garden of Divine Love in this Fountain ; himſelf born in : 
this birth of. Loye, himſelf alovely Image in this Image of Love, himſelf « | 
A | Tree | 
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"Tree.of Love in this Garden of Love. Blefled+is he, who: bath this Teſtimo- 
. ny in-bis heart, and from:Heavenythir be wav Gorn bere 5 that here he roſe-up 
firſt out of the heart of the Father; that here he hrſ{t -appeared to'the Eye'of 
the Father; thathere:the Farher ſerhis Love upon him, and-took pleaſure in 
him. He hath ſaved us, ſaith'Sr.:Paul of the' Father, \Not according 'to works 
which we have done, but according to his own perpeſs and Grace given to us in 
Zeſus Chriſt before the World was, 2 Tim. 1.9, Grace given to us in Chriſt be- 
fore the World was. See your Love-binth'in:the -Eternal  Love-birth of "the 
Lord Jeſus, O-Believers; His purpoſe, and 'Grace pou to us in Feſus Chriſt bes 
fore the World was. See the Fountain of Divine -Loveimthe heart of the Fa- 
ther his purpoſe, and all the:Births,/all the Images, all 'the Gardens of ' Divine | 
Love riling upfrom the fweer, and blefled'depths of 'that Fountain, all com- 
prehended. in that only Birth, that: only: Image, that only Garden of Divine 
Love, the Lord Feſzws. 40+ 1/15 8990 
Uſe. 2. Seek this Love-Birth in your ſelves. When it pleaſed the Father to 
reveal bis Son 'in me ; (ſaith Et. Paul ſpeaking 'of - the new. Birth 'in himſelf. 
'When theFather openeth hjmfelf, as a Fountain- of Divine Love in your 
Spirits zwhen the-Lord Feſwsariſeth up,.and appeareth to you, as the Birth, 


2 and Itvage of Divine Love within this'Fountain 4 when your ſelves appear in 
* himone Love-Birth in this Fountain of Love together with him ; then may 
2 yourejoice, and ſay ; now I live ; now' Tam new-born from the Love-ſpring 
3 on high, in the higheſt Glory. You -rhat have the myſtery” of this Divine 
3 Birth revealed in you, who ſee the ' Garden off Loye':fleuriſhing in the midft 
3 of the Fountain of 'Love within youz3retire-into this Fountain, into the Gar- 
Z den in the Fountain, the Lord Feſus in the Boſom of the Father. Walk there, 
2 ſolace-your ſelves there,hide your ſelves among the 'Trees of Divine Lovelineſs, 
2Z -and Love fromthe ſtrife of Spirits. Here you ſhall be fed with the Fruit from 
7 theſe Trees, until the ſtorm 'of Wrath be over paſt. 


2. Charatter; The Son of God is the firſt Birth of Divine Love. Itis faid of 


3 him, Mic.'5. 3. His goimgs' forth ave from en—_—_— he gomps 'forth of 


I the Lord Feſus the firlt Birth, and Image of | Divine 


IS bt as » > = "52 $4 
ERS © 2.” HEE ITES 
T:> 8 . 


ve from the Boſom of 
the Father, the Fountain of Love are Eternal,” without Beginning. The go- 


2 ings forth of the Light, which isthe firſt, the beautiful Birth, and Image of 


the Sun, were from the beginning of- the Creation. So ſoon, as the Sun had 
a being, it had Beams, There was no moment, in which the Sun was without 
Its circle of Beams, no more, than the Beams were without the Sun. In like 
manner the Lord Feſis, who is the Light, the Brightneſs, the Beautiful Image 


- 7 of Divine Love had his Birth trom' Eternity together with the Being of -th 


2 Father. This Fountain in'Erernity was no'more without'this Image' the cir- 


| 
| 


7 cle of all its Beauties ſhining in the midſt of it, than this living, and lovely 
Image of all Glories was without its Founrain, from theunſearchable depth of 
2} whoſe Divine ſweetnefles it riſeth up contimally, The Father is no more 
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without the: Son, than the Son \ without the | Father. "Both are:from Eternity, 


both equally-Eternal in this ered Myſtcryand Trinity tof the Divine Nu 


aure,: of [Divine Love. : 1 93501 


Pxov. 8. Fhis Son of Love is brought in ſpeaking'of 4 bimſelf,,arid kis F: 
ther : Before the Mountamsawete formed, ere yet the foundations of. the Early 


vere laid, I was before him, as one brought up with him, his delight day by day 


| Before all the Creatures in Eternity, the Lord Jeſs alone was with the Fa.! 
ther, and none other belides him. He was bred up; together. with him, :the! 
. Lamb, the lovely, the beloved Birth, and. Object of all his Loves, the! delight? 
of his Eyes, that fed at his:Table, and lay/ tn his Boſom. If you ask now;! 


what the Father did, before he made:the World; the anſwer is full, and ſweet 'Y; 


the Father in the infiniteneſs of Eternity brought forth Feſws Chriſt, delightc(! 
himſelf in 7eſws Chrif, the only Birth of all his Love, and Deſires, the entir! 


Image of all his Loves, and Joys. 


Uje. If you would be Holy, Heavenly, and Happy, -if you would be per. 


fe&t in all Graces, Joys, and'Glories,--as yaur Heavenly Father is perfe&t : be 
like him in this. He is taken up with his Son eſus alone before, above a 


Creatures in Eternity, Let this Zeſzs-as he is the Birth, and Image of all D} 


vine Loves in the Father the Fountain of; Love be your only one, the onls : 


Birth, and beautiful Image of your Spirits, continually before you, bred u: 


with you into every Age, Form, and - State, your only. delight day by da : 
| This is the firſt Birth of Love, the Birth of Love in Eternity. Allthoſe Bin 


of Love, and lovelyImages, which are inthe Creature Shadowy, Finite, Fi: 
. ding. are here Subſtantial,a Spiritual,and Heavenly Subſtance,Inknite,Endlel: 


Ever-flouriſhing, | 


3-Charatter.TheLord Feſus,as be is the ſecond Perſon in the Trinity is the fai { 


Birth of Divine Love. We read, 1Cor,1.3.5.Love behaveth not. itſelf unſeemi; 
doth nothing uncomely.The word uncomely,{igniheth a want of Proportion, Hu 


mony,Order,Figure,which make all Beauty, and Muſick every where. Lot! 
can conceive, \can f5rm nothing within itſelf, can bring forth nothing frony 


irſelf, bur its proper Object, its proper effe&, which is ſuitable to it. Th 


is Lovelineſs, and Beauty. As the Trees of Paradiſe had their Seed in then} 


ſo every Birth of Love 1s in every part full of the Sceds of Love, by which 
begetteth Love again ; full of the Beams of Love, which kindle the five 
kear, and fre of Love. This is lovelineſs, which ſoweth the Seeds of Loy 
and ſendeth forth the Beams of Love into Spirits round about it. As the Sut 
the Supreme Eye of the viſfible World is to the Light: -ſo is Love, the E 
and heart of Eternity to lovelineſs. Lovelineſs 1s the proper Emanation, a 
Image of Love, by. which it planteth irſelt in all Eyes, and Hearts, attra&i 
all, things into-the Golden Circle, and Center, into the Glorious Palace of th 
Blefled, and Eternal Unity in. itſelf, which is itſelf. | 


Lovethen bringeth, forth Lovelineſs, and Beauty ; the Divine Love, a | 
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vine'Lovelineſs, and Beauty”; the Supreme Loye, the Supreme Lovelineſs,and 
FBcauty. So the'Lord Foſys is Beatty itſelf, a'Divine s Beauty, the Supream 
EBay, the faireſt Birth of 'Love,being rhe firſt, the only Birth of the Father, 
he Fountain of Divine Love, Love at the higheſt, Love in its firſt Sweetneſs. 
Fobn't.' 14. We, faith the Holy Apoſtle ſpeaking of eſus Chriſt, ſaw hs 
ry. Glory, the Glory, as of the yn. an Son of God. The Son of God is the 
2+-Fonly Birth of Love from the Father the Fountain of Love, in two reſpects; 
be Com paratively; Comprehenſioely. Firſt, The Lord Feſas is the only Birth, and 
hiYImage of Divine Love Comparatively for his excelling lovelineſs. We ſaw his 
Glory, as \the Glery of the Onlj-begotten of the Father. So greata Glory ſhinerh 
Fin his Perſoni, as darkneth all other Beaur:es, all other Births, and Images of 
{BL ove, maketh them quite to diſappear, and ſeem none at all. Secondly, Our Be- 
inMloved Feſus is the only Birth, and Fmage of Divine Love Comprehenſevely. All 
bis Saints are #n thine band. All Holy Births, and Images of - Father, the 
FSpring of' Love in' Erermty ; all Divine Lovelinefles the works of this curious 
\$ Workman ; all the Jewels of Beauty framed by the skill of the firſt, and Su- 
1Ypreme Lovein the heart' of the Father, all are comprehended in this Birth, and 
Simage, all adorn the Perfon of Jeſus'Chcriſt, are there in their higheſt luſtre, 
Hand take theit Beauty from him. Thus 1s the Son of God the faireſt Birth, 
Fard Image of Divine Love. 
3 Ub. 1. O Sinners! This is that Jeſus, who wooeth you, the faireſt of all 
Sthings, Beauty itſelf, the Divine, the Supreme Beauty. Obje& no more againſt 
Fhim, and your union with him. Ob. 'r. Say not, you are unworthy of him, it 
Fcannot be, that he ſhould love Creatures fo unlovely as you are. Arſ. He,who: 
Fwould be your Bridegroom; will be your Beauty, What Boſom of the High- 
(eſt, and Divineſt Love are you not ht for, when he, - who is the Higheſt, and 
YDivineſt Beauty is your Lovelineſs? Whar ſtains can appear ia you, when: 
:Fthe faireſt Image from the Fountamof Love comprehending in itſelf innume- 
on Yrable Glories, all Divine, all Supreme, deſcendeth upon you, and wrappeth you. 
Jup-entirely in irfelf 2” Obj, 2. Say not, you are unfit, you cannot believe his 
FLove, you cannot love him again, you ſhall never be pure, and lovely like him,. 
to pleaſe him, ro honour him. Af. He, who cffereth himſelf to be your: 
Beauty, and Lovelinefs, will be your Lover, your Bridegroom. This Glorious: 
vAYSpirit the Life of all Divine Lovelineſs will be the Husband of your Spirits. 
orfYAll your Fruit ſhall be from him. He, who is the faireſt Birth, and Image from: 
Jthe Fountain of Love, will be the Birth of all Spiritual, and Heavenly Beau- 
Woes in: you, of all Graces, Comforts, and Glories. He will be. the lovely Image 
ſpringing up, the root of Love, the heart of the Pather into your while Spirit, 
Q;Soul, and Body. Object then no more. Make plain his way. Lay open your: 
thWhearts to this Feſus, who cometh to be a Divine Beauty ro thy Perſon,a Divine: 
ZBridegroom to thy Spirit, the Divine Birth of Faith, of Love, of all Graces,. 
Glories,, Joys, and I:nmortality in thee. He will be better to thee than all* thy. 
vi | Righte-- 
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.Righteouſneh ; ſweeter ts, thee thanall tby.Luſts; Lovelier thangYlcheldals 


- 


of thine” F,yes, and, Heart; ;Fruutuller , than all thine hopes. ', . ....,_- 
Uſe. 2, O Saints ! Behold another. of your rich Jewels.' See-here thar Jewy, 
which when you wear, flleth Heaven, and Earth with the: brightnefs,! and 
ſweerneſs. of its light round about you ;- dazleth, blindeth, and confougdeth 
the Devils, that they cannot come near au to hurt you ; attrafteth, and draw. 
eth down the Angels from Heaven to gaze upon you, to admire you, to at- 
tend round about you, to encompaſs you, whitherloever you go; yea, allu- 
reth, raviſheth the heart of the Farher himſelf, co come, and inbabir, in, you, 
aying in his Songs of Love : This z my Beloved Birth, my Beloved 
Bride, in whom my Soul is well pleaſed. What is this Jewel- of 'the 
Saints ? Ir is the Righteouſneſs of thy Fuſtification. What 15 the Righte- 
ouſneſs of a Saints Fuſtification? It is this Feſws the faireſt Birth of Diyine 
Love, the faireſt Image of all Lovelineſs im the Eternal Fountain of Loye, 
the Boſom of the Father uniting himſelf to thee, .and making himſelf chy 
Lovelineſs, making thee one fair Image of Divme Lopye, one Divine, and, Su- 
Ppreme Beauty with himſelf. By vertueof this union, thorow Faith ;; where- 
ever he is ſeen, thy Perſon is ſeen togerher with that faireſt Image of Divine 
Love in the Fountain of Love. Wherever thou art ſeen rightly, there toge- 
ther with thee, and in thy Perſon is ſeen this faireſt Image of Divine Loye in 
the open Fountain of Love, the Fathers Boſom. "Thou art the Righteouſne/; 
of God in Feſus Chrift ; Thou art the Birth, and Image of Divine Love in 
the faireſt Birth, and la: 
Love. | 44 ns 
This is thy Beauty, thy Beloved, thy Feſus, O Believer, Truſt thy. If to 
the perfeAion, and covering Glory of his Lovelineſs. Lie down in the Boſom 
of his Beauties. Scek all Births, and Images of Love, which ever have been, 
are, or can be dear to thy* Soul in his Face the immortal Seat, and Eternal 
Spring-ſeaſon of thy ſelf, and them, 
4+ Charatjer. The Lord Feſus 3s the freſheſ® Birth, and Image of Divine 
Love, that is, of the Divine Nature. The Father, the Love-Spring un. Eterni- 
ty ſpeaketh to the Son, his Lowe-Berth thus : To day bave I begotten thee, Þ{al. 
2. The principal, and terminating ſenſe of theſe words is the Erexnal Genera- 
tion of the Son in the Trinity. Eternity 4s one continued day, ever preſent, 
never paſt, never to come, above all 'Succeſſion. So is the Generation: of this 
Love-Birth ever perfect, ever preſent, never paſt. This is true from one end 
of Eternity to the other, if we may ſo ſpeak of that, which bath neither 
Beginning, nor End, to 4ey bath the Father begotten the Son.. Erernity 5s Indi- 
wiſe. All As, all Foys, all Things of Eterwaty are together ot once, tone. 
Thereare three Rules, which our Divines lay down concerning this Act of 
the Generation of the Son by the Father in the Trinty. 
I. Rule, This Birth of Divine Love is perfe& from Eternity, perfeftly 
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of Divine Love in the midit of the Fountain of 
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ung up, perfeftly brought furth from-the Fountain of Love, the Boſom of 
on Thi hw of thiss the. Unity of the' Divine Effence. The Di- 
vineNarnre, the Eilmee of Love,the God-head 1s one, (equally Eternal in the 
Father, nd the Svc 05 7 M0116 36 99571: Þ1 16; 8 FEY 
2. Rule. The Lord Feſus the lovely Image of Divine Love is ever in the 
Birth, ever newly'' rrſmg upour-of the Fountain -of Love to Erernity. For 
the Actof Divine Generatioty, of the D. vine Birth im the Myſtery, and Trini- 
ty of ' Div ine Lo6ve' is Ecernal;one continued At from Erernity to Eternity. 
-- 4. Rule. Thx Birth, and Tinage of Divine Love, the Son ever lyerh in 1s 
Fountain, the Boſ6m of- the Farher.” This ariferh from the Unity of the Eſſence, 
abd the Union of the Perſons iv this glorious ſecret of Ecernat Love. Theſe. 
Love-Perſons in the fare Love-Subſtance areever diftin&t, never divided. 
Hoſe. 6. 3. The coming forth of Chriſt, as the anointed, and anointing of 
Divine Love; is ſaid to be, as the Aerning. The Love-Birth of our Feſus is in 
this ſenſe, as the Morning. Ir 1s ever new, ever freſh,” ever pleaſant, as the 
lovely Summer-Morning in its firſt Sweetnefles, and Light, in its Virgin-Pu- 
rities, and Pleaſares. It was a Divine Sentence of a Holy,. and learned Biſhop 
in the pritmitive times : All that © God doth'from Eternity to Eternity, is the 
bringing forth of Feſas Chriſt. The Lord ejſus is at'once a lovely morning for 
new, and freſh Sweetneſles; ever a glorious noon for the height of his Beau- 
ries, and the brightneſs of his light,-Heisa lovely Roſe ever inthe Bud, ever 
full-blown. © © © PTY 
Uſe. 1. Chuſe Chriſt : Refuſe the Creature. Take into- your Boſom this: 
Love-Birth of the Father. Caſt out of your Boſom your. own Love-Births- 
in the Creature.” All theſe are Flowers, which wither,” and dye' away, either: 
upon their ſtalk, or in your hand. Every thing: of the Creature declineth fo- 
ſoon, as it cometh to its height. The Lord Feſus is ever. the ſame, ever full,. 
ever freſh; a fruitful Autumn, and a floury —_— both in one continually. . 
This is your [uheritance Incorruptible, Undefiled, that paſſeth not away, 1 Pet.1, 
Uſe. 2. Ever believe, as freſhly, as freely, as at the firſt moment of your- 


| Converſion, as inthe firſt At of Believing. the Lord Jeſus. the ground and. 


obje& of your Faith js ever freſh, ever new. All thy Sins againft "the Spiri- 
tual Marriage-Bed of thine Heavenly Bridegroom in thine heart can make 
no impreſſion upon him. He 1s New-born to thee from the unſearchable- 
depths of Divine ſweetneſs 1n the heart of the Father eyery moment. He 
ſpringeth up a new Love-Birth in the Fountain of Love every moment with 
all his lovelineſſes freſh, fair, and full, like a Roſe new-blown ; as-if now alone: 
they had firſt appeared, IE ns ih | 

5: Charatter. Jeſus Chriſt in the ſacred Trinity 33 the fulleſt Birth, and Image- 


* of Divine Lowe from the Father, the Fountain of Love. Our Saviour is called: 
3 The Power of God, 1 Corin. 1. Whatever the Father hath brought forth from - 
2 theEternal ſpring of Love, of the GoJ-Head ; whatever he doth, whggever he. 


; {ball 
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ſhall, or can bring forth, to Eternity; all. is comprehended itythis.Lowe-Birghy 
in this Gloriqus, and full, Image of Love, of God, Feſus Chrifte, += 1: 


* 


The Father, the Fountain of Love, the ;Supream Unity | bringeth. forth., it. : 
(dlf into all variety in chis full Image of himfelf, his Son , qhat,he may reft in |? 
hs San, that his. Joy m_ be full.in,him.,. 1 253 i531 þ£ L 94.1 OF" - 'Y 

As the Father 5 the firſt Unity : ſo;rhe Son is;the firſt -diſtinion, or, varies |? 
ty. The firſt is the higheſt diftinftion, and variety , the, fulleſt; diſtin&tion, 2 
and-variety ; the Fountain of all diſtinftions. and varieties... As; the: Father »y. * 
the Unity of Love, the Love-ſpriag z ſothe Son is the variety af Love, the? 
entire Image of. all;Lgves, and Lovelinefles, All-thingsin Heaven, . in Earth, | 
and under the Earth lie together here in this' Image, in the pertect Harmony | 
of the Supreme Love, and Beauty, according to. their proper diſtinctions, a ? 
Branches of the firſt, the faireſt, and the fulleſt variety. J 

Uſe. 1. Withall thy ſtock of Life, and abilities, Traffick for. this great, 


5 


bo 


and rich Pearl the Lord Feſus. His price is beyond that of Rubies. All thy G&-| 3 
fires cannot equal him, All Prices are comprehended in his Price. All preciow|: 
things are in this Pearl. O that we underſtood with Spiritual Hearrs, that we}? 
faw with Spiritual Eyes, that we relliſhed with a Spiritual taſt this Love 3 
Birth, this Image of /Love, this variety of | Love, the firſt, the full diſtinQion, 
and variety, the Fountain of all diſtintions, and varieties in the Perſon & 7 
Chriſt, we ſhould then rejoice to ſee each dear,or difplealing object,each ſtate, 3 
and circumſtance of Life in its proper,and diſtin& Form, a diſtint.Form, a 
diftin&t Spirit of Divine Love, and Beauty,' immortal ſhining in this, Eternal © 
Spirit ; in this Heavenly Image:; Love, and Lovelineſs itſelf ; the firſt, rhe ful? 
left variety, all variety in oneentrre, and All-glorious .Form, the, .Fountain, of 
variety, Which is our Feſus. Ignatius being to die, ſaid: Let Sword, Fin, 
91d Beaſts, the Croſs, breakings of all my bones, tortures thorow all my body: 
fo I may find Chriſt, ſo I may gain Chriſt. If thou haſt Feſwus Chriſt, he is thy * 
Garland ; and all theſe are ſweet-ſmelling, Immortal Flowers in thy Garland; 
ke is thy Crown, all theſe are precious Stones, and Jewels in thy Crown. 4 
Sword in Chriſt is a living Form, and penetrating power of Divine Love, & 
viding between Fleſh, and Spirit, the Bone,and the Marrow in thee ; piercing? 
to the Bottom of thine heart,to open the Fountain of Eternal Life, and Jon 
in thee. The fire ſpringing up in this Love-Birth-is a flame of Love workin? 
thee into one Heavenly flame with itſelf,and to this end embracing thee, win'Y 
ding itſelf into allthe ſecrets of thy Body, and Soul. The Teeth of wil 
Beaſts owing in this Image of Divine Love are the Eternal Spirit, th: 
Spirit of .Love feaſting upon thee, and then feaſting thee upon itſelf. The} 
Croſs in this Gardenof. Love is a Tree of Eternal Love, thou art the fair, ani 
ſweet Fruit upon this. Tree. The breakings of Bones looked upon in thi'Y 
myſterious Glaſs of all-varieties, the Eternal Word, the Eternal Image of 
Love arg no Wounds, but Divine Anointings. The tortures of the whok 
| | | Bodj# 
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Body tre the coſtly perfume of Love poured forth upon the head of the Sa- 
crikcer, and running down all along to the hein of his Garments. 
Uſe.2.Haſt thouFeſu:Chriff? Care tor nothing more.1n him are all things gi- 
ven thee richly to enjoy.It he be come to thee, look for no other thing. T here 
isnothing can come after h:m. He is the full Birth,and Image of Divine Love. 
The vanity, and emprineſs of the Creature is exprefied by Sclomen after this 
manner: What is that, wiich hath been ? It zs that, which us ; and what is that, 
which is to come? It i that, which hath been, It is named already It us man. 
So do thou expreſs the variety, and tulneſs of Feſws Chriſt. So quench all 
other Loves in thee. W hart is that, which hath been ? Ir is that, which is. What 
is that, which ſhall be? Ir is that, which hath bcen. lr is all named in Feſus 


E Chriſt. If thou haſt Jeſzrs Chrift, thou art rich to God, thou haſt all his 'T'rea- 


ſure. Now ſing thy Soul to a Divine ſleep, and ret in the Bofom uf Divine 


7 Lovewith theſe words: goto reſt, O my Soul. "Thou haſt all good things 
"7 laid up for thee inthe Perſon of thy Je/ws to Ercrnity, 'I'he Boſom of the Fa- 
uz ther, the Fountain of Love is opened in thee. 'The Lord J«-ſ#s, the full Birth, 
7 the full Image, the full variety of Love ſpringeth forth trom this Fountain 
'Z for thee. 


Poets ſy, that every Spring hath at the bottom of it a palace of Pearl, in 


2 which the Divinity, the God of this Spring dwellcth. God che Father is the 

2 Fountain of Love. The Lord Je riſeth up in the rich depths of this Foun- 
# rain, asthe Palace of Eternity, compoſed of} all variety in moſt precious 
EZ Forms, and Figures; furniſhed with, inhabited by all variety in all Beautiful, 

2 and Heavenly Images; in the dreſs of all Divine entertainments ; in the form 
Z of all Glorious, and Eternal Spirits lowing continually with all manner of 
2 Sweetneſles. O Saint ! O Believer ! Thou haſt this Fountain, this Palace con- 

2 cinually open in thee. Open thou the Eye of thy Faith. Look upon the Trea- 

F fures of it ; if thou canſt number them, if thou canſt comprehend them. Se- 

2 parate thy ſelf through defire kindled in thee by the ſtrength of thy Faith,and 

Z thy Love. Deſcend into this Fountain, Dwell for ever in this Palace, and in- 

2 termeddle with, enjoy all ſubſtance. | 


L have ſpoken or the eo firſt Perſins in the Trinity, I come now to the third. 
2. Perſon. The Hily Sparit, the third Perſon in the Trinity is the Lowe-union 


IJ between the Lowe-Spring, and the Love-Birth ; the Father, and the Son. The 


Holy Ghoſt h th his name from Breathing. Eternal Love ditinguiſhing itſelf 
into two Perſons, the Father, and the Son,. from both theſe by a confpiration 
of Love doth breath forth itſelf into one third perſon, the Holy Spirit, in 


FF which they both ſtand two diſtintt Perfons in one third Perſon, which is the 
2 Love-union, the golden Marriage: knot of them both, The Holy Spirit is fre- 
FX quently exprefled in Scriptures by an Oimrment.Several rich Spices breath forth 
&themſclves into one coſtly ointmenr.TheSpices all meer m one preciousForm,in 


which they ſtil! retain their own diſtinct torms, rhe ſweetnefles, and vertues of 
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the ſeveral Spices breath forth themſelves into one pleaſant perfume, itwhich | 
all the ſeveral ſweetneſles remain diſtin&t,mutual penetrating,and infuling each | 
the other in that one ſweetneſs diſtin&t from them al!, So the | Father, and * 
the Son by the force, and myſtery of Divine Love. brearh forth themſelves in« 4 
toone diſtinCt Perſon, the Holy Ghoſt, in wh:ch they ally remam diſtind, 
diſtin&tly, and mutually , penetrating, poſleſling, enjoying the Perfors 2 
of each other, with their Properties, Powers, Sweetneiles, and Beauties © 
in that one. "This one is diſtinct from buth, becauſe ir comprehendeth both 
diſtinctly in one. "This is the Love- union between the Forntaim, and the Birth, | 
or Image of Divme Love. 4 


It is a ſaying, which Thomas Aqumas citeth from Sr. Auſtm : Whateve Þ | 
there is of Sweetneſs, of Pleaſantneſs, of Complacency, of Delight, of Foy, «ef Þ , 
Lowe, of Lovelineſs, of Agreeableneſs, of Suitablene/s, of Harmony any where; Þ} | 
i z the Holy Ghoſt, The reaſon is this : All Colours with their feveral F, 
Beauties are the mixtures of ſhade, and light. Children are the Parents uni-/! 
ted. So every thing of Love, or Beauty ; every Divine Work, and Operz- Fj 
tion thorow Heaven, and Earth 1s the Love-union between the Father, the 1 
Fountain of Love, and this lovely Image, which is both the Birth, and the? 
Bride of Love, of the Father. All Pleafartnefs, all Divine Acts of Creation, ? 
and Providence with their ſeveral Lights, Lives, Loves, and Vertues are thi 
Love-union in its lovely extent, and vaſt variety. The Pſalevi/t faith of God: F; 
Thou haſt fretched owt the Heavens by thy Breath, by thy Spirat. The Heaven} 
are the Beauty, the Pleaſantneſs, and Joy of the Divine Appearance, and thi? | 
Divine Operation, which 1s the Lowve-Image, and the Love-Birth every where, 

Uſe. 1. Pray, O Chriſtians, for the Heavenly Eye-falve of the Holy Ghii"Þ 

' to anoint the Eyesof your minds. What Blefled fights ſhall you then ſue eve? 

' Ty where ? What Heavenly Viſions of Divine Love, and Beauty upon th? 
Spiritual Bed of Eternal Love ſhall you mect with m every object? In even. 
work of God, in every a&t of Providence you will ſee the high, and gloriou” 
Trinity ; the adored, and amiable myſtery of Eternal Love; the three Bear F: 
tiful, and Bleſſed. Perſons of this Trinity, of this myſtery ; the Father, thi? 
Fountain of Love, the'Son the Fathers Lovely Birrh, Bride, in their Love! 
vinion, on their Heavenly Marrmage-Bed Gguring themſelves, and ſhining wi! 


the naked,fubſtantial Glory thorow the Figure. You will ſay to the ſweerne3 

of . every Flower, to the Beauty of every proſpe& in your walks: this'is the 
Loye-union between the Father, and the Son; this is the fruit of the Ma 
riage-Bed, on which the Father of Loves, and his Lovely o_ his Son, an 


his Bride lie eternally embracing each other, This is the perfume, this is th 
loftre of the holy Spirit. You will ſay of every Sickneſs, Sorrow, and Death; 

Here alfo is the Lowe-1t0r. Theſe alſo are Love-Births, Love-Images fron; s 
the Marriage-Bed of Lovein Eternity. Theſe alſo are Doves with Wings d 


Silver, and Feathers of Gold from that Mother-Dove, the Holy Spirit, 1! 


[379] | 
LovegMarrage between the Father, and the Son in the moſt Eoiy "I'rint' 
2 Uſt. 2. Give Glory to the Perſons of this blefled Trinity, to this iny{tery 
| 7 of Divine Love continually. Doſt thou perceive any good principle in Grace, 
* F or nature putting forth itſelf in thee, Give thanks, and ſay : This is the Fa 
» MF ther, the Fountain of Divire Love opening himfelf, and fpringing in we. 
* 2 Doſt thou feel any ſweet Appearance of Truth,or Goodrel:,Light or Love in 
$ 27 thy Spirit ? Regoyee, and ſay, this is the Son, the Love-Birth,the Love-Image, 
a 27 the Lord Jcſus rifing up from his Fountain, the Boſor of the Fatker in me. If 
, Þ there beany Vertue, any Power, any Plcaſantnefs,auy Joy,any Life of Love : 
3 lift up thine heart, and hands on high, ſay : This is the Eove-union, the Loves 
Y 2 knot in the moſt high, and Holy 'Frinity ; this is the Holy Spirit, the Mar- 
ff 3 riage Bed of the Eternal Bridegroom, and Bride, the Father of all Loves, the 
'; & Image of all Lovelineſſes. This is thy high, and Heavenly Marriage-Bed, 
a 2 which is now Green, flouritthing, and truntul in me. 
3 Uſe. 3. Let this be the mark, at which thou aimeſt, O Believer, to. be ta- 
+Fken up into-this Love union, into this Erernal Marriage-Bed ; to be. cne with 
he She Father, and the Son, as they are one in the Unity of the Spzrzz. 
[ have now finihed the /2/# Argument for the confirmation of that propa» 


NM, L tion, Gog is Love. The Argument was this ; The myſtery of the Trintty 1s a 
Ws Snyfery of Divine Love. Let me conclude this Areumeant with one general 
d: 4 Jſe. ; ” 

3 Uſe. Hold faſt the Doftrine of the Holy Trinity. Study it with bumble,pure, 


3 piritual underſtandings, with rhe Scriptures in your Eye, as your mark to 
Fuide you n- your way, with the Holy Ghoſt in your heart, as yous Light of 


I ife, todiſcern your mark, your way,and your end. 
V2 It is adeep, and Divine contemplation, that of a Learned, Acute, and Hea- 
the? ly Perſon : God hath two Boxes, in which he hath laid up his Jewels ; the 


carnation, and the Trinity. God hath opened one Box, the Incarnation, 
"F here we have ſeen rich, and ſparkling Jewels in the union between the Di- 
a Sineand Humane Nature here below, God manifeſted in F:efh. Bur O! What 
E&-vels ſhall we ſte, what Loves, what G!lorics, what Unions, when God, ſhall 
Hpcn hisother Box of the Trinity, when we ſhall ſce God juſtified in the 
*Wirit ? 
The Trinity 15 the Supream,. the Soveraign myſtery of the Goſpel ; the 
undation of fair Colours, upon which all evangelical. myſteries are builr; 
Se Fountain in Eternity, trom which they flow. Then ſhall we underſtand 
© myſteries, when God'ſhall take the vail from before thiz, which is the entire, 
24d clear-ſhining' Face of the God-Fead, Here is-che Sypream Uniy,rhe Foun- 
Win of all Love, Life; and Light. Here is the variety, of Love,, and.of Lifez 
1s faireſt Light, in its firſt, and fulleſt Image. Here 1s the Love-union, the 
h Freafury, the curious Spring, the golden Band of all Unions, Motions, 
fires, and Joys: Bleſſed is he, who with Eyes waſhed in this Fountain 
Cech looketh 
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looketh into. it, ſeeth himſelf, and all Divine Myſteries. there Unvailed. Sv 
Auſtin wiſhed to have ſeen Chriſt in the Fleſh. O. how much more Divine, and 
Blefled a SpeRacle is it to ſee Chriſt in the Spirzr, that is, in the Glory of the | 
Trinity. , the Three Perſens in One with all their Eternal Beauty, fully, and |* 
freely ciſplayed. Pray for, Wait for, Look up continually into the Heights, Þ? 
and, Lights o. the Spirit for this ſight. 

AT have now brought to an End my /aft Deſcription of Divine Lowe, which 
4 is the Divine Nature. God ts Love. | will ſeal up this Sweet, and Soveraiga |: 
Truth of the Goſpel with One Uſe. | 

Uſe. If you will be Children of God, be Children of Love. God is Love. Love Þ 
15 the Divine Nature in God, and in all His Holy Ones. 1. Beware of z 
Luft, the Corruption of Love. %. Beware of Paſſin the Comrariety. to | 
Love. | ; 2 
1. Beware f Luft the Corrnpticn of Love. The Corruption of the beſt Þ- 
Thing is the Worſt. All Luſt is Love degenerated, Love Corrupted. Love | $ 


is the Beſt of all things; Love in its pur'ty, at its Height, is the Godhead in Þ 
God, Luſt is the Formality, and Eſſence of the Devil, as he is a Devil. St.. Þ 
Fude teacheth us ; that fleſhly Luſts are the fimilitude of that Firſt fin of the Þ 
Faln Spirits, which mace them of Angels Devils. 3 
Txion in the Poets loved a Goddeſs, in the place of whom he embraced a |: 
Cloud formed into the Shape of a Divine Beauty. 'Thus he became the Father | * 
of the Centaures, half Men, halt Beaſts. Then he was caſt into hell where he |: 
is faſtened to a Wheel turniny continually round, on which he istormentcd | 
day, and night. This P.rabic is meant of thee, Q Luſtful Spirit : Thou wert 
made-for Divine Love, fr the Love of the Divine Beauty. 'Thus haſt chang: | 
ed, this Love into var:ous Iiſts. Thou dehiieſt thy ſelf with Shadows, Clouds 
of Darkneſs formed into the Empty Snapes of Beauty. Inſtead of the Divine, 
and Humane Nature in the Blielied Harmony of an Immortal Union, all thy 
Births, all thy Production are Horrid hateful monſters ; Man, Beaſt, and De- | - 
vil all in One Spirit, in One Perſon. Thy end is the Endleſs Circle of thy Luſts, w 
and of the Divine wrath, as the Wheel ot Erernity, a. Wheel of Fire, hold- | : 
iwg thee faſt tied ro it, and torturing thee without any, Reſt, or Period. F 
2 Beware of Paſſion the Contrariety to Lowe. Sampſon tied Foxes together | | 

by their Tails with Firebrands between them. So he ſent them forth to burn ? 
up the ſtanding Corn of the Phil;tines i the Fields. O men ! when ye fall * 
from the Wiſdom of God into the Subtlety of the Serpent, you become Fox- 
es, not Men. Your Luſts, your Carnal Intereſts are your. Tayls, by which |? 
you are tied together in all your Unions, and Commerce ;. your Paſſions are 1 
Fire-brands faſtned'to vour Tayls. Thus the Devil ſendeth ycu forth to de- 
face, and conſume the Beauties, the Peace, the Comforts each of other, of the 
whole Creation round about you. Behold the true Figure of Paſſionate Per- # 
ſons, whoſe Wrath, Envy,Hatred,Maliceare Firc-brands Kindled from. Hell I 
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and faftned to their Lufts, as to their tails, in which they carry then, burning, 
about thorow all things. 

In the Holy of Holies was placed a Mercy-Seat all of Beaten Gold, the 
Throne of Grace, the Throne of Love. Our ot this 'Throne of one piece 
with ir, roſe up two Cherubims of Beaten Gold. They ſtretched forth their 
Wings. they ſer their faces one to the other. They together looked Cown to 
the Mercy-Sear, This 1s the Heavenly Figure of your Chriſt, and you, O ye 
Children of Love, in your Love-Union, and Spiritual Communion. God in 
Chriſt, Chrilt in the Glory of the Father is the Golden Mercy-Secar, the 
Throne of Love. "The Saints are the Cherubims, the Children of Love riſing. 
up from the Throne of Love, of one piece of Gold, of one Love-Spiric 
with ir. With their Faces, their Divine part they look one to another, and 
maintain a mutual ſociety. They ſpread their Hearts, their Spiritual under- 
ſtandings, their Spiritual afteCtions to each orher, and ſo meer, {6 embrace. 
With united Spirits they look down to the Throne of Love in the midſt of. 
them, out of which they grow up together, from which they continually 
draw freſh Beams, freſh Love, Life, and Joy, | 

O Saints, O Holy Souls be rooted in Love, grow up out of this Throne. 
of Love, Shiue forth with Faces of Love, ſpread forth wings of Love. Be 
in all things one piece, one pur? Gold of- Divine Love with the Throne of 
Love, the Divine Nature. For God is Love. | 

] am now come to the period of my difcourſe upon the fir part of m 
Dodtrine ; The Lowe of Gi F : PP? ln 

The ſecond part 18 the Effuſion, or pouring forth of Dive Love. 

I-ſhall expreſs this to you by fx Properties, The Love of God is poured 
forth in Feſus Chriſt. 1. Freely. 2: Purely. 3. Plentifully. 4. Powerfully. 


$5. Effentially. 6. Eternally. 


1. Property The Love of God w pcured forth in Feſus Chriſt freely. 2 Sam. 
7. 21. David is brought 1n,. asa Type of Jeſus Chriſt. He fitteth in the 
Temple be:ore the Lord, when he was ſerled in his Kingdom, and at the 
height of his Rogy Glory. 'Thus Jeſus Chriſt fitteth upon his Throne in the 
hizheſt Heavens before his Father. He diſcourſeth to his Father of the won- 
ders of his Fathers Love, and his own Glory. What is my Fathers Houſe, that 
thou baſt brought me hitherto ? wv. 18. 1 was a Man, a poor Creature, a Worm 
of the Earth, Earthy, as the Duſt of the Earth, as low, as the neathermoſt 
parts of the Earth, as low, and naked, as the firſt principle of the firſt Crea- 
tion, when the Earth was empty, and yoid, when darkneſs covered the face of 
it : This was my Fathers Houſe, Yer thou haſt brought me hitherto, thou haſt 
brought me to thy right Hand, far above all Principalities, and Powers, all 
Heavens to thy Throne. Thou haſt given me a new Name above every Name,.. 
a Name, that eminently comprehenderh all Names in it ; a Name, that. infi- 


| rutely.tranſcendeth all Names. Thus Love 1s poured forth: in Chriſt. 
" Teſus - 
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Tcſus Chriſt goes on in the Perſon of David. And this was yet a ſmall q 
ehing in thy fight ; O Lord God ; thou haſt ſpoken of thy Servants Houſe for 4% 
great while to comey/V. 19. This, O my F arher, which thou haſt wrought f6 M , 
wonderfully ; theſe mighty Works, theſe Miracles of Divine Love, and Glo 
ry in my Perſon ſeema ſmall thing to thee. "Thou haſt ſpokea of my Houſe, 'Y | 
my Church, my M:mbers, my Seed to reign with. me in the ſame Kingdom } 3 
of Giory to Eternity. | 3 

Then Feſus Chriſ&raiſeth this Love to the higheſt point of Admiration, to 
a ſtate of tranſcendency above the capacity,and comprehenlion of allHumane 
Hearts, of all Created underſtandings. Is this the manner of Man, O Lord 3 
God ! Is there any thing among Men, in the compaſs of the Creation, to * 
which this Love can be likened, or with which it can be compared? Is.there * 


any where any Image, Figure, or Reſcmblance of fuch a del:gn, ſuch, a work 4 


of Love, and Glory? [- 
Thus Love is poured forth in the Perſon of the Lord Jeſus, See now, how 7 
freely it is poured forfh. According to thine 02un heart haſt thou doe all this, | 
©. 21, Indeed he bringeth in firlt ; For thy Words ſake ; for thy Promile ; for '* 
thy Sons ſake, thine Eternal Word, thine Eſſential Image, the Ground: of thy 7 
Promiſe ; the Subjetfof thy Love, and Delagn ; the Patcern, and Madel of 3 
thy Work, But this yvord ſpringeth from that Root, to which all is ulti- 
mately referred ; the'Heart of God; According to. thing own Heart haſt than 7 
done all this. | | I 
The Heart of God is the Fountain of living Loves, which ſpringeth up 3 
Freely of its own accord to Eternal Joys,.and Glories in. the Perſon at Chriſt, 3 
The Love of God. in Chrift receiveth its Beginning, Farce, Form, Faſhion, 
and Finiſhing from the Heart of the Father. Al the Works of God, ane ſaid 4 
in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, to have been Finiſhed from. the Beginning of the | 


tVorld. All the Loves, of. God, all the Works of Divine Love manifeſted, and 7 


wrought. in the Blefſed Perſon of our Lord Feſus were finiſhed tram Etergity % 
in the heart of” his\Futher. | Z 
All Tides are from the A&ftuation of. the Sea. 'The Sea boyling; up fram: its, 7 
Bottorn, as it riſeth, and dilateth. ſelf, poureth forth floods of Waters into: all 7 

Rivers which run. along in the Boſom of the Earth, 'The Heart. of 'Gad is the 2 
great Sea of Love. This from, its own. Divine Heat, Height, and Fulnef flleth 7 
all Spirits with. its Heavenly Floods in the Boſom of Feſus Chrif. v 
The Will inthe Soul: is faid: by a learned: Man to be Amplitudo Intelledvis, © 
the underſtanding in ins full extcat. Lye :: 3 
"The Love of God. poured. ftorth-upon, the Perſon of Chrift;; and:upon all 
the Saints, upon all things in him, 1s. Amplitado Cordis Diomathe largenels of 
Gods Heart, the Heart. of God in its full extent, and latitude. So Dewid ad- * 
deth in the ſame place, that God. doth. all this zo. ſhew his Greatneſs, the Great- Þ 
#2es of bis Heart; for he ſaith ; This 1s, to: make thy Servant: know; v. 2:1. Þ 
| To 8 
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7 To difplay thy elf, ro draw a pertect drayght of thy{elf in the Perſon of 
2 Chriſt. In what ? The next verſe expretieth it. J#horefore thou art Great. v. 2:%«: 
| James 1.5. God 3s ſaid to give to all men Uberally, and to upbraid none. Love 
2 6 implyedin rhegift ; Freedom in the liberaluty, and* gentleneſs without re- 
2 proach. "The Perſon of C brift is lignified im theuniverſality ; AJ Mer. Chriſt 
2 ;;0ne among the reſt of Men, C5r1ft is the Fulneſs of Mankind. He rook not 
2 upon ham the Perſon, but rhe nature of man,unreftrained toany parricularPer- 
'Z fon. His Humane Nature was not a Branch, or an Apple, but the Apple-Tree. 
3 Therearetwoexpreſlions, waich St. James makethuſe of here ro- ſor forth 
3 the Freedom of Divine Love m the eftuhons of ir. 
* 1. He giveth Lyberally. The Word m Greek is S-wply, without any Re- 
7 ferve; without any Divilion of the Heart, Simplicity is Unity ; The 1ntenr- 
I neſs of the Mind upon One Thing. "The heart of God, All the "Thoughts of 
3 his heart, All rhe Powers of the Godhead, All theD:vine Attributes areunired, 
Z and inrended upon 'T'his One Thing alone ; Love-poured forth on the Perſon 
" 7 of the Lord Feſ#s. Wo | 
> 3 Simplicity is without Alteration, or Compoſition. Theheart of God is{m- 
r 2 gle in this, Natural,unchangeable. "This is the One Thing, the Onely Thwng 
c ® of God's heart. This is the S:mplicity of the Divine Operations from E'crnity 
tk 
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* FroErerniry ; The Effulion of Love in the Perſon of Chrilt There may be 

” Z many Shadows, many Vails ; many Wuindings : Bur this 4s the Simplicity, the 
naked Face of the Divine Detign, of the Divine Work from the Beginning to 
3 the End ; as it lieth in the heart of God, 

1 23 2, Upbraiding none To upbraid, is to obje&t ſome Evil, as an Argument 

* Fof withholding ſome ACt of Love, or exerciſing fome A&t of Wrath, Fohn. x. 


; $2.9, Jeſus Chriſt is called the Lamb, which rakerh away (op, tollit, taketh-- 
; ap,beareth) the Sins of the World. When the Father was to pour forth his Love: 


/ F$upon Chriſt he did not reproach him ſaying; Thou halt the Sins of all the 


3 World upon thee. Thou haft upon thee Millions of Whoredomes, Adulteries, 


F Flnceſts, Treaſons, Witchcrafrs, Murthers, Idolatries, Rebellious 1 :aſpem'es, 
2 Horrid Profanenefles, Apoſtalies,Spiritual wickedneſles inHeavenly, Angelical, 
2 DivineForms,the properSins of Devils. Thou haſt many Davids, Ammons, Ab(a- 
Roms, Manaſſehs, Mary Magdalens, many Peters, many Judas's im thee ; and 
"Fcomeſt thou to me for Love ? How can I give thee my Love? Inftead-of this, 
ZFwhen he is Baptized into that publick Minitry, in which he profeffedly bexr- 
Seth the Sins of all the World before Men and Angels, in which he beareth 


FHeavenopeneth upon-him, the God-Head deſcendeth upon him viſibly in a 
Jliving Form of Love, in 'the Form of a Dove ; a voice cometh to him from 
he Father : The is my Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. 

s St. Paul ſaith Lowe rhinketh no Evil. Solomon fanh ; Love covereth All 


ner 


"Fthe Perſon of the greateit Sinners, thatever were m the open Eye of Heaven ; - 


, im, When the Father ſhould -expreſs Love to Chriſt in the Perſon of a Sin- - 
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ner ; he doth not objcft thy Unlovelinels, thy Filth, thy want of Love, thy 
enmity; neither to deny Love, nor to make the manner of expreſling love 
leſs ſweet, lels lovely. No. As the Seo, when it floweth covereth all the Sand ® 
on the Shore round abour, with Multitudes of deep Waters, ſoGod, when | 
he pourcth forth his love in Jeſ#s Chriſt drowneth Eternally the innumerable Z 
multitudes of thy Sins with mighty, and untathomable Seas of Love, which © 
never returnto leave rhem naked, or bare to any Eye any more for ever. 2 
God poureth forth his Love in Jeſus Chriſt freely; that is. 1. Naturalh, 7 
2. Nakedly. g. Indifferently. 4 
1. God poureth forth his Love in Chriff Naturally, Mar. 3. 17. This is m 3 
Beloved Son ;, in whom Iam well pleaſed. Every Faculty, or Power is carried 
forth naturally to its proper obje&t. Jeſus Chriſt is the proper object of the A; 
Fathers Love. | 
The moſt perfeSt work of Nature in every thing is to bring forth its like, ? 
'Then nothing ſo Naturally, ſo Powerfully attraCteth love, fo ceiighterth, 4 3 
this fimilitude doth. "The moſt p=rte&t, and perpetual Act of the Divine Ns! 
ture in the Father is to bring forth the moſt perfect Image of himſelf in th'F, 
Perl.nof Chrift ; then to pour forih himſelt in all Divine Loves, and Plex: 
ſurcs into h's Boſom E. 
Pleaſure accompanieth all natural operations. Plezſure naturally draweth 
every Spirit. Feſs-Chriſ# drawerth the Heart of the Father, all his love en 
tirely to himſelf; 'becaule the Father is pleaſed in bim, He is rhe Reſt, and} 
Joy of his Father, | G 
Three Things follow upon This 1 aturaineſs of the Father's Love in Chriſt; 
I. Sweetneſs ; 2. Force ; 3. Duration. AR 
I. Seerneſs. That is ever Sweeteſt, which is moſt Natural. Live Honey, 
is moſt eſteemed); becauſe ir droppeth Naturally of its own accord trom thi 
Honey-Comb. /Fhou, who hungreſt after the Love of God, lye down in the 
arms of 'thy Feſus. There Love will drop and fall from the Heart of the F* 
ther into the Mouth of thy Spirit, as Freely, as Naturally, as Sweet]y, as t1:% 
Live Honey from the Hony-Comb. & 1 
2. Force. That,which is Natural, hath the Greateſt Force in it. Every Ni: 
tural Agent worketh to the utmoſt of its Power. Thou, who wanteſt Lovezz 
be found in Feſus Chriſt. As the Sun every moment poureth forth All hu, 
Beams trom every part of him becauſe he ſhineth Naturally : ſo will the F# 
ther pour forth himſelf in Millions of Loves from every Point of his Hean 
of his Godhead ; he will pour forth himſelf in All his Loves; he will pou. 
forth himſelf All in Loves upon Thee in Feſus Chr. For the Father, as Nu 
turally 'loveth\in Teſ«s Chriſt ; as the Sun ſhineth. bf 
3- Duration. Nothing violent, unnatural continueth. Pſal. 30. 5, His ange 
endereth but a moment. In his favour there is Life. Clouds, and Storms ll 
not long. They are a violence upon the Air, and Przternatural toir, Calan, 
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YZ Serenities | and Clear Sunſhines, are -its Natural Srate. Clouds, and Storms 
ſe a of wrath are a Force upon the Divine Nature, Strar ge roO it, a Diſguiſe upon 
d F ir. The Blefſed Calms, Serenities, and Sun*ſhines of Loves of Love are its 


1 'F proper State. Comfort thy ſelf then,O aMlifted Soul ! The rain will be over ; 
le Z the ſtorm will be paſs away. The ſweet, and clear, the Golden, the Glo- 
a 'F rious ſmiles of Love will return after the Storm, and Rain. Theſe willreſt the 
| F laſtin the Faceof God, and upon thy Spirit. Wrath is but for a moment ; ar 
h F longeſt the moment of this Life, this Shadow, this ſhort Dream of Lites. The 
2 Truth of Life, the Perpetuity of Life, Eternity is for Love. - | 
"3 2 God pourerh forth his Love in Chrift Nakedly. John. 3. 34 God giveth 
ed 3 him his Spirit without Meaſure. The Spirit is Love in a Living Perſon, in its 
FErernal Subſtance, in its Native Seat, in its Unlimited Freedom ; as. Light in 
Zthe Sun. God ſaith ro the Lord Feſus ; I will not ſtand to nieaſure out my Love 
Ko thee. Take it All. I will not give thee a Jewel out of my Cabinet ; but m 
4 $Cabiner of Jewels. 1 wiil not give thee an App'c of Love oft from the Tree; 
+*Þut the Tree of Love, with all ripe, and pleaſant Fruits of Love, bang- 
i 9"g upon it. I will not give thee ſome Spice from the Iilind ; bur rhe I{lind- of 
+ Spices, the Land of Loves, where they grow, and increaſe eternally. ] will give 
bce the Intinue,Erernal Spirit of Love himſelf, where all che 'Trealures of Love 
tre without number, meaſure, or End. | 
M23 The Face of Divine Love in Feſ#s Chrif# hath no Vail upon it, though 
ne ever ſo thin ; no Cloud upon it though never fo tne : No. Its Love thineth 
ZForth in Jeſus Chriſt with a na+ ed face; in its Strength, with all its Beauties, 
N22! irs Sweetneſles. | 
3 Thou, who art weary, who art heavy laden with any D=bt, any Burthen 
fg: Guilr, Sin, or Sorrow ; come lay thy head upon th's Pil'ow, ; the Naked 
hey cart of God in the Naked Buſom of Jclas Chritt. Here thou wilt flzep,and thy 
e's cep Will be ſweet to thee ; thou wilt forget thy Debts, and Cares ; thou wilt 
"1 el no weight, no burthen upon thee any more. 
OY 2. The Love of God poureth forth itſelf in Chriſt IndiFerently, that Is, 1, 
JF itocut Diſtintite ;, 2.ithout Condition. 
Wl 1. The Love of God poureth forth itſelf in Chriſt without Diſtin&ion. John. 
VS. 16. God [o lowed rhe 15r1d, that he gave bis onely-begetten Son ; that whoſe 
er believerh in him, ſhcu'd not periſh ; but ſhould have everlaſting Life. Ler 
Y Sinners, Ict all the Sou!s of all Mankind hear this. All Perſons, all States, 
$d D: grees ; the Perſons of ail Sinners, All States, and Degrees of S:n are A- 
Wc tothe Love of God in Feſus Chriſt. It findeth no Diſtinctions. It makerh 
MF! Diſtinctions by its own Election, Deſcent, and Operation. Ittaketh away 
MW: Diſtinctions by purring the greateſt Comelineſs upon the moſt uncomely 
Wrts; by pouring torth iiſtif in te greateſt Love.ineſs upon the unlovelieſt 
rts; by being Infinite in the Efuſion of i:felf upon Every Parr of Chrifts Bo- 


Ll 
mu} The Firſt Matter is ſaid by learned men to be a Deep of Emprinels, and 
Try Ddd Darkneſs, 
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Darkneſs, a meer Poſbbility, a Pure Paſſiveneſs to all Forms of Things. Such | 
Mater, fuch a Subje&t is every Soul ro the Divine Love in Chriſt. Every Soul | 
is in itſelf a great Deep covered with the Blackneſs of a Darkneſs. Bur it is to | 
This Love a meer Poibiliry, a Pure Paſſiveneſs. It cannor actuate itfelf to z 
Complyance, or a Reſiftance. Love cometh to it, as its Form, infuſeth it. Þ* 
ſelf into it, penetrateth thorow the whole Subſtance of it, filleth itin every | 
Part. Love reigneth Powerfully over it, reigneth glorioufly in it; makerh it a | 
Kingdom of Love; maketh it a Lovely Queen to itſelf ſtanding ar its own right |! 
| hs reigning, and ruling together with itlelt in this New Kingdom of Love, |: 
Rom. 5. 20. Where Sin abounded, there Grace hath abounded much more Seas, | © 
and rivers have their High-Water Marks. Thus far their Waters come, | 
when they are higheſt, but no further. The Sea of Divine Love in the Boſon | 
of Chriſt hath no High-Water Mark, no Bound; 'Thus far Love ſhall flow, | 
thus high its pure and ſweet Waves ſhall riſe, to waſh, to make white, to | 
make new, to overflow, Sinners of ſuch Circumſtances ; But beyond this no | 
Love ſhall paſs, to Sins of ſuch aggravations, of fo deep, and foul a Dye ; to Þ 
Sins againſt ſo much Light, ſo much Love; to Sins ſo often repeared after f | 
many new Repentances, new Reſolutions ; to Sins fo black, fo bloody, No; | 
"The Love of God i without DiſtinQion ; to all Sins, and over all Sinners nn | 
Jeſus Chriſt. It It 'maketh any Difference; It floweth firſt, Ir riſeth higheſt | 
there, where Sin hath moſt abounded ; that there It may be moſt Gloriticd, | * 
Tne Love of God in Feſus Chrift maketh the greateſt Sinners its Patterns to | 
all the World of Men, and Angels; Its Maſter-pieces to Eternity. . 
1 Tim. 1. 15. God had mercy on me the Chief«/t of Sinners ; that I might | | 

be an Enſample to all that ſhall believe in ages to come ; faith St. Paul. The holy 
Apoſtle doth not ſpeak vainly, when he calleth himſelf The Chief of Sinmer.' 7: 
he ſpeaketh rhe truth in the Holy Ghoſt, and lyeth not. He ſetteth himſelf, | 
| 


deaed 
\ Ee, ; 
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as a Light on a high Watch-Tower, to all thorow all ages, that ſhall ſai! 
upon Seas of Luſt, in a dark Night of Ignorance, and Unbelief, expoſed to} 
Storms of Wrath. He inviteth them to make thither, there they ſhall be}: 
ſafe, they ſhall find reſt, they ſhall find a Haven of Divine Love in the Boſon! : 
of Feſus Chriſt defended by the Rocks of Eternity, the Divine Attributs| | 
from every wind. 7 

No Veflel will fear want of water there, where it ſeeth the greateſt Shipol Y 
the greateſt burthen, deepeſt loaden which draweth the greateſt depth of wi 
ters, to ſail ſafely. St. Paul being dead yet ſpeaketh to the greateſt Sinnen ? 
in every age after this manner. Behold a Sea of Love, a Channel of Love the L 
Love of God poured forth in the Boſom of Feſus Chriſt. My ſelf the greateſt: 
Sinner deepeſt loaden- with Sin, and Guilt, who draw the greateſt depth 
Love, have here found Love enough, unfathomable Love, on which I have 
bin earried;fafely, triumphantly unto that Flouriſhing Land of Glory, where 3 
Bow L feaſt continua'l7 with all Bleſſed Spirits in the midſt of all Incorrupti | 
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ble Beauties, and Joyes. Let no ſinner ever after me doubt to truſt himſelf ro this 
Channel, to pur himſelt upon this Sea of Love in the Boſom of the Lord Jeſus. 
Thus the Love of God pourerh forth itſelf without DiſtinCtion in the Glorified 
Perſon of our Bleſſed Saviour. 8 | 

2. The Father -poureth forth his Love in Chriſt Indifferently, that is, With- 
out Condition. 

1. The Love of the Father dependeth upon no Conditions between himſelf, 
and his Son; the Father doth not ſay to Chrift ; I will pour forth my Love in 
thee for Sinners; but upon this Condition, that thou make thy Soul an offering 
for Sin ; that thou ſatisfie my Juſtice and my Wrath; that thou take upon 
thee to make them capable of my Love, ſuitable to me in Holineſs, and Spiritu- 
ality. All, that the Lord Jeſus hath done, or ſuffered is no Condition, but Con- 
ſequent of the Father's Love. Love is the Sea : Theſe are the many Springs, 
by which it varioufly boileth up, the many Streams,and Windings, in which 
it playeth with itſelf, as it runnethalong in this Earthly Image, until it return 
into the'Sea, itſelf again, from whence it came. | 

The Lord Feſus teſtifieth ; The Words, which I ſpeak, are not mine, but the 
Father's. He doth the Works. | | 

Ic is the Firſt, the Supreme Love itrfelf, which ſhut up itſelf in Fleſh,which 
was made Fleſh ; It is "That Love, which weepeth bleedeth, dyeth ; which 
hangeth upon the Croſs, lieth in the Grave. It is that Love, which riſeth again, 
maketh itſelf a Spirit, afcenderh up on high, taketh to itſelf Its Firſt, and 
great Glory. It 1s that Love, which, as a Spirit, cometh to thee Inviſibly, 
by day, and by N_—_ which 1s now with thee Invifibly, wooing thee in all 
Forms, in Its Blood, in Its Beauties, by all means working itſelf into thine 


. heart. It is The Love of the Father, 'That Love, which is the Onely Father, 


which doth all the Works, which ſpeaketh all theWords in the Perſon of the 


* Lord Feſus. 


It is the ſame Gold which is ſtampt in ſeveral pieces, with ſeveral Images, 
to make Crowns Angels, "Twenty ſhilling Pieces. Coin, and Currant Money 
for Traffick. The Incarnation, Active Obedience, Sufterings, Reſurrefion,In- 
terceſſion of rhe Lord Jeſus ; his Preſence, his Powers, his Operations in the 
Spirit are All The fame Gold, The-fame Divine Love in ſeveral Forms bear- 
ing ſeveral Figures, for Traffick, and Commerce between God, and the Crea- 
ture. When thou preſenteſt to God the Biood, the Glory, the Interceſſion, the 
Spiritual Operations. the Graces of the 'Lord Jeſus ; thou ſetreſt before himhis 
Love, himſelf in .various' Manners, in various Myſteries. The Onely Coin, the 
Onely Currant Money, the Onely Means of Commerce in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, is Love, the Firft Supreme, Eternal Love, the Gold of Eternity, the 


.moſt high, and moſt Glorious Unity in all varietics, ſtampt with all Figures. 


2. The Father in giving his Love maketh no Congition with Sinners, He doth 
not fay-;1 give thee my Love for that Sinner up9a Condition thar he be hum- 
D:d4 2-7 . bled 
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bled, thar he accept of my Love, that he believe in th;ce. 'The  Golpel is a 
Covenant of Grace, The Covenant is All Love. The Covenant js Compleat 
in the Perſon of Chriſt, who is "Fhe Divine Love, Eternal: Love in a Divine, Þ 
Infinite, Eternal Perſon.\I have given him,faith the Lord by the Prophet Eja'ab, 
for a Covenant to the Natins. 

All Preparations, Qualifications, Acceptations. 2re not Conditions of This | 
Love, bat Intallible Conſequents ; not Cauſes, withrut which the Covenant | ; 
bath no Force ; but Erefitible, lmmunable Eftects of it. : 

By Grace ye are ſaved: Epheſ. 2. The whole Work of our Salvation from | 
the Begining to the End, from the firſt Deſign in Erern'ty to the laſt Act | in | 
Eternity is Pure Love, 

Divine Love ſhinerh in upon a Dark Spirit, Enlightneth, Awaknerh, Cor 
vinceth it by Its own Heavenly Brightneſs. Divine Love burneth up, La Z 
ina Defiled, Dead heart , raiſeth a Divine Life, and Senſe in it, melterh 1 1t,Con- | : 
ſameth its Drofs, achakd it new. : 

The Love of the Father m the Boſom of rhe Lord Jeſus is the Golden Mine, © : 
out of which a Saint is firſt taken :the Flaming Mint, where he is Melted, | 2 
refined, made pure Gold, and ſtamp't with the Divine Image. 2 

Rev. I. 5. 6. He, ſaith St Fohn of our Lord Feſzs, bath lowed us,and waſh! 
#5 in his own blood, and made us Kings, and Prieſts to God his Father. The\! 
Love of the Father in the heart of Chriſt is our onely Fountain. All the Blood, 
which {treameth from the Wounds of Chriſt to waſh us, runneth down fron 
this Fountain. This Lovejsthe Coſtly Ointment running down upon all our}! 
Perſons, anointing us for Prieſts, and Kings. 

Poor Soul, which lyeſt jn thy Sins, which lyeſt a Slave in Chains, at tel 
hottom of ; a Dark; Deep, 4nd Miry Dungeon, The Love of the Father in the 
Perſon of the Lard Jeſus cometh to thee ; Ir taketh thee into ir(elf, as a Bathi 
of moſt pretious Blood,in which It cleanſth thee from all thy fiich, cheriſhett# 
all thy parts, bringeth thee to thy ſelf,to a Divine Beauty,to a DivineWarmth, 
ſcaſe, and Life. This Love ſerteth itſelf,as a Prieſtly, and Kingly Crown upal 
thy Head. It infaſeth itſelf, as a Prieſtly, and Ringly Spirit, into thee, [} 
changerh itſelf in thine [ron Chatias into Bracelets of Go'd upon thee ; in thi 
Dungeon intoa Temple, and Palace : Ir filleth thee, this Temple, this Palace} 
rourd about thee with Irs own clear, and Proper Appearance in the Glory oj 
God. Thus it dwelleth with thee Eternally. Thus the Love of the- Fathe 
in the heart of Chriſt, ſoftneth, enliveneth, waſheth thee with Irs own Blood 
maketh thee by itſelf, a Prieſt,and King to itſelf Eternally. 

I have done with the Firſt Property in the Eftuſion of Divine Love; F reedonl 

Uſe, 1. The Goſpel is compared to a Marriage-Feat for a King's Son, Go 
the Farther is The King : His Son is the Bridegroom : Eternal Love attendet 
with all The Livelineſſes, and Joys of "That Love are The Feaſt. Thou, 


Man, O Sinner, 'Thy Sout is invited to this Feaſt of Love, not onely to be 
Gueſt, but The Frauriful, Blefled Bride. 
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The Miniſters, the Angels, "The Spirirof Love himſelf are ſent forth, as Ex- 


baſſadours, to bring thee to This Marriage. 


1. Obj. Say not, I am Unworthy, Unlovely, in my Sins, and ſhame. 

Anſw. This Love is free. It ſeeketh not, bur bringeth Lovelineſs along with 
it. This Love is itſelf The Wedding-Garment,and the Marriage Crown. This 
Feaſt, as thou eatelt, , giveth thee ſtrength, Beauty, and a Right to ir. This 
Feaſt of Love maketh Its Gueſt. This Marriage of Love maketh a 
Bride. 

Obj.. 2. How can I leave my precious, and pleaſant Things for This 
Love ? | | 

Anſ{w. Canſt thou not part with a ſingle, d ying Flower in thy hand for a 


2 Root of Flowers to ſer in thine heart,in thy-Garden ? The Love of God is The 


2 Root of all Precious and Pleafant "Things in Erernity. 


Canſt thou not part with a Shadow for the Subſtance,a Picture for the Life,a 


3 Counterfeit for the Truth, a glaſs Diamond, or Pearl,for a right Diamond, the 
2 true Pearl ? All thy Pleaſant Things here are Shadows, Piftures, counterfeits ; 
2 This Love is All Pleaſantnetles,all Preciouſneſſes in their Subſtance, Life, Truth. 


Oby. 3. I am weak. I ſhall diſhonour This Love ; I ſhall be diſloyal to [r. I 


Z ſhall return to wy Luſts. 


Anſ. This Love requireth no Qualifications, but worketh all. Give up thy 


14. ſelf ro be the Creature of This Love. "This Love will make Thee a Heavenly 
Z Bride to itſelf out of Nothing, out of Contrariery, Eamity, This Love will be 
2 both a new, a Divine Creation of Thee ; and a Continual Preſervation. This 
2 Preſervation ſhall be a Continued Creation of Love. Reſign. thy ſelf ro This 
2 Love, which is the onely. Fountain of Life, and of all Lovelinefs. 


Uſe 2. Love again. Who planteth a Vine, and drinketh not of the Wine? 


a The Father planterh Jeſus Chriſt,his Loveghis Vine in thy Soul. Let him drink 


of the Wine of thy Loves. Lovethy God with the fame Freedom,Simplicity, 
and Sweetneſs, with the: Same Naturalneſs, Nakedneſs,and Force,with which 
he loveth Thee. "E3 

Uſe 3. Love one another, as God loverh you. Pour forth all your Love in- 


FJ to the Boſom of Chriſt. There let it run into the Boſom of every Saint, of 


every Creature. Therelove one another without DiſtinAtion, without Condition, 
Freely receive one another into, embrace one another in the Riches of the 


JJ Grace, and Glory of Feſus Chriſt, as the Farher receiveth, and embraceth you. 


Uſe4. Abide in the Love of the Father. 
I. Abide in the Father's Love by Faith in the Lord Feſus. The Glorified 


Perſon of Chriſt is the Land of Life, the Land of Love ; the Love of the 
MFather is the Sweetneſs, and Fatneſs of this Land. Faith is the root of thy 
29Soul in this Pleaſant Land. By Faith thy Soul is vitally fixed in this 
YDivine Soil, in the midſt of all the Sweetnefles, and Pretious Sap of Divine 


Love. By Faith thou draweſt the rich heart of this Glorious Earth the oy 
o 
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-6f The Father to thy elf. 'Thon feedeſt upon It, nouriſheſt thy ſelf by It, and 
groweſt up to an Entire Tree of Love. 

2. Abide inthis Love by, holineſs. Holineſs is the lovely Fruit,which fpring. 
th up out of rhe Love of the Father, and is Its Food. Holineſs, ts the Puruy 
vf the Spirit, by which rhe flame of heavenly Love liveth,and fpreaded irſelf 
there. Holineſs 1s the SpiritualChaſtity of the Soul to her heavenly Bridegroom. 

3. Abide in the Father's Love by keeping his Commandments. The Com- 
mands of the Father are-Beams of Love, which he ſhooteth into our Boſoms. 
Obedience to rhem is the Reception of theſe Beams, and the Refle&tion of them 
back again into the Boſom of God. 

Obedience is the Activity of Divine Love enlarging itſelf freely in our 
Souls, If it be contracted, or ſhut up, ir goeth our. 

4- Abide in the Father's Love by the Peace of your Spirits. Peace of Spirit 
3 a Heavenly Calms, and Serenity, which freely receiveth, and preſerveth en- 
Tire the Beams, and Sunſhine of Divine Love. Paffions are Clouds and Storms, 
which cut off, and darken the Beams of Love. 'The Spirit of Love reſteth not 

n an Angry, or Melancholy Man. 

5. Abide in the Father's Love by Spiritual Joy. Joy is Love flaming. One 
faich ; that Laughter is the Dance of the Spirits, their freeſt Motion in Har- 
«mony ; and'that'the Light of rhe Heavens, is the Laughter of Angels. Spiri- 
\cual Foy is the Laughter of Divine Love, of the Eternal Spirit, which is Love, 
in our Spirits. True Joy is, Eternal Love, the Ercrnal Spirit in Its Freeſt Mo- 
tions, in Irs falleſt Harmony,and Complacency m our Spirits. 

6, Abidein rhe Love of 'the Father by Heavenlinefs. The Preſence of God 
inkis Wrath 'is hell. The Preſence of God in his Love is Heaven. Love is the 
\, Sunſhine of the Godhead ſweeming, and guilding all things round about It 

—- after a DivmeManner:; as this Sun doth theſe Skies. So far, as thou abideſt in 
a Heavenly Image of Things;,where every Object is covered with an Immortal 
Pledſammneſs, and Glory ; thouabidelt in the Love of God. | 
7.Abide in the Father's 'Love by Spirituality. Love is an Umion.'The higheſt 
Love'is the higheft Unity, the Unity of the highelt Spirit. In the Unity of this 
Spirit all rhings are Spirit of thisSpirit. All Varieties m this Unity of the Spirit 
are Spirirs,Divine,Eternal Spifits of this Supreme Spirit, in'this Supreme Spirit; 
Supreme, Eternal Loves from the womb, in the Bofom of 'this Supreme Love. 
Abide'in "This Palace of Love, 'The Unity of the Spirit. Lerthisbe thine'Erer- 
nal habitation. Be continually here in the Sweet, and Bleffed Society-of Beau- 
riful, Pure, Eternal Spirits; Living, Immortal Loves. Behold, Converſe 
with all things within 'Thee, without Thee im theſe' Forms. So ſhalt thou abide 
in the Love * the'Father, asTt is poured forth inthe Glorthed 'Perſon-of the 
| Lorll Feſus.8o "This Lovefhall guideThee,as thou walkeft, imo Fietds of Light, 
"and Divine Pleaſures, mto'rhe'Gardens of rhe Divine'Nature. This Love thall 
'talk wich Thre,'when "Thou wakelt, 'as Moſes, rand Elias rilked with Feſus 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, in the Transfiguration, of the Departure out of every other Image 
of things, into this Paradiſe of Love flowing with all the Joyes of Life, and 
Love in the heavenly Form of Chriſt. So "This Love ſhall keep thee, when 
thou ſleepeſt, as a Rich Canopy of Divine Subſtance over thy head ; as a Guard 
of Immorral Sweetnefſes round about Thee, as a heavenly Conſort of Divine 
Spirit, Divine Loves, by their Muſical Harmony continuing, and crownin 
thy ſleep. I have done with the Firſt Property of Divine Love, as lt is rw. 
forth in Chriſt, Freedom. 1 come to the Seccnd, which is Purity. 

2. Property in the Effuſton of Divine Love, Parity. The Love of God 3s pour+ 
ed forth in Feſns Chriſt Purely. The Lord Feſus is ſaid to be, the Brightneſs of 
the Glory of God ; Hebr. 1. wv. 2. Brightneſs is the Pureſt Light of Glory. The 
Prime Glory in God is his Grace, his Love. He doth all for the Praiſe of the 
Glory of his Grace; Ephef. 1. Feſus Chriſt in heaven,in thine heart,O Believer, is 
the pureſt Stream, the richeſt Flood of Divine Love ; the Love of the Divine 
Nature in the Brightneſs of Its Glory. 

We are taught ; that this Light of the Sun, which we enjoy here below, 
1s only a Shadow of that Light, which ſhineth in the Body of the Sun itſelf. The 
Sun in its higheſt Luſtre is the Shadow of an Angel. The Higheſt,and Brighteſt 
Angel in his Pureſt Glories is n> more, than a Shadow of our Glorifed Jeſus. 
He alone is the Brightneſs of Divine Glory without any Shade ; the- Purity of 
Divine Love without any Allay. | 

Love is Lovelineſs in Motion. As fine Gold melted into a Pure,and ſhining 
Stream: fo is the Perſon of our Lord Jeſus in Glory; the Godhead in the Purity 
& PerfeCtion of all Its Lovelinefles melring itſelf into a moſt Pure & Precious 
Stream of Love,m whichit runneth along,winding;turning, meeting,& ſport- 
ing with itſelf from Boſom to Boſom, in the Father, the Son.and all the Saints. 
© Broken-hearted Sinner, who fitteſt in the Shadow of Death, who wan- 
dereſt in a Wilderneſs, where there is no water, ready to dye for thirſt ; open 
thine Eyes, ſee this Pure Light of Divine Love, which ſhineth round about 
Thee, m the midft of "Fhee ; fee this Pure Stream of Divine Love, which 
runneth along before Thee, in that Wilderneſs thine heart ; the Bleſſed Pcr- 
ſon of thy Saviour, which is this Pure Light, this Pure Stream of Divine Love 
which filleth All. Take in the Waters of this Stream;drink freely of it. Caſt thy 
ſelf into this Stream ; let it cover Thee ; let it roul Thee along with it; ſport 
thy ſelf in 1t. 

There are Two Arguments of the Pure Effuſion of Divine Love in C brift ; 

1 The heighth of Its Sweetneſs. 

2. The Greatneſs of Its Virtue. 

1 The Love of God in Chriſt ſheweth Its Purity by The heighth of Its Sweet- 
veſs. The Pureſt things are Sweeteſt. The Love of God in Chriſt is the Roſe 
upon its Stalk, New-blown, 1n its Virgin- Freſhneſs, and Sweetneſs. To be Car- 
nally-minded is Death ; to be Spiritually-minded is Life ; ſaith St. Paul ; Rem. 8.. 

Impurity: 
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Impurity, Carnality is the Death of Love ; dulleth, embaſerh, embittereth 
It by Corrupting it. Parity, Spirituality 1s the Life of Love, heighteneth, -and 
Iimmortaliſcth all its Sweetnefles, all its Pleaſures. 

The Sweetneſs of the Love of God in Chriſt is male up of Three Parts; 1.The 
Nearneſs of the. Union ; 2\ The Firmneſs of the Union, 3 The Efficacy of the Unicy. 

: The Nearneſs of the Union 18 the Firſt Part of the Sweetneſs 1n the Luve 
of God poured forth in the Glorified Perſon of our Saviour. Love 1s an Union, 
Where Love is Sweetelt ; the Love-Union is Neareſt, The Love of God in 
Chriſt b.ndeth up God, Chriſt, all the Saints immediately in the moſt naked, 
molt warm Embraces of each other. It maketh them All up into One Beautiful 
Body ; [t melteth rheavAll into One Bleffed-Spirit of Divine.Love, 

The Bridegroom ih the /af of the Canticles expreſlech his Love to his Bride 
after this manner : /If ſhe be a Door, we will inclſe her with Cedar. Cedar Wood 
is Eminent for three Things : It is ſweer, Beautiful, Incorruptible. Bleſſed art 
"Thou, O Believer, the meaneſt of all Believers ; whoart a Door onely in this 
heavenly Temple, Chrift riſen from the Dead ; a Door, by which «he Glo- 
ries of the Godhead go in, and out between the Vifible, and Invilible World, 
Thy Feſus by the Immediate Embraces of Divine Love incloſeth, compre- 
hendeth thy Perſon entirely with the Sweetneſs, Bzauty,lmmortalicy of his own 
Glorihed Perſon. | 

The Soul in the Boſom of Chriſt lieth, asa Pleaſant Iſland in a Sea of Love, 
"The Sea bringeth to an {land Pleaſure by its proſpect, and by fayling upon 
it ; Safety by incloſing it ; Riches by Trathck unto all parrs. "Thus thou, 
O Saint, art ſeated in the midlt of a vaſt Ocean of heavenly Love. This Occau 
of Love is thy Proſpect on every fide. Which way ſcever thou lookeſt, theu 
ſeeſt Waves of Love rolling, and tumbling one upon the neck of enother ; 
ſometimes riſing up, as high, as heaven, ſometimes again falling, as low as He!!. 
All Storms are 'The Workings of this Lovely Sea of Love, and Dclighttful 
Entertainments to Thee, thou lancheſt forth and faileſt round about thy 
Iſland, which is thy ſelf, upon this Sea of Love. Theſe are thy Fleaſures. 

How ſafe art thou %, How great, and impregaable 1s thy Strength ? No- 
thing can come to thee but by a Sea of Love, Divine, A!mighty,Etcrnal Love. 
Thou art inacceſiible, but this way, by the Sea of Love. No veſſels can paſs 
upon this Sea, nothing can paſs thorow it, but Divine Forms of Love ; hea- 
venly Angels,and Miniſters. of Love. Whatever other Form of things attempreth, 
'This Blefled Ocean of the Fether's Love poureth forth in Feſus Chrif, is ſwal- 
lowed up by it, and never ſeen more. 

Thou haſt Trafhck,and Commerce by this Sza of Love with all things holy, 
heavenly, Beauritul, and B'eſſed every where ; with al! Lands oi Life, and Joy, 
Thou ſcndeſt forth thy Spirit, thoughts and AﬀeCtions into all Parts. Thou 
bringeſt home all the Precious, and Pleaſant things of Heaven, and Earth; 
of Time, and Eternity : of God, and the Creature. Thou haſt a Love-Union, 

and 
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and by this Love-Union, a Communion of Love with all the Treaſures of the 
Godhead inthe Sun, and in the Moon ; in the Heavens above, and theDeep, 
which lieth below. | 
This is the Purity, the Sweetneſs of the Father's Love in Chriſ/ ; the near- 


| neſs of the Eove-Union, 


2. The Sweetneſs of the Love of God in Chrift ſheweth ufelf in the 


| Firmneſs of the Union. What the Spouſe of Chriſt faith of her (elf in theCanricles, 
| that is the Language of this Love tothe Soul in Feſws Chriſt;I rook hold of him, 
I will not let him go. The Love of the Father hath taken hold of Thee, & will 
| never let Thee go. St. Paul ; Rom. 8. wv. 35. maketh a Challenge ; What ſhall 
| ſeparate us from the Love of Chriſt ? AMiction ? Danger ? Sword ? the Love- 
Union between God, and the Soul in Feſus Chriſt is ſo cloſe, fo falt ; rhat the 
| Point of the ſharpeſt Sword cannot pierce between them ; the lubtileſt Flame 
| cannot divide between them. If it wound, or burn one, it mult wound, and 
| burn the other alſo; There is no Vein of Blood in the Body of Man, which 
hath not running along beneath it an Artery,a Vein of Spirits to preſerve the 
* Warmth, Motion, and Life of the Blood. There is no Vein of Divine Pro- 
| vidence in the whole Life of a Saint; there is no Vein of Life or Death in the 
| whole Perſon of a Saint, which hath not a Vein of Divine Love running 
| along inſeparably with it, to ſweeten it, to givea Spiritual, a heavenly Tin- 
| ure, of Life, Joy, and Glory to ir. 


To meto live is Chriſt, to dye is Gain; faith St. Paul; Philip 1, v. 21. There 


| is nothing ſo Dividing, as Death. The Life of a Man is the Union between 
| Soul, and Body. Death diflolveth this Union, The Life of a Saint is the Love, 
| Union *between his God, and Spirit in Chr:/#, who is the Glorious head, and 
| the «Golden knot of this Union. Death maketh this Love-Union faſter, and 
| ſweeter; more cloſe, more clear, more compleat. Dcarh is a Gn here. 


The Death of a Saint is like the Tabernacle in the Wilderneſs. Withour 


| was a courſe Tent of Badgers Skin, expoſed to the Injuries of all Weathers. 
| This was ſeen by the Common Eye. But this was not the Tabernacle. This 
} was onely the 'Tent, the Covering upon the Tabernacle. The Tabernacle 
| within, as it appeared to the Prieft's Eye, which entred into it, was Silk, 
| Silver, Gold, and Precious Stone; Fine Linnen,Scarlet,Crimſon, Sky-Colour ; 
{ Cherubims richly wrought. Be not deceived. That is not the Death of a Sainr, 
* That is not a Saint in Death, which appeareth outwardly to the Eye of Senſe, 
: ſo affrightful, ſo mournful, fo dark, fo deformed, fo Dividing from all the 
| Toyes of Life : No. This is the Covering oncly upon Death, to hide the ſa- 


cred Myſtery from common Eyes. ; 
Thar, which is within, which preſenteth itſ-lt ail along to the Eye of a 


| Saint, that entreth into this Death is indeed a Tabernacle of Immortal, of 
| Divine Love with all rich, and pleaſant Appearances wonderfully heizhrened ; 
| The Love-Union between God, and the Soul in Chriſt opcning urlelf, raking 
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the Soul entirely into irſelf, as into the true Heavens, where all things, which 
are ſeen are the higheſt, Forms of Beauty in the higheſt Lights of Divine Glo. 
ry ; all things, that are heard, taſted or felr, the higheſt Joyes of the Divine 
Life with the m>{t h2ightned Sweerneſſes of Divine!Love. 

The Sweetneſs of Divine Love is manifeſted in its Efficacy, in its 
Sweetning Operations, as it is poured forth in the Lord Feſus. St. Paul ſaith; 
Fhilip : 3.1. TWe have cur Converſation in Heaven, from whence we hok fo 
the Lord Fe/us, who ſhail change theſe Vile Bodies (theſe Bodies of our bumilia if 
' tion, and male them like is ewn Glorious Body, according to that Power, by 
which he is a3/e to ſuvdue all things to himfelf. As the Flowers put forth, unfol{ 
all their Beauties, fend forth rheir ſeveral Sweetneſles to the Sun : fo do all th Þ 
Excellencies, Toyes and G'orics of the Godhead dilpiay themſelves to the 
Divine Love. God inthe Preſence of his Love is the highelt, the Trueſt He: 
ven. This is the Heaven, which containeth,and hiderth '7eſus Chriſt. Feſus Chrig i 
cometh forth from this Heaven, as a Bridegroom from his Chamber he com. i 
eth forth inchis Heaven, with this Heaven round absut him ; he maketh thi 
Heaven, every where, as, he cometh forth ; as the Sun maketh a Glorious Sky, 
He boweth this Heaven,and cometh down upon Ir into the broken heart. To 
this broken heart he changeth the vileſt,the Birtereſt Image of things,the Body 
of its humiliation, theBody of this Darkneſs, and Death, in which it dwelletk 
here into the Likeneſs of his own moſt Glorious Body,the Body of the highet þ 
Heaven in its Brightneſs; the Pure,and clear Budy of Divine Love. This Loy 
of the Father is that Power, by which our feſus ſubducth all things to hini{«lf 
that is, to the Brightneſs, and Sweetneſs of the Glory of this Love ; to the Ex 
preſs, to the Naked Image of this Love in its own Divine Subſtance, in its 
own moſt Lovely Perſon. This is the transhguring Eflicacy of the Love off 
the Goc-Head poured forth in the Glorious Perſon of Chriſt, and making for 
him a Body of Divine Loves above all Heavens. . 

Rom. 8.2 8,2.9. St. Paul triumpheth after this manner : I am perſwaded, tha 
neither Deathgnor 1.ife;neuther Angels,Principalities, Powers nor things preſent.,nu 
things to come ; ner heighth,nor Depth; nor any other Creature ſhall be ableto ſepu 
rate us from the Love of God, which is in Teſus Chriſt our Lird. "The Love of 
God in Feſus Chrift lineth,coveretk all things tranſubſtantiateth all things intoſÞ 
the ſame Divine Love, St. Paul mentioneth the neareſt things to us, the molt Þ 
intimate, the moſt Potent, the moſt Penetrating, the moſt Univerſal, the mot 
comprehending, the moſt Transforming ; Death, Life, Angels, things Preſent, 
to come, Depth, Heighth. What cometh nearer,what toucheth every Point of 
our whole Subſtance, and Being, than Death, Life, Angels ? What more in Þ 
tiinate to our hearts, and Spirits ? If none of theſe can come between the LoveÞ 
of Godin Jeſs Chriſt, and our Perſons : then all theſe by the Touch of this þ 
Love muſt be 'Tinttured, and changed into new Forms, into Eſſences of 
Love. | | 
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As Sugar is diflolved in a Glaſs of Wine ; {6 Death Life, Angels, things 
Preſent, things to come, heighths, Depths, every other Creature in this Golden 
Cup of Divine Love, the Glorified Perſon of Chriſt, is diſſolved into Love, 
becomerh a Rich Love-Cordial to a fainting Spirit, making it to dance, and 
ſing for Joy,when it was intended a deadly Poyſon to it.'The holy Apoſtle had 
ſaid upon this Ground a little before : In all theſe things, Sword, Famine, Per- 
ſecution, ee are more, than Conquerours, It is plain, how we are Conquerors. 
Captivity 1s carried Cuptive. Thoſe Forms, and Powers of Darkneſs, of Death, 
which thought ro captivate us, are themlelves Capiives to Ertcrnal Life, and 
Love in the Lord Feſus. As Saul among the Prophets : ſo the Bitterelt, the 


| Blackeſt things, which aſlault the Spirit of a Saint, encompaſlled with this Love 


of the Father poured forth in Chriſt, uncloath themſelves, and pur on Ami- 


| able Shapesof Love, {ing ſongs of Love, breath forth from every part of them 
{ the moſt Delightful Sweetneſs of Divine Love. 


Thus this Love maketh us Conquerours. But what meaneth this ; to be 


| more, than Conquerours? Is there a Joy, or Glory above this of a Conquerour ? 
| Grace coming into Glory ; Love Reigning after Suffering ? 


E there any thing ſweeter, any thing grearer, than this Victory of 
Love ? | 
Yes. St. Paul faith z when he was caught up into the Third heavens, into 
the Paradiſe there, he heard Words, which it is impoſſible to utter. This is 


The Paradiſe in the Third Heavens, the. Love of God in the Glorifcd Perſon 
| of Chriſt, This Love transformeth every tbing, every Creature to this hea» 


venly Paradiſe. Thoſe blefled Souls, which by believing enter into this Para- 
diſe, hear Words of Love, Words of Joy, Words of Pleaſure, of Glory from 
this Love, whuch it 1s impoſlible to utter, which are roo {weet, too h:gh, too 
raviſhing to be cxprelt. 

A holy Soul in This Paradiſe of Love feeleth a Joy far beyond that of 
Marriage, of Conqueſt, of Reigning, of Children, of any thing named in this 
World,or in thar, which 1sto come. 

Thus the Sweerneſs of Divine Love expreſſerh itſelf in its Sweer Efficacy. 

Thus the P»rity of Divine Love in Chrift is manifeſt in its Sweet neſs. 

2. The Love of God in Chriſt is moſt Pure, becauſe it hath the greateſt Virtue. 
Our Divines expreſs hell after this manner, All Diſeaſes, Pains, Griefs here are 
Evils by a TinCture onely of Divine Wrath, a little Drop of Divine Wrath 
mingling itfelf with them. Hci! is Pure Wrath. Hell 1s the Abſtract of Wrath; 
the Evil of all-Diſcaſes, Pains, and Griets abſtractcd from them, and heightned 
to the urmoſt. So Teſ#s Chriſt bare all our Infirmities, and took our Grieks ; 
though he was never lick. 

On the Contrary, a'l the Gocd, all tte Joyes in the Creature are a Weak 
Tin&ture of Divine Love. The Shadow or St. Peter 2s hefaſled along, heal- 
£4 the fick. All the Sweetnclſs and Pleaſure in things here,is the Shaduw cnely 
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of Divine Love falling upon them. All the Joy in any heart here, is the Sha- 
dow onely of Divine Love caſt over it. 

The Love of God is poured forth Purely in the Perſon of Chriſt. 'There 
Love is a Subſtance, no Accident. There Love is Infinite, being allayed, or 
limited by no mixture. Our Saviour in Glory is Divine Love in the Ab- 
ftraCt. 

It is a Weak Glance of Divine Love, like the Sunſhine here below caſt 
upon the Water, ora Looking-Glaſs, which maketh the Beauty, the Sweetneſs 
of all Colours, Figures, Motions in the Creature. 

It is a remote 'Touch of Divine Love, like the Ends of the Sun-beams, re- 
fleted in a Burning-Glaſs, which maketh the Pleafantneſs, and Pleaſant 
Properties of all Plants ; the Luſtre, Gracefulneſs, Virtue of all Precious 
Stones, and Pearls ; the Joy of all Relations. | 

The Beauty, the Sweetneſs of all Colours, Features, Motions; the Plea- 
ſantneſs, the Pleaſant Properties of all Plants; the Luſtre, Gracefulnefs, Vir- 
tue, Life of all Precious Stones, Pearls, heavenly Bodies, heavenly Spirits ; the 
Joyes of all Relations are contained Eminently, with an Infinite Enlarge- 
ment, an infinite heightning in this Divine Face, This 'Tree,Pearl,this Union, 
the Unity, the Purity of Eternal Love in our Glorihed Feſus. 

O Sinner ; come, caſt thy ſelf freely into the Boſom of thy Saviour. Here 
thou falleſt immediately mtoa Sea of Pure Love. Open thy Mouth wide, en- 
| large all thy Faculties rv drink in the Sweetnefs of Pure Love pouring it- 

os by Floods and Seas into thee. Feel the Tranſcendent virtue of Pure Love 


transforming thee, thy heart, thy Perſon into a rich, clear, and heavenly Pearl 
m this Sea, 

O Saints ! ſwim continually in this Sea of Pure Love, the Boſom of your 
Glorified Saviour, Feelithe Tranſcendent Virtue of Pure Love diffolving 
you alſo into a Sea of pure Love, a Seca of Glaſs, and Fire; a Sea of Pure 
Chryſtal, Divine _— without any Spot of Fleſh, or Earth, Darkneſs, or 


Death; a Sea of Pure Chiryſtal ſhining, and burning with a Pure Flame of 
heavenly Joyes without any Smoak of Laſts, or Paſlions. | 
Obj. how is the Loveof God Pure in Chriſt ? Is there not in the Lord 
Feſus a mixture of Love, and Wrath ? He faith of himſelf in one place ; 41! 
Fudgment is given to the Son of Man. He adjudgeth to Hell,and to 'Torments, 
as well as to Heaven, and toJoys. | 
Matt. 25. Feſus Chriſt is repreſented, as a King, upon the Throne, in 
Glory, in the Judgment of the laſt day, v 31. He maketh Separation between 
the Sheep, and Goats ; 44,32, He ſetteth the Sheep at his Right hand, in the 
. Place of Power, Honour, and Love, Heſetteth the Goats at his Left hand, 
on his Wrath-ſide, v. 33. He paſſeth the Sentence of Love upon One, invi- 
ting them, as Bleſſed Ones, to the Kingdom of Love prepared for them of the 
Father in Eternity ; v.,34- He paſſeth a Sentence of Wrath upon the other, 


ſending 
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ſending , them away with a Curſe into the Hell fire with the Devils v. 40; 

How is the Love of God poured forth Purely without mixture in, Chriſt ? 

I ſhall give 3 Anſwers to this Objedt1on ; 1. A Conceſſion; 2. A Diſtinition ; 
3. An Ap lication, 

r. Anſw. A Conceſſion. It is true Contrary things are ſpoken of 7eſus Chriſt 
in this point. 

W =—_ ; I judge no man; Moſes, in whom you truſt, he judgeth you ; 

The Son of Man came not to deſtroy Men's Lives. but to ſave them. 

The Work, for which Chr:ft came, is a Work of Love, of Light, of Life; 
not a Work of Wrath, and Death. Feſus Chriſt came to deſtroy the Works of 
;be Devil. The Devil Is a Lyar, and a Murtherer from the Beginning. He 1s 
the Serpent, the Seed of Enmity. The Deceir of Sin, Death, Wrath are the 
Devil's Work. Feſus cometh full of Grace, and Truth ; like the Sun full of 
ſweet Light, and influences of Life to deſtroy the Deeceits, to ſcatter into No- 
thing the Clouds, and black Shades of Sin,of Death,of Wrath ; tp make all a 
clear, and Lovely Sky over our heads, a Green,and Flowry Earth under our 
Feet: Othe Delightfulneſs of Chriſt's Perſon, and of his Appearance ! 

We read again ; I came not to ſend Peace, but a Sword, I came to Kindle a 
Fire. The Lord Feſus ſvall come in a Flame of Fire to render vengeance to all 
thoſe, who know not God, and ho have not believed our Goſpel, 2 Theſſal. wv. $. 
O the Dreadfulneſs of the Lord Jeſus, and of his Appearance. 

2. Anſw. A Diſtinfion. 2 Corin, 3. 13. You have Moſes brought in with 
a Vail upon bis Face You have the Effect of this Vail. There is a Blindneſs u 
on the Minds, upon the Notions, (vote) of the Jews.The ChilCcren of Iſrael 
cannot ſee. to the End of that, which is to be done. away. They cannot ſee tho- 
row; beyond the Shadowy Glory of the Vail to be taken off, to the Naked 
Glory of the Heavenly Face, which liveth,and is the ſame for ever. v.1 3.14. 
* There is the Interperation of the Vail. The Vail upon the Face of Moſes 
is a Vail upon the Hearts of the Iſraelites, w. 1 5. 

The Vail is removed by the Turning of the heart to the Perſon of Chriſt, 
v.16. "The Perſon of Chriſt, and the Removal of the Vail are Both de- 
ſcribed, v. 17. Now the Lird 1s that Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is Liberty. The Lord 7eſ#5sin Glory 1s a Spirit, the - cnna. Spirit. 'The 
Perſon of Chriſ# was ever a Spirit, the Spirit, the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, 
and for ever ; even in that Day, when he was made Fleſh in his humane Na- 
ture, this Spirit carrieth Liberty along with It; as the Sun doth the Light of 
the Day. 

This Liberty of the Spirit anſwereth to that Removal of the Vail in the 
verſe before, The Vail ſhall be taken away. It is a ſignificant Word, mewyei)as, 
ſhall be taken away quite, all round about,on every fide; from off the Whole 
Image of things, from oft the Whole Perſon of -Chrift, from off the Whole 
Heart; the Compleat Perſon of the Lord Feſws in his Supream Glory, as the 
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Supreme Spirit ſhall ſhine entirely in the whole Image of things, in the whole 
heart, in every Part, in every Point of Both. 

The Cloſe of all is the Bleſſed Efteft of the Removal of the Vail, of the 
Free, and fuil Appearance of this Sjirit, the Lord Feſus ; A Liberty of Sight; 
A Liberty of Growth ; a Liberty of Union, and Divine Communion. A Saint 
L»oketh torih with Op:n Face with an Open Eye in the Naked Glory of the 
Spiritual Man, having caſt the Vail entirely oft. He ſeeth the Glory of the 
Lord in tae Naked Beauties of rhe Spirit himſelf compleatly unvailed. He 
feerh this Glory i the Unity of the ſame Spirit, as in a Looking-Glaſs ; 
where Face antwereth Face, where one is ſcen, as the Dear Image, and Refle- 
ction of the other. A Saint in the ſame moment ſeeth, and is changed into 
the Image which he ſceth, /as by one Spirit at once working Both. "The Lord, 
the ſame Spirit in its Unity is the Root, the Eye, the Life, the Light, the 
Looking-Glaſs, the Glorious Face in the Looking-Glaſs to a Saint. Where this 
Spirit is, there is Liberty in, that Heart. The Vail is taken off from it, when 
the Sp:rit exiiteth, and appeareth in it. 'There the Lord Feſus, and a Saint- 
ſee each other ; grow up together, in one Glory. Ie all, with open face, as in 
a Glaſs, beholding, the Glory of the Lord, are changed into the ſame Imaze, from 
Glory to Glory; even as by the Spirit of the Lord, or, by the Lord, the Spirit. By 
this time, I b:lieve, you ſee the Diſtinftion, which I aim at. Feſus Chriſt with . 
the Vail upon his Fae? is Mes. M ſes unvailed is Feſus Chriſt. Jeſus Chriſt to 
the Vailed heart 13 Mſes {hil. Moſes tothe Naked heart is the ſame Feſus from 
the Beginning. "The Appearance of Jeſus Chriſt according to the Letter, at- 
ter the Fleſh, is Chriſt witha Vail upon his Face, caſting a Vail upon the 
heart. 'The Appearance of Fejxs Chriſt, as the Spirit, the Lord of Glory, is 
Chriſt with his Vail caſt oft, raking the Vail off from the Heart ; that Both 
may meet, ſee, embrace each other Nakedly, Immediately, at Liberty ; in the 
Open Light of their Eternal Loves, and Beauties. 

3. Anſw. Applications. | 

1. Application Fear the Wrath of the Lamb. There is a Day, in which the 
Kings of the Earth, Great/Men, Captains of Thouſands ſhall cry ro the 
Rocks, and to the Mountains to fall upon them, and hide them. from the 
Wrath of the Larab. When the Great Day of his Wrath cometh, who is able 
to ſtand? Rev. 6. wv. 16,17, 18. 

Revel. 5. 6. 8. You read of a Lamb, who had bin ſlain, ſtanding in the 
midſt of the Throne of God, of the Four Living Creatures, of the 24. Elders, hav- 
tg ſeven Eyes, and [even Horns, which were the ſeven Spirits of God ſent forth 
tnto all the Earth, Behold the Lord Feſus riſen from the Dcad. He ftandeth in 
the m'dſt of the Throne of God, of the Four Living Creatures, of the four, 
and Twenty Eiders. He is the Center of All Glories ; He filleth All ; He unit- 
eth All, and Compleateth All in his own Perſon ; the Uncreated Glories of 
the God-Head ; the Four-foid Fountain Glories of the Uncreated, and 
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Created Natures in Union ; 'The Manifold, and Multiplyed Glories of Thoſe 
Fountains in the Perlon of every Saint from the Beginn:ng to the End of 
things, having his Crown upon his Head;the Univerſal Kingdom of all Glories 
in himſelf ; with wh'ch Kingdom he ſtandeth out of the Perſon, and in the 
Perſon of the Lord Fejus, which Myliteriouſly, and Divinely involveth, and 
wnfolderh ail in itſelf, For this reaſon they caſt down their Crowns at his Feer. 

This Fe/#s uniterh all States im himielf , from the higheſt, the Sweete(t 
Light of Lite, to the Darkeſt, molt Diſmal Deep of Death. For he ftandeth 
in the midſt of rheſe Glories; as having bin ſlain, thewing ail the Bloody, Bale- 
ful Forms of Death in the 'Traumph o: Eternal Lite, 

This Lamb hath ſeven Eyes, and ſeven Horns, which are the ſeven Spirits 
of God ſent forth into all the Ezrih. Seven is a Perfe&t Number, the Power of 
all Numbers, which mulr:ply rhemſelves endiefly by the Marriage of the 
Two Firſt Numbers, 'Faree, and Four,the Numbers of the Trinity upon the 
Throne, and tbe Four Living Creatures, moſt immediately to the Throre; 
and from thence ſpreading themſelves thorow all chings ; being i# the mid{t 
of the Throne, and round abcut the Throne on every ſide, Revel. 4. 6. 

The ſeven Spirits of God ſent forth into all the Earth, are the Holy Ghoſt, 
that one, Manifold, Infinite Spirit, which divideth Iifelf into Innumerable, flam- 
ing Tongues, Eyes, Horns ; into all Forms of things according to its own 
Good Pleaſure ; ever Containing all within ufclt; ever filling all with itſelf, 

See now the Lamb with ſeven Eyes,and ſeven Horns, ſeven Spirits ſent forth 
into all the Earth. Tone Lamb is Feſus rikn trom the Dead ; The Lord, the 
Spirit,who hach Innumerable, Living Lights of Glory in himſelt; Ianumerable 
Living Springs ot Light, and Glory ; with which as with {o many ever-waking 
Eyes he ſhineih, and leeth thorow all things ; who hath innumerable Powers, 
Almighty Powers, Fountains of Power, as ſo many Horns, with which he 
ruleth, and reigneth in the midft of all things. 

A Poet in a bright Night taken in a Wood by Robbers, which would kill 
him, ſaid to them : As many ſtars, as ſhine in the Sky ; ſo many Eyes now look 
upon you, and will be witnefles of this Murther. 

O Sinner, who art hatching, who art practiſing any luſt in the moſt ſecret 
corner of thine heart, or Cloſet ; be-awake, be aware. See the Lord Feſus wittr 
ten thouſand, with a Numberleſs Number of Eyes ; Shining, Flaming Eyes of 
Pure Glory looking forth full upon thee, from every point of the Walls, the 
Roof, the Floor, all things round about thee; from every point of thine own 
Heart, and all, that is within Thee. See the Lord Feſus with as many Horns 
of Divine Power from every Point of things running upon thee, to break Thee 
off from thy Luſts, or ro break Thee in pieces, 

O Saint, who mourneſt fitting in Darkneſs, Lying in Priſon, encompaſſed. 
with black thoughts, with Enermes Inviſable, or Viſible ; be awake, be aware; 
See thy Jeſus,thy King,thy Beloved with ten thouſand, a. Numberleſs _— 
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of Eyes ; ſweetly-ſhining, ſweetly-Flaming, Eyes of 'Pure Love, from every 
Point of the blackeſt Darkneſs, of the darkeſt Priſon,ot-thy: Darkeſt thoughts 
themſelves looking forth upon "Thee. ETD 833, © 

See him with as many Golden Horns of Divine Power from. every part, + 
from every {ide running upon thine Enemies,to rune themtocaſt th emdown 
to the Ground, down to the bottom of the Pit, until they riſe no more,whether 
they be things Viſible, or Inviſible. | BEE: 

See him with the fame \Innumerable Golden Hons from every part of 
things, from the thickeſt Darkneſs, round about thee running to Thee to raiſe 
Thee up, to ſet Thee on high upon the Rock of Eternity in the midſt of the 
Throne of God, ; 

Revel. 1. 14, The Eyes of the Lord Fe(us are compared to a' Flame of Fire. 

A Spirit is all one Entire Eye, and full of Eyes, The Lord Feſus is the Su- 
preme Spirit ſpreading himſelf thorow all things from the height of Heaven a- 
bove to the Depth of Death, and Hell beneath. - 

The Firmament is not fer fo thick with Stars; as the Whole Earth, the © 
whole-Creation,all things are ſet with the Eyes of the Lord Feſus. Theſe Eyes 
are ſo many Suns of Love to the Flowers, the Wheat, the Gold, the Dia- 
monds, to increaſe their Beauty, draw forth their Sweetneſs, ripen their Fruit, 
make them ſparkle, and ſhine more pleaſantly. But to Stubble, and Thorns; 
to Vanity, or Enmity, they are a flame of Fire, burning upon ir,until it be con- 
ſumed. O Fear the Wrath of the Lamb. 

2. Application. Fear to look with a Vailed Heart upon the Vailed Face of 
the Lord eſis. Tf thou ſeeſt the Shadow, the Letter of the Goſpel ; if thou 
ſeeſt the Vail, the Fleſh of Chriſt ; if thou ſeeſt not to the End of theſe, as 
things to be done away, if thou fſeeſt not thorow theſe, beyond- theſe, the 
Lord, the Spirit, which is the Heavenly Body, and Subſtance to the Shadow ; 
the Naked Face, the Naked, Unchangeable, Eternal Perſon of Chrift, hid un- 
der the Vail :/it is not Feſwus Chriſt, but Moſes, in whom thou truſteſt. Thou 
art not in the Arms of a Lovely, pleaſant Bridegroom ; but at the feet of a ſe- 
vere Judge. | 

This 1s the Law from Mount Sai, which engendreth bondage, which 
trembleth, / and ſhaketh for fear, where Thunders roar, and Lightnings fly 
abroad from the midſt of a thick Darkneſs. This is not the Lord Feſ#s tull of 
Grace, that Perfe& Love, which caſteth our fear ; the Perfection of Beauty, 
on Mount Sion ; which ſtandeth firm for ever; which may be touched, kifled, 
and - embraced. "Take heed to thy ſelf, O Temporary Believer ; Thou Jew, 
thou Chriſtian outwardly,in the Letter onely. 'This is not the Sun of Righteouſ- 
eſs, on which thou lookeſt ;; but the Cloud, which covereth the Sun. If the 
Eye of thy Spirit ſtay here, and pierce no further : out of this Cloud will 
come down upon thy head, a tempeſt, a Whirlwind, and Flames of Fire. 
"The Vail 15 upcn your Hearts, while the Goſpel is read, even to this day. 
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3 Application. Bleſſed -art' thou, bo lookefs. with a Naked Heart upon the 
Naked Perſon of Chriſt He-who is fixed in the Letter, the Ourward Form, the 
Fleſh of the Erexfial Word, is One of the People of the Fews, who ſtood be- 
low at the Foot of the Mountain, having in their Eye the Outſide onely of 

' things. Theſe ſaw nothing, but the Blackneſs of Darkneſs, and the Flaſhes of 
Lightning ; theſe heard nothing, but the dreadful claps of Thunder. 

He, who aſcendeth, and entreth into the 'Truth the Spirit, is with Moſes, 
within, upon'the Top'of he Mount. He talketh with God face to face,as a man 
ralketh with his Friend, He ſeeth the Divine Light,and Calm of Eternity in the 
naked Perfon of the Lord Jefſus.He receiveth the Language of Divine Love,the 
Muſick of Eternity, with kifſes of Love, immediately, from the Lips of the 
Lord Jeſus. He feeleth the Fountain of Life,8 all Joys flowing from the Heart 
of the Lord Jeſus,running naked|y thorow h's whole Body, and Spirit; being a 
better Feaſt, than that of all meats, and Drinks; filling him with Spirit, and 
Pleaſantneſs; cloathing him with a freſh Luſtre,Beauty in a more excellent vray, 

The Lord Feſwus faith of himſelf in the Goſpel ; 1 hawe a Baptiſm to be bap- 
tiſed with, and how am I ffreightned, till it be over. The Loves, the Lovelineſ- 
ſes,the Divine Life, the Delights, the Glories,the Lord Feſus, all the Treaſures 
of the Eternal Word are fſtreightned in the fleſh of Chriſt; as the Beauties, and 
Sweetnefles of a Flower ; the Fruits of a 'Tree are ſhut up, and impriſoned 
in the Seed, When the Lord Feſus by Death is baptiſed intoa Divine Form 
and Glory, when he cometh forth, as A Spirit, as the Eternal Spirit having 

married the Humane Nature into One Heavenly Form, an1 Spirit, with itſelf : 
Now all the Treaſures of Righteouſneſs, Life, Immortality, Love, Joy ; all 
the Treaſures of the God- Head diſplay+ themſelves over the whole Perſon of 
Chriſt, entirely, nakedly, richly, to the Height of all their Beauties, and Sweer- 
| nefſes , as Flowers full-blown in Spring ; as Fruit-trees laden with ripe fruit 
in Auturn, | =p 

Who now can expreſs the Joys, when a Naked Heart meeteth with its 
Naked -Jefus ? when both have caſt off their Vails ; One from his Face ; The 
other from his Hearr. It is the ſame Bleſſed hand of the Eternal Spirir, which 
taketh off the Vails, from Both, dropping Myrrhe, a heavenly. Sweetneſs, Pu- 
rity, and Immortality, as It taketh them off. | 

The Reflection of the Face of God upon the Face of Moſes-on the Mount 
caft a Divine Luſtre, and Beauty, which remained upon ir. 
{ He came down into the-mid{t of the People, bringing a Heaven 1n his 
| Face along with him. But they could not bear the Brightneſs of this Naked 
Beauty. He therefore caſteth a Vail upon his Face.So they remain in Darkneſs, 
their Minds are blinded ; until Wrath cometh upon them to the uttermoſt. ; 

This is'an/ Example unto us ; upon © whom the Ends of all Fore-going, 
Times, and Actions are come. Behold the Lord Feſusis gone up to thetop 
of the Mount, He is aſcended. He is Glorified with the Father, with that Glory, 
Fs F tt | which 


g_ 
which he had with the Father before the World was. :As a Spirit he-cometh 
_ agun to us in the Shining Form of this Spiritual, Uncreated, Eternal 
ory. | 

Wo to you, who cannot bear the Brightneſs. of this Appearance, who can- 
nor look ſtedtaſtly upon the Naked Face, the Naked Form of the Lord Feſuc, 
this Spirit. T'o you he caſteth a Vail over his Face ; and as he caſteth a Vail 
over his own Face ; he cafteth a Vail over your Hearts. To you now he com- 
cth, as a Thief in the Night, bringing Darknefs, and Doubt ; Trouble, and 
Terrours ; Confuſion, Deſolation, and Deſpair ; ſpoiling you of all your Coun- 
terfeit Jewels, falſe hopes, falſc Joys, falſe Graces, falſe Chriſt, 

But you, who love, and wait tor rhis Appearance of your - Lord, and Sa- 
viour, like Lightaing ſhining from Heaven into your Hearts ; you who with 
the ſingle Eye of a Chalt\Spoule look to the Beloved Perſon of your Feſws in 
the ſimplicity of his Spiritual, and Divine Form ; Blefled are you of the Lord 
Teſs. Fo you he cometh, as a Sun of Righteouſnels with healing in his 
Wings ; Overſpreading you with his warm, and Naked Beauties z Coverin 
your Deformities ; Curing your Maladies ; Infuling new Cordials of Immortal 
Life, and ſoy into your Hearts ; Hatching you. to Spirituality ; raifing you 
upon Silver Wings, and Golden Feathers to Heavenly Flights with | hymſelf, 

To you he cometh Enlightning, enlivening, Transforming, Glorifying, 
Gathering you up into One Spirit, One Glory with hinielk. 

Where this Spirit, the Lord Feſws 1s, there is Liberty of bebolding, of en- 
Joying the Lord Feſus nakedly, immediately, entirely, eternally ; without 'any 
chain, clog, cloud, interpoſal, or interruption. 'Thereis Liberty of growing 
up into a Spirit out of All the Vailsof Fleſh : into One Spirit with him. O 
the Joys of a Naked Heart, when it meeteth with its Naked Saviour. 

Bur, as it was with the Painter, who called to remove the Vail, that he 
might ſee the Pifture ; when their was a Vail onely painted there. The Vail 
was all the Picture : ſo 1s it with the hypocrite,with the Temporary Believer. 
His Jefus, his Heaven 1s a Vail onely ; a Vail, like that of the Tabernacle, 
finely wrought with Pictures of Angels, of Heaven, of jcſus; but Keeping 
him for ever from thie Face, the Boſon of Jeſus the ſociety of Angels, the Joys 
of Heaven, in the Outermoſt Darkneſs. His hope, s a Spiders Web. The 
Poiſon of Death, and Hell are bred there. 

I hear a Voice frequently in my Spirit ſaying ro me ; Cry, What hall 1 
ery ? | | 

41 Cry ; There was an Ark in which Noah, and his Family were ſafe 
from the Flood, which drowned the World. The onely Ark in which Noah, 
the Believer, the Child:of Reſt ſhall be ſafe from the Flames, which are now 
zeady to deyour the World, is the Naked Perſon of Chriſt inthe Inviſibility, 
and Spirituality of his Divine, Eternal Form. 

2. Cry; The Sound, and noiſe of the Hammers framing the Ark for Noah, 
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preachet! the R'ghreduſneb of God, the Ruin of the World, very near. The 
Sond; and toife of the 'Lord Feſas, the Spirit of Life, the Spirit of Love, in 
his Naked Perſon, 'in his Naked Loves, and Lnyclinefſes growing up, forming 
himſelf in the Spirirs bf his Saints preaches now a Deluge of Deſtruction, 
Death, and He'l at the Docr, ready to enter in; T'he Reft, and Righteoul- 
neſs of God in his Bojom alone , the Reſt of God in his Loves ; the Righteouſ- 
neſs of God in his LoveiineHs. 

3. Cry ; As it was in the Days of Noah; fo it will be now. The whole 
World will go on to ext, and Drink, to marry, and give in Marriage ; to mock 
at this Preparation of 21 Ark ; at theſe Diſcourſes of, theſe Endeaveurs for the 
Spiritual Perſon of Chriſt in the Heaven'y Image : for the Revelation of h'm 


| inour Spirits; for the Retirement of our Perſons into him. The whole World 


will go on in Senſuality, and Carnality, mocking at the Lord, this Spirit, the 
Ark ; till the Cay that God open the Windows of Heaven from above, and 
break up the great Deep'of Hell from below to cover them with, and ſwallow 
them up in Unquenchable Flames. . 

They fay ; that Serb foreſeeing Two Deſtructions of the World prepared 


| Two Pillars, upon which he engraved all Myſteries of Humane, and Divine 


Knowledge ; One of Marble. to endure the Flood ; the other of Brick, to 
continue in the Flames. | 

St Peter ſpeaking of the Flood and the Ark addeth; The Lik: Figure, where- 
unto now ſaveth us, Baptiſm ; not the waſhing away the filth of the Fleſh, but 
the = of a Good Conſcience by the Reſurrettion of Feſus Chriſt from the 
Dead. Io, | 
The Lord Feſus counſelleth the laſt Church, Laedicea, to buy of him Gcld 


| tried in the Fire, Gold tried in the Fire no more loſeth any thing, or receiveth 


any harm in the Fire ; but ſhineth more gloriouſly. 

The Lord Feſus riſen from the Dead, and become a Spirit, the Fountain of 
Life, is the Gold tried in the Fire of Death, and the Divine Wrath. An Ark of 
Wood ſaved Noah from the Waters. pes 

Behold an Ark of pure Gold, a Spirit of Immortality, and Glory, which 
thineth with greateſt Gloty in the midſt of the Everlaſting Burnings. This 15 
our Feſ#s , who ſaveth us from the Fire, which is already Kindled, and burn- 
eth upon the World;which will immediately raiſe itſelf toa Mighty, Irreſiſtible 
Flame. Blefſed are you, who enter into this Ark of Gold, and ſhut your ſelves 
up into It, Here you ſhall lie upon beds gf Love, as in the Mirriage-Chamber, 
in the Boſcm of your Bridegroom, enfommpaſſed with Songs of Joy ; whale 
the Fire dreadfully devoureth all without, round about. you. 'T'hen ſhall 
Worldly Chriſtians, Hypocrites, Temporary Believers, all who have lived in 
the Lufts of the Fleſh, or the Letter onely of the Gofpe! rake hold of, climb 
up upon the outſide of the Ark, the > page Fleſthly Form, and A_—__ 
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of the Eternal Word, the Lord Jeſus. Then ſhall they too late cry to be taken 
into the Spirit, which alone is Truth, which alone hath Immortality. But 
they ſhall be rejeCted. They ſhalbIoſe their hold, drop off into the flames, and 
periſh there. I will conclude all with that Scripture ; Fob, 14. wv. 30.31, 
When Feſus Chriſt perceived, that the hour, and Power of Darkneſs were now 
come upon him, he ſaith ; The Prince of this Werld cometh ; Ariſe, let us go hence. 
Thus fairh the ſame Jeſus now in the Hearts of his Beloved Ones, to his 
Spouſe : The Prince of Darkrels ;'T he hour, and Power of Darkneſs, of dread, 
of Deſtruction, of the Devouring F ire cometh ; Ariſe, let us go hence ; out of 


the viſible things of the Fleſh, u.to the Inviſibility of the Spirit ; The Ark 
of Pure Gdld, Paved with Loves. 


3 Proverty ; Plenty. This is the Third Property in the Effuſion of Divine 
Love upon the Gloritied Perſon of Chriſt. It is poured forth plentifully. 

] will divide this Head by Streams flowing from it. 

i. The Fulneſs of all Lowe is poured forth in Feſus Chriſt. 

2. The Perſon of Chriſt is all Full of Love. 

1. The Fulneſs of all Lowe is poured forth in Feſus Chriſt. We read ; Colof. 
1.19. It pleaſed the Father, that all Fulneſs ſhould dwell in him ; that is/in Fe-. 
fus Chrift. All Fulneſs and fo the Fulneſsof All Love had its Seat, its Bed in 
the Boſom of our Saviour.| But the Pleaſure, the Will of the Father, which is 
the Higheſt Pleaſure, Pleaſure in one, Subſtantial,moſt PerfeCt, Eternal AR, is 
the Well Spring which ſendeth forth this Plenitude of Divine Love into Chriſt. 

The Wordslye fo in Greek, that they may be properly rendred according 
to the rules of Grammar after this manner : All Fulneſs as well pleaſed to dwell 
in him, God 1s the Fulneſs, which filleth all in all, He alone is in any Place, 
in any Spirit, in any Creature Replerive, fo as to fill it. God is Lowe. God then 
15 the Fulneſs of all Love. 

Nothing attracteth, and draweth ſo powerfully, as Pleaſure doth. God, who 
is that Love, which 1s all Fulneſs, the Fulneſs of all ; God, who is the Fulneſs 
of all Love poureth forth himſelf to the Full, to the laſt drop, if we may fo 
ſpeak of that Love, which hath neither Firſt, nor laſt ; Beginning, nor End ; 
in the Lord Jeſus. For in Chriſt he poureth forth himſelf with Pleafure, which 
is the higheſt of all Pleaſures. The Eftufign of Love is itſelf a Pleaſure. 'Then 
the Beautiful and Bleſſed Perſon of the Lord Feſus is the moſt pleaſant Chan- 
nel, the moſt pleaſant Seat, and Palaceof Divine Love. 

This Fulneſs of Divine Love in Chriſt ſhooteth forth itſelf into Three 
Branches ; 

I. Love in all States. 2. Love of all Kinds. 3. Love in all Degrees. 

1. There is in Feſus Chriſt lowing forth from the Father a Fa'neſs of Live 
mn all States. There are Three States of Divine Love in our Blefſed Saviour. 
There is 1. Preventing Eove , 2. Aſſifting Love ; 3. Finiſhing Love, Divine 
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Love in Feſus Chrift hath theſe Three States,and a glorious, tranſcendent, tri- 
umphant Fulneſs in every Srate. . | X x x 

1. There is in the Lord Feſus poured forth from the Father 4 Fulneſs of 
all Preventing Love. 2. Tim. 1. 9. St. Paul teacheth us that God bath ſaved us, 
not according to works, which we have done, but according to his own Pur- 
poſe, and Grace given us in C briſt, before the World was. Beforethou hadſt any 
thoughts of Love to Feſ#s Chriſt,before thou hadſt any Being in This World, 
before theWorld was ; there was a Love. from the Father in Jeſus Chriſt to 
Thee;to Thee, whoever thou art, that lifreſt up theEye of thySpirir,theEye of 
Faith,to ſee thy trueSelf,thine qwnPerſon in this Dwelling-Place,thisPalace of 
Divine Love, where thou haſt bin ' hid where thou haſt had thine abode tho- 
row all generations, from Eternity : Chriſf# in the Glory of the Father, the 
heart ., the Father in Chriſt. 

This Preventing Love well underſtood, removeth Two Objettions out of 
the way of many hearts to the Boſom of their Jeſus. 

Obje&. 1. Broken-hearted Sinners, diſtreſſed Souls frequently plead thus 
2gainſt themſelves : We cannot think, that Feſus Chriſt hath any Love for us: 
becauſe we cannot believe his Love. 

| Anſw. Hear, O broken-hearted Sinners, O Diſtrefled Souls, Hear, and be- 
lieve. Feſus Chriſt hath in himſelf from his Father the Fulnefs of all Preventing 
Love. He beginneth to you in Love. He beginneth with you. He giveth you 
Faith to believe his Love. Zo pets is given 10 believe. 

The Son of Man cometh,and giveth you an underſtanding to know the True God 
by his Proper Name of Love ; I. Fohn. 5. 20. The Preventing Love of God 
in the Boſom of Chriſt cometh to Thee, poureth forth itſelf in thy Boſom, 

iveth Thee a new Eye to ſee the Divine Beauty ; anew Ear to bear the 
heavenly Melody ; anew heart to take in, relliſh, and underſtand the Spi. 
ritual Sweetneſfles, Fulneſles, Joys of this Firſt Love, Love in its Fountain, in 
the Fountain of Eternity. | 

This New Wine of the Everlaſting Kingdom giveth itſelf to Thee with a 
New Bottle,a New Spirit, which will take in, and hold this precious Liquour. 
Not one drop, of it ſhall ever fall beſides this Bottle, or be fpilt our of it. 

Objed. 2. But ſtill thou poor, troubled, trembling Soul thinkeſt the glad 
Tydings of the Goſpel, of Pure, Preventing Love too good to be true. Thus 
thou argueſt againſt thy ſelf, If I were but moderately evil, ormorally . 
if I could in any degree comply or cloſe with Feſus Chriſt, when he offereth 
his Love, and himſelf to me : then might I have ſome hope, that I had fome 
place in his heart. Burt, if the Lord Jeſus. himſelf ſhouldthive forth with rhe 
Sweeteſt Viſion of Preventing Loye in the midſt of my Flefhlinefles, Filtki- 
neſſes, hardneſſes, Enmiries ; and ſhould fay ro me, as the Angel to Mary ; 
hail thou, that are greatly Beloved ; Hail rhou, that are freely Beloved : I 
ſhould not onely- wonder at this Salytation ; but believe it all to bea vain 
Dream of my deluded Fancy, Anſw. 
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Anſw. Let me tell Thee a Story. 'A beautiful &£77ptiay Youth, when his 
Friends defired to take his Picture, deſired them to rake him up” feven daies 
frer his death,and tken'to take his Pifture. Thov, the moſt detiled2'the moſt 
> 1raitens Sinner, wert once beautiful, once in the freſhneſs, and lower of thy 
Youth, in Paradiſe, lr is true ; thou art now dead, dead of the moſt loathſom 
diſcaſe, dead by the moſt killing, and corrupting Death, dead in fin; Yet now, 
after that thou haſt bin mapy years dead, Jeſus Chriſt in his Glorified Perſon 
cometh like a Bridegroom from heaven, not one!y to take thy Pitture bur to 
take thy Perſon into the Arms of his Preventing Loves, to breath bis Prevent- 
ing Loves into Thee, as a New Life, the Spring of a New Beauty, excelling 
thar, which was loſt by Thee in Paradiſe, incorruptible, that never fadeth, nor 
paſſeth away. | 

Ladies and Queens have ſometimes hatched Eggs in their Boſoms. 'Thy 
dead, deformed Perſon will thy Saviour hatch in the warm and naked Boſom 
of his Preveming Loves unto a Divine Life, that ſhall anſwer Love with 
Love, and flouriſh-in the Lovelineſs of every Grace;every Glory, through thy 
New-born Soul, and body, according to their proper ſeaſons: ' * 

Having known the Love of the Lord my Spirit laboureth, yet not my Spt- 
rit,but the Love of the Lord Jeſus in my Spirit laboureth by all means to bring 
forth itſelf in the freſh, and full Senſe of its Firſt, its Free, its Preventing 
Sweetnefles, in your hearts; as a Spring of Living Warers in a dry, and bar. 
ren Wilderneſs. Burt, as.a tender Mother taketh a beloved Child, weak, and 


peeviſh ; laieth it in her y 2penre a . Cordial down into irs ftomack: (> will 
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your Jeſus do with you, rieved Spirits, whoare weak, without flrengrh ; 
troward,& will nor take in his Love. He will rake you,lay you upon his knees, 
and pour this precious Cordial of his Preventing Loves into your Mouths. 
Then will it go right, and [weet down to the bottom of your heart; "There it 
wilh, become a Well ſpringing up with pure, ſweet, and plentiful Streams of 
every Spiritual Truth, Grace, Comfort, or Joy unto Eternal Life.” This is 
The Firſt State of Love in the Lord Feſus ; Preventing Love. 

2. There is in the Lord Feſus poured forth from the Father a Fulneſs of 
all Aſſiftmg Love. 2. Cor. 14. v. 7. 8. 9. St. Paut had a thorn m his Flefh, 
meſſengers of Satan ſent to buffer him. He prayed thrice, that he might be de- 
livered from them.-He had this anſwer from the Lord : * My Grace zs ſufficient 
for Thee. Many tender-hearted Saints, who feel their Luſts, as Thorns in their 
Fleſh ; who feel their Paſſions, as the Meſſengers of Satan, the Angels of the 
Dragon buffering them ; cry out frequently in the Agonies of Fear, and Grief ; 
O this Luſt ! © this Thorn in my Fleſh ! Sure at 'laſt it will woumd me 6 
deeply to the heart, that it will let out the Life-blood of all faith, hope, grace, 
and comfort. O this Paſſion ! O this Meſſenger of Satan ! It will one day carry 
me back again into thoſe Chains ef Darkneſs, and that Bottomleſs Pit, oft of 
which I ſcer to my (elt ſametimes to Iaye eſcaped. But, O Believer ! toffed 
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with the Tempeſts, be comforted. Fear none of theſe things. Look up conti- 
nually'to' the Bleſſed Perfon of :your dear Saviour hfred up into Glory in the 
midſt of your Spirits. See the Father pouring forth himſelf into the Fulnefs,the 
Glorious Fulnels of all Afiiſting Loves m his Boſom. Pray continually ; and 
hear this B'efſed voice from 'the Mouth of your Saviour continually ſounding 
in your ears; My Aſſiſting Loves are ſufficient for Thee. 

Obj. Bur ſome Soul, that wanteth Comfort, will ſay , When the Lord Jeſus 
hath once by his Preventing Love planted a New Principle, and Habits of 
Grace in me, he now expecteth ; that I ſhould improve this Principle, and | 
a& theſe Graces. It I do this, and tnake uſe of-that, which I have : I may com- 
fortably- look for his Aſſiſting Love, and that more Grace ſhould be ſtill 
given me, But'what New Loves can I promiſe 'my ſelf to accompany me, and 
carry me on 11 my way; whale I fo 1ll requite the Lord Jefusfor tis Firſt Loves, 
that I ſuffer his Gifts tolye unimproved, his Graces to lye unaCtive in-me, hid 
in the Earth by: my Sloth, or Senſuality. ?-*': 

\ Axf1w] ſhall proceed in my. anfwer to this: Obje&ion by Three Steps. 
1 Stop. This Obje&#ion wrappeth up together in it ſomething T7ue, ſoraething 


Fa =. a3t! af: DOR; $5 : 

. 'This is' Falſe 5 That the Aſſiſting Love of the -Lord Feſus dependeth 
upon our Emprovement of Grace already received from him. This is nor 
True ; No; by no means. : Aſſiſting Love is as free, as full, as abſolute, as much: 
all, as much alone tn Carrying on. the Work of Grace in us : as Preventing 
Love is in Beginning it. God hath poured forth .in Chriſ# the Fulneſs of all 
Aſſiſting Love.” © C 1 

I am the Truth, the way, and the Life ;fanh our Saviour. Feſus Chriſt is the 
Trath, and the Life of all Grace in the way, as much, as in the Beginning, or 
End. Without me ye can do Nothing. Every ACt of Grace, every thing in every 
Att of Grace, which diſtinguiſherh it from a meer Non-Entity, from an Abſo- 
tute Nothing ; Every Degree of Spiritual Being in the whole Life of Grace 
with all the Exerciſes of ir through the whole way from the Beginning to the 
End ; 1s all alike, Immediately from Fefus Chriſt. 

That, which 1s 'Frue in the Objed:on is this; the Emprovement of Spiri- 
tual Principles, the Exerciſe'of our Graces are attended with Clearer Illumina- 
tions. Sweeter Enlargements, :more Divine' heighthnings of all heavenly 
Truths, Graces, and Confolations in us. On the other ſ11de, when Faith 1s 
no2 acted, when holineſs is neglefted : Darkneſs, Decay, Diftreſs, and Death: 
dwell upon us. But theſe thingsare all entirely Conſequences,and Effects ; nor 
Cauſes, or AttraCtives of Aflifting Love The Afliſt nated of our#Lord Feſus 
1s as the Sun, which by its Preſence bringeth Light, Warmth, Fruirtulneſs, 
Lite, Beauty, Pleafurefalong with it. When it withdraweth. irſelf,, leaveth 
the Cold, hardneſs, Storms, Defolation of Winter behind it. + 

The Bridegroom chargeth-the Virgins of Fera/alem,by the Rocs,and os 
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of the Field, that they ſtir not up, nor awake his Love, until She pleaſe, Cane. 
2.7, The Angelsof heaven, which are the Inviſible Miniſters, by whom all 
things move in the whole Order of Second Cauſes ; are here underſtood accord. 
ing to thejenle of ſome learned Divines, By the Virgins of Feruſalem. The 
Roes, and hinds of the Field arethe Pleaſant Loves, and Lovelinefles of the 
Eternal Spirit in the heavenly Perſon of Chy;ſt. The Law of the Eternal 
Beauties, and Loves of the Divine Nature lieth upon all things, upon all the 
Miniſters, and Armies of God ; that the Spouſe of Chriſt be neyer laid to ſleep, 
or awakened ; but according to its own good pleaſure, as it is One Spirit with 
the Lord Jeſus-by a knot ot Everlaſting Love, as a Queen at the Right hand 
of her King, ſet down in Heavenly Places with him, 10 him, upon the ſame 
Throne. When the Divine Principle, which 1s the Bride, and the Spiritual 
Man in a Saint retireth itſelf, and goeth to its reſt : in this Night the Wild 
Beaſts, Bruitiſh Luſts, Raging Paſſions come forth to prey upon the Natural 
Man covering it with filch,& wounds. Bur, when the Day ſpring ariſeth from 
on high when the ſeaſon cometh for this Man,this Heavenly Seed, & Bride to 
awake, to ſtir up her ſelf,/and come forth again ; in this New Morning the 
Beaſts return to their Den ; Luſts, and Paſſions ſink down into their own 
Principle, the Bottomleſs) Pit, out of which they aroſe. But the Muſick, to 
which the Spiritual Spouſe moveth in theſe Retirements, and Returns, is the 
Love of the Spiritual Bridegroom, like the Silver Trumpets of the Sanctuar 
in the Wilderneſs to..the Children of I/rae}, founding a Retreat, and a R 
or a March, and a Progreſs, eat 1 
Obj. But you wall fay; It there be nothing to be done by us,to what puiyaſh 
are all Duties, Prayers, Attendances on the Word ? It nothing can be done 
by us in- the Acting, and Improvement of Spiritual Principles, to what end are 
all Admonitions, Exhortations, Inſtruftions, Promiſes, in the Holy Scriptures ? 
nf. Theſe are all Aſſiſting Love deſcending from the Boſom of the Bride- 
groom above, into the Lap.of his Bride below in various forms, like the Sun- 
ſhine,& Showers from Heaven falling upon the Boſom of the Earth. They are 
the ſame Aſſifting Love aſcending again by various degrees, in various]Shapes, 
or Growths,like the Flowers, & the Corn ſhooting up out of the Ground, Hef; 
2.22, It is promiſed; that God will hear the Heawens,the Heavens ſhall hear the 
Earth, the Earth ſhall hear the Corn and Wine; and the Corn and Wine ſhall hear 
Fezreel. Fexreel is the Seed of God, All the Ordinances,all Forms, all Motions 
not of Grace alone but of Nature alſo, are the Commerce, and T'rafhick of the 
Divine Natzre with itſelf, as it is the head of Fine Gold above all ; and the 
Hidden Pear], the Precious Seed at the bottom of all. In every Step of things, 
in every Form, in every Language of Heaven, and Earth, of Grace, and Na- 
zure, in every Ordinance, God ſeeth the face, heareth the Voice, anfwereth 
the Cry of Jezreel, his own Seed, his own Son ; Fezreel ſeeth the Face, hear- 
<th the Voce, anſwereth the Call of God, of its Father, Fexreel is the Dove 
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whoſe Face is Lovely, whoſe Voice is Sweet to the Heavenly Bridegroon, al- 
though itbe from the Holes of the Ruck, and the Hollow places of the Stairs ; 
from the lowelt, the darkeſt Diſpenſations, from the nethermoſt parts of the 
Earth; from the meaneſt Ordinances ; from an Inward, an Outward Priſon, or 
Grave. The Heaven, the Earth, the Corn, the Wine, Duties performed, 
Ordinances enjoyed, Graces Acted, the Word publiſhed ; All are the Green 
Flouriſhing, Fruittul Bed of Preventing, or Afliſting Loves, on which the 
Lord Jeſus, and his Spouſe embrace each other. 

In Ordinances the heavenly Bridegroom pipeth, or mourneth to Fezree!, 
the Divine Seed, his Siſter-Spouſe. In Duties, or Graces Fezreel danceth, or 
mourneth to him again. 'Thorow all theſe Aſſiſting Love ſweetly ſhineth, or 
ſoundeth from above ; ſweetly again refle&erh and Ecchoeth back from the 
Spirit of a Saint below. This is the Anſ2vcr in its Firſt Step. 

2 Step. The Reaſon given by the Philoſopher, why the Heavens, which 
we ſee over our heads move fo regularly, ſo harmoniouſly, ſo conſtantly, 
from the begining of the world hitherto, isthis; They have Afliſting Forms, 
Intcl};gences, Angels, which move them, which turn them round. Many 
Souls ſweetly touched with the Allurements of Divine Love in Chriſt, fear 
tc come to him, to caſt themſelves into His Boſom by Believing. They di- 
{ruſt their own ſtrength, and conſtancy for their continuance in a holy tem- 
ver. They doubt they ſhall fall back with greater guilt and ſhame to them- 
lelves ; with greater reproach to the name of the Lord Feſ#s. Many weak 
Chriſtians are day and night tormented with like fears, anddoubts; that they 
ſhall fall away art laſt by the force of ſome Corruption,or the Difficulties in the 
waies of Holineſs. Dear Souls! be not diſcouraged from believing, or ir. be- 
lieving ; be not kept off from the Boſom of Chriſt, be not diſquieted in His 
Boſom by any fears or doubts. You have a Good Angel for an Aſſiſting 
Form,you have an Aſſiſting Form brighter and more glorious,than the high- 
eſt and brighteſt Angel; more powerful, than all the Angels in Heaven. You 
have the Aſſiſting Love of the Lord Feſus preſent with you, in your Spirits, 
by day, and by night. This doth move, this will move, and turn abour your 
Hearts, your lives regularly, harmoniouſly, conſtantly, in all the Circles of 
Divine Graces, 'Truths, Joys, Glories, according to the Laws, and Patterns 
in the Supreme Mind, in the Heart of God, thorow all times Eternally. 

Preventing Love is the Golden Chain, which draweth thee to the Ent- 
braces of Chriſt. O run when thou feeleſt thy ſelt ſo drawn. Aſſiſting Love is 
the Golden Chain, that tyeth thee faſt, and cloſe, immediarely,inſeparably, for 
ever in theſe embraces. Reſt with Confidence, and {nll Aſſurance in theſe em- 
braces;feed with defire and delight among the Lillies here;}ye down to fleep in 
theſe embraces. Thy ſleep will be ſweer to thee. | 

3 Step. Learned men and Divines teach us; that the Prefervarion of the 
world is continuata Creatio, a continued Creation, In eycry moment of Time 


Ges from 


| [ 410] 
from the Begiuning of the world to the end, the Divine ACt of Preſerving, 
and Governing the world| according to the Preſent form proper to it for 
that Scaſon is entirely the fame with the ACt of Creation. In every moment 
from the Begining of the world to the end, the whole world with all things in 
it riſe up into the form deſigned for that moment in the Eternal Law of the 
Divine Wiſdom, out of the nothingnels of the Creature out of the Omnipa- 
tency of the Creator, as freely, as freſhly,as fully, as Abſolutely, as in the fiſt 

Moment of Its Being. | 

So is it,and much more Cearly,fweetly g'orioutly fo in this Creation of God, 
the Creation of Grage. Atſilting Love 1s no other tha1 Preventing Love Con» 
tinued: A continuztion 0i|Preventing Love. Th<y ſay; A line is Oae Indi- 
vidual Point in motion. "This is molttrue ; All Atliiting Love ; the whole: 
Life of Grace, and Glory ina Saint is One, Individual, Unchangeable Point 
of Preventing Love Eternal Love in Motion, ſpreading it.elf, within Itſelf 
to an Infinite Circle, | | 

In every moment of a $Saint*s ſpiritual Being from his firſt Converſion to 
Eternity the Act of Aliiiting Love in Preſerving, in Governing thee 1s the 
{ame with that firſt Act of Preventing Love in Regenerating thee. 

In every moment of rhy Spiritual Being from thy firlk Converſion to thy 
Glorification in Eternity,thy Spiritual Man the Divine Nature 1n thee rifeth up 
into the form of that Moment anſwering lts Pattern inthe Heavenly Image, 
the Gloritied Perſon of Chr:/#, cut of thine own Norhingnelſs; out of the glori 
ous fulneſs of the God-head in Chriſt, as trecly, as. ireſhly, as ſweetly, as 
abſolutely, as entirely ; as in the hrſt momentof the New-Birth in thee. 

E will conclude this Second State of Divine Love in Chriſt, Aſſiſting Lowe 
with that of the Greek Epigram thus tranſlated :. fer Fatum 5; ſin ferre recuſes ; 
non minus te feret Fatum. /Bear thy Deſtiny. It thou refuſe to bear it; thy 
Deſtiny will nevertheleſs bear thee, and carry thee along. Calt thy ſelf,}O 
believer into the Boſom of the Aſſiſting Love of thy God in Chr, to be 
born up, and carried along in it. But if thou refuſe, and murmure ; neverthe- 
les this Affiſting Love will take thee into Its Boſom, and bear thee and carry 
thee along with It in Its own Way laid out and lifted up in Heaven in the 
Spirit into Eternal Joys. 

If we believe not ; yet is He faithful, and cannct deny Himſelf. God is 
Pove He cannot deny Himſelt in the unchangeablneſs of His Divine Eflence 
whichis Love. He 1s True and faithful ro the unity and {implicity of his own 
naked Being which 1s Loye in the nudlt of all our changes, unbeliets, unfaith- 
neilcs, 

3- There is poured forth from the Heart of the Father in the Boſom of our 
Glorified Saviour The fulneſs of all finiſhing Love. 1 know no Scripture, whici 
diſplayeth the finithing Love of God in Chr: with more [weerneſs, riches 
and fulneſs ; than that; Epheſ. 2. v. 4,5, 6,7, 8. You have here Leve under 
(everalrames in five verſes repearcd fix times 3 Mercy; Love; Grace; Grace 
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Kindneſs ; Grace. You have it brought in with Magnifying Titles ; Rich in 
Mercy ; Great Love; Exceeding Riches of Grace. The Salvation of a Saint is 
here preſented to us, as a rich Piece of tine Enamelling. Firft -the Ground on 
which the Enamelling lieth, is Gold. 'Then you have the rich Enamel upon 
the Gold. Laſtly ſome beautitul Picture is formed in the Enamel. Such a 
piece of Divine Work 18 a Saint. 1, The Ground of the Work is Pure Gold, 
Pure Love, Preventing Love, God doth all from Rich Mercy, for the Great 
Love wherewith he hath loved us, v. 2. 2. The rich Enamelling upon this 
rich Ground of Love is Love tov. All the Work 1s a curious, eloſe, and fine 
Enamelling of Divine Love upon a glorious Ground of Love. You have this 
brought in and doubled, w. 3, 8. By Grace ye are ſaved. 3. The Beautiful 
Picture formed in this Enamel of Love upon a Ground of Love is, the Hea- 
venly Face of Divine Love, naked, entire in all its Lovelineſſes and Glories, 
to raviſh all Spirits into a delighttul Admiration: That to the Ages to come 
might be ſhown the Exceeding Riches of his Grace, v. 7. This is the End of 
God in Chriſt. He draweth upon the whole Perſon of a Saint, the Heavenly 
Form, \he Divine Figure of Love, as Love is God ; of Himſelf, as God is 
Love. He draweth this Divine Figure of Love in all its Riches, in thoſe 
Ricks of Sweetneſs, Lovelineſs, Glory, which exceed, which tranſcend all 
Degrees, all Capacities,all Underſtandings in the Creature, He doth it«to this 
end, that the Father, the Lord Feſus, all Angels, and Spirits, all Creatures, 
in Apes to come, that is, in Eternity may ſee with Extaftes of Joy and Wonder, 
the Entire Form of Divine Love in its moſt naked,mot lively,richeſt Beauties, 


| figured upon, and ſhining in the whole Perſon of a Saint from one end of 


his Story unto the Other. Do younot diſcern the Finiſhing Love of God in 5 
Chriſt making All perfect in Eternity ? 
' "The Ground of the Work of God in a Saint is Love, It is all inlaid in 
every point of it with Love, It is All Overlaid with Love. When St.Paul had 
gone through the Particulars, and ſeveral times declared All to be Grace,Pure 
Love : after all that he wrappeth up all over again in Grace, in Pure Love. By 
Grace ye are ſaved; wv. 8. A Saint is like a Gold-Watch in a Gold-Caſe ; A 
Work of Love in aCovering of Love, as rich, as the Work. If you go never 
ſo low all thorow a Saint to the Nethermoſt parts of the Earth to his loweſt 
Foundations; All is Love. If you ſearch into the Heighths of Eternity above 
him, round about him ; All is Love, Comprehending, Crowning. Love. 

You will ſee the Fulneſs of the Finiſhing Love of God in Chriſt yet; more 
clearly : if you conſider Three Things ſet before you in 7 55 Scripture. 

1. It is Love, which is the Supream Sun of Eternity, which generatethus | 
to a Divine Birth, which infuſeth a Divine Principle of Life into us, and a- 
wakeneth it in us, For his greateſ# Love, wherewith he hath loved us, he hath 
quickened us, v. 4 5. This 18 Pre-venting Lewve. 

It is Love, which maintaineth, carrieth on, floweth forth into the Stream 
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of Divine Lite in us from the Beginning to the End. By Grace ye are [aved ; 
He hath raiſed you. v. 5. 6. The Way of a Saint is 2a Continued Reſurre&ion 
Every Moment is a New ReſurreCtion,every Reſurrection ſuppoſeth a Death. 

The whole Way o a Saint from the Firſt Incarnation of Chriſt in him 
is a Contexture of Deaths and Reſurrefions, Divine Lights of Lite and 
Shades. This whole Way of a Saint ;. the Deaths, as well, as the ReſurreCtions 
the Shades, as well, as the Lights, are Divine Grace, Pure Love, Love put-. 
teth on the form of Death, and ſhineth thorow it. Death putteth on the Form 
of Love, and ſhineth in it. 'This is Aſſiſting Love. 

It is Love, which ſetteth us down in Heavenly places. Love maketh itſelf a 
Heaven of glory and bliſs; a Kingdom of Joy,a Throne of pure Gold; a Crown 
of Immortality. This is Finiſhing Love. They are the ſame Riches of Mercy, 
the ſame Greatneſles of Loye, which ſhine forth in our hearts at our Regene- 
ration, at every Refurrection;and in Heaven at our Glorihcation. God rich in 
Mercy, for his great Love hath quickened us, raiſed us, ſer us down in Hea- 
veniy Places. All is the Same Love, the Seed, the Tree,the Bloſſom, the Fruzt. 

2 All the Steps in thewhole Way of a Saint from the Beginning to the 
End are ſo many Love-Unions. He hath quickened us together with Chriſt ; v, 
5. He hath raiſed us together with him ; He hath ſet us down together ; wv. 6 
Every new Step in Grace, or Glory is a New Love-Union. 

Every A&t of Divine Life is compoſed of a Bleſſed, and Beautiful Trinity 
of Divine Loves. 1. There is the Lord Jeſus, "That Spirit, which is the Su- 
pream Love, the Eſſential Image, the Eternal Son of That God which is Love; 
the Bridegroom, and Beloved of a Holy Soul. 2. There is the Spirit of a Saint, 
the Siſter, the Spouſe, the Love of this Love, thus Bridegroom ; Spirit of the 
ſame Spirit ; Love of the ſame Love ; ſprung from the ſame Root, formed into 
the ſame Image, and Tree,, bearing the ſame Fruits of Divine Love. *3. There 
isthe Holy Spirit, the Marriage-Dove, the Marriage-knot, the Love-Union 
between theſe Two Divine Loves. Thus every Act, every Moment of a 
Saint's Life is a Divine Trinity of Heavenly, Eternal Loves coming forth in 
a New Dreſs ſuitable to each New Moment.” 

3. All the Parts of a Gracious, or Glorious Life are acted ; all the Forms, 
and Moments of the State of a Saint; His Beginning, Progreſs, End are acted, 
and comprehended in the Pure Element of Heavenly Love ; in the Divine 
World of Spiritual Love ; in that Great, and Glorious Deep, into which all 
the Fountains of Love in the whole God-Head, in the Hearrt of the Father 
are broken up, and pour forth themſelves, in the Glorified Perſon of the Lord 
Jeſus. He hath quickened us together m Chriſt ; v. 5. He hath raiſed, us together, 
made us to ſit together in Heavenly Places in him ; v. 6. Thus you fee the Ab- 
foluteneſs, the Compleatnets of Finifhing Love, as well, as of Preventing, and 
Alfting Leve. You fee.the Finiſhing Love of the Father poured forth with all 
Fulneſs in our Blefted Saviour: You ſee Divine Love in the Boſom of your Be- 
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loved, Alon? B2ginniag Alone Continuing the Work of Grace, Alone in 
the Purity, Power, Simplicity . of Free Grace Finiſhing, PerfeCting All in 
Glory. 

] Nell make this clear to you by One Scripture more; 2 Tim. 1. 9. be hath 
ſaved us not according to works, which we have done, but accor ding to his own 
Purpoſe, and Grace given to ns in Chriſt, before the World was ; Who hath abc- 
liſhed Death, and brought Life,and Immortality to Light by his Appearance in the 
Goſpel. Behold this Heavenly Sight ! Believe, rejoyce, and wonder. A Saint is a 
Spiritual Building of all Reavenly Graces, and Glories.It is entirely compoſed 
thorowout of Free Grace, of Pure Love. The Foundation of it 1s laid in the 
Fair Colours of Divine Love, all the Rooms, the ſeveral Stories, the Furniture, 
the Riches, the Entertainment 1s of Pure Love. The Roof is laid with the 
| Precious ſtones of Pure Love. 'The whole Work of a Saint's Salvation, the 
Materials, the Form the Proportions. the Meaſures of the W hole, and of every 
Part are Free Grace, Pure Love He hath ſaved us according to his Purpeſe, an1 
Grace given us in Chriſt before the World was. 

That Word Parpoſe f1gniheth properly the Fore-!azing of a thing, 

This D:vinc Bailding of Love, this Heavenly Frarre of Life, and Immor- 
tality, which is the "True Form of a Saint, was ſet up in the Glorious Perſon 
of our Jeſus from Eteraity. All, that. is done in time 1s the unvailing, and 
Diſcovery of this Heavenly, and Eternal Building by Degrees, according to the 
Meaſure of the Appearance of the Lord Jeſus mus, in whoſe Perſon, and 
Spirit this Frame ſtandeth, as a Living, Precious Corner-ſtone, our of which 
it 15 grown up ; asa moſt pleaſant Situation, which encompaſlerh it on every 

art. 

This Palace, this Temple of Divine Love, of Light, of Lite, of Immorta- 
lity is Eternal in the Heavens, in Chriſt. Time, Fleſh, Sin, the whole Work 
of this Creation are a Vail of Darkne(s, and Death caſt upon It. As Feſus Chriſt 
ſhineth forth upon the Soul in the Goſpel,he caſteth off this Vail, he abolitheth 
this Death, he diſcovercth, and bringerh forth into the Clearneſs, and Sweet- 
neſs of Its own D;vine Light this Divine Frame of Lite, and Immortality, 
| which1s the True Saint, the New Feruſalem, the Bride, the Lamb's wife 
coming down out of Heaven with her Beloved ready trim'd. 

How manifeſt,how full is the Finiſhing Love of God in Chriſt? The whole 
Being of a Saint is a Building, where all the Materials, the Work, the Finiſh- 
ing is Pure Love, Pure Love finiſhed all us Works n this Building, before it 
began the World, from Eternity ; and ſet it up in the Perſon of Chriſt. Pure 
Love cleanſeth it from the Duſt of "Time, the Filth of Fleſh, and bringeth it 
torth into the clear Lights of Grace, of Glory, which are the Brightneſs of its 
Os Spiritual Beauties, in the Evangelical Appearances, and Out-Shinings of 
Teſas Chrif. | 

Uſe 1. IM the Love of God in Chriſt. 2. Reſign your ſelyes to the Love 
of God in Chriſt, | 1, Receive 
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1. Receive the Love of God in Chriſt. It is a ſweet, and eaſy work. For 
this Love giveth reception to i{elf in the Soul, When the Sngar raketh in the 
Wine ; In truth the Wine into which the Sugar 1s caſt, or which is poured 
upon ir, worketh itſelf into the Sugar, then melteth, and diflolverh it into One 
Body with itſelf ; until you can no more diſtinguiſh between the Sugar, and 
the Wine. So the Soul lieth in the midſt of Divine Love. Love in its own 
way, by its own force worketh and melteth itſelf into the Soul, until it have 
melted and wrought the Soul into One Spirit, One Love with itfelt. 

Divine Love is received into thy Soul, as thy Soul 13 received into th 
Body ; by Bringing it forth New out of its own Boſom ; by Comprehending 
it in itſelf ; by Forming it unto a Divine Image of Itſelf ; by Inhabiting, 
Filling, Acting it; by Delighting in it, as its Daughter, Siſter, Spoule, s its 
ſelf multiplyed. Receive this Love, whach.thus recerveth you, giveth reception 
ro itſelf in you. | 

2. Reſign your ſelves to Divine Love. This Love worketh all your works, 
all its own works in you, and for you ; all Works of Love and ot Lovelinefs, 
Philoſophy reacheth us, that all Colours are Light mingled with Shadein va: 
rious degrees, and manners; until it break up thorow the Shades, and drink up 
the Shades into One Pure Brightneſs. The Goſpel teacheth us ; that all Graz 
ces are Divine Love ſhining variouſly, and gradually forth, thorow the Dark- 
nefles of our Spirits ; until by a ſweet and Heavenly Force, as the Fire of the 
Divine Life kindled trom the Throne of God, it burn out, and burn up all 
thoſe Darknefles, Diſtances, Defilements, Enmuties, into One Eternal Flame of 
Pure Love, of Perfect Joy. 

St Fames teacheth us ;c. I. 4. If Patience have its perfeft work, it ſhall 
make us perfeft, wanting nothing. This is the fame thing, as it he had faid; 
Let Divine Love, Preventing,* Affiſting Finiſhing Love have their Perfect 
work. Theſe will make you PerfeCt, wanting nothing. "This 1s the Grace of 
Patience ; the Love of God in Chrift by 1ts own force in{inuating itſelf into 
our Souls ; by its own Charms alluring our Souls, tempering them to a har- 
monious Repoſe in it, a ſweer, entire Reſignation to it ; until it have wrought 
out, and finiſhed its own Glories upon it. 

Patience hath its Perfe&t Work; when Love hath its Perfe&t work. Love 
hath its Perfect Work in us ; when we oppoſe nothing of the Devilto it; 
when we mingle nothing of our own with it. 

O that I were indeed) a Miniſter of the Goſpel! Then I ſhould miniſter 
the Spirit to you, which'1s Love ; The Fountain, and the Sea of Love. 'Then 
while I ſpeak of Love, you would feel the Holy Ghoſt in his own proper Form, 
in the Form, and Fulnets of Divine Love coming down upon you, entering 
into you, forming himſelf in you unto a Free Reception of himſelf, a Full 


Reſignation to himſelf, until he had Finiſhed his own moſt Lovely Form of 
Heavenly Love in you. | 


Uſe 2. 
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Uſe 3. Be aware, that you muſt receive the Love of God 1n Ch1jff thorow 
Death. St Paul admoniſheth - us, that as many, as are baptiſed mto Chriſt, are 
baptiſed into the Similitude of his Death. Rom.6.3. If we will be baptiſed into 
the Love, we muſt be baptiſed into the Death of the Lord Feſes, When 
Mz/es fon was circumciſed, Zipporah his wite ſaid to him; A bloody basband 
haſt thou been to me. Some interpret the Words, as they run in the Hebrew ; 
Thou haſt been to me a Husband in Blood. So they are the Solcmn words of 
thar Sacrament pointing out the Truth figured in that Type. The Lord Feſus 
is a Huzband co Thee in his own Blood. Thou mult alſo be a Spouſe to him 
in thine own Blood, | 

St Paul (aith ; Ne are dead to your firſ® Hasband by the Dead PFody of Chriſt, 
that ye may be married to an«ther, to him, who is riſenfrom the Dead. Rom.7. 4. 
You mult come thorow the Death of Chriſt into his Marriage-Bed. You 
cannot lye down in the Embraces of his Love in Glory ; except ye be firſt 
married ro his Crucified Body, and united to that in the Embraces of Death. 
Fliſh, a:d Blood faith St Paul cannot enter into the Kingdom of God ; into the 
Kingdom of Spiritual Love. 

[f a Fleſhly, a Natural Spirit ſtriveth to enter into the Love of God in the 
Glorified Perſon of our Lord Feſus : it falleth ſhort of the Truth,the Lite; ir 
attaineth to a Similitude only. The Love and Glory of the Father, of Chrift,of 
Heaven to the molt raiſed Spirit of this Creation is an Enchantment, Delution, 
a Dream. "This G-ace of God in the Figure,this Divine Love in a Dream is for 
the molt part turned into Wantonneſs, & Luſt. So men become in the heighth 
of the Pureſt Notions, of the Sweeteſt Images no more than Filrby Dreamers. 

The Death of Chrift in the New Birth, in Purity, and Power of the holy 
Ghoſt is the Angel with a Flaming Sword turning every way, which keepeth 
the Entrance into the 'Trye Paradiſe, the Way to the Tree of Divine Love, 
az well, as of Divine Lite. The Eternal Spirit is the Flaming Sword.Death here 
in its outward form is an Angel miniftring to this Spirit. He, that dieth by 
this Sword, and Flame in the hand of this Angel, cutteth off, burneth up all 
Fleſhly Forms, and Lives ; is in the ſame moment new-born into a Divine, 
Immortal Spirit. In this Spirit heentereth into the Paradiſe of Love in the 
Third Heavens, above the Heaven of Senſe, or all things Viſible, above the 
Heaven of Reaſon, Angels,all things Inviſible, IntelleCtual,of the Firſt Creation; 
in the Glorified Perſon of Chriit, Here nothing entereth, which hurreth, or 
defileth, 

But be not diſcouraged, when ye hearof a Baptiſm in Death, before the 
Heavens open and the Dove, Divine Love deſcend to reſt upon you, to give 
you reſt in itſelf. It is Love itſelf, which 1s the Bapriſer, which leadeth you, 
and goeth down with you into Death. It is a River of Love, which is the 
Fordan, the Death, into which you go down, and are baptiſed. 

IVe are baptiſed, St. Panl faith in. the forementioned place, into the Similitude 
. ot 
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of ChrifPs Death. The Death of Chriſ# was Death in Truth ; a Subſtantial, 
Real Death. The Death of Chrift in a Saint 1s Eternal Love, Eternal Life 
in the Likneſs,and Form of Death ; a Similitude onely of Death in a Subſtance 
of Immortal Love, and Glory, in the Perſon of our Feſus aſcended. 

Uſe. 4. Take heed of mingling the Luſts of the Fleſh with Spiritual Love, 
Jealouſy is the Rage of God, as well, as of Man. It burneth to the Foundz. 
tions of the Earth. A Fly bred out of Dung fo infeſted the Eagle, that it 
forced him tolay his Eggs for ſafety in the Lap of Jupiter, the Heathen-God, 


'The Fly mounteth up alofr, carrieth up ſome Dung with ir, letterh it fall into Þ 
Pupiter's lap. Heariling, and ſhaking the Dung our of his Lap, ſhaketh ou: Þ 


the Eagle's Eggs withit, which fall broken to pieces upon the ground. 


This is a Fable. The Moral is good. 'Thou art a Saint. Thou layeſt the : 
Births of the Divine Spirit in 'Thee, thy Graces, Hopes, Joyes with thy ſelf Þ 
in the Boſom of Divine Love, O take heed, that thy Fleſh, that Dung-Fly, Þ 


mingle nothing of its Filth with theſe Births of the Spirit in the Pure Boſom 
of Heavenly Love. If it do ; affure thy ſelf, that Love will caſt all the Filth, Þ 
all Fleſh out of its Chaſt, and Spiritual Embraces, As that falleth to theÞ 
Ground, thou alſo wilt fall with it, and have many a broken bone, manya 


broken heart. 

We read in the Rewrlation of the Dragon, and his Angels in Heaven toge- 
ther with Michael, and his Angels. Bur they fought there, till the Dragon, 
and his Angels were caſt our. Thou, O Believer, art a Heaven in which God 


dwelleth as Love, where all the Angels, as Angels of Love ; where all Forms 
of things are, as Heavenly Angels of Pure Love round about him miniftring| 
to him. Shall there be now ſeen in this Heaven , in thy Perſon, O Believer, 
filthy Lufts, furious Paſſions ; the Dragon, and his Angels together with the| 
Lord Feſus, Divine. Love, and its holy Angels. How hateful, how horrid a| 


Wonder! What a Prodigy 1s this ? 
If it be fo, letthere be no reſt in the Heaven of thy Spirit ; let there be 1 
continual Fight, until the Dragon with his Angels, the Fe 


are no more; Thy Famb will feed, and lye down to reſt ; thy Turtle w.l 


make irs Neſt, and enjoy its Marte, its Bzloved in quier, Nothing ſhall diſturb, 


or make them afraid in all the Paradiſe of Divine Love. 
Uſe. 5. Comfort your ſelves, O Believers. You travel thorough the Valley 
of Baca : Baca {1gniherth a Mulberry Tree, and Weeping. You travel thorow 


a Valley of Tears, a,Mournful Valley ; where all the Trees, that grow, arc? 


Mulberry Trees, Emblems of Grief, and Wo. 
You are frequently vverſpread with the black Shades of Fear, Unbelicf, 


Doubr, Diſtruſt, Deſpair. You often fall into the hands of violent Robbers, 


b 
Evil Spirits in the formsof various Temprations, Corruptions, Paſſions. 'Thele 


| ſpoil you, leave youjnaked, wounded, defolate. You dig up pits in Duties, | 
| Ordinances} 


| eſhly Spirit with irs 
Laſts, and Paſſions be caſt out. When rheUnclean Dog, and the hery Dragon 
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: [417 1 
Ordinances. But many times no Rain, no Deſcent of the Spirit from Heaven 
fillech theſe Pits. 

Yet be not diſcouraged, all you, who believe the Love of God in Feſus 
Chriſt.Strengrhen the feeble Knees. You ſhall go on from Strength ro Strength, 
fromLightto Light; ſo you ſhall come every one of you at laſt ro a Clear 
Sight,to a Compleat Fruition of the God of Gods on Mount Sion, of God in 
his Supreme Glory, in the Nakednefs, Purity, Simplicity, Unity of the Eter- 
nal Spirit. Lift up the feeble hands, 'Theſe weak Graces of yours mixr, inter- 
rupted with ſo much Corruprion; Theſe weak Perſons ; Bodies, and Spirits 
wearied, wounded, ſtained with ſo many Sufferings, Sins, and Sorrows ſhall 
be crowned with perfeEt Glory. | 

For why ? Pure Love, Almighty Love, "That Love , which 1s itſelf God 
over allBlefſed for ever ; This Love comes forth caſting off all vails, pouring 
forth itſelf from all its Eternal Springs, in all its Infinite Fulneſles in the Glori- 
fied Perſon of Chr;ſt ; "This Love hath begun, and thall it not make an End ? 

As Certainly, as it hath laid the Foundation, and ycu have cried toit ; Grace, 
Grace ; Pure Live; Preventing Leve; as Certainly, as it hath gone on to 
build you up thus far ; and ſtill you have cried to it ; Grace, Grace ; Pure 
Love; Aſſiſting Love : fo certainly will it Jay the Top-ſtone. Your Eyes ſhall 
ſee it. You ſhall in like manner cry to it, with a Shout of Angels, and Blefled 
Spirits all round abour you ; Grace, Grace ; Pare Love ; Finiſhing Love. 

There are Three Sorts of Comforts, which the Finiſhing Lewe of God in Chriſt 
miniſtreth to us ; 1. Againſt the Difficulties of Life ; 

2. Againſt the Darkneſs of Beath; 3. Agaimiſt the Dreaafulne,s of the Great 
and Laſt Day. 

1.Comfort; agamſt the Difficulties of Life. St. Pau! had prayed thrice againſt 


the Thorn in his Fleſh, and the Buffetmgs of Satan. He receiveth this Antwer ; 


My Grace is {ufficicnt for thee My Strength is perfetted in Weakneſs ; I r:jojce 
therefore gladly m my Infirnvuties. For, when 1 4m weak, the Power of Chriſt 
reſteth upon me. My Grace. You have there the Father, the Fountain of Love, 
the Fountain of Free Grace. You have at the end of the werſe, the Lord Teſwus 
Glorihed, into whom this Fountain floweth continually, covering his Perſon 
all over without, filling it all within with the G'ories, Immortalities and Joys 
of Divine Love. "This Feſss retteth upon St Paul m the Power, i the Per- 
tection of All Ins Loves ; He maketh Pertest, he hn;{heth his Loves, the Purc, 
and heavenly Work ot his Loves upon him ; when he 1s weakeſt, 
The Holy Ghc/# difcovereth a Myſtery here, A Myſtery is a Divine Secret: 
A Divine Glory with a Divine Vail caſt over it ;a Divine Light ſurrounded 
with a Divine Darkneſs; "The Head of Chr all Pure, Fine Gold covercd 
with Locks, and Curles black, as a Raven. "The M5ftery, which the Hoiy 
Ghoſt here unvaileth to us is, One of the richeſt, and tweeteit among all the 
Myſteries of the Goſpel. It is the Myſtery of Love, of Finihing Love. Blclled 
H hh as 


[418] 
are thoſe Eyes, that ſee the Glory ; Bleſled are thoſe Hearts, that underſtand, 
and relliſh the Sweetneſs'of This Myſtery. Ir is This: When Divine Love 
would put forth itſelf in Greateſt Power, and Glory ; when it would finiſh, 
make Perfect the general, or any Particular Work of Love in us : it chooſerh 
that Seaſon, when we are weakeſt, loweſt, have leaſt of Lovelineſs, Life, Love, 
or Suitableneſs to Love; when we are in the greateſt unlikelyhood for it ; when 
we ſeem to be at the greateſt Diſtance from ir. 

Cart. 6, 4.12. The Spouſe is brought in ſpeaking thus: Ere I was aware, 
my Soul made me, as the Chariots of Arnminadib. I have not Learning enough 
to underſtand, why Amminadib is ſet here, as One Proper name, whenas in 
the Hebrew there are Two diſtin&t Words, which bave their common fig- 
nification, and are ren{cred in the Margint of the Bible ; 1y Milling People. 
Moreover that word As is put in by the Tranilarours ; 2nd where we read 
Mad: me,the Original properly 15 exprelied by Set me. 

The words then run thus in the Hebrew Text, Ere I was aware, (or, 1 
knew not, I knew not; how, I knew nothing of 1t) my Soul ſer me the 
Chariots of my Willing [People ; or by the AdGition of One Prepolition un- 
deritood ; My Soul ſer me in the Chariots of my willing people, Ir will be 
worth our time, and pains ; if we ſtay a little upon the opening of this verſe. 
Ve ſhall 6nd a Spiritual, a heavenly Treaſure in it ; and bring the Applica- 
tion home to our hearts more Clearly, more Comfortably. 

There. are Four Lueftioms, which may be made here: 1. Lu. Who ths 
People are, which the beavenly Bride calleth ; My Pecple. 2.24. What the 
Willing Peop'e are. 3 2y. What the Chariots are. 4. How the Soul of the 
Bride ſetteth her 1 thefe Chariots or maketh her As theſe Chariots. 

1. Qu. Who the heavenly Bride's own People are. 

Anſw. Theſe whom the Spiritual Bride calleth Her own P:od/e are Heg- 
venly Spivits in Glcry. Ie was faid of Facob,when he died; He was gathered to his 
Peeple, While a holy Soul is in this World, ſhe is, as an unknown Princeſs 
under a Diſguiſe, in a ſtrange land, the language whereof ihe underſtandeth 
not. In Death this Princeſs-Bride returneth home to her own People, to her 
own Kindred, her ownRelations, and Acquaintances,” There ail underſtand the 
languages, Faces, and hearts of Each other. There they mutually drink in the 
Spirits of Each Other, and in the Spirits of Each other all Pure, Immortal 
Loves, Beautics, Joys. , | 

There is another Scripture, which commenteth upon this, and, confirmeth 
our Explication of it: It is Eccleſ. 12, 7. The Duſt returneth-to th? Earth, as it 
was : The Spirit to Ged, who gave it. That which 13 tranſlated God, is in the 
Plural Number Gods, often appiyed to the Angels. The Fes lay it igniheth 
God cum Indumentis ſuij;, as he cloatheth himſelf with the Forms of Angels, 
and appeareth in them. |'The Soul of a Saint cometh forth from the Land 
of Angels, and Gloricus Spirits, in the mid{t of which God reigneth, into this 
World, 
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World, as into an Exile or Baniſhment. When it dieth, then it goeth home © 
irs own Countrey, and People; to its own City, and Fellow-Citizens ; The 
Inhabitants of the heavenly 7eru/alem, the Mother of us all. 

1 ſhall add one Text more, which wi'll makeall the reſt Clear ; Hebr.1 1. 
14,15,16. The Saints there are {aid to ſeek a Comntrey. The Word is xleicts; 
Their Native Countrey. Then to prevent. a miſtake you are told ; that this 
Native Countrey was not that, from which they came on Earth. Ir is diſtin- 
guiſhed from that, and plainly called ; 4 heavenly Country ; Their Native 
Land, which is a heavenly Countrey. Bzhold thoſe whom the Spouſe of 
Chriſt callerh My People ; The Inhabitants of the City of the Living God; her 
heavenly Countrey,her Native Land above the Heavens, as the word beareth. 
Theſe are deſcribed in rhe Epiſtte to the Hebrews, The Afſembly of the Firſt-born. 
all Forms of things, ail the Saints, in; Spiritual Bzings, and Beauries, in the 
Likeneſs of Criſt, as he is the firft-born of every. Creature, before they de- 
ſ{cend from their "Thrones of Pure Glory, from their Virgin-Luſtre, and 
Syceetnels in the Boſom of Chri/?, into Fleſh, upon the Earth ; The Innumerable 
Company of Angels the Glorious Attendants of the Saints in their higher, and 
Firſt-born Glory ; The Spirits of juſt men made PerfeF ; either in the Body, or 
out of the Body, come to this heavenly Land; Living, walking, and conver- 
ſing there among the Inhabirants of this Land, in the Spirit : Theſe are 7) 
People, Thine awn People, O Believer, O thou Blefled Bride of thy Glorified Fe- 
ſus. You have the Arſwer to the Firſt Queſtion. 

2 Qu. What are the Willing People? 

Anſw, Again Iam ignorant, why the fame word isrendred in the Margin 
of this Scr:prure 5 Willing; when as immediately after, Cant. 7. 1. The ſame 
word Na# 1s tranſlated Prince; O Prince's Daughter ; or O Princely Daugh- 
ter. IF I miſtake nor, the Church 1s ſpoken of 1n that Chapter,as being now in 


* Glory, upon the Throne. You have this word Nadiþ uſed tothe fame ſenſe,of 


the ame Subject;P/al.1 1 0.3.Thy People ſhall be Willing in the day of thy Power, 
in the Beauties of holineſs, from the womb of the morning ; thou haſt the dew of thy 
Birth, The words lie thus in Hebrew: Thy willmg People in the Day of thyPower, 
o,thy Armies,in theBeauticsgor Excellencies or Majeſties of holineſs, or in thy he- 
/;, Pure Beautzes, from the Womb of the Morning, to thee the Dew of thy Toutl. 
You have here the Lord Feſzs in Glory, in his Kingdom; inthe Day of his 
Power with his Armies ofAngels round abour him ; mn the Beauties of holineſs, 
in his Freſheſt Beauties, in the heighth of Excellency, and Majeſty in the 
Glory of his God-Head filling, ſhining thorow, overſpreading his humane 
Nature. You have him here in the Brightneſs Sweetneſs, and Newneſs of his 
Eternal Sonthip, as he cometh forth Immediately from the Womb of the 
Marning, the Boſom of the Father, who 1s the Morning, the Day-Spring 
of the God-Head. Thus is Zeſrrs Chriff wih the Dew of his Youth upon him 
25 Fair,az Freſh, as unfading as a New-blown Roſe in the Morning, while the 
Hhh z Pearly 
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Pearly Dew licth yet upon it. Feſus Chriff is now, as a Bridegroom upon his 
Coronation Day, or as a King upon his Marriage-Day. Now his People are 
a Princely People, all Fellow-Kings together with him. Now the holy Soul 
is That Princes, and Daughter which 1s his Queen all in Beaten Gold ar his 
right hand. 

The Willing People are Princes, heavenly Spirits in Glory. "This is the 
Anſwer to the Second Dneſtion. 

3.Qu. What are the Chariots of theP: incely People ? 

Anſw. 1. The Chario:s, are the holy Angels, Pla). 68. 17. The Chariots of 
the Lord are Thouſands ; Ten Thouſands of Ange!s. God is in the midſt of 
them,as on Sinai,*in the\, holy Place You may obſerve in your Bibles that word 
Place not to be printed\+with the fame letter, as holy, to ſignihe, that it is not 
in the Hebrew bur added by the Tranfſlatours. 

The Holy may be here any of theſe, or rather all of theſe in their Subordi- 
nations; the San&uary, or Temple,the Holy Place,the Figure, the Lord Feſus,the 
Subſtance, & Life to this Figure,the holy One the Saints,the holy Ones,the mem- 
bers of Chriſt, C:rift Myſtical, the Sprritnal Temples ; Heaven, the Everlaſting 
Glory of the God-Head,in which Chrilt re{1deth. 

Sinai was a T'ypeto all theſe, Theſe in their ſeveral degrees are Sina; height- 
ned to Sion, to the PerteCtion of the Divine Preſence in the Beauty of Holi. 
neſs, and Love. You may ſee too, that As before Sinai is added. The He- 
brew lieth thus ; Sima; inthe holy. 

The Thouſands, and Ten thouſands of holy Angels make all One Charior 
in which God rideth. Each Angel is alſo a Diſtin&t Chariot The Chariots 
ef the Lord are according to the number of the Angels. But Each Angel 
 comprehendeth in hiniſelt the whole Millions, of Angels. They are diſtin- 
guiſhed in their Efſential| Forms'; but undivided. As the ſame Colours, and 
Lines varied make all Beauties: So all Angelical Forms in diſtin&t Relations 
make up the Efſenee, and Glory of Every Particular Angel. God with the 
"Thouſands of his Chariors reſted on Mount Sinai. Sinat,or $;on rather isin the 
Lord Jeſus; inthe Aſſemblies of the Saints ; in the Perſon, and Spirit of 
every Saint; in Heaven; in the Spirit thorow all the Heavens, and the 
Earth,in the Lord Feſ#s, and every Saint. 

The Chariot of Solomon is the Chariot of his Queen alfo.'The Bridegroom, 
and the;Bride ride together in the ſame Chariot ; eſus Chriſt and his Spoule ; 
Feſus Chrift, and his Brethren, his Fellow Kings. 

Behold then the Chariots of the Princely People of the Immortal Kings, of 
Saints in Glory, inthe Glory of Chriſt, and of the Spirit, whether in the Bo- 
dy, or out of the Body. They are the Chariots of God; The Thouſands, 
and: T'en Thouſands of the holy Angels. 

Theſe are in a double ſenſe the Chariots of theſe Divine Princes ; 1. Theſe 
Princes ride in them ; 2, God rideth,upon them in theſe Princes, as.on Sias, 

4s on Szoy, asin Heaven, | Anſmw. 
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Anſw. 2. The Chariot is the Divine Preſence in the Light, and Evidence 
of its own Appearance, with all its Train of Glories, and Angels,-as in Hea- 


| yen with the Univerſal Form of things comprehended in it, enlivened, and 
Þ enlightned by it ; as in the Glorious Perſon of Chriſt, at the laſt day. This Di- 


| vine Preſence deſcending and aſcending ; reſting upon, and ſhining forth in 


DW 


| the Prophets and Holy men of old in their Viſions ; is deſcribed Myſtically ; 


; Exek. c. 1. and called by the Fews, The Chariot. 


There are Wheels, Living, High, Dreadful, Glorious, Shining, as a Pretious 


} Stone, full of Eyes, that is, of Angels, of heavenly Spirits. I humbly offer ir 
| ro be conſidered; whether theſe 7/heels be not the Elements, theſe Globes of 
| the Viſtble Earth, and Heavens, made New, made Spiritual, filled with Ange- 


| lical Lives, cloathed with Angelical Forms, and Glories in the Kingdom of 


the Spirit, and Myſtical Perſon of Chriſt. 


Then the Horſes, which draw theſe I/heels are the Living Creatures, full 


| of Eyes. If the Wheels may be underſtood to be the viſible Part ; theſe Li- 
| ving Creatures may preſent the Inviſible Part of the Creation in its Renoyati- 
| on, by a Spiritual Glory flowing forth from the Fountain of The God-Head in 
the Gloritied Perſon ot the Lord Feſas. 


Theſe Wheels,and Horſes together may perhaps not improbably be thoughe 


to be the New Earth. 


Above the //heels, and the Living Creatures is the Chariot itſelf, a Firma- 


, ment. If I may purſue my former Apprehenſion with Submiſſion to the Spirit 
of Truth in every Spirit ; I ſhall call this the Neww Heaven; The heavenly 


| Image, the God-Head unvailing itſelf, appearing in a New Glory. 'This 1s 


- the Firmament, the Heaven, born up, and carried along by the Innumerable 
- Company of Angels ; while Feſus Chriſt ſitteth in it, as in his Chariot. 


Above this Firmament 1s the Similitude of a Man ; as Fire, from his Loins 


| upward, andas Fire from his Loins downward. This is our Bleſſed Saviour 
- in the Union of his Divine, and Humane Nature. The Glory of the Divinity, 
” of the Eternal Spit cloatheth both with the ſame Similitude of Fire, which 
| ſhineth with the Sweeteſt Light burneth with the greateſt force of Love, 
 transformeth all rhings with an Almighty Power into One Pure, Immortal, 
© Divine Flame with itſelf. 


The Lord Feſus himſelf ſpeaketh of his own-Coming, and Appearance in 


} his Kingdom after this manner ; The Son of Man ſhall come in his own Glory, 
| in the Glory of his Father, and inthe Glory of all His holy Angels. 


Our Saviour ſeemeth to have had the ſame Viſion in the Eyeof his Spirit 


which Ezekiel had. The Jews einguiſh the Angels into Angels of the 


: Throne, nearer to the Divine Majeſty; Angels of Serwice, at a greater Diſtance. 
+ TheGlory of the holy Angels make rhe New Earth ; the Horſes, and the 
} Wheels in the Chariot of the great King. 'The Wheels, the Viſible Part of 
| the Creation, the Wheels are made of Angelical Glory : Bt they are the 


Angeis 


( 422 ] | 
Angels of Service in' a New, Spiritual-Glory. The Inviſible Things of the 


-. 


Creation, the Living Creatures in the Chariot are the Angels of the Threns ÞÞ 
in the Glory of the Kinidom : of the Coronation, , and Marriage-Day. | t 
The Firmament, the| New Heaven is the Glory of the Father ; The Chariot [F | 
itſelf which containeth him, in which he defcendeth, bowing down the Hes. I c 
vens, as he deſcendeth, The Lord Feſus himſelf m his own Glory is D-  c 
ſtin& from all theſe Gloties, comprehendeth them ; and riderh forth in them, I * 
This is that Image, in which he ſhall appear at the laſt Day, as a New Þ | 
Creator and a New Creation, making all things New; as the moſt Entire,moſt 
Naked Image ofthe Inviſible God, in all his moſt Pure, and moſt Inviſthle 


Glories ; as the Firſt-born of the whole Creation in general, and of every 
Creature in Particular 5 as the Whole Creation. im its Virgin-State, 1n it; 
Ideal Glory, while yet it ſprung up out of the Boſom of God,and ſtood onely 
in the Boſom of God, and was a Siſter-Spouſe to the uncreated Beauty. 

"This is that Teſtimony of Jeſus, which is the Spirit of Propheſy ; That 
Divine Preſence, that Word of God, which came toall the Holy Men of old, 
in the Light of which, as in the Glaſs of Eternity, the Firſt, and Supreme 
Truth, they ſaw Viſigns, dreamed dreams, and ſpake of him. This is the 
Chariot of the Princes ; of the Saints in the Glory of the Spirir. | 

4 Qu. How doth the Sonlof the Spon'e make her, as this Chariot of her Prince U 
Iy People, or ſet her in/it ? [ri 

Anſw. The Soul | of the heavenly Bride is her Lord, her Life, her Love, ÞD 
her hearr, her T'rue Self, her Beloved, her Feſas. He deſcendeth in his Chariot, 
and-taketh her up into it. He appearing in his heavenly Image compoſed of ot 
the Glory of his Father, his own Glory, the Glory of all his holy Angels, ÞF 
which is his Chariot,as he appeareth in her, tranſlateth and tran:figureth her ÞT 
into the fame heavenly Image. She alſo is now become a Chariot made up all 
of the ſame Glories, wuh/the ſame Feſus, the ſame Queen, the fare Company {#9 
of Princes riding together in it. "The Sor] of the Bride is alla Fa;h, the SculÞO! 
of God, the Divine Nature, theSpiritin a Saint. x 

This Divine Lite m a Saint by a Deſcent of the Lord Jes upon it, in 1 
moment, ere a Sajnt is aware, he knoweth not how, both taketh him up tþ 
ſet him in this Chariot, and Transformeth him into it. : 

I have onely prepared you by all this for the Application of the ScriptureÞ 
opened by us to our preſent purpoſe ; that we may rake in with a preaterÞÞ! 
Senſe, with a Deeper Impreſſion the Comtort, ard Joys of Finiſhing LorveſſF: 
making Perfc& its moſt Beautiful Wyks, and Diſp!zying its moſt pleaſant 4 
Strengths in our Weakneſics, , x 

Ere I was aware, miy Scul made me, as the Ciariots if my Princely Peeplegpr lc: 
ſet me m them, | 4 

Hearken to me, my Brethren. Is there rot among you a Poor Behever, a! 
Mournful Eaint, which hath long prayed, long Fghed for a Clear S'ghr of ffi! 
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A $0 Chriſt, a Senſe, and Seal of his Love, Sweet, and Conſtant Communion 
\ Þ with him? To this Soul I now ſpeak. Perhaps after all this rhou art embracing 

| the Dunghil of Diſtruſt, and Deſpair. Perhaps thou art ſnting upen the 
» Þ& Dunghil of ſome Fleſhly Laſt , or Earthly Care; of Coverouſneſs, or Laſcivi- 
 couſneſs ; Vanity, or vexation, Now, in a moment, which thou thinkeſt nor 
| of, ere thou art aware, Jeſus Chriſt in the Divine Brightneſs offome heavenly 
| Truth flaſhing, like Lightning, in upon thy Spirit, may deſcend, may difcover 
; I himfelf in his Heavenly Image, with his naked Glories, naked Loves to thee. 
| © Now, are thou art aware, he may make this heavenly Image, at once a Laver 
» IÞ of Precious Blood, in which he waſherh Thee white, as the Light itſelf, from 
; | every Spor ; a Chariot of heavenly Princes, in which he cometh down to Thee 
; © pon thy Dunghil, taketh Thee off from thy Dunghil to ride with him in the 
7 fcllowihip of all Immorral Spirits, while all the holy Angels bear Thee up, 

and carry 'Thee on upon the Firmament of the Father's Glory at the fide of 
t Wiby Beloved, whither the Mir:d of the Spirit is for Thee to go. 
| Erc thou art aware, the Lord Jefus can change thy Dunghi, can change 
e & Thee, into a Divine Chariot of Eternal Spirits, in which he will ride fort! 
e with Thee; thou ſhalt ride forth together with him having his Lovelinefs in 

thine Eye, his Love in thine heart, thorow all Forms of things, Light, and 

« Darkneſs, Lite,and Death, as thorow various Fields, d:ftering Regions of Spi- 

ritual Beauties, and Delights in the Vaſt Continent, the Vaſt World of the 
e, Divine Nature. 
i, | Thus comfort thy ſelf againſt the Diſcouragements of Life with the Fulneſs 
y of Divine Love, & 7z1iſhing Love in the Glorified Perſon of Chriſt ; which maketh 
s Perfect its Strength and Sweetneſs in Weaknefs, and Enmuy ; which giveth 
& | Tlie the Dclire of thy Soul, thy Frſas, molt clearly, molt dearly into thy Bo- 
al fem, when thou lyeſt locked up faſtelt in the Boſom of the Strange Woman ; 
17 $07 This Strumper, and this W itch, the Reilſh Darknebs cloathed with Figures 
el Fiell'y Solrnefics, Sweetnelles, Lights, and Treaſures. 

! Ger. 28. 11, 12. Facob had purſued the Spiritual Bleſſing, the heaverly 
:Þ Pirth-righr, 2r:d had obtained the Promiſe, the Purchaſe. After all this he fly- 
toÞ£th alone, as a Baniſhed Perſon, from his Father's houſe. He is_benighted in 

En open tield. He licth upon the naked ground. He hath under his head for 
;reÞÞ Pillow, a Cold, Hard Stone. Now Finiſhing Love maketh Perfect its 
er Strength in this Weakneſs, giving him now the Evidence, the Pledge, the 

Frſt-truits of that Spiritual Bleſſing, that heavenly Birth-righr, which he had 
nt Promiſe of, and a Title to, 

| Now Heaven is opened to the Eye of his Spirit in a Dream. A Ladder 
or ftcacheth from Heaven to Earth. One End of it reſteth on the Bofom of God 
Jbove. The other End {tandethupon the Ground at his head below. Angels 
a (eſcend, and aſcend tpon the Ladder, He awaketh, and faith ; Th:s 1s none 
ther, then the Gate of Heaven, the houſe of God ; and I was nor aware 
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vf ir. The Stone on which he lay, is now anointed, and becometh a Pillar, 
and Altar,a Figure of Jeſus Chriſt in all his Divine Loves,and Lovelineſles 


Facoh 1s in every/ holy One. Hear this you broken hearts. You complain Þ 
We have taſted ſomething of the Sweetneſs of Preventing Love, if this be Pre. Þ 
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CS 


venting Love to caſt in upon our Spwits gracious hints, and hopes of Spirituz : 


Bleflings, and.heavenly things, when we fare in the Shadow of Death, and dif 
not ſo much , as know, or Beheve, that there was a Spirit,a Heaves. 
| We have alſo taſted ſomething of the Sweerneſs of Aſſiſting Love, if this h; 
aſſiſting Love to help us, to carry us on for a weariſome length of time with 
ſighs, and groans, unutterable, to cry for the Revelation, the Poſleſſion, th 
Fruition of theft. Spiritual Blefl:ngs, and heavenly things, in the Foretaſt | 
them. | 
But, O ! where is Finiſhing. Lewve ? Now inftead of this, behold, we are he. 
nighted with Darkneſs of Spirit ſurrouncing us, tar from our Father's houk, 
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from the Boſom of our Feſus, in the wide, ſolitary, naked hieid of this Fleſh 
Image. We lie upon the Cold Ground of our own Natural, Earthiy, Cor: 
fortleſs Spirits. Under our head is the hard Stone of unbelief, Diſtrul, 


Care,and Fear. Where is now Fmiſhing Love? 


Finiſhing Love 1s now nearer to you, than you are aware. "This 1s the Seaſ | 
for Finiſhing Love. this is the Time, in which the Work of Finiſhing Lon 
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3s moſt Beauiitul, What it now doth, will be for Ever, for an Eternal Jo 


and Glory; a Work of Eternity. 


It will be now Pure Love, PerfeCt Love ; It will now work with All Fre 


dom, with all Fulneſs in your Weakneſſes. 


Ere you are aware, Finiſhing Love will open itſelf, as the Heaven of Her 


vens round about you. You ſhall fee the Lord Feſzs, as a Myſtical Ladder ff 


Divine Loves reaching from Heaven, to Earth, filling with the Fulnel;d 
Divine Loves poured forth in his Glorihed Perſon allthe Space berwer 
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Heaven, and Earth ; while One End of this Ladder toucheth the Heart of Go 


in the Glories of Heaven,and Eternity; the other End roucheth thine Hear, 
then lieſt covered with darknels below on the Deſolate Earth. Divine Lora 
in all Angelical forms ſtand upon every Round of this Ladder, every Degieſf 
and State o: 'T'hings between heaven, and Earth, in great Troops. "Theſe 
once deſcend, and aſcend; bring down the Heart of the Father irito th y Botonſf 


and carry up thy Heart into the Boſom »of the Father. 


Now thou faieſt ; This Open Field was the Houſe of God,of Divine Lov 
This Darkneſs was the Gate of Heaven; the Gate of Finiſhing Love ; ani Þ 
was not aware. By this Gate Divine Love cometh forth from lts Spiritual P:Þ 
lace unto me. By this Gate Divine Love bringeth me into its Palace. It: 
enough I have received the Spirit of Promiſe ; I am Sealed by it with 1: 
Eternal Image of Divine Loves, and Glories, with the Heart of my Feſus, m; 
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God, fet upon my Heart. O my eſs, it is true, it is True, This was the Sex 
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fon. of thy Finiſhing Love, and I was nat aware. Thy Finiſhing Love mak- 
eth Perfe&t its Strength, Light,Sweeetneſs, in Weakneſs, Darkneſs, Enmity. 
"Thus comfort your ſelves againſt the Difficulties of Life in the Freedom, 
the Fulneſs of the Firiiſhing Love of God treaſured up.in the Gloritied Perſon 
of Chriſt tor you. | 
| Þ Comfort , Againſt the Darkneſs of Death. Gladly therefore will I rejoyce in 
mine Infirmitics. For, whin I am weak, the Power of Chriſt reſteth upon me, 
ſairhSt Paut;z Corin.1 2.1 0.in the place cited before.It is the Power of Finih- 
ing Leve in Chriſt which 1s here intended. For that was the Subject of the tor- 
mcr part of the verſe: My Grace 1s ſufhcient for Thee. Behold Free Grace, 
Pure Love ! For my Strength is made perfeft in Weakneſs. 'The Strength of 
Grace, of Love is made Perfect in Weakneſs. Behold Fmniſhing Love ! This 
maketh the Infirmities not of old Age onely, but of our dying hour Pleaſant 
to 3 ; that, when we are weakelt, the Power of Divine Love reſteth, ppon us 


& in irs Finiſhing Sweetneſles, and Glories. 


When the Lord eſs bung upon the Crofs, he cried out ; My God, my 


| God! why haſt thcu forſaken me ? A Darknels covereth the face of the whole 
* Earth round about Him. "The next words, which we hear from him, juſt as 
aſ he giverh up the Ghoſt, are theſe : It 75 Finiſhed ; A Declaration of Victory ; 


A Triumph. The Myſtery of my Sufferings, of Divine Wrath are finiſhed 
in my Perſon. The Glory of the God-Head, of Heaven, of Eternity ; All Beau- 
ty, all Joyes; The Myſtery of Divine Love are liniſhed,and compleated in my 
Perſon. Both theſe Myſteries are now finiſhed, Both Compleated in One Glory, 
inthis One Moment of my Death. | 

This is the Pattern of a Saint, andof Finiſhing Love in the Pangs of Death. 
You have a Saint ſick on his Death-bed ; a ſenſe of Sin, of Wrath ; Doubt, 
Deſpair ſpreading their black Wings over his Spirit; pains, faintings, deadly 
pangs ſeizing upon his Body. In a Moment, in the midit of theſe Weakneſles 
the Lord Feſus in a Chariot of Angels, and Inviſible Glories, with the full 
Power of all Finiſhing Loves reſteth upon him from without ; raiſeth himſclf 
and ſhineth from within. Now in this Moment is the Whole Scene changed. 
The black, and baleful.. Image of Things is changed into a Heaven. "The 
fainting. dying Perſon into a Glorihed Spirit tr\umphing in bis Charict of 
Angels, and aſcending with the Lord Teſus into the Heighths of Eternity. 

He crieth one moment ; 'The Joys of Lite, the Light of the Sun, the De. 
lights of mine Eyes, My Deareſt Relations, and ſweeteſt Friends, Life itſelf 
forſake me. My hope, my Faith, my Spiritual Comtorts ; my God, my God, 
whv do ye, why doelt thou forfake me ? 

The Next moment with a Shout of Angels, with the Sound of the, Silver 
Trumpets in Heaven, hc crieth out; It 7s finiſhes. The Sutterings of Chr: 
:re finiſhed in me. Divine Love hath finiſhed upon me all its Myſteries, and 


made the Joys of Eternity full in me. 
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A r1odeft Perſon was fick,and in want: A Friend ſenfible of his want; and 
modeſty conveyed a Bag\of money under his head, and pillow, white he ſlept. 
He wakerh, findeth it, ſmileth, and ſaith : This is the Stealrh of my Friend. 

Our Fefu: frequently cafteth a deep Datknefs, the Shadow of Death over 
us then, when he purpoleth under the covert of this Darkneſs ro corivey ſome 
finiſhed Piece of Glory, ſome Compleat Work of Finiſhing Love, Heaven 
itſelf into our Boſom ; our Perſons into a Heaven of Immortalities, and Glories 
unſought, unexpected, umperceived by us,until we are-pofſlefſed of them, until 
we are in the mid!t of Them. Theſe are he Stealths of our Beloved. Thefe 
are the Stealths oi Finiſhing Love. 

The Power of Chrift with all the Fulneſs of Finiſhing Loves reſting upon a. 
Sint in his Death 1s excellently deſcribed, 2 Corin. 5. wv. 1, 2, 3, 4- 

Obſerve there Four things ; 1. A Glorious Building. 2. The Groans of Bur- 
thened Saints. 3. The Workmanſhip of God, 4. The Earneſt of the Spirit. 

1. A Glorious Building. This is A building of God ; 2 ©:3; ont of God. The 
Marerials, as well as the Builder, and the Form,are all of a Divine Nature. It 
is a Pallace hewn out of the Rock, and ſtanding in the Rock of Eternity.Gold, 
precious Stones, Pearls, the Body of the Sun, Angelical Subſtances are, #s 
Dung to the Materials, of which this Building confiſteth. 

It is Eternal ; above Time ; and fo withour Beginning,or End ; above Suc- 
cxſſion and change. | 

[c is #2 the Heavens, in the Higheſt Heavens, the Heavens of Prernity, the 
Heavens of Heavens, 13 the Eternal and Supream Spirit. | 

It is ſituate in the moſt, Divine Heighths, in the midſt of the moſt Divine 
Lights, Loves, Purities, Powers,and Pleaſures ; in the midſt of the moſt Divine 
Lives, and Immortatities. 

2. The Groans of burthened Saints.IWe groan being burthened. The Burthen Þ 
is the Earthy Tabernacle ; Th's Life; The Weight of vanity, and Corrup- 
tion, Theſe burthened Spirits groan for the Ditſolution of rhis Tabernacle. 
But how ? Nor, that we would be uncloathed,bit cloathed upomm with our houſe ff 
from Heaven, not to/be found yaked,but to haveAMortality foallowed up of Life, 

St. Paul expreſſeth {the meaning of the Unutrerable Groans, with which Þ 
the Spirit of Supplicarions maketh Intercefſion in the Samrs. They would Þ 
not be uncloathed of| rhe Spiritual Image, which they put on at rhe New | 
Birth. 'They would \not be uncloathed of the Natural Image , which Þ 
they put on at their'Firſt Bath. They would never, no, not for a moment Þ 
be found naked of any thing of that Life Light, or Sweerneſs, Heavenly, or Þ 
Earthly,which belong| to either of theſe.Nozthey groan to have theſe cloathed Þ 
upon with that theirBuz ding from abvve;ro have not onely their Immortal,and | 
laward, but their Outward, and Mortal Part itſelf ſwallowed up into Life ; 
Life itſelf,in irs Purity, in irs PerfeQion, in its Spring, which is Eternity. f 

3. The Workmanſhip of God in a Saint is wonderful, and indeed Divine Þ 
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in this. Now he that hath made us fer this, or, be that hath wrought as wits 
this, is God. St Paul aflureth every Saint, that his Groans are heard, andan- 
ſwered ; from the Workmanſhip, and the Workman. We read in the Canti- 
cles ; that the Thighs of the Princeſs, and Bride are, as Fewels, the Work of the 
hands of a Curious, and Faithful Workman. So the Word in Hebrew fignihieth. 

The Spiritual, and Natural Life; the Whole Frame, and Compcſure of a 


i - Saint, Inward and Outward; all are Myſterious Jewels, wrought by the Di- 


vine hands of God himſelf, as a moſt Curious, and Faithful Workman, as a 
moſt Skilful,and FirmPiece of Work. They are by anUnexprefiible Wiſdom, 
and Love framed unto this ; that the Subſtance of-theſe Jewels ſhould never 
fail, the Vertue never decay, the Luſtre never fade ; no, not in Death itſelf ; 
but then moſt of all grow bigger, and brighter ; more Pure, more, Perfect 
more Powerful by being drunk up into Eternity ; as the Waters of a fine 
Spring, are drawn, and drunk up by the Sun. 

4. The Earneſt of the Spirit. Who hathalfo given us rhe Earneſt of the 
Spirit. The Eternal Spirit in the Immortal Soul, and Mortal Body of a Saint ; 
The Eternal Spirit, in which a Saint poflefleth Soul, Body ; things of Faith, 
of Reaſon, of Senſe ; This Spirit is to a Saint an Earneſt ; both a foreraſt, 
and a ſeal of this truth; rhat both the Soul, and the Body of a Saint in 
Death,are like theSpice in theGolden Cenfor,or upon the Golden Ajtar in the 
Temple, which is the Glorified Boſom of Chriff. Both loſe nothing of them- 
ſelves, but change into a more Spiritual, and Divine Form, in which they aſ- 
cend, and carry up all their Preciouſneſs, all their Pleaſantneſs with them, like 
the Pillar of Smoak from the Altar perfumed with all the Spices of the Apo- 
thecary, in. which thoſe Spices themſelves with all their Sweetneſs, and Ver- 
tue go up refining, and enlarging themelves, till they reſt and ſpread them- 


ſelves, in the Boſom of Heaven. 


How Curious, and Sure a Workman 1s Feſ#us Chriſt, is the Love of the Fa- 
ther in the Death of a Saint ? O the Freedom, O the Fulneſs; O the Skill, © 


the Faithfulneſs of Finiſhing Love m the Death of a Saint ! 


O Believers ! Preventing Love hath brought you our of © £g ypt,out ofthe 
Servitude to your Luſts, and the God, the Spirit of this World. Aſſiſting Love 
hath carried you along thorough this Weary Wildern&fs, your Conformity, 
and Fellowſhip with the Lord Teſs in his Sufferings. Be of good Courage. 
Your Cloaths ſhall not wax old. Nothing of you ſhall fall in this Wilderneſs. 
You ſhall certainly come into the Good Land, the Land of Promiſe, the 
Land of Reſt,the Land flowing with Milk, and Honey ; with Life,and Peace; 
Immortality,and Immortal Pleaſures, 

Finiſhing Love in theGlorious,and ImmortalPerſon of your Beloved like the 
Ark before the Iſraelites, ſhall lead you thorow this Fordan, thorow Death, 
on the Dry,Firm,and Pleaſant Land of Life itſelf. Not fo much, as any ſingle 
Drops of any Dark Waters ſhall ſprinkle themſelves upon any Parts of your 
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Garment. "The clear Streams'of th 


Guards of Angels, while you paſs. 
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is Beloved River ſhall ſtand on heaps, on 
each fide of you ; as Chriſtal, or D:amond Rocks ; as Lights, Profpetts, and 


When You are weakeſt under'the Pangs of Death, the Finiſhing Love of | 


Chriſt in Power, your Glorified Fefzs in the Power of his Finiſhing Love 


ſhall reſt upon you, ſhall ſpring up in.you ; at once ts comprehe:d you, and 
en/arge you ; to Cloath yau npon, and to-transform you within. 
Nothung of the Graces, and Joys of your Inward Man; Not 
Beauries, and Delights of, your Outward Man ſhall be divorced from you, gr 
darkened in you. Like a Heaven of Stars, they may paſs under many Clouds; 
But under all Clouds, they ſhall go on ſhining ſtill, and increa{ing their Ly, 
ſtre. When they ſeem to be extinguiſhed in Death, they ſhall beonly drunk 
up into that Pure Light of Lite, which 1s lavilible to all Mortal Eyes by its 
Fineneſs, and Fulneſs of Glory. "They ſhail diſappear onely by the Degree 


of heightning. 


hing of the 


He, who hath wrought us unto this, is God. The Sweet Colours-of afair 
Summer-Morning in the$ky are ſo made, that they fade nor, but go on.chang- 
ing to fair and freſhey Colours ſtill,until they all vaniſh into Pure Light. For 
Theſe Colours are all the Light of the Approaching Sun figuring itſelf in di- 
vers degrees into/Diffcrent Forms ot Beauty ; till ar laſt Ir Break up into the 


Full Glo:y of unmixt Light by the immediate Preſence of the Sun appearing 
with the unclouded Brightnct: ot his heavenly Body. 


In like manner all the |Excellencics, Entertainments, and Joys of a Saint, 
in his Immortal, and Mortal Part ; The Immortal, and Mortal Parts them- 
telvesof a Saint thorowout are ſo framed by the Father of Lights,and Loves; 


that they can never-fade, nor \paſs away ; but in. the moment of Death itſelf, 
are cloathed upon from above' with a Brighter, a D:viner Form,and are ſwal- 


lowed upinto the Abyſzes,the Incomprehenlibleneſles of Eternity. 

For God is Love. A Saint is a Birth of Love; A Seed of Divine Love 
ſpringing up in his Outward, and Inward Man, Forming itſelf intoa Body 
and Spirit; into all the Powees, Pleaſures. Obje&ts, Relations.of Both. Divine 
Love 1s the Subſtance, and the Sap ; The Matter,and the Form in all. A Saint 
in his Eſſence, and Operations, all Entirely 1s a Plant of Divine Love. Dearh 
5 the Ripening of rhe\ whole Plant all over into the Perfect Fruit of Pure 
Love, of Finiſh;ng Love, In this Form It can be ſeen, felt, raſted no 
more but by the Pure Eyes, EmbrcCcs, and Mouth of Divine Love.God hath 


alſo given us the Earneſt of his Spirit tor this. Tell me now you, who have recei- 


ved the Spirit; What do you ſ{ce,what do you feel, when you are blefled from 
on high with any freſh Agointing,any freſhEffuſion of theSpirit upon you ? 
When theActivity otGrace,when theOperations of theDivmeLife are height- 
ned in you by any peculiar Appearanccs,and Outſhinings of theLord. Jeſus in 


you ; what do you Find ?|Do you not find all things made New ? Do you nar 
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| fad the Irivifible Tmage of things within, - the Image of all Viſible things” 

| without; Your ſelf your Life, Ycur Soul, your Body, Your Graces, your 

| Comforts; Husband, Wife, Children, all Objects of Lite, the whole World 

irſelf renewing its'Lighr, its Sweetnefs, its Luſtre ; All heightened, Spiritualiſed | 

 Immortalized, transhgured into- Divine Forms Inviſible to all other Eyes, and 

' this without anyDirkening;without anyEclipſe,orCloudy moment interpoling. 
This is-the Earneſt of the Spirit given unto Thee for a Figure, a ay , 

and a Seal of Thy change in Death. 

Thou ſhalt not bz uncloathed of any Garment of Life, or Light.;.Spiritual, 
or Natural, which thou haſt ever put on. "Thou ſhale never be found naked 
ot any. Forms of Light, Lite, or Love, wh:ch have ever accompanyed, and en- 
compalled  "Fhee. 4.11 | ; 

Thy Faith-ſhall be ſwallowed up into Viſion; Clear, Full Immediate Vi- 
| fron, Eye to Bye ; Thy-Hope into Entire Pofleſſion, and Compleat Fruition-; 

* thy Soul urſelf into a Simple Divinity and Ercrnity. 

' Thy Body ; thy Dear Relations ; the Delights of thine Eyes ; the Precious, 
| and Pleaſant things of thy Senſes ſhall All be cloathed upon from above with 
thoſe Immortal-Subſtanccs, of which here they are the Shadows ; with their 
* ownOriginalForms,of which here they bear theFigure ;with'their Flouriſhing 
* Patterns upon'the Mount of Glory, in that Firſt, and Pure Spirit, the Foun- 

: rain of Lite, the ſhining Fountain of Goad ; in-the Glorihed Perſon af the. . 
| Lord-Feſus; in Eternity. 

The Movable Tabernacle with its 'Tent, both-are Diffolv'd, and. fall in- . 
to the Erernal Building of Glory in the Heavens; where they become; as My- 
ſterious Figures of Divinity, in that "Temple ; or Rich Furniture, & Delght- 
| ful Apartments of rhart Palace ; where every Part beareth the Figure ; pollef- 
| ſeth the Lite, and Beauty of the Whole. | 
This is the Freedom, the Sweetneſs; the Fulneſs of the Finiſhing Love of 
God in Chriſt. Death itfelf is made at once A Confummartion of the Mar- 

; Triage Love between the Heavenly Bridegroom, & his Bride ; A Bed of Loves ; 
the Divine Embraces of -Eternal.Love ; and the Divine Fruitfulneſs of thele 

| Embraces. 

Jeſus in his Iny:Gble, and ' Eternal Form defcendeth, overſhadoweth em* - 
| braceth his Bride ; transfigureth her into a Form of Eternal Beauties perfect- 
' ly anſwering his own; rnaketh her to ſpring with, to bring forthin the mo- 

* ment of thoſe embraces,in the moment of her own Transhguration all Forms 

| of Things above, and below in Immortal, Divine Images, and Effences of 
Pure, Perfe&t Love. 

The Dark, aud Dreadful Appearances which ſurround Death, are onely. - 
{ ACloud, which hide theſe Delightful, theſe ſacred Myſteries and changes | 
| from all Natural Eyes ; while the Saint himſelf in the Spirit ſeeth 21s own 
* Beauties, feeleth its own Joys. in theſe Transbguring, and Impregnating Em» 
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braces: So Chriſt himſelf, was taken by a Cloud out-of the fight of the Apoſtle 
while he aſcended. | 

Death beginneth to the whole Saint in all patts that Coming down of the 
Lord Feſus in a Flame of Glory ; that Rapture of a Saint caught up into the 
Boſom of the Lord Feſws, with the Sound of the Heavenly Trumpet : The 
Univerſal Shout of Divine Lives, Loves, Glories, thorow all things. 'The 
Reſurrection finiſheth 'them. O the Abſoluteneſs of Finiſhing Love! All 
work of Glory is made perfeCt in a Saint: Feſws in all theſe Powers and Treg- 
ſures of the God-Head reſteth upon a Saint then,when he is weakeſt, when he 
ſcemeth neareſt, likeſt to Darkneſs, Duſt and Dung, in the Agoniesof Death. 

3. Comfort; Againſt the laſt Doy. There are peculiar Terrours accompany 
the Day of Fudgment. It\is indeed the moſt Dreadful of all Dreadful things, 

The Laſt Day is twofold; 1. Univerſal, the Day of the Ld upon the 
whole Earth. 2. Particular ; the day of the Lord upon a City or Nation. 

Both theſe are ſpoken ofmixtly. The ſame dreadtul things are attributed to 
both; properly, or figuratively. We know not how near the Univerſal Day 
of the Great Judgment of. \the Lord upon the whole Earth may be. The Lord 
Jeſs may be now at the Door, and ready to enter, He ſhall come as a Thief 
in the Night, in Clouds, unperceived, unexpefted, All things ſhall be in the 
moment of his Appearance, as from the Beginning : Some at the Mill, ſome 
in the Field, ſome in the Market, ſome at Church ro be married, others 
in the Marriage bed, others Eating and Drinking. All the ſigns which are to 
fore-run that Great Day of the Lord's Laſt Appearance from Heaven, may be 
come to paſs in the midſt of us in another manner and form, differing from 
that, which we figure to our ſelves, and we not aware of it : As Elyah the 


great fore-runner of our Lord Jeſus in his firſt Appearance was come and ; 
gone in the Perſon of Joby the Baptiſt, not 1 ndenſtood either by the Jews in 


general, or by the Diſciples. Watch and pray ; have your Loyns ever girt, 


your Lamps burning ; go forth from the things of Senſe into the Spirit, | 
to meet the Lord, who cometh jn that Air of Heaven, and Eternity. So ſhall Þ 
you be caught up ro\meet him, as he cometh, and enter with him into the 


Bride-chamber. 


I ſhall give you my Reaſons, which make me to believe, that the Particular ; | 
Day of the Lord upon this Landand City approacheth, and cometh like a Tra Þ 


veller,like an Armed Man upon ue. 
7. Jeruſalem and the Jews ſeem to be ſer up for a Type to every City and 


Land, which beareth the Name of God, St. Pau at large in the 11th to the 
Romans deſcribeth the Succeſſion of the Gentiles by Chriſtianity intothe place | 


of the Jews, the Progreſs and Way of God with the External Profeffors ot the 


Goſpel, as with 1/rae/. He repreſenteth this by Natural Branches cut off from Þ| 
an Oive Tree, by wild; Branches ingrafted in their place, ſtanding upon the F 


tame Terms, i the fame; danger of being cut oft. 
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2. Are not we, as Hierwſalom, ripe 'for the Harveſt'? Have we ''not 


| had the Miniſtry of the Law,of the Goſpel, of the Letter, of the Spurit, 'n 


great power, and glory ? Have not all varieties of chaſtiſements, and judg- 
ments inferiour to, preparatory for the great, and laſt Judgment,already paſled 
upon us ? Have not our Sins among all ſorts, of a!l kinds,grown: up to matu- 


| rity to be ready for the Sickle? 


. We have ſzen fgnsin Heaven above, and on the Earth beneath, and in 


| the Waters ; which Feſus Chriſt foretelleth, as Joel before, and St. Peter after- 
| wards from him, to precede immediately the great and dreadful day of the 


| Lord upon Hieruſalem. Hieruſalem 1s in London. 


Bur, O what comforts flow from the finiſhing love of God in Jeſus Chriſt to 


| make this day of the Lord nat only ſupportable ; but lovely to us, and 
| longed for by us. 


Lift up your heads, for your redemption is at hand ; your Redeemer cometh. 


| This is the day of finiſhing love. Jeſns Chriſt cometh in this day to thee, O 
| Believer,to conſummate the Marriage, and fo all thy joys, thy graces, thy g'o- 
| ries in thy compleat Marriage to himſelf. The day of the Lord is aid to be; 
| The Revelation of the Lord from Heaven. As the natural day chaſeth away the 
| ſhadows of the night ; but is the brightneſs of the Suns beautiful, and glori- 
| ous Body, makmg all rhing3 new in the pleafantnefs of his light to thoſe Eyes, 
' | that watch for the morning: ſo 1s th's day of the Lord a day of Clouds, 
' and Darkneſs to the Children of the night. But it is to thee, who !oveſt, and 
| waiteſt for theappearance of our Lord Teſws, the breathing forth of all fini- 


ſhing loves, the breaking torth of all finiſhed Beauties from the beloved Per- 


| fonof thy Jeſus, appearing nakedly in all the glories of the God-Head from 
* Heaven, in thy Perſon, in all things round about thee ; as the Sun of Eterni- 
| ty atonce ſhining in every point of things, making a new day of jmmortali- 
| ty, and glory every where. 


The Lord Jeſs cometh indeed i flames of Fire. Burt theſe flames are the 


' Almighty powers, and Supream glories of the eternal ſpirit, of eternal love 
| inits purity, in its {1mplicity. Theſe are of a truth flames of fire to the en- 
| mity, to the enemies, to all fleſh : but they are to thee, who livelt in the ſpirit, 
| flames of finiſhing love,of finiſhed beauties preſenting themſclves to thee in all 


- | formsof things ; feaſting themſelves upon thee ; feaſting themielves with thee; 


| making therſelves a fealt to thee. 


I will conclude with that Hiſtory of Elzjah, 1 Kings 19. 11, There paſſed 


| before him a Ihirlewind rending the Rocks, removing the Mountains ; a 
' Fire, and Earthquake. After theſe care a ftill voice. "The learned Jews ſay ; 


That all this was aCted before the Prophet in a divine vihon; that the W hirl- 


* wind, the Mountains, the Rocks torn in pieces ; the Fire, the Earthquake 
| were Angels preſenting themſelves in thoſe Forms, as ſo many Divine Scenes 
| that the 


ill voice were all the Angelsin a Quire, making a heavenly melody; 


Th Y: 
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'Thy Royal Brideproom cometh in every day of Judgment to make more 
than this, true to rhee,O thou Dove,thoit Bride of the Lamb. He cometh in 
the weakneſs of all fleſhround abour rhee, torreſt upon thee, upon all things 
round about thee in the power of his fifiiſhing loves. 'This/is the great day of 
love, and of the ſpitit, in which he will make perfe&'the ſtrength of his love, 
and ſpirit, while thou art trembling, whilc all things are falling with -a great 
noiſe roundabout thee, as dreadtul ruines in a devouring flame. 

Now lift up thy head into thar living, and glorious light of the eternal'ſpi- 
rit ; nowlift up thme Eyes, and thine heart unto that living,and glorious light 
of divine love, which breaketh forth from the face of thy Jeſs within thee, 
withour thee, on every {ide of thee. 

"This'ifrheday of the/anointing of thine 'Eyes with the heavenly Eye- 
ſalve ; of changing thee, and the whole world to thee into fine Gold, Gold 
tryed ithe'fire. © | | 

- All things now appear to thee, as indeed they are, a divine viſion ina light 
of Glory. The whirlewinds, Earthquakes, Fires, Deaths, Ruines are all An- 
gelical Scenes in the Spirit. Inthem all thou ſeeſt the Dances, thou hearelt the 
{till voice, the calm, charming, ſoft Muſick of all the Angels, all the Spirits, 
all the loves of God ; as on his, and thy Marriage-day. 

Thus fntthing love maketh perfect the lighr, the life, the ſtrength of the 
ſpirit, and of love in thee in thy perſonal weakneſs, in the univerſal weakneſs, 
decay,and runes of all fleſh,ot the whole Creation round about thee. 

A skilful Painter 15 moſt diſcerned in laying his ſhadows, By theſe he ma- 
keth his work ſofter, ſweeter, more full of lite,and more taking. "Thus com- 
fort thy ſelf in all thy weakneſles, darknefſes, and deaths. Say thou ; now is 
my Feſzrs exercifing his divine wiſdom, and skill in laying, and placing his 
ſhadows. Now upon theſe ſad grounds will he curtoutly lay his rich and plea- 
fant colours. Now will he form and finiſh the glorious tace of his divine beau- 
ries,of his divine loves upon me. 

Finiſhing love then appears, then difplayeth nſeif with greateſt freedom, 
fulneſs, and ſweetneſs : when it makerh perfect its ſtrength, its beauties, it 
3oys, its eternal I;ght in our weaknefs, deiormity, deipair, darkneſs, death. 

Theſe are the relliſhes ro the Mulick ; the ſhadows to the beauty of fhini- 
ſhing /cve. Thele are the times for finiſhing love ; when it is moſt beautiful. 

[ hve row mace an end of my diſcourſe upon the #7 ſ# rich branch of this 
divine fulneſs of love in Chriſt ; the fulneſs of lowe 1 all Stares. I come now 
to the /econd branch ; the fulneſs of lowe in all kinds. . 

2. There is poured forth from the Father in the glorified Perſen of the Lord 
Teſs a fulneſs of lowe of all kinds. St. Fault faith ; that God the Father hath 
abounded in Grace towards us in all wiſdem,ond prudence in Chriſt.Epheſ,1.6,7, 
"There are three parts of wiſdom, where it 1s compleat. 1. "There is in i/dom 
a var:ety of things. 2. A.contrivance of tis varicty into ore piece, 3. 1 con- 
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currence, and metting in one of all the ſeveral varieties in each part, and point of 
the whole piece by the force of the Harmony. The Father aboundeth in bis Grace, 
his love to us in all wiſdom, in Chriſt. here is fulnels upon fulneſs. He aboun- 
J:tb, He aboundeth in all wiſdom: Nay you havea threefold fulneſs ; an abun- 
dance ; an abundance in wiſdom, which itſelf expreſſeth a fulneſs, a riches of 
wariety. but then there is ſuperadded all wiſdom ; all wariety. 

The Father is 2 plenitude of love rof all kimds, in all varieties pourin 


| forch himſelf inceſlantly, endlefly, eternally in Chrift. God is in Chrift, in his 


eleFing love, in his creating love, 1n his preſerving love, in his redeeming, re- 
nm ftifying, adepting, ſanttifying, comforting, glorifying love. God 
aboundeth with a tulncſs, with a hilling,, an overflowing tulneſs in all 
theſe , in each of theſe ſeveral kinds of love in Feſus Chriſt. Enlight- 
ning, enlivening, ſoftning, ſweerning, healing, cleanling , defending, de- 
lighting , heightning, crowning loves, all are here, and all are full here to infi- 
nitenels. 

Come all ye Souls, who want a ſenſe of fin, or mourn under a ſenſe of (in 
for want of a ſenſe of love ; come hither to Feſus Chriſt, and have love, love 
of every kind, love ſuitable to your longings, or wants ; and have it in abun- 
dance. The glorified Perfon of Chrift 1s a fpiritual Garden. Indeed it is a 
Garden inviſible, ſealed up from the outward ſenſes. But by how much the 
more inviſible it is ; it is ſo muck the more real, glorious, and divine. This 
Garden is ever preſent before thee. It flouriſheth in the midſt of thee. Ir is 
continually open ro every humble, believing Spirit. | 

In this Garden all kinds of divine love grow, as ſo many flowers, which are 
ever full-blown, ever in their full beauty, and ſweetneſs, ever freſh, never fa- 
ding, never failing. As faſt as one is gathered, another ſpringeth up in its 
room. Theſe Immortal flowers of divine love grow here tor thee. They have 
thy name written upon them. "They bend and bow .themſelves towards thee. 
They invite thy hand to gather them. They are ripe in every ſeaſon, and ga- 


| thered with the leaſt rouch of thy ſpirit, "Thou, who haſt a Spirit black, 


and burning with the deepeſt guilt , takethe flower of jultifying love, ſtick it 


Bm thy bulom. This will take out all the hear of pain, and take away all the 


deformity, and ſtain from thy ſpirit, 
Thou who laboureſt under the diſeaſe of any cotruption. See here the 


| flower of fanctifying love. Carry this in thine hand, in thine heart. Ir is a 


poyerſul, a pleaſenc remedy againſt every luſt, or paſſion. Doth the Inftabili- 
ty of thy ſpirit, the uncertainty of thy ſpiritual condition atfict thee? The 


* flower of elcCting love hath a foveraign yertue 1n it to eftabliſh,and fix thine 
| heart in a triumphant peace and joy above all changes or tears. Art thou me- 
| lancholy is thine hearr caſt down within thee tor ſome apparent reaſon, or 


thou kno:weſt not, why ? look upon this pleaſant lower of comtorcing love 


| ſmell to it, wear :t in thy boſom, [t ſhinerh with a heaven!y luſtre, which re- 
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ereateth the Eyes, and infuſerh ſtrange joy into the heart. Ir breatheth forth. 
a ſweetneſs from it, which will make you think your ſelf in Paradiſe, or kif. 
{ing thoſe blefled Cheeks of your heavenly lover, your 7eſns, which are Beds 
of Spices. It hath a ſpirit mit, which 1s the extract of all Cordials, which 
hath all comforting vertues in it, which is the foveraign Comforter of hearts, 
and ſpirits, the only cauſer of delight, and pleaſure on Earth,or in Heaven. 

If any one be deiected with a ſenſe of ſhame, let him make him- 
ſelf a Noſe-gay of theſe three Flowers, regenerating, adopting, glorifying 
love. Every one of theſe caſteth a wonderful l:;ghr from it, which will make 
thee to fee thy ſelf inthe unity of theeternal Spirit,in the form of the Son of 
God. Thou wilt ſee the whole face of things, as a glorious Heaven round a- 
bout thee, all full of bright, and ſhining Angels encompaſling thee, guarding 
thee, attending upon thee,as the heir ofGod; Jeſus in glory walking with thee 
hand in hand, as his Brother, God himſelf beholding thee with an unmoved, 
and full Eye of eſteem, wonder, and complacency, zs his onely one, the Obje&t 
of all his love,the Ground of all his joy. | 


A— 
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The State of a Saints Soul and Body in Death, 


* He peculiar conſolations, and joys of Death.to a Saint, pour forth them- 
ſelves, into ten diſtin&t channels, or ſtreams. 

1. Death is no diflolution to the Soul, or Body of a Saint,but a reſtitution 
and return of both to liberty, peace, and perfection. 

2. Both deſcend no more, but aſcend in Death. 

3. Death hath in it nomelancholy overcaſt, or unpleaſant darkning to the 
Soul or Body ; but a ſweet, unexpected, ſurprifing, and raviſhing increaſe of a 
pure,divine, and triumphant light, circling in,and ſhining through all. 

4. Death caſtsno deformity upon ether part of a Saint, but cloaths both 
with an heavenlineſs, amiableneſs, and beauty. 

5.. Death is no ſtreightning, or impriſonment to Body, or Soul, but a bleſ- 
ſed enlarging of both to' a divine ſtate , and freedom. 

6. The Death of a Saint hath nothing bitter in ir ; but is a ſpring of pure 
ſweetneſles, and pleaſures dividing itſelf into every part, and making all the 
garden of God, b 

7. There is nothing of the Devil in the Death of a Saint ; but Chriſt ri- 
ſen, and glorified 1s all, fills all, and ſhines thorow al]. 
ng Death hath nothing of wrath in it ; but is all divine love unvailing it- 

9, There 1s nothing of Death in the Death of a Saint ; bur life, and im- 
mortality unclouded, and ſhining forth clearly. 

10, Death is no other thing to a Saing thana heightning of his ſpirituali- 


ty, 
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ty,making him all GIO ſpiritual,purely ſpiritual, without any muzture 
u 1changeably ſpiritual without any interruptions,inconſtancies,or darkintervals. 
1. Death is nodiffolution to the Soul, or Body of a Saint, but a reſtitution 
and return of both to liberty, peace, and 'perfeCtion. 2 Corinth, s.' 2. 
Pau! exprefſeth this ground of confidence, and joy in Death : For we know, 
that if our earthly houſe of this Tabernacle be diflolved, we have a building 
of God, an houſe not made with hands eternal in the Heavens. It is the ob- 
ſervation of learned Divines, that the Greek word here z#rwwVe3u, which we 
render to be diſfol ved, {1gniheth to take up our-Inn, from that circumſtance of 
unlooſing the Horſes, and taking them out of the Waggon, or Chariot to 
bring them into the Inn, and Stable, that there they may be at their liberty to 
reſt, and feed, and lie down. From this word upon this ground, an Inn, or 
Houſe of reception,& refreſhing forTravellers,hath its name inGreek, zamavue. 
_ Arour Birth, which is the morning of thislife, and our entrance upon our 
TJourny through this weary world,ourSouls and Bodiesare joyned to this fleſh- 
ly Image by the natural ſpirit, the ſpirit of this world, as Horſes pur into a 
Waggon, to which they are faſtned by their Harnes, and Traces. 'The Body 
is as the fore-horſe, but the Soul as the filler, which draws moſt, and bears the 
chief weight, All the day long of this life we draw this Waggon heavy la- 
den with all ſorts of temptations, and troubles thorow deep ways of mire, 
and ſand. This only 1s our comfort, that the divine will, which is love itſelf 
in its perfection, as a hand pur forth from Heaven thorow a Cloud, at our 
Birth put us into this Waggon, and governs us all the day. In the evening of 
our life, at the end of our NR Death is the fame divine will, as a naked 
hand of purelove ſhining forth from an open heaven of clear light, and glo- 
ry,taking our Souls, and both Bodies out of the Waggon,and Traces of rhis 
{leſhly Image, and —_ and leading them immediately into their Inn, into a 
place of freedom, reſt, and refreſhing into theunity of the eternal ſpirit into 
the Boſom of our Lord Jeſus. | 
Ohbj. But before 1 procecd any farther, I will indeavour to make my whole 
way more clear by anſwering an objeCtion, which perhaps already ariſeth in 
moſt of your thoughts. You may be ready to ſay ; Is this your meaning, as 
you ſeem clearly to expreſs it, that the Bodies alſo of the Saints ſuffer no dil- 
ſolution in Death, but return immediately to a ſtate of purity,and perfection ? 
This ſcemeth to contradict the common ſenſe of all,the faith of the Saints, and 
the plain letter of the Scriptures. Do we not with our Eyes ſee every day the 
dead Bodies of the belt Perſons thrown into the Grave, turning to Corrupti- 
on, and PutrefaCtion, either before, ar in the Grave, diflolved to Worms, 
and Duſt, their bones ſcattered, and caſt up and down Church-yards? The 
bleſſed Body of our Lord Jeſus was taken off from the Croſs, a bloody, live-" 
leſs, mangled Corps, a ſad, and ruchful ſpectacle. So he was laid in the Grave, 
the ſame Body, which after three days roſe again, and was taken up into Glo- 
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ry. The Scripture plainly teſtifieth, that in Death, as the Spirit returns to God 
who gave it, ſothe duſt returns to the Earth as it was, God paſſth this ſen- 
tence of death upon Adams for his tranſgreſiion : Duſt thou art, and to duſt 
thou ſhalt return. Do not we by faith, grounded upon the clcar letter of the 
Scripture expect the Reſurreftion of our BoJies, at the found of the lat 
Trumpet ? 


Anſ.lanſwer to theſe objeCtions firſt in genera! [fully aſſent to all theſe tefti- | 


monies of ſenſe,of the letter of theScriptures,& ot the common faith of all rhe 
Saints concerning the Reſurreftion of the Body. 'Yer is it true that I mean 
this, I believe this, in this meaning and beliet my Sou', and Bady rejoice, and 
triumph together ; that not the Soul alone, but allo the Body of a Saint jn the 
very firſt moment of Death, meeteth with no dillolution, but a .reftiturion, 
and moſt delightful return to liberty, peace, and perieCtion: This 1s that ſweet, 
and comfortable ſenſe of Death, which the holy Spirit ſtemeth r9.have ſcaled 
upon my Soul, from all hae” op acreaſon, of Faith,and fromthe letter of the 
Scriptures. In this ſenſe I with, that all were, as I am, to behold, with the 
ſime ſpiritual Eye in. the ſame light of the Spirit, the beauty, and lovelincls of 
Dearth in the Body. of a Saint, . the. beauty, lovelineſs,. and pleafant life of 
the Body of a Saint in Death. | 

I come now to give a more particular anſwer htted to. the ſeveral objections 
by four diſtintions, 

The four diſtinctions are thefe. 1. Of a two-fold bedy in a Saint, 2. Of 
atwo fold Duſt.. 3, Of a two-fold Senfe. 4. Of a two-fold ReſurreCtion. 

1 Dif, There is a twofo'd Body, which the Scripture in its language at- 
tributes to a Saint : There is a Body, from which a Saint is to be delivered. 
You read of. this, Rom. 7. I. Wretched Man that I am, 2ho ſhall deliver me 
from the Body of this Death. T'here-is a _y in a Saint, which 1s to be deli- 
vered. St, Paul (peaks of this in the name of all the Saints. Row. 8. 17+ alſo, 
who have the firſt-fruits of the Spirit, wait for the adoption, the "redemption 
of the Bedy. .'T here is a Body,which 1s the ſeat of Death, a Body of Death, 
as in the forementioned place ; who ſhall deliver me from the Body of this 
Death ? In all the members of this Body fin reigneth, as a King, eſtabliſhing 
his Law, For fo, in the ſame place, a little before, it 1s written : With my 
Members I ſerve the Law of Sin. This is the Body of Fleſh, in which there 
dwelleth-no good, as St. Paul ſpeaks in the ſame Chapter. "There is again in a 
Saint a holy, living, immortal Body, the feat of a holy, heavenly, and im- 
mortal Life, in as much as it is the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt. For fo St, 
Paul teſtifieth, as to an unqueſtionable, and known truth, granted of all the 
Saints an the primitive ttmes, 1 Corim. 6. 1G. What ? know yeu not, that 
your Body is the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt ? Again, a Saint carryeth about 
with him thorow his life a Body, which 1sa partition-wall between him, and 
hys Beloved, which divides between Chrift and him, which he muſt breaic 
forth 
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forth from, and caſt of, before he can be taken into the Buſam of Jeſus Chrift, 
and be with him, 1 Corin, 5, 6. 8. Sr. Paul complains that while he 1s pre- 
ſent in the Body, he is abſent from the Lord, and breaths forth paſſionate 
longings to be abſent from the Body, that he may be prefent with the Lord. 
Bur a Saint hath a Body, which is fo tar from dividing him, and Jeſus Chrift, 
that theſe two divine lovers are entirely united, and both one im 17. Iris 
Chriſts own Body, as well 23 a Saints, A!l the Members of it are the Mem- 
bers of Chrift, as they are of a Saint, 1 Coriz 6. 15. Know ye net, that jour 
Bodies are the Membcrs of Chrif ? hail Ithen take the Members of Chriſt, 
ard make them the Members cf a Harlet ? God forbid. Yea he carryeth this 
union ſo high, that he maketh the Lord Jeſits, and a Saint in this Body of his, 
of which :lone he ſpeaketh, to be one Spirit, and makes that the principal 
ground, upon which he builds his arguments againſt Fornication, w. 16. 17, 
18. What ? know je not, that be, which is jcyned to a Harl.t, is one body, fer 
two, leach he, ſhall be one fl:/n, buz be that is joyned unto the Lord is one Spirit. 
Fiee Formcation, he. that committeth Fornication, finneth agunit his 
own Body. How manifeſtly here are a ficthly Body, and a ſpirituat Body 
dircnguithed one from another ? A Body, in which Forn:cation makes tr}: 
Man one fleſh with the Harlo:? a Body, in which a Sint is one Spirit with 
Jeſus Chrift ? | 

Theſe two are one Body, which ſtandeth in two mixed Principles,and Ima- 
ges. The Body of a Sint, while this-life lafterh, ſtanderh partly in a 
carnal, or fleſhly principle, and Image. This izthe Body of Death, in which 
| no good dwe's, which is ſubjeC& ro the Law of Sin. While a Saiar 1s preſent 
| in this Body, he 1s abſent from Chriſt. This is that, from whicha Saint groa- 
| neth to be delivered. The Body of a Sxint ſftandeth in part, and imperfectly, 
while we live here, in a Spiritual Principle, 2nd Image. Thus the Body of a 
| Saint 15 the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, the Body, and Member of Chrilt, 
| one Sj-wir with Chrilt, by which one Spirit it is Baptized into his Spiritual, 
| and heavenly body. "This is that body of a Saint, which groaneth to be re- 
| deemed, and delivered from the Body of Dcath, as from its Captivity, Prifon, 

and Grave. | 
The Death of a Saint finiſheth this Captivity, breaketh open the Priſon, 
| and the Grave, and ſetreth free the Body of a Saint into the liberty of its A- 

doption or Sonſhip ; that is,into its Spiritual, and divine form of a Son of God. 
| As hire is ſaid to ſeparate things of differert kind, and to gather into one 
| things of. the ſame nature : ſo is the Death of a Saint the flame of God, the 
bre of Divine Love, Jeſus Chriſt coming in the inviſible flame of this Hea- 
| venly fire to ſeparate the fleſhly Principle, and Image from the ſpiritual Prin- 
ciple, and Image, both in the Soul, and Body of a Believer. "The fleſhly Prin- 
ciple, and Image, which is in the Body of a Saint, as a foreign, and ſtrange 


thing, as ruſt upon Gold, is entirely caſt off to the Spirir, and Image of -= 
world, 
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world, and of the Devil, to which it belongeth. 'The Body of the Saints i 
its Spiritual Principle, and Image, which are truly ,and properly its own, in 
which it is truly, and properly it{elf, is intirely for ever gathered up into the 
unity of the Erergal Spirit, the heavenly Body, and Boſom of our Lord Je. 
ſus. 
In the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, ch. 9. 2.3. The Blood of Lambs, and Gott, 
were ſaid to cleanſe the hgures of heavenly things in the Tabernacle, but the 
Blood of Chriſt the heavenly things themſelves. "The Soul, and Body of | 
Believer are the heavenly things themſelves. For theſe are that true Temple of 
the Holy Ghoſt, of which the firſt Tabernacle, and Temple were figures. A; 
the death of a Saint is a conformity to Chriſt, and a fellowſhip to Chriſt on 
his death : ſo doth the Blood of Chriſt, thar is, the divine virtue, and the 
life of the God-Head in the death of Chriſt, cleanſe theſe heavenly things, the 
Soul and Body of a Saint at his death from all their duſt, rubbiſh, and filth, 
from all mixture with the fleſhly Principle, and Image. | 
Thus now the Body of a Saint, as well as his Soul, is made compleatly 


pure, and heavenly Temple of the Holy Ghoſt. It ſubſiſts alone in an imme. 


diate, entire, and mutual union with this bleſſed Spirit, It lyeth wholly in i, 
as in the Fountain of life, immortality, love, peace, and joy. It is filled with 
ir, as the Temple with the ſmoak of the ſweet incenſe, and with the Glory 0! 
God. 

How unhappy are you ? How bitter is death, how full of deformity, hoy 
dreadful, how dark, how diſmal to you, who leave this life before the Foun 
tain of Eternal Lite hath opened itſelf in you ? Death to you is a devouring 
fre from below, which burns upon your Spirit, and fleſh, conſuming the or: 
der, the beauty, the ſweetneſs of both,and changing them into a ruinous heay 
of utter darkneſs; deſolation and confuſion. 

But bleſſed are you, thrice blefled are you, whoſe Souls,and Bodies are both 
married by one Spirit unto Jeſus Chriſt, before Death comes to ſeparate then 
one from another ; whoſe Sou!s,and Bodies are become Temples of the Ho 
ly Ghoſt, and are inhabited by the Holy Ghoſt, before Death comes to de 
moliſh the fleſhly frame, and building. Death to you is a lovely form, u 
which your Jeſus himſelf comes into your whole Perſon, both Sou, 
and Body, as into his Garden or Vine-yard , to drive out the wil 
Beaſts, all rhe powers of darkneſs, to pluck up by the roots, and to cal 
out the Weeds, every thing of this worlds, of a fleſhly Spirit , and 
Image, that the "Divine Shades , the Spiritual Plants, the fruitfi 
Vine of his own Life, /and Love, and of his own heavenly Image may 8lone 
flouriſh here,and himſelf alone may delight himſelf in the midſt of theſe, asic 
a Garden ſhut up. Jeſus Chriſt comes by Death to your Bodies, and Spirits, 
to a Bcioved fountain) to caſt out of it every thing of filth, of earth, and fleſh, 
which polluterh it,that he may fee his own face clearly all over it,that he alon 
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may drink of it, that he may lye in the midſt of theſe waters for ever bathing 
in them, that you in both may be a fountain ſealed up ro himſelf. Death is ro 
ou, who believe, a rich Marriage-bed of Gold and Purple, into which your 
naked Souls and Bodies quite ſtripped in the twinkling of an epe, of ail their 
raggs, are taken to lye in the naked boſom and imbraces of your beloved 
Brnidegroom the Lord Jeſus. 

"Thus much for the twofold Body. 

2-Diſt. The 2 .)iſtinCtion next to this of the twofoldBody in a Saint,is that of 
therwofold duſt 1n Dearth. In thelaft chapter of Eccleſiaſtes, v. 7. we read 
That in Death the duſt ſhall return to the earth as it was, and the Spirit to God 
who gave it. Gen. ch. 3.17. God paſleth this Sentence of Death upoa Adam 
after the Fall : Thow ſhalt return to the Ground. For out of it thou wer: 1 aken, 
Daſt thou art, and to Dult thou ſhalt return. 

There was a Duſt before the Fall,out of which theBody of Man was made, 
Gen. 2.7. God formed man of the duſt of the ground. Firſt obſerve here by the 
way, that the ground from which the dult was taken,of which the Body of 
Man was formed,was the ground of Paradiſe.For fo we read immediately ai- 
ter at the gth wv. That out of the ground God had made to grow every Planc 
that was pleaſant to the eye, and good for food, with the Tree of Life in the- 
midſt of them. 

The Jewiſh DoCtors teach us,that the duſt, of which the Body of Man was - 
made, was a fine and precious powder, in which all the excellencies of rhe 
whole Creation were exactly tempered, and mingled together in one Body. 
The Scripture ſeemeth to give us a foundation for this belief. When Moſes 
fairh, That God made out of the ground to grow every Plant pleafant to the 
Eye,good for food; and the 'Tree of Life in the midſt of them; he ſeemeth to . 
fignifie that this wasa divine ground, in which God from the beginning had 
ſown the divine ſeeds of all the beauties, pleafantnefles, ſweetnefles, and of all 
the beautiful and pleaſant Lives of Paradiſe itſelf, and of the whole Creation, 
a8 it was in a Paradifical ſtate. The duſt then of this ground, which com- 

ſeth the Body of Man, was the manifold beauty, ſweetneſs, virtue and life - 
of Paradiſe, of the whole Paradiſical ſtate of things gathered rogether, con- 
tracting themſelves into one, and ſhading themſelves, like the beautics, 
ſweetneſſes, and virtues of a flower in its precious ſeed.Bur that which 1s chick- 
ly to be conſidered here, is the ſtate of all things before the Fall. Sin was not 
yet entred, which brought in Death. The Unity of the Creature among 
themſelves, between God and the Creatures, was yet entire. The divine lite 
and Image flouriſhed thorow the whole Creation. All the Creatures ſtood up- 
on their divine root, and were, hlled with a divine Sap, like flowers upon their 
ſtalks, and trees ar the height of the Spring. 

St. Fohn gives us afweet, and beautiful Image of the. whole Creat.on in 
ts firſt ſtate before it loſt its life, ſyeerneſs, and uniry by Sin, Fob. 1, 3. W 
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All things were made by him, that is, Feſus Chriſt,and without him nothing wat 
made that was made. In him was life, and that life was the light of Men, 
There are two things obſervable in this Scripture. 1. That which we read, 
without him was nothing made, *) 2weis av5s, ſigniberh properly-nothing was 
made apart, or ſeparate from him. The Holy Spirit ſeemeth here to point out 
the primitive union of the whole Creation, and all the diſtinCt parts of it 
with the Lord Jeſus, the living Root, the glorious Head of all, and in all. x, 
Where we read ; Without him nothing was made, that was made, this latter 
clauſe, that was made, addeth nothing to the ſenſe, and looketh like a vain 
repetition. Some therefore place ir at the beginning of the following verſe, 
and read it thus ; that, which was made, in him was life. This deſcrib<th ro 
us the effcCt of that union. Jeſus Chriſt put a life, a divine lite into every 
Creature by his union with it. St. Paul ſeemeth to relate ro this Scripture, 
and to confirm this living, beautiful, and Divine State of all the Creatures, 
as they came forth from God, Colof. 1. 16, All things were made in him, all 
things were made therow him, unto him, and into him. v. 18. All things ſtood 
together in him. j : | 

Well then the Duſt, the Ground, the Earth, the Darkneſs in the pure 
ſtate ot the Creation were made in Chriſt, were life in him, were made in u- 
nion with Chriſt. They, were made thorow Chriſt, as their mould, and chan- 
nel. They were made by Chriſt, as their Original pattern, as the immediate 
power putting forth itſelt in them. They ſtood together with the reſt of the 
Creatures in the Divine Unity in Chriſt. Thus had this Duſt, of which we 
ſpeak, a Divine life in/it, a Divinc Beauty upon it, a Divine Secd in it; this 
lite was the life of Chriſt, and ſo comprehended according to its kind, all 
the lives and vertues of all the Creatures, and of Paradiſe. Its bcauty was the 
beauty of Chriſt, in which after the like manner all created beauties centred, 
and met in one. Chriſt himſelf was the Seed in this Duſt, and fo not only the 
exccliencies, and y:rtues of the whole Creation, but all the uncreated "Trea- 
ſures of Lite, and Glory lay together ſhaded, and vailed with.n this Duſt. Bur 
their vail, and their ſhade was a living, beautitul, and pleaſant Picture of 
themleives, all filed wah the ſweet Odour of thoſe hidden Ointments. 

[ have one thing more to ſay to deſcribe this Duſt. Man, who was the laſt 
days work, the comprehenſion, and perfcEtion of the whole Creation, was 
made in a ſhadowy Image of God. Foro the word image 1n the firſt of Gun 
ſis Gigniheth, and the Scripturcs in their whole courſe tefitity. In the beg'n- 

. . . R *4 - © 
n;ng all things came forth from God in an univerſal Darkneſs before the Light 
of the brſt day. 

Tims Darkncis 1s remarkable in ſeveral eminent circumſtances. 1. It was 
caſt iorth imrediate!y from the Divine Nature, and from the glorious Per- 
ſon of Chriſt to be a vajl round about upon the Eternal ory 1t'elf, ard to 
be a ground oi tne wl:gic Creation. 2. Ir ttood in anfimmcciate union with 
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the Divine Nature, and the glorious Perſon of Chriſt, ſpringing forth immeds- 
ately from it,and depending iamediately upon it. 3. 'The vnſearchable riches 
of theGod-Head,and of Chriſt, with all the various xcellencies of the creatures 
asthey were 1n their eternal patterns and principles, lay hid together within 
this ſhade. 4. Out of this ground did God make-te-(pring all the creatures in 
their primitive paradiſical purity and pleafantnefs, being wrapt up here, as in 
their firſt matter, and having their proper ſeeds ſown here. 

Thus was this Darkneſs a thade indeed,but pure, indued with a Divine Life, 
cleathed with a Divine beauty and Juftre, bearing a Divine figure, breathing 
forth a Divine ſweetneſs, ſpread forth every moment freſh with a new luſtre, 
and ſweetneſs from the D:vine Nature, vailing within itſelt all the Joys and 
Glories of God, Chriſt, Heaven and Paradife, and as it hides all theſe in its Bo- 
ſom, lying itſelf in the Boſom of Chritt. | 

Such 13 the Ground, ſuch is the Dult of rhe Ground, and the Earth, our of 


| which the Body of Man was firſt taken, and into which the BoCy of a dying 


Gant returns. Such 1s the Darkneſs of Death, that overſhadows a Saints bo- 
dy,like the Nights in Paradife. Bur there is this advantage now,that this pure. 
primitive Du and Darkreſs are heightened, have a new, and greater beau- 


ty, and ſweetneſs by the Reſurrection of Chriſt from the Dead. This is the 
firſt Duſt, the Duſt before the Fall. 


2. The ſecond Duſt is that after the Fali underſtood in that ſentence ; Duft 


thou art,and to Duſt thom ſhalt return, This is the Duſt of that Death which fn 
brings forth;a curſed Dult, the Daſt of the curſed Earth, which bringeth forth . 
| Bryars and Thorns. "That former beautiful and blefled Duſt lies captivated ir: 
| this, as in a Priſon, or Grave of contrariety and enmi:y. This Duſt is com- 


poſed of three things ; 1, A Separation, Diflolution, and Deſolation, from the 


force and power of Enmity. 2. A Blackneſs of Darknels trom a cloud and 
ſtorm of wrath. 3. The ſeeds of thame, pain, anguith, horrour and torment 


hidden in 1t. 


This Duſt is that which the Body of a Saint caſts off in Death, upon this 


worldly Image and Sprrit, together with the Spirit and Image of this world. 


This is that which ſutfereth d:flolurion, which repreſenteth detormity, an4 
triketh the horrour in Death. All which are now of the Image of this world, 
and to the Image of this World, in the Spirit of this \Vorld, and tothe Spi- 
it of this World, within the Kingdom of the Devil, having no more relation 
to a Saint in Death, than the filthy raggs of a Prince in a Dangeon, to the 
Prince at Liberty, and in his Pallace. 

Death rubbing oft the Ruſt of this curſed Duſt from the Body of a Saint , . 
leaves it all a ſhining, rich, incorruptible Dalt of pure Gold. His Body is 
now entirely with Chriſt, a precious, pleaſant, and living Dult in the Gar- 
ien-Beds, rhe Beds of Spices or perfumed Flowers in Paradiſe, "This is the 
{cond DiſtinEtion of the ryo Dults. 

L111 3- Di”. 
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3 Diſt. The turd diltintion is of a twofold ſenſe, Row. 8. 6. St. Paul 
reacheth us, That to be carnally minded is Death, but to be ſpiritually minded i; 
Life, and Peace. "The Greek runs thus: the mind of the fleſh, and the mind 
of the ſpirit. The word mind is gegmmue, which figniheth a practical unders 
ſtanding, and comprehendeth a twofold act; one of the underſtanding to 
diſcern, and judge ; another of the. will to taſt, and reiliſh. S> the mind iz 
here a ſenſe, and a favour both in one. Thus you have here a twotold ſenſe, 
Spiritual, and Carnal or Fleſhly. 

1. The Spiritual ſenſeis ſer forth three ways. 1. By the Pr:nciple. 2. By 
ewo cies of this Principle. 3. By two companions of thele effects, 

1, The Principle of a Spiritual ſenfe 1s the Spirit ; this holy, and bleſſed 
S5irit is the only, and proper Principle of a Saint, and Saintſhip, of a Son 
of God, and a Sonſhip to God. Art thou indeed a Saint ? then thou art inthe 
Spirit of Glory, and of God, as in thy Root, and Element, as a Tree of Liſe 
in the Root of Eternal Lite, and Love, as Fiſhes in the water of Life, as 
Birds in the pure air of D:vine Love, as Angels in Heaven, Rom, 8. 9. Tu 
are not, (faith St. Pau to! tne Saints) mn the Flefh, but im the Spirit. Art thou 
indeed a Son of God? "Then 13 this Spirit of Grace, and [mmortality in 
thee, as thy natural Piinciple,as the power of Nature according to the ney, 
and Divine Nature which acteth thee. Rom, 8. 16, As many as are led b, 


the Spirit of God, are the Sens of God. The word led is 49vTa4 acted. As the 


Soul a&ts the Body, as the principle of reaſon rhe Soul of Man, as the nature 
of the Sun a&ts the Sun in its ſhinings, in.its motions ; thou alſo art acted by 


the Divine Spirit, to which the Sun, the Sunl of Man, the principle of rea-f 


ſon are empty, and weak ſhacows, {o far as thou in truth arr a Child of Light, 
and a Son of God the Father of L:ghts, 

Let me here by the way tvuch a three-fold ſtring in your Souls, 1, A 
mournful ſtring. 2. A ſtring of Celire. 3. The ftring of praiſe. 

7. Is the Sp:rit the principle of a Saint ? how then ſhould we mourn, that 


wg 


this Spirit of Grace, this Comforter 1s grieved, that this Spirit of Ligkr, an! 


Life 1s quenched by unbelicf, ſenſuality, unkindneſs, and negiet ? how ſhould 


we mourn that this Holy Spirit,this Spirit of 'T'ruth is flighted, and ſpoken 


_ evil of, as a Spirit of licenticuſneſs, or as a fancy, and deluſion, and all this h 
among Saints, at leaſt in profeſhon, when as this Soirit is the only priuiciple df 
Saintſhip ? St. 7ede1n his Epiſtic, ſpeaketh of this as the Sin of Devils, fo 
which they are caſt down to Hell, and bound in Chains of Darkneſs,that they 
did forfake their hr{t ſtate, and rhcir own habitation. It is in Greek not their 
firſt ſtate, bur their frlt-principle,c»7- O Saints 1snot this a Sin, greater tha: 
thatof Devils, not only to forſake, but to grieve, and caſt ſhame upon thi 


fri, and moſt bleſſed Spirir, which is your only principle, a principle of D: 


Reit, and Glory ? 
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ving Life, Light, and Purity; your own habitation, a habitation of Divin| 
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2. Oall you, whodelire tobe Saints, or to grow in the new, and Divine 
Nature of a Saint ; Jet your hearts burn by day, and by night with continual 
longings for the Spit, This alone is that of which a Saint is bred, by which 
he is nouriſhed. 'T'his alone 1s the Heavenly Root, the Sap, the ſweet Dew, 
Showers, and Influences, 'the warm, and cherithing Sun-ſhine to every Spiri- 
tual Plant, Cry therefore, and wait for this Spirit 3 wait upon it - miniſter to 
;ſcek ir;ſfuck it in 'by all means,thorow all its own manifeltations,and ordinan- 
ces,ofNature,or ofGrace. When this world was firſt made a beautiful frame out 
of a dark Decp,the Spirit moved upon the face of the waters. When Jeſs 
was conceived in the womb of the Virgin, the Holy Gl-:ait overſhadowed her, 
and refted upon her. In both places the expretlions ſeem tro allude to a Bird, or 
a Dove ſpreading itſelf over its Neft to hatch its young Ones. When the 
Lord Jeſus was Baptized, the Holy Ghott deſcended, and reſted upon him in 
the form of a Dove. Dolt thou indeed deſire ro have thy dark, defiled, dead 
Hearr made a new Creature, to have Jeſus Chriſt to be born, or.to grow 
within thee, and to be Baptized yet more, into Jeſus Chriſt the Sea of all 
Heavenly Beauties, Loves, and Joys? O then pray to the blefled Spirit to 
make thy Soul his Neſt, to move upmn thetace of thy Spirit, to overſhadow 
thee, to deſcend and reſt upon thec in his Dovelike fort. F 
3.0 all ye Saints,ſing the praiſes of the holy Spirin;let the high praiſes of the 
holy Spirit be ever in your mouths. Say to the Spirit ; this 18 the womb of 
Divine Life and Power, which hath born us, and brought w forth to be 
Children, and Heirs to God ; thele are the Breatts of Divine Life, and {weet- 
neſs, which give us fuck ; this 18 itſelf, the Heavenly Milk of the Eternal 
word, by which we live,and grow. Do you tee any glympſe of Evangelical 
Light, and 'T ruth, do you feel any workings of Grace, any ſweet ſpringings 


'of Loveand Joy ? Give Glory tothe Spirit, ir 15 this bietled Spirit, which now 


ſhines 1n you, enlivens you, and acts you. 'The Children of Tjrael in the Wil- 
derneſs, in a great want of water, met with a Well, then they lang to 1t in 
theſe words, Spring O Well, the Princes havedigged it with their Staves. When 
ever thou meeteſt with any freſh ſtream, any ſweet dropof the water of Life 
riling up within thee in in's parched Land, and weary Wilderneſs, {wg ro thy 
Well, {ing to thebleſied Spirit, and fay m thy Song : my Well foringeth,my 
Jeſus hath digged it in my heart with the Golden Scepter of his Grac-, and 
Love. 'Thuslet every gracious thought, graciou; moving of thy miad,will,or 
affeFions put into thy mouth a new Song o! joytul praiſes to the Spirit, 2s the 
dear, and inſeparable principie of Life, of Heaven, of Eternity within thee, 

thine own«principle. Thus much of the Principle. | 
2. The two eftetts of thisPrinciple are aSpiritual ſenſe,& ſavnur both com- 
prehended in that expreſiion : to be heavenly minded. How often doth my 
Spirit labour in the Boſom, and power of the Eterral Spirit for theſe twa 
things, 1. That all Men were brought forth mto this Spiritual Principle. 2. 
£ | L11lz That 
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That ail, who have the Spiritual Principle within them, were continually 
ated by it ! How ſweet would life be tothem, for the ſight of their Eyes, and 
relliſh of their Spirit ? They that live in the Spirit, ſee all things by a Spiritual 
Liglit, It is indeed a pleaſant thing to behold this Light. Every glympſe of 
it infuſeth a heavenly jcy into the Heart, and ſcattereth all Clouds of grief, 
or melancholy. "Theſe ſce all things in a Spiritual Image, that is in a Divine, 
and Immortal Glory, "They taſt the ſweetneſs of a Heavenly, and Divine 
Love in every thing. Every thing preſenteth itleli to them in an Heavenly 
Appearance, and every appearance of things entreth into their Souls with a 
heavenly taſte, and rell:ſh, far ſweeter than Hony to the Palate. 
All our converſe with things of every kind of Nature,or Grace ; of Senſe, 
or reaſon proceedeth from a union 'with thoſe things in one Principle, 


and is a Communion with them in that Principle. Such as the Principle is, 


ſuch are the Appearances, and relliſhes of things to us, ſuch is our converſe 
with them. All Appearances of things to Men, or to Angels in every natural 


Principle, to our ſenſes, or to our underſtandings ate no more than ſhadows, 


or dreams. 'Fhe Spirit alone 1s Truth. When melancholy forms, and Ima- 
ges of things in this world afflict our Spirits z when the pleaſant things here 
lift them up to vain joys, and glories ; it the holy Spirit awaken himſelf, and 
ariſein us : all theſe fly away, all other appearances of things break up into 
an appearance of Eternal Beauty, and Blellednels ſpringing forth from this 
Spirit like the ſhadows of the night, when the Sun is ſeen, and a dream,when 
2 Man awaketh. F 

Weare taught by natural'Philoſopy, that the Images of things are ſeen 
thorow a Chriſtalline humour in the Eye, as a ane Glaſs. If this Chriſtal be 
dyed. with any colour : all things, which we ſee,appear to us in that colour. 
In like manner there is a native moiſture upon our Palates, and Tongues, by 
which we taſt things. If this moiſture have any taſt of its own, every thin 
taſterh of ir. Blefled art thou, who liveſt the life of a Saint. Thou liveſt the 
lite ob Heaven upon Earth. 'The Spirit 1s the Chriſtal in the Eye of rhy Soul, 
torow which thou ſeelt all things, This Chriltal* hath a heavenly colour of 
Glory ever upon it. Thou then feeſt all things in this raviſhing colour, in a 
Heavenly Glory. The Spirit is the Divine moiſture, and water of life upon 
the pailate of rhy'Soul, by which thou taſteſt all things. "This water of the 
Spirit bath ever the heavenly relliſh, the unexpreſlible ſweetneſs of the Di. 
»me Nature, of the Divine\Love, of rhe pleaſures of the God-Head. Thus 
thouſfaveureſt all things. Fhis Love,and Sweetneſs thou relliſheſt in every thing. 

3. The rwo companions of theſe two effeCts of a Spiritual Principle are 
bate, and Peace. To be ſpiritually minded i Life, and Peace. 

i, Life "I'he Spirit, and Life are inſeparable one from another. The 
words that I ſpeak, they are Spirit, and they are life, faith Jeſus Chriſt, Fob.6. 
«ve Spirts zs the Fountain of Life. Fer he #s called the Spirit of Life, Rom. $. 
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The Quickening Spirit. 1 Cor. 15. "The Power of an Endlefs Life, Heb. 
| Let usever pray, that we may ever live in the Spirit : For now we live, if 
we ſtand faſt in our ſpiritual Principle. "The Life which we now live, is firſt, 
| pure. It hath nothing of any Mixture, of any Defilement, or of any ſhadow 
of Death. Secondly,lIr is perfedt. It hath all the Sweetnefles, Virtues, Joys,and 
| Beauties of Life in ir, Thirdly, It is perpetual, Ir never ceaſfeth, Ir never 
| cndeth, bur fpringeth to Eternity. Fourthly, It is a powerful Life. It main- 
| cains itſelf againſt all the Powers of Darkneſs, and Death, It maintains 
| itſelf in the midſt of them, as a: fweet Light of Glory, ſhining in. a 
| dark place, and triumphing over the darkneſs. In a word, this Lite is the 
| pureſt, ſweeteſt, aud moſt laſting Lie : For it lows immediately, and ſprings 
' upcontinually from the Fountain of Lite itlelf. Nay, whieh 1 far ſweeter, 
| andmore glorious, it 13 Life, as it liesin the Fountain of Life. Ir is Life nef 
| only from the Spirit, but in the Spirit. So St. Paul ſpeaks in this Chapter : 
* They that are in the Spirit ; and to the Galatians ; if ye live m the Spirit. 
| 2. The other Companion of a Spiritual Senſe is Peace, Peace in the Lan- 
' guage of the Scripture, Gignifieth a perfection of Happineſs. Ir is diſtinguiſh- 
| ed into, IT, Peace above with God, 2. Peace within, in. your own Con- 
| ſciences and Spirits. 3. Peace with all Creatures round about you.. O kow 
| true is it, that they keep the Feaft cont. nually, a Royal and Divine Feaſt in 
white Garments, who live in a ſpiritua! ſenſe of things! Every day to them 
| 15a Holy Day, a Feilival Day. - All things are feſtival round abour then, 
| All things are in a Covenant of Peace with them, in a Covenant of Grace, 
and Divine Peace. All appearances of things in every State ſhine upon them 
| from the glorited Perſon of Chriſt, as heavenly Beauties ſmiling upon them. 
AllProvidences, Changings, and Motions of things, are a Heavenly Mulick, 
ſpringing up to them, and founding round about them, in the Unity of the 
| Spirit, AlImpreſſions made upon theirSouls from every paſlage of Providence, 
| or Change, is a moſt del:cious ſweetneſs upon. their Spirits, an unexprefiible 
Taſte of Heaven and Eternity. 

But the manner of St. Pau/s Expreſſion is very obſervabie, and hath-a. , 
' great force init: To be ſpiritually mmded is Life and Peace. The lenſe and 
lavour of the Spirit is itlelf Life and Peace univerſally, ablojurely, in the ab- 
ſtrat, in perfection, withour any Conhnement or All:y. The ſpiritual 
| ſenſe of a Saint, is the pure, and;compleat Eſſence of Lite and Peace an its 
higheſt Activity, How true js it, that a good man 1s ſatished from himſelf? 
' How Holy, how High, how Happy, how Heavenly a tlung, is it to be & 
| Sairit, to be ſpiritual, rolive as a Saint, to live ſpiritually? Thou now -com- 
| prehendeſt all things in an uncorruptible Beauty, Love, and Joy 1n thy ſelf, 
35 in Heaven: For all things are to thee thine. own ſpiritual Principle, thine 
E own ſpiritual Sence, ſpringing up and diffuſing itſelf into- all bleſſed Forms of. 
'Glory, Delight, and Immortalicy within thee,. Jeſus Chriſt rcl}s his Spouſe: 
; 1: 


in the Canticles, "That the s a Fountain of Living Waters flowing from L;. | * 
bancn; That the is a Fountain of Gardens; 'Thart all her Plants are Plants. | 
Paradiſe. O bleſled Spirit, who lwelt in the Eternal Spiriz, as thy Principle Þ © 
by which thouart inwardly aCted! "This Principle of thine 18 the Fountain, Þ | 
] 
| 


the ground of Paradiſe within thee, All torms ot things are Paradiſical Pant, 
at once plcaſant to the Eye, good for Food, delirable, ro fill thee with all tht : 
moſt glorious Treaſures of the . Divine Wiſdom. Thy Spiritual 
Principle is the Divine Ground, outof which all theſe Plants of Paradiſe groy 
up within thee, as thine own Plants. Thy ſpiritual Sente and.Savour, is a per. Þ| 
petual Feeding and Feaiting-upon the Fruits of Paradiſe, which theſe Plans 
continually bring terth. 5 £ 
2. The Fleſhiy or Carnal Senſe 1s alſo ilſuſtrated by rhree Circumſtances Þ 
"x. The Principle. 2. TheEffect of that Principle.3.TbeCompanion of thatEfietÞ 
I. 'The Principle of a Carnal Sente is the Fle(b. Ir 1s expreſly called th 
Mind or Senſe of the Fleſh. The Fleſh, the Natural Man, the Earthly Man, 
the Spirit of man, the natural Soul in the Language of the Goſpel, and mol 
of them in this preſent Chapter {1gnihe the ſame Principle of a cernal Sent: 
of Sin, and of Death, Happy 1s he that 1s not here deceived. Every EarthirÞ: 
Heavenly, Humane, Angelical Spirit, or Principle , however enlightenetÞ} 
ſanctihed, heightened by the work of the Spirit , below that Spirit which i} 
imnediately born of the eternal Spuir, which 1s one Spirit with n, and liver} | 
in it, is Fleſh, and this Principle of a fleſhly Mind, or Senſe, or of Death. 
2. The Effe&t of this Fleſhly Principle 1s T'wofold: 1. A Carnal, « 
Fleſhly Senſe. 2. A Fleſhly, or Carnal, Savour .How unpleaſam is:thy Lifef: 
who liveſt in this Principie for the fight of thjne Eyes? The Light of thi 
\Vorld, which alone thou ſeeſt,is Darkneſs, and the ſhadow of Death: Fol! 
the Prince of this World is the Prince of Darkne(. Thou meaſureſt Heaven| 
ly and Spiritual things, by Earthly and Carnal, 
W hen Jeſus Chriſt in the Golpel was reproved by Peter, for the mentio 
of his Sufferings and Death, the Lord replies to Peter , Get thee bebind ml 
Satan; For-thiu ſavoureſt not the things of God, but the things of mar;. "The: 
are "Three things remarkable in theſe words. 1. There is a Humane, arÞ/ 
there is a Divine Senſe of the fame things, and theſe two are contrarÞ 
one to another. 2- [Thoſe things that arc the thingsof man, and dreacfvl 1 
man in an humane Senſe, as Death, are Divine, have a Divine Beauty, an : 
{weetneſs in them, to\a Divine Senſe and.Savour. 3. The Humane ſeni$! 
the Humane Image, and relliſh of things, ſprings trom the Devil, as he is $4 
tan, that is, the Hater, the Enemy to all things Divine, to Love, to Ligh}} 
to 'T'ruth to Immortality, and Bleflednels. : 
3- The Companion of a Carnal Senſe, and Savour, is Death: To be Cat 
nally minded & Death. *Tis Death in all the black Properties and Powers 
Death. 1. That Divine Image of things, which alone isthe'T ruth, is Spirif 
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and Life, both-the Paradiſes, the Heavenly, and the Earthiy, as it is new 
born, and united. unto the Heavenly, le captivated in. a Carnal Mind, or 
Senſe, as ina Prifon or, Grave. 2. ACarnal Senſe 1s that outermoſt Dirknefs, 
which is without the new, and: Heavenly Feruſalem. 3. In a Carnsl Senſe 
are diſorder, contuſion, and defolation, the diffolutions of all the ban: s of 
Peace, Beauty,and Lite, For theſe all conliſt in that order alone, which hath for 
irs band the Unity of the Spirit, 4. A Carnal Senſe hath ever rhe ſting of 
Nearh in it. Fears, Cares,Grie*, Pains, Anguiſhes, Torments never ceaſe here. 
They are the Worm wich never dyes, the Fire, which never goes our, in 


| this region of the ſhadow of Death, a Carnal Mind, or Fleſhly Senfe. 


Naturaliſts tell us,that ſomeCandles may be ſo madegthar all chePerfons ſeen, 
by thoſe lights ſhall appear as Ghoſts one to another, or the whole place ſeem 
full of Snakes, and dreadful Serpents. Such are thoſe lights of a Carnal 
Senſe, by which all things are ſeen of thee, who art in a Carnal, Fleſhly 
Srate. Every thing of Truth, as it appears to thee, 1s an apparition trom be- 
low, bearir?z Paleneſs, Terrour, Death, and Hel] in the face of it. Thou canſt 
no where walk, fit, lie down in peace. All ptaces, all States to thee are full of 
Serpents, hiſſing, ſhooting out their forked {tings,caſting their poyſon at thee. 

Woto you, O ye Inhabitants of the Earth, ye, who dwell in a flcſhly 
ſenſe of things. The Devil 1s ever in the miaſt of you with great rape ; here 
he is known by his name Satan, the Enemy, the Hater. Bur ye, O ye Inhab- 
tants of Heaven who live in a Spiritual Principle, why are you ever found a- 
broad ? Why are not all your walks within in the Spirit, the heaven'y Para- 
diſe, which God hath planted, and ſet you in to dreſsit, and to kcep ir, and 


| to cat of the fruits of it without any exception within your own Spirits ? Be- 


hold ! not a fingle Cherubim, but the whole Army of glorious Angels, wiih 
the Preſence, and Power of the Eternal Spirir, as a flaming Sword turning 


' every way, keeps the entrance into this Paradiſe, not to keep you out, but to- 


defend you in it by ſuffering no evilthing, none of the Powers of Darkneſs, 
of Death,of Wrath,to enter here. While you are without in a Carnal Mind, 

and Worldly Spirit, you are among the holes of the Foxes, the Dens of rhe 
Lyons, and the Mountains of Leopards. All things, with which you converſe,, 
aſcend from below, from the Earth, from the natural Soul, and trom the De- 
vil,as St, Fames teacheth us.All theſe three the Earth, the Natura! Soul, and rhe 
Devil are Links in the ſame chain of Darkneſs immediately faſtned one to 2- 
nother. The light, and breath of your life inthe Spirit of this worjd is the 
ſmoak from the Bottomleſs Pit. Your Beauties, your Joys, your pleaſant 
things are thoſe Locuſts {ent forth from rhence, mentioned in the Revelation, 
with Faces, and Hair like Women, with Crowns upon their Heads, falſe 
Shows of Sweetneſs, Softneſs, Greatneſs, and Glory, but ſtings, invenomed 
ſtings, the ſtings of Death are in their tails, O ! Retire iato your own enclo- 
{ed Gardens, there within your own cncloled Grounds, your owg Souls, (it un 
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&er your own Fig-Tree, your own Vine, which are your own Spiritual Prin. 
ciple, out of which the-univerſal Image of things both Heavenly, and Earth- 
ly ſpringeth up into the perfeCtion of all pure Beautics, and Joys with im- 
mortality. Delight your felves under their ſhadows, where you are ſafe from 
all Evi], and at reſt for ever. I again teſtify unto you, as I have often, and 
alwaies teſtified inall my Sermons, and Diſcourſes, that there 1s no Salvation 
ro the fleſh, or in the fleſh. O rhen:ye, who are yet found walking atter the 
fleſh, give no reſt to your ſelves here. Cry night.and day without ceaſing to 
te Holy Spirit to take you up upon his Wings, and to tranſlate you ſudden- 
ly, a moment, out of this Wilderneſs of fiery Serpents into the promiſed, 
and good Land flowing with Rivers of Milk, and Hony, the Milk of rhe E- 
ternal Word, and the Hony of the Divine Wiſdom, which both are Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Fulneſs, Sweetnels, and Glory of the God-Head. O that theſe 
words, a3 now you read, or hear them, in this very moment, thorow the power 
of the bleſſed Spirir might be as the hands of Angels 121d upon Lof, to haſten 
you out of this Sodom of the fleth, while you linger here, into a place of ſafe- 
ty, the City of the living God inthe ſecret of the Spirit, betore the Lord rain 
down hire fromthe Lord upon all Fleſh. 

The profit, the pleaſure, rhe ſeaſonablenels of this diſcourſe hath carryed me 
farther,8 ſtayed me longer upon it than my method ſeemed to require. Let us 
now return to apply this diſtinEtion of a twotold ſenſe,Carnal,and Spiritual to 
eur preſent purpoſe, which is to ſer forth the Beautiful, and Bleſſed Sta12 of 
a Saints Soul and Body in Death. We have heard that a Spiritual ſenſe is Life, 
and Peace abſolutely, univerſally, eternally, without mixture, confinement or 
change ; thar all things here are inthe purity,and perfeCtion of Divine Life, 
Beauty, and Joy. We have alſo heard, that the Carnal Senſe is Death, as ir 
reigns entirely here, ſoit it is confined hither, ſhut up inthis Pit, and without 
this fleſhly Principle hath no where any place. 

1 ſhall bring this Diſtinftion home to my purpoſe of making Death all over, 
in every part lovely, and pleaſant to a Sarmt, by two Propoſitions. 

1. Propof. This 1s the firſt. A Saint by dying 3s taken entirely in his whole 
Perfon, Soul, and Body out of rhe Carnal, or Fleſhly Principle, out of the 
Fleſhly Senſe, and fo cut/of Death. 

2. Propoſ. A Sainf by dying 15 in his whole Perſon, Soul, and Body ga- 
thered up entirely into Spiritual Principle, and fo into the Immortality of a 
Divine Lite, Peace, and, Delight, 

1. Propoſ. A Saint by dying 1s taken entirely in his whole Perſon, Soul, 
and Body out of the Carnal, or Fleſhly Senſe, and fo out of Death, Cf ſhall 
open, and confirm this Phopoſition to you by two Scriptures. 

1. The firſt Scripture is the 1 Epiſtle of Sr. Peter, 4. 1, Wherefore ſeeing 
Qhriſt hath ſaffered in the Fleſh, let us alſo arm our ſelves with the ſame mind. 
For he that hath ſuttered in the Fleſh, hath ceaſed from Sin. The Holy Ghoſt 

| | clearly 
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clearly relates to the death of the Lord Jeſus, and of a Saint. He ſpeaks of 
the time perfe&tly paſt; he that hath ſuffered in the Fleſh, that is, ' he that 


| by dying hath compleared, and finiſhed his ſufferings in.the fleſh, he hath cea- 
' fd from (in. He thatdyeth m union with Chriſt in the vertue of his death, 
and ina conformity to it, in the firſt moment of death ceaſeth from all the 
| Evils of Sin, the Guilt, the Power, the Pollution, the Puniſhment,and fo from 
Death itſelf, 


See the inſeparable connexion between the Fleſh,Sufferings, Sin,and Death: 


” All theſe continue together,and ceaſe together. O you, that hear or read, un- 
| derſtand theſe things, and lay them to heart ! This Fleſh, which is ſo dear to 
us, which we are fo loath, and unwilling to part with, which we tender as our 
” neareſt, and deareſt ſelf, is our only diviſion from our ſelf, a bed of Snakes, 
' and Enmity. Itisthe root, the ſeat, the food, the fewel, the fruit of Sin, and 
"- ſuffering, and death. "This Fleſhly Principle, and Senſe, this worldly Light, 
| and Image, which we account Life, and the Sweetneſs of Life, in which we 


think all the dear T'reaſures and Joys of Life are comprehended, is no other; 


| than a deep, dark, and miery Dungeon, where we lie in the midſt of the hiſ 


ſings, ſtings, and poyſons of innumerable Toads, and - Serpents. 'This Sin, 


| which ſo eaſily bcſetterh us, and winds itſelf. into our boſoms, is that weight; 


which prefſeth us, and finketh us down, that chain of Darkneſs, which tyeth 


| us down, and faſtneth us here below in the horrible Pir, and Dungeon of this 


Fleſhly Principle, and Senſe, this Fleſhly, this worldly Spirit, and Image. This 


| Death which {cemeth ſo dreadful to us, which we ſo tremble at, and fly from, 


is that deareſt Friend come down from Heaven, from the boſom of God, 
that beautiful hand pur forth from the ſecret of Eternal Life, Love, and 


i Glory, which taketh off this weight, which knocketh off this chain of Dark: 
| neſs, and reſtoreth to us our filver Wings, and golden Feathers, by which in a 
' moment we fly forth from this Cage of unclean Spirits, this Dungeon of the 


Fleſhly Principle, and Senſe never to return into them ariy more. 
O Believers, fear not, fly not from Sufferings ! Be willing to ſacrifice and 


| offer up this Fleſh, as a whole Burnt-Offering in the Flame of Sufferings un- 


to Death. Kiſs Death as a lovely Bride, as thoſe perfumed Flowers, thoſe 
Beds of Spices, the Cheeks of the Heavenly Bride-groom, mentioned in the 


| Canticles: For the Fleſh, the fleſhly Prineiple, and Senſe, the Spirit and 
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” Image of this Fleſh, of this World, together with the Sufterings, Sin, and 
Death, end all at once in the Death of a Saint, in the very firſt moment of 
his Death. | | 


A Holy Divine, when he Was dying, lay upon his Death-Bed, ſinging 
this often over; Now I ſhall ſz no more. We read Iſaiah 59.4. That our Ini- * 
quit ies ſeparate between us and our God,our Sms hide, his face from «s. Death is 


| indeeda ſeparation, but it 1s not the ſeparation of the Soul from the Body.The 
| ſeparation of the Soul or the Body from God, this is Death indeed, this atone 
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:s Death, This world, this worldly, Spirit, and Image is the Curtain, or Vail. 
the Partition wall between us and the Face, or Boſom of our Heavenly Bride-. 
groom our Lord Jeſus. So ſaith St. Paul : Our Goſpel is hid to thoſe, whoſe | 
Eyes.the God of #his world hath blinded, that they ſhould not behold the Light of 
Knowledge of the Glory of God in the Face, or Perſon: of Chrift. The. 
Fleſhly Principle, or Senſe is the unpaſlable gulf between us, and the unfear- 
chable Treaſures of the Divine Nature,of the Bleſſed Perſons in the Divine 
Nature, the Father, the Eternal Word,the Holy Spirit, Sin digs up, and keeps . 
oper this Gulf, fin builds up this Partition wall. Sin draws this Curtain be- Þ 
eween us, and the Divine Beauties, the Divine Bleſſedneſs. O dying Saints, . 
break forth into fingings ! O all ye Saints rejoice, and triumplr at every i 
thought, at every approach of Death ! Abraham ſaw the day of Chriſt, and. 
rejoyced to ſee it,faith our LordJeſus in theGoſpel.The word rejoyce inGreek. | 
is n2cudzen, that whe danced a Galliard, When theV irginMary;withChriſt, Þ 
in her Womb, came to the Mother of Fehr the Baptiſt, the Babe within her | 
ſprung for joy. Thus O Believers ler your hearts'ſpring for joy within you ar 
the approach, and preſence of Death.. So Death coming to you as a beauti- 
ful, and a heavenly. Virgin with Jeſus-Chriſt in its Womb, not after the Fleſh, 
but in the Glary of the Spirit, to be delivered of him immediately into your 
Boſoms, as a Bridegroom that at once 4n-the ſame momenr appears-to you in 
Glory, makes you worthy of himſelf, by being like himſelf, and one Glory Þ 
with himſelf, makes all th'ngsLife, Immortaluy,Sc Glory round about you, Be- 
hold the day of yourDeath both afar off;& near at hand as the day ofChrilt,zs 
a day,which theLordJeſis makes,rifing hamſelf,as the true Sun-upon you, & ſo. 
rurning this Sun into Darkneſs, before the brightneſs of his own appearance, 
enlightning all within you, and, without you with: another Light infinitely 
greater, infinitely ſweeter.” At-the {ight of this day, as Abraham did, fo let 
your hearts ſpring witha pleaſant lightnefs, and-dance Galliards in your By. 
ſom. Now'ſing of Death, and ſay in your ſongs every one of you, as you lie 
upon your Death-beds : I ſhall ſin no more, I ſhall be in Fleſh no more, no 
more for ever in this Fleſhly Principle, and ſenſe, which hath fo long bewit- 
ched me, and held me by their forceries in the Houſe of Whoredoms, and of 
Death. I ſhall be in this world fo loathſome, and fo hatefut to me, I ſhall ſte Þ 
this world, and this Image of things, which hath been fo long fo tempting, | 
and tormenting to me,no more for ever. Farewel for ever all diſtances, all | 
divifions between me, and my Jeſus, my God. Henceforth ſhall I with open þ 
face in' my Soul, and'my Body behold the open, and unvailed Face of God, 
Henceforth ſhall I with my naked Soul, and Body lie for ever in the naked Bo- Þ 
ſom of my Glorifed Saviour,' my King, and Husband, giving him of my Þ 
Loves, drinking in abundantly his Loves, and bringing forth continually by Þ 
him all the Spiritual, and Heavenly fruits of Life, and Immortaluy.. þ 
'Fhe morning is called Roſy-tingred, becauſe the morning Beams, as Roſy Þ 
'/ | fingers Þ 


(451 ] 


fingers ſeem to open the Curtams of the night, and letin day upon us. Death 


is to a Saint of a truth this Roſy fingered morning, which by ſweet beams 
breaking forth from on high, draws aide the Curtains of this night of Fleſh, 


-and lets in upon us the Eternal day, which at once in a moment overſpreads 


our Souls, and Bodies,and fills all things to us with its blefled Light, making 
us, and all things new in the newnels of its own Heavenly, and Immortal 
cAuLies. 

"The ſecond Scripture is, 2 Corin.5.6,8. T berefore we are alwaies confident, 
knowing,that whilſt we are at home in theBody,we are abſent from theLord. We 
are confident I fay _ willing rather to be abſent from the Body, and pre- 
ſent with the Lord. Of what Body ſpeaketh the Apoſtle here ? What Body is 
this, which thus divideth berween the Spiritual Bride, and her Heavenly 
Bridegroom, that a Saint cannot be preſent with bath at once ? If he beat 
home in this Body, he muſt be abſent from Chritt, and a baniſhed Perſon 
from his Boſom. If he will be preſent with Chriſt, and <:1joy him, he muſt 
caſt off this Body, and be abſent from it. 

Is this the true, and proper Body of a Saint ? How can that be ? The true 
Body of a Saint is as much himſelf, as his Soul is himſelf. He can be no 
more _ from his own Body, than he can be abſent from his Soul,or from 
himſelf. 

We read in the ſame Chapter, 1 Cori. 6. Towards the latter end, that the 
Body of a Saint is the Member of Chriſt, and the Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt. When St. Pau! ſpeaketh of a Body, from which we muſt be abſent, 
that we may be preſent with the Lord Jeſus ; ſure he cannot mean this Body, 
which is a Member of Chriſt, which is united to Chriſt, and implanted into 
him. Can I beabſent from Chriſt by being preſent with that Body, which is 


a Member of him, a Member inhim ? Can] be abſent from this Body, which 


3 a Member of Chriſt, while I am preſent with Chriſt? O Believers, be not 
weary of living in the Body, only know your true ſelves, and your own Bo- 
dies ! while you live in theſe, you live in Heaven, and areever with the Lord 
Jeſus. For your Bodies are his Members, and fo the fulneſs of him;who fillerh 
all in all. O Believers fear not to die, you part not with any thing, that is tru» 
ly your ſelves, truly your own. You part not with your Bodies, nor with 
any thing, in which they have any true propriety,” or which hath any dear 
Relation to them. For your Bodies are the Members of Chriſt, Baptized into 
one Body with him by rhat one, and the ſame Spirit, which garhereth up all 
things together unto him, and into one in him. 

Thy Body,'O Believer, is the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt. When the 


| Spirit of God, and of Glory reſts upon this Temple, he never removeth off 


from it any more. When he enters into this Temple of his, he never goeth 
forth, nor leaves it empty. This is his true Temple upon the true Mount 
$10n, the Soul, and-Body of a. Saint, which he hath choſen for a reſting place 
M m m 2 ph for 
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for ever. OSaints have patience, and peace in life. For by being at, home ia 
your Bodies, you are in the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, which he fills with 
his Glory, where every thing utters Glory. O Saints have pleaſure in Death. 
For Death cannot divide/your Bodies from you, nor the Holy Ghoſt from 
your Bodies, which are his Temple. Can you ever be abſent from Chriſt, 


while you are preſent in your own proper Bodies, which are the Temples of 


the Spiritof Chriſt ? Can you by being preſent with the Lord Jeſus be abs 
fent from theſe Bodies of yours, which are the Temple of the Holy Spirit, 
which is the higheſt band of Unity ; the dwelling place of thar-Spirit,whick 


is one with the Lord Jeſus? No certainly, this can never be. Thy Body O: 


Saint is ever, in life, and in death, filled, and overſhadowed by the Holy 


Ghoſt. When it ſeems to fall into the Duſt, and Darkneſs of Death according - 


tothe Carnal ſenſe ; then doth thy Heavenly Dove give tot according to the 
Spiritual ſenſe its own filver Wings, and golden Feathers. | 


What then is this Body, of which St. Paul ſpeaks to the Corinthians, whick 


gives him a triumphant confidence in the face of Neath, while it .is- his grea» 


teſt delire to be abſent from this Body, that he may be preſent with Chriſt ? 


Is ir not that Body of Death againlt which he cryeth ot, Row. 8.4. 0 
avretched Man that 1 am, who ſhall deliver me from this Body of Death ? This 


he cails alſoa little before in the ſame Chapter that fleſh of his, that ſelf, in . 


which there dwels no good. This is the Fleſhly Principle, and Senſe, the, Spir- 
it, and Image of this world, which 1s ſprung up out of the Fall, which lies as 


'- a diſguiſe, and a cloud upon the true Perſon, the Soul and Body of -a Saint. 


What is not this the Body, which: is the partition-wall between theſe two 
Spiritual Lovers, Chriſt, and a Saint, while helives here, which being caſt oft 
in Death, they-find themſelves in the pure, beautiful; and naked Arms of each 
other, What is Death now to a Saint? Is. it not the power of the Divine life, 
and love in a Saint breaking forth, and as it breaks forth,tearing otf,and bur- 
ning up this diſguiſe of Fleſh? Is.it not the power of -a_ Divine Light, and 
Glory breaking, forth, and as.it breaks forth, ſcattering, and blotting out the 


cloud of this Body of| Death: for ever ? How beautifully does the Body of a - 


Believer ſhine forth now in Death, as a naked Member of our glorified Jeſus 
cleanſed from all its duſt, and dehlement; when it i taken up entirely out of 
the fleſhly. Principle,/and Senſe? How beautiful, and glorious a Temple on 


every {ide of 1r-doth the Body of a Believer now appear in Death, when it © 


cometh-entirely out! of its Cloud by being entirely . taken out of the Spiris, 
and Image of this world ? The true Body of a Saint lieth while this life Jaſt- 
eth, as in.a Dungeon, or Grave, It ſtands here like the glorious Tabernacle 
compoſed. of the moſt precious materials, .Silks, Silver, Gold, the choiceft 
Woods; wrought with all the richeſt colours, and the moſt curious Figuresin 
Needle-work, and Carvingsof a Divine Workmanſhip,which ſtood in a vaſt, 
and howling. Wilderneſs, .covered with a Tent of Badgers Skins, O ! now 
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Give me leave here to-drop upon your hearts tour brief exhortations.” / 
' 1.0 thatall Men would love theKing of Saints,the- Lord Jeſus. It is he a- 
lone, who fubdues the King of Terror, that is, Death, and is more, - than a 
conqueror over him, making him the King of delights. He changeth the'Re= 
: gion, and Kingdom of Death,which is the Principality of the Devil, into the 
* Kingdom of God, which is Righteouſneſs, Peace,and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
| 2. Set a value upon the union with the Lord Jeſus by faith. Ask, ſeek, 
* dig for this by day, and by night, in Prayer, in the Word, in the Socicty of 
: the Saints, inevery ordinance, in every creature, that you may believe in the 
Lord Jeſus, and that you may be united to him by believing. Let nothing 
diſcourage you in this purſuit, and expectation. The Lord Jeſus hath given 
himſelf for you, even unto Death; that you may be his .in the ſweeteſt, and 
moſt intimate union. He giveth himſelf ro you in his life of Glory, that he 
may be yours by-an 1mmediate, and entire union. He giveth his. Spirit to 
you, to be the Maker, and the band of this union, to-work faith in you, and 
make you Believers. He-is now with you, now in you in the fulneſs of his 
” merits, righteouſneſs, glory, love, and Spirit. Now this moment open the 
| Eyes of your minds, and behold hin in the midſt of you, open your hearts, 
| and take him in, caſt your ſelyes into his open arms, and heart, cleave to him 
' by believing. Soeven this moment ſhall your Souls, and Bodies botk;- which 
* are naturally the Members of this Harlot, the Fleſh, and the World ; which 
* arenaturally Dens of Thieves, and Devils, become-the Members of the Lord ; 
| Jeſus, and the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt. "Fhe Lord Jeſus ſhall be in your 
* Body itſelf, as in a Member of himſelf, a Fountain of living waters even in - 
Death, and'in_the Grave, making ittherea Paradiſe, a Garden for God, and . 
| for all bleſſed Spirits. The Holy Ghoſt ſhall be, not only m your Souls, bur - 
in your Bodies alſo as in his Holy.'Temple, even in the darkneſs of Death-it- 
- felf, Gilling it with his Glory, and moving over. it with his Doves Wings,the 
Wings of Eternal Love. , 
3. Make it your chief work, and end to grow-in the : knowledge of the 
Lord 
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Lord Jeſus. What care, and pains do, we take to grow in riches? | yet rich; 
profit not in the day of Wrath. : Fo know: bom 1s eternal life. With what 
diligence do we purſue the wiſdam''of this world 2 Yer ſaith Solomon, as dy. 
eth the Fool, fo yeth the: wiſe Man. If thou a gain, and grow1n the know. 
ledge of- the Lord Jeſus, this is a wiſdom, ' whica' will-make thy - Soul, and 
Body both ſhine with a Light of Glory, and Immortality, even im Death ir. 
ſelf. Solomon laith; that when underſtanding enters irito our' Souls, *wiſdon 
will be ſweeter, than hony to our taſt..'O-what new taſt,and relliſhes of new, 
and; unexpreſiible ſweetneſſes-doth the Soul ſtill meet with,which is ſtill grow. 


wg inthe knowledge of our Lord Jeſus ? What a ſweet taſt, and relliſh of | 


:Death beyond all the delights of Life doth the knowledge- of- Jeſus Chrif 
give unto us, repreſenting it as a Feaſt of pleaſant things to our -Bodies alſo, 
as well as to our Souls ? When thou underſtandeſt the fellowſhip, and vertue 
of Chriſts Death in thy Death, thou ſhglt ſee Death in thy-Soul, and in thy 
Body, as the Carkafs of a dead Lyon torn in pieces by that true Sarfon, the 
Lord Jeſus, whither the Father himſelf, and Chriſt, and the Holy Spirit, with 
all the blefled Angels reſort, as Bees to their Hive; laying there their. Hony, 
and their Hony-comb for thee to ear. : 

4. O you, that are Chriſts, love Death, Death is now become but a ſhe 
dow of Death. 'T'rue life witk-all the joys of life, vails itſelf beneath tha 
ſhadow; If you knew. the love of the Father, the Glory of the Lord Jeſus 


rhejoys of rhe Holy Ghoſt in Death; if- you knew what rhe Death of a Saint Þ 
were,how precious,you would ask itcontinually ofGod,that he would haſten it 

in the time thereof. - You would cry out continually, as Siſera's Mother did, 
why: doth hisChariot ſtay ? Deathis not now a ſhadow of Death, but a living, 


delightful, and divine ſhadow caſt from the glorious face of our Lord Jeſus, 
under which our Souls, and Bodies lie together, as in a ſweet, and divine {leep 


in his Boſom, in which ſleep all the joys, and glories of Heaven, and Eternity 
are preſent with us, as a divine Dream, ,out .of which we wake at the Reſur- Þ 
refion, finding all to be true, eternally true, and the ſweet ſhadow,and:dream Þ 
themſelves ſwallowed up into a bright, clear, and full enjoyment. "Thus, ac- Þ 
cording to St. Pauls Languape, doth the very-Body of a Saint, when he dies, Þ 


ſleep in the Lord. 'Thus 1s death to the Soul, and Body of a Saint, as the 


Curtains of Purple round about Splamons Bed,where the Saint lies now inthe Þ 


embraces of the rrue;Sc/omon himſelf, the King of Righteouſneſs, and Kin 


of Peace, orround about rhe Chariot of So/omen, which had within it'a Þ 
Thrane of Gold, and;was paved with. Love. As the Sun. by its influence | 
forms a-precious Mine of - Gold in the.bowels of the Earth, which afterward | 
being taken ,out; and ſeparated from 1ts droſs, becomes pure and incorrupti- Þ 
ble,-and is made.a Crown. for the Head of ,a .grea: King : fo the Lord Jeſus þ 


by his Spirit frames a new, a heavenly Soul,and Body in a Saint, which are ; 
bath his prectous Members, -his'T'emples of Gold, But while this life laſts, they Þ 


are 
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arein this Body of Sin, and Death, is Gold in the Oar. In the moment of - 


Death the Lord Jeſus rakes them bbth out, ſeparates theta entirely from the 


drofs of all carthlinefs, and carnality, makes them pure, and ſhining Diadems 


| in the hand of God. 


2. Propoſ. 'The whole Perſon of a Saint in Soul and Body at the moment 


of Death, is gathered up entirely into a Spiritual Principle, and fo into a 
| Spiritual Sente,and ſo intoa Divine Life, and Peace. This followeth of ne- 
| ceſlity upon the former Propolition, which I have already proved by the 


Scripture. For, if aSaint in Death be gathered upenrirely out of a Czrnal 


: Principle-; he is gathered up entirely into a Spititual Principle. There is now 


no middle between thefe two. 

We read in Scripture of the divided ſtate of a Saint between freedom, and 
bondage, liberty, and captivity ; the War between the Spirit, and the Fleſh, 
while he lives on Earth. Accordingly we meet with exhortations toabide in 
Chriſt, to walk in the Spirit, if we live in the Spirit. Bur, whera Sainrdiee, 
we read of him, and that with a peculiar relation to his Body, that he ſleeps 
m the Lord, that hefleeps in Chriſt. O ſweet, and full expreſſion ! O beautt- 
ful and blefled State! Now is a Saint with his Body, as well as his Soul alone 


in Chriſt, entirely in Chriſt, for ever in Chriſt, in Chriſt riſen from the 


Dead, a quickning Spirit, in the Glory of the Father, with the fulneſs of the 
God-Head,, and all fulneſs dwelling in him. ' Now 1s the Body alſo of a 
Saint at reſt in a ſweet reſt, ina living reſt. For ſachs the reſt of ſleep. 
It is in an immortal, and glorious reſt, in a reſt of Divine Love, and-Joys, 
which,though it bears the Failieude of Death'to Carnal Senfe, yer in truth is 
above all the degrees, and delights of life here. For ſuch is the fleep in Chriſt. 

But I will open this Pro Grin to you more clearly,and fully by that two- 
fold relation, which the Scriptures attribute to the Body of a Believer. 1. Of 


aMember of Chriſt. 2. The Temple of the Holy Ghoſt. Both theſe are 


athrmed by the Holy Apoſtle, and the Blefſed Spirit, with an affured cont- 
dence, as truths known toall, and undeniable by any, 1 Cori. 6. 15. 'Know 
ye not, that your Bodies are the Members f Chriſt ? 19. Know ye not, that your 
Bodies are the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt < 

1. The Body of a Saint isthe Member of Chriſt. This relation of Mem- 
berſhip implyerh three things. 1. Union. 2. Communion. 3.. Proportion, or 
Suitableneſs. 
+ TI, There is an union between the Body of a Believer, and Jeſus Chrift, an 
Union of Memberſhip. But to what Chriſt is the Body of a Believer united ? 
To Chriſt riſen from the Dead, to Chriſt in Glory, So you ſhall read, Rom. 
7. 4. You are dead by the dead Body of Chrift, that you might be Married 
ro another, to him who is riſen from the Dead. Marriage,and Memberſhip are 


; two diſtinct expreſſions of the ſame union between Chriſt and a Saint, which 


tor its dearneſs, nearneſfs, entireneſs, and inſeparablene(s is unexpreſible, in as 
much 
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much asit comprehends the ſweetneſs, -and vertue of all- union's among the 
(Creatures, either Men, or Angels, and tranſcenderh them all.; But you, have 
ceſe. two unions of Memberſhip, and Marriage between the Body of a Saint 
lingly and expreſly, and the Lord Jeſus, joyned together by - St. Pal, who 
tounds that of Memberſhip, upon that of Marriage, 1-Corin. 6.:15. Know 
ye not, that your Bodies are the Members of Chriſt Then he makes good that, 
thus, v. 10, 17. It is ſaid thoſe ts ſhall-be one} Fleſh; But he that is joyned to 
the Lord is one Spirit. The days of Chriſts life on Earth are called the days of 
his Fleſh. 'He hath the name of a Spirit givento him, as he 1s riſen from the 
Dead, as he is m the Heavenly Image, and in Glory. So St, Pay calls him in 
one place the Lord that Spirit, wn another place, the quickning Spirit. St. Pe- 
ter fauh; of him; he was put to Ceath in the Fleſh, and quickned 
in: the Spirit, Thus the Body of a Saint is - married to Chriſt, is a IÞ 
Member.,of Chriſt. By this union it-becomes aSpiritual Body, a Spirit, one 

Sprrit with. Chrilt. | | 4 _ F 

There. is a threefold band of this umion of Memberſhip, the-ſame Spirit, 

the ſame Lite, the ſame Image. —— "LY 
| I. 'The firſt band of | Union in this Memberſhip between the' Body of a 
Believer, and Jeſus Chriſt, is the ſame Spirit, St. Paul faith, 1 Corin. 12. 13, 
IWe all by one Spirit are Baptized into one Body, The Unity of the ever-bleſled 
Sparit 15 the ſure, and ſweet-band which tyeth one to another, the glorious 
Head, and all the bleſſed Members in "the Body of Chriſt. But what ſweet- 
neſs lies in the univerſality of that expreſſion z3 we all are Baptized by one 
Spirit into one Body ? As the Soul of Man 1z all in the whole Body, and all 
in every part of it; ſo 1s that ever-bleſſed Spirit, which is in the whole Hea- 
venly Body, of which the Holy Angels, Glorihed Saints, Chriſt, and the Fa- 
ther are Feliow- members, one and the ſame, whole, and entire in every part 
of this Body of thine, © Believer, which in its loweſt, and moſt broken State 
is a Meniber of Chrift, This union is fo much morecloſe, full, and ſweet be- 
tween the Members, by how much more Spiritual the Body is; by how much 
the more kigh, and divine the Unity 1s in this Body ; by how much the more 
high, and divine the unity of that bleffed Spirit is, in which the Father of 
Lights, the Heavenly Bride-groom,Glorifked Saints,all the Elect Angels dwell 
tog-ther in one, 

2. The ſame Lite lowing from this one Spirit 15 the ſecond band of th's 
Union. We read from St. Paul, Rom. S. 11. If the Spirit of 6:1, 
hich raiſed Chriſt from the Dead, dwell in you, be that raiſed up Chriſt frcm 
ihe Dead, ſnail aljo quicken ycur mortal Bodies by his Spirit dwelling in yu. 
This exprefſion,ſhall quicken, Hgniheth not only an efte&t at a diſtance, at 
the laſt day, bur a preſent cfiect immediately How:ng from the indwelling of 
the Spirit in us. For the union between the Spirit, and our Bodies, by which 
he cwelleth 'n them ailo, as well, as 1n our Souls, 1s & yital union, an union, 
| fron 
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from which Memberſhip ſprings. This expreſſion then, ſhall quicken your 
mortal Bodies,is like that of St. Paul in the ſame Epiſtle ; Sin ſhall not have 
dominion over you, if you be not under the Law, but under-Grace; Shall, 
there expreſlech an effect immediately, and inſeparably flowing from its cauſe, 
a freedom from the dominion of Sin by being under Grace, not under the 
Law. The Spirit of Chriſt finderh our Bodies Natural, and Mortal ; but by 
its enterance into them, and 1nhabitation in them, maketh them, immediately 
Spiritual, and Immortal by their union with Chriſt, and by the pouring forth 
of his Life, and Immortality into them. 

3. The band of union in this Memberſhip is the ſame Image. All the 
Mcmbersof every Body make up one Image, in which each ſeveral Merber 
bears a part. As we have born the Image of the Earthly Man, fo ſhall we al- 
ſo bear the Image of the Heavenly. Sofar, O Sainr, as thy Body 1s a Mem- 
ber of the Heavenly Body” of Chriſt, it bears the ſame Heavenly Image. 
This is the firſt thing in. Memberſhip, the union. 

2. There is in Memberſhip a Communion, We read the 1 Corin. 1 2. 2.4, 
25,.26. God hath tempered the Body together, having given the more abun- 
dant honour to that part, which lacked, that there nd be no Schiſm in 
the Body, but that the Members ſhould have the ſame care one for another, 
and whether one Member ſuffer, all the Members ſuffer with it, or one Mem- 
ber be honoured, all the Members rejoice with it. There is a threefold Com- 
munion in the Body of Chriſt. A Communion of Cares, a Communion of 
Sufferings, a Communion of Joy and Glory. | | 

1. There 1s a Communion of Cares. All the Members have the ſame care 
one for another. As it is in the Natural Body, the Head, the Heart, the Eye, 
the Hand, all are fet on work tor every other part, for the little Toes, as for 
themſelves, to defend, or cheriſh it upon every occaſion : ſo is it in the Body 
' of Chriſt. O Saint ! with what quietneſs, and ſecurity mayeſt thou lye down 
to reſt, and ſleep in the midlt of all wants, enemies, and dangers ? Thy Bo- 
dy itielf isa Fellow-Member in the Body of Chr:{t with all the glorious An- 
gels, and Blefſed Spiritz, with Chriſt the head of all, and the Father the Head 
of Chriſt. All theſe have the ſame care of thy Body for every part, of it in 
every State, as for themſelves. For it is themſelves, a Member, and part of 
themſelves. They all are preſent with it, they encompals it, they miniſter unto 
it all chings ſeaſonab!e for its detence, and comfort. 

2. There is a Communion of ſutterings. Whether one Member ſuffer, all 
the Members ſuffer with it. O Chriſtians ! what a ſweerning is this to the 
bittereſt aMiCtion ? How dorh this take away the ſolitude, the ſadneſs, the 
ſting from Poverty, a Priſon, a Sickneſs, the Grave? You are in the heart of 
all Angels, and Saints of Chriſt, and of the Father to ſuffer,to live, and to 
die together with you. All the Heavenly company, that are by.one Spirit ga- 
thered together into that one glorious Body of Chriſt, Iye down with you in 
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the Duſt, in = Dungeon, on a ſick Bed, in the Grave. How is the Spouſe of 
Chriſt now in its moſt ſolitary, and afflited State indeed, as two Heavenly 
Companies, according to the expreſſion in the Canticles ? 

3- The Fellow-members in the Body of Chriſt have a Communion of 
Joy, and Glory. Whether one Member be honoured, all the Members rejoice 
with it; A Believer is ever glorious, ever bleſſed. St. Peter faith, that when 
we ſuffer for the name of Chriſt, the Spirit of Glory, and of God reſteth 
upon us. Every ſuffering of a Saint, ſo far as he 1s a Saint, isfor Chriſt. Why 
art thou ever melancholy, why is thy Heart heavy within thee, O Believer ? 
Open thine Eyes to ſee them, open thine Heart to take them in. Behold the 
Joys, and Glories of all the bleiled in Heavenare thine, are preſent with thee, 
and ever reſt upon thee. I will conclude this Communion with thar moſt re- 
markable expreſſion : God hath tempered the = together. The word is 
hath mingled the Body together. How full an expreſſion is this? How doth 
this mixture ſweeten all our ſufferings, and make all our Joys far more plea. 
fant ? Thou, OBeliever, with all thy ſhame, and ſufferings art tempeed, and 
mingled together with*all the Saints, and Avgels above, with Chrif,, 
and the Father, with all-their Joys, and Glorics. All the ſame Heavenly Com- 
pany, with all the ſame Joys, and Glories, are tempered, and mingled roge- 
ther with thee, with thy ſhames, and ſufterings here below. Thus are all one 
piece, and that one piece whole, and entire in every-one. Thus is the greater, 
the greateſt comelineſs put upon the molt indigent. "Thus 1s there no Schiſm 
in the Body, As in many Spirits tempered into one Spirit, many Liquors tem- 
pered intoone Liquor, many Spices beaten into the ſmalleſt Powder, mingled 
into one coſtly Ointment, every portion of this Spirit, this Liquor, this Oint- 
- ment hath all rhe-Spirits, all the Liquors, all the Ointments of the whole in 
it: ſo is the Body of Chriſt in'general, and every Member im particular. 

. The proportion, or ſuitableneſs. There is no Schiſm in the Body of 
Chriſt. If this be-pure, precious, living, immortal, heavenly, and glorious; 
then is thy Body alſo,OBeliever, fo far as it is a Member of this Body, pure, 
precious, living,1immortal,heavenly,& glorious. How 7 ER 1mmortal,how 
beautiful,how glorious, how divine a thing is that Body of a Saint, which is a 
Member of Chriſt in Glory ? What Life, what Joys are thoſe of this Body, 
which is in-ſo dear,ſo inſeparable,ſo intimate an Union,and Communion of £ 
ſame Life, Joys,Beauties, and Spirit with all the glorious Angels,blefſed Spirits, 
Chriſt himſelf,the Head ofall,& the Father in Chriſt ? This is the State of the 
Boy of a Saint, as it is a Member of Chriſt. But while a Saint [ives in this 
world, his Body is partly the Member of this Heavenly Husband, the Lord | 
Teſus, and partly the Member of a Harlot, this World, and the Fleſh; in as 
much az.2 Saint here below hath his life, and converſation divided between 
the pure Spirir of Chriſt, and the Whoriſh Spirit of this world, O ſweet, O 
beautiful, O precious, and bleſſed Degth ! By Death is the joy ful, and glorious 

- ſeparation 
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ſeparation made in the Body of a Saint, between the precivus, yd the; vile, 
between the heavenly Bridegroom,theLord Jeſus, and theHelliſhAdulterer,this 
World. Now it ceaſeth for ever tobe inany degree any more the Member of 
the Harlot, to be ina Carnal, or worldly Spirit. Now it's for ever lingly, en- 
rirely gathered up into the Spirit, Body, and Boſom of Jeſus Chriſt. O ! haw 
pure, how ſhining, in what Angelical, in whar Spiritual, in what Divine a 
form, and fulneſs of unexpreſlible reſt, beauty, and delight is the Body of. a 
Saint in the very moment of Death, when, like fine Go!d purged, from its 
droſs, or a Heavenly Sun, thathath caſt up its cloud, it now comes forth out 
of theW horiſhSpirit of theFleſh,and thisWorld,a ſingle, and pureMember in 
the pure, and divine Body of our Lord Jeſus? 'Theſeare the three things con- 
tained in this Memberfhip of the Body of a Believer in Chriſt ; Union, Com- 
munion, and proportion. | 

From this I ſhall raiſe a threefold ſhort exhortation. 

T7. Set a value upon the new Birth, upon the Regeneration. Content not 
your ſelves with being once born. By your firſt Birth you have Souls, and 
Bodies Members of this world. By the Spirit of this world they are Bapt> 
zed into the Body, and Society of Darkneſs, Corruption, Death, Wrath, the 
whole Company of wicked Spirits, and Devils. Give your ſelves no reſt till 
you are born again. By the new Birth, which is from above, you have new 
Souls, and new Bodies, which are Members one of another, Fellow- members 
of Chriſt. Your Souls, and your Bodies both are by that one, Eternal Spirit 
Baptized into one Spiritual, Immortal, and glorious Body withthe Spirits. of 
all juſt men made evangelically perfe&t by the Blood, and Spirit of Chrift ; 
with all the Holy Angels, with Chriſt, and the Father. Preſs into the Fel- 
lowſhip' of this myſtery. Here you ſhall ſee it indeed to be true, that Grace 


. is Glory begun in- your Soals, and Bodies both ; that when you believe, @ 


Spirit of Glory reſts upon your whole Perſon by your Union with: Chfifſt. 

2, Poffefs this Veſſel of your. Bodies in holinefs. For ſo you ſhall poſlefs. it: 
in honour, Poſſeſs ir, converſe with it in a Spiritual Principle. So: you ſhall 
enjoy it, and your ſelves in it, asa Member of Chriſt. You ſhall ſee, feel, en- 
Joy within your ſelves in this Body, the Spirit, the Life, the Immortality, the 
Foy, the Glory of the whole Body of Chriſt, the ſociety of all things Hea- 
venby, Bleſſed and Eternal, to wake, and to ſleep, to walk, and lie down, to 
live, and to dye with you. "This is the true Church-fellowſhip, a Fellowſhip 
in our Souls, and in our Bodies by a Spiritual Principle, and Life: with the 
Church, and Aﬀſembly of the firſt-born, with all things in their firſt born 
State, in one Spiritual, and Heavenly Body in Chriſt. | 

. How amiable, and lovely doth this make death to the Saints? "This is 
the chief end Taim at in my diſcourſe, and the point to which I bring it. With 


« Whar a beautiful, and ſmiling Face' doth Death now look” forth even in the 


Body of a- Saint, in whiclf he hath-been wont genetally to appear -ſo grim to- 
Nansz the 
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the holieſt Perſons ? Thy Body, O Believer, ſo far as thou ſtandeſt ina Spirt. 
tual Principle, is a Fellow-member with rhy Soul in the Body of Chriſt :- It is 
a Jewel, the work of a faithful, and curious workman the moft holy Spirit ; 
as Solomon in the Canticles ſpeaketh of the Spouſe of Chriſt. But here the 
mixture of the fleſhly, and carnal Principle is as Duſt, and Dirt, which cove. 
reth, and ſullyeth this coſtly Jewel. With what a ſweer, pure luſtre of Im+ 
mortality, and of Heavenly Glory doth it ſparkle, and ſhine forth, raviſhing 
thine own, and all ſpiritual Eyes, and Hearts in the moment of Death, when 
the bleſſed hand of Death clean wipes off the duſt; and ftain of the carnal 
Principle, and brings it forth entirely into its Spiritual Principle, that now i> 
ſtands ſingly, as a Spiritual Member in the Spiritual Body of Chriſt ? 

The Lord Jeſus faith ; if thine Eye be (ingle, thine whole Body ſhall be 
light, as when a Candle enlightensa Room. In this like O Saints, / we have 2 
double Eye, and have a doubte fight. The mixture of the Spiritual, and 
Carnal Principle is the double, and divided Eye. O- welcome Death, receive it 
with open embraces. Now is your Eye {ingle. Now. 1s the carnal Principle 
caſt out for ever.Now you look forth with the open,and {tngleEye of the fingle 
Principle of the EternalSpirit. Now is your whole Body,nay,now. is the whole: 
body of things filled to you with aHeavenly light of Immortality,&Glory. This 
fingle Eye pours forth from the Unity of the Spirit, as from the Fountain of- 
blefſed Light thorow your whole Souls, and Bodies, thorow all things round. 
about them a Light of Glory, as when a Candle enlightneth a Room. 

A way of cleanfing Pearls, when t hey have any ffor, or cloud upon them 
is to thruſt them down the throat of a Pigeon into its Crop, where the heat: 
of the Pigeon takes off the ſtain, and makes them perfectly white. This is the- 
myſtery of a Saints Death. The Heavenly Dove, the Holy Spirit in the fame 
moment takes a Saint entirely: in Soul, and Body out of this Life, out of the: 

Carnal Principle into himſelf, into his Boſom of Love,by the Divine heat of. 
that Love takes off every ſpot, or cloud of the fleſh by-conſuming it both in 
the Soul, and in the Body, and makes them both purely white, and ſhining. 

. Pearls in the Heavenly Body of that one great, and only Pearl the Lord Jeſus. . 

| 2. 'The ſecond re)ation, into which the Body of a Believer is taken at the 
new birth,is that of aTemple/to the HolyGhoſt. There are 4 things proper to. 

a Temple. 1. 'The Figure. 2. The Glory. 3. The Communion. 4. The- 
Defence. p 

1. Every thing in the: Tabernacle, and fo in the Temple to the leaſt: 

things, and lowelt ations were divine Types of Spiritual Truths, and Heas: 
venly Excellencies in the [Perſon of the Lord Jeſus. So. it is faid, that all 

things were made, and ordered according to the pattern in the Mount, which 
pattern in the Mount was Chriſt in Glory. O Saints ! This Tabernacle, and, 

Temple were Types firſt of Chriſt, then of you, whoſe Souls, and Bodies. 

both are the true, and living 'T'emples of God. The Body 'of a Saint is a. 

more 
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| more excellent Temple, in as much as Solomons Temple was a ſhadow only 
' of this. Ir is a L'ving, Divine, and Immortal Temple. It 1s therefore in the 
| whole a far more excellent, more rich, more glorious,and delighttul Image of 
| the God-Head in its entire form. It is in every part, and point of it a moſt 
| lively, a moſt beautiful, a moſt pleaſant figure of ſome particular Myſtery, 
| and Glory inthe God-Head. | 
| All theparts of your Badies themſelves,the loweſt, and leaſt,jeven to a hair 
| of your Heads, every thing that befals you in every part of your Body in the 
| meaneſt, and {[ ghteſt circumſtance,is formed exactly by the Divine Wiſdom, 
| and Power,according.to the Divine Will,to anſwer the Pattern in the Mount, 
tobe the holy figure of. an eternal Gloryyin Chriſt, We read ſal. 29. g. E; 
' wery thing in his Temple ſpeaks Glory. Every thing in thy Body, O Believer, 
' fofar as thou -2rt 2 Believer, ſpeaks Glory. For this is his Temple. O live 
| alwaies in the Spirit, that thou maiſt alwates be in thy Body, as in the Temple, 
| that there thou maiſt ſte, underſtand, and enjoy the Glory in every thing ! - 
2, The Temple of God is filled with the Glory of God. There is a. 
| Propheſy in Malachy, concerning the times of the Goſpel, thar he ſhall come - 
into his Temple. You, O Saints are the Temple, which is here Propheſied ot. 
| Jeſus Chriſt, as God in the Glory of the Father, in the. Third. Perſon, the 
Holy Ghoſt, comes into you, into your Bodies alſo, and fills chem with his 
Glory. The fame word in Hebrew f1gnifieth a 'Temple, and a Pallace. The 
' name of a Temple in Greek, ſignifieth an Habitation, or dwelling place. Ir is 
a note of a learned Divine, that the Temple had Tables, and a Throne, and a 
| State init, which was the Golden Mercy Seat called in the Gaſpel,the Throne 
* of Grace, to {ignifie that the Temple of God was his Pallace, as he is the 
| great King. 'The Eternal Spirit is preſent in the Body of a Believer, as in his 
Pallace. He keeps his Court there. There is his Throne, with all the bleſſed. 
Angels, and all the Heavenly Company, waiting round about. it. 

Itis called his reſting-place. Ariſe, faith David to God, thou, and the 
| Ark of thy ſtrength into thy reſting-place. God ſhineth forth in his Temple, 
| filleth it with his Glory within, reſting upon it, and overſhadowing it with, 
| hisGlory withour. In the 50o Pſal. at the _——_— the Plalmiſt ſpeaking of 
«the Temple faith ; God ſhineth from Son, the perfection of Beauty. Whar, 
| a perfeCtion of Beauty then, what a Divine Pallace,, how full of. Glory. 
| within, how encompaſled with a clear, & ſhining Glory round about is that. 
| Body of a Saint, which is the living,eternal Temple of the Holy Ghoſt? In 
what Majeſty doth this Eternal Spirit appear here upon its Throne of. Love ?, 
In the midſt of what Divine Pleaſures, and Delights doth it reſt for ever. 
here. What a Court does it keep here with all its Train of Angels, and hea- . 
 venly Attendants, waiting round abour its Throne,as in another Heaven? O Be- . 
| levers, honor your Bodies. For theſe,ſo far as you ſtand in a Spiritual Principle, 
| are.as another Heaven, the Heaven of Heavens,the Pallace of the great King, 
| which he fills with his Glory,wherc he heeps hisCourt,& fats upon his Throne. 
: 3. The. 


A 
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3. The Saints have communion with God in his Temple. In the Temple 
was the Golden Mercy-Seat. There, faith God, will I commune with thee, 
This was overſpread with Cherubims of Glory, as St. Pan calls them. Theſe 
Cherubims covered this Golden\Mercy-Seat with their Wings, and fo made 
the State, or Glory about the Throne. "This 15 therefore called the ſecrer of 
rhe moſthigh, and the ſhadow of the Almighty, where a Saint is faid to dwell, 
and to lodge. Hear, O ye Saints, what'glorious things are ſpoken of your 
Bodies; be Spiritual, and behold in theſe Temples the Golden Mercy-Seat, 
which is the glorified Perſon of Chriſt,and the Cherubims of Glory covering 
it with their Wings, and God here upon this Golden Mercy-Seat, the glory 
fed Boſom of Chriſt from between the Wings of the Cherubims, ready al. 
waies to' commune with you, yea taking you up upnn this Golden Mercy. 
Seat, within the Wings of the Cherubims, to commune freely with him aral 
ſeaſons in this ſecret of eternal ſafety, reſt, love, joy, and glory. 

This Temple is the Body of a Saint while he liveth below ; but now it 
i3 in too great a degree Covered with a cloud of F leſh,filled with the ſmoak of 
the Spirit of this world, that a Saint too rarely enters into this Temple of 
the holy Ghoſt in his own Body, and more rarely ſceth with any degree of i 
clearneſs the Glory, or heareth the voice of the bleſſed Spirit there. What Þ 
Joy is it to think, in what a purely ſacred, and Divine Temple, in whar a clear, 
and ſhining Pallace of the eternal King, in what open, and unſtained, unvai. i 
led viſions of Divine Glory, in what a ſecret, in what a preſence of gloriow i 
Angels, and Eternal Spirits, in the midſt of what ſweet overſhadowings, dex i 
encompaſſings, naked outſhinings of the Eternal Spirit, in what moſt bleſled, 
moſt raviſhing Communion of Eternal Light, Lite,and Love with this Spirit, 
in whar ſight, and embraces, with what kiffes of incomprehenſible Beauties; in 
the ſound of what words, what ſalutations, what wooings, what expreſſions of 
the higheſt Loves, and Joys from the Eternal Spirit a Saint finds himſelf even 
in his own proper Body im the very moment of his Death,when departing ou 
of thisLite at once he departs for ever our of the Fleſhly Image,and theSpirit of 
this World ? 

4. The Divine Preſence, and Glory was the defence of the 'Temple, Eſa 
4. 5. There is a Propheſy concerning the times of the Goſpel exprefled by Þþ 
hgures taken from the ſtate of things under the Law: And the Lord wil 
create 11pon every «we iling piace of Mount $zo, and upon her Afemblies: i 
Cloud, and ſmoak by day, and the ſhining of a flaming fire by nighr. For 
upon all the Glory ſhal! be a defence, or a covering. When the firſt Temple Þ 
was to be deſtroyed,the Propher Ezekzel ſaw the Glory removing off from it; 
afterwards, when the ſecond "Temple was near its end, a voice was heard init Þ 
ſiying ; Let us be gone from hence, which was underſtood to be the voice of | 
God, and of his holy Angels with all thoſe inviſible companies, and Miniſt- Þ 
ers, which made up\the Glory of the Divine Preſence, as Nobles, Officers, 
and Guards make up\the Court of a King. 
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OSaints! why do you fear for your Bodies hidden Confſpiracies, or open 


| force, diſeaſes, the fury of the Elements, the malice of Men, or Devils? "Theſe 


Bodies of yours are the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt. Here are the Holy Af 
ſemblies of all the Heavenly Company in the unity of. the Spirit, whole _ 
Temples your Bodies are. Of thele it is Propheſied, to theſe it 1s promiſed, 
that God will create upon thema cloud, and a ſmoak by day, the ſhiing of a 
flaming fire by night. Upon theſe the Glory is a defence, or a covering. God 
himſelt with all his holy Ones, his Angels, his Watchmen, his miniſtring 
Spirits 18 this Cloud, this Glory,which is the defence, and covering upon your 


| whole Perſons your Bodies, as well as your Souls : both have together with 


Chriſt a hidden Life, a ſecure Life, in this ſecret of God within this covering 
of this Divine Cloud, Flame, and Glory. From oft theſe /Temples of your 
Bodies this Glory never removes. From within theſe "Temples of Four Badies 
this heavenly Company never departs; for as much as the tion in the Spirit of 
Grace under the Goſpel is Eternal. 

Thus the Bodies alſo of Believers in this Life. are the "Temples of the Ho- . 
ly Ghoſt. All things in them hereare divine Figures of a divine Glory. They 
are filled and covered with the Glory itſelf. They are the ſeats of the freett 
Communion with this Glory, being the 'Temples of the God of Gods, and 
ſ» the Pallaces of the King of Kings. All this 1s true of them here, as they - 
ſtand in a Spiritual Principle, and in union with Chriſt by the new birth. 

Bur this Life is a mixt State. We ſtand partly in a Spiritual, partly in a 

Fleſhly Principle. Theſe Temples of our Bodies are covered with a corrupt 
Fleſh, that we can hardly diſcern their Spiritual Beauties. They are. too fre- 
quently irf too great a part filled with a ſmoak of Hell, the ſmoak of the 
Spirit of this world, that a Believer can rarely enter into this Temple of his 
Body to behold, and converſe with the Glory there. 
* This is the precious, the bleſſed work of Death jn a Believer. It--breaketh 
the union, it maketh a ſeparation not between Chriſt, and a Behever, not be- 
tween the Soul, and Body of a Believer, as they are joyred fogether in 
Chriſt by the band, and unity of the Eternal Spirit, and make one Spiritual | 
Man, or Perſon in Chriſt ; but between the precious, and the vile,between the 
Carnal and Spiritual Principle of a Saint both in Soul and Body. 

Now in the moment of Death the Soul, and Body of a Saint come forth 
immediately, clear, and ſhining Temples of the Spirit ; the ſmoak, and c'o 1ds 
of the Fleſhly Principles, and of this worldly Image being for ever driven a= 
way from within them, and from withour. 

Thus you underſtand St. Pauls ſweet, and blefied ſenſe of Death, when he 
ſpeaketh of . the Body, and faith, 1 Corin. 5. 1.2. That, we ſhall not be found 
naked, but be cloathed upon from above with a building of God Eternal mn the 
Heavens, which ſhall ſwallow up mertality in life. Our Spiritual BoCy, which . 
we have in this life by our new Birth, as we ſtand in our Spiritual Principle is 
this. Divine Building ſprung from a Divine Root, of a Divine Nature, hy Sub- 

ance - 
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ſtare, of a Divine Form, and Workmanſhip. 'This is ever in Heaven, being 
inſeparably united to Chriſt, and being ever in the Spirit. This is Eternal, 
when we die, this caſts off the Cloud of corrupt, and curſed Fleſh. This 
ſprings forth out of its-Spiritual Principle, as out of Heaven, and the Boſom 
of God. 'This reſts upon us, takes us in, cloaths us entirely, unverſally with 
itſelf, Thus we are never found naked not for any one the leilt moment. All 
that life, all thoſe objeQts, entertainments, and joys, which we pollefſed before 
in the Cloud, in the Captivity of a mortal Image, yea the very Image of 
mortality itſelf, belides innumerable new and unconceivable Glorics, are 
all the very ſame things preſent with us in this Heavenly Building ; this Hea- 
venly Body ; but after a new, and more excellent manner. We have our plea- 
fant things a hundred-fold more pleaſavt. We have our unpleaſant things 
with an unmixed, pure, and perfect pleaſantneſs, as they ſtand within in the 
Divine Myſtery, and Love. Thus deſirable, and delightful is death to a Saint, 
which now indeed is no more Death, but the flood, the Fountain of pure 
Light, Eternal Lite, the Divine Love breaking torth in his Soul, and Body, 
and ſwallowing up every thing of Mortality into itſelf. 

Give me leave here to take-occa(ion to ſtir you up to the love, and purſuit 
of Spirituality in 'Religion, |by a ſhort exhortation. 

I. Underſtand your loſs. How many precious, and glorious truths of the 
Goſpel ? What Heavenly, and Divine growths in Grace ? How many ſweet, 
unexpreſiible conſolations, and joys in lite, and i death are we unacquainted 
with, are we uncapable of for want of the Spirit, and Spirituality ? I have 
many things to ſpeak unto you, ſaith our Lord Jeſus ro” his Diſciples before 
his Dcath; but ye cannot bear them now. Why ? Hitherto they knew Chriſt 
after the Fleſh only. The Spirit wasnot come, which was to lead them into 
all truths, and to be their eminent comtorter. I couid nor ſpeak unto you, as 
to Spiritual, but as to Carnal, ſaith St. Paul to the Cirinthrans, who yet were 
puffed up with a conceit of their knowledge. 

2. Conſider the danger from the want of Spirituality. St, Paul faith in 
one place, that what the Law ſpeaketh, it ſpeaketh to thoſe that are under the 
Law. "The Law in Scripture 1s called the Letter, which 1s the Figure, and 
Image only: The Goſpel the Spirit, which is the Life, and "Truth. "This then 
is the dreadful curſe, which the Law pronounceth upon thoſe, who live, and 
worſhip God in the oldneſs of che Letter ; not i the newneſs of the Spirit : 
that their Eyes, their Ears, their Hearts ſhall be cloſed, made far, and hard- 
ned, that ſeeing ihey ſhall nor ſee, hearing they ſhall not underſtand, that 
they ſhall be raughrline upon line, precept upon precept, here a little, and 
there a little, that they may fall backward, and periih, and never riſe more ; 
becauſe, when Chriſt was preſented ro them in ihe Spirit of Life, and Glory 
ro be their reſt, and refreſhing tor ever, they would not obey the heavenly 
Call. O dreadful danger ! O deadly curſe! Hear this O Profflors ; O Belie- 


vers, 
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vers, who are Carnal, and not Spiritual ! 'Tremble and fear to be eternally 
impriſoned in the dark Image, and killing Letter, being for ever excluded 
from the marvellous light of God,from the Eternal Life, and from the moſt 
| glorioustruth iſelfof all Heavenly, and Divine Thirgs, to wander perpetual- 
ly in a barren Wilderneſs of Graves, and of fiery Serpents, never to enter in« 
to the reſt of God, nor the refreihing of the Eternal Spirit. O Silly Men, 
and filly Women, that are ever learning, ever hearing Sermons, ever praying, 
ever reading the Scriptures, ever ſounding forth the name of Chriſt, and Gog; 
yet ar the end of one, ten, or twenty years, ſtill laden with the ſame diverſj- 
ty of Luſts, and Paſſions, ſtill moving forward, and. backward upon the fame 
Carnal, and literal ſenſe of taings, never coming to the knowledge of the 

Truth, as the Truth is in Jeſus, as the Spirit is Truth ! 
. See the advantages of Spirituality, as they are laid together, 2 Coriw. 

3. At the latter end. br... | 

1. Liberty, Where the Spirit of the Lord s, there is Liberty ; a pure free- 
dom trom the ſervitude of helliſh Luſts, and paſſions ; a pleafant freedom from 
fears, cares, conhnements ; from the Law, Death, and Wrath ; a Divine Free- 
dom from the vale of the Fleſh, the Law, the Letter of things, from every 
Earthly, Created, Darkning, Dividing Principle, Life, and Image; the liber- 
ty of a free acceſs into the purity, power, reſt, joys, glories, immortality, infi- 
niteneſ3 of the Spirit, and of the Divine Nature. | 

2. A clear diſcovery, evidence, and ſeal of the new Birth in you. Ie 
with open Face behold the Glory of the Lord. The open face there ( as ap- 
pears clearly by the context of the words ) 1s the Spiritual, and Heavenly 
Man within us unvyailed, appearing evidently with the Seal of his own Sp.r1- 
tual Beauties, and Glorics upon it, m'the openneſs, and freedom of a Spiri- 
tual, and Divine Light. Where are doubts, where are fears now concerni 
our condition? they are fled away, and vaniſh, as the ſhadows of the night 
before the Sun rifing, and ſhining forth with open face. 

2. A clear vition of the Lord Jeſus in Glory within thy ſelf. Je all with 
cpen face, as in a glaſs, beholding the Glory of the Lord, ſaith St. Paul. It is 
in Greek beholding, as in a Looking-glafs, where the Face, that is ſeen, is the 
Faceof him who ſees, reflected upon itſelf. O bleſſed State of a Spiritual 
Saint ! The Spiritual Man in him 1s a Divine, and lhving Looking-glaſs, in 


'- which, while he beholds the face of the Lord Jeſus in Glory, he ſees his own 


Face, and the glorious form of his own Heavenly Perſon refleted upon itlelf, 
The Perſon which {ces,the Heavenly Perſon which 1s ſeen, and the Glaſs, are 
all one Spirit. Ail theſe dwell together, ſee, potleſs, and enjoy one another in 
the ſme Life, and Image. 

4. Spirituality brings a lively, and lovely growth in all Grace. We are 
changed, ſaith St. Pau}, into the likeneſs of the ſame Image from Glory to 
Glory. Theſe words import three — in the growth of a Spiri- 
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tual Perſon. 1. Tt is continualy. which iis implied-inthat expreſſhon from Gl, 
to Glory. One degree of growth. immediately follows another... The Kingdom Þ 
of Heaven; which is the State of Spirituality,and in the Holy Ghoft, is compa. Þ 
red to Corn, which grows by day, and, by night,in Winter, and in Suramer. q 
It is growing every moment, till it be-ripe for. the Harveſt. 2, Spirituality : 
groveth by great increaſes. Here the name of Glory 1s, put, upon, the. growths ſÞ 
of Grace in a Spiritual State from Glory to Glory, ..In another; place St. Pay! Þ 
expreſleth it by rhe increaſes of God, :that is, .ſwifr,-great, glorious, divine. in. Þ 
creaſes, a3 by the immediate ſpringings of the Gadhead, and bearing the like. Þ 


neſs of God in:Glory. 3, Spirituality-makes the Glorified Perſon,at Chriſt the : 


Pattern, the Meaſure, 'the, Mark, and End. of 3ts growth.. - So-ſaith. St, Pas, Þ 
Behol ding the'Glory of the Lord; 2ve are changed anto;'the likenefs of, the ſam: þ 
Image. A Spiritual Perſon hath the Lord Jeſus cloathed with a, Spiritual Glo- Þ 


-ry ever in his eye ; is continually taking:him into his Heart,continually bring- ? 


ing him forth into his whole Perſon and;Life, with'an increaſing clearneG.and 
fulneſs. As the Object is to the Faculty, and:to the Soul; fo is. Jeſus, Chriſt to Þ 
'a Spiritual Perfon, his Pattern, his Object, his Food, his Feaſt, which ſpread Þ 
1WHelf quite thorow his Perſon-and: Lite, which all throughout turns into Lite, Þ 
Strength, Beauty, Cheertulneſs, and Joy: to. him. -, . I 1553; 4 

5. A ſpiritual perſon in a ſweet and ſealing manner. ſees the, Spirit himſeli Þ 
preſenting the Lord Jefus to him within himſelf in-a ſpiritual Glory ; feels the Þ 
Spirit himfelt ſpringing up immediately within him in all ſights of Chriſt, nÞ 


all his changes, and growths into Chriſt, He ſees, and feels this Spirit'to be Jef 

- fus Chriſt himſelf. He-ſees and feels this-Spirir, and this: Jeſus to be: in,, himſelf, Þ 

--and one Spirit with himſelf. So the verſe forementioned runs ; We all with 

" open face, beholding, as ina Looking-glaſs, the Glory of the Lord, are changed i 

:r9 the likeneſs of K ſame Image, from Glory to Glory, as by the Spirit of th: 
Lord; or, according. tothe Greek, by the Lord that Sprit. 


"Theſe are the ſweet and bleſſed Advantages of a Spiritual State. I will adi 
ſome few and ſhort Dire&tons to this State. 

1. Lookto the New Birth in You. See that you be born again, that you 
be born from above, that: you be born of the Spirit ; that this which is bon 
in you, be Spirit, Jeſus Chriſt ſaith,' That which is born of the Spirit, # Spirit. 
This only is the New Birth. Newneſs 1s only in the Eternal Spring,the Spirit. 
' 2. Take care of your Union with Chriſt, that it be a Spiritual Union; tha 
you be-united to Chriſt, as he is riſen from the Dead, and in Glory, as. he is2Þ 
Spirit, the King and Bridegroom of Spirits; that you be united to Chriſt nÞ 
the Spiritual Man ; that your Union be a Spiritual. Marriage ; that you be 
one Geir in the Unity of the Eternal Spirit, which is Love. , ,- . | 
1 "2. Pray forrhe!Spirit, for a Spiritual Underftanding,for the Knowledge of 


- things in the Spirit, as they are Spirit and:Life, and ſo alone 'T ruth. . Suck F 
 .the Spirit by day, and by night, from the lips of Chriſt, from the kiſles «i 


his mouth. 4. DF 
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4. Die to every thing of the Fleſh,” that you may live in the Spirit. Bear 
about in. your Bodies the-dying of: the Eord1Jefus, that the Lite alſo of the 
Lord Jeſus, atcotding 'to the Spirit, may beqmaniteſted,in your mortal Bodies, 
A;.the young Phcetix'1s faid-ro ſpring! new-and'frelh out of the, Aſhes of the 
Old One; i dt the Spirit 'm the newnefs of an. Heavenly and-/Immortal 
Glory ſpring our of the Grave of Chriſt>/l1 7 1 194 3.19) 

5. Live purely, live'in'Eoye. 'F hefe two, Purity and Love, are the Princi- 
pal fruits of theSpirit,by wit'&h the Spirit himſelf is drawn down, and held in 
our Hearts, beifig' ted, and delighted with them. Every kind and degree of 
impurity and enmity quencheth the Spirit and maketh him to withdraw him- 
ſelt into Heaven again. The Scripture faith,The Fleſh Inſteth againſt the Spirit, 
to bring forth irs own Beauties, Delights and-Fruits all over the Spirit: of Man 
in the- place of the Erernal Spirit. | The Scripture. faith alſo, That the. Fleſh 
envyeth againſt the Spirit : 'The Fleſh hath an envy, and an envjaus malice to 
ſee the Spirit with its Eternal Glories, Joys and Fruits to flouriſh in; the Soul. 

6. Laſtly ; "Take heed'of thinking that you know enough. He that thinks 
he knows any thing, knows nothing as he ought to know. it, ſaith: St. Paul., He 
that thinks he knows any thing; knows things only after:;the Letter,, which is 
a knowledge of fhadows'only, and a ſhadow of knowledge, This is that kgow- 
ledge, which pufterh up, which ſwelsa'man with a windy conceit of know- 
ledge. But that knowledge which is from the Spirit, as its Fountain, and in 
the Spirit, as its air, and etement, and of the Spirit, as its only. obj, this 
makes 2 man atthe higheſt degree of his knowledge on Earth to be ſenkible, 
that all his knowledge. is, bur as the light of the night, | a light ſhining .in a 
dark place, not the day-ſtar, and the Sun itſelf riſen. upon! him. 'This man 


' thinks himſelf at beſt,as a door-keeper only, 'or ( as the Hebrew word lignih- 


eth,) one ſtanding at the threſhold. of the Houſe of God; who looketh in at a 
diſtance, and hath only a weak glimmering . proſpe& of the G!ories: there, 
but is not yet entered into the'Light' of thoſe Gloriesto behold them, as they 


are, to know them, as he ought'to know- them, . and is to know them. He 
. therefore, asa new born Babe from the Womb of the- Spirit, . keeps his Eye 


ever fixed with worider, and pleafire upon the light of the Spirir, and: ever 
thirſts ro drink in more, and more the ſweet milk of this Light. _ ,- 

The Subjet of our diſcourſe hath been the pafſlage of a Saint by Death, 
not only in his Soul, but in his Body alſo, into a State of purity, pleaſure, 
perfection, and immortality. One of the objections: againſt this - was! taken 
from common ſenſe, to' which'Death prefents the Bodies of. the halieſt Perſons 
liveleG, ghaſtly, diffolving to duſt:. We have anſwered this objxRiqn by a 
diſtin&tion berween a twofold fenſe, Carnal, and Spiritual. Bur this. objection 
was enforced from the Body of Chriſt; which was a rueful, and bloody ſpeca- 
cle in Death, which lay three days in the ſilence, darkneſs, and reſtraint of the 
Grave. It is neceſlary therefore to fay ſomething, particularly to-the/ State of 
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Chriſts Body in Death, by the application of this diſtin&tion to that ale, Þ 

] ſhall ground this diſcourſe upon that Scripture, Luke 12. 50. They are 
the words of Chriſt : I havea Baptiſm to be Baptized with, and how am] Þ 
ſtreightned till it be over. This Baptiſm is generally, and as I humbly con. þÞ 
ceive, rightly, interpreted to be the ſufferings of Chriſt at his Death, The Þ 
Paptiſm of Chriſt, and the accompliſhment of that Baptiſm were both at the Þ 


preſiible ſtreightning, or affliftion, and oppreſſion to the Soul of Chriſt. He 


cr:es our, how am I ſtreightned ? 


The words thus opened, afford this obſervation : The Lord Jeſus had his Þ 
greateſt trouble, and his greateſt Triumph at the time of his Death. Then Þ 
was this bloody Baptiſm; and then was the blefſed accompliſhment of this Þ 
Baptiſm. I ſhall open this in ſeven Propolitions, whereof 5 ſet forth the trou- Þ 


ble, the other two the Triumph of Chriſt at his Death. 


time of his Death. The ſenſe of this Baptiſm before it came, was an unex- 


1. Propoſ. It was rhe moſt glorious, and eternal Perſon. of God himſelf : 


in two Natures, Divine, and Humane, which was our Jeſus. 


2.Propol.God in his own Perſon, as the Divine Nature lived in our Nature þ 
hereon Earth, ſtood at oneein a twofold Principle, one Natural, and 'Tempo- | 


rary; the other Supernatural,and Eternal. 


3- Propol. As this Eternal Perſon our Jeſus with his God-Head in the Hu- Þ 


mane Nature, ſtood in a Natural, and Temporary Principle, he flood under 


the curſe, receiving, and feeling all the ſtings, and bitterneſs of the curſe to | 


the utmoſt extremity. 


4 Propoſ. This our Jeſus, as he at the ſame time with his Divine Ns | 


ture in his Humanity, ſtood in a Supernatural, and Eternal Principle, he in 
his Human'ty comprehended his Humamty itſelf, in its natural Principle, to- 


gether with the natural Principle itſelf, the Curſe,all the ſtings, and bitternek | 
ot the Curſe, in a light off Divine Glory, in a life of Divine Love, as ſo ma- | 


Dy varieties of pure Love, Joy, and Glory with Immortality. 


5. Propoſ, The Curſe with the ſtings, and ſenſe of it upon the m_ 


and Temporary Principleas alſo the conflict between the Natural,and Ten: 


porary, the Supernatural;;and Eternal Principle in the Lord Jeſus through 
his whole Perſon, as it lived in a Humane Soul, and Body, were higheſt ar his Þ 


Death. 


his Death. In the other two followeth his Triumph. 
6. Propoſ. This Eternal Perſon our Jeſus with his God-Head in his whole 
Ry borh Soul, and Body, in the moment of Death by dying, went 


entirely forth from the Natural, or Temporary Principle, and ſo from under : 


the Curle. 


7.- Propoſ; This fame Jeſus in his whole Perſon with his whole Soul, and Þ 


Theſe are the five Propofitions, which ſet forth the trouble of Chriſt at 


PE 


F 


3 


Body, in the moment of Death by dying went forth entirely into the fimpli- 1 


city, 4 


, <n- 
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city, and ſinglenefs of his Supernatural, the Eternal Pr=xciple, and fo into a 
State of pure Erernity, unmuxt Joy, and Glory. 

I ſhall briefly open theſe Propcfitions in their order. 

7. Propoſ. It was the moſt glorious, and eternal Perſon 8f God himſelf in 
two Natures, Divine, and Humane, which was our Jeſus, John 1. 14, The 


| TWWord was made Fleſh, The ſecond Perſon in the Trinity, trom which the 0- 
ther two Perſons, the Father and the Spirit are inſeparable ; the eternal, and 
eſſential Son of God, which hath the fulneſ(3 of the God-Head in himſelf, in 
* its moſt expreſs Image, and greateſt Glory, he.in bis own Perſon, in thisEter- 


nal Perſon, and Sonſhip, was made Fleſh, This Eternal Perfon, this Eflential 


” Son of God was that Fleſh. This Fleſh was that Perſon,that Son, which had 


the Father, and the Spirit inſeparably with himſelf, and was effentially one 
with them, 

O Chriſtiane, ſtudy this union of rhe two Natures Divine, and Humane in 
one only Divine, Unchangeable,and Erernal Perſon, which is the moſt glorious, 
and Ever-blefled God, This is the deep and rich ground of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, out of which, as the true ground of the Heavenly Paradiſe, the God- 


| Headiutſelf makes to ſpring all the precious myſteries of the Goſpel, all E- 


vangelical Truths, Graces, and Joys intheir moſt Spiritual Beauty, Sweet- 
neſs, and Life. Underſtand this : Pray for the underitanding of this,for a fight, 
ſenſe, and feeling of it within your own Spirits, that it 15 God, God himſelf 
in his own only Divine, unchangeable, undivided Perſon, in your own Form, 
in your own Nature, in your own Perſons, and Spirits, which is your Jeſs, 
your Saviour, Redeemer, Husband, and King, your Ranſom, Atonement, 
and Righteouſneſs, your Beauty, your Life, your Joy, your Roor, Branch, 
Flower, and Fruit. This union between the Divine, and Humane Nature in 
one Perſon in our Lord Jeſus, is the Original, and Reaſon of the union be- 
tween you, and this Jeſus, which is God in Perſon, to which Perſon, thorow 
this union, you alſo are immediately, eternally united in one Spirit, in one 
myſtical Perſon, which is Chriſt, as St. Paul fpeaketh, as there is one Body, 
and many Members, fo is Chriſt; 

A Spiritual knowledge of this union of two Natures in one Perſon, and 
that God himſelf is this Perſon, will ſweeten all ſufferings of life to you, and 
perfume the Grave. Open the Eyes of your Spirits, and behold with joy, 
and wonder the going, of your God, and King in the Sanctuary of this 
Earthly Body. It was the ever-glorious, and immutable Perfon of God in the 
moſt high, and holy Trinity, which made itſelf Flcſh in the Womb of the 
Virgin, which was that Fleſh, which in that Fleſh eat, drank, ſlept, talked, 
and walked upon the Face of this Earth, which paſſed under all the clouds, 
thorow all the ſtorms of life here, which hung upon the Crofs, dyed, and lay 
down in the Grave. O with what a Divine, and delighttal Glory hath this 
Divine preſence, and Perſon filled, and cloathed this Fleſh, this Earth, all rhe 
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natural ations, and paſſions of this Fleſh, *6n thisEarth, Clouds, Storms, the 
Croſs, Death, and the Grave to the Spiritual Eyesof Believers ? What living 
Ptancs of Paradiſe; how beautiful, how laden with moſt pleaſant, and .Im- 
mortal! Fruits are all theſe ſpringing up outof this Root, this Divine, and E- 
ternal Perſon ? Whar Jeweis are they of incomprehenlible virtue ; ſweetneſs, 
and luſtre. hanging upon this Perſon ?. 
See your ſelves) all ye Saints, even the loweſt, and the leaſt, conformed 
to this Image. It is the immortal Seed, and Son of God in you, -it is. your 
Jeſus, the maſt gloriausPerſon of God himlelt in this-Seed in you, which is 
made partaker of Fiſh, and Blood, which walks on, Earth, and as all the 
parts of the natural Lite here,which paſleth thorow all the Clouds,and Storms 
of life, which ſuffers,dies,and lies in the Grave.TheSpoute ſaith of Chriſt, tie is 
bundle of Myrrh ; he ſhall lye all night between my Breafts. Thus the | Hy- 
mane Nature of Chriſt faith to the Divine Nature. ' Thus the Earthly. Nature 
faith to the Heavenly Nature, to the Divine Seed, to-:the. Lord Jeſus, to the 
Divine Nature in the Lord Jefus : thou art my bundle of Myrrh, thou lieft þ 
all the night of this life, and death between my naked Breaſts. What cor- þ 
ruption can I fee 1n the Grave itſelf? Wher Divine Sweetneſs breaths forth it. Þ 
ſelf in all States ? What Divine Treafuresof Life, and Immortality fill, and Þ 
overflow all ; while we this lye moſt intimately united, entirely. wrapt. ,up.in þ 
each other, in the moſt ſweet, and glorious Unity of oneDivine, .and: Eternal Þ 
Spirit, one Myſtical, Divine, and Erernal Perſon ? 
2. Propol. God-in his own Perſon, as the Divine Nature lived in our Na- 
ture here on-Earth, ſtood-ar once in 4 twofold Principle ; the..one Natural, Þ 
and Temporary ; the other Spiritual,,and Eternal, 
The Lord Jeſus was truly, and really a' man in every point like.unto us,fin þ 
only excepted, as the Scripture ſpeaketh in rhe Epiſtle to: the Hebrews.. Thu 
hedid bear iq himſeli rhe Earthly, and Natural-Image,, he ſtood in an earthly, 
and natural Principle. He came forth from the Father into. the. World. %# 
'was he made a Scrvant, and made under the Law. : 
Bur the Lord cus was'in Perſon the Eternal Son of God. In this Perſon a 
| Jone did the Hnraane Nature of Chrilt, with ts Natural Principle, and Fleſhly Þ 
Form in this world ſub{iſt. 'The ſecond Perſon in the "Trinity was the Glori. ; 


ous, and Invitble Roor, which, through the Divine Nature ſent forth, ſuſtai:Þ 


ned, lived, and appeared wm the ſpotleſs F leſh of the - Lord. Jeſus. 'Thus theÞ 
Manhood of Chrilt in its Earthly State ſtood in a natural Principle, accorf 

ding to its proper. eſſence, and created Form ; but in a Supernatural, and Eter 
nal Principle according to its Perſonal ſubfiſtence in tne Eternal Word. | 
How. patient ſhould we be of Life ; nay with what delight, and wondef 
ſhould we paſs the time of our Pilgrimage here, if with-a. Spiritual Eye we 
beheld the Lord Jeſus in Fleth, and ſaw vwur life in fleſh a contormity to his? 
V hat a Divine Spectacle, what a myſtery of Divinity, how full of Sweet 
Te nels, 
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nebs, Beauty, arid | lory doth the Life of Chriſt in F leſh'apprar;- when it is * 
rightly ſeen ? The Natural Spifit of this world with its natural Image in its 
full compaſs ſtood in the midſt of the Tights, Immortalities, Glories of that 
Divine Perſon which is the Briphtnefs'of Glory,the Sea of all Sweernefles, and 
oves,Eternity;itſelf,God himfelf. This was theErernalPrinciple,which brought 
it forth from itſelf, which bears it up in its'own Boſory, which ads it, fills it, 
comprehends It,as itſelf,one Perſon with nfelf, itſelf Perſonally 'in a Divine, 
and Myſterious Figure, in the midſt of all its D'vine, and Subſtantial Glories. 
3- Propoſ. As this Erernal Perſon ottr Jeſus with his God-Head in the 
Humane Nature, ſtood in'a Natural, and Temporary Principle, he ſtood un- 
der the Cure, receiving, and feeling alt the- ſtings,and bitterneſs of 'the Curſe 
o the utmoſt extremity. 'The Scriprure ſaith he was made a+ Curfe for us. 
Although together with the Natural 'Prindtple, 'he took not the Corruption, 
yer he took the Curſe. You that read, or hear this, prepare yourſelves to re- 
ceivea Relation of Divine Love, which will at' once break your hearts, and 
make,them whole again : That God, who is Blefſedneſs it{elf, the pureſt 
Light of Life; Joy, and Glofy in Perſon, cloaths himſelf with Fleſh, even 
with, the Fleſhly Spirit, and Principle, rhathe may mike himſelf a Curſe for 
your ſakes,in your ſtead.” Thus he receives immediately into his ownPerſon,in- 


to his ownBreaſt,andHeart,all the'ſtings of theCurſe,of Separation,of Loſs, of 


Shame,of Pain,of Guilr,of Grief,of Horrour, Amazement, Death. All theſe ſtings. 
he receives into himſelf, as they are dipr all over in the moſt unmixt,” and hier- 


ceſt Poiſon'of the Divine Wrath. ' Alt thefe ſtings he "Felt at once,” enveno- 


med with. Wrath in the tendereſt, and molt ſenfible*manner, with the 


quickeſt, and ſharpeſt ſenſe. 'Never was,neyer can there be ſuch a ſting, ſuch a 


ſenſe of any ſting in the Spirit of Man, 'or Devil, or ahy Creature. Do we 


heavall this, and that all this was from love to us, and'are we not by a ſym- 


pathy of love wounded with a ſenſe of thoſe ſtings, ' which thus ſtuck in our 
Saviours Heart ? Do we not feel our hearts wounded with a ſenſe"of *thoſe 
Sins of ours, which fixed thoſe ſtings there ? -But doth not this ſenſe” alſo fall 
like drops of precious Balſom upon our Hearts to heal thoſe wounds immedi- 
ately, or to turn them into Fountains of Love, and Joy, when we hear, that 
it was Love, and infinite Love in the Heart of God himſelf, which taok theſe 
ſings out of our low, and wretched Perſons, to fix them in that moſt High, 
and Glorious Perſon, which is Eternal Love, and Life ſelf? He was made 
Sin for us, that 15, a Sacrifice for Sin in a flame of Wrath in our ſtead, thar 
we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him, to aſcend in'the Boſom 
of his glorified Perſon in a pure flame of Love, Delight,and Glory above all 
Heavens. 

4. Propoſ: This our Jeſus, as he at the ſame time with his Divins Nature 
in his Humanity, ſtood in a ſupernatural, and eternal Principle, he in his 
Humanity comprehended his Humapity itſelf in its natural” Principle, toge- 
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ther with the natural Principle irſelf, the Curſe, all the ſtings, and bitterneſs 
of the Curſe'in a Lightof Divine Glory, in a Life of Divine Love, as fo 
many varieties of pure Love, Joy, and Glory with immortality. Oar Jeſus, 
at the fame time in his natural Principle, and in his Fieſh was encompaſled 
with a blackneſs of darkneſs, and was filled with the bitterneſs of the Curſe ; 
at the ſame time un his ſupernatural Principle , the Eternal Spirit, even in 
the natural Principle in the Fleſh,in the midſt of the darknetles, & butterneſles 
he ſaw them all, he converſed with them, he taſted them, teaſted upon them, 
enj»yed them, and himſelf in them, as the Light, and Sweetneſs of Heavenly 
Love, as Roſes, and Lillies, the Hony, and the Hony-comb in the Paradiſe of 
Go?7,as the delicacies of Eternity, and a banquet of Wine in the Kingdom 
of God. For he received, he ſaw, he relliſhed them in the will! of his Fa- 
ther, and the will of his Father in them. Thus he ſpeaketh of them, when 
he cometh firſt- into the World, 1 cometo do thy Will, O God. All things, 
which he met with in the \World, and in Fleſh were to him the pure, and en- 
tire Wijlof God alone prefenting utelf in ſomany various Forms, where the 
Subſtance, and the Forms both were the ſame Will, like a Feaſt in ſeveral 
Diſhes, where the Meat, and the Diſhestoo are alike delicate food. So Chriſt 
himſelf expreſſed ir, John 4. It is my Meat, and Drink (a Divine Mear, and 
a Divine Drink ) to do the Will of my Father, All the ſufferings, and paſſi- 
ons of Chriſt, were an aCtive accompiifhment ; an aCtive enterta.»ment 
of the Will of the Father, of that Will, of that fupream Will, which is 
the pu: e Fourtan, Meaſure, Eflence, perfeCtion of all Good, Lovelineſs, 
Love, Sweetneſs, and Joy. | | | 
The ſufferings of our Lord Jeſus appeared to him in a Spiritual Light, 

Heavenly Beauries cloathing his Perſon, making it ſo much the more lovely 
in the Eye of his Father the trueſt Judge of lovelinefs, and Beauty. My Fa- | 

ther lowes me, ſaith Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe I lay down my Life for my Sheep. 
How ſweet, and dear a ſenſe hath the Lord Jeſus of the Curſe, and of D-ath, 
when he had this ſenſe of them, that they made him lovely to his Father, at- 
. tracted his Fathers Heart to him, and made him more in love with him. | 
The blackeſt Cloud, that reſteth upon Chriſt, diſcovered itſelf ro his Spiri- þ 
tual Eye to be intruth a Glory ſurrounding him. All the griefs of his Heart Þ 
appeared to be Jewels of Glory, and Immortality hanging in his Boſom. For, Þ 
ſfaich Chriſt, when he was now to ſuffer ; now is the S2n of Man Glorifed ; Þ 
andagain, he ith, the Father is Glortfied in the Son. O ! how d flerent is th: 
truth of things in the Spirit from the -outward appearance in the Fleſh? Þ 
When Jeſus Chriſt was ſpit upon, Scourged, Crucihed, as this World gives, | 
forms, and names of things, then 1n the ſenſe, and language of Heaven. of þ 
Eternity, cf the Eternal, and Spiritual Principle in himſelf, he was glorihed; Þ 
a!l thcſs were as fo many freſh Lights of Glory, uw which his Perſon ſhines Þ 
forci to itſelf; and ro the Father, in which the Fathers Perſon ſhines forth in Þ 
hisPcrſon,as ins newHeaven With new,and increaſir Beauties. O you, þ 
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© you, that are Followers of Chriſt, what a myſtery of Spiritual Joy, and 
Heavenly Glory is there in the life of a Saint,if this be'to'be a Saint, to walk 
on Earth, as Chrift walked, that is,in a Spiritual Principle,in the midſt of the 
Natural Principle,and Fl: ihly Image of things governing,comprehending, ſce- 
ings handling,relliſhing ail in the Divine Light,Beauty, and Sweetneſs of 'the 
Erernal Spirit ? When the blackeſt Cloud of melancholy reſts upon thy Spi- 
rit, when the ſharpeſt Sword of Grief pierceth thy Heart, retire into thy 
Spiritual Principle, there thou ſhalt be, as on Mounr: Tabor, the Mount of 
Transfigurativn, where the Faceof thy God ſhall be as a pleaſant Sun of 
Joy, and Glory ſhining forth in its ſtrength within thee, and the whole [mage 
of things in thee, and round about thee, as a Garment of Light all weaved, 
and wrought with the freſheſt, and pureſt Beams of this Sun in all living, 
and immortal Figuresof the higheſt Joys, and Glories. 

5. Propoſ: "The Curſe with the ſtings, and ſenſe of it upon the Natural, 
and Temporary Principle,as alſo the conflict between the Natural,and Tem- 
porary ; the Supernatural, and Eternal Principle in the 'Lord” Jeſus thorow 
his whole Perſon, asit lived in a Humane Soul, and Body, were higheſt at his 
Death. The Lord Jeſas (3ith, the Prince of this World cometh : This is your 
hour, and the power, or principality of Darkneſs. The Devil came now to 
make his two laſt, and mo{t furious afſaults. upon the Lord Jeſus in the Gar- 


den, and upon the Croſs. He therefore comes with all the powers of Darkneſs, 


and Legions of Devils, with all the blackeſt, and moſt dreadful Furniture, and 
force of Wrath from Hell below, from Exirth, and Heaven above, as the 
Prince of this World, and the Prince of Darkneſs. 'The Battel was fo fore 
againſt the Lors Jeſus, that he himſelf, who was the Wiſdom, and Power of 
God was amazed. He, who was the eternal delights of his Father day by 
day. cries out, My S oul rs ery ſorrowful even unto Death ; The word in Greek 
is Tv; which (1gnifieth an exceſs of ſorrow, and a ſurrounding ſorrow, 
All things round about the Lord Jeſus were hung with a blackneſs of Dark- 
neſs, and «mazing horrours, that he himſelf, who bears up the weight of all 
things, could hard!y ſuſtain the weight of his own fears, and ſorrows, or 
ſuſtain himſelf in Life under them. He falis beneath them to the ground. His 
whole Perſon 1s ſo preſt, and oppreſt with them, that through the agony of 
his Spirits, the boiling blood is ſtrained forth through all the parts of his 
Body.He cries to his Father thrice: Angels are fent from Heaven to ſtrengthen 
him, and comfort him. | 

But after this, the conflict upon the Croſs was yet ſharper. Now the Prince 
of Darkneſs grows deſerate, knowing that this 1s his laſt effort, and that now 
at once he fights for his Kingdom, Liberty, and Life, that his whole Kingdom 
of Darkneſs, and hisP<rſon roo depend upon this oneFight.TheEarth-quake, 
the rending of the Rocks, the total Eclipſe of the Sun, and the Univerſal 
Darkneſs upon the face of the whole Earth were "Types of what Chriſt the 
Ppp Prince 
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Prince of Glory, and the Devil the Prince of Darkneſs ſuffered in this laſt 
Conflict ; the like'to which neyer was before, nor ſhall ever be. The whole 
frame of things ſhook, arid trembled under the Feet of the Lord Jeſus, and 
round about him. The Rocks;all the ſupports of his Soul, all the Foundati- 
ons, and Pillars of his ſtrength, and hfe were rent in pieces, and difſolyed. 
The face of the Creature, the face of Heaven, the face of his Father were 
all covered with a thick, a threatning, and an amazing Darkneſs,as in a dread- 
tul Tempeſt above the courſe, and torce of nature. The Lord of Life, in 
whom all things ſubfiſt, is now ſinking, - and ready to give up all for loſt, 
How deeply was his Heart- pierced, how cruelly wounded, how were every 
glympſe of Light, every drop of Comfort intcrcepted and with-held, when 
he cried out ; My, God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? What potentin- 
chantment from Hell was this, what power of Darkneſs, what infuſion of 
Wrath, what ſeparation ten thouſand times more bitter than Death, which 
{o wrought, that he, who is God himſelf,ſcems divided from himſelf, and to- 
tally deferred by all the power, and ſweet lights of the God-Head ? 

"Thus you ſee in this 5th Propoſition the trouble of Chriſt at its height: 
[n the two following Propoſitions, you ſhall ſee, that notwithſtanding this 
dreadful ſtorm in the evening, and lateſt hour of his life, this beautiful Sun in 
his dying moment, as in the cloſe itſelf of the day ; caſts up its cloud, cones 
torch Triumphantly, and no'night follows. 

Before we paſs to the other Propoſitions, let us make a few thort obſerva- 
tions upon theſe, = 30 

1. See how dretidful, and hateful an evil Sm is by the effets of it in the 
Perſon of 'God himſelf, out: Lord Jefus. Letnot that be a light rhing to us, 
which lay with fo great weight upon him, neither let us be fecure in our 
Luſts, Vanities, Covetouſneſs, Sloath, playing with theſe, whichwere ſo many 
Serpents in the Boſom of Chriſt, and ſhot deadly ftings into his Heart. Can 
we ſtand under thoſe things, which had almoſt funk rhe Son of God into 
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deſpair, and Etetnal Darkneſs ?It is true God brings good out of the evil of | 


Sin, order out of its diforder, and reconciles all into a beautiful Harmony of 
Divine Love, and Joy. But how ? by how dear a price ? by how preciousan 
atonement ? 'by how coftly, how cruel, how bloody a Sacrifice? by how vio- 
lent a conflict between all the powers of light, and darkneſfsat once ? by how 
dreadful a diflolution of the\ whole frame of things, with the blackeſt Tem- 
peſt of Divine Wrath from \above ? by what horrours of Death in its uglieſt 
ſhape, with its moſt venemous ſtings ;/and all this in the Perſon of God him- 
{elf, our Jeſus? F 

2. Be'good Soldiers of the Lord Jefus. Endure hardſhips. Endure the 
fight of Sufferings. Think not ſtrange to have the Clouds blackeſt, and rhe 
3torm greateſt with Thunders, and Lightnmgs round about you in your la- 
teſt hour, in old age, and death, Thus you bear the. Croſs of Chriſt, Thus 


you 
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you fight under the Banner of Love. A Husband in Bloods art thou to me, 
{aith the Wife of Aofes ro him, concerning the Circumciſion. Jeſus Chriſt 
hath been a Husband in Blood to thee, O ſuffering Saint. Now art thou alſo 
indeed a Siſter, and a Spouſe to him in Blood. This Life is the Seaſon of ſuffe- 
ring. Chriſt ſuffered here. Can you not ſuffer with Chriſt one hour, the ſhort - 
Sealon of this fleeting Life ? Think how glorious in the Eyes of all the Holy 
Angels, and of the Bleſſed Saints of Chriſt, and the Father you ſhall come in- 
to Heaven ? How dear to the Boſom, and Embraces of them all, when you 
come moſt covered with Duſt, and Blood, when you come immediately out of 
the greateſt ſufferings ; when you comeſo much the lovelier, by bow much the 
liker you are to Chriſt ; when Chriſt, and the Father have been ſo much the 
more glorified in you z when they in their Glories have ſo much the more 
clearly, eminently ſhined forth. in your Perſons, and reſted upon them, by how 
much the more extream your ſufferings have been? When the Father hath 
thus accompliſhed his will in you, what a Feaſt of Eternal Pleaſures, what a 
Crown of EternalGlories will he make this will of his to you, how will he ac- 
compliſh your will in himſelf to the utmoſt height of all delights,& bleſſedneſs? 

3- Sechere a threefold comfort againſt ſufferings, and Death. 

t. He, who hath conquered them 1s your Captain the Lord Jeſus. We 
read Heb. 2. That the Captain of our Salyation, being to bring many Sons 
to Glory, was made perfect through .Sufferings. There are four things in 
that word Perfett. 1, There was a perfection of ſufferings in all kinds, and 
degrees. Nothing of any evil of ſufferings inthe evil of it was abſent, or 
could be added. 2. Jeſus Chrifg perfectly endured theſe ſufferings in the ſenſe 
of them, in the continuance under them, in preffures, and opprefſions by 
them. 3. He was a perfeCt Conqueror over them. 4. 'To be made perfedt, 
ſignifieth an initiation in Sufferings, as in Sacred, and Divine Myſteries. So 
Chriſt was at once in his Sufterings-the Prieſt, the Altar, the Fire, the Sacri- 
fice, the Temple, the God. This Jeſus, thus a 'perfe&t, and a Divine Conque- 
rbx,over all Sufferings, whoholdeth all evilof Sin, and Sorrow, as Captives, 
in Chains of Eternal Goodnefs, pure Love, Light, and Joy, He leads you 
upon Sufferings;he goes before you into them ; he turns them all into Holy, 
and Heavenly Myſteries of -Divine Life, and Love, and makes you in the 
midſt of them, as Prieſts, ike Aaren in his Prieſtly Robes, and Ornaments, 
and Anointings jn the Temple of the Eternal Spirit. 

2. You, O Saints, have nothing to do/in-your greateſt Sufferings, that you 
maybe Conquerors over them, but to abide in the Lord: Jeſus. He himſelf in 
his dying diſcurſes, thus comforts his Diſciples in the- Goſpel of St. Fohn ; In 
the World you ſhatl have trouble, but, in me you ſhall have peace, be of good 
chear, I have overcome the World. Stand ftill,: be-ſtedfaſt, and unmoved in the 
Lord Jefus; ſo ſhall you never have any other fight of your Enemies, or 
Troubles, but ſuch as the Children.of iſrael had .on this fide of the Red Sea, 
| OS nos Pppaz when 
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when they came forth with their Timbrels, and Dances. You ſhall ſee them 
drown'd in the Sea of your Saviours Blood, in a Sea of Glory in his Vito- 
ry, never to appear more in any melancholy ſhape. When thine Enemies en- 
compaſs thee on. every ſide, like mighty Floods, with greateſt force and fury, 
lie down upon thy gJorified Saviours Boſom, as the Bed of Love, have his 
high praiſes in thy mouth, fing aloud of his Love, his Lovelinefs, his Vito- 
ry in his Death, his ReſurreCtion, and return in the Sparit. So ſhalt thou ſee 
all the powers of Darkneſs, Death, and Hell under thy Feet, bound in Gol- 
den Chains of Love, Immortality, and Glory. | 

2. Look forth now with a Spiritual Eye, and ſee, that Sufferings, and 
Death are aname only, and empty ſhadows without 'any ſubſtance. "The 
things themſelves. are for ever deſtroyed by the Death of Chriſt, and buryed 
in his Grave, never to riſe more. A good Woman, a Martyr, being reproved 
for going with joy to the Fire, when Chriſt was (1 at the approach of Death, 
anſwered ; My Saviour was [ad,that I might be joyful. Sufferings, and Death 
are now to Saints, like Snakes, out of whom the Lord Jeſus hath taken the 
Sting, that we may take them.into our Boſoms, and make them our ſoft, and 
ſhining Play-fellows. -'They are become now in the Blood, and Spirit of Chriſt 
like Vipers in Wine, which have loſt their Poyſon, and are high Cordals ; 
like Bees they have ſhottheir ſtings into- the Lord Jeſus, and loſt them there. 
They have Hony now without any ſting for thee to ſuck forth, and feed 
upon. | 
Fs. Propoſ: 'This Eternal Perſon,our Jeſus with his God-Head in his whole 
Humaniry both Soul, and Body in the moment of Death by dying, went en- 
tirely forth from the Natural, or Temporary Principle, and fo from under the 
Curſe. I ſhall open this by four Scriptures. 

1.Scrip. He.10.19,20.The Lord Jeſus is ſaid to have conſecrated a new, 
and living way for us toenter into the! holieſt through the Vail, that is, his 
Fleſh, Math, 27. 50,51. You ſhallſee, that as Jeſus Chriſt yielded up. the 
Ghoſt, immediately the Vail of the Temple was rent.in twain from the top to 
the buttow. The Temple was a Figure of; the Perſon of Chriſt, as the 2A 
was of this Fleſh. How particularly, and emphatically is it expreſſed, that the 


Vail wasrent from the top to the bottom), to its utmoſt extent im the Perſon of 


Chriſt ? The Fleſh was as a. Vail lying upon the Divine Beauties upon the E- 
rernalPerſon,and theHeavenlyImage in theSoul,6: Body of Chriſt. The Fleſh of 
Chriſt was a dividing Vail,ſeparating between theLordJeſus,8& the nakedBeau- 
ties,the nakedBoſom of his Father keeping his Soul,and Body,his bleſſed Perſon, 
and Divine Nature. as they ſubliſted in his Soul, and Body out of the holieſt, 
out of the pure, and open Glories of the- God-Head.. As the Lord: Jeſus dies, 
in that ſame moment this Vail is rent from the top to .the. bottom, from the 
the higheſt part of his Soul, and Spirit to the loweſt part, and appearance in 
the Budy. Now the Holieſt, the Heavenly Image, the pure, . and naked Glo 
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' riesof the Eternal Perſon, of the God-Head were opened, and diſcovered 
' thorow his whole Soul, and Bady. . His Soul, and Body both entered into the 
| Holieſt, into.this Heayenly Image, into theſe pure Glories in the unity of the 
| Erernal Spirit. 
2+, Scrip. Jobn 19. 30. When the. Lord Jeſus was.now breathing his 
| laſt, he formed his laſt breath into theſe words, zt 7s finiſhed. As he ſpake thoſe 
' words, he bowed his Head, and gaveup the Ghoſt. What was thar, which 
| was finiſhed with the life of Chriſt? Not the work of our redemption. Ma- 
* ny great, and principal, parts of that remained ſtilt behind, the ReſurreCtion 
* of the Lord Jeſus, his Aſcenſion, his Interceſſion, his return in the Spirit at 
| the pouring forth of. rhatchis laſt. Appearance, his Judgment, and Kingdom. 
What then was that which was finiſtied with the finiſhing of the life of 
| Chriſt? The days of his abode in the Fleſh without the Vail ; his Humiliation, 
| his Sufferings, the State of Nature, the Curſe, the Wrath of the Father 
| were now finiſhed; the Spirit, and Image of this world, the hour, and power 
of Darkneſs, the bloody Fight with the Prince of Darkneſs, the Prince of 
| this World were now at an end, as the life of Chriſt ended. _ 

O you, who are followers of Chriſt, and predeſtinated to be conformed to - 
him in your Liyes, and jn your Deaths; meet Death-with Joy, with the ſhout 
of tho, who cry-out for victory. Now is your Warfare accompliſhed ;now 
- 3 your Captivity in the Fleſh!y Spirit, and Image at an end. You ſhall dwell 
now no more in Meſbek, at a diſtance from the Divine Glory, nor ſojournin - 
the Tents of Kedar, in the Land of Darkneſs. The Vail of the Fleſh.is now - 
| rentfrom the top to the bottom thorow your whole Soul, and Bady. In both, 

25 you ſeem to fleſhly ſenſes to enter into. the ſhade. of Death, you in that mo- 
| ment enter into the Kingdom of Light, the Glorious Pallace. of your Fa- 
| ther, the Divine Beauries, and Joys of the Heavenly Image. You have now 
| fought the good Fight, and finiſhed it. Henceforth from this moment it is, 
that the Crown of Righteouſneſs, the Crown of Life, and Immortality hath 
| been laid up for you to. be-fet upon your Heads, and worn ; by you, which 
God ſhall now. give you from his own preſence, from his own. hand, in this 
* day of Glory, which now breaketh, and, riſeth upon you.. 

F 23. Scrip. Cole. 2. 15. The Apoſtle ſpeaking of Chriſt faith thus ; and . 
taving ſpoiled Principalities, and Powers, he made a ſhow of them openly, 
and truumphed over them in it, that is, his Croſs, which was mentioned in the 
| latter end of the foregoing verſe. | | 
There are three parts in this Scripture, which isa glorious deſcription of 
' the Victory of our Lord Jeſus. 1. The Subject of his Vidtory. 2. The Vifta- - 
ry itſelf. 2 "The Seat of his Victory, Tn” 
' 1. The Subject of Chriſts Victory are Principalities, and Powers. The 
firſt word 2px=/,fignifieth Principles. The -ſ{zcond word *Zw7a,, ſignifieth Do- 
minions, Principalities, and a power of. ruling. By theſe names. the Angels 
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are expreſſed, as they are the Invilible Springs, out of which all viſible 
things continually flow ; as they are the Supream Glories, Virtues, Powers, 
among things created, to which this preſent world is ſubjeCted, by which it s Þ 
enlivened, enlightned, formed, acted, and ruled. "Thus the Viftory of Chriſt Þ 
extenderh itſelt over the whole Creation, the whole frame of Nature-in it, Þ 
Heavenly, Angelical, and unſeen part ; in that which is Earthly, and viſible; 
in the Fountain-Glories, and flowing Streams ; in the Princes on high, and Þ 


their gs benearh. 
2. The 
Show. 3. The Triumph, 


1. "The Spoil. He ſpoiled Principalities, and Powers. The word ſignif. 
eth to uncloath. ' The Lord Jeſus, as a conquering Prince, uncloathed the Þ 
Invifible Princes of this World of all Power, Principality, and Appes 
rance, by which means the whole Creation, andthe frame of Nature, whic | 
ſtood by theſe Powers, in theſe Appearances, according to their firſt, and n« # 
tural State, were diſſolved, fell into the depths of Darkneſs, and confuſion, 


diſappearing tor ever. 
rf The 


ſalem, ſhowing them, as the ſubjects, an 


are the rhree Parts of Chrifts Vittory. 
3. The Seat of Chriſts Victory was his Croſs. He Triumphed on it. Hear 
this all ye, that are one Seed, one Spirit with the Lord Jeſus, that are mad: 


conformable to his Death in your Lives, and Deaths. Hear rhis ; let it be 


written upon your Hearts in Characters of Glory with a living Beam from 
that bright Sun, the Face of our Lord Jeſus, as he fhines in the Eternd 
Glory of his moſt Blefled Victory, and Triumph. Ir was 1pon his Croſs, i 
was upon his Crofs,that the Lord Jefusſpoiled, made a 'Show of, Triaumphed 

over the Principalities, and Powers of this Worl4, | 
Our Bleſſ2d Saviour, in dying, by dying, in that very moment, by that 
very. at, diſſolves, and defaceth at once the. whole frame of Nature, and of 
the firſt Creation. "He taketh away from it all Power of being, ſubſiſting, 
acting, or appearing, .He blotterh out every natural Image, and form of 
Light, or Darknefs';\'Life or Death , Beauty, or 'Nefprmiry'; Shame, or Glo- 
ry ; Grief, or Joy for.ever. You have this excellently painted out in a clear 
Propheſy, Pſalm. 73. 20. As a Dream, when one awaketh ; O Lord, when 
| thou 


iCtory uſelf is expreſt in three ſteps. 1. The Spoil. 2. The | 


ow. Our Viftorious Saviour brought forth all the Principle, 
Powers, and Appearances of Nature, into the open light of the Eternal Sp: 
rit. There he led them as Captives —_— Streets of the Heavenly Feru i 
marks of his Viftory to all the In-þ 

numerable, and Glorious Inhabitants of that Blefſed City af the great King i 
3. The Triumph. He'Trinmphed over them. All natural Powers, Glo 
ries, Lives, and Images lay beneath the Feet of the Lord Jefys, as his Foot Þ 
ſtool, while he fat down upon a Throne of Glory, cloathed all over with 
Garments of Glory, and —_ Crown of Glory upon his Head. 'Theſ: 
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| thou evakeſt, thou ſhalt deſpiſe their Image. The word Image ſignifieth a Sha- 
| dow. The Eternal Word, the Heavenly Image, our Lord Jefus was in this 
| Creation, as under the Vail of Darknefs, and Night; as in aſleep. He bring- 
| ah forch, and beareth up all the Powers, and Forms of Nature, as a D-cam-+ 
in this {]eep, and as ſhadowy Images in this Dream. By dying he awakes out of 
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this ſleep, he (ers an end to this Dream. The whole frame of Nature with 


| al! Forms, and Images of things within the vaſt compaſs of it either Viklible, 
' or Inviſible, break up , fly away, and vaniſh, as a Dream, as the 
ſhadowy Images in a Dream, when a Man awaketh. 


Bur neither are they quite loſt. "T'hey only change: their Principle, and: 


| Appearance. In the ſame dying moment doth.the Lord Jeſus, who is that E- 
* ternal, and Eſſential Image, in whom they all ſubfilt,appear,and paſs thorow 
| their ſeveral changes, carry them with himſelf into the Divine Light, and Life - 
of the Eternal Spirit. Thereare they ſeen again, as the Fruits of his Conqueſt, . 
| ſpoiled of all their own Lite, Light, and Form, having put on a new Life, 
* Light, and Form according tothe Will of the Conqueror, to ſhow farth his 
| Power and Glory, to make them pleaſant, and Eternal Spectacles of his Di- 
| vine Triumph to all the Inhabitants of Heaven, and Eternity. 


Now, before he is taken down fromthe Crofs, even upon the Crols it(elf, 


| the Lord Jeſus, as he gives up his Spirit with his laſt breath, Triumphs in. his 

| Soul, and Body too, whoſe proper Szat the Croſs was: In buth, cloathed with . 
| Triumphal Robes of an immortal Beauty, and Bleflednefs, he rides forth in- 
| the Gloriouz Chariot of rhe Heavenly Image, and of rhe Eternal Spirit. All. 
* the Powers, and Forms of Nature, of Life, and Death, the Crofs itſelf, and 
the Crucifiers, as Captive; follow his Chariot, bound in the - Goldea Chains 
| of Divine Light, and Love, making up the delight, and Glory of his Tri-- 
| umph. 


P 
This alſo doth the Pſa/mſt clearly Prophefy of, Pſal. 68. 18. Thou haſt 


| aſcended up on high, thou haſt led Captruity Captrue. 'The deſcent of our 
' Lord Jeſus was finiſhed with his Life. He begins his aſcent upon his Croſs the 
firſt moment of his Death. This World, with all its Powers, and Principali- 
ties, the life of this World, the Croſs itſelf, and Death, which had fo long cap- 


tivated the Lord Jeſus with all the Powers, Beauties, Joys, and Glories of his 


Heavenly Image, binding them in Chains of Darkneſs within the Dungeon of 

this Earthly Image, whoſe light is darkneſs , are now themſelves in the Per- 

ſnot our Lord Jeſus, in his Soul, aud Body, together with his Captivity it-- 
I lf, carryed up, as he aſcends, and made Captives to that Heavenly Image, . 
which they held Captive. Here, in this Pallace of the Spirit, and of Eter- 
nity, where Darknef itſelf ſhines, as the Light, they are ſeen, asthe Captives 


of the Lord Jeſus, bound in Chains of Glory, ſpectacles to all the Holy An- 
gels, and Blefſed Spirits, in which the Beauties of Chriſts Victory, and Tri- 
aoph: as ſo many raviſhing Wonders of an Incomprehenfible, of a Myſteri- 
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ousPower, Wiſdom, Love, Glory, Divinity, ſubduing all things entirely to 
themſelves, eternally ſhine. | 

This honour have all the Saints in their Deaths, by the vertue of their $4. 
viours Death, by vertue of their fellowſhip with him, and his fellowſhip with 
them mutually in their ſeveral Deaths, all in each Death dying together, 
Where now is the Melancholy of Death, and of the Grave ? It is ſwallowed 
up into the Divine Pomp, and Pleaſure of a moſt Glorious ViEtory, and 
Triumph. O Sxint ! What feareſt thou in Death ? Or thou, . who feareſt nc 
to be dead why feareſt thou to die ? [f- thou reoiceſt in the Glory of thy de- 
parted Soul, why mourneſt thou over thy Body, as lefr behind in a naked, 
and loathſome Priſon ? The act of dying to both is the gaining of a Glorious 
Victory over the Life, and Death ; the Powers, and Principalities of this 
whole World. "The paſſage itſelf out of this Life is a Glorious Triumph to 
thy Soul, and Body both, which, with all the Triwmphal Ornaments of the 
Light of Life, and Immortality, ride forth in the Chariot of the Heavenly 
Image, and the Eternal Spirit over the Spirit, and all the forms of this Cres: 
tion, which lie conquered under your Feet. 

In the very moment of your dying, all the Powers, and Appearances of 
Nature, which rule in the Kingdoms of Senſe, and Reaſon, are loſt for ever; 
ſo that their place, where once they reigned in your Perſons, knows them no 

more, You {it down upon the Throne of Chriſt, and the Father together 
with them. All the Births, Images, and changes of time are {wallowed up 
into the bright, the beaurifal, rhe moſt delightful depths of Eternity, the un Þ 
fathomable depths of pureſt Light, Love, and Joy immediately ; as 'Trium- 
phant Conquerors, and Kings, you are encompaſſed with the raviſhing ap- 
plauſes, and ſhouts of innumerable Angels, of Immortal, and - Glorious Spi- 
rits, ſpringing up, and ſhining forth in all the places of this World, where its 
Light, or Darkneſs. Life, or Death ſeemed betore to ſtand. Youlce all theſe Þ 
with a Heavenly Muſick, and Songs of Triumph, ſetting Garlands, and 
Crowns of Vi&tory on your Heads immediately,as you paſs out of the Light Þ 
of -this Life, you ſee your ſelves received, your Souls, and your Bodies both, 
with the moſt delicious kiſſes into the Eternal Embraces of the Father, and 
of Cariſt, in that Unity of the Spirit, which is the untathomable center of Þþ 

all Lights, Loves, and Joys, of all beautiful, and bliſs:ul Spirits created, and 
uncreated. All now for ever are hilling full your Joys in themſelves, and {ul- 
flling their Joys 1n you. 

4- Scrip. Heb. 2. 14. "That he by dying might deſtroy him, who had the Þ 
power of Death, that is, the Devil, and ſet them free, who all their life time Þþ 
were fubje& to bondage by! the fear of Dzath. The word Power, in this | 
place {igniherh properly a Prince with a Principality, or Dominion. "This | 
whole world 1s the Principality of the Devil. For the Devil is called in 
Scriprure the Prince of this world. All Flefh, every thing of Nature, and ot 

this 
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this Creation is comprehended under that name, as it is diſtinguiſhed from, 
and oppoſed to the Spirit, and the new. Creation in the Spirit, the Kingdom 
of God in the Holy Ghoſt, and is the Principality of the Devil. All Dark- 
neſs every ſhadow, every evil of Sin, or Suffering; of Corruption, and the 
Curſe ; of Shame, Deformity, Pain, Grief, and Wrath, as all theſe are ex- 
prefled in the Scripture, and in common Language, with every other kind,or 
degree of Evil, by Darkneſs, are the Principality of the Devil. For the De- 
vil is called the Prince of Darkneſs, Death is the Devils Principality, who in 
this Scripture is called the Power, or Prince of Death. All this then hath Jeſus 
Chriſt by dying deſtroyed in his own Perſon, this World ; the Principles,and 
Forms of Nature; the Life, and Images of Fleſh ; every Darknefs inward, or 
outward, of mind, or ſenſe ; Death itſelf. For all theſe lie within the Princi- 
pality of rhe Devil, and are his Region,his Kingdom; without the bounds of 
this Dominion all things are Light, Lite, Love, Joy, Immortality, Spirit, and 
Truth. 

As it is Jeſus, who dies again in the Death of every Saint ; as the Death of 
every Saint 1s the Death of Chriſt acted over again in the fmilitude, by the 
vertue of his Death: ſo doth every Saint, as he is one Spirit with Chriſt, after 
the like manner, by dying deſtroy the Principality, the Kingdom of the'De- 
vilin his Perſon alſo. For this 1s ſaid ro be the end of Chriſt in his Death, 
that he might free all the Saints from the fear of Death. O Believers ! Ler 
your Saviour gain his end upon you, an end of moſt tender Love. Be no 
more in bondage to the fear of Death. Let the Lord Jeſus ſee the ſeed of his 
Death ſpringing up in your Deaths, a Glorious, and Divine Seed of. Life, and 
Immortality ſpringing up in the place of Death, and ſwallowing it up into 
Victory. Lay aſide now for ever thoſe melancholy, and delufive Imaginations 


| of Death, as a ſeparation of thoſe rendereſt Boſom-Friends, Soul, and Body ; 


a ſeparation from your deareſt Relations, and entertainments, the delights of 
your Eyes ; anextinguiſhing of the ſweet Light of Life ; a diſmal ſolitude, 
a perpetual Darkneſs ; the Confinement-of the Body ro the nakedneſs, cold- 
neſs, ftreightneſs, and horrour of the Grave ; Duſt, Stones, and Bones cove- 
ring it, and ratling over it; Worms feeding upon it ; the Soul naked, and a- 
lone taking its flight through a vaſt diſtance of empty air, and ſpace to ano- 
ther place. Theſe are the Forms, and Appearances of Death to the Dead on- 
ly. Thoſe, who iollow Jeſus Chriſt inthart living, and ſhimng way, in which 
he went thorow Dearh, meet with none of theſe appalling, and aftrightful 
Apparitions. Let che Dead bury their Dead, faith Jeſus Chrilt to his Diſciples, 
but fellow thou me. 

Underſtand this, O Believers, that al! Shadows, all Forms of Darkneſs, . and 
of Death are from below, Earthly, Senſual, Devitith, from the Earth, from 
the Natural Soul, and from rhe Devil, as St. Fames ſpeaks. All this Imapt, 


| andfenſe of things is that Kingdom of the Devil, which together with thz 
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King himſelf, which the Lord Jeſus by dying, in himſelf, in thee, hath ever. 
\aſtingly deſtroyed in his own Perſon, in his own Death, and in thine by the 
vertue of his own. As an Inchantment, fo is this whole Frame, and Form of 
things diſlolved, fo doth it vaniſh at the going forth of thy laſt breath, If 
thou ſeek now for the region of Shadows, and the Land of Darkneſs thou 
findeſt it no more for ever, as he that would ſeek for the Night, the Nightly 
Shades, and Forms of things when the Sun 1s once riſen, Let thy Soul, and 
Body both then rejoice together, and reſt in this aſſurance, that in their de- 
parture out of this Life, in the paſſage of Death they ſhall meer with nothing 
of loſs, nothing uncouth, nothing unpleaſant, nothing of Darkneſs, of Di- 
vifion, of Death, of the Devil ; but the moſt beautiful, and blefſed Face, the 
moſt dear, and delightful Embraces of theLord Jeſus,as a Glorious Lover,as a 
Heavenly Bridegroom immediately preſenting himſelf, immediately receiving 
them. In the ſame moment do all things here difappear, and all things appear 
again, as they are reconciled ito a moſt raviſhing Harmony of Divine 
Beauty, and Love: As they are gathered up into their Head, into their fuſt 

Glory, their Erernal Unity in the Glorified Perſon of Chriſt. 

7. Propoſ. This fame Jeſus in his whole Perſon, with his whole Soul, 
and Body, in the moment of Death, by dying went forth entirely into the 
fimplicity, and finglenefs of his Supernatural, and Eternal Principle, and fo 
into a State of pure Eternity, unmixt Joy, and Glory. 

T ſhall endeavour to explain, and confirm this Propoſition by the fuller ope- 
ning of a Scripture, which I have often touched. 

Pſalm. 16. 9, 10. 11. Thus we read : Therefore my heart is glad, my Gle- 
Ty rejoiceth, my Fleſh alſo ſhall reſt m hope. For thou wit not leave my Soul in 
Hell ; neither wilt thou ſuffer thy Holy One toſee corruption. Thou wilt ſhow me 
the pathof Life; in thy preſence is the fulneſs of Foy, at thy Right Hand are 
Pleaſures for evermore. This is a Propheſy of Chriſt in his Death. David, as 
a Prophet, ſpeaketh concerning Chriſt, and in the Perſon of Chriſt. So Sr. 
Peter mterpreteth, and applicth this Scripture. As 2. 25. 

This then is the 'T'rwumph of Chriſt in Death, over Death, which 'Tri- 
umph conſiſterh of four Parts. 1. The Subje&t. 2. The Triumph. 3. The 
Ground. 4. The manner of the Triumph. 

1. The Subje&t of Chriſts Triumph. This is threefold. x. 'The Sou), 
2. The Glory. 3. The Fleih of the Lord Jeſus, 

1. The Soul. This ſeemeth to be that unleen, and principal part of the 
Natural Man, which in our common language is oppoſed to the Body, as the 
Vifibleand inferiour part. | 

2. The Glory hath a twofold acception. Davids Harp, and his 
Tongue, were his _ upon two accounts ; both, as he was a ſieet 
Singer, a moſt skilful Mufitian ; and alſo as he was the ſweet Singer of 1[rael, 
as his Harp, and 'Fongue recorded the Praiſes of God, and made all things 


round 
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round abont himto reſound the perfettions and loves of rhe Lord Jeſus. Thus 
the Tongue of Chriſt was his Glory, as he is the ſweer Preacher in Feruſa- 
/alem, the Heavenly Interpreter, one of a'thoufand, who ſheweth to Man 
his Righteouſneſs, and his reſt. Bur again this Glory in David wasthe Spiri- 
tual Man, the birth of the Spirit, rhe Seed of God, the Life of Chriſt, Chriſt 
in David. This Glory in Chriſt was the Spiritual Man, the Heavenly Image, 
the Divine Nature,the God-Head. For ſo Heb. 1. 1. Jeſus Chriſt is faid to be 
the brightneſs of the Glory of God, as he is the expreſs Image of his Per- 
fon, and Subſtance, | 

3. TheFleſh of Chriſt is his Body, as it is diſtinguiſhed from the Soul, 
and 13 Covered with a Vail of Fleſh, under which Vail it contains within it- 
elf thoſe other two, the Soul, and the Glory. "This is the rhreefo!d Subje& 
of the Trumph ; the Natural Body, the Natural Soul, the Eternal Spirit, as 
ir inhabiterh in theſe. 

2. The Triumph it(elf is expreſt in thoſe four words ; Gladneſs, Joy, Reft, 
and Hope. Gladnefs is the fame with Joy. The State of Blefſedneſs in Heae 
ven, and Eternity is exprefled by Joy. "The Lord Jeſus faith to the Good. and 
Faithful Servant ; Enter thou intorby Maſters Foy. St. Pcter calls the Blefled- 
neſs which we have here in believing, and loving the Lord Jeſus, which is 
Heaven upon Earth ; a Joy Glorious, and unſpeakable. As our Lord Jeſus 
dyed, the Humane Soul of Chrift before impriſoned in a Fleſhly Body, went 
forth to be comprehended, and ſwallowed up in that Joy, which it could not 
rake in, nor comprehend, becauſe'it was boundleſs, and infinite. His Divine 


Nature, which in this Humane Soul, together with it, had been vailed by an 


Earthly Body now breaks forth and ſhines out into the freedom,and full liberty 
of irs own unconhned delights, and unvailed Glories. My Soul, faith Chriſt, 
is glad, and my Glory rejoiceth. 

The Triumph of Chriſt in his Body, and his Fleſh 1s ſer forth by Reſt, 
and Hope. which two words import Life, Senſe, a Sweetneſs, and fulneſs of 
Life, and Senſe with Immortality. 

The Sabbath in the beginning of the Creation, as it figureth the perfecti- 
on of a SanCtified, and bleſſed State in Chriſt, and in Heaven, is expreſſed by 
Reſt, the name Sabbath {igniherh Reſt. 

The Land of Canaon, as it was a Land of Rivers, and Springs, and floads 
of Water; as it was a Land flowing with Milk, and Hony, and fo a Type of 
that good Land, that flouriſhing Land of the Spirit, and of Erernity, where 
the Fountains, and ful floods are of all Divine Goodneſs, and Truth, is ex- 
preſſed by Reſt.. oſha, who gave the Land of Canaan to the Jews, is ſaid 
to give them Reft. 

'That perfeCt Ceffation from all trouble, that perfe&t Conſummation of 


our Happineſs in the quieting of all our defires by the full accompliſhment of 


them, that terminating of all our mptions to good an their moſt wiſhed for 
Qqqz end, 
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end, the chief good, which the Lord Jeſus, which the Goſpel, which Faith | 
bringeth us to in an immediate, entire, eternal Union with God ; all this the | 
Holy Gheſt expreiſeth by Reſt. Come to me, and I will give you Reſt, faith | 
the Lord Jeſus. He that belieweth, entereth into Reſt, ſauh the Epiſtle to the | 
Hetrews. T husthe Body, and Fleſhof Chriſt reſt in Death. Theſe are the 
words, as he dies, in his Song of Death : My Fleſh alſo doth reſt in hope. | 

The Hebrew word for Hope, {ignifieth two things, Conkidence, and Hope, | 
Confidence implies a double certainty. 1. A certainty in the obje&t,which 
3s the good in proſpe&}, or in poſlefſion ; hoped for, or already enjoyed, 2, | 
'The certainty of the Subject, which is a ſweet, a deep, a clear Senſe, and Seal | 
upon the Soul of the certainty of the object, of the certainty of that Good, | 
which it hath in fruition, or expectation. "This twofold Certainty maketh | 
that confidence, or aſſurance which compleateth, or crowneth the Souls Reſt. | 
In this confidence doth theFlefh of rhe Lord Jeſus reſt - in Death. It hath no | | 
more for ever any Conflifts, or Allarms. It is overſpread with a ſweet, and 
clear Heaven. lt breaths in a gentle, and delicious air, where there is na | 
ſtorm, no rain, nor cloud. It is ina State of immutable joys,where there is no 
Death, no Shadow of Death, no trouble, no tear, no ſhadow of fear, or any 
ſuch thing. All things ſing an eternal r:quiem, and reſt to it. Ef 
As the Fleſh of the Lord Jeſus reſteth in Confidence ; fo it reſteth alſo in 
Hope. Hope is good in proſpect, or in progreſs, At our firſt conyerſion the 
Eternal day breaketh upon us. While we live on Earth in a State of Grace | 
we have ſweet, and clear ſtreaks of the-Light of Life appearing thorow our 
Spirits, which ſtill grow clearer, and brighter unto a perfect day. But all this | 
while there are dark, and black ſhades of the Night, Sins, and Sufferings | 
every where mingled with the pure Light of this blefled Day. At Death it 
3s perfe&t Day. The ſhadows of the. Night are perfeQtly drunk up into the E7 
riling Light, that now they appear no more in dark Forms, but are ſeen only, A 

{_ asby alovely temperature with the Light, they make beautiful, and pleaſant K 

- \ Colours of Saffron, and of Roſes. In the ReſurreCtion the body of the Sun, A: 
the Eternal Sun, the Lord Jeſus, in the Glory of his God-Head ariſeth upon 
Soul, and Body both, and is nakedly feen, nakedly enjoyed, without the Vail 
of any dark, and nightly ſhade, or any Floury, Spicy, or morning, ſhade. 
From the Reſurre&ion to the urmoſt point of the aſcention, this Divine Sun 
is riſing higher, and higher in Glory upon us, till he comes to that Noon-ſted 
of Eternity, and of the God: Head, where there 1s no more any aſcent, or 
d&c{cent, where the Unity is entire, where God is one, and that one Gad is all 
in all. In the Confidence, and full aflurance of this Hope doth the Fleſh of 

ur dying Saviour, and of every dying Saint reſt. 

Ovject, But you may ſay, wehave formerly ſeemed to affirm accorling to 
the Language ct the Scripture, that the days of Chriſt on Earth before his 
Pca:i:, were alone the days of his Fleſh; that the Fleſh of Chriſt was a Vail 
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upon his Body, which wasrent in Death; that it was not the ſubſtance of his 
Body, nor its true, proper, and natural Form ; buta darkning, and divid:v.g 
Form, in which the Body of Chrilt appeared, and with which it was cloathed 
in the. State of fallen Nature, in the State of his Humiliation, in his Earthly 
State, This State ended, this Form was put oft in Death. How then had the 
Fleſh of Chriſt a part in his Triumph ? How did the Fleſh of Chriſt reſt in. 
Hope? | 

vW, In a Garden of Flowers by night, the Flowers are ſeen in dusky, and. 
dark Forms, while the ſhades of the night lie upon them, as Vails upon their 
Beauties. When the bright day rifeth upon this Garden, the Flowers appear 
in their naked, and ſhining Beauties, in their proper and lovely, Figures; their 
dark appearances, together with their darkning vails the ſhades of the night, 
are drunk up, and transformed into the brightneſs of the Roſy morcing. The 
Boly of the Lord Jeſus, and. of all his holy Ones, are the immortal Flowers, 
Flowers of the Heavenly Paradiſe.” Their Fleſhly Form is the ſhadow of the- 
night upor, them, their dim, and dusky appearance thorow this Shadow.Death 
is the lovely, and roſy Morning of the Eternal Day rifing upon them. The 
Spirit of Glory, and of God js the brightneſs of this Day. The Fieth is now 
changed into Spirit, the dusky appearance thorow the Vail of Fleſh intv a 
Spiritual, and Heavenly brightneſs. In this brightneſs theſe bodies, of which 
| we ſpake, ſhine forth in their naked, native ſhapes, and Beauties, from all 
| parts they ſhed a Divine Luſtre, they breatha pure ſweetneſs of Divine Joys; 
like the Flowers of the Spring in a fair morning. Thus the Fleſh of Chriſt: 
| reſteth in Death. 
| . The ground of this Triumph is the inſeparable union between the 
{ God-Head, and the whole Humauity of Chriſt living, or dying, Theſe ars 
| the words of the Lord Jefus by his Spirit in the mouth of David: Thorn: 
| wilt not Jeave my Soul in Hell. Expoſitors agree, that the word Hell ſignifi» 
| eth nota place of torments according to the common acception, bur the 
| Yate of Soul, and Body in Death. The Greek word, by which it is rende- 
red in the New Teſtament is 4's» which by its notation fignifeth the State of 
{ things Inviſible, or the Inviſible State of things. 
| Ir isalfo well known that the Soul inthe language of the Old Teftamenr 
| 15 not uſed to expreſs only one part of a Man, but the whole Perſon. ; 

It is a Maxim in Divinity laid down by all learned, and holy Men, that 
when the Natural Union between the Soul, and Body of our Lord Jeſus cea+ 
ſed in Death, the Supernatural, and Hypoſtatical, or Perſonal Union betwcen. 
| the Divine, or Humane Nature in both parts of it' remained 1nviolable, and 
| entire, 'Thus it is frequently ſaid, that although the Soul of Chriſt was ſepa- 
rated from his Body in the Grave, yer the God-Head was never ſeparared 
from either, O ſweet and ſure truth ! A Spring of Holy, Heavenly, and Im- 
mortal Joys in Life, and in Death. This Truth rightly underſtood 18a wer 
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fed Light, which diſcovereth to usa Divinity in our Life here, Immortali 
in Death, and Heaven in theGraye. This Divme Truth is the rich ground 
of our dearSaviours Glorious Triumph over Death in Death. 


There was a twofold band of Union between the Soul, and Body of | 


Chriſt while ke lived in Fleſh,one Natura], the other Supernatural. 
1. The Natural Union was that compoſition of Soul, and Body, by which 
he became a Natural Man, and had the true Forms, Subſtance, and Eflence 


of a Man, ſprung from the firſt Adam. This band of union was broken in 
Death,by which means the Natural Man now was no more for ever according Þ 
- to its Natural State, and Principle, but vanithed like a ſhadow, breaking up 7 


anto the Light of a Spiritual Glory. 


2. 'The Supernatural Union is that of the ſecond Perfon in the Trinity, Þ 
which isthe Eternal God ; who at the Incarnation of Chriſt made himſelf Þ 
Fleſh, that is, a compleat Man, h:mſelf ſubliſting, as the ſingle, and undivided Þ 
Perſon in this Man, in both parts of this Man, in Soul, and in Body, giving 
in like manner 2 perſonal ſubliſtence to them in hirmſelt, rhar the Divinity,and Þ 
the Humanity in its Soul, and in its Body both were all one ſimple individual, Þ 
indivifible Perſon. This ts that, which Divines call the Hypoſtarical, or Per- 
ſonal Union in Chriſt, which remained firm, and altogether unimpaired in i 


Dearth irſelf. 


See now the beautiful, and delightful conſequences of this Union. The Þ 
Soul, and Body of Chriſt continued immediately, intimately, ſweetly, trium- 
phantly united upon the Croſs, mn the Grave, were both one Immortal, Gle Þ 
rious Perſon, by the Heavenly, and Perſonal Union in, and with the Eternal Þ 
Word. Soul, and Body were ſeparated inrefpect totheir Natural Union, and þ 
Compoſition. All the Relations, and Delights of both ; all the precious Trex Þ 
ſires, all the clear Images, and. Lights of Life with the ſweet life irſelf vari. 
ſhed, and fled away, ſo far as they were founded upon the Natural Union, þ 
the band being broken, which tyed them all rogether in one, at the difſoluti Þ 
on.of this Union. Bur all theſe ſtill dwelt together undivided, till poſleſſed, Þ 
and enjoyed one another after the moſt intimate manner without aVay, or in-Þ 
terruption in the Unexpreſſible, and Glorious Unity of the Eternal Word theÞ 
Second Perſon in the "Trinity. "This Unity was a Divine Band, an undivided Þ 
Center, a living Spring, an unfathomable depth of Loves, and Glories, where 
they lay perpetually enfolded in the warm embraces each of other, coveredÞ 
with all the ſweeteſt Lights, and Beauries even upon the bitter Croſs, and nÞ} 
the cold Grave never to |be divorced from each other. Separation itſelf wa ? 
here enly a various, and delightful form of embracing in the Unity of thi 


Erernal Perſon. 


4 In the fourth, and laſt place follows the manner of the Triumph 


"This hath three parts. 


1. The Triumph over Corrupricn, expreſt in theſe words ; Then ſhalt no i 
ſuffer thy holy One to ſee Corruption. 2. Th 
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2. The Triumph of Life, Thou wilt ſhew me the path of I 2% 
, A "Triumph in the Pleaſures of Life, In thy Preſence # funeſs of Foy,at 


: thy Right Hand Pleaſures for evermore. 


1; The firit part in the manner of the Friumph is the Triumph over 


Corruption.Thou wilt not ſuffer thy HulyOne to ſeeCorruption.The Triumphant 
| Perſon here is the holy one of God,the holy Son of God,the pure Seed,Birth, 
* andImage of God, Jeſus Chriſt in his Divine, and Humane Nature, as he is 


| in both the Holy One of God, the Holy Birth, and Son of God, Jeſus Chriſt 


* in himſelf; Jeſus Chriſt in David, David in Jeſus Chriſt, Jeſus Chriſt in the 


| Holy Soul, and Holy Body of every Member of Chriſt, as they are the Spi- 


| ritual Births, and Spiritual Temples of the Holy Spirit. This 1s the Perfon, 


which T'r1umphs im Death. 
That which he Triumphs over is Corruption. There is a complication of 


/ four Evils in Corruption. 1. Diviſion, or Diffolution, which is the chief, and 


the Root of the orher Evils. 2. Darkneſs increaling. 3. Deformity over- 


| ſpreading. 4. Decay, which is a tendency to a deſtruction of B2ing, or to a 


contrariety in Being, toall the good of Being. Over all theſe Evils of Cor- 
ruption Jeſus Chriſt Triumpheth, as he dyeth, 

1. Jeſus Chriſt Triumpheth over Divition, or Diſſolution in Death. 'The 
Eternal Unity of his Divine Perſon was at once, as a Root, and a Band to 
both his Natures, to both parts of his Humane Nature, to all the Powers, 
and parts of his Soul, and Body, to the ſeveral Elements in his Body, to all 
Perfections of Glory, Grace, and Nature in all Powers, and Parts of the 
Humane Soul, and Body. All were, as an Immortal Noſegay, or a Myſteri- 
ous Knot of Divine Flowers ever inſeparahly united in this Band, ever unfa- 


dingly flouriſhing in this Root of the Hypoſtarical Union, or the Divine U- 


* nity of the Ecernal Perſon, which was indiffoluble in Death itſelf. Yea thoſe 
| Separations, which are Natural, and neceflary in Death, were themſelves 


| Flowers of the Heavenly, 2nd Earthly Paradiſe bound up with this Heaven- 


ly Band in this ever-fair, ever-fragrant Noſegay. 
2. JeſusChriſt dying, Triumpheth over the gloomy horrours of the increa- 


; ling darkneſs, which ariſeth from the hateful Womb of Darkneſs in the 


dreaded vaults of Death. 'The Divine Nature, which 1s inſeparable from the 
Humane Nature, the Perſonal Unity, which is really, and ſubſtantially one 
with the Divine Nature, which gives a ſubſiſtence 1n it{elf ro the Humane Na- 


| ture, and makes it in its Perſonal ſubſiſtence one with the Divine; this s a 
' brightneſs of Glory ſhining in the Grave, this is a Golden CandlePick, in 


which all the ſeven Lamps of God burn continually by day, and by nigh 


before the Throne of God, and make the vaults of Death themſelves a Tem- 


ple of Gold, and Chriſtal filled with the ſweet Beams of the Heavenly, Erer- 


: nal Sun. All things,even Death, and the darkneſs of Death are as precious 


Stones ſet together in the rich Jewel of this Perſon, or Hypoſtatical Union, 
| | where 
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where n.0 one Stone contra&ts the leaſt degree of dimneſs, but all in the 
midnight of Death itſelf ever ſparkle with the ſweeteſt, and cleareſt water 
of Erernal Lite. | 


3. The deformity of Death, as it ſprings up out of the Corruption in' : 


Peath, is the ſubjeCt of our dying, and dead Saviours 'Irumph. "The Hea. 
venly Irnage of the God-Head, which 1s the ſupreara Beauty the Arche-type, 
and firſt Pattern of all Beauties upon the Mount of Eternity, 1s the Perſon 


of Chriſt, in which the Divine, and Humane Nature with all irs changes of |Þ 


Life, and Death ſtand, and ſublift together. Can any thing be deformed in 
Beauty itſelf? Can any thing be Unlovely, where the higheſt, and pureſt 


Lovelineſs ſhines thorow all, and over all? What muſt the Harmony, what . 


mult the amiableneſs, and agreeableneſs be ; j how exact, and raviſhing, asin 
Heaven itſelf there, where the Supream Unity, the molt Sacred Unity of one 
of the moſt bleſſed Perſons in the All-glorious Trinity, diftuſeth itſelf thorow 
zl! the variety of things, Divine, and Humane, of Soul, and of Body, bind- 
ing up all by itſelf immediately into the moſt perfect, and Divine Order, and 
gathering up all into one moſt perfe&t, and Divine Perſon in ufelft? How 
High, and Glorious is the Triumph of Divine Beauty over the deformity of 
Death, when thus the Eternal Beauty itſelf dies, dreſſing itfelf up in the 
Forms of Death, and giving to Death its own moſt lovely Face, which en- 
flames the higheſt Angels, and God himſelf with Eternal, and Infinite Loves? 
In the place of Deformity, what potent, what attra&tive charms of Loveli- 
neſs hath this Death to ravith Souls into the boſom of it, which are thus to 
die by a Fellowſhip with the Lord Jeſus, as he dies ? | 

4, ThelaſtEvil in theCorruption of Death is the decay,which is aTenden- 
cyto aNothingneſs, aPrivation,the deſtruction of the being of things, or to a 
contrariety to'all good in Being. This is that darkCave,that bottomleſs Par, out 
of which, like the ſmoak of Hell, like gaſtly, black, and flaming apparitions 
from Hell, the deepeſt, and darkeſt ado, the moſt diſmal Horrours, 
and the moſt horrid Imaginations from the ſenſe,and fear of Death iflue forth, 
and cover the face of the Soul, as pitchy, and ſtormy Cloudscover the Face 
of Heaven. How does the dying Soul dread to be caſt forth into the utter- 
moſt Darkneſs to be diſpoſſeſt of itſelf rogerher with all things ? To be end- 


lefly ſinking in an abyſs, or bottomleſs deep of a vaſt emptineſs, and a cheer- | 


leſs, formleſs ſhade ? to be no more 2 or to be in the midſt of all the wounds, 
and torments that Being is capable of ? to be conſuming ſo, as ever to wiſh 
it as the only medicine of ones evil, and ever to fear it, as the greateſt of all 
Evils, as the moſt incomprehenſible Evil, to be no more ? 


How ſweet, and delightful was the Triumph of our Lord Jeſus over this | * 
Monſter, which ſtands wi:h ſo grim,and frightful a look in the Gate of Death? | 
O Corruption ! O Decay ! O DeſtruCtions ! where is, your Victory 2? Jeſus |: 
Chriſt comes into the empty, and obſcure ſhades of Death with the fulneſs |: 
% of þ* 


NT 
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of the Godhead with all the Lights of the Divine Nature, of Argetical, and 
created G!ories, of Heaven, ahd Eternity, with their full fplendours ſhining 
rogether 21} at Once in the Unity of his Divine Perfon. This Perſon, which is 
the Fulreis, thar filleth ail in all, which 1s the Brightneſs that ſhineth eternally 
in the Divine Eflence, now filleth the whole ſpace 0: Death, now enlighteneth 
ir thorough-out,-now b: cometh the ſtage, and Scene of Dzarh, ſupporting it 
on his del:cious Boſyum,bueunding it with h's bright, and bliſsful Bezms. Where 
is the emotineſs, where is the ſhade, where 15 the bottomleſs Pic of Dread, & 
decay in Dearh ? They are all ſwallowed up mto ſhining, full, & fubſtancial 
Glorys m this 'T'riumpi of our Saviour over Death. Theſe are the Evils of Cor- 
ruption in Dearn , over which Chriſt triumphs, 

See row the height of this Triumph. Thou wilt not ſuſer thy Holy One te 
ſee Correepticn. Jetus Chriſt paſleth ſv trivmphartly through the Regions of 
Death. thar Corruprion loſeth not onely irs force, but irs appearance «7 his 


preſence. Jelus Chriſt ſeeks for the piace ot Cqrruption, and finds it no more. 


Thou, O God, wilt not ſuffer thy Hoaiy One tage Corruption. The God- 
head itſelf, the Divine Perſon of Chriſt, rhe Divi Nature inſep2rab'e from 
that Perſon goes before the Lord Jeſus,as a Guide, when he paſſerh through 
this waſte Wiiderneſs, It cometh behind him, as a Rearward of Glory. It 
encompaſleth him on every {ice with 1ts higheſt BrightneſJes,and Blef{edneſles, 
It fuffereth him to ſee nothing bur Itſelf on every fide of him. The I1ving, & 
ſhining Glorys of his God-head zre Light,and Eyes ro his dead Body in the 
Grave. With theſe,and with theſe alone his Divine Perſon now looketh forth 
thorough his Body in the Grave, thorcugh the Grave, to the utmoſt bounds 
of the Regions of Death. In this Light, to theſe Eves all things near at hand, 
and afar off throughout, are a ſhinivg Proſpect of Living Beauties ro Eter- 
nity. This Divine Light, and thefe Divine Eyes, are a Divine Flame, which 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an Eye break up all Shades of obſcurity, 
fill all ſpace with their own Brightneſles, transform all Shapes even Corrup- 
tion, and Death into the ſime Divine Forms with themſelves to the utinoft 
bound of chings. Thus God ſuftererh not his Holy Oe to fee Corruption. 

2. The ſecond parts the manner of rhe 'I'r1:1mph : the Triumph of Life 
is exprefled in thoſe words ; Thos ſhalt ſhrw we the Park of Life. There 
are here two remarkab!e Triumphs over Death, 1 Liie in Death ; 2. The 
ſight, and Triumpkant ſinſe of this Lite. | | 

i. Life in Death is dcclared by the Path of Life, which 5 made for the 
Lord Jeſus thorough Death. Neah w:th his dear Reltions, and all kinds of 
Creatures kept dry, and ſafe in the Ark,while the fountains of the great Dee 

re broken up from below, and the windows o: heaven were opencd from 
above to cover all things with a Fioodoft \Warters ; the Chiltren of Ir ae] fn 
the Land of Goſhen, wh re there was Light, and Rivers of Water,while dark- 
r.6 vas upon the whole Lond of Egyp;,und the Prycrsm it were turned inro 
| Rrr : 2 
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Blood; the Children of 1/rael paſiing in a dry path thorough the Red Seg, 
which overwhelmed the E: yptian King with his whole Army ; the Three 
Children with the ſ{imilitude of the fon of God walking in the m'dlt of the hery 
furnace, which burnt their bands only, and devoured their encmies, which caſt 
them in; a!l theſe were Figures of Jclus Chriſt paſſing in a Path of life thorow 
Death. The Lord Jeſus himſelf in his Heavenly,& divine form, as he is the Eflen- 
tial Image of his Father is lus own W ay,and Life thorough Death .'This is the 
Fountain of Life, and Eternity irfelt. This hath all Lives bound up in one, like 
thoſe innumerable Beams, which pour torth themſcives through 2ll things 
in Heaven, and on Earth, united in the ſun, Here Lite riſeth up in its great- 
ft Fulneſs, in its freſheſ},pureſt, and ſweeteſt Streams, where all the ſtrengths, 
cauties, and Joys of Life are at their greateſt heighth. Thus the Godhead 
in irs Eſſential Image ſtands in every part, and point of the Humane Nature 
of Chriſt-dying, or dead, Thus it ſtands In every ſtep, and point of its Way 
through Death. 'Thus itmakes it all,as a Foantain and Flood of Lite. As the 
Milky way in Heaven, where innumerable Stars mingle their Beams into one 
Path of Light: Such isthe Way of Chriſt in Death,which is all a mixture, or 
contexture of the innumerable Beauties, and ſweetnefles of Life rifing up freſh 
from the innumerabtie ſprings or Life in the Boſom of this Heavenly Image, 
which is Eternity, and the Divine Eflence it ſelf in its own fub{tantial Forip, 
2. The Triumphant fight,and ſenſe of Life acompanys the Lord Jel:1s in this 
Path of Life thorow Death; as is ſignified by thoſe words, Thou fu't New 
me, or make me to know the Path of Life. As a Princely Bridegroom !c2dim g 
his Royal Bride in his hand thorough delightfui walks, when the ſpring is "tl 
its prime, makes her to obſerve all rhe delights in the Walks, ſaying to her; 
ſee, how pleaſantly all things look ; how ſweetly Heaven and Earth ſmile 
one upon another ; how lovely the leaves, and bloffoms are upn the Trees, 
the graſs, and the Flowers upon the ground ; how pleutinty the birds fing in 
every buſh; how pure, and ſweet the air 1s ; how bonuti:al the year 1s now : 
T'h:1s God the Farther lealis Jeſus Chrift;thus the Divine Nature in the br:ght- 
neſs of its Giory leacy the Humane Nature thorough the Pach of Lite in 
Death, as a heavenly Bryidegroom its deareſt Brice. He lo tk: forth upon him 
with a flaming eye of Love, he ſaith to him ; beho!d 4ncowv and large profpet 
of Divine Lights, and all the Brauries of Life in Death; with whar ſpicy 
ſiveetneſs, and immortal periumes the Spirit of Lite, and Love, as the Air 
of Paradiſe, an4 Heaven ſelf breaths up>n all things here ! 1:07 do Heaven, 
and Earth, the uncreated and the creatcd Image of things rcfle&t the ſ:me 
Beauties,and {weetnefſes one upon another, | ke the Living F cc, and the Face 
in a Chryſtal Mirrour ? How do all glories in their lovelyeſt Furms, & rich«ſt 
Varieties, looking down from above, ſpruuting forth, ard biotloming from 
beneath, meet and kiſs each other? How do Angels, how do Immortal, and 
ſhining Spirits ſpring, and ſing every where ? How doth the Shade of Death 
f | itſelf 


] 
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ifelf,nvingling ifelf with alt theſe, lirrov ding this Divine Light,& at the ſame 
time ſurrounded by ir, give a ſyicmn (weetn! ing;and heightning to all,ltke the 
Baſe ſtring to the Mulick of a Lute, making Dcah it (cf another Heaven d:- 
(tink from the Heaven after Death, and Fi ending with it for delightful- 
1 eſs? Tas God the Father maketh Chriſt to fee the Parh of Light in Death. 
J- T'he third part in the manner of the 'I'r1umph, the Pleaſure; In thy 
prel: nce are jy p.caf.ntmdiwys, arc vt thy right hand — for evern ore. 
Thrice picaſin things are © ber prefen ned in one: 'The Seat of Plca- 
(ure: t. T ne Perfection; The Perpctunty of Pleafares 
1. The Seat of Picaſure is is cha Preſence, and right hand of God. The 
Pence * in Hebrew is the Face of God. The Son of God, The Erterns! 
Word, the Etlential F _-_ of God, and the Brightneſs of cl Glory, is the 
Face of God. B-hold then art Fain _ Pel,ved, yea thou art ['lea/ant, or 
Bed is green ; faith the ſpouſe in the Caniicles to Jeſus Chriſt, He is that E- 
ternal Form, and naked face of rhe Godkcad where all the Pleaſantneſics of 
the purelt Beauties, Loves, and Joys, firſt ſpring, flouriſh and feat them- 
ſelves. His Ci ack there'orein the ſame Book are ſaid 10 be the Garden- 
beds of ri:e moſt. fragrant Spices, and perſumed Flowers, where the higheſt 
Bc -auties, and the higheſt {weertneſles are born, and marricd one to another, 
and bring torth an endleſs race of Loves, and Delights. "This Face of God, 
in wich all Lovclinefs, and Loves thus ſhine, and fame together 1s allo ſet 
with {9 many eyes,which ccnrinually behold,and rejoyce mn their own Beauties 
and Plcaſantnetles, This Face,this Form of God 1s the Perſon, which ſubſiſts in 
theHumaoNarure ofChriſt k: thSoul & Body,which in idelf gives a ſubſiſtence 
to the who'e Humanity of Chritt hving, and dying. Thvs 35 17 in the Grave 
and in the dead Body of Chriſt, rhe fc _ of all Pleafantnefles, the Throne of 
divine Beauty,6 04 'Love in Death.lt is alſo as a thouſand never ſleeping, never 
ſfumbring cyes, m this bleſſed Body, with which it amb =o contem- 
plates in it ſelt this Erernal face, and Form of God, this feat of Pleaſantneſles, 
which is its own Perfon, its own {{!f in its verſona! Unity, and fub{iflence, 
The right hand of God is the G2d! zead in the ltrenpth, at the heighth of 
Love, Powerg Majeſty, and Glory, as it 1s above all heavens. Here are 
P:caſurcs m their proper fear, in their 6 crearcſt torce, and fulneſs, 25 they tran= 
ſcend the joys themſelves of all created "Heavens. At this 11ght hand of God 
is Jeſus in theGrave.By this right hand of God, which hats alt pct :\ures ever 
iriending it, was he plcuſantly led rhorvugh the Shadow of Death: In the 
Bed oi *Death this right hand of the moſt | [ igh embraced him,that he might 
— 1 there in the midſt of ; all tive Plc al1res of this Right Hand of his. 
. The PerfeAtion of Picaſures 1s expreit by thele two names n Pleaſante 
flee ard Pleaſures. Pleafantneſlcs arc the Ot; jet of _celigh r, or Pleaftres in 
the obje '&. Plealures are the Delights hkonfeives in the 700 TION, inc J ny ment 


'of thoſe objects, or P.cafures in tncir S: ics © = he Sul bject, and the Ob Jjeer— 
Ree 1 Wing, 
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un;ring, and'mingling, and transforming themſelves variouſly by their ya- 

rious mixtures in their union into one mutual life, and Form of Beauty, and 

Love, make Pleaſure, and delight. You have here all Pleafantneffes m the 

Fece of God, «nd lo all Pleaſurcs at the Right Hand of God. 

The Lerd Jefus dying, and in death beholds rhe Face of God. In this 
Face he at once beholdsall pleatant forms and Forms of Pleaſantneſs, the plea- 
ſantnek ofal! Forms among M:n,& Angels in their firſt & higheſt Patterns, to 
which the moſtG!orious ſpeEtacies,and ſpirits of Men,or Angels,are obſcure Sha- 
dows and faint imitations; In this face he behoideth pleaſant Forms, INCoMPres 
zenfible for variery; and Glory, which never Caſt any the leaſt ſhadow of 
themſelves, nor were capab'c of being in the leaſt degree imitated in the high- 
eſt of created excellercics. Death itſelf is a divine Marriage-bed, in which 
Jeſus Ch iſt receives all theſ- pleatant Forms into h 3 Bofom, as Lights of Glo- 
ry ſhining thitkjthorow, the Criſtal Temple of his pure, and facred Body 
in this Nigkt vi his Divine Death. He be.reth in his cead Bully the imprel- 
G5ns, and Figures of them ail with the Heavenly ſubltances thcaſei ves m thele 
- Impreſlions, and Figures like a {cal of Gold hxed on Virgin-wax ; his dying, 
and dead Body is transformed into one Life, and Fornewith thoſe Original 
Forms of Pleaſantnetles, being embraced by them, as by a D:vine flame, 
which makes it one pure flame of Pleaſantneſs, and Pleaſure with itſelf, 

3. The Perpetuity of the Pleaſure; Ar thy right hand are Pleaſures for 
evermore. "T'wothings are here ſignified. T1. The continuation ot Pleaſures 
in the Perſon 0: Chriſt without any interruption : 2. The endlefncſs of thoſe 
Picaſures, Jeſus Chriſt ſaith to his Father in one Place, thou leadeſt me by 
thy right hand, "The Lord Jeſus was ever led by the right, hand of the Fa- 
ther out of Heaven into the Virgins Womb, out of the Womb into the 
gloomy Light of this World, thorow this World, thorow Death, and the 
Grave into Heaven again. Thus was this blefiec Perſon ever at the r'ght 
hand of his Fether, that is, at the right hard and Fountain of Power, Majeſty, 
Love, Life, and Pleaſures, in the Womb, on the earth, on the Croſs, in the 
Grave. So was the Path of this righteous ore a ſhining Light of divine Plea. 
ſures u11.terrupted thorow a'l theſe thick ſhades of the blackgf darkneſs. 

There is 0::e thing more 1n the Curation of Chriſts Pleaſures ſigrified in 
the laſt Verſe of this Pla!m above a!l this. The Lord faith to his Father, all 
P'eaſartrefies are 3n thy Face. Beho'd here in one undivided point the full 
Circle of Ecernity, ard that an Ereriity of Pleaſures ; 'The Face of God with 
all P'eafar:tr cies in it, Eternity imp'yes three things; 2. the Fuſneſs of all 
Bei”g, 2. the utmoſt|\heighth of being; 3. the undividedreſs. In this 
Time falls below Eternity, that it 1s a contracted, ſucceſſive Shadow. 

The Face of God, which is his Efſential Image, and ſubſtantial Form, the 
Gnd Head itfe!f in the ſecond Perſon in the Trinity, which is our Lord Jeſus, 
is this Etervity, This/35 that Perſon, which was Man, was Fleſh, hung on 

. the 
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the Croſs, and lay dead in the Grave, No more could the Lord Tefus be” ſe- 
parated frum the Face of his Father in ary part of his Soul, or Body in any 
ſcaſon, either of Life, or of Death, than a perſon can be ſeparated from itlelt, 
or the Lord Jefus be divided from the Second Perſon in the Tr.nity, Tho: 

row every ſtate, thorow the molt cloudy days, and the moſt winpeſtuous 

Nights the Face of God, the Son of Eternity went along with the Lori Teſts 

ſhining upon every Cloud, ai d Storm, ſhining thorough al', giiding «ll with 

the Joys, and Glories of Heaven ſelf, In this Face, as in the undivided Cir- 
ce of Eternity always, at once, in every moment, and caſt 0: his cye ke law, 

pulleſt, and enjoyed all peaſantnefſes. In this Face of his Father, which is 

the Light of Eternity, he faw his own Faceas he palſed thorow all changess: 
Even then when he cried out, thar he was torſaken by his Father, he beheid 

this forfaking of him, bimſe!t thus forſakei® in this Glaſs the face of bis Father 

in the mialt of all Pleaſantrefles, one of the Pleaſantnefles, one with «}l the 

Pleaſantneſſes there, "The Argels thar take care of Children here below in 

the midſt of this their work on Earth, ever bcho!d the Face of the Father 

in Heaven. How much more is it true of that Perſon who is the Face of the 

Father, who is one Efſence and Subſtance with the Father, who unites the 

Humane Nature, to the Divine Nature in the Unity of this Perſon? Shall 

not he much more ſee the face of his Father in Heaven, whe he is on Earth, 

or in the Grave, ſerving the little Children of his Father, his younger Brethren, 
as their good Angel? This Face,in which a'l Pleafantneſles are at their fulneſs, 

at their heighth, was that Joy ſer before Jelus Chriſt upon the Croſs, for which 

he en-ured the Croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame. 

I ſhal! row conclude this diſcourſe of our dying, and dead Saviour, of his 
ſacred Body living, and. immortal in Death with thoſe four thi gs which 
were too worderiu! for Solomon; the way of a Ship upon the Sea ; of an 
Eig!e in the Air ; of a Serpent upon a ſto'e,or a rock; of a man with a maid,. 
or, as it is in Hebrew, in a maid. The moſt learned Jews reach us to un- 
derſtand this, as the Myſt:-ry of the Meſſiah. The mcſt learned of the 
Chriſtian Divines give us ſuch a Gioſs as this upon ir, while they make this 
place from the authority o* the Jews themſelves to prove againſt them, thar 
the Meſitah was to be born of a Virgin. I. The Man in the Maid 1s the Hea- 
venly Man in Womb of the Virgi.2.T he Ship upon the Sea is the Humane 
Nature in its Union with the Divine Nature,Sailing along in its courfe of time, 
and life here below upon the Sea of Eternity. 3.The ferpent upori the S:0 © or 
the Rock, is the deep, and Glorious wonder of Death in the Perſon of 
Chriſt, who 13 the Rock o: Eternal Life, and God himſelf, who lives 
for ever. 4. The Fagle in the Air is the Humane Nature riſen, and 
aſcending in the Spirit to the right hard of the father above all Heaven 
to the utmoſt heighths of all Joys, and Glories of the D:vine. Nature, 'and. 
Eternity. | 
| Before- 
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Befare I leave this Subject, 1 will point out one Uſe and Application of it. 
When a Voice came with 'Thuncer to the Lord Jcſitz, deciaring Love and 
:Gicry from on high upon him; Jeſus Chrilt fath to his Difcipies, Z* 25 Viice 
came not for my ſake, but for yours. In like manner theſe giorivus things 
arc ſpoken of Chritt in his life, and in his death, not for himfelt only, but tor 
all his Saints. Chriſt, and all the Saints, are one ſeed. 'To that one feed, to 
all the Saints in Chriſt, 66 Chriſt in kimſe!f, and 19 a!l his Saints, are ail the 
Promiſes made, # 

All thoſe pleafant things which we have ſpoken of Jeſus Chriſt, and of his 
holy Body, in Death, are true of him, as his Humane Nature 1s jopned to the 
Divine Nature in one Divine ani} Erterral Perſon, which 1s the moſt High 
God. "The ſame things zre true 11 us a!ſo, who believe in him, by that Mylti- 
cal Union, which joyneth us to the” Lord Jeſus in one myſtical Perſon and in 
the Unity of that Spirit,] which is alſo the moſt high God, ore with the Fa- 
ther, and the Son. _ + 

While we live, as Saints by the Faith of the Lord Jeſus, we live not, but 
Chriſt liveth in us, we live, and we are Spiritual only, as we are Spirits, the 
Birth of the Eternal Spirit, and one Spirit with the Lord Jeſus in his Reſur- 
rection from the Dead ; All th ngs in Heaven and on Earth, of Soul, and 
of Body, of Life, and of Death are Spirir, and Life to us. , 

It isrue, that while we /live on Earth, a fleſh'y Spirit, a Heſhly Image, in 
which Satan hath his Throne, have a part in us, not as our true ſelves, but 
as our diſguiſes, our diſeaſes, our enemy, as evil Dreams in our ſleep. "Theſe 
often prevail over the Spir:tual Man m us, and captivate us to many finful 
Luſtz, tears, and Grief ,But ſtill the Spiritual man in itſelf, which is our 
true ſelf, puts them under its feet, and makes them Captives to the Light, 
Love, and Immortality of the Spirir. The Sp'rit in us is like the Sun, 
which, when we think it under a Cloud, or eclipſed by the Moon, is fo only 
ro cur Earthly Light, but in truth, and to it{*f it 15 upon its own 'Throne 
ot Light triumphantly |above the Clougs, and the Moon, comprcheading 
them in the brightneſs of 11s own Glory. 

Put beſides this, in the moment of Death this fl:ſhly Spirit, and Image is 
for ever caſt out of all power, and rule in a Sainr, and is entircly ſubdued 
to that pure, and Heavenly Spirit, which is the rrue Saint, which now with- 
cut any interpoling vail'or interrupting interval perpetually fces the glorious 
Face of J-ſus Chriſt in it ſelf,wh:ch 1s one Spirit with him, and the Glorious 
Face of the Father in Jeſi1z Chriſt, 


Yea one advanrage of unexpretiible Joy, and Glory hath the death ofa 
® .* + obo, h of Chriſt. 'T'he Deagh of Chritt had all the ſtings of 
1 a 


" 't anv creature ever telr, orcan feel, the guilt of S'n, 
\Vrath of the Father; all the Powers of Hell in 

Sl cal bois and x94 \!] rhete ſtings are taken out of the death of a 
| Saint. 
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cath. Chriſt is riſen, all the Powers of evil ſubdued, captivared, and chang- 
ed into myſteries of eternal Light,and Love in the Glorjhed Perſon of Chriit, 
by the Virtue of his Reſurre&tion, A Believer hving, and dying ſtands in 
the Reſurrection of Chriſt, is riſen with him, in him. A Believer is marred 
to Chriſt as he 1s riſen from rhe Dead. His Life, his Death thorouzbour all 
things of them both, are Divine Fruits of this marriage-bed, brovght forth 
in the Boſvm of G3d, to Gad. | 

Breek forth then, O ye Saints, into ſinging, both living, and dying, tune 
your Ja breath ro this ſong of the Lamb, and fay like him; T have ſer my 
plorified Feſus, my Heavenly Bridegrecem and the Father in h:m befcre me. 
My glorified Feſus, my Heavenly Bridegroom, and the Father in him 1s at my 
riehs hand; therefore ſhall T not be greatly mcved, "Theretore doth my Soul 
rejoyce in Death, my Body alſo ſweeriy reſts in the Grave, as in a Marriage- 
bee, in the midſt of all Divine delights, 8s Flowers of Paradiſe ſtrewed upon 
it. It reſts in the Bofom of my glorified Jeſus my hope. This fweer, and 
fire hope is he, that will never leave my Soul in the ſtate of Death ; nor ſuf- 
fer his Holy One, his ſpouſe, this Soul, or this Body, which he hath «ſpouſe, 
as chaſt Virgins ro himſelf, ro ſee Corruption. No, no; my Bride-grocm, with 
all his Lights of Glory, and the Father of lights in him, will accompany this 
Darling-Soaul, and Darling-Body, his pair ct Doves, which are to him as his 
two cy«s, through Death, and the Grave, There will he, filling a'l thr gs 
ryand about me with his ſhiting Beauties, make me to ſee rhe Path of Lite, 
& Immortality, a'l compoſed of innumerable Angels of Glory,or the innume- 
rable Giones of the Godhead, as the Milky way in Heaven 3s faid to be 
compoſed with innumerabie Stars thick fer. "Thorow all the thades of Death 
ſhall 1 beho'd ll pleaſantneſles in his Face ſhining forth upon me with a freth 
Glory, as a new Sun turning thoſe Shades into a flowry, and perfumed Ar- 
bour in the Heavenly Paradiſe, I fhall be continually at his right hand, 
where pleaſures are tor evermore. without mixture,interruption, or end. Thus 
is his right hand, which is the he'ghth and Fountain of Lite, and Pleaſure, 
the beginning of my Lite, my ſtrength, and guide in my way, my end in 
Death. 

We have finiſhed the anſwers to the obj:&tion againſt the Immortality and 
Glory of the Body of « Saint together with the Soul in Death, which was 
taken from the Body itſelf, and ftrengthened by the particular confidera- 
tion of the Budy of Chriſt in Dcarh, and in the Grave, We have fintſhed 
the diſtinction between the two Bod.es, the Body of Death in a Saint, and 
the proper Body of a Saint, which 1s an inſeparable Member in the Spiritual, 
and Heavenly Body ot Chriſt, and the "T'cryple of the Holy Ghoſt, as the 
Soul is. 

We come now to the laſt objetion, taken from the reſurrection of the 
Body it the laſt day, which ſeems to be without any ſenſe, if our Bodies be- 
come Glorious and Immortal at our Death, 'Thas 
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- This Obj-ftion is anſwered by the diſtinCtion of thre? eminent ſteps, or de. 
grees in the reſurrection from the Dead. I (hull. tzke my grouad, upon 
which I ſhal} build this\anſwer, and diſtinftion from Sr. Fohn Chap. 11, 
. 25. theſe are the words.of our Lord Jeſus in that place; I am the Re/ur- 
refticn, end the Life. He, that lives, and believes in me, ſhall never die. He 
that believes in me, though be were dead, vet ſhall ke live. "The Lord Jeſus is 
here comfo:ting Martha mourning over her dead Brother: He propounds to 
her the comfort, and Joy of his Reſurrection. Thy Brother, ſaith he, ſhall riſe 
again. Thar, which would have been a preſent, and powerful Joy looked 
upon with a Spiritual cye/n a Light of Glory, becomes ro Martha a faint, 
and fur diſtant Joy, while ſhe looks upon the ReſurreCtion a great way oft, ar 
the end of the World. So\ſhe an{wereth the Lord Jeſus : Na, Lord I know, 
that my Brether ſhail riſe again at the laſt Day. The Lord Jeſus ſcattcreth 
this Cloud of Flcſh by ſhining out upon Martha inthe Brightneſs and G!-ry 
of his Heavenly, and D.vine Perſon,as that Inviſible and Eternal Sun,whichis 
at once the Fountain, anl Treaſury of all Lights, Lives, and Forms of things 
in a ſtate of Perfection, and unchangeablenels. The Lord, as he ſhineth out 
upon her annointeth the eyes of her mind with his Spirit, an the Light of his 
appearance,to ſee him,as he is in the fulneſs of Glory,as the fulneſs of the Glo- 
ry of God, and of all-things dwelieth in him, as he 1s the ſame, and all things 
in him are the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. 7, ſaith he, am the Re- 
ſurreTion a1 the Life. The latter of theſe is the cauſe, and demonſtration of the 
former. Ir will nor ſcem ſtrange to him, who ſeeth the Lord Jeſus to be the 
Life: f all things, % all things in their moſt exact diſtin&tion to be living per- 
fe&tly, and Eternally inhim, in the valt, and unbounded Circle of the Unity 
of his Perion, and Spirit, as 1n a ſecret Paradiſe, a Field of Light, and bliſs 
above the Heavens, and yet invilibly preſent every where ; that he ſhoul] 
at his Pleaſure bring torth things, which have difappcared here by Death, in- 
t new appearances, as Refurrections from the Dead, and preſent them again 
to o:ir eye inthe ſame Forms,in which they before converſed with them, not 
' a3 Pnantalins, or as empty Appar.tion*, bur real, and Subſtenrial. Thus to 
Mar: ha inlightned by this Spiritual Viiton of Chriſt, ir was eafie to under- 
ſtand,rhar Jeſus Cirilt coutd give her Brother Lazarus again out of his Grave, 
living, inioker Armscven at that preſent time. | 

Having thus cleared/my ground for my enſuing diſcourſe by the opening 
of tte words, 1 proccea to my Giſtinction of a threefold eminent degree in the 
Refurre+twn trom the Dzad, 

I. The firſt eminent ſtep, or degree in the Reſurreftion from the dead i; 
Regeneration, which {igniheth a new birth, a ſecond birth, ro be born again 
of God, alter the Death of that Life which we receive from him by our fill 
Generation, as Sons of God by the Creation, 

2. The Sccond eminent ſtep,or degree in the RefurceCicn from the Dead 
3 the Natural Death. « 'Te 


” 
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l 93. The laſt eminent ſtep, and degree is the ReſurreCtion of the Dead at 
the laſt day. | 

1. ſhall begin with the firſt of theſe,that rhe difference between theſe th-ce 
Refurreftions may more clearly appear. I ſhall lay it down um the form of a 
Doctrine, 

Do&t. Regeneration 18: a ReſurreQtion from the Dead. St Paul clearly fo 
exprefleth it Eph. 5. v.14. wherefore, he ſaith, Awake thou, that ſleepeſt, and 
ariſe from the Dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee Light. Behold three things 
here. 1. A Sleep. 2. The Awakening from this Sleep. 3. The cauſe of Awaken- 
ing. 

_ Here 1s a ſleep; Thou that ſleepeft. Every man in his Natural ſtate is a 
divine Spirit, an Immortal Soul , an Image of God, a Son of God in a deep 
Sleep. The Natural Sleep is defined to be a perfeCt ligation, or binding up 
of all the ſenſes outward, or inward. But this is an unnatural Sleep, into 
which we are caſt by the Enchantments, and Power of the Devil. Ir is the 
Sleep of Sin. O man, all thy ſenſes and faculties, outward and inward, 
which were true, pure, and divine, in the Similitude of God, whilft they were 
awake, and at liberty, were continually feaſted with divine Objects, they 
pollefled, and enjoyed a Paradiſe in themſelves. But how are they now fallen 
aſleep, how are they bound up ? "Thou now no more. ſeeſt, heareſt, taſteſt, 
feeleft, underſtandeſt, enjoyeſt any ſweet beam of truth, any thing of the 
Harmonious Muſick, of the delicate Reliſh, of the ſoft Embraces, of the im- 
mutable, all-ſatisfying Reality, and Subſtance of pure Love, pure Light, pure 
Beauty, pure Juy, pure Goodneſs, Every thing pleafant. every thing Real, 
every thing Divine 1s to thee, as 1f it were.not at all: Yeris not thy ſeep 
quiet. All this, which thou ſeemeſt to thy ſelf, to hear, to ſee, to underſtand, 
to converſe with by any of thy ſenſes, or faculties, is a Dream in thy {leep, a 
delufive, a defiling, a melancholy Dream, where falſe, and hithy ſhowes 
of Pleaſures are mingled with tumultuous diſquiets, confuſions, torments 
fears, and Horrours. - | 

"This Sleep is the Sleep of Death, not a Natural, and momentany Death, 
which is a meer ceſſation of Life with a reſt from ail its troubles, bur a living 
Death, the ſecond Death, a Hell;jh Death, the Death of damned Sp nits. Thus 
are Sleep and Death joyned here ; Awake thou that ſleepeſt,and ſtcnd up from 
the Dead. This Sleep is a true Death, and this Death 1s truely a Sleep, a liv- 
ing Death, or an unquiet Sleep full of evil Dreams. 

2. The ſecond iy is the Awakening. 'The Awakening out of this Sleep 
is alſo a Reſurrection from the Dead. Awake thcu that ſleepeſt, and ſtand up 
from the Dead. This is the Regeneration, or new Birth, by which th2 ſoul 
is raiſed up from the Sleep, and Death of Sin into the Light of Lite, and 
Immortality. 

3. The third thing is the cauſe of this Awakening 3 And Chriff ſhall give 
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thee Light. 4nd, here ſignifies, as much 'as, For, by a common Hebraiſtn, 
Thus you are to read it, Awake thou thar fleepeſt, and ſtand up from the 
Dead, for Chriſt ſhall give thee Light. This will be plain, if you look to thar 
Scripture, from which this is taken I/aza. 60. 1. wv. Arife, ſb-ne ;, for thy Light 
3 come, and the Glory of the Lord # riſen upon th:e. St. Paul applies this to 
the Lord Jefus, and a Sinner in the work of Converlion, or Regeneration, 
Poor Sinner, thou fleepeſt in a dark and miry Dungeon, of Senſuality, Luſt, 
Pailion, Ignorance, Unbelief, Deſpair, like Pexer ſleeping in Priſon, bound 
with two Souldiers on each fide him : fo thou {leepeſt m the dark Priſon of 
the fleſh, and this World, in the midſt of Devils, with whom thou art chain- 
ed, and bound. Thou lieſt dead in this dead Image of things, as in a Grave 
of Corruption, and Rottenneſs. Behold the Lord Jeſus full of the Beauties 
of Holineſs, full of the unſearchable Riches of Divine Love ſhineth upon thee 
with a Light of Glory, He, who is the Light and Glory of God, of Hea- 
ven, of Eternity, as he ſhineth upon thee, giveth thee Light, infufeth this 
Light of Glory into thee, by giving himſelt ro thee, by intuſing himſelf into 
thee, by ſpringing up himſelt within thee, as he ſhineth from without upon 
thee. "Thus he awakens thee, Thus awakened, ſtand up from the Dead. For 
Chriſt giveth rchee Light. 

The work of Regeneration, which 1s a true ReſurreCtion from Death to 
Life, will be more clearly underſtood by conlidering it in theſe four Circum- 
Rances; 1. The Life, which is raiſed again; 2. The Death;our, of which this 
Life is raiſed; 3. The Reſurrection idelf ; 4. The way of this Reſurre« 
Ction, | F wr! : 

1. The life which is raiſed again 4s twofold; 1.One Life is that of Paradiſe 
at the beginning of Tha, We had an-earthly head in Paradiſe, in whom 
we all ſtood, and ſubliſted /togerher in the Garden of Eden, or of Divine Plea» 
ſures. There we were clothed with a Divine Image,and enjoyed a Divine 
Life. We were made 1a. the {imilitude of God, and lived a lite like to that 
of God himſelf St. Paw] ſpeaks of this Life, Row. 7.9. v. For I wes aliug 
without the Law once. 1.know that this Scripture, s generally |applied ro the 
convincing, and the condemning Power of the Law. So St. Paul is under- 
ſtood here-t o-fpezk of that Life of Pleaſure, and ſatisfaction to kis own decei- 
ved mind, and fenfes, which he enjoyed in {in before he felt the work of 
the Law upon his Heart) convincing him of the Evil of Sin. But whoever 
well confiders this Scripture will very. plainly ſee, that it cannot bear this 
fenſe. For 1. The ſcope. of this place 15to ſhew that. which is expreſſed at 
the 5th. Verſe, That the Motions of Sin. are by the Law which work in our 
Members to bring forth fruit unto Death. 2. The objeCtion which is made 
at the 7th. verſe, what ſball we ſay then, x the Law ſin? can have no ground 
in any other ſenſe than this, that Sin itſelf rakes life from the Law, g. Sr, 
Pail exprelly proceeds in his reaſorung by theſe Nteps verte Sth. gth. Sin tak- 
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ing occaſion by the Commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiſcence: 
He proves that by this Argument; .for without the Law ſin was dead. The 
force of the connection makes 1t clear, that the death of fin here meant, is not 
the death in Sin with ſtupidity and ſecurity, bur a Life free from the power 
and pollution'of Sm: This 15 explained and illuſtrated by another Argument ; 
For 1-0as alwve without the Law once. While all things ſtood in the lirgpli- 
city and unity of the D.vine Image undivided, the Light, and the Darkneſs 
no where appearing as two, bur as one in one Divine Spirit, 1n one Divine 
Harmony. "There was ncthing from which ſin could rake lite. Now St. Paul 
lived, now as he, fo we lived, and all Mankind, according to our ſeveral pro- 
pertics, and diſtinct Perſons in Paradiſe,together with Adam & in Hdam,who 
was the Earthly Head, and colle&ive Body of us all, like Chriſt in Heaven: 
2. The other [ ife, which 18 raifed again in the Regeneration, is the Life of 
Heaven in Eternity. Before, and above our Earthly Head, we had a Head 
in Heaven, in Eternity, the Lord Jeſus, in whoſe Image and Similitude Adaws 
was Created to be a Figure of him. In this heavenly and eternal Head had 
we a Heavenly and Eternal Life. Our Heavenly Life in Eternity is as the 
Light; Our Earthly Life in Paradiſe as the Shadow to this Light, O thou, 
whoart now as a Dunghul covered with, and compoſed of the molt loathſom 
pollutions and defilements of Sin, who arr withered in all thy Beauries, Hopes 
and Comforts ; who art ſunk deepeſt into deſpair ; who art now no more a 
Man, ' but a Worm, the worſt of Worms, the ſeed of the Serpent; See from 
whence thou art fallen, what once thou wert ; what Lives, what Joys, what 
| Glories lie buried /in thee? "Thou wert once'a beautiful Prince, like the 
Morning'Star : "Thou wert onee the Perfection of Beauty, and Pleaſantneſs 
in the Figure, in Paradiſe, in Adam: Thou wert oncethe Perfe&tion of Beau- 
ty in-the Lite irfelf, in Heaven, in Eternity, 1n the Lord Jeſus. Whither are 
theſe Beauties now fied ? How do theſe Beautiful Lives now lie as in the 
Grave covered with the Darkneſs of Death ? "The Pſilmiſt faith to the Lord, 
That the Saints pity the Duſt of Sion, and take Pleaſure in the Stones theredf. 
O all you, who hear, and read this; In your ſelves, in each other ſee, pity, 
take Pleafure in the Ruins of the Divine Life,of the Divine Image, of Para- 
diſe, of Heaven with all their Beauties, Joys, and: Glories. Sce the Lord Je- 
ſus from Heaven looking upon them with an eye of pity, andd&ight. Let 
this be a Beam of hope to you ſhining from his face into the midlt of the 
Darkneſs of your Guilt, Defttements, and deſpair that by him theſe beautiful, 
and bleſſed Lives may riſe again. 

2. The Death out of which this Life is raiſed, is that of Sin, and of the 
Curſe for Sin. Eph. 2. 1. wv. St. Paul faith, we were dead in Sin. Hear, and 
read this, O man, with fighs, and tears, with trembling, and terrour. Thy 
Life it ſelf is now a Death, and a curſed Death ſuch a Death, as makes the dit- 
ference between an Angel in Glory, _ a Devil in Hell. 'Fhe corruptica of 
5 2 the 
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the beſt things is worſt. "The fall of the higheſt and greateſt things mixkes the 
greateſt, and moſt dreadful Ruine. The Divine Life is dead; the Divine Image 
35 fallen in thee. Thou art dead in Sin. Sin lived, and I died, faith St. Paul 
in the foremenrtioned place, A Life of Darkneſs, ſhame, Diforder, deformity, 
enmity, the Life and Image of Hell, and Devils are ſprung up in thee,and are 
become a Grave of hate and horrour which hath-ſwalloweJ up-the Life, rhe 
Imape of Love, Beauty, and Joy,of Heaven, of Angels, of God-into acurſed 
Vidtory in thee. All the ſtings and terrours of the firſt death in the ſeparation: 
of the Soul, and Body,/ are all the ſecret burnings of this Helliſh fire of the 
Death in Sin now quite conſuming the broken Relicks of the Divine Light, 
and ſweetneſs in the Fleſh, and enlarging itſelf into the ſecond Death, as into. 

an eternal Flame of Wrath, an4 torment. . 

Lcok up, oh man! ſee this whole World of theſe Heavens, and this Earth, 
as a Charnel-houſe, or a dark Vault for the Dead. See thy ſelf in this Body, 
as a melancholy Cofhn in the midſt of this Vault, where thine own Divine 
Life and Image, with ten thouſand blefled Lives, the Life of Chriſt, of Pa- 
radiſe, of Heaven, lie dead and buried. See this place in which now thow 
art, the ſmoaky porch, and gloomy entrance into Hell, like a cloudy Even- 
ing to that diſmal Night, | See thy ſelf walking here as a wretched Ghoſt 
and Shade in the midft of the Dead, in the midit of curſed Apparitions from: 
below, and thy ſelf together with all theſe, ready every moment to vaniſh 
into everlaſting Darkneſs, and Flames. This 1s the Death, out of which 
the Divine Life 1s raiſed im the firſt RefurreQtion or the Regeneration. 

3. The Reſurrection of this Life, out of this Death, is to be declared in its 
br{t ſtep, which is the Regeneration, or New-birth. The Divine Nature, which 
Les hid at the bottom, and in. the center of the Soul , lives there to itſelf with 
its Heavenly,and Earthly Image, as in the Secret of its own twofold Paradiſe, 
whereof one was never yet revealed inany Creature until Chriſt ; the other 
withdrew itſelf hither from the ſight of the Soul at the Fall. This Divine 
Nature, as to the Soul itſelf, whoſe Root it is, of whoſe Being it is the only 
Life, and Truth, les ſlain by the Life of Sin, and buried in its own Ruines 
beneath the Darkneſs, and Confuſion of the Corrupt, the Fleſhly, and the 
Hell:h Image. | 

This Divine Nature in the moment of Regeneration, or Converſion is 
new-born 1n the Soul, or, which is the ſame, the Soul is new-born into the 
Divine Nature, and comes forth with a new, agd Divine Being, into a new, 
and Divine World. Zh 

This change is called a Birth, becauſe the Divine Nature, as the Secd of 
God ſown in the Soul, diffuſerh itſelf thorough the Soul, changeth the Soul 
into one Nature, and Life with itſelf, ſo bringeth forth itſelf in the ſoul, and 
he Soul together with itſelf, in its own Divine Life, and Likeneſs. 

Fhe Eternal Spirit is the Father of this Birth, which ſendeth forth this dal 
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Sed. This Spirit is alſo the Mother. For in the naked Boſom of the Eternal 
Spirit, at once the Seed of God 1s ſown in the foul, and the Soul is ſown, as a: 
new Seed ſent forth immediately from. God, wrapt-up in the Seed of God: 
The Spirit alſo itſelf is this Seed. For fo the Lord Jeſus ſaith, 7oby 3. That 
which is born of the Spirit u Spirit. 

This New birth is faid to be from above ; becauſe it is immediately from 
God ; the Birth of God, as he is in the Simplicity of his Godhead-uncloathed.: 
of every Vail, infinitely tranſcending all created powers,and perfeGiins.. This: 
Birth is exprefled by being born again, as a ſecond Birth. For man was firſt 
born unto a Divine Light, and Image in P:xadiſe, where he a'ſo dyed to this: 
Life, and Image, unto which he is now born a ſecond time, That was a Sha- 
dow onely : 'This the Shadow, and the Subſtance both in Union. | 

'Chis Birth is alſo called a Reſurrection, and is truely ſo upon this account. 
| That ſame Divine Perſon, in his own proper,and individual Exiſtency, which 
died in Paradiſe, which ever ſince hath lien flain, and buried in the corrupt, 
finful Perſon ſprung up in its place, as ina Grave,now riſeth again. As it riſ- 
eth, it caſteth off this curſed, and Helliſh perſon as a Body riling toGlory 
caſteth off the form of a dead Carcaſs, of Rottenneſs, and duſt, recovering, 
its own proper place, and right. | 

But there is a threefold diflerence, between. tnis Divine Nature in its firſt 
Life in Paradiſe, and its firſt Reſurrection in its Regeneration, or New-birth. 
| 1. In Paradife theDivine Nature ſprung up,and appeared in a Earthy Image 

and in an Earthy Perſon, only as it a lovely ſhadow of itſelf; "The Heavenly 
Perſon, the Heavenly Image, although ir were the Root, the Truth, the Life, 
| the Fulneſs of this Shadow, yet it lay concealed beneath it, as a Vail, or as 
the Fruit lies hid in the Bloſſom. By Sin the Bloſſom falls to make way for 
this Fruit. In the new birth, out of the Ruins of the Earthy Perſon, and the 
Earthy Image, as the rending_ of the Vail, the Divine Nature ſprings up, and 
ſhines forth in its own Heavenly Perſon, and Image. "Thus that which was 
ſown by the Fall a Heavenly and Divine Shadow rifeth again by the new 
birth a Heavenly, and Divine Subſtance, which is the Shadow in its Life, and 
Truth, 

The Holy Scriptures declare this Glorious Myſtery ; 1 Epiſt. Fohn 5.6c; 
where we read, That there are three '*'which bear record iz» Heaven, the Fa- 
ther, the Word, and th: Spirit, A little after we read, That be, who believerk 
hath the record in himſelf. If a Believer hath the Record within himſelf, he 
hath alſo within himſelf thoſe who bear the Record, For a Record, or Teſti- 
mony hath all its authority; and force from the Perſons of the Witneſles, as it 
is given by them, and cometh forth out of their mouths. Behold then here 
in the moment of believing, God himſelf inthe three Perſons in their Heaven- 
ly Image, which is the Heaven of Heavens, bringing forth the Divine Na- 
zwre, as their own proper Birth, and Child in an Heavenly Perfon, and in 
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their own Heavenly Image, in which they themſelves” dwell topether with 
him, giving their Teſtimony to him, in which he believes. | 

2. Thar which was the Beauty, andthe beautiful Trhabitant of Paradiſe, 
was the Divine Nature in the Earthly: Image, and in an Earthy Perſon, which 
ſtood (ingly in a ſhadowy Joy, and G.ory, "The Heavenly Perſon, "and the 
Heavenly Image, which were the Lifeitſelt were hidden, and Vailed beneath 
this Shadow ; like the Glory of a Flower in its ſeed beneath the Earth, when 
the Plant begins firſt to appear ; orlike the ripe fruit hid in the Bloffm. 

In the New birth that Divine Perfon, and Form, which died in the Shadow, 
riſcth again in the bleſſed life, and moſt beautiful Truth of the Eternal Sub- 
tance. As the Accorn, which was firſt an Oak, being fown in the Ground, and 
dying, ſprings up again into a fair, and flouriſhing tree. Bur there is this dif- 
ference the Accorn 1s not the ſme Oak which at firſt it was, but only ano- 
ther of the fame kind. ' But here the Shadow in its new birth riſeth again in 
that Individual Perfon,and proper Eſſence of Glory, out of which it hrſt de 
fcended.. As Jeſus Chriſt faith, I came forth frem God into the world ; again, 1 
teav? the world, and go to the Father, So Saith this new-born Child of God,l 
vras before the World, with my Elder Brother in the boſom of the Father, I 
was with the Father in the boſom or my Elder Brother, one Spirit,one Hea- 
venly Image, one Brightneſs of Giory together with him. I care forth tray 
this Glory into a Shadowy fimilitude ot it, into an Earthly Paradiſe. From 
thence I fell by fin into thar Death which is my Life in this preſent evil 
World. Again through the Death of Chriſt by the ReſurreCtion of the nzw 
Birth I leave both this living Death in the World,& that Shadowy Life of Pa- 
radiſe,& return to my firſt Glory with JeſusChriſt in the boſom of the Father, 

Moreover that Earthly Image, and ſhadowy Paradiſe are not loft. "Theſe 
alfo riſe again in their Regeneration. They ariſe again the ſame Individuals, 
bur in a far diftcrent Form, and in a far differing manner of ſubſiſting. The 
Earthly man of the firſt Paradiſe is born anew, ſubſiſting in the Perſon of the 
Heavenly Man, as the Humanity of Chriſt ſubfiſted in his Divine, and Etcr- 
nal Perſon. "The Earthy Man ſprings up in the boſom of the Heavenly Man, 
It is no more now, as at; the firſt, a vail on the Sun-like Face and Spiritual 
Beauties of the Heaven!y' Pattern, and Original. But it is to it, as the freſhelt 
Beams,and the moſt Flowry Light of the Sunſhine is to the Sun, It Flows im- 
mediately from the naaked Form, and fulnefs of the Heavenly Glory, ir, is 
tranſparent to it, filled and covered with it. The Earthly Paradiſe now flou- 
riſheth in the midſt of the Heavenly Paradiſe, which fhineth all through ir, 
bringing it forth, as one Perſon, and one Spirit with itſelf, 

This is the new Heaven, and the new Earth, the Heavenly Man, and the 
Heavenly Paradife newly, and nakedly diſcovered, fo as it never before was 
in this Creation ; The earthly man alſo, and the earthly ParzGife, brought 
forth into a new. ſtate, and Glory by their Union, and fellowſhip with the 
Heavenly 
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Heavenly Man, and the Heavenly Paradiſe, as a Bride adorned by the pre- 
ſence of her Bridegroom cornng forth hke the Sun. 'Thus Jefus Chriſt makes 
all things new in the new Creature ; and brings forth the new Creature toge- 
ther with himſelf in hirnſelf, as St. Pau! ſpeaks 2 Corn. c. 5. v. If any man be 
jm Chriſt. he is a new Creature, or a new Creation. For behold, faith Chrift, I 
make all things new. 

This new birth, 4kd Reſurretion of the Heaven'y, and earthly Glories 
united in one Perſon in a Saint 1s excellently repreſented in thar torementio- 
ned place of St. Fohn. 1 Epiſt. c.5. v. Having faid, There are three that 
bear record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Spirit; be adds, There 
are three that bear record on Earth ; and ſfanh he, theſe three agree im one. The 
firſt three were one Heavenly Spirit, and Image; The laſt three agtee in 
cne Earthly Image with themſelyes, and in one Heavenly Spirit with the 
Heavenly Image and the Heavenly three. A Believer, as is before noted, is 
fad to have theRecord, or Teſtimony of theſe W itnefles in himſelf He hath: 
then alſo the Witneſſes in himſelt ; for theſe Witneſles reſtifying of themſelves: 
to the Soul are in their own unvailed perſons,and Divine preſence, the 'Felti- 
mony, the Truth of the Teſtimony, the Aythority,the Witneſles all in one. 

The fecond Trinity of Witnefles is T. the Water. 2. The Blood. 3. The 
Spirit. 14, 

Fy The Water 15 the natural or Earthly Image waſht as by a Baptiſm of 
Water from irs filth, like a piece of Gold fallen intro the dirt. The hr Cre- 
ation is expreſt 'by Water. It was a pure, and clear Sea of fineſt Chriftal, 
The Face of God ſhining forth upon this Sea of. Chryſtal at once filled it 
with the ſweet Light' of his Beams, and figured/his Beauties upon it, whick: 
Light and Figure ,were thz Light of Paradiſe,and'the Life of the firſt mari in 
it. Sin by a mixture of Earth with this pure Water folluteth it, troubleth it;, 
changeth the Light into Darkneſs, and the Beauriful Figure of the Divine 
Glory into Contulton, The clear,and (ſweet calnris now changed intoa black 
and foul Tempeſt. The new birth feparating the dark, & dehiling Earth from 
the clear, & pure Flood, gives a Reſurrection to the Divine Light,the Divine 
Form, the Earthly man in its purirics, arid the firſt Paradiſe in its Beauties. 

2, The Blood is the fecond Witneſs wyned rogether with the Water.. 
This 1s the Earthly Image heightened with a more cxceilent wathing than 
that of Water, which 1s this of the precious Blood okGod himſelf. 'This 
Blood taketh away by the vertue of Chriits Deurh. the darkneſs of the vail, 
which interpoſeth between the naked Glories of the Heavenly Image, and the 
Exrthly Image, keeping it in tne ſtate of a ſhadow only. Now this molt pre- 
cious Blood as a rich Flood of Divine Light, and Life breaks in freely, and 
fully upon the Earthly Image in its new. birth, that it is no more the ſhadow 
to that Heavenly ſubſtance, but rhe tace in the Glaſs anfivering to the li- 
ving face of the ſupream, and Eternal Beauty, Thus the Earthly Man and* 
the: 
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the Larthly Paradiſe returneth, ! and riſeth again m the Regeneration not by 
Water only, but by Blood, not as the ſhadowy Similitude of a concealed 
Beauty, but the ſhining brightneſs of a preſent,and unclouded Glory. This 
4s the ſecond Witneſs on /Earth. The Spirit is the laſt of the three Witneſſes 
in the Earthly Image. This giveth his Teſtimony joyntly in both Image, 
the Heavenly and the Earthly. This Spirit 1s the ſame in both ; the Mg. 
ther, which bringeth beth torth' from its own Eterifal \Vomb; the Life, 
which dwells in both z the Glory, which fits, and cloaths them both ; the 
Love which Eternally ſports in both, which hills both with pureſt,8 perpetual 
Pleaſures inthemſelves, & ineach other. This Spirit 1s that band of perfection, 
which by its'Heavenly,& entire Unity maks the heavenly & the earthly Image 
both one Spirit,one Life,one Glory,one Divine Perſon, one new man inChriſt 
Jeſus,in whoſe boſom they lie,mutuaily infolding each other in molt beautiful, 
and mot delightiul Embraces. Thus now is the Earthly man,and the Earthly 
Paradiſe riſen again in the Regeneration,not {ingle,bur as a glorious Bride to 
the Heavenly lmage,8 the Heavenly Paradiſe,having her Bridegroom in her 
arms,and being claſped faft in his. This is the (econd difterence between the 
Soul in its Earthly Paradiſe, and in the firſt Reſurreftion,when it is new born 
£0 a life of Grace in the place of that Life of pure nature. 

3. You have ſeen two difterences between the Life in the ſtate of pure 
-nature in Paradiſe, and the Reſurrection of this Life unto a ſtare of Grace in 
the Regeneration, or new birth. In theſe two difterences this Life, as it is 
riſen again excellerh itſelf, as it was in its pure, and primitive ſtate for the 
kind, and nature of it, after a wonderful manner, by an acccilion of the moſt 
Heavenly, and higheſt Glory together with Immortality. 

But this third difference will thew us this Lite in the ReſurreCtion as it is a 
Lifeof Grace for its preſent ſtate and degrees on Earth far inferiour unto it- 
{elf as it was putely natural in the firſt Paradiſe, 

1. The Lite of Grace in the Regeneration, or RefurreCtion is imperfe&t 
in degree,while it is on Earth, it is in ats Infancy,in its Childhood,under age, 
under Guardians, under the Tutorſhip of Angels, as St. Paul ſpeaks. Ir is 
a Life of Faith, not of clear,and compleat Fruition. It is a dying Life,a Life 
bearing the Image of Chriſt's Death, and nor yet brought forth entirely into 
the Relurrection from the Dead. Ir is a Lite ſubject tro many weaknefles by 
reaſon of its Infant-ſtate, and Childhood. Ir is a Lite in Growth, and fo 
not arrived to its perfect Stature. 

2. "The Life of Grace in this firſt ReſurreQtion is imperfect for its ſtate, 
"The Spiritual or Heavenly Man in a Believer is joyned in the ſame Perl5n 
with the Old Man, which is curſed, aud corrupt with the Child of the Curſe, 
and Corruption. The Heavenly Image, and the Earthiy Image new-born, 
Heaven itſelf, and the firſt Paradiſe riſen again, are truly in a Saint on Earth, 
do compole the true Nature, Eſſence, and Perſon of a Saint. But there are 
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joyned together with theſe in the ſame outward Perſon the Earthly Image, as 
ic is corrupty/'arid che Helliſh Image, the Earthly or fleſhly Image, as it is 
fallen, and the Helliſh Image, in which 'inſeparably do reſide the univerſal 
Corruption, and Curſe, all the powers of Darkneſs, Death and Hell. Thus 
are all the Purities, Sweetneſfles, Glories of Paradiſe or Heaven in a Saint 
mixed, and Vailed, that they can never appear intire or in their own proper 
Form, but imperfe&ly, darkly, and Enigmatically, as St Paul ſpeaks, or, as 
thoſe men, that were ſeen walking in the forms of Trees, by him, whoſe 
eyes Jeſus Chriſt had rouched the firſt time only. Thus the Spiritual Man 
in a Saint, though it have Heaven, and Paradiſe united in irſelf, yer in this 
firſt ſtep of its reſurreftion, it hath within the ſame outward perſon a con- 
tinual 12terchangeable War, and Fight with the Earth, an1 with Hell, rhe 
Fleſh, and the Devil. Sometimes it is made a Captive caſt into Chains of dark- 
neſs laid low with all its Glories in a deep, and miery dungeon, where no 
ſpark of DivineL.ight appears ; when it is aConquerour it is in the field ſtill 
where its ſweetneſs, and Glory are vailed, and ſtained, as with the duſt of the 
Earth, as with'the ſmoke of the- Fight and of Hell, as with the Blood of its 
Wounds. In the midft of theſe it is ever alarmed to new Fights, This 
is the ſtate of a Saint inthe firſt ſtep of the ReſurreCtion, which is the new 
Birth or the Life of Grace on Earth. 


Objection. Some that are truly Saints, may now ſay to us, Alas how are 
we excluded from the new birth, if they, who are new born, have Heaven, 
and Paradiſe in an Heavenly Form brought forth within them, and they 
themſelves, are after an Heavenly manner brought forth into theſe, as by a 
Reſurre&ion from the dead? How far are we nd diſcerning any thing fo 
ſweet, ſo great, ſo Glorious in our ſelyes ? 


Arſ: 1 ſhall give five anſwers to this Objection to comfort the loweſt of 
the Saints, who leaſt of all ſeem to themſelves to be ſuck. 


. 7. The Lord Jeſus lay in the Womb, was laid an Infant in the Manger, 
flept as a man, had all the Light of Heaven, Viſible, or inviſible withdrawn 
from him, being deferted by the God-head itſelf in reſpec to any ſenſible 
preſence, aſſiſtance, or enjoyment of it, died on the Croſs, was ſhut up a dead 
Corps in the'Grave. Yet in the Womb, in the Manger, in his fleep, in his 
Deſertion,on the Croſs, in the Grave, had he Heaven, and Paradiſe with their 
divineſt ſweetneſles,and fulnefſes in himſelf, he himſelf was after the lweeteſt, 
tuteſt, and Divineſt manner in Paradiſe, and Heaven. For he himſelf in 
his own Perſon is the Light, the Life, and Truth of both. All this was un- 
changeably true of him even in his Fleſh, and in his natural man, whea to 


Tre him 


4 * abate] 
- bay A 
- wr 


(505) 
himin his Fleſh, and:in his natural man-nothing of this appeared, or ſtemed 
to be at all,  'Thus may. it be with thee, O,doubting; and mourning Chriſti- 
an, who weepeſt for that. life at the Spirit, which hath Heaven, and Paradife 
in it by having Jeſus Chriſt riſen from the dead 1n it, , Fhou refuſeſt to be 
comforted, becauſe theſe are not, or rather appear not in thee.” But conſ- 
der this, and be comforted. Caſt thy eye upon thy Pattern the Lord Jeſus, 
and then ſay; Chriſt with Heaven and Paradiſe way be in me. I may be 
in Heaven, and in Paradiſe by being in Chriſt, though this appear not to 
me, Chriſt may'.be mn me, I may be. in Chriſt in the Womb, or im the 
Manger, in a deep {leep, or a deſertion upon the Croſs, or in the Grave. 
But in 'T ruth by all theſe, Heaven and Paradiſe with all their Divine ſtore, 

and furniture,riſe up in me ſo much the more Glorioully, by how much the 
more Chriſt is formed in me, and I am conformed to Chriit. 


2.Anſ.JeſusChrift in theGoſpel compareth theRKingdom of Heaven,or ofGod, 
to a ſeed of wheat ſown in the field, which cometh up firſt in theBlade,then in 
the Stalk,then in the Ear,and laſtly in the Ripe Corn in the Ear. Why doſt 
thou ſigh, O Believer, and ſay, rhar thou haſt nothing of Chriſt, of Heaven, 
of Paradiſe riſen. trom the dead, and new-born in thee, becauſe they ſhinenot 
forth in thee, and they take not thee in to fee them, to be ſeen' by them, to 
converſe,-wth them in their Spiritual, proper, eternal Forms, and Glories ? 
It may be true, that they |\may not yet be ſprung up in thee like the ripe corn 
in the car in the Ripeneſs, and maturity ot their own Spirituality.and of the 
Heavenly Image. Yet may they flouriſh in the Ear, that is, in a high and 
{weet Figure of Spirituality according to the purelt letter of the Goſpel, 
which may have the Spirit itſelf for a hidden life in it,and ready to reveal it- 
ſelf, as the perfect Fruit. | But ſuppoſe thou halt not attained to this, yer ſing 
for Joy ; the Spring and the Summer Seaſon are come; Harveſt is not far off; 
if the Kingdom of God, which 1s Chriſt, Heaven, Paradiſe all in one, and all 
in a Heavenly Glory \be come-up in thee into a Green and Living ſtalk, 
Perhaps thu art yet ſubject to the Miniſtry of the Law. Rejoyce in this,if it 
Spring from the Seed of Promiſe, if it flouriſh by the Virtue, and Life of 
this Seed forming itſelf jnto this ſtalk, although it lie vailed there. This li- 
ving Stalk, this living Miniſtry of the Law, hath not only an outward Glo- 
ry, and Luſtreupon it, but the inward Glory of the Spiritual Kingdom with- 
in it, which ſends forth this outward Life, and Luſtre, which will ir({elf alſo 
in its proper ſeaſon ſprout forth trom it. 

Doſt thou fall ſhort of this alſo, doſt thou ſee nothing in thy ſelf of Letter 
or Spirit, of Law or Guſpel, in any clearneſs of Life, or Power, by which 
thou canſt make any comfortable Judgment of thy ſelf; Are not theſe. mour- 
nings of thine, that ſence, thoſe impreſſions, thoſe defires, afteftions, endea- 
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yours, the cauſes and companions of theſe mournings, which Cotrie op fo rhick 
in the gtound of thy Spirit by day, and by night ; ate nor theſe char King- 
dom of God, that Jeſus, with Heaven, . and Paradiſe in the midſt of thee, be- 
fore thine eyes,as in theBlade,or theHerb,which can hardly be*diſterned, or 
diſtinguiſhed from .common graſs, by common «yes? In the'meah time thou 
like Mary complaineſt, that Chriſt is taken away from thee, when he ſtandeth 
| before thee riſen from the dead, and talkerh with thee chough vailed under 
the form of a Gardener. mou 

But let it bethat no'green thing appears in the field of thy Soulzit is naked; 
cold, and hard, like the Earth in Winter. Yet mourn not as one withour 
hope. This naked ground may be a flouriſhing keld of Corn in the Sum- 
mer time. This naked and hard heart of thine nay in its proper Seaſon ſof- 
ten,and flouriſh into an HeavenlyParadiſe by the ſpringing up of Chriſt in it, 
For even now in this diſconſolate & deſolate ſtate,mayGod theFather,and the 
Holy Angels from on high have their eye with” Love, and delight upon it 
from one end of the year to the other, as ſeeing Heaven and Paradiſe with all 
their own Joys and Excellencies treaſured up there in their feed, which is 
Chriſt, ſown in thee. 


2. Anſ. The Heavenly Image in thee, who art born again, while thou 
liveſt on Earth, is ſubject to various Clouds, and Storms, Ir is always in a 
conjunction with the fleſhly Image and the Spirit of the Devil. Theſe never 
ſuffer it to ſhine forth clearly, and pare; Theſe often fo cloud” it, and 
captivate it, that it can ſend forth no one ſweet beam or ſpark to enlighten 
thee to any ſenſible diſcovery of it, or warm thee with any ſenſible comfort 
init. The Law of God, which is the Law of the Spirit of Life, in which 
.Spirit the Heaven, and Paradiſe of a Saint are ſeated, is within in the inward 
man, in the mind. But the Law of Sin, which is the Spirit of this World, 
where Death, Hell and the Devil, have their place, and their 'Throge, is ſtill 
manifeſt and Powerful in thy Members, inthy outward man. What wons 
der then, if thine inward Man, like the Face of Heaven, and of an Heaven- 
ly Paradiſe with the Lord Jeſus in his Spiritaal Glory ſhining in them, as 
the Sun in its purity and ſtrength, be diſcerned by thee very weakly, and un- 
certainly, when they are to be ſeen thorough fo thick, {> polluted, fo trou- 
bled an Air of the natural Spirit in thy Members? Nay what wonder is it, 
if from the Morning of thy Life to the Evening of ir,ſuch blackneſs of dark- 
refs cover the whole Face, of theſe beautiful, and Heavenly things in thee, 
that they appear not at all to thee,although they conſtantly ſhine in the ſame 


# Glory, and move an, the ſame order in themſelves, to themſelves within thee ; 


when as ſuch Powers of Darkneſs have their ſeat in thine outward Man, 
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4+ Anſ. Thou perhaps, O afflicted Soul, with the eye of Senſe, and of 
Reaſon,by the Light of thine own Spirit,lookeſt to ſee the Kingdom. of God 
with its Joys, and Glofies, and Giorious Inhabitants in thee. Bur, theſe are 
Spiritual things, and to be diſcerned Spiritually. "They. are Spiritual Senſes, 
which alone can take-in the Divine ſweetneſles, and Beauties of this Spiritual 
Paradiſe, and Heaven, | Ir 1s the Lighr of the Spirit alone, in which they 
ſhine. forth and appear., Ir is the' Breath of the Spirit alone, which makes 
their Spices to flow forth, and give their ſmells. Thou O io Sri Soul! 
mayelt haye thy Spiritual ſenſes yet weak : Like a new-born Chil thou may- 
cft behold,and gaze upon the Light of the Heavenly Sun,and yet not winder - 
ſtand, what thar is, which thou ſeeſt, or that thou ſeelt any thing at all. ' A. 
gain, the Spirit is free, he breaths, and gives his Light, where he pleaſeth, 
when he pleaſeth, and in what degree he pleaſeth. The Garden of God 
may be in thee, thou mayeſt be in the miidlt ot this Garden, and yet notaware 
of it, becauſe it is either a dark Seaſon, where nothing appears, or a twilight 
ot the Spirit only, where the Flowers, and Plants of this Garden appear, like 
little Clouds, or dark ſpots undiſtinguiſhed. 


5 Anſ. Thereare three ways, by which the new Birth or the Refurre&ti- 
on from the dead evidenceth itſelf ro the Soul. 1. "The Seal of the Spirit, 
2. The Witneſs of the Spirit. 3. A Spiritual Inflin&t. 


1. The Sealiof the Spirit is the cleareſt, and compleateſt evidence. Of 
this you read Epb. 1,4 1 3. You are ſealed with that Holy Spirit of Promiſe. 
The Spirit himſelf, in his own perſon was the Promiſe, and is the Scal. St. 
Fohm 14. wv. 29. Jeſus Chriſt in that Chapter promiſeth the Spirirg, which 
he would fend down, when he was aſcended, to be in them. He calleth this 
Spirit the Spirit of Truth, and the Comforter. Together with the promiſe 
ot the Spirit he. promiſeth them, that he would come again to them, and that 
they ſholild ſee him, and have Joy, and that none ſhould rake this Joy from 
them; becauſe. they ſhould never mare lofe the ſight of him. He promi- 
ſeth likewiſe that at that day of the Spirit his Father, 2nd himſelf would 
come together, and fup with them, and lodge with them, "The rich, and 
glorious ground of all this ſweet myſtery of the Divine Love, and Fellowſhip 
between the Father, and Chriſt, and the Spirit, and the Saints in the Spirit, 
at the-coming of the Spirit is this: I. The bleffed Perſon of the Holy Spirit 
in the Trinity is the beautiful band of that ſweet, and ſacred Union, in which 
the two other Perſons the Father, and the Son moſt nakedly, moſt entirely 
at the utmoſt heighth of their Beauties, and Loves, poſſeſs and enjoy each 
other. The ſame Perſon of the Spirit in the myſtical, and Marriage Union 
between Chriſt, and the Soul, is that ſweet, and facred Unity, by the Virtue 
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of which the Father, Chriſt, and a' Saint in the Purity, and PerfeQion 
of all Heavenly ſweetnefles, and excellencies bchold, love, and take Plea- 
ſure in each other, as one Spirit.' By this you may ſee how the Spirit is 
the Promiſe, and the Seal and what this Seal of the Spirit means. 

The Lord Jeſus fully expreſſeth it in the verſe mentioned : At thar 
day ye ſha'l know that 1 am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you; 
This day 1s the day of the Spirit, the day of the Spirits coming 1ato the 
Soul, and appearing there. In the Revelation of this third Perſ5n the 
Ho!y Spirit, when he ſhines forth in the Spirit of a Saint; the Father, 
Chriſt, and a Saint are all ſeen together in one Glory, the Glory of the: 
Father; in the Fellowſhip, and Unity of this Spirit, which is the Spirit 
of Glory. This Union, and this Viſion takes the Saint up into itſe!f, 
fxeth itſelf 1n a Saint, difplayeth itſelf there by the- immediate Bright- 
nefs, and Glory of that Heavenly Perſon, the Spirit bimſe'f which is 
the Spirit of Truth. This is the Seal of the Spirir ; this is the Banner of 
Love. "Thus he ſets himſelf as a Seal upon the Heart of his ſpouſe, 
thus he ſpreads himſelf, as a Banner of Love over her head in his Ban- 
queting-bouſe. How clearly in this Day, in this Viſion, and Unity of 
the Spirit doth theBeloved Epoule of Chriſt ſeeHeaven and Paradiſe, ten 
thouland Heavens and Paradifes, 'new-born, and riſen within herſeif ; 
herſelf new-born, an4 riſen into the midſt of them, and enjoying theny 
all ? 

Doſt thou mourn, O dejetted Snul,- that thou haſt not received this 
Sealof the Spirit? Alas! how few have ? How hath this Seal been with- 
drawn, fince the Nations of the World received the mark of Anti-- 
Chriſt? Mourn thou together with all the Saints, for the abſence of 
the Heavenly Bridegroom in this Viſion of his Glory, and Seal of his 
Love. But mourn not as without Hope. Prefs forward to this Day: 
of the Spirit;and to theBrightneſs of the rifing of the Lord Jeſi s together 
with the Father 11pon thy Soul in the Perſon of the Spirit, which 1s the- 
Union of a!l Loves, Joys, and Glories, as all Lights are United in the 
Sun. This Day hath already dawned, ſome few have ſeen the dawnings 
of it, and rejoyced to ſte it, when it hath ſkone forth upon the tops of 
their Spirits, as the Sun in the pleafant morning of.a Summers-day gilds. 
the Tops of the Mou” tins, 


- 2. The Second Evidence is the Witneſs of the Spirit, Of this Paul 
ſpeaketh Rom. 8. wv. 16. The Sp:rit itſelf beareth Witneſs in our Spirit, 
that we are the Children of God. This Witneſs of the Spirit may be: 
more interrupted, and be accompanied in the Soul with leſs Glory, and 
a leſs triumphant Joy ; yet 1s it clear, and {eer, and ſure; although the 
clear- 
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:clearneſs, and the ſweetneſs 'have their different degrees The Wit- 
neſs of the Spirit is as the Voice of Gad in the Soul received, and ecchoed 
to by the Soul. The Seal of. the Spirit is the Glorious Face of God un. 
vailed in the Soul, and by the kiſs of its mourh Uniting ut to the Soul, 
ſo that it ſtamps its own Heavenly Image upon the Soul, and Rav'iſhing 
the Soul inte one Life, and Form of Glory with itſelf becomes its own 
Reflection there, equally embracing, and embraced, enjoying, and en. 
joyed in the Unity of the Spirit. | 
Thou, who feeſt not the Seal of the Spirit upon. thy heart, open thy 
Spiritual Ear,' hearken unto the voice of the Spirit, hearken to the voice 
of thine own Spirit, "Theſe two by a ſweet Confent, and Harmony may 
teſtihe together the Love of God in thee, Their voice may be low, 
and not to be heard in the Tumult, and noiſe of thy Fears, and Doubts, 
In the calmneſs, quietneſs, and reſt of a meek, and reſigned Spirit, hearken 
diligently, and thoumayeſt hear this low voice. Though this voice be 
low, yet 1s it clear/and ſweet. The Love, and Peace, and Joy of the 
Spirit, the Spiritof Love, Peace, and Joy himſelf are in this low voice. 


3. The third Evidence is the Inſtin&t of the Spirit, which ſeems to 
be mentioned by St. Paul, as a leſs degree of Evidence going before that 
of the Witneſs of the Spirit. Rom. 8. 15. Ne have received the Spirit 
of Adoption whereby ye Cry Abba Father. The little Lamb newly yea- 


ned, and come forth from the Dam in a great flock amongſt many Lambs, 
and Ews knoweth its own Dam, diſcerneth its call from all others, run- 
neth to'it, keepeth by its fide, when it 1s in any fear, ſecketh and ſucketh 
its Milk, and the nouriſhment of its Life from it. This is the Inſtin&t of 
Nature, which faileth not the Births of Nature. Thus every Child of 
God hath much more a Spirirual, and Divine Inſtinct, which is inſepara- 
ble from the Divine Nature init. The Spirit of God in it, when the Light 
of ' the Divine Nature is moſt obſcured, is a Spirit of Son-ſhip, or Child- 
hood in the Soul by ſecret Impreſſions leading it, inclining, and carrying 
it to God, as its Farher, giviog it a ſecret ſenſe, and diſcerning of the 
Voice of God, and of its Relation to God,as by the inſtin&t of the Divine 
Nature. Conſider th.is; ye doubring, fearful, and diftrefled Saints; conſider 
this, and be comforted. Thou haſt no clear fight of the Face of God. 
"Thou haſt no elear Teſtimony of the Love of God in thy Spirit. "Thou 
haſt no diſtin&t underſtanding of thy Union with God, or of the Nature 
of God, or of the things of God. Thou haſt. no Evidences, by which 
thou canſt ſatisfy thy own Reaſon, thorow any diſcourſe of Reaſon. But 
thou art inwardly carryed in thy defires, and inclinations to God, to 
plcaſe him, to be with him, 'Thy Soul ſecretly hings upon God, and 


clea 


(511) 
deaveth to. him. Thou inwardly longeſt, and thirſteſt toſuck in from his: 
Breaſts the milk of Spiritual Lite, Comfort, and Light. In the day of 
thy fears, and diſtreſs thine Eye looketh to God, | thine Heart cryeth, and 
haſteth ro him. The call, the voice of God in. his: Providences, ' his 
Word, and the inward myutions of his Spirit touch thine Heart, and turn - 
thy Bowels within thee. How often in the greateſt doubts, an 
diltrefles of thy Spirit, doft thou {igh forth ro God the name of Father ? 
Behold this 1s the inſtin&t of the Divine | Nature in thee. This is the 
Spirit of Adoprion, by which thou art ated, and by which thou cryeſt | 
Abba Father. Aithough thou underſtandeſ} it no more, than the Lamb - 
underſ{tandeth how, or why it is carryed to its Dam, and drawn by its 
bleatings. Go thy way then, and be no more troubled, give thy ſelf 
up to the inſtinct, and leadings of this holy Spirir within thee. "Thou 
ſhalt certainly fee the time, when the obſcure ſmoak of the Spiritual In- 
ſtinct in thee will break up into a clear Light, and flame of a Joy un- 
ſpeakable, and Glorious, both in the "Teſtimony of the Spirit heard within 
thee, and the Seal of the Spirit ſeen upon thee, either in this Life, or in 
Eternity. | 

We read in the 2. of Chron. That Solomons Throne had a Foot-ſtool 
of Gold, and fix ſteps up to the "Throne. On each ſide of theſe ſteps 
were two Lyons, that ſupported every ſtep. Thou, who haſt the Throne. 
of the Divine Nature in the. midſt of the Spiritual Paradiſe, and Heaven 
{et up within thee in its obſcureft, and loweſt ſtate, reſt in peace, and joy 
on the Foot-ſtool ufelf, and upon the loweſt ſtep of this Throne,For the 
Foot-ſtool itſelf, the loweſt ſtate is of Gold, of an incorruptible, and Di- 
vine Nature, which will certainly in its proper. time lift thee np to the 
full height, and Glory of the Throne itſel, The loweſt ſtep here, even: 
At the higheſt, hath for its ſupport, and guard, two Lyons. The Lord 
Jeſus, the true Lyon of the 'Tribe of Fudab in all the Varieties, and 
Riches of his Spiritual Glories, multiplies his Preſence, and Appearahce 
round about thee, to ſuſtain, defend, and cheriſh thee in theſe tirſt be- - 
ginnings of Grace in thee, inthe midſt of thy darkneſs, and: weakneſs af- 
ter the ſame manner, in the ſame Heavenly Perſon of his, in the ſame ful- 
neſs of Love Power, and Glory, as he is with the higheſt Saints, 

When we began to = of this firſt ſtep of the Reſurrection, or new 
Birth, we propounded four Heads to treat upon, 1. The Life, which 
is riſen, 2. The Death, our of which it rifeth, 9. The ReſurreCti- - 
on itſelf, 4. The way of this Reſurretion. We have finiſhed aur 
diſcourſe upon three of theſe, We are now to ſpeak briefly of the laft. . 


4. The way of the Reſurrection in the new birth is Jeſus Chriſt, He 
: Bo laub 
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faith of himſelf in the Goſpel of St. Fobn, I am the Way. Jeſus Chrift 
is the way of this ReſurreCtion in fix Steps. 1. He 1s the Price. - 
2, The Head. 3. TheRoot. 4. The Pattern, 5. The Com: 
panion. 6, The Life of this ReſurrceCtion, 


1. The Blood of Chriſt is the Price of this Refurre&tion. Jeſus 
-Chriſt-by his Blood kath doubly redeemed us from Death. 1. By Pur- 
-chaſe giving his Life a Ranſom for us to the Divine Juſtice, 2, ÞP 


Cpnqueſt having by the effuſton of his Blood, and loſs of his Life gained 
a-perfect V.Ctory over all the Powers of Darkneſs, 


2. The Lord Jeſus above in Heaven 1s the Head of the Reſwre&ticn 
from the Dead. In the latter part of the firſt of Eph. we have Jeſus Chriſt 
gloriouſly preſented unto us in his ReſurreCtion, from the nethermolt part 
or the Earth, and in his Aſcent above all Heavens. Then the Apoſtls 
concludes that diſcourſe and Chapter with this Bleſſed Conſolation, that 
God had given him in this Glory of the Reſurrection from the Dead to 
be the Head over all things to his Church. Thou who mouneſt over 
thy ſins, as the worſt of Deaths, who doubteſt, who deſpaireſt of Life, 
raiſe thy felf to a lively Hope. Look up, and ſee thy ſelf already riſen in 
his RefurreCtiongalready ſer down in HeavenlyPlaces together withChriſt, 
as a Glorious Spirit in that hrſt Spirit, the Head, and Fountain of them 
all, from which they are as Inſeparable as the Beams in their upper ends 
are from the Sun. Thus St. Paul ſpeaks in the former part of the 24 
Chap.'of rhe Eph. upon that Divine Ground, which he had laid in the 
end of the firſt Chapter, That Chrift iv his Reſurrection from the Dead, 
# the Head over all to his Church. 


3- The Lord Jeſus, as he is riſen from the Dead by his Spiritual Pre- 
ſence in our Hearts, is the root of the Refurre&ion, or new Birth in us. 
1 Corin. 15. Jeſus Chriſt, as he is the ſecond Adam, is ſaid to be a quick- 
ning Spirit; and the living corner Stone precious, and tryed in his Death, 
and precious in his Reſurrection, out of which we grow up to be a Tem- 
ple to God, that is, both a Spiritual Heaven, and a Spiritual Paradiſe. 
Eph. 3. He is ſaid to dwell in cur Hearts by Faith. The Lord Jefus is 
that Spirit, which is the Root of all Spirits, natural, or ſupernatural ; the 
Root of all Life, Natural, and Spiritual ; Earthly or Heavenly ; Humane, 
Angelical, or Divine. Doſt thou feel the weight of Death heavy upon 
thee ? haſt thou no.ſenſe of any ſpark of true Life in thee to ſweeten ei- 
ther Death; or Life to thee? Look up to thy Root at the bottom of thy 
Spirit, thy Jeſus, Alzide in this Root, wait for this Root. Here are all 
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the Treaſures of Spiritual Life laid -up. At the et time, in the proper 
ſeaſon this Root ſhall ſpring, and bud, and blofſom, and bring forth it's 
heavenly Fruits repleniſhed with the Light, and ſweetneſs of the Divine 
Life and ſpreading themſelves thorow thy whole Soul. Thus ſhall that 
Life of God, which thou haſt loſt, which in'thy death retired itſelf hither 
into its Root,riſe again in thee, and thou be new-born into this Lite. Thus 
ſhall Jeſus Chriſt, as an Heavenly Root in thy Heart, bring forth himſelf 
unto the Life of Faith, whichis his own Heavenly Image in thee withia 
the Vail, the Cloud of Fleſh. Thus doth he make thine heart from this 
Root of Eternity to be an Heavenly Habitation, and dwelling place for 
hinſelf raiſed up new, and Eternal out of the Ruines of Death. 


4. Our bleſſed Saviour is the Pattern ofthe Reſurreftion to us. In 
the 8th of rhe Rom. we arc ſaid to be predeſtinated to be conformed to his 
Inage. Eph. 1. God 1s ſpoken of as working Faith, and ſo bringing forth 
the Spiritual Life in us according to that (exceeding greatneſs of his Pow- 
er, by which he raiſed Chriſt | Ina the Dead. We read in the Goſpel, 
that a mighty Angel came down from Heaven, and rolled away the Stone 
from the mouth of the Grave, while the Watchmen about the Grave 
were caſt into.a deep fleep, to make way for the riſing of Chriſt. How 
frequently dorh the Soul, which feels the horrour of the Spiritual Death, 
think its ReſurreCtion to a Divine Life, to the Heavenly Graces,and ſweet 
Peaces of that Life, impoſſible? Alafs ! the Fleſh is as a Grave, in which 
it is ſhut up. Its Luſts, and Temprations are, as a mighty Stone rolled 
upon the mouth of this Grave. Tempters vifible and inviſible are, as 
Watchmen round about the Grave, to keep thee there. But be nor dif- 
couraged at any of rheſe things, O thou difconſolate Soul ! Look to thy 
* Pattern, the Lord Jeſus ; as it was with him ; ſo ſhall it be with thee. A 
ſupernatural Power, a mighty Angel from Heaven ſhall bind up thy 
Temprers, thy Spiritual Enemues in chains of Darkneſs, as in a deep ſleep; 
ſhall remove the great Stone, the moft powerful Luſts, and Temptations 
from the raouth of thy Grave. God himſelf in his Power, in the great- 
neſs of his Power, as it excellerh, and tranſcendeth all Powers, all things, 
al! rhoughts of men, or Angels ; God himſelf in his Almightineſs, in the 
infinitenefs of his Power, and God-head, God himſelf in the immediate 
naked, moſt potent, moſt high, moſt Glorious Appearances, and Operaty 
ons of his God-head fhail come down upon thes, ſhall ariſe, and ſhine 
in thee, and as he rifeth, raiſe thee together with himſelf ito the Lu 
of Life. WhiP{t thou lyelt in Sin, thy true Perſon, or Life lie together 
dead in thee, as to thee, But beneath thy Soul, at the bottom of it they 
lie bid in God, who is the ground of every natural being, and the\Trea- 
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ſary of all Spiritual _Beihgs, At the ſeaſon of the new birth God diſco. 


covers himſelf in thySoul,as a glorious ground, out of which thy Life;and 
thy Jeſus ſpring up together by degrees, like Twin-lillies, Roſes from the 
{ame ſtaik or roor,, which is Chriſt. Thus ſhalt thou riſe from the Dead 
with a ſhout of Heavenly Joys. 


5. Chriſt is the Companion 1n the Reſurrection. St. Paul tells the Gas 


Iatians,he travels in\birth again with them, till Chriſt be formed in them, 


We read 1 Corin. 6,) He, that is jcyned to the Lord is one Spirit. A faint 


and Chriſt are one Spirit by a Spiritual Marriage, which makes two Spi- 
rits perfetly one, Yet (o, thar they. remain perfetly, and diſtinctly two 
in one. When thou riſeſt from the dead in Regeneration, thy Jeſus riſcth 
together with thee out of that Grave in thy Heart, into which thou haſt 
caſt him Ey thy Sin at the Fall, when thou in thy true Lite, and Para- 
diſe'in thee fell into the ſame Grave together with him. Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the Soul ſpring up together in the firſt Creation as T'wins, For St. Fobn 


C4ith in his firſt Chapter of his Goſpel, that without him, thar is, in a ſin-. 


ole ſtate disjoyned trom Chriſt, was nothing made, that was made; Chriſt 
and the Soul, like two T'win-lillies, lour.thcd together in Paradiſe. To- 
gether they died by the Fall. Many times fince thy birth inco this world 
have Jeſus Chriſt, and with hin1 that Beautiful, and. Bleſſed Lite, which 
thou enjoyedſt in Paradiſe, been riting again-into thy Heart into a more: 
cxcelling Paradiſe, that in the Sp:r:r, and ia Heaven,which is Erernal. Bur 
alas !' thou haſt ſtill thrown thcm back agam into the fame Grave in th 

fleſh by the new wounds, which thy renewed Luſts, and Unbelief have 
given them.Notwithſtanding ail this, when the ſer time is come,nothing can 
withſtand the riſing in thee. Jeſus Chrift, and thy Soul are together born 


Anew in thee from the womb of Eternal Love, where they lay hid, and 
/ wrapt up together in the Grave ufelt. "Dhey now come up together in 


one Spirit into one Spiritual Life, and Heavenly Image, in which Para- 
diſe alſ> comes up new and freth together with them. By the ſame imme- 
dizte,and glorious operation of the God-head they break irrcfiſtibly forth 
thoraw the darkneſles of the night, and ſcatters them, and breaks them 
uP, as it ſhines thorow them. How bleſled is this Union and Fellowſhip ! 
Chriſt and the Soul ever undivided, grow -up now together in the mutual 


ihr, in the mutual embraces of each other thorow every ſtate and degree. 


of the Regeneration, or ReſurrcCtion, Light, or Darkneſs ; Solaces or Suf- 


ferings ; Life, or Death. In all by the Heavenly Union they are mutually, 


&Crown of. rejoycing one to.anvther, 


6. Chriſt 
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6, Chriſt is the Life of this Refurre&tion. So himſelf teſtifieth in the 
11 of St. Fohn ;I am the Reſurrection, and the Life. How ſure,how ſweer 
| is thy Life, O Believer, who art riſen from the Death of Sin, and born 
 againto thine Heavenly Father ?'Thy Life is ſure. It is Chriſt himſelf,the 
Z Power, God, eternal Life itſelf, who-is thy Life, the Life of thy Gracez 
here, the Living Hope of Glory in Heaven, the Life of God in thee 
E which never dies-in the midſt of Death. Thy Life is* ſweet, O Believer ! 
= How unexpreſlible is this pleaſure. ro feel Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, the only 
delight of the Father in Eternity, the only Delight of all the Holy Angels, 


and Glorified Saints in Heaven ſpringing up ine thy Heart, flowing tho- 


 Þ this fubjeet; 


” row thy whole Soul, and Perfon, working in' all; 'aCting ' all, as Life in 


7 Thus I have finiſhed this-fourth Head, the way of - the Reſurrection in 
2 its firſt ſtep, the Regeneration, or New-birth, and the diſcourſe itſelf upon 
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